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PORTIONS FOR ALL PEOPLE AND ALL
PERIODS

by James Smith

Smith's diverse spiritual writings suited to different needs and circumstances, containing portions
designed to convince of sin, reveal the Savior, encourage believers, reclaim backsliders, and
prepare souls for eternal life.
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Chapter 1

00 Portions for All People and All Periods

The Book That You Want; Or,

Portions for All People and All Periods by James Smith
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Chapter 2

00p PREFACE

PREFACE

The book we wish for, is not always the book we want; because our minds are not always
sufficiently enlightened to know exactly what we want; and sometimes they are under an improper
bias, so that we do not wish for what we really want. If we wish for what we really want — it is
probable that we shall be satisfied; for it is much easier to satisfy our wants than our wishes.
Different people want different books, because some need instruction, some consolation, some
reproof, and some impression. No one book, if it is a consecutive treatise upon any one subject,
can meet the wants of all, or all the wants of any one. But a book made up of short pieces on many
subjects, may contain something that all want, though not all that each one wants. The object of
this little book is, to present so many portions of divine truth, that it may contain something that
every reader wants; so that each one may say, "It contains, at least something, that | want." But
we often want a book to present to another, in which there is something that we think will meet the
case, without the title, or the running subject, appearing to be personal. The parties we wish to
benefit, may be saints, or sinners; professors, or making no profession. The subject we wish to set
before them may refer to their state, or their duty. We may wish to encourage, or correct; to
convince, or to comfort; to lead to Christ, or bring back to the profession of Christ. Now we cannot
expect to have separate books, on every distinct subject; nor does it appear desirable; for besides
the expense incurred, they would not be read. A few books touching on many points — are more
likely to be useful.

Here then is our object, and in this book, we hope the reader will find . . .
light for the head,

food for the heart,

and a rule for the feet.

Some things adapted to . . .

convince of sin;

reveal the Savior;

reprove the sinner;

encourage the believer;

reclaim the backslider;

prepare for usefulness on earth, and God'’s glorious presence in Heaven. May the Most High God
give it his sanction, and commission it to accomplish such desirable results. One thing is certain, if
it leads souls to Christ, if it reclaims sinners from the error of their ways, if it deepens the
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sanctification of the heart, and if it issues in an increase of usefulness, the parties thus benefitted
will say, "It was the book that | wanted!" and will be prepared to present it to their friends and
relatives saying, "This is the book that you want." But in order that it may prove beneficial, it must
be read with prayer — for no book can do us real good — unless its contents are accompanied by
the power of the Holy Spirit. He must . . .

quicken the soul to feel,
enlighten the mind to perceive,
and open the heart to receive —

or we shall write and read in vain! His gracious teachings and operations are absolutely
necessary, to render even the truth itself profitable unto us. "It is the Spirit who quickens.” On him
therefore our dependance must be placed; his blessed influence we must seek; while we make
use of the means which a gracious providence has put into our hands. We must beware, lest we
put the means in the place of the Divine agent; and be equally careful lest under the idea of
trusting in Divine agency — we slight or neglect to use the means. Let us read the book ourselves,
or present it to others, looking up to the Lord for his blessing, and ascribing all the good that is
effected by it, to the blessing of our gracious God upon it. Holy Spirit, breathe upon every soul that
shall read these pages, and make this little work a real blessing to thousands, and you shall have
all the praise.

James Smith, Cheltenham, 1864
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Chapter 3

01 The Tried Saint

The Tried Saint "I am troubled; | am bowed down greatly; | go mourning all the day long!" Psalms
38:6 To be troubled — is to be agitated, distressed, and burdened in mind; and such is often the
case with the believer. His faith is weak — and his trials are numerous; therefore he is often
agitated and cast down.

Many Christians do not like the place assigned to them by Providence — and this brings
discontent and distress.

Others do not relish the self-denyingprecepts given to them in the gospel; and, therefore, they do
not endeavor to reduce them to practice — and this always causes trouble.

Sometimes the cause of trouble is in the domestic circle. When minds are not well matched, when
natural dispositions do not agree — unless there is much grace, there will be great trouble. If the
husband does not endeavor to love his wife, even as Christ loves his church; and if the wife
refuses to submit to the authority of the husband, making his will her law — there must be frequent
jars, conflicts, and disagreements — and these trouble the spirit. If children are not trained up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, or if they are headstrong, unruly, and unpleasant in their
tempers — there will be trouble. Many godly parents nave often to retire to the closet and sigh out
before the Lord, "I am troubled; | am bowed down greatly."

Family trials are often kept in the family; no one knows them but the parties who endure them, nor,
as a rule, should they; but in consequence of this, many suffer deeply who are not supposed to
suffer at all. Oh, the bitter nights and sorrowful days which many believers pass through in secret,
arising from domestic troubles! What a mercy that there is a throne of grace, a loving Father who
listens to our secret sighs, and hears our painful confessions, which we dare make to no one but
himself, for if this were not the case, many a Christian’s heart would break.

Very frequently the source of trouble is within. It is soul-trouble, which is trouble with an emphasis.
Guilt is contracted, confession is neglected, and the eye is taken off the great atoning sacrifice —
and then comes trouble. The evidences are beclouded,

the prospects are darkened,

the heart is contracted,

fears are awakened,

unbelief becomes strong,

the spirit of prayer depatrts,

the heart is drained of its comfort,

and the soul, which was once like a well-watered garden, becomes like a barren desert.
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Every duty is a task, and what was a sweet privilege becomes a burden. The Bible is a sealed
book, the ordinances of God’'s house are like dry breasts, and Christian conversation is
wearisome. Conscience accuses, memory furnishes the indictment, and Satan tempts us to
despair. Past experience appears to have been a delusion, and a spirit of restlessness seizes us;
so that, like the unclean spirit which went out of the man, we wander through dry places, seeking
rest, but finding none.

If we look up — God appears to be an angry Judge;

if we look back — our iniquities are set in array against us;

if we look around — we cannot see any of the Lord’s people exercised as we are;
and if we look forward — the idea of eternity without hope is dreadful.

Now the soul sighs out, "I am troubled! | am bowed down greatly!" No one knows what sin is —
who has not seen it in the light of God’s countenance; nor can any one tell the trouble occasioned
by a guilty conscience — but he who has smarted beneath its lashes. Precious, infinitely precious,
is the blood of Jesus which heals it; and gracious, unspeakably gracious, is the Holy Spirit who
applies that blood unto us. Without that blood, and without this blessed Spirit — the poor troubled
sinner would sink into despair, or rush into desperation! The flesh is a constant source of trouble. It
is always present. It is ever active. It is sometimes exceedingly powerful. It is upon this that Satan
works, and by this he often brings us into bondage. When the flesh is realized in its full force, every
grace appears to be buried under a heap of corruption, and the dreadful evils of the heart are set
in motion. What images are painted on the imagination! What horrible thoughts pass through the
soul! What indescribable evils are working in the hidden chambers of the heart! Oh, it is fearful
sometimes, when the flesh is lasting against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, so that we
cannot do the things that we would! What fearful thoughts of God; what dreadful conceptions of
eternity; what alarming ideas respecting the Bible, the Savior, and the blessed Spirit! The soul is
indeed agitated, depressed, and wearied. The conflict is severe. It is only as we wield the sword of
the Spirit, oppose the shield of faith, and cry unto the Strong One for strength, that we can prevail.

Many of the Lord’s people suffer a secret martyrdom; for they are so harassed, perplexed, and
confounded by the working of the flesh, that their fears torment them; and unbelief, like a fire,
withers up their spirits. This makes them exclaim, "Oh, wretched man that | am, who shall deliver
me from the body of this death?" The temptations, insinuations, and suggestions of Satan are
another cause of trouble to the believer. He worries those whom he cannot devour. He distresses
those whom he cannot destroy. Now he tries to draw into sin — and then to drive into despair.
Now he employs external agents — and then he secretly works upon the mind. Sometimes he
comes in his own true colors — and sometimes he is transformed into an angel of light. Oh, the
devices he uses, the stratagems he employs — to distress and trouble us! Now he fills the heart
with foul, debasing, devilish thoughts, such as no Christian dare utter, such as no author dare
write. Then he misrepresents God’s character, and insinuates the vilest thoughts against his
goodness and his grace. Now the object of his attack is God’s word, and he assaults us in
reference to its authenticity, inspiration, and purity. Then he calls attention to the church of God,
and shows up all that is inconsistent among the saints, and tries to alienate our hearts from them.
Now he tries to undermine our faith in the atonement of the Lord Jesus — and then he levels all
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his artillery against the glorious person, and gracious work of the Holy Spirit. His one object is to
generate doubt, foster unbelief — and lead us into sin, desperation, and despair. Well may the
apostle compare it to wrestling, when he says, "We wrestle against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in high places." They are
wicked spirits, full of spite and malice against God, against his Son, and against everyone who
desires to honor his dear name. It is a fearful struggle often, so that we are "troubled and bowed
down greatly."

What, with . . .

trouble in the world,

trials in the church,

disorders in the family,

occasionally guilt upon the conscience,

the flesh warring against the spirit, and

the buffetings, suggestions, and temptations of Satan

— the true believer proves his life to be a conflict, his course a trial, and all the consolations of the
gospel necessary. He is often troubled; and deep sighs, heavy groans, and heart-felt cries —
ascend from him to the throne of his gracious God. He is bowed down, straitened in spirit, and so
pressed in soul — that he knows not what to do. His burden appears too heavy for him to bear —
and would be, only that his Savior’s strength is made perfect in his weakness.

He desires to love God with all his heart, and with all his soul; but often that heart appears full of
rebellion, and is as hard as a stone. He would be constantly ascending to God in the exercise of
prayer and praise; but instead of this, he is often prayerless, indifferent, and ungrateful. He would
exercise faith in his word, and trust in his wise and holy providence; but, alas he discredits the
promise, doubts God'’s goodness, is discontented, and murmurs at his lot! He wishes to walk in the
light, as God is in the light, that he may enjoy high and holy fellowship with him; but he is dark,
distant, and knows little of the holy fellowship he longs for.

Thus he goes mourning, at times, all the day long. He mourns over the hardness, depravity, and
coldness of his heart. He mourns because sin dwells in him, works in him — and he fears it will
overcome him some day. He mourns lest he should . . .

offend the Lord,

grieve the Holy Spirit, or

wound his beloved Savior anew.

He mourns because his love is so feeble, fitful, and imperfect.

He mourns because he cannot serve God as he requires, or be holy as he commands him.

He mourns because his repentance is not deep enough: he does not, he cannot, sorrow for sin as

he wishes, because he is so little affected, and grieves so slightly over his sin.
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He mourns because, notwithstanding all, pride still works in his nature, though he wishes to lie low
in the dust, and be clothed with humility before God and man.

He mourns, at times, lest his spot should not be the spot of God’s children, or his experience is
different from theirs. This frequently . . .

wounds his feelings,

burdens his soul,

sinks his spirits,

shakes his hopes,

fills him with fears,

and makes him groan.

Then he cries, "l am troubled; | am bowed down greatly; | go mourning all the day long."

Reader, are you troubled for sin? Are you ever troubled by Satan? Are you ever bowed down in
sorrow, burdened with guilt, and laid low before the Lord? Do you ever mourn over your
imperfections, repent of your sins, and sigh and strive for holiness? Real religion is experimental,
and though all do not experience the whole of what | have written — yet every true Christian does,
or will, know something about it. It is necessary to . . .

strip him of self,

divorce him from the law,

teach him his own weakness,

lead him to rely entirely on the Lord Jesus, and
gladly accept salvation as the gift of free grace.

Those who are thus tried, have low thoughts of themselves — and high thoughts of Christ! They
walk softly before God, without boasting, or self-conceit. They renounce all confidence in the flesh,
placing confidence in God's covenant-mercy alone. To them, Christ is precious. To them, free
grace is sweet. To them, the cross is glorious. To them, the precious promises are necessary. To
them, Heaven will be a place of rest, satisfaction, and rejoicing.

Throughout eternity, they will admire, adore, and enjoy the wonders of redeeming love!

Sermonindex.net | Page 10



Chapter 4

02 A Word for Ministers

A Word for Ministers

"I do try!" exclaimed a discouraged minister of Jesus Christ, as he was walking abroad one
Monday morning to cool his burning brow and calm his throbbing temples, after an anxious and
earnest Sunday. "l do try to bring sinners to Jesus, and to make the Lord’s people a zealous,
active, and holy people. God knows, who reads my heart, that the strongest and warmest desire of
my soul, is to be made useful in the conversion of immortal souls. | try to warn them most
solemnly, to exhort them most earnestly, and to invite them most affectionately; but, alas, | seem
to labor almost in vain! Who has believed my report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?
Others have large congregations — but mine is small. Others reap much fruit; | have only now and
then a convert. Why is it? What can be the cause?

Lord, search me, try me, and show me what it is that makes me unfruitful. Is it in the tongue, the
temper, the conduct, or the state of the heart? Whatever it is, Lord, correct it, and make me a
vessel unto honor, sanctified and fit for the Master’s use."

What does this painful and gloomy experience of God’s minister teach us?

1. The true condition of human nature. Man is alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance
that is in him. He is without God in the world. He is dead in trespasses and sins. He is altogether
indifferent to his eternal concerns, and blind to his best interests. He goes on in darkness. He is
like the deaf adder which stops up its ears, refusing to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he
ever so wisely. He has . . .

eyes — but he sees not;

ears — but he hears not;

an immortal soul exposed to never ending woe — but he heeds not.
He ...

silences the voice of conscience,

hardens his heart against fear,

and casts God's word behind him.

He is all life to the vanities of time — but is as dead as a corpse to the things that are eternal.
Ministers may teach, warn, threaten, exhort, and invite; but he is still careless and indifferent, and
goes on choosing death rather than life; so that every sinner that is saved is a miracle of mercy. It
teaches us also,

2. The weakness and inefficiency of human agency. We may choose the fittest instruments,
qualify them to the best of our power, use them in the wisest and most prudent manner — and yet
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sinners remain as obstinate as they were. We may convince the judgment — but the heart needs
to be changed. We may alarm the conscience — but the will must be renewed. We may impart
light — but the dead need divine life. We try, and try, and try again; but . . .

the dry bones still lie in the open valley;
the sinner still hugs his darling lusts;
Satan still leads captive the multitude at his will.

We may please them — but we cannot convert them. We may be unto them as the voice of a very
lovely song, as one that can play well upon an instrument — but they still love the world, and their
hearts go after their covetousness. We are like the prophet’s servant who ran with his master’s
staff, laid it on the child’s face, and expected it to revive; but had to return and say, "Master, the
child is not awaked." We learn, too,

3. The absolute necessity of divine power. Unless God works — all is vain. They will hear no
voice, but his. They will acknowledge no authority, but his. It is not the gospel. It is not the minister.
It is not the manner. We may preach the truth; we may be solemn, earnest, and affectionate; but
without the direct putting forth the power of God — all will be in vain. It is not by the power of
argument, or eloquence, or earnestness, but only by the power of God, that sinners are turned
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. Unless the Holy Spirit is present,
and, being present, works through the truth — no soul will be converted, no sinner will believe on
Christ. We are absolutely and always dependant on the Holy Spirit for success, and without his
influence and operations — we shall labor in vain! But it is to be feared that we do not sufficiently
realize this. Indeed, if our prayers, and the prayers of our people, are to judge us — it is as clear
as daylight that we do not. It says to us, also,

4. Aim to please the Lord, and seek his glory, as the first and last end of the ministry. This is, in
reality, our one business. If the Lord is pleased with our persons as united to his beloved Son, and
if he accepts of our poor services for the dear Redeemer’s sake — then this ought to satisfy us.
God can glorify himself in us when few souls are brought to Christ by us; therefore while we ought
earnestly to seek, and constantly to strive for, the conversion of souls — we ought not to be too
much discouraged because we do not see the results we desire. If we keep God’s glory in view,
and aim to please him in our ministry — we shall no doubt be in a good degree successful; and he
will commend our diligence, and reward our faithfulness, when we are not successful. The
greatest thing we can do is to please God; and this we may easily do if . . .

our eye is single,
our heart honest, and
our life consecrated to his service and praise.

He is pleased with us whenever we try to please him. Let us therefore fix the eye on his glory, be
willing to do just that work which he has cut out for us, and leave all the results with him. He is not
unfaithful to forget our work of faith and labor of love. Loving labors he always approves of — and
loving laborers are his especial favorites. Oh, for more love! Love to God as our just and holy
Sovereign, to Jesus as our divine Lord and Master, to all the saints as the sons of God and friends
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of Jesus, and to all poor sinners that we may try by all means to win them back to God and glory.

Still ministers are often discouraged, and they will be, just as long as they look so much at their
people, at the result of their labors, and at their immediate success; instead of looking simply to
the Lord, and seeking his approbation. We must endeavor to commend ourselves to every man’s
conscience in the sight of God, and in everything strive to please Him who has chosen us to be his
soldiers.

There will always be enough to try us, to exercise our graces, and to keep us humble; and there is
always enough to stimulate us, to cheer us, and embolden us in the good cause. No man knows
the extent of his own usefulness now; God is often working by us when we conclude that nothing
is happening, and very likely we shall see by and bye, that what we thought were among the most
barren periods of our ministry — have been in reality among the most productive. Of old it was
said, for the encouragement of depressed and diligent laborers, "Those who sow in tears — shall
reap in joy. He who goes forth and weeps, bearing precious seed — shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." And long since then it was added, for the benefit of
similar characters, "Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not."

Success is not put in our own power — the Lord keeps that in his own hands. We may be faithful,
we ought to be hopeful, we must be industrious — and the results, we may very well leave with the
Lord. Only let us so act that it may be said of us, as of the good woman of old, "She has done what
she could!" — and then all will be well, and well forever.

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to
the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain." Then shall it be
said unto you by the Master when he comes, to your everlasting joy, and the everlasting confusion
of all your foes, "Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful over a few things — |
will make you ruler over many things; enter into the joy of your Lord!"
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Chapter 5

03 The Careless Admonished

The Careless Admonished "Be troubled, you careless ones!" Isaiah 32:11

Those who are at peace with God, who walk in fellowship with God, and habitually strive to honor
God — have no reason to be troubled. Nothing should . . .

disturb their peace,
perplex their mind,
or cause them anxiety.

All is well with them, and all will be well with them both in time and eternity. And yet we often find
such people worried and troubled about many things. They listen to Satan, yield to unbelief, or
judge of things by appearances — and the result is anxiety, vexation, and trouble. Beloved, let us
make sure of reconciliation to God, let us endeavor to get and keep close to God, and then let us
sing, "God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble! Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging!" But there are some who ought to be
troubled, they ought to tremble, and be anxious, for God tells them so. And yet such seldom are.
They are careless, or very unconcerned. Nothing seems to alarm them. They take most things as
they come, and let them pass without much concern. There is an evenness about their disposition,
and an easiness of temper possessed by them. They have no faith in God’s word — or fear of
God’'s wrath. They are not depressed by doubts, or excited by hope. They may have a form of
godliness, or they may not,.just as it happens; — they certainly have no real godliness. They are in
a false security. Careful for time — but careless about eternity! They look to the present — but
leave the future to look to itself. They care for men — but care nothing for God!

Such people are often admired, for they are guilty of no glaring violations of the law, or open
transgression of the commandments. They pass for good, moral, upright characters; and are the
more esteemed by some because they make no serious profession of religion. They think that God
is merciful, that he is satisfied with a decent exterior — in a word, that he is "altogether such a one
as themselves." They cannot believe that the threatenings of God’s word apply to them, or that it is
at all likely that God will send them to Hell; for if he does, what will become of the thousands whom
they look upon as so much worse than themselves? Should any such read these lines, | would say
to them, "Hear the word of the Lord," he speaks to you, he says; "Be troubled, you careless ones!"
You are in danger, in imminent danger — and it is so much the greater because you do not
perceive it. God’s law requires what you have never rendered, and it threatens what you must
endure — unless you escape by a way of which at present, you to have no conception. Christ's
gospel presents what you have never received — but you must receive it, or suffer the vengeance
of eternal fire. Your morality will not screen you. Your occasional attendance at the house of
prayer, or performance of religious duties, will not secure you. You lie open on all sides to the
thunders of God'’s law, and to the threatenings of Christ’s gospel.
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Well, then, may you be called upon to be anxious; to think; to be concerned for your safety, to fear
the wrath you have incurred; to pray for the pardon you need; to flee immediately to Jesus — and
thus provide yourself with a shelter, a place of safety from the coming storm!

Careless sinner — think!

Complacent soul — be anxious!

Self-satisfied professor of religion — tremble!

Werath is coming!

Danger is near! The storm is gathering! The heavens will soon gather blackness,
the earth will soon reel to and fro like a drunkard,

the Judge of all will soon appear,

the judgment will commence,

the books will be opened,

and you will be judged out of the things which are written in the books! Those books contain an
account of . . .

the state of your hearts,

your secret thoughts,

your private and public conduct,

the motives which have influenced you,
the rule that guided you,

the ends you aimed at,

every duty you nave neglected,

every sin you have committed, and especially the greatest of all your sins — your rejection of the
blessed Savior!

What a record those books contain!

What an exposure will then be made.

What surprise you will feel.

What alarm will fill your soul.

What dread will seize upon your spirit.

What tremendous forebodings will agitate your heart.

What an awful, unexpected portion will be assigned you!
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Tremble, then, you careless ones! Be troubled, you complacent ones — who go on from day to
day . ..

as if the law of God was repealed,

as if the gospel was a fable, and

as if the judgment was a mere bugbear to frighten the weak and timid!
Ah, you will find it to be a fearful reality!

"Be troubled!" for God bids you. He bids you in mercy. He bids you to be troubled now — that you
may not be troubled forever. May you be troubled . . .

with conviction of sin,
with alarm on account of your danger,
with concern to escape the sinner’'s doom,

and to seek and find a saving interest in the dear Redeemer. You have slighted him so long — but
he is now willing to receive you. You have rejected his loving invitation — but he still says to you,
"Come, and | will give you rest." The kind and gracious Savior has long waited, that he may be
gracious unto you; he is still waiting, that he may show mercy unto you. He looks upon you with
pity, he speaks to you in words of kindness, he sends to you messages of tenderest love.

"Be troubled" now, or you will be at death. Think, oh, think, how sad it will be, when heart and flesh
are failing, when the muscles have failed, when the nerves are unstrung, when the poor body is
racked with pain and just about to pass through the agonies of death — to have the soul troubled
for its safety. To see itself exposed to the just wrath of an offended God! To feel itself just going to
be forced into the presence of a rejected and insulted Savior to be judged. To perceive that devils
are waiting around the dying pillow, to seize the departing spirit and convey it to the regions where
death, darkness, and despair forever reign!

"Be troubled," for if you are not troubled now, you will be beyond the grave! Yes, when you see
that you are excluded from hope, placed beyond the reach of mercy, and exposed to eternal
misery — by your own fault! It is this thought which will, like a never-dying worm, or never-wearied
serpent — wound, distress, and agonize your immortal spirit. Oh, to think: "I was once in the land
of hope; the scepter of mercy was held out to me — but | would not touch it! God called me and
exhorted me to come to him — that my sins might be pardoned, and my soul saved — but | would
not go to him! Oh, detestable folly! Oh, unparalleled stupidity! Oh, strange madness! But now it is
too late, too late, too late! My doom is fixed, my fate is sealed, | am lost — and entirely by my own
fault!

Sinner, this is not true of you yet. Reader, you may now escape from this justly to be dreaded
doom. God calls to you; Jesus invites you; the Holy Spirit, by these lines, strives with you; and the
writer, with every true believer, unites to warn you, invite you, and entreat you to flee from the
wrath to come! Listen to the warning voice. Receive the gracious invitation. Yield to the kind
entreaty. Flee, flee at once to Jesus! Seek safety at his cross! Seek a pardon from his hands!
Seek a full, free, present, and everlasting salvation in his name. Salvation is a favor — and you
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may obtain it. It is a free gift — and God is willing to bestow it. It is a present blessing, and you may
receive it. "Ask — and you shall receive; seek — and you shall find; knock — and it shall be
opened unto you. For every one who asks, receives; he who seeks, finds; and to him that knocks,
it shall be opened."

"But since you rejected Me when | called and no one gave heed when | stretched out My hand,
since you ignored all My advice and would not accept My rebuke — | in turn will laugh at your
disaster; | will mock when calamity overtakes you — when calamity overtakes you like a storm,
when disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble overwhelm you! Then
they will call to Me — but | will not answer; they will look for Me — but will not find Me. Since they
hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the Lord, since they would not accept My advice and
spurned My rebuke — they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their
schemes! For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will
destroy them!" Proverbs 1:24-32
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Chapter 6
04 A Grateful Acknowledgment

A Grateful Acknowledgment "I was pushed back and about to fall — but the Lord helped
me!"Psalms 118:13 The psalmist had been reviewing his toils, his trials, and his dangers; he
commemorates his deliverances, his conquests, and his triumphs; and he ascribes the whole to
the help of God. If God had not helped him — his faith would have failed, his expectations would
have been disappointed, and his foes would have prevailed. Through the Lord, he did valiantly;
and now, with joyful heart, he records the loving-kindness of the Lord.

How sweet to look back upon the rough road, the bloody battle-field, the scenes of peculiar trial —
when we have arrived at some pleasant resting-place, enjoy peace within and around us, and see
our trials as past exercises. Then, if ever, gratitude will work within us, and praises will flow from
our tongues and hearts. Delivered from the mouth of the lion, and the paw of the bear — we
thankfully acknowledge, "The Lord helped me!" In looking back we see that we have needed help
— and more help than any creature could afford us! The daily cross,

the inward conflict,

the domestic troubles,

the perplexities of business,
the state of the church,

the affairs of the world — have all combined to teach us that Divine help was necessary. If God
had not helped us . . .

we would have fallen into sin,

we would have disgraced our profession,
we would have been crushed by our foes,
we would have fainted under our trials,
we would have apostatized from the faith!

God alone knows what would have been the result — if we had been left to our own resources. We
needed help in infancy, in youth, in manhood. We needed help in prosperity — and in adversity!
We needed help in temporals — and spirituals. We found our own strength — to be weakness,
and our own wisdom — to be folly. The feeblest of our foes would have been more than a match
for us! The least corruption in our hearts would have overcome us! And we need help now — as
much as we ever did; for, unless the Lord helps us . ..

our foes will yet triumph over us,

our crosses will prove to be too much for us,

Sermonindex.net | Page 18



and we shall faint in the day of adversity!
We feel that we need help at present:
we feel it in the field of labor,

we feel it on the bed of sickness,

we feel it in the church of God, and

we feel it at the throne of grace. The Lord has promised help. He has said, "Fear not — for | am
with you; be not dismayed — for | am your God! | will strengthen you; yes, | will help you; yes, | will
uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness." And because his people feel themselves to
be vile, weak, and incompetent; because their foes despise them, scoff at them, and treat them
with contempt — he stoops to speak to them according to their own views of themselves, and their
enemies’ representations of them, and says, "Do not be afraid, O worm Jacob, O little Israel — for
I myself will help you! declares the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. See, | will make
you into a threshing sledge, new and sharp, with many teeth. You will thresh the mountains and
crush them, and reduce the hills to chaff!" When the Lord helps — a worm can scatter mountains,
and conquer the most formidable foes; and the Lord has promised thus to help the poorest, the
lowest, the most despised of his people.

Oh, precious promise, of a good and gracious God!
It extends to all times,

it embraces all circumstances,

it belongs to all believers, and

it ensures us a triumph over all our foes! Nor is it a solitary promise, only once made, only
recorded in one place in God’s book. No; it is repeated again and again. When his people
imagined that he had neglected them; when their hearts were rising against him, and their mouths
complaining of him — he comes forth to correct their mistake, to still their fears, and to silence
their complaints. He refers to their knowledge of his character and perfections; to his constant
dealings with his people; and promises not only to help them — but to do exceeding and
abundantly above all that they could ask or think! "Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O
Israel: "My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God’? Do you not know?
Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will
not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint!" This gracious promise, in
all its glorious meaning, belongs to us! Let us understand it, believe it, plead it before God’s
throne, and expect its fulfillment! The psalmist had sought help of the Lord. "In the day of my
trouble — | cried unto you." If God has promised — then we should pray. The promises tell us
what God is willing to do, and to give; but God intends that we shall believe his word, and apply to
him for the needed blessing. When troubles drive us to the Bible, and to the throne of grace —
then they do us good, as they are sanctified to us. This is the effect that trials are intended to have.
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Help may be had — but help must be sought. It is sometimes the case that we "have not —
because we ask not, or because we ask amiss."

God is willing to help us; but he says, "You must feel that you cannot do without me; you must
come and ask me; you must believe my word; you must wait my time — and you shall receive the
help you need, in my way." We do not always understand what the Lord means, or we do not
cheerfully submit to God’s method; and therefore we are left for a time without the needed, the
desired, help. Let us endeavor to understand God’s method, to approve of God’s plan, to wait at
God’s throne, to watch in God’s ways; and then, in reference to every trial, trouble, or conflict, we
shall have to say, "The Lord helped me!"

Yes, help had been received — not once or twice — but all through the writer’s pilgrimage. But
there were some special seasons in which the Lord displayed his power, and manifested himself
as the hearer and answerer of prayer.

Just so has it been with every Christian. We have had daily help, for we could not live the Christian
life without; but we have had special help in times of peculiar trouble and trial. We can look back
with David to the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites to the hill Mizar. We can remember the
lion, the bear, Goliath, and Saul. Times of peculiar danger — were times when we received special
help; and we may say with the apostle, "The Lord stood with me and strengthened me, and | was
delivered!" And again, "Having obtained help of God, | continue unto this day." Where would we
have been now — but for supplies of the Spirit of Christ? but for special interventions of Divine
Providence? but for the necessary communications of Divine strength? Yes, the strength of Jesus
has been perfected in our weakness; we have found his grace to be sufficient for us, and to the
praise of his glorious grace, in reference to all our trials, troubles, and conflicts, we can say, "The
Lord helped me!"

Help is here gratefully acknowledged. The least we can do is to be grateful for the help we have
received. And yet, this is the very last thing which some think of; they pray, receive, and forget to
acknowledge — unless stirred up by some special event. Few Ebenezers are set up by some
professors of religion on the road to glory; they but seldom sing with a grateful heart, "The Lord
helped me!" Indeed, we are all defective here. Oh, that God would pour out upon all his people a
spirit of gratitude — and not teach us the value of our mercies by the loss of them! The help we
have received is only introductory to what our God intends to give; for his mercies are like a chain,
and every link draws the next nearer to us — until we receive the crowning mercy, even eternal life
in glory. Let us, therefore, look to the Lord as our helper; remember that he is a very present help
in times of trouble; and endeavor to say boldly as the apostle directs us, "The Lord is my helper —
I will not fear what man shall do unto me." What can man do that shall harm us — if God is with us,
and for us? What is the power of the mightiest mortal — if matched with Omnipotence?

Oh, beloved, it is an unspeakable mercy to have God for our helper; and to be able to look back
upon our past course, and trace the helping hand of God working for us, working with us, and
working out our deliverances! Let us reflect upon past help, as Paul upon past deliverances — and
draw the same conclusion as he did, "He who has helped us in time past, who does help us at
present — we trust that he will yet help us!" And if we honor the Lord by trusting him — he will be
sure to honor us, by helping us under all our difficulties, and out of all our troubles. So that to us
may be applied the language of Moses, the man of God, respecting Israel; "The eternal God is
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your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms! He will drive out your enemy before you. So
Israel will live in safety alone. Blessed are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the
Lord? He is your shield and helper and your glorious sword. Your enemies will cower before you,
and you will trample down their high places!"

"Rouse, rouse, my soul, and fight your way,

Should earth and Hell oppose;

Though you are not, your Savior is —

A match for all your foes.

Yes, you are weak — but he is strong,

And will his strength impart;

He will teach your feeble hands to war,

And cheer your fainting heart. A few successful struggles yet,
Then — not a conflict more;

Satan and sin shall ne’er assault

On the celestial shore!" A Grateful Acknowledgment "I was pushed back and about to fall — but
the Lord helped me!"Psalms 118:13 The psalmist had been reviewing his toils, his trials, and his
dangers; he commemorates his deliverances, his conquests, and his triumphs; and he ascribes
the whole to the help of God. If God had not helped him — his faith would have failed, his
expectations would have been disappointed, and his foes would have prevailed. Through the Lord,
he did valiantly; and now, with joyful heart, he records the loving-kindness of the Lord.

How sweet to look back upon the rough road, the bloody battle-field, the scenes of peculiar trial —
when we have arrived at some pleasant resting-place, enjoy peace within and around us, and see
our trials as past exercises. Then, if ever, gratitude will work within us, and praises will flow from
our tongues and hearts. Delivered from the mouth of the lion, and the paw of the bear — we
thankfully acknowledge, "The Lord helped me!" In looking back we see that we have needed help
— and more help than any creature could afford us! The daily cross,

the inward conflict,

the domestic troubles,

the perplexities of business,
the state of the church,

the affairs of the world — have all combined to teach us that Divine help was necessary. If God
had not helped us . . .

we would have fallen into sin,

we would have disgraced our profession,
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we would have been crushed by our foes,
we would have fainted under our trials,
we would have apostatized from the faith!

God alone knows what would have been the result — if we had been left to our own resources. We
needed help in infancy, in youth, in manhood. We needed help in prosperity — and in adversity!
We needed help in temporals — and spirituals. We found our own strength — to be weakness,
and our own wisdom — to be folly. The feeblest of our foes would have been more than a match
for us! The least corruption in our hearts would have overcome us! And we need help now — as
much as we ever did; for, unless the Lord helps us . ..

our foes will yet triumph over us,

our crosses will prove to be too much for us,
and we shall faint in the day of adversity!
We feel that we need help at present:

we feel it in the field of labor,

we feel it on the bed of sickness,

we feel it in the church of God, and

we feel it at the throne of grace. The Lord has promised help. He has said, "Fear not — for | am
with you; be not dismayed — for | am your God! | will strengthen you; yes, | will help you; yes, | will
uphold you with the right hand of my righteousness." And because his people feel themselves to
be vile, weak, and incompetent; because their foes despise them, scoff at them, and treat them
with contempt — he stoops to speak to them according to their own views of themselves, and their
enemies’ representations of them, and says, "Do not be afraid, O worm Jacob, O little Israel — for
I myself will help you! declares the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. See, | will make
you into a threshing sledge, new and sharp, with many teeth. You will thresh the mountains and
crush them, and reduce the hills to chaff!" When the Lord helps — a worm can scatter mountains,
and conquer the most formidable foes; and the Lord has promised thus to help the poorest, the
lowest, the most despised of his people.

Oh, precious promise, of a good and gracious God!
It extends to all times,

it embraces all circumstances,

it belongs to all believers, and

it ensures us a triumph over all our foes! Nor is it a solitary promise, only once made, only
recorded in one place in God’s book. No; it is repeated again and again. When his people
imagined that he had neglected them; when their hearts were rising against him, and their mouths
complaining of him — he comes forth to correct their mistake, to still their fears, and to silence
their complaints. He refers to their knowledge of his character and perfections; to his constant
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dealings with his people; and promises not only to help them — but to do exceeding and
abundantly above all that they could ask or think! "Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O
Israel: "My way is hidden from the Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God’? Do you not know?
Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will
not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble
and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint!" This gracious promise, in
all its glorious meaning, belongs to us! Let us understand it, believe it, plead it before God’s
throne, and expect its fulfillment! The psalmist had sought help of the Lord. "In the day of my
trouble — | cried unto you." If God has promised — then we should pray. The promises tell us
what God is willing to do, and to give; but God intends that we shall believe his word, and apply to
him for the needed blessing. When troubles drive us to the Bible, and to the throne of grace —
then they do us good, as they are sanctified to us. This is the effect that trials are intended to have.
Help may be had — but help must be sought. It is sometimes the case that we "have not —
because we ask not, or because we ask amiss."

God is willing to help us; but he says, "You must feel that you cannot do without me; you must
come and ask me; you must believe my word; you must wait my time — and you shall receive the
help you need, in my way." We do not always understand what the Lord means, or we do not
cheerfully submit to God’s method; and therefore we are left for a time without the needed, the
desired, help. Let us endeavor to understand God’s method, to approve of God’s plan, to wait at
God’s throne, to watch in God’s ways; and then, in reference to every trial, trouble, or conflict, we
shall have to say, "The Lord helped me!"

Yes, help had been received — not once or twice — but all through the writer’s pilgrimage. But
there were some special seasons in which the Lord displayed his power, and manifested himself
as the hearer and answerer of prayer.

Just so has it been with every Christian. We have had daily help, for we could not live the Christian
life without; but we have had special help in times of peculiar trouble and trial. We can look back
with David to the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites to the hill Mizar. We can remember the
lion, the bear, Goliath, and Saul. Times of peculiar danger — were times when we received special
help; and we may say with the apostle, "The Lord stood with me and strengthened me, and | was
delivered!" And again, "Having obtained help of God, | continue unto this day." Where would we
have been now — but for supplies of the Spirit of Christ? but for special interventions of Divine
Providence? but for the necessary communications of Divine strength? Yes, the strength of Jesus
has been perfected in our weakness; we have found his grace to be sufficient for us, and to the
praise of his glorious grace, in reference to all our trials, troubles, and conflicts, we can say, "The
Lord helped me!"

Help is here gratefully acknowledged. The least we can do is to be grateful for the help we have
received. And yet, this is the very last thing which some think of; they pray, receive, and forget to
acknowledge — unless stirred up by some special event. Few Ebenezers are set up by some
professors of religion on the road to glory; they but seldom sing with a grateful heart, "The Lord
helped me!" Indeed, we are all defective here. Oh, that God would pour out upon all his people a
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spirit of gratitude — and not teach us the value of our mercies by the loss of them! The help we
have received is only introductory to what our God intends to give; for his mercies are like a chain,
and every link draws the next nearer to us — until we receive the crowning mercy, even eternal life
in glory. Let us, therefore, look to the Lord as our helper; remember that he is a very present help
in times of trouble; and endeavor to say boldly as the apostle directs us, "The Lord is my helper —
| will not fear what man shall do unto me." What can man do that shall harm us — if God is with us,
and for us? What is the power of the mightiest mortal — if matched with Omnipotence?

Oh, beloved, it is an unspeakable mercy to have God for our helper; and to be able to look back
upon our past course, and trace the helping hand of God working for us, working with us, and
working out our deliverances! Let us reflect upon past help, as Paul upon past deliverances — and
draw the same conclusion as he did, "He who has helped us in time past, who does help us at
present — we trust that he will yet help us!" And if we honor the Lord by trusting him — he will be
sure to honor us, by helping us under all our difficulties, and out of all our troubles. So that to us
may be applied the language of Moses, the man of God, respecting Israel; "The eternal God is
your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms! He will drive out your enemy before you. So
Israel will live in safety alone. Blessed are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved by the
Lord? He is your shield and helper and your glorious sword. Your enemies will cower before you,
and you will trample down their high places!"

"Rouse, rouse, my soul, and fight your way,

Should earth and Hell oppose;

Though you are not, your Savior is —

A match for all your foes.

Yes, you are weak — but he is strong,

And will his strength impart;

He will teach your feeble hands to war,

And cheer your fainting heart. A few successful struggles yet,
Then — not a conflict more;

Satan and sin shall ne’er assault

On the celestial shore!"
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Chapter 7

05 The Spirit of Life

The Spirit of Life "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin
and death." Romans 8:2

All true religion is experimental — and all experimental religion is produced by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, most of the names and titles assumed by the ever blessed Comforter, in the Holy
Scriptures, indicate his relation to us, and his work within us. We are under infinite obligation to
him, and ought to realize our dependence upon him, and constantly endeavor to honor him. If we
honor the Holy Spirit — he will honor us; but if we neglect or despise him — our religion will be
formal, our gifts will wither, and we shall be of little use in the church of God.

Paul is here assuring the Romans, that all true believers in Jesus are free from all condemnation;
and assigns as a reason, that the everlasting gospel, which is the law of the Spirit of life, has set
them free from the legal covenant, which is the law of sin and death. Let us take a little notice of
this title of the blessed Spirit — "the Spirit of life".

He is the Life-giving Spirit. Life was given to us by the Father, in the person of Jesus, before the
world was; Jesus came into the world to suffer, bleed, and die, that we might have life, and have it
abundantly; but it is the Holy Spirit who conveys the life that is in Christ to us — and so quickens
us from a death in trespasses and sins. He imparts a divine and holy principle within us, in
consequence of which, we . . .

perceive our lost condition,
pant for the favor and presence of God, and
begin to seek the Lord with all our hearts.

Religion now becomes a reality. We seek, and cannot rest without enjoying the bread of life, and
the waters of salvation. The one object of our desire is Jesus, and, to possess him is the one aim
of the soul. This new spiritual life . . .

breathes in prayer,
acts in faith,
works by love, and

finds rest only in the enjoyment of God in Christ. The Spirit not only implants spiritual life within us
— but bestows all the comforts of spiritual life upon us. He leads us to . . .

submit ourselves to God,
embrace the atonement, and

be reconciled to our heavenly Father.
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Then peace is enjoyed in the soul — for God appears as our Friend. We now can draw near to his
throne. We perceive that . . .

his justice has been satisfied for our sins,
his mercy is honored in our pardon, and
his grace will be glorified in every part of our everlasting salvation.

We now have nothing to fear from his wrath — and we have everything to expect from his love.
The troubled spirit is now sweetly tranquilized. The weary soul finds rest. The wounded heart is
healed.

Joy springs up and flows forth, like streams from the smitten rock in desert of Horeb. The inner
man is happy.

God is the health of our countenance.

We rejoice, for our sins are pardoned.

God is at peace with us. The whole work of Christ is placed to our account.
Provision is made for all our needs. And we have nothing to fear, except sin.

We now become active for God. We wish all to enjoy that we do. We desire to do something to
honor that God — who has done so much for us. We go to his throne and ask, "What will you have
me to do?" and, however arduous the employment, however lowly the situation, whatever
self-denial it may call for — we are willing to engage in it. Spiritual life will be active, more so than
mere natural life. It will be active with God — in seeking blessings from him; and active for God —
in endeavoring to bring honor to him. The peaceful soul, the happy heart, are prepared to be
employed in God’s vineyard, and find pleasure in observing his holy commands. The result is
salvation. That is, deliverance from all that is dangerous in this world; and from all that is dreadful
in the world to come. Salvation flows freely from grace, it is brought near to us by the precious
blood of Jesus — but we receive, realize, and enjoy it — only under the gracious teachings of "the
Spirit of life."

Oh, ever blessed, and life-giving Spirit of God — fill me with divine life, make me lively in God’s
work and ways, and quicken millions of souls who are now dead in sin, that they may seek and
find the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory!

He is the Life-preserving Spirit — or he preserves the life which he imparts. When he quickens us
— he takes possession of us; and having once taken possession — he never abandons us. When
grieved by our conduct — he refuses to comfort us, assist us, or honor us — until we see our folly,
feel our criminality, and return to the Lord with weeping and supplication. But he secretly preserves
the principle of divine life, when he does not put forth his power within us.

He preserves divine life in our souls, by many, various, and painful afflictions. Sometimes by
sickness of body; sometimes by trying dispensations of his providence; sometimes by the wrath of
men; and sometimes even by the temptations of Satan. These things he employs and overrules . .
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to exercise our graces,

to subdue our corruptions,

to wean us from the world and

to draw or drive us to a throne of grace.

"By these things men live, and in all these things is the life of our spirits." He preserves us alive, if
not lively, by the ordinances of his house. Sometimes the song of praise, sometimes the fervent
prayer, sometimes the preached gospel, and sometimes the communion of saints — is employed
by him . ..

to quicken — or comfort us,
to reprove — or instruct us,

to humble — or elevate us. But his inward operations are the grand means of preserving our
spiritual life. He reveals Christ to us — and stirs up our affections to go out after him. He exhibits
sin in its own native deformity — and excites hatred and opposition to it. He stirs up our principles,
draws forth our desires, and leads us to hold communion with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ. Everything is only what the Holy Spirit makes it to us. Therefore, we sometimes find, that . .

the very things which we thought would dampen our zeal — inflame it;
what we imagined would destroy our hope — strengthens it;

what we feared would drive us from God — draws us closer to him;

and what appeared likely to prove our destruction — turns to our salvation.
Let us, then, eye the Spirit's operations,

let us watch the Spirit's working,

let us seek the Spirit’s influences, and

let us beware, lest we grieve the Spirit's love.

He is the Spirit of life — and without his constant operations we cannot live holily, happily, or
usefully.

He perfects the life he imparts. He nourishes it up unto eternal life. Having made the heart his
home — he never abandons it. Having claimed the person — he keeps possession. Hence the
apostle says, "If the Spirit of Him who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you — He who
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwells in
you." (Romans 8:11.) So also, John, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear — we shall be like him; for we
shall see him as he is." (1 John 3:2.) Once more, Paul says, "Our citizenship is in Heaven; from
whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it
may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to
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subdue all things unto himself" (Php 3:20-21.)

Thus we see, that where the Holy Spirit is, there is spiritual life; and that the life he imparts, he
nourishes, until the possessor of it rises up from the grave, in the exact likeness of the Lord Jesus
Christ! Oh, glorious privilege! Blessed, thrice blessed, Spirit of God, make our hearts your home,
your temple, and your glorious throne forever!

Reader, have you received the Holy Spirit? Have you been quickened from a death in sin — to a
life of righteousness? Does the Spirit of God dwell in you? There is no spiritual life without the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God does not dwell in us — if we have not been
quickened . . .

to feel our need of Christ;

to seek a saving interest in Christ;
to receive Christ by faith;

to live upon Christ; and

to consecrate ourselves to the praise and glory of Christ. The blessed Spirit always honors Christ;
and, in order to this — he always humbles the sinner, and lays him in the dust. We must be
nothing — that Christ may be all.

We must live upon Christ — or perish without Christ.
We must live like Christ — or we do not possess the Spirit of Christ.

We must live for Christ — or we shall not be owned and acknowledged by Christ. "The Spirit of
life" from God, must enter into us, new-create us, conform us to Jesus, and consecrate us to his
praise — or we shall perish forever! Spirit of God, now, now, take full, entire, and everlasting
possession of us, and preserve us to the coming and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ!
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Chapter 8

06 The Spirit of Grace

The Spirit of Grace

"And | will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and
supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one
mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son." Zechariah
12:10

Grace is one of the most beautiful words in God's Book. The very sound of it is musical to the
believer who understands it. It just meets our case, for it tells us that God is inclined to be
favorable unto us; more, that he is prepared to shower down the richest blessings upon us; and
that what he gives — he gives freely, from the love of his own heart.

Grace is favor shown to the unworthy, without any cause or reason — but what is found in God’s
own bosom. Grace never looks outside of itself for a motive — but is its own motive. It dwells in all
its fullness in Jesus, and is the glory of the gospel scheme. But we are not going to dwell upon
grace itself — but to fix the eye upon the Holy Spirit, as called, "the Spirit of grace." The Spirit is
the gift of God’s grace — one of it's greatest gifts. Indeed, it has no greater. Grace gave Jesus,
and it gives the Holy Spirit; these gifts are equal in value and importance, as they are equal in
nature, power, and glory. Without Jesus, we could have no deliverance from wrath, or title to
Heaven; and without the Holy Spirit, we would never realize deliverance, or be made fit for glory.
The Father promised the Spirit to his Son, and the Son bestows the Spirit upon his church, and
makes us new creatures in Christ Jesus. The Father laid up our fortune in Jesus; Jesus has
preserved for us all that the Father entrusted to him; but it is the Holy Spirit who makes known to
us — the wealth which our heavenly Father has laid up for us, and conveys the foretastes and
pledges of it into our souls. Holy and blessed Spirit, daily bring down into our souls fresh and fuller
supplies of grace from the Father and the Son! The Holy Spirit produces all our graces within us.
He is the root — and our graces are his fruits; hence we read, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." If we believe, it is through
grace. If we love, it is because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. If we
rejoice, it is in consequence of his revealing and applying the truth to our souls. When his influence
is put forth within us — then we . . .

believe God's word,
hope in his mercy,
rejoice in his goodness,
cleave to his cause,
walk in his ways,

love his truth, his people, and himself,
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holiness is then happiness,
duties are then pleasant, and

even the cross lays light upon our shoulders. But if the Spirit hides Himself, withdraws His
influences, and leaves us to ourselves — then we . . .

doubt and fear,

fret and pine,

kick and rebel,

rove from thing to thing, and

nothing will either please or satisfy us.

We often . . .

guestion the past,

are wretched at present,

and dread the future. But when he puts forth his power in us again . . .
our graces shoot forth like bulbous roots in the spring,

our sighs are exchanged for songs,

our fears are exchanged for fortitude,

our doubts are exchanged for confidence,

and our murmurings are exchanged for gratitude and love.
We then . ..

sink into the dust of self-abasement,

admire the forbearance and longsuffering of God,
condemn our own conduct, and

wonder that we are out of Hell.

Then we take down our harps from the willows, and with a melting heart, a weeping eye, and a
tremulous voice we sing, "The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on the
earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land. The fig tree forms
its early fruit; the blossoming vines spread their fragrance." Our wilderness is now turned into an
Eden, and our desert into the garden of the Lord. Come, Holy Spirit, come, and produce a spring
season in our souls, for, with the church of old, we cry, "Turn us again, O Lord God Almighty;
cause your face to shine, and we shall be saved.” The Holy Spirit is, emphatically, the gracious
Spirit. All that he does for us, and all that he works within us — is of grace. His grace is his glory,
and he glories in his grace. We may obtain his presence, and receive his blessing in answer to
prayer — but we can never deserve either, nor can we by any works we perform merit them. He
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graciously . . .

quickens the dead,

instructs the ignorant,

liberates the captives,

restores the wanderers,

comforts the dejected,

strengthens the weak,

and sanctifies the impure.

His work is his delight, and to see us holy and happy his pleasure!

Nothing grieves him like neglect, indifference, and going back to the beggarly elements of this
present world. Such conduct wounds his loving heart, grieves his kind and tender nature; hence it
was said of Israel: "They vexed and grieved his Holy Spirit." And the apostle exhorts us: "Grieve
not the Holy Spirit of God."

Brethren, we need the Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of grace, to make us gracious and graceful
Christians.

We cannot live up to our profession;

we cannot copy the example of our beloved Master;
we cannot keep his commandments;

we cannot love one another as he has loved us;

we cannot sympathize with lost sinners as we should;
we cannot keep God’s glory in view in all we do;

we cannot walk in high and holy fellowship with God;
we cannot meet death with peace and joy

— without the Spirit of grace!

Let us look up, therefore, to our heavenly Father, let us plead his precious promises, let us go in
the name of the Lord Jesus, and let us entreat him to give us more of "the Spirit of grace." He is
not backward to bestow — if we are willing to receive. He will not refuse to listen to us — if we are
earnest, hearty, and importunate. He will grant us the blessing — if we seek it as that which is
essential to our holiness and happiness, and to his honor and praise. His word warrants us to
expect that he will give his Holy Spirit to those who ask him. (Luke 11:13). His nature and his
name, encourage us to persevere in our application to his throne, until we receive. Oh, For Jacob’s
spirit — that we may wrestle until we prevail! Oh, for David’s power with God — that a messenger
may be caused to fly very swiftly, to assure us that our prayer is heard! Oh, for the faith and fervor
of the first Christians — that we may be all filled with the Holy Spirit and with power! Oh, for the
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fullness of "the Spirit of grace," to be poured out upon every member of the one church of Jesus,
that we may all love each other, and endeavor, by all possible means, to glorify his glorious name!
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Chapter 9
07 An Address to a Church in a Low Condition

An Address to a Church in a Low Condition

Beloved Friends, | greet you in his holy name, who is our life, our wisdom, our righteousness, and
our all. Grace be with you from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Though | shall not be
present with you, when you are met together for prayer — yet allow me for a few moments, to
address unto you the word of exhortation.

There are two subjects which | wish to bring before you, and impress upon your minds. Your
welfare is connected with your attention to them, and | pray God, that my remarks may be made a
blessing to you. O God, you alone can render human instrumentality efficient; put life, power, and
unction, into what | now write; that your name may be glorified, your people benefitted, and your
cause raised up from its low estate! The first point to which | would call your attention is PRAYER.
For this object you meet together, and it is almost impossible to over estimate its importance.
There is great power in real prayer. It "avails much." | have great faith in prayer, and am
persuaded, that if we did but pray more — things would be very different with us, and with our
churches. Nothing would make us doubt of success, if we enjoy a spirit of prayer, and feel drawn
together on purpose to plead with God for his presence and blessing. A few right-hearted believers
may do wonders, like Gideon'’s three hundred soldiers, if only banded together in the fear of God,
and frequently meeting to wrestle with the Most High. The prayer of faith is all but omnipotent.
"Whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.” Real prayer . . .

engages God on our side,

brings down the powerful influence of the Holy Spirit,

touches the hidden springs of man’s nature,

and alarms and conquers Satan.

Hence said the Savior, "Whatever you shall ask of the Father; in my name, he will give it to you."

Pray then, and pray for your pastor. Pray that his sanctification may be deepened, that his abilities
for his work may be increased, that his love to souls may abound more and more, that his zeal for
God may be greatly augmented, and that he may wisely feed the church of God, which he has
purchased with his own blood. Yes, that he may travail in birth for souls — until Christ is formed in
them.

Pray also for yourselves. That you may put away from among you — all anger, wrath, and
prejudice. That you may be filled with holy love — united together in the strongest bonds, for the
best purposes — strong in faith giving glory to God, and clad with zeal as a cloak. O my brethren,
we need . ..

deeper spirituality,
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more entire consecration to God,

more thorough devotedness to his cause,

more singleness of eye to his glory, and

more holy industry in bringing sinners under the sound of his word!

What we need — we should pray for, and while we ask for it in the name of Jesus, we should
believe that our heavenly Father is willing to bestow it. He will withhold no good thing from those
who walk uprightly.

Pray for lost sinners. Alas! they pray not for themselves. We as believers in Jesus are to intercede
for all men. Pray for the immediate conversion of those who attend with you, and by whom you are
surrounded. Pray for them, so that if any one of them should come into your prayer meeting, he
may see and feel from the very manner of your praying for him, that you wish him to be saved.
Pray as if the salvation of sinners depended on your prayers! Pray as if you could have no peace,
without sinners being converted to God. Pray as if you felt like Paul did when he said, "l could wish
that myself were accursed from Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to the flesh." Go to
the Lord as if you had special business with him, and that business was to beseech him to save
souls; and to save souls among you.

| am persuaded that we have not half love enough to the souls of men. We have not half faith
enough in the power of prayer. We are not half earnest enough with God. We do not pray as if we
felt that souls are immortal, that immortal souls are perishing, that there is no help for them but in
God, and that God has said to us, "l will be inquired of by you, to do these things for them." O if we
did but realize this subject aright, exercise faith in God’s promise aright, pray for God’s blessing
aright, and act in God’s work aright — he would send down his Holy Spirit to work wonders in our
midst! His arm is not shortened, that he cannot save;

neither is his ear heavy, that he cannot hear;

nor his Spirit straitened, that he cannot work;

nor his love diminished, that it cannot sympathize;
nor has his faithfulness to his word failed —

but we "have not, because we ask not; or because we ask amiss." O let us arouse, ourselves,
shake off our sloth, and stir up ourselves to take hold upon God! He is not reluctant to bless — but
he will have us cultivate proper dispositions of mind, and manifest that we are really in earnest in
his cause.

Pray for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. All our confidence, all our hope — is in the presence,
power, and operation of the Holy Spirit. Our preaching will be ineffectual, your efforts will fail —
unless the Holy Spirit is poured upon us from on high. If we do not honor the Holy Spirit, by
pleading for him, by pleading with him, and by depending upon him — he will not honor us. For
one of the immutable principles of the divine government is, "Those who honor me — | will honor;
but those who despise me — shall be lightly esteemed."”
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Dear friends, let us honor the Holy and ever blessed Spirit. Let us plead with the Father, the
promise which Jesus has given us, that he will send the Comforter, to work for us, to work in us,
and to work by us! Pray for the Holy Spirit in every prayer, and pray until the Lord opens the
windows of leaven, and pours out this blessing upon you. But beware, lest while you pray for the
Spirit, you grieve that Holy Spirit, and keep him from among you. Pride, envy, prejudice,
selfishness, covetousness, worldly-mindedness, or carnality will do it. Unless you . . .

cultivate love to all saints,

pity and desire to benefit all sinners,

live above the present world, and

act as those that are risen with Christ —

you have no scriptural warrant to expect that God will confer this great, this invaluable blessing
upon you. You will learn out in the school of bitter experience, the truth of the psalmist’s words, "If |
regard iniquity in my heart — the Lord will not hear my prayer!" If you hate whom the Lord loves,
despise whom the Lord honors, keep apart from those whom the Lord admits to the closest
communion with himself, simply because of some disagreement, or difference of opinion — then
you have no right to expect any great blessing to crown your efforts.

"Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful."
Colossians 3:12-15

Secondly, BE ACTIVE. Your pastor will be able to do little without you — but with you, though you
are few and feeble, he may do much. If you have large hearts — to love the many; warm hearts —
to love fervently; and strong hearts — to love in spite of infirmities; then you will be an honor to
God'’s cause, a comfort to your pastor, and a blessing to all around you. Unless your minister can
point to you and say, "You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by
everybody;" and unless all men can read in your tempers, conduct, and conversation, the genuine
effects of the gospel of Christ — little will be done. But if you are liberal, courteous, humble,
diligent, persevering, and devoted to God — great things may be accomplished. By courtesy, by
kindness, by evident devotedness to God — you may win over, and bring into fellowship with you,
all true Christians around you, who have no settled home; and bring back into fellowship any who
may have withdrawn from you. Such reunions are often very delightful; and the bone once broken,
if well set, seldom breaks again in the same place.

Seek to promote to the utmost of your power, the cause of God among you. Try every means you
can command, to crowd your place of worship with immortal souls. Invite strangers and sinners of
every class, to come and hear the gospel with you. Go to those who neglect public worship
altogether, and to those who only occasionally attend, on purpose to invite them to come with you.
Go more than once, if you do not succeed the first time. Promise them a comfortable seat, and see
that they have one if they come. Let them see that you feel a genuine interest in them, that you
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wish to do them good, that you aim at their salvation. Be not discouraged if some refuse — but
make up your mind that the house of prayer is to be filled, to be filled soon, and to be kept full: do
your utmost to accomplish so desirable an object.

Let every member try how many he can induce to attend, and when they attend, offer up special
prayer for their immediate salvation. While the servant of Christ is preaching the word — the
prayers of the Lord’s people should be ascending, that the Eternal Spirit may descend, and apply
the truth with invincible power to the hearts of all who hear. No one can tell what he can do, until
he tries; or say how useful God may make him. He often uses the weak things, to prove that his
word is still true which says, "Not by might, nor by power — but by my Spirit, says the Lord
Almighty." It is quite certain, that it is time that the Lord’s church arose and shook herself from the
dust, that every member tried to do some thing; to do more than he has been accustomed to do.
Satan is doing all he can, papists an doing all they can, infidels are doing all they can; and shall
WE sit still?" Shall we say, "May | be excused?" Surely not! Every one should be ambitious to do
his part. No one can be excused, nor should any one wish to be.

Brethren, the time is short, souls are perishing all around you, Jesus bids you to work in his
vineyard, and the "night will soon come in which no man can work." Think of what God has given
you, of what Jesus has done for you, of what the Holy Spirit has promised you in his blessed word,
and of the grace that is to be brought unto you at the appearing of Jesus Christ; and let these
things stimulate you to activity, and to entire devotedness to God. Act for God, and plead with
God; this is the way to succeed in the cause of God.

Let some portion of each day be set apart, purposely to pray for the Lord’s blessing on his cause;
and be assured that you will not, cannot, be losers by such a course. Remember, "The Lord turned
the captivity of Job — when he prayed for his friends." Our heavenly Father loves to see us come
to him, to ask for his blessing on his own cause; and to hear us pray for others. It shows that we
are of one mind with him, that we sympathize with his purpose, believe his promises, and desire to
carry out his precepts.

If therefore we would please God,

if we would obey the Savior,

if we would honor the Holy Spirit,

if we would fulfill our duties to the church,

if we would be a real blessing to the world,
and if we would prosper in our own souls —

we must pray, work, and contribute, with a view to the increase and establishment of God's
beloved church!

Let us then listen to our God who says, "Awake, awake, put on your strength, O Zion." Let us
imitate the apostle Paul, who said, "To the weak | became weak, to win the weak. | have become
all things to all men so that by all possible means | might save some." And let us be stimulated by
the language of the apostle James, who closed his loving epistle to the saints, by saying of the
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brother who aimed at the conversion of souls, "Let him know, that he which converts a sinner from
the error of his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." And is it
possible, that we poor, feeble, and imperfect as we are — may be used in so glorious, so godlike a
work? It is, and more than possible, it is certain.

If our hearts are set upon it,

if we cannot be satisfied without it,

if we prayerfully aim at it,

if we diligently pursue it —

we shall never be disappointed — but shall be honored to perform it.

Spirit of God, stir up your people to realize their responsibilities, to perceive the honor that is set
before them, and distinguish themselves as the disciples of him, "who went about doing good;"
and "who gave himself for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify us to himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works!"

Beloved, let us meditate on these things, let us pray over them, let us endeavor to practice them
— and "May the Lord bless you and protect you. May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to
you. May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace!"
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Chapter 10

08 The Glories of Christ

The Glories of Christ

There is but one object that can be presented to a sinner's mind, which contains all that is needful
for him, and all that is delightful to him — and that is JESUS! In Jesus, he finds an infinite variety
which is always pleasing and profitable! The more he knows of the person, perfections, and works
of Immanuel — the more happy, holy, and useful will he be. To know Christ — is true wisdom;

to love him — is the evidence of grace; and
to walk with him — is the highest honor that can be put upon a sinful creature!

It is the office of the Holy Spirit to open the understanding to behold his glories, and to
communicate to the soul the enjoyment of his love; and it is the delight of a truly spiritual mind to
think of him, feed on him, and rejoice in him. There is nothing in Christ — but what is precious to
him; there is nothing out of Christ, or that does not conduce to his glory — which is highly
esteemed by him. Christ is the object of his faith, love, and desire; and the subject of his
meditation, boast, and song in the house of his pilgrimage. To a Christian, Christ is ALL! By a
worldling, Christ is despised and rejected. The former sympathizes with Jehovah the Father, who
delights in him; the latter sympathizes with the prince of darkness, who hates and belies him. The
believer is knit to Jesus, walks in fellowship with Him, and desires above all things to exalt and
glorify Him. Jesus is just suited to the believer, and he thinks on Him with great delight and
satisfaction!

1. The PERSON of Immanuel is peculiarly glorious to him; here manhood and divinity are united
— God and man is one Christ. Here he beholds all the solemn and amiable perfections of God —
united to the sinless passions and affections of man. The glory of the former is softened by the
latter — and the latter becomes dignified and glorious by the former. He demands our adoration —
and he invites our love. He may be . . .

trusted without fear,
worshiped without idolatry,
served without dread, and

approached without alarm. To love him is the natural effect of knowing him — and adoration is
always connected with this love. His very nature is love, he possesses a fullness of grace, and his
heart overflows with mercy! His every act, word, and work as the Savior — is mixed with love,
exhibits grace, and displays mercy! His compassion is unbounded, he is full of pity, and is
longsuffering to us, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
LOVE always reigned in his heart, and is the peculiar glory of his character; out of love to us — he
came into our world to bless us, and —

"This was compassion like a God,
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That when the Savior knew

The price of pardon was his blood,
His pity ne’er withdrew.

He sunk beneath our heavy woes
To raise us to his throne!

There’s ne’er a gift his hand bestows
But cost his heart a groan!"

Jesus is glorious in the love he displays in the salvation of his people. He freely fixed his heart
upon them — and took an eternal delight in the idea of saving, honoring, and glorifying them. His
love to them was the great cause of all that he . . .

did for them;

promised to them,

and bestows upon them! His love, like himself, remains immutably the same. He always . . .
HAS loved His people,

DOES love His people,

and WILL love His people!

All the perfections of his nature, and all the resources he has provided, are at the command of his
love — and all will be manifested and expended to do his people good. Love brought him from
Heaven to earth — that he might be our sin-bearing substitute. Love took him back to Heaven —
that he might plead our cause, and prepare for us in his glorious abode. And love will bring him to
earth again, that he may raise our dust, glorify our persons, and receive us to himself.

Love never thinks it stoops too low, does too much, or conceives too highly of the beloved object.
The love of Jesus is magnified by the depth of his humiliation, the extent of his work, and the
expressions of his estimation contained in his word. When we look at the objects of his love in their
poverty, rebellion, and wretchedness; at the price he paid for them; the blessings bestowed on
them; and the glory prepared for them — we may well exclaim, "What manner of love is this!"
"Behold how he loved them!" His love is the spring from whence flows salvation, comfort,
protection, holiness, and Heaven. Could his love be removed from us — our souls would be
undone, our hopes would be blighted, and all our bright prospects would perish. But here is its
glory — it is always the same, as vigorous, as active, and as certain. His love no end or measure
knows,

No change can turn its course;
Immutably the same, it flows,

From one eternal source!
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2. Christ's WORK is glorious. He undertook to reconcile Heaven and earth; to render Jehovah
glorious in the eyes of his creatures — and the church glorious in the eyes of Jehovah. In our
nature, he performed all the conditions of the better covenant, and obtained all power and
authority in Heaven and in earth. He . . .

put away sin,

conquered Satan,

brought in everlasting righteousness,

abolished death,

passed sentence on the world lying in wickedness,
conquered every foe,

satisfied every claim, and

ascended triumphant to Heaven. His work, the Father accepted — and accepts every sinner who
embraces and depends upon it. His name was sounded as the object of angelic adoration through
the heavenly world, and is published as the ordinance of salvation through our miserable earth.
Angels admire and wonder at his work, they love and adore his person; sinners who know their
danger — fly to his arms for refuge, rely upon what he has done, and glory in his adorable name!
But too many, alas!

close their eyes to his beauties,
stop their ears against the proclamation of his grace,

and perish in their sin! His work is honorable and glorious, and his righteousness endures for ever.
It is an eternal honor to himself, an honor to his Father’s throne, and an honor to his people, too.
All who truly know it — trust it; all who trust it — find peace and joy in believing it. It is our song in
the house of our pilgrimage, our comfort in the article of death, our title to mansions in the skies,
and will be our boast and glory forever. His disposition, as manifested in his conduct when on
earth, and since seated at the right hand of power, is truly glorious! Unbounded kindness,
unparalleled meekness, and exquisite tenderness — shine in all his dealings with his people.
Toward poor sensible sinners he manifests incomparable gentleness, longsuffering, and the
patience of a God; he receives them graciously, loves them freely, and forgives them heartily. He
has never left room for one to doubt the kindness of his heart, the power of his arm, or the
faithfulness of his word. And if he had never invited us to him, or promised to receive us — yet if
we knew the kindness of his disposition — we could not despair. He forgets past injuries when the
sinner confesses at his throne; and receives to his bosom, even those who had spurned at his
grace. He receives sinners, and rejoices at the return of the lost sheep to the fold.

3. Christ's NAMES are precious, they sparkle in the believer’s eye, and fall like sweet music on the
ear; there is a glory and excellence in them, not to be found in others.

He is called JESUS, because he came into the world to save sinners: he loved, labored, suffered,
bled, died, rose, ascended, and intercedes to save his people from their sins! His merit is the price
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he paid,

his gospel the instrument he uses,

his Spirit the agent he sends,

his power the attribute he employs —

to accomplish the purpose so near to his heart.

He will save, he will rest in his love, and will rejoice over his people with singing.

He is called CHRIST, because anointed by the Father to be the Mediator between God and man.
He stands . . .

between earth and Heaven,
between justice and mercy,
between the sinner and his Maker’s wrath.

He presents his sin-atoning sacrifice to God — he presents salvation to man. He gives God what
his justice demands — and the sinner a supply for all his needs. The sinner looks to Jesus for
acceptance — and God looks to Jesus to maintain the honor of his throne. The sinner is received
— and Jehovah is glorified.

He is called Immanuel, 'God with us’ — to show us that God can dwell with us, and manifest
himself unto us. He is God in human nature, and in him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily; thus he brings all the attributes and perfections of God to the great work of salvation. How
then can we fear, when he is able and willing to save to the very uttermost? Able — because God;
willing — for he was made flesh to dwell among us. His arm is omnipotent,

his merit is infinite, and
his mercy inconceivably great!

He is near of kin unto us as man, our Brother; bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. His heart is
set upon us as God, for he loves us with an everlasting love. "Hereby perceive we the love of God,
because he laid down his life for us."

4. Christ's OFFICES render him glorious in the believer's eye, and dear to the believer’'s heart. He
is in office — for us, for our salvation, peace, and satisfaction.

He is a PROPHET, who possessing all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge — condescends to
instruct the ignorant sons of men. He opens to our view the mysteries of redeeming mercy, and
reveals the glorious designs of sovereign grace. He teaches man his true condition, and reveals to
him how God can be just and the justifier, of such a sinner as he feels himself to be.

He is a PRIEST, who has made an atonement for the guilty, by offering one all-sufficient sacrifice
to God — and has entered into the holy place, ever living to make intercession for us. He
reconciled us to God, by his expiating death; and saves us, by his life of intercession. He presents
our prayers, persons, and sacrifices to God; making them acceptable by the incense of his merits.
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He is a KING, who receives the returning rebel, and grants a pardon; who rules over his people by
his love and his laws; and defends all who trust him from danger and death. He rules over
mankind, and in the believer. He is King of kings and Lord of lords. As a Prophet — he saves from
ignorance and error;

as a Priest — he saves from guilt and condemnation;
as a King — he saves from dangers and foes.

In these offices — the sinner finds all that he needs. The believer loves his Savior in each of his
offices; he would be a scholar as well as a dependant; a subject as well as a son. He cannot
dispense with the lesson, the sacrifice, or the scepter — but . . .

learns from his Prophet;

trusts in his Priest;

and obeys his King.

5. Christ's RELATIONS endear him to the Christian’s heart, and add to the glories he wears.

He is the FATHER who receives the poor returning prodigal, and pities his spendthrift children
when reduced to destitution. Like as a father pities his children, so Jesus pities those who fear
him; he knows their frame, he remembers that they are but dust.

He is a BROTHER born for adversity — to relieve, acknowledge, and raise, the degraded family of
God. He raises the poor from the dust, and the beggar from the dunghill' He deals out his bread to
the hungry, provides a garment for the naked, and receives the out-cast home. He not only wears
our nature — but has our interests at heart.

He is the HUSBAND who . . .

brings us into marriage-union with himself,
provides for all our necessities,
supplies all our wants,

and assures us of his unalterable love.
He gives us . ..

his arm to support us,

his fullness to supply us,

his name to entitle us,

his robe to cover us,

his angels to guard us,

his Word to assure us, and

his Heaven to be our habitation at last!

Sermonindex.net | Page 42



"He is my Shepherd, Husband, Friend,
My Prophet, Priest, and King;

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,
To whom my praise | bring!"

6. Christ’s glories appear in the numerous and appropriate COMPARISONS employed to set him
forth.

He is the CITY OF REFUGE which receives the poor sinner who flies from the avenger of blood.
The gates are always open, the way is made plain, and the gracious assurance is given, "He who
comes unto me, | will never cast out; but he shall dwell in safety and be free from fear of evil."
Threatened vengeance may terrify while at a distance from Jesus — but there is safety at his feet,
and peace at his cross. As the TOWER OF STRENGTH he protects from the army that invades,
and supplies with provision the necessitous and distressed. No officer can arrest us, no foe can
overcome us, no danger can harm us — if sheltered in Jesus, the sinner’s stronghold. His name is
a strong tower into which the righteous run and are safe; for then they dwell on high, and whose
refuge will be the mountain fortress.

He is represented . . .

as the choicest food:;

as the kindest friend;

as affording a grateful shade;

as becoming an invaluable portion;
as imparting the sweetest light;

as bearing precious fruit;

as preventing all evil and harm.
There is nothing that . . .

delights the senses,

dignifies the mind, or

ennobles the character —

but Jesus is compared to it and represented by it! Still,
"The whole creation can afford

But some faint shadows of our Lord:
Nature to make his glories known

Must mingle colors not her own!" The Lord Jesus is all that God can make him — and all that man
can wish him to be! He is glorious in holiness, grace, and truth! Eternity is set apart for the
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unfolding of his glories — to our everlasting satisfaction and unceasing delight! To see him here in
the looking-glass of the gospel by the eye of faith — fills us with joy unspeakable and full of glory!
And we then look forward to eternity and delighted sing,

"There where my blessed Jesus reigns
In Heaven’s unmeasured space,

I'll spend a long eternity,

In pleasure and in praise!

Millions of years my wondering eyes
Shall o’er your beauties rove,

And endless ages I'll adore

The glories of your love!"

Reader, do you know this Jesus? Have you committed your soul to him? Is he precious to you? If
you are believing his word, relying on his work, and looking for his mercy — then you are blessed
indeed! But if you have not fled to him for refuge, if you are living at a distance from him, a stranger
to him — then your case is sad, your state is highly dangerous. "He puts away all the wicked of the
earth as dross; he hates the workers of iniquity." He will be glorified in your eternal punishment, as
onewho has . ..

rejected his word,
despised his grace, and
trifled with his mercy!

O think of your danger! Reflect on your dreadful condition! Unless you repent — you must certainly
perish! If you do not turn to him — he will whet his sword, and make ready his arrows upon the
string! Flee, O flee from the wrath to come! Jesus is ready to receive, save, and bless you! His
arms are open to receive

Whoever to him flies;

Pardon and present peace to give

And love that never dies. His love exceeds your highest thoughts;
He pardons like a God;

He will forgive your numerous faults,

And cleanse you in his blood!
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Chapter 11
09 A Word to Parents and Teachers

A Word to Parents and Teachers That real religion is of the greatest importance,
that it cannot be possessed too early,

that it is generally produced by the power of the Holy Spirit attending the well-directed efforts of his
people

— are truths generally admitted by the Lord’s people. But though generally admitted — they are
not realized so powerfully as they should be. They do not influence our conduct as they ought. If
they did, we would be daily studying how we may present truth to the young mind in the most
attractive form, and impress it on the young heart in the most powerful manner. We would live to
spread the truth, and bring immortal souls under its influence. Our prayers would be more pointed,
powerful, and frequent, and our efforts would be more direct, serious, and sustained. My dear
friends, let us enter on a new course. Let us seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit and with power, to
be daily "anointed with fresh oil," to be entirely devoted and consecrated to God and his service.
Let us seek to be influenced by his love, to be ruled by his word, and to be useful in bringing
sinners to his throne. How little some of us have done for God hitherto; let us therefore seek to be
doubly diligent in the future. Our opportunities to do good may be fewer — they may be very few.
Let us gather up the fragments of time which are left us, and employ them for God and the good of
souls; especially in endeavoring to win the souls of the young for Jesus. They may prove more
faithful servants, more obedient children, more successful laborers — than we have done. O to be
instrumental in training up a wise, holy, and successful agency, to be employed in the Lord’s
Church, for the Savior’s honor and the salvation of sinners — when we slumber in the quiet grave!

Parents! Seek to bring your children to Jesus. Set your hearts upon this. Make this your daily
prayer. Be on the look-out for opportunities to place truth before them, and carefully avoid
everything that would hinder them, or prejudice them against the gospel. Show them that your
religion is a reality — a glorious reality. That it makes you happy; that it makes you holy; that it
makes you like the Lord Jesus Christ; that it fills you with concern for others; and with a desire to
make all about you as holy and as happy as yourselves.

Teachers, do the same things. Be sure that you are in Christ; that the Holy Spirit dwells in you; that
you have passed from death unto life. Live in close and daily fellowship with God. Make the
salvation of your children your great object. Long for it. Labor for it. Pray for it. Rest not satisfied
without it.

Begin anew from this time. Begin as you never began before. Begin in the Lord’s strength. Set
apart special seasons to plead at the Lord’s throne.

Teach as you never taught before. Be determined to interest your charge in the things that belong
unto their peace. Live to bring children to Christ. Never lose sight of your class. Let every child
have a place in your heart. Pray for every child by name, and lay before the Lord all you know of
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its faults, desires, connections, hindrances; and endeavor to bring down the Holy Spirit into every
child’s heart. Make thorough work of it, determined that if any of your children leave your class in
an unconverted state — it shall not be for lack of prayer, or direct effort to prevent it.

Let us all be up and doing. The time is short. The work is great. The consequences are most
solemn. Our responsibility is weighty.

Souls are perishing!
Brethren, to the rescue!
Men of Israel, help!

Satan is busy, his agents are busy — and let us be busy too. By every possible means, in every
possible way — let us labor to save souls from Hell. The work is glorious, and the reward will be
great, for "Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead
many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever" (Deuteronomy 12:3). "He who wins souls
is wise" (Proverbs 11:30).

Let it also be our endeavor to interest the young in the spread of God'’s truth through the world.
The present is the age of missions. Every church should be a missionary church, and every
Christian a missionary to those that are without. But while we must not neglect home — we must
not lose sight of the millions of the heathen, who are sitting in darkness and ha the shadow of
death. By pleading with God to raise up holy and gifted men to go forth unto them; by beseeching
him to bless and succeed those who are gone; by meeting together to wrestle with God for them;
and by large, generous, and regular contributions to the cause — let us show our interest in, and
attachment to, the missionary cause. May the Holy Spirit make missionaries of us all, by filling us
with . . .

the love of Jesus,
pity for perishing sinners, and

zeal for the glory of God. May he come down upon us in all the fullness of his graces and gifts, and
enable us to live to God, labor for God, and thus adorn the doctrine of God more than we have
hitherto done. There is nothing that the church so much needs at this juncture — as the coming
down of the Holy Spirit in his power, grace, and quickening operations; for this, therefore, let us
plead with God; on this let us steadily set our hearts; without this, let nothing satisfy us. Oh, to see
heathen idolatry vanish away, Mohammadanism expire, and Popery consumed by the bright and
glorious rising of the Sun of Righteousness! Lord, hasten it, hasten it in your time!
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Chapter 12

10 Salvation by Grace!

Salvation by Grace!
"By grace you are saved!" Ephesians 2:8

Salvation is confessedly a matter of the greatest importance — a matter in which we are all
interested; but yet it is a subject which is much neglected. Not but there is much said and written
about it; but how few are there who seriously and heartily inquire: How are sinners saved? From
what does salvation arise? In what channel does it flow? To what end is it directed?

If we come to the inspired volume for instruction upon this momentous subject, if we come as little
children to learn what God the Holy Spirit says upon the point — we shall meet with all necessary
information: these sacred pages reveal all that is necessary to be known for our comfort,
satisfaction, and direction. The Apostle Paul, who received his divinity from Heaven, and was
taught it by the immediate revelation of Jesus Christ — twice in one chapter informs us, that it is by
favor we are saved; for what is grace — but simply the favor of God — the favor of God
manifested without regard to desert or deservings. And it is as clear from the word of God, as the
shining of the sun at noon, that unless we are saved as an act of grace — we can never be saved
at all. What have we to recommend us to the notice of a holy God, or what can we do to entitle us
to so great a blessing? If the least good quality were demanded — we have it not; if any good work
were prescribed — we could not perform it. But it is "not by works of righteousness which we have
done — but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of
the Holy Spirit."

Salvation is by favor freely shown. The Lord fixed upon the objects whom he intended to deliver
from sin, Satan, and the curse; and whom he designed to raise to holiness, happiness, and honor.
There was nothing to induce him to choose them, but his own infinite love; and he assigns no
reason but his sovereign good pleasure. "l will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will
have compassion on whom | will have compassion." He chose his people out from the vast mass
of humanity; and recorded their names in the book of life. He gave them to our dear and adorable
Immanuel — to be his care, charge, and bride. He appointed them to life, sonship, and conformity
to Jesus — and all of unbiased favor.

Desert, or creature excellence — was left out of the question, when Grace sat upon the throne,
and exerted her sovereign rights. The favor that benefitted the one, neither directly nor indirectly
injured the others; grace scatters her blessings upon millions — but never utters a curse against
any. She provides salvation for her objects — but is in no sense the cause of the damnation of the
rest. Her language is Save; but never Destroy. She has filled thousands of hearts with life,
holiness, and love, and as many tongues with praise; but never gave occasion to any to reflect
upon her right, or to accuse her of unkindness.

Grace, or favor, rightly viewed — embodies everything that is sweet, pleasant, charming, and
delightful. Grace is like music to the ear, honey to the palate, beautiful prospects to the eye, and
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fragrance to the smell. Grace is as free as the summer breeze, as pure as the sun’s bright ray, and
as pleasant as the morning light. All who know it, love it; all who have seen, admire; and all who
enjoy, adore. It finds . . .

a depth for our sins,

a fountain for our needs,

a covering for our persons, and

a Heaven for our eternal habitation!

Oh that Heaven would coin language sufficiently grand, and furnish ideas sufficiently noble — to
speak of the glories of grace, or show forth half its praise!

Salvation is by favor wisely displayed. Our gracious God has abounded towards us in all wisdom
and prudence. Grace has wisely contrived a plan which . . .

secures all the glories of Deity,

frustrates the designs of devils and opposing men,
highly exalts its divine and glorious agent,

and exactly suits the poor sinner’s case —

a plan calculated to fill the minds of cherubim and seraphim with wonder and admiration, and
redeemed sinners with never-ending praise;

a plan which reveals more of the divine perfections, and displays more of the divine glories than
was ever known or seen before, or than we have any reason to conclude ever could have been
through any other means.

Justice receives its due,

mercy is prodigal of her favors,

majesty is honored in the highest, and

love is shown to be of immeasurable extent.

Heaven resigns its chief attraction — that earth might be visited, and man redeemed. Jesus
descends to save, to suffer, and to die. He honors the requiring precept, pays the dreadful penalty,
and ascends a glorious conqueror to the skies. He is invested with the judicial government of the
universe, clothed with all power in Heaven and in earth, furnished with the archives of eternity —
that he may sanctify, discipline, and glorify his people. The Spirit assumes office, the storehouse of
eternity is thrown open, a throne of grace is erected, and the glorious glad tidings are published —
that the objects of grace may be accomplished. No sin is sanctioned, no right forfeited, no divine
attribute tarnished, no consistent relation dissolved; but a revenue of glory to Jehovah is secured,
in the execution of this glorious plan. Well may the Psalmist pray, "Remember me, O Lord, when
you show favor to your people, come to my aid when you save them, that | may enjoy the
prosperity of your chosen ones, that | may share in the joy of your nation and join your inheritance

Sermonindex.net | Page 48



in giving praise."

Salvation is by favor exerting divine power. All the attributes of Deity are in concert with grace, and
join in the glorious work of saving poor sinners. The omnipotence of Jehovah is ready to
accomplish the purposes of grace; and salvation is wrought in the soul by the power of God, which

subdues the stubborn will,
breaks the hard heart,
elevates the earth-bound affections,

and turns the current of the soul. In vain had Jesus shed the blood of his heart — unless he
exerted the power of his arm! For such is the stupid, hardened, and deathlike condition of man —
that he will not regard the voice of the charmer, charm he ever so wisely. All would have remained
obdurate, and perished in their sin — without the presence and energy of the Holy Spirit, to
quicken, convert, and sanctify the blood-bought people. The Father looks to the cross for
satisfaction, the Spirit leads the sinner there for sanctification, and peace is realized and enjoyed
when faith receives the atonement. But powerful must be that agency, and strong those principles,
which lead . . .

from self to Jesus,
from sin to holiness,

from the world to the cross of Christ! That agency is the Spirit Jehovah, acting in honor of the
Redeemer’s ransom; those principles are from above, and are styled a new creation. Both the one
and the other are necessary to accomplish the design of grace; and both are secured through the
infinite merit of Immanuel’'s death. Oh, admirable plan! How perfect, how glorious, and complete!
Satan would have still held his captives, and the world would have claimed her vassals — but for
the exertion of the power of God. But now the strong man is conquered, all that is in the world is
overcome, and Grace sets her children free — yes, and makes them free indeed!

Salvation is by favor conferring blessings. Salvation is one vast blessing, which, like the rod of
Moses, swallows up all other blessings in itself. It is not only the payment of a debt — but the
conferring of a favor. "He has saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works — but according to his own purpose and grace, given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began." All we are, and all we shall be — flows from free grace. Conviction of sin, a sense of
danger, the cry of need, the longing for freedom, the appetite for righteousness, the confession of
guilt, wrestling at the throne, the good tidings of pardon, the enjoyment of liberty, the witness of the
Spirit, the unutterable groan, and the delightful cry of ’Abba, my Father and my God’ — all flow
from free grace, and are but effects produced by rich and sovereign grace. Every blessing
necessary for time or eternity is included in the word, "salvation." Grace has provided, promised,
and proclaimed all blessings to all who believe in Jesus. Faith evidences our right to all the
blessings of the covenant, all the merit of the Son of God, and all the privileges of the everlasting
gospel.
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Salvation is by favor commanding obedience. Grace is the expression of the favor of an infinitely
holy God, and therefore cannot in any sense sanction sin. It requires obedience, not as a term of
life, or to procure a title to Heaven — but to manifest our gratitude to God, out of love to the Lord
Jesus; to prove the power and purity of our principles, and to benefit society. Grace removes sin
meritoriously — by the sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross; and efficaciously — by the work of the
Holy Spirit in the heart. Grace hates sin above all things! Sin is abhorrent to the very nature of
grace, and therefore it is strictly prohibited, and invariably corrected. The doctrines of the gospel
exhibit grace — in its supremacy, majesty, and glory. The promises exhibit grace — in its liberality,
forethought, and bounty. And the precepts exhibit grace — in its hatred to sin, its holiness, and
righteousness. That which tolerates or sanctions sin — is not the grace of God. Grace breaks the
heart for sin, leads us to hate and forsake it, and to sigh and cry for perfect freedom from it. The
commands of grace are imperative, necessary, and beneficial; they are intended for our good as
much as the promises, and should be loved equally with them. He who trifles with the commands,
knows but little of the power of the promises, or the energy of the doctrines. For these rightly
known and experimentally enjoyed — produce love to holiness, and concern to glorify God, by
observing all his statutes. Grace on the throne — produces sanctification of heart. And grace in the
heart — produces holiness of life. We look . . .

to the doctrines for instruction;

to the promises for support; and

to the precepts for direction;

and honor grace in each.

Salvation, then,

originates in the free grace of God,

flows in the channel of the Redeemer’s blood, and
aims at the glorification of Jehovah in all his persons and perfections.
Salvation was . . .

planned in eternity,

executed in time, and

shall be realized and enjoyed until eternity can end.
Salvation is . . .

divine in its contrivance, execution, and application;
holy in its character, tendency, and design;

and free in its bestowment, operations, and fixation.

It is: of God — by faith — to holiness — forever! Are you saved? Has the grace of God brought
salvation to you? Is your heart changed, your will renewed, and your conscience purified and
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made tender? Do you love holiness, hate sin, walk uprightly, fear God, and aim at the honor of
Jesus in all you do? Do you . . .

groan, being burdened with inward corruption;
live by faith in the Son of God,;

watch against temptation;

resist Satan;

conquer the world; and

look for glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life? Is Jesus precious, grace delightful, mercy
sweet, and your conversation in Heaven? The opposite of salvation — is damnation; and as
salvation is entirely of grace — damnation is entirely of works! God alone is the author of the
former, man alone is the author of the latter. Justice punishes for sin — and only for sin. Every
man digs his own Hell, fixes the amount of his own punishment, and goes to perdition with a fixed
determination. He closes his ear and heart against the gospel, turns his back upon the way of life,
chooses and pursues the way of death. He manifests a decided opposition to God, in every
thought of his heart and action of his life; and says, "Depart from me — | desire not the knowledge
of your ways!"

Oh, sinner, God notices your contempt, regards your infidelity, and will surely bring you into
judgment! Think of your imminent danger, stop in your dangerous course, call upon God for
pardon, flee unto Jesus for life, and strive to enter in at the strait gate! The door of salvation is
open, the way of escape is at hand, and salvation with all its blessings may be enjoyed — for
"whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved." Oh taste and see, that the Lord is
good! Repent and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out; for our God will abundantly
pardon. May the Lord allow you to know, enjoy, and confess this to be the case, to the glory of his
grace.

"Salvation! O the joyful sound!

'Tis pleasure to our ears!

A sovereign balm for every wound,
A cordial for our fears.

Buried in sorrow and in sin,

At hell’s dark door we lay;

But we arise by grace divine,

To see a heavenly day."
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Chapter 13
11 Have | Been Born Again?

Have | Been Born Again? A more important question cannot engage my attention, or employ my
time; for Jesus has said, "Truly, truly, | say unto you — unless a man is born again — he cannot
see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). As, therefore, | wish to be a subject of God’s kingdom on
earth, and in Heaven; and as | cannot without a new birth — let me carefully examine myself, and
endeavor to ascertain if | have been born again. | frequently fear | have not, because . . .

my heart is so depraved,
my sinful passions are so strong,
my walk is so uneven, and

Satan so often gets the mastery of me. My fears are very painful, they weaken my faith, agitate my
mind, and disturb my plans. But | would rather fear — if | am right; than live in calm and serenity —
if I am wrong. Lord, search me. Lord, help me to examine myself. Lord, decide the doubtful case
for me. Lord, set me right, and then keep me right.

Those who are born again are . . .
convinced of sin,

concerned about sin,

flee to Jesus to be saved from sin,
and have their hearts set against sin.

How is it with me? | see and feel every day that | am a sinner; sin often fills me with the deepest
concern; | do look to Jesus as the only sacrifice for sin, and cry to him to save me from the guilt,
power, love, and consequence of sin; and | feel, at least at times, hatred to sin, to all sin.

But, alas, | feel that sin has still great power in my heart, it works in my imagination, conscience,
will, and affections; it appears in my looks, words, and conduct. It is too strong for me, | cannot
subdue it, or free myself from it. Never did the Publican’s prayer suit anyone better than it does me
at this moment, "God be merciful to me a sinner!”

Some sins | always hate — but there are some sins to which | feel my heart secretly inclining. My
whole soul is not set against all sin in myself, at least not at all times; and, in consequence of this, |
often doubt, fear, and give way to unbelief. Oh, how painful the suspicion which now arises in my
heart, "If | should find out at last that after all my profession, after all my religious enjoyments, and
after | have preached to others — that | am not born again, and therefore am a castaway!" The
supposition is dreadful, the doubt seems to pierce one’s very vitals. O Jesus, you search the
thoughts and the heart; oh, let me know if I am born again!

Those who are born again, pray without ceasing. They have . . .
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such a feeling sense of their necessities,
such a view of the Redeemer’s fullness, and
feel a principle working within them, which urges them to approach the throne of grace.

How is it with me? | cannot live without prayer. | pray at set times, and | pray in almost all places,
and at almost all times. But my prayers are often so short, so lifeless, so powerless — that though
| use no form, they appear to be no better than form. Pray | must — but | am often impelled by
fear, led by a sense of duty, and go to it in a mere customary manner. Prayer is often a task, a
burden, and sometimes it is even wearisome. Can | be born again? But if | am not — would | pray
at all? At least, would it seem to be natural to me to pray? Would | approach the Lord, as | often
do, without ceremony — and commence telling him my tale of woe, and asking his blessing and
intervention, without any introduction? Do the unconverted do this? Where the life of God is not in
the soul — is this, can this be the case? Holy and ever blessed Spirit, you know my real case, my
true condition, reveal it to me. If | am regenerate — banish my doubts, disperse my fears, inspire
me with confidence, and bear your own witness with my heart, "that | am born of God."

Those who are born again love the saints, all the saints; and the loving John has written, "We
know that we have passed from death unto life — because we love the brethren." Well, | do love
many of the saints — but do | love all that | know? | love those who are with me, and are kind to
me; but do | love those who differ from me, and who treat me unkindly? Do | love a saint in rags?
Do | love a believer in sickness and destitution? Do | love the poor, illiterate, uncultivated, more
repulsive, of the people of God? Do | love saints because they are saints, and just in proportion to
their resemblance to the Lord Jesus Christ? Alas, | sometimes fear that | love something in them
besides the image of Christ, and love them for something, also, besides their saintship. How
difficult | find it to love some of them at all. How | can dwell upon their faults, and speak of their
failings. | feel jealous of some, and | envy others. Would this be the case if my heart was sound in
God’s statutes? Then | am so changeable towards them, sometimes | love them so warmly, and
feel as if nothing was too good to give them, or too arduous to undertake for them; but at another
time | have nothing to bestow, nor any inclination to serve them. Oh, heart-searching God,
examine me, | beg you, and let me know — am |, or am | not, born again!’

Those who are born again love the Savior. This is often my brightest evidence. | do find Jesus
precious. There is music in his name. There is adaptation in his mercy, merit, and word, to my
circumstances. | love to hear him exalted, and to exalt him myself. | never feel as if | could think
highly enough of him, or speak of him so as to show forth half his excellencies. But, then, do | love
him for what he is in himself, and for what he has done for others? Or is mine only selfish love,
arising from a persuasion that | am a favorite, that he has saved me from Hell, and will bring me to
Heaven?

Besides which, my love is so fluctuating, at times | seem to love many inferior things more than
him; my heart is as hard as a stone, my affections are as cold as winter, and | can perceive little if
any difference between myself and the worldling, or those who are clearly only mere professors.
Though at other times | find my heart warm at the mention of his name, and glow when his praises
are sung. Oh, that the love of Jesus did so . . .

fill my heart,
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inflame my affections,
regulate my actions, and
consecrate my life —

that it would be impossible for me to doubt whether | loved him sincerely, constantly, and
consistently — or not!

| sometimes think that if | have not loved Jesus — | never have loved anyone; if | do not love him
now — | love no one. But | want certainty.

Eternity is so solemn.

Hell is so dreadful.
Heaven is so glorious.
Death is so near.
Delusions are so powerful.
Mistakes are so common.

Therefore | want the indubitable proof, the unquestionable evidence, the living, abiding witness
within and without me — that | am born of God. Oh, holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three
persons in One God, | beseech you to decide for me, and register that decision by the finger of the
Holy Spirit upon my conscience — am | born again?

Reader, | have opened my heart to you. | have told you my case. | have unfolded my concern. |
have showed you my desire. | have confessed my imperfections. | have made known my
anxieties.

How is it with you? Do you ever feel thus? Have you any sympathy with me in my hopes and fears,
my desires and doubtings, my pains and pleasures? It is a solemn, most solemn subject — for if
we are not born again . . .

we cannot be saved,

Heaven will be barred against us,

hope will fly from us,

despair will brood over us,

the burning lake will receive us,

indescribable torments will be awarded to us,

devils and damned souls will be our miserable companions,

God will be our enemy, our irreconcilable enemy forever and ever!

Oh, let us, then, while we have the opportunity, search our own hearts, cry to the Lord for mercy,
nor rest satisfied until we can say, "We are born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
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by the word of God, which lives and abides forever!"
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Chapter 14

12 The Way to Succeed

The Way to Succeed "The idol makers encourage one another, saying to each other: Be strong!"
Isaiah 41:6

If the object had been good — the conduct would have been excellent. As it is, it reads us a
lesson, and presents us with an example. Let us endeavor to learn the one, and copy the other.
Here is a sinking cause — but a courageous people. They were not to be frightened. They would
not easily give it up. They would not resign without a struggle, and a desperate struggle too. All
went to work — and kept at work. They united their efforts, and concentrated their energies. They
watched over each other to assist and encourage. None were overtaxed, because all were ready
to help. None were allowed to give up, because each encouraged the other. Thus idolatry spread,
and thus idolatry was sustained. Idolaters are generally linked together; and their determined
efforts to support a bad cause — is a pointed and powerful reproof to us.

Let Christians but do as they did, and our little churches would increase, our sinking churches
would rise, and the gospel would spread and be successful. God prospers the industrious. He
blesses the loving, united, well-directed efforts of his people. He ever honors those who thus honor
him.

Here is a church in a low condition; its members are few, its resources small, its hopes feeble, and
its friends are discouraged. What is to be done?

Give up? Never! Are there differences? Settle them! Are there strifes? End them! Are there
jealousies? Bury them! Is there any bad feeling? Let each one act upon Matthew 5:23-24. Let
brother go to brother, and seek instantaneous reconciliation. Let no one fear he shall stoop too
low. Let no one refuse to bend.

Let every one endeavor to carry out the Savior's own command, "Love one another — as | have
loved you." The love of Jesus was a strong affection; it was free from prejudice. It was a love . . .

that pitied the weak and erring;

that could bear with the ignorant and uncultivated;
that could forgive the unkind and guilty;

and that breathed pure benevolence toward all.

He loved the most imperfect of his people — and loved them back from all their erring ways. Let us
strive to imitate this love.

It is our duty — for Jesus commands us.

It is our happiness — for the very essence of holiness is in it.
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It is our honor — for hereby we resemble our Lord, and prove ourselves his disciples. Is all
peaceful? Let all be really united. Daily meet around the cross. Often meet together for prayer and
praise. Let each one set his heart upon raising the cause. Pursue this object as a prize. Keep it
constantly before the eye. Let every one work — and every one help his neighbor.

Give time to the business. Do not say, | have no time to spare. Your time is the Lord’s. It is to be
consecrated to him. It is to be used for eternity. Time, judiciously given to God’s cause, and spent
in God’s work — can never be lost. Nor will anyone on a sick bed, on a dying pillow, or before the
judgment-seat of Christ, regret that he has spent so much in God’s service. If a neighbor’s house
was on fire, we would find time to help to extinguish it. If a friend’s child had fallen into the river, we
would find time to endeavor to rescue it from a watery grave. If we saw a herd of cattle destroying
a relative’s corn, we would find time to drive them out and close the gate. And shall we say, when
souls are perishing for lack of knowledge, when the cause of God is declining for lack of energetic
action and hearty cooperation among its members, "You must excuse me, for | have no time!" Oh,
no! let us be honest, let us speak the truth, and say, "I am selfish — and have no heart for the
Lord’s service!" For if the heart was right, if the heart was in the work — the time would be found.

Give money to the cause, and give in the proportion that is required. God claims all your property.
He says, "The silver and gold are mine." He has made you stewards. You are to give of the Lord’s
money, to the Lord’s cause, just in proportion to what you are entrusted with, and what is required.
The Lord does not require you to hoard for him. Some have saved in life — to endow the Lord’s
cause at death; but the Lord has very seldom let his blessing rest upon such endowments. They
are more frequently a curse than a blessing, a hindrance than a help. You are to spend for God,
what you receive from God.

Lay your property beside your coffin, and ask: When | lie in that narrow house, what part of my
property will impact upon my best interests — that which | have spent for the furtherance of God'’s
cause, or that which | have hoarded for myself and family? Never let God’s cause lack, or God’s
poor starve — while you have any of God's property in your hands. Too many professors say, "It is
not in my power to give!" when they should say, "I have not the heart to give!" They say, "l cannot;"
but if they were honest, they would say, "l will not!"

Give your influence to the work. Influence, rightly employed, is more than time, it is more than
money; but he who gives his influence to further the interests of the church, will never withhold
either time or money. By influence we may bring people under the gospel, and so fill the house of
prayer. By influence we may bring children to the Sunday school, and so find employment for all
who are willing to teach. If every one helped his neighbor with his influence, we would have few
empty pews, and no small classes. People may be induced to come and hear the word — if we
only rightly use the means; and children will go to the school, if the members of the church try to
induce them.

Perhaps there are members in some of our churches who never brought a person under the word,
and some who never induced a child to go to the Sunday School. If so, is it any wonder that our
chapels are thinly attended, or that some of our Sunday Schools are small? Let no one say, "l
have no influence!" for every one has; and not only so — but every one is constantly exerting it for
good or evil, to help or to hinder God’s cause. Reader, which are you doing? Which? The Lord
knows, notes, and will remember which. Oh, that all our church members had the heart to use their
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influence for God and the advancement of his cause.

Give yourself to prayer for the prosperity of Zion. Time, property, and influence will be inefficient
without prayer; but to pray and not give our time, property, and influence, proves a lack of
sincerity! If those who only do the former are legal — then those who only do the latter are
hypocritical. Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above, and comes down from the
Father of lights; but it comes down in answer to prayer, and is received in the way of obedience, or
when engaged in the work of the Lord. The man who can give no time to God, must not expect to
receive the sanction of God. The man who withholds his money from God, must not expect to be
enriched with the blessing of God. The man who will not use his influence for the good of others,
must not expect the Holy Spirit to exert his influence in him.

Such people are selfish! They live for self, they labor for self, they lay up for self, they only seek to
gratify and aggrandize self — and the Lord cannot sanction, selfishness. They profess to live for
God'’s glory — but they make it evident that self is their object and end. Many of them would go
miles to make money — who would not go as many yards to endeavor to bring a soul to Christ.
They can rise early to be in time for market — but they cannot rise to plead with God to pour out
his blessing on his church. They can make time to gratify the senses — but they have no time to
evangelize souls. The fact is, the spread of the gospel, the salvation of sinners, and the glory of
God — is not their grand object; for if it was, the generality of professors could never act as they
do! Has prayer power with God? Sincere, hearty, believing prayer always has. Let us then give
ourselves unto prayer, and determine to give the Lord no rest until he pour out his blessing on his
churches.

Beloved, the cause of God generally is low; some few honored individuals are striving to sustain it,
to raise it — and they need your sympathy and assistance. The ancient heathen idolaters have set
you an example. Shall it be lost upon you? "The idol makers encourage one another, saying to
each other: Be strong!" Did they act thus in the cause of Satan — and shall we be indifferent in the
cause of God? Shall it be said that heathen idolatry furnishes stronger motives to activity and
self-consecration, than Christianity? Is fear more powerful than love? Are heathens wiser than the
disciples of Jesus? Shall the idolaters rise up in the judgment and witness against us, because
they employed and united all their energies in support of foolish superstitions — while we allowed
ourselves to be indifferent, and neglected to cooperate to spread the truth and extend the kingdom
of Christ?

Brethren, you have heard of the great sacrifices the heathens give to support their idol worship;
you have heard the tortures they inflict upon themselves to please their cruel deities; you have
heard of the journeys they take, and the influence they exert, to obtain pardon and a prospect of
rest beyond the grave. So allow me to ask you, affectionately and faithfully: Have you ever given,
or suffered, or done anything like this for the cause of Christ? If you say it is not required — have
you shown anything like the same zeal to do what is unquestionable required of you? Surely, the
blinded Papist, and the degraded heathen, will rise up in judgment against many, and will
condemn them; for they, misled by error, and influenced only by superstition, have done more to
support and extend their miserable systems, than these have, with the Bible in their hands, and
the Gospel sounding in their ears, to support and extend the cause of truth, holiness, and God.
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Brethren, awake! arise! and come forth to the help of the Lord. What enchants you? By the honor
of Jesus, by the sighs of the saints, by the dejection of God’s ministers, by the thousands that are
sinking to Hell, by the hopeless groans of the lost, | beseech you to awake, arise, and let every
man help extend the gospel! There is work for all. And let every one say to his brother, "Be strong!"
for many are discouraged and fearful.

If you have any faith in Christ;

if you have any zeal for God;

if you have any love for souls;

if you have any sympathy with God’s ministers;
if you have any attachment to the truth;

if you have any wish that Jesus may be honored, and that God may be glorified, in our world, and
in our day — awake, arise, and let every man help extend the gospel! For it is by individual effort,
and loving cooperation, that the church of Christ must rise!
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Chapter 15

13 A Portion for New Year's Day

A Portion for New Year's Day

"I must turn over a new leaf!" said a man the other day — and it was quite time he did, for he was
living in sin, neglecting his family, and despising his own soul. Now, | dare say many will read
these lines who have often talked of turning over a new leaf — but have never done so. A
temporary conviction flashed across the mind, and, without much thought, or any settled purpose
— they gave utterance to the exclamation.

Friend, listen to me for a few moments, and | will try to show you that it is necessary to turn over a
new leaf, and that the present is the best time to do so. A new year begins today. The old year has
told its tale before the throne of God.

Every act performed,
every word spoken,
every thought conceived,
every temper indulged —

has been written as with a pen of iron on a table of brass! The record is permanent. Nothing can
obliterate a single letter — but the precious blood of Christ. The recording angel has just turned
over a new leaf, and, with pen in hand — is ready to register the thoughts, plans, purposes, and
practices of this year. You cannot look over the past with much pleasure, and had need begin
afresh.

First, If you have neglected your soul. Thousands have done so; perhaps you have. They have
attended to the body, even indulging its lusts and evil propensities; but the soul, the never dying
soul, has been neglected! What folly is this! It is like being careful of the clothes — and leaving the
child to perish. The greatest loss in God’s universe is the loss of a soul — and yet thousands of
souls are daily lost by sinful neglect. If your soul is lost, it will be in consequence of your neglect;
willful, deliberate, long-continued neglect. It may be saved, for Jesus is both able and willing to
save it; but unless you apply to him, and seek salvation right earnestly — there is no probability
that he will save you. Now if, up to the present time, you have neglected your soul; if you are still
unpardoned, unsanctified, and unsaved — then | am sure it is high time that you "turned over a
new leaf."

Secondly, If you have lived without God. That is, without the knowledge of his nature and
character; without faith in his word; without reconciliation to him by the cross of his Son; without
loving, worshiping, and obeying him. God is love — but if you do not love him, you do not know
him. God is truth — but if you do not believe his word, you do not know him. God is the only object
of adoration — but if you do not worship him in spirit and in truth, you do not know him. Now, if you
do not know God, you are living without God — you have no faith in him, love to him, zeal for him,
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or fellowship with him. You are considered his enemy! An enemy that refuses to be reconciled to
him. An enemy who prefers his absence to his company, his creatures to himself. And if you are
living without God; if you neither know his character, study his word, worship at his throne, or seek
to do his will — then | am sure it is high time for you to "turn over a new leaf."

Thirdly, If you are disregarding the rights of your neighbors. You neighbor has a right to your love,
for God has commanded you to love your neighbor as yourself. You ought, therefore, to think
kindly of everyone, speak kindly to everyone, and seek to do good to everyone; for if you do not,
how can you be said to keep God’s law? And if you willfully, allowedly, and habitually act contrary
to God's law — are you not | criminal in his sight? And if a criminal — then you are exposed to
punishment? And if exposed to punishment at the hand of God — are you not in great danger of
being sent to Hell? And if in great danger of being sent to Hell — is it not high time to "turn over a
new leaf."

"But my neighbor is no friend of mine." Perhaps not — but love makes friends, and keeps friends
when made. "But my neighbor is above me, and | cannot do anything to show my love." Are you
sure of that? Let love fill your thoughts — and it will look out at your eyes, and you will then soon
see an opportunity to manifest that you love your neighbor. "But my neighbor is my enemy." If so,
Jesus says, "Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and
pray for those who despitefully use you, and persecute you; that you may be the children of your
Father who is in Heaven." (Matthew 5:44-45.) Did Jesus command what is right? Is his command
binding on you? Do you live in the neglect, or violation of it? If so, then it is high time for you to
"turn over a new leaf."

Finally, If you have slighted the Savior. Jesus came from Heaven to earth; he labored, suffered,
and died, to save sinners. He cries, "Behold me! behold me!" He calls, "Come unto me." He
promises, "He who believes shall be saved." Have you fixed your mind intently upon what is
written in the New Testament, or preached by God’s ministers, concerning the Lord Jesus Christ?
Have you come to him on his throne of grace, confessing your sins with sorrow, and praying for
salvation with all the fervor of your soul? Do you exercise confidence in his word, and rely alone on
his obedience and sacrifice — for your acceptance before God! In a word, have you taken him to
be your Savior, and placed yourself in his hands to be saved by him fully, freely, and forever? If so,
you are devoted to his service, and active in his cause? Now, is this the case? If not, the Savior is
still slighted by you; and to live and die slighting the Savior — is to make sure of eternal
damnation! And | am sure if you are in this situation — then it is high time for you to "turn over a
new leaf."

Reader, what do you say? With the new year will you begin a new course? If so, shun the
alehouse, go to the house of prayer, begin in earnest to seek the Lord, and be sure every time you
go upon your knees, to entreat the Lord to create in you a new heart, and bless you with a right
spirit. You will always be — as your heart is. The great change, therefore, must commence there;
this is the reason why God made the promise, which runs thus, "A new heart also will | give you,
and a new spirit will | put within you; and | will take away the stony heart — and | will give you an
heart of flesh." (Ezekiel 36:26.) This promise is given to show you that God is willing to give what
you need, and to stir you up to ask for it at his hands. A new heart will embrace the Lord Jesus,
and lead to a new course of life. And a new course of life flowing from faith in Jesus, will make a
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happy new year!
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Chapter 16

14 The Complaint!

The Complaint!

"l am cast down!" And why are you cast down?

"My heart is burdened with a sense of my short-comings!
Every duty | perform is so imperfect.

Every purpose | form is so soon frustrated.

Every hope of seeing better days is so soon beclouded. My heart is so fearfully depraved. My life
is so unlike the life of Jesus. My temper is so unholy. My prayers are so brief and heartless. My
praises are so feeble and fitful.

| do so little good.

I live to so little purpose. My evidences are so dim. My prospects are so overcast.

| am harassed sometimes with the fear of death.

| cannot realize the glories of Heaven.

| am dissatisfied with the world — and yet glued to it!

| hate sin — and yet fall into it!

| am a riddle, a mystery, a mass of inconsistency! Is it, then, any wonder that | am cast down?"

No, if you look at yourself, and pore over the things you have named — then it is no wonder that
you are cast down! They are enough to cast anyone down! But if you carry them to the throne of
grace, if you there confess them before God, if you look to Jesus to save you from them — then, in
spite of them — you will not long be cast down.

I know it is difficult to do this. There is a natural proneness to pore over such things. One feels at
times a secret liking to indulge in gloomy thoughts. But we must look away from self — for if we do
not, we shall become anxious, doubting and gloomy! We must run the race, not looking at our
imperfections, short-comings, and failures — but looking unto Jesus. He knows what we are. He
knew what we would be — before He called us by His grace; yes, before He shed His blood for us!

He loved us, as sinners.
He died for us, as sinners.
He called us, as sinners.

He saves us, as sinners. He will have all the glory of saving us, and He will get great glory by
doing so, because we are such great sinners; and do not, cannot, do anything to repay Him for His
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wondrous love. Salvation is by free grace — from first to last! Believe this, and it will raise up your
drooping mind! The life-boat of free grace has put you on board the vessel of salvation, and that
will convey you safely to the port of glory! Do not look at your spiritual destitution, or feebleness, or
incapacity, or imperfections — but trust in your Pilot, rely on your Captain, and expect His mercy
and merit to land you safe in Heaven at last! As imperfect you now are, and as imperfect you will
be — your dying prayer will still be, "God be merciful unto me — a sinner!"

Hope in God! His mercy is great unto the Heavens,
His grace is as free as the air,

His love is as changeless as His nature,

His promise is as immutable as His love.

Hope in God, for you shall yet praise Him. He will save you for His own sake, and present you
before assembled worlds as a monument of His mercy, and a trophy of His grace!
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Chapter 17

15 The Resolve!

The Resolve!

"Lord, what is man!" Thus exclaimed the Psalmist in his day, and thus we often exclaim in ours. To
see men. . .

with the gospel sounding in their ears,

with disease working in their system,

with death cutting down their fellows all around them,
with eternity opening before them,

with the stamp of immortality upon their souls —

to see men, under such circumstances, rejecting the gospel, slighting the Savior, and urging on
their way to eternity in the dark — is enough to make any thoughtful person exclaim, "What is
man!"

Let us endeavor to put the sinner’s conduct into words, and see how many are prepared to own it
as their own, or deliberately subscribe their names to it. Every sinner, who lives in impenitence and
unbelief, within reach of the gospel, says:

"I am resolved to persevere in sin, and follow the maxims and customs of those around me —
though it costs me the loss of my soul, and exposes me to everlasting damnation.

| am resolved to reject the Son of God — | will not embrace Him as my Savior, or have Him reign
over me. | am resolved that | will not accept the pardon which God presents to me in the gospel,
though it cost the Jesus His life to procure it — and | know | must eternally perish without it. | am
determined not to submit to God’s way of salvation, and | consent to be lost forever! | have made
up my mind, that | will never consent to receive a free salvation by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ —
| will not have it!

| am resolved . . .

to reject God’s message,

to strive against the influence of His love,
to dare His justice,

to defy His power,

to refuse His mercy,

to brave His threatened wrath, and
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to harden myself against all His invitations, expostulations, exhortations, and promises!
| am resolved that | will not . . .

bow to His authority,

yield to His entreaties,

believe on His Son,

repent of my sins,

love His name,

or obey His precepts!

| am determined that there shall never be joy in Heaven among the angels of God — on account of
my conversion.

I will never . . .

desert the ranks of Satan,

give up my sinful practices,

ask for mercy at God’s hands,

or take up my cross and follow Christ!

| am resolved . . .

to keep on in my old wicked course,

to persevere in my present sinful path,

to associate with my carnal companions —
and if it secures my eternal damnation, then let it do so!
| will not receive salvation on God’s terms,
| will not stoop to be saved by grace alone,

I will not take the yoke of Christ upon me, and engage to be His subject and servant — even
though Heaven and all the glories of eternity would be secured by it.

If I cannot escape the wrath of God — but by faith, repentance, and holiness — why, | am
determined go to Hell, for | am resolved not to yield to any such terms!

It is of no use for the preacher to spend His breath upon me! My mind is made up, | will be my own
master, | will take my own course! No one has any right to interfere with me — for | shall injure no
one but myself!

| have no objection to going to church, or to attending to some religious forms — but to give my
heart to God, to be crucified to the present world, and to make God’s glory the end of life — will
never do for me; therefore | gladly take the consequences.
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If this is required of those who would be true Christians — then you must stop urging me — for |
will not yield! You must stop all attempts to convert me, for my mind is made up! | have heard
hundreds of sermons, | have read the Bible myself — but | have hardened myself against the
whole, and | am not going to yield now!

Tell me no more of the Savior’s love,

tell me no more of the pleasures of holiness,
tell me no more of the terrors of death,

tell me no more of the dreadful judgment,
tell me no more of the joys of Heaven,

tell me no more of the agonies of Hell —

for you will never induce me to yield myself unto God, and seek the salvation of my soul. For my
mind is made up, and my daily conduct is enough to convince you of it, if anything would. | am
resolved not to yield — let the consequences be what they may!

| will go on just as | have done!

I will not be Christ’s servant!

I will not be God'’s child!

| will obey only Satan!

| will follow the course of this evil world!

| will serve my lusts and pleasures! In proof thereof, withess my signature, . Will you now
sign your name? Will you now solemnly put your seal to this statement?

Why are you so afraid? Do not your actions speak louder than your words? Is not your daily
practice stronger proof — than just putting your name to a statement once? If you do not say the
above in words — yet if you do so in your actions — then where is the difference? Does not God
read the language of your life? If you say it in your daily practice — then why not boldly take the
pen and openly sign your name?

Well, will you sign the above? Why not? Is it true of you — or is it not? The majority of people
around us are living in enmity against God, they are not subject to his law, neither will they
embrace his gospel — then why not sign the name?

Now suppose such a statement as the above was printed that it was signed by your own hand,
and a copy of it was left at every house in the city, town, or village where you live — would you not
feel ashamed to walk the streets? But why so? Ten thousand angels, every true believer, and God
himself, read it every day in your conduct. As the ministering angels pass by you, they recognize
and notice you, as one who refuses to be saved by grace — but prefers to perish in your sins.
Every messenger of Satan who observes you, or is employed to blind your mind and tempt you to
sin, gazes upon you as one who refuses to receive a pardon from the hand of God — but prefers
to lie under condemnation, exposed to all the tremendous horrors of eternal damnation! Every
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right-minded and thoughtful Christian grieves over you and prays for you, that you may not be
allowed to perish in your own deceivings.

Soon the judgment shall be set, and the books shall be opened — and your criminality and folly
shall be published before assembled worlds!

Oh, sinner, sinner! think, think what can be more preposterous than your conduct? What folly can
be equal to yours? Jesus, the glorious Son of God, says, "I would receive you — if you come; |
would pardon you, if you believe; | would give you the Holy Spirit — if you ask me; | would be a
Savior unto you — if you receive me; but you will not. You will not come unto me that you might
live. | would have gathered you under my wings — but you would not come. "But My people did
not listen to Me; Israel did not obey Me! So | gave them over to their stubborn hearts to follow their
own devices!" (Psalms 81:11-12).

Well, reader, will you sign the above? Why not? Is it true of you — or is it not? If you will not sign
that — will you honestly, seriously, and solemnly, as before God, sign another document? It is this:

"l resolve, by God’s mercy, and in God’s strength, to break off all my old sinful habits, to forsake
my carnal companions, and to make the salvation of my soul my one grand object. | am resolved
to be saved, if the Lord Jesus will save me. | am resolved to be pardoned, if God will pardon me. |
am determined to obtain mercy, if God will give it to me. | will be a thorough, decided, devoted
Christian, if God, in answer to prayer, will make me one. In proof thereof, withess my signature,

. My dear friend, you may blot out all those above "ifs" — for Jesus will save you, and
rejoice to do it — if you are willing to be saved by him. God will pardon you, and pardon you
abundantly, if you seek it in the name of his beloved Son. He will show you mercy, and make you
what you ask — if you ask in faith and plead with importunity at his throne. There is no difficulty
about salvation on God’s part — all the difficulty is on ours. His justice is fully satisfied, on behalf of
all who believe in Jesus. His mercy is free, for all who apply for it in faith. His Spirit, as the
Sanctifier, Comforter, and Teacher, is promised to all who ask. He really delights in mercy. He
waits day after day that he may be gracious. He will never reject a coming sinner, or refuse to
listen to a praying soul.

Be, then, like the happy countryman, who was full of faith and rejoicing in hope; and, being asked
how it was that he felt so confident and happy, replied, "The Lord Jesus says, Come unto me, and
| will give you rest. And | say, Lord, | do come, and that's a bargain!" The Savior and the sinner
were agreed. Jesus promises rest to the coming soul, the man accepted of the terms, he believed
the promise, he came to Jesus, and he enjoyed rest. He who believes on Jesus has everlasting
life, and he who exercises confidence in the promise of Jesus, enjoys the assurance of it.
Believing on Jesus is just receiving his word, accepting his invitation, giving credit to his promise,
and placing our entire dependence on him for access to God, acceptance with God, and
justification before God. It is taking Jesus to be our Sacrifice, Substitute, and Savior, and
exercising entire confidence in him. So doing, if there is virtue in his blood, if there is merit in his
obedience unto death, if there is power in his intercession, if there is truth in his word — we must
be saved. And if we really thus exercise faith in Christ, and expect to be saved by Christ, we shall
obey his precepts out of love, and serve him from gratitude of heart. Thus the faith that receives
salvation as a free gift, becomes the root of every good work — and the stronger our faith, the
more perfect will our obedience be. True faith always produces correct conduct, and leads the
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exemplary Christian to give all the glory to God.
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Chapter 18

16 The Sick Man's Prayer

The Sick Man’s Prayer "Look upon my affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins." Psalms
25:18

We are all liable to sickness, and sometimes the Christian seems to have the greatest share.
Some of the Lord’s people are seldom if ever well. They are never quite free from pain and
suffering. Their heavenly Father sees that such a furnace is needful for them — he therefore
prepares it, puts them into it, and keeps them there as long as he sees it necessary. Diseases do
not fly about at random. They are not left to 'chance’. They are all carefully selected, and divinely
directed. If sickness seizes Hezekiah — God sends it. If Lazarus is sick unto death — it is for the
glory of God. He refines his people, displays his grace, and fulfills his precious promises — in the
furnace of affliction. Sickness teaches us . . .

our mortality,

our dependence on God, and

our need of divine consolations

— in a way which nothing else will.
Sickness . . .

weans us from the world,

humbles our sinful pride, and
brings us near to our heavenly Father’s throne of grace.
Itleads us . ..

to look after our evidences,

to search and try our ways, and

to seek a renewed sense of our Savior's pardoning love. The Psalmist was afflicted, he suffered
much, he looked up and he sighed, "Look upon my affliction!" He wished to realize that the Lord
was observing him, that he was sympathizing with him, that he was attentive to him. He knew that
the Lord’s loving look would . . .

soothe his spirit,
cheer his heart,

and relieve his pain. The Lord’s loving look does wonders in the experience of his people. But
sometimes they lie for days — and he seems to stand aloof; they cry — but he does not appear to
regard them; they groan — but his ear is as it were closed to them. To be sick and not have the
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Lord’s presence — is a sad, a heavy trial. We can bear anything — if we feel him to be present
with us — but if he is absent, the least thing is sufficient to irritate and make us sad. Let every sick
believer therefore, adopt the Psalmist’s course, let him use this brief but comprehensive prayer:

"Look upon me in my affliction!"

Look, and revive my graces — that . . . .
my faith may be lively,

my love fervent,

my hope vigorous,

my humility deep,

my penitence abiding, and

my zeal for your glory active.

Look, and brighten my evidences — that | may have no doubt of my sonship, no question about
my saintship — but trace the work of your Holy Spirit in my heart, and the fruits of that work in my
life.

Look, and clear my prospects — that | may have a glimpse of the Heavenly land, a distant view of
the holy city, a satisfying anticipation of the rest that remains for the people of God.

Look, and cause my foes to flee! They haunt, they harrass, they appear ready to devour me — but
one look from you will cause them to depart from me, and leave me to enjoy my rest.

Look, and give me sweet resignation to your will — that | may not wish for ease, relief, or health —
unless it will honor you, increase my usefulness, or make my sanctification more complete!

"Look upon my pain!"

It is severe, protracted, and exhausting. My flesh cries out. My patience is tried. My strength fails.
My nights are wearisome, and my days long!

| look at those who enjoy ease — and am tempted to envy them. | think of the healthy — and am
at times ready to repine. | fear my patience will fail. | fear lest | should dishonor you by fretting,
complaining, or being too anxious for relief.

"Look upon my pain," for medicine affords little relief, the skill of the physician fails, and human
sympathy can do little for me!

"Look upon my pain," and remember your promise, is it not written, "The Lord will strengthen him
upon the bed of languishing; you will make all his bed in his sickness." O look and strengthen me.
Look and make my bed. Be my kind, gentle, and tender nurse; for | put my trust in you.

"Look upon my pain," and remember your paternal relationship, for you have said, "Like as a father
pities his children; so the Lord pities those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers
that we are but dust." O my father pity me! You know what a poor, feeble, afflicted frame mine is.
Look upon your poor suffering child — soothe my sorrows, dry my tears, and grant me a little
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relief! | do fear you, | would not offend you. | would not grieve your loving heart. Help me to lie
passive in your hand. Help me to accept the correction of my iniquities. Help me to bow in meek
submission and kiss your chastening rod!

"Look upon my pain,” and remember what Jesus suffered for me. Remember how he languished
in Gethsemane, how he was tortured on Calvary — and for his sake, afford me aid. Let his
sufferings render mine beneficial. Let me sympathize with him and be silent.

"Forgive all my sins!"Affliction leads us to reflection — and reflection brings our sins to
remembrance. It is sometimes very painful on the bed of affliction, to review the past. Things
appear very different then, to what they do when in health and strength. When left alone with God,
and we look upon the past as in his sight — we see cause for sorrow, shame, and grief, where we
little expected to find it. Times of suffering — are very often stripping times. Like the trees in winter,
we lose our foliage then. Things appear naked and open — and we see sin in our holiest services,
staining our holiest hours. How necessary the atonement appears now. How precious the fountain
opened for sin and uncleanness. What could we do without the sacrifice of Jesus, or how could we
stand before God without his glorious righteousness?

Now we need not only the promise — but the power of the Holy Spirit applying it. Now we want the
inward assurance that our iniquities are forgiven, that our sins are covered. Nothing will give us
solid peace now — but the well-founded persuasion, that "as far as the east is from the west — so
far has he removed our transgressions from us." Now we say with feeling, with fervor, with
importunity, "Forgive all my sins."

We want to stand fully pardoned — perfectly justified — lovingly accepted before God. To be quite
sure, that "God for Christ’'s sake has forgiven us." Guilt on the conscience — is a fearful thing on
the bed of sickness. Doubts of our acceptance with God, add tenfold to our bodily pains. We ought
therefore daily to settle our accounts with God; to confess sin over the sacrifice of Jesus, and
obtain a just and clear resolution. For "if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

Beloved, if in health, beware of carrying the guilt of the present into the future. It will be a
tormenting companion on a sick bed. If sick, look up to your gracious God, look to him through
Jesus, his Son, and your sacrifice, and beseech him to look upon your affliction and your pain, and
forgive all your sins.

Remember, he is good, ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy unto all those who call upon him.
The merit of your Savior’s blood is infinite, the efficacy of it is eternal; it has availed for thousands,
it will avail for you; it has availed for you in time past — it will avail for you now. Be much in prayer
now, and you will have occasion to be much in praise by-and-bye. Sow in tears now, and you will
reap in joy before long. The mercy of God is everlasting, and his precious, precious promises can
never fail. Go at his call and reason with him, and you will find that your sins which are as scarlet
— shall be as white as snow, and your crimes which are as crimson — shall be as white as wool.
He is faithful to his word, gracious in his nature, and will glorify himself in your everlasting
salvation. The door of hope is open, the path of peace is before you — enter, and all shall be well.
Will the pardoning God despise

A poor mourner’s sacrifice.
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One who brings his all to thee,
All his sin and misery?

Savior, see my troubled breast,
Heaving, panting after rest,
Jesus, mark my hollow eye,
Never clos’d and never dry.
Listen to my plaintive moans,
Deep uninterrupted groans,
Keep not silence at my tears,
Quiet all my griefs and fears.
Good physician, show your art,
O bind up my broken heart;
Aches it not for you, my God,
Pants to feel the healing blood?
Jesus, answer all your name,
Save me from my fear and shame,
unk in desperate misery,

Sinner’s Friend — remember me!
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Chapter 19

17 A Message from God

A Message from God

Reader! The eye of God is upon you! He observes the state of your heart, he notices every
thought, and is either pleased or displeased with every action. He has never had his eye off you
for one moment at any period of your life — nor has one thought, word, or action, escaped his
notice! All that you have purposed, planned, or done — is now before him; and his eye rests upon
it, as though it was the only thing that claimed his attention!

He has often been grieved with your conduct. Your thoughtlessness, your worldly-mindedness,
and your many sins of thought, word, and deed — have offended his glorious majesty. He might
justly cut you off, and doom you to suffer his wrath forever. But he spares you. He bears with you.

You have, perhaps, lived without prayer. You have not been in the habit of retiring to pour out your
heart before God. You have sinned — but have never confessed your sins with sorrow. You have
received many mercies — but have never acknowledged those mercies with gratitude. You have
lived as if you were not an accountable creature, as if God took little or no interest in you, or your
conduct. Your time has been squandered. Your soul has been neglected. Eternity has not
occupied your mind as it should. You have lived in God’s world — without seeking to please him.
You have lived under God’s law — without regarding its precepts or threatenings. You have
possessed God’s book — but it has not been carefully read, or cordially believed. You are within a
step of death — and yet you have made no preparation for eternity! Is this wise? Can such
conduct be justified? Can you be safe? Ought you to be happy or cheerful? My dear friend, think of
these things. Think seriously. Do not put them away from you, for they are of everlasting
consequence. Perhaps this may be the last opportunity you may have of reviewing your life, calling
upon God, and fleeing for refuge to the Lord Jesus Christ. Trifle not, | pray you — but attentively
consider what you read.

Why will you in the crooked ways,
Of sin and folly go?

In pain you travel all your days,
To reap immortal woe!

God has pitied you. He has borne with you. There is at this moment, pity in his heart toward you.
He sends this little book to you. He is reluctant to punish sin. He has no pleasure in executing the
sentence of his law upon you. He would rather that you should think, repent, believe in Jesus, and
live. He is waiting to show you mercy. He is at this moment noticing how you treat his truth. He is
observing the effect which this little messenger will have upon your mind.

Think of the great and glorious Jehovah pitying you. You, who have so deeply grieved him. You,
who have so often forgotten him. You, who have committed so many sins against him. But the
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Lord is good, ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy unto all those who call upon him. "The Lord
is gracious, and full of compassion, slow to anger, and of great mercy." He is always backward to
punish — but he is ready to forgive, because he delights in mercy. He is ready to pardon you. He
is willing to forgive his greatest enemy, and show mercy to the foulest transgressor. Therefore he
says in his word, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon.” His love exceeds your highest thoughts;

He pardons like a God;
He will forgive your numerous faults,

Through a Redeemer’s blood! That he might show his mercy, display his pity, and honorably save
sinners — he sent his only begotten Son into the world. He who was God — became man. As
man, he fulfilled the law which we had broken; he suffered the penalty which we had incurred. He
did all, and he suffered all that was necessary — in order to the salvation of the chief of sinners.
And through his substitution, obedience, and sacrifice — God now fully pardons, and perfectly
justifies every one who believes on his name. Christ is the Lamb, which God provided; the
sacrifice, which God accepted; the way, which God opened; and through his name, whoever
believes in him, shall obtain remission of sins. There is now nothing whatever in the way of the
sinner’'s access to God, and restoration to the favor of God. Any sinner can now obtain pardon,
enjoy peace, and acquire a title to everlasting life. The perfect work of Christ, is all that is
necessary to the sinner’'s acceptance before a holy God, and "by him all who believe are justified
from all things." His sins may be more numerous than the stars, or the sands on the seashore;
they may be red like scarlet, or even glow like crimson — but the moment he credits God’s word,
and exercises confidence in the Lord Jesus — that moment every sin is forgiven, and he stands
before God as really justified, as if he had never been guilty of one transgression! Is not this good
news? Is not this a message worthy of God?

What could the Redeemer do, More than he has done for you? To procure your peace with God,
Could he more than shed his blood? In the gospel, the Lord Jesus Christ, with all the blessings
and benefits flowing from his sacrifice and death — is presented to sinners. Whoever needs Christ
— may receive Christ; and whoever receives him — to them he gives liberty and power to become
the sons of God, even to those who believe on his name. He is the sacrifice, through which God
pardons sin. He is the mercy-seat, where God accepts sinners. He is the means by which God is
reconciled to sinners. If therefore, we would have our sins pardoned, if we would have God
pleased with us, if we would be acquitted of all charges before his throne — then we must plead
Jesus as the sacrifice for our sins, and we must place our entire confidence in Jesus as an able
and sufficient Savior.

Reader, God presents his beloved Son to you, he says, "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sins of the world.” "He is able to save to the uttermost.” You must either receive him — or
reject him. If you receive him — then God is at peace with you; he will blot out your sins as a
cloud, and your iniquities as a thick cloud; he will make an everlasting covenant with you, and give
you the sure mercies of David. But if you reject him — then you judge yourself unworthy of
everlasting life, and seal your own condemnation. How can you escape, if you neglect this great
salvation? But will you reject it? Can you reject it? Shall God pity you, shall he present his beloved
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Son to you, shall he swear that he has no pleasure in your death — and will you, by your cold
neglect, careless indifference, or insane rejection of Christ, render it necessary to doom you to
everlasting woe? Have you no pity for your own soul? Have you no fear of endless torments?
Have you no desire for eternal happiness? Will you really rush blindfolded into blackness,
darkness, and despair?

God invites you to his throne. He invites you at this moment. He says, "Come and let us reason
together." He is willing to hear what you can say. He is ready to listen to your confessions and
receive your petitions. He is prepared to pardon you, if you frankly confess your sins, and rely on
the finished work of his beloved Son. You have nothing to do but confess, plead the blood of
Jesus, believe God's precious word, and be happy. Your path is plain. Only believe — for "he who
believes shall be saved." Only trust in Jesus — for "he who believes shall be safe." Only confess
and forsake your sins — for "he who confesses and forsakes his sins shall find mercy." God will
receive every coming sinner. He will adopt every one whom he receives into his family.

Come then, to God, by Jesus Christ, cast yourself at his feet, prove his faithfulness to his word,
obtain the pardon of all your sins, enjoy the peace of God, which passes all understanding, and be
acknowledged a child of God, and a joint heir with Jesus Christ. There is nothing between you and
all those blessing — but unbelief; nothing can prevent you from enjoying them — but rejecting the
counsel of God against yourself. The way of life is open. The path that leads to God is plain.
"Every one that asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him that knocks, it shall be
opened." Ask then, and you shall receive; seek, and you shall find; knock at the door of mercy, and
you shall be admitted. No longer now delay,

Nor vain excuses frame:
He bids you come today,
Though poor, and blind, and lame:
All things are ready, sinner, come,

For every trembling soul there’s room. This then is the message, "that God has given to us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son, has life; and he who has not the Son of God,
has not life." We could not obtain eternal life ourselves, by anything we could do or suffer,
therefore God sent his Son into the world, that we might obtain life through him. There is life in
Christ. We may obtain life from Christ. If we receive Christ, we have eternal life. That is, if we see
that Jesus has made an atonement for sin; if we accept his invitation, and rely on that atonement;
if thus relying on Jesus, we approach God as seated upon a throne of grace — then all our sins
are forgiven us for his sake; his obedience is placed to our account, and we have a title to eternal
blessedness. Justice is satisfied on our behalf. The law is fulfiled and honored by Jesus in our
stead. God is at peace with us, and well pleased with us. We are identified with Christ, and to us
there is no condemnation. God looks upon us as his children, and treats us as such — only
requiring that we should love him, obey him, walk in fellowship with him, endeavor to bring others
to him, and then go, to be forever with him.

We are now reconciled to God by the death of his Son, and God will not impute our trespasses
unto us. We are at peace with God. We are no longer under the law which condemns us — but
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under grace, which justifies us.
God is our father,

Jesus is our constant Intercessor,
the Holy Spirit is our Comforter,
and Heaven will be our final home.

All things on earth shall work together for our good, and all things in Heaven shall be conferred on
us by and bye! But have you received the message? Have you believed it? Have you acted upon
it? Do you enjoy peace with God as the result? Will you receive it? God now puts this question to
you. He asks "Will you receive the message which | have in mercy sent to you?" Do not lay it aside
and forget it. Do not say, "Go your way for this time, until | have a more convenient season." Do
not let the cares of the world, or the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word. Do not let Satan
persuade you to trifle with truth, stifle conviction, and harden your heart against God. It may be the
last time he will speak to you. It may be the last message he will send to you. If you treat this with
contempt, he may say "Let him alone!" or "Cut him down, why does he use up the ground!" This
message will not leave you as it found you. Your responsibility will be increased. Your heart will
either be softened — or hardened. Your condemnation will either be removed — or increased.
God'’s eye is now watching you as you draw towards the close of it, he is observing what you will
do with it. | want to fix this thought on your mind, therefore | repeat it: It is God’'s message, not
man'’s, it is intended for your good, and it will do you good, if you mix faith with it. That is, if you
believe it, and act upon it.

However you treat God’s word, you must account for it. "We must all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ." Everything that we have felt, thought, said, or done — will be present before the
eye of the Omniscient Judge. He will judge us righteously, "according to the deeds done in the
body." If we are then found impenitent, if we stand charged with rejecting the gospel of the grace
of God — then we shall be condemned to eternal punishment! But if we appear as believers in the
Son of God, if we possess his perfect righteousness — we shall be invited to inherit the kingdom
prepared before the foundation of the world. These are solemn things. They are realities. They
ought not to be trifled with for one moment.

Reader, will you be saved? Or, will you perish? If you were sent into eternity today, by some
sudden, unexpected stroke — where would be for eternity? Are you prepared to die? if not, when
will you be? There is a Savior provided. You need that Savior. You have heard of him. He is now
presented to you. You must be saved by him — or be lost ever. There is no other way to escape
the wrath to come, or secure the joys of Heaven — but by faith in Christ. There is no faith in Christ,
if the soul can live without prayer, if we can indulge in any known sin, if we do not feel Jesus to be
precious to us. Seriously consider this, and look at once to Jesus for life and peace!

O, my friend, what is your state before God at this moment? Are you in Christ? Have you ever
wept over sin? Have you ever sought the Savior, as one searches for hidden treasure? Have you
obtained peace with God, by receiving the atonement? Are you living in fellowship with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ? Have you received the Holy Spirit? Has he convinced you of sin,
righteousness, and judgment to come? Has he led you to Jesus as a lost sinner, to trust in his
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blood, and seek salvation in his name?

These are solemn questions. They ought not to be lightly passed over, for the time is short,
eternity with all its solemn realities will soon dawn upon us — and then who will be able to stand?
No one — but the man who has renounced self, embraced the Savior, forsaken sin, walked with
God, and been sanctified by the Holy Spirit. O, if you should be weighed in the balance, and be
found wanting! If, when you expected to be admitted to Heaven — you should be sentenced to
Hell! This may be the case. If you live without self-examination, it will. Thousands are deceiving
themselves, and the Savior informs us that many who expected to be received into Heaven, will be
rejected by him at last. This should make us thoughtful. It should stir us up to make sure work for
eternity.

Now, the way of salvation is plain before us; the Holy Spirit is promised to every one that asks for
him; and whoever will, may come to God by Jesus Christ, and obtain deliverance from the wrath to
come. But the door of mercy will soon be shut. The way of life will soon be closed. The invitations
of the gospel will soon be withdrawn. Then there will be no hope. Then, all will be black despair.
Then, all who trifle with God's word, reject God’s message, or neglect to embrace God’s great
salvation — will lie down in eternal sorrow.

Reader, what if this should be your case! It may! But if it is, the fault will be entirely your own. Your
destruction will be altogether of yourself. You will not be able justly to blame anyone but yourself.
You had the Bible, you ought to have searched it. You heard the gospel, you ought to have
embraced it. You were directed to Jesus, you ought to have exercised confidence in him. You
were warned, you ought to have forsaken sin. You were invited, you ought to have drawn near to
God. You were exhorted, you ought to have fled for refuge to the hope set before you in the
gospel. But this is not the case yet. It need not be. "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold now
is the day of salvation." You may be saved today — but you may be lost tomorrow. Jesus invites
you now — but he may soon shut the door of mercy — and the door once shut, is shut forever.
Flee then, flee from the wrath to come! Hasten, hasten to the Savior's arms — and eternal live is
yours!
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Chapter 20
18 One Hour after Death!

One Hour after Death! The news of the unexpected death of a dear friend has suggested this
thought. He is gone. He is in another world.

| too, must die soon. It may be very soon. Let me, then, think of death, and of the hour after death.
If I die among friends, my eyes will then be closed, my body will be laid out, the white sheet will
cover it, and in the quiet chamber it will be left. It is now unconscious, inanimate, a mere mass of
matter. It must soon be conveyed to the grave, and there be hidden from the sight of man, or it will
become offensive. Yes, the nearest relative, the one who loved me most, will say, "Bury my dead
out of my sight!" But the soul, the immortal part, the real man — what has become of him?

One hour after death, WHERE shall | be?

Ah, where! That will entirely depend upon what | am now — what death finds me. Like Judas, each
one will go to his own place. Where shall | be? | may be in Hell, lifting up my eyes in torments,
grasping for someone or something to comfort me. Dreadful supposition! But it is not impossible. If
| die under the guilt of sin; if | die without having experienced a new birth; it is certain. For unless a
man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Awful thought — to be in Hell one hour after death! Then no prayers will avail, no sufferings will
excite pity, nor cries or tears will be regarded. Hope will be forever shut out. Agony and despair
must be endured perpetually. But if | die a believer in Jesus; if cleansed in his blood; if clothed in
his righteousness; if sanctified by his Spirit; if united to his person — then where shall | be one
hour after death? Oh, glorious thought — | shall be with Jesus! Yes, | shall hear his sweet voice,
see his lovely face, and stand before his glorious throne! | shall be in heaven; the home of the
saints; the house of the living God — the region of holiness, happiness, and love. | shall know
what Heaven is. | shall realize what perfect holiness means. | shall have lost every wish — and be
in possession of all | could desire. Oh, to be with Jesus; to sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of God; to enjoy the company of prophets, apostles, martyrs, and holy
ministers forever! What a noble place | shall be in! What glorious company | shall have! What
ecstatic joys | shall taste! Oh, what a change | shall experience!

One hour after death, WHAT shall | be?

| shall be a pure and holy spirit, no longer, fettered, imprisoned, hindered, and pained by a body of
flesh, or a body of sin and death. | shall be a son of God, realizing my relationship — at home with
my Father; surrounded with myriads of my brothers and sisters, all perfectly holy, and perfectly
happy. | shall be a saint, fully sanctified, and made fit for my Master’s use. To doubt my election, or
guestion my calling, or suspect my sincerity, will be impossible. | shall be as holy as my Father is
holy. I shall be as perfect, as my Savior is perfect. | shall be without fault before the throne of God.

Oh, wondrous mystery, that one like me, so full of faults, so deeply depraved, so dreadfully
polluted — should be pronounced faultless by the Judge of all! But if |1 should die out of Christ,
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without repentance, without holiness — then what shall | be? Ah, what! A soul lost! A ruined
sinner! Condemned to suffer God's just wrath, the bitter reflections of my own mind, the fearful
lashings of my own conscience — forever! Self-condemned; condemned by all around me; a
spectacle of misery; a monument of God'’s justice; a terrified witness to God’s holiness and truth.
Ah, then | shall know the meaning of those terrible words, "Indignation and wrath, tribulation and
anguish, fire, brimstone, and a horrible tempest." Then | shall experience what is meant by being
“"cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone," and shall feel all the unknown horrors of the
"second death."

What a fearful thing must sin, my sin, be — to demand such tremendous punishment at the hands
of a just God; to call for such a terrible infliction from a God who is emphatically love! Oh, the
thought, that | should be a lost soul, a companion of devils and damned immortals!

One hour after death, How shall | be EMPLOYED?

How am | employed now? Is Jesus my Master, his service my delight, and his glory my end? If |
now live for God, walk with God, and work in order to please God — then | may expect to be
employed in praising his name, admiring his love, and adoring his glorious perfections. My
employment will be my pleasure, and my service my joy. | shall stand among the ransomed, walk
with Jesus in white, and praise his name on my golden harp forever! No wandering thoughts,

no roving imagination,

no tempting devil,

no corrupt heart,

no unhallowed associations —

will interrupt, disturb, or hinder me in my services there. No, all will be as pure as the light, as
peaceful as the bosom of God, and as happy as the presence of God and the Lamb can make it!
But if Satan is my master, if his service suits my taste, and if self-gratification is my end — then my
employment will be dismal, dreadful, unspeakably painful! What can | do but inflict torment on
myself, and increase the torment of others — but hate myself, and everyone that suffers with me?
The mind will be always active; but every exercise of the mind will but add to the weight of woe
already experienced. Every thought of God, of his justice or his mercy — will be another bitter drop
in the cup of suffering. Every thought of the past will only aggravate the agonies of the present. But
to look forward will be worst of all. What is before? ETERNITY! Duration without termination.
Existence without change for the better. A fearful "forever." The death-knell of hope is sounded.
The endless reign of despair has commenced. Time is ended. All through the future, God’s
judgments must be endured, his threatenings will be fulfilling. How dreadful my employment may
be!

One hour after death, What will be my FEELINGS?

If Heaven is gained; if endless happiness is secured; if the approbation of God is realized; if the
assurance of unchangeable blessedness is enjoyed — what will be my feelings? What joy, what
gratitude, what peace, what holy exultation! No tongue can speak, no pen can write, no language
can describe — the feelings of the happy spirit. The sight of Jesus, the songs of saints, the
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unveiled glories of God — what, oh, what feelings will these produce! The absence of pain,
freedom from sin, full victory over Satan, the full realization of all our highest and holiest desires —
what feelings will these produce! But we must die, to fully know what our feelings of gratitude, joy,
and love will be — one hour after death. But if Heaven is lost, if Hell is my doom, if everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord is my portion — what, oh, what will my feelings be! What
bitter remorse! What agonizing reflections! What terrible apprehensions! What hopeless despair!
What awful sufferings! But we must die — die under the curse of God, die rejecting the gospel, die
unpardoned — in order to know what will be the feelings of a lost soul — one hour after death!

How many of my readers will die in this state? How many will risk the possibility of dying so — by
living in sin, by neglecting their souls, by presuming on God’s mercy, or by hardening themselves
in sin?

One hour after death, How shall | THINK?

How differently we shall think of money, pleasure, the indulgence of our lusts, all that we now call
great, grand, and desirable — one hour after death! Let us endeavor to think now — as it is
probable we shall think then!

Let us place ourselves in Heaven — and try to think there!
Let us place ourselves in Hell — and try to think there!
How different will things then appear!

Let us instantly, heartily, importunately, seek a title to Heaven, and a fitness for it, nor rest until we
possess them!
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Chapter 21

19 Hidden Sin!

Hidden Sin!

"The Lord does not see it!" Ezekiel 9:9 "My way is hidden from the Lord!" Isaiah 40:27 "The guilt of
Ephraim is stored up, his sins are kept on record!" Hosea 13:12 The only thing some fear is
exposure. They would not be exhibited in their true colors before their fellow-men — for all the
world! They wish to live and act in the dark. They do not fear the eye of God — but they dread the
eye of man! In public they are one thing — and in private just the opposite! No one really knows
them.

There is a vast amount of hypocrisy in the world. Multitudes wear a mask. They are not at all —
what they seem to be. This is sad. The consequences will be fearful by and bye.

Open sinners offend God and men — secret sinners offend God only! But God is the principal
party. Better offend the whole world — than offend God. But who are these secret sinners?

There is the sly drunkard. The man who only gets intoxicated at home, or who manages to drink
much — and yet never reel in the street. He robs his family. He introduces disease into his body.
He squanders his property. He becomes selfish. He neglects his duties; moral, entirely; domestic,
in part. Few, if any suspect him, until at length his bloated countenance begins to tell tales. "My
way is hidden from the Lord!"

There is the crafty deceiver. He practices deception upon the ignorant and unwary. He talks like an
honest man — but he acts like a rogue. Believe his plausible pretensions — and he will be sure to
pick your pocket. His words are smooth; his tongue is oily; his professions are fair; his offers
appear to be generous — but his aim is to make you his dupe! Few detect him — until they are
caught in his net! "My way is hidden from the Lord!"

There are the self-righteous. They appear very devout. They perform many duties. Their views of
truth are, perhaps, tolerably sound. Their external deportment is correct. They are sure they are
safe for Heaven; they wish everyone to think that they are right. They talk of Christ — but they do
not rest alone on his finished work. They speak of the Holy Spirit — but they have never felt his
regenerating and renewing operations. They boast of free grace — but in heart they think much
more of their own performances. They imagine God must love them — because they love
themselves. They conclude they must be saved — because if they have not made God their
debtor — they have done much that on account, of which he cannot reject them.

Self-love is the root of their profession. Self-esteem is the ground of their confidence. They work
for life, not from life. They are under the legal covenant, not the evangelical. They have never been
stripped before God’s throne. The law has never come home, in its convincing and condemning
power, to their consciences. They have never had their mouths stopped, or been brought in guilty
before God. Therefore they prefer their own sandy foundation — to the Rock of Ages! And they
stumble at the stumbling stone, even Christ, who is the wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and
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redemption of his people. "My way is hidden from the Lord!"

There are the self-deceivers. These imagine that they are rich and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing. They have elected themselves to everlasting life — and conclude, without any
just grounds, that God has done so too. Because they have never thoroughly examined their
hearts in the light of God’'s Law, or carefully compared what they call their experience, with the
Biblical evidences of a new birth — they conclude that they are Christians — though they are still
in their natural sinful condition.

They take home all the promises — and put from them all the threatenings. They make use of
evidences for others — but see not the need of doing so for themselves. They take it for granted
that they are right — but are laboring under a most fearful deception. They are in the state which
Solomon refers to when he said, "There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes — and yet
is not washed from their filthiness!" (Proverbs 30:12). "These are those who make themselves rich
— yet have nothing!" (Proverbs 13:7). The blood of Christ is not at the root of their profession;

the life of God is not in their souls;
the power of the Holy Spirit has never been experienced in their hearts;
they deceive themselves — and they deceive others. "My way is hidden from the Lord!"

Reader, are you either of these characters? Are you sure that you are not? Search and look.
Self-examination never injures a real Christian! The power of SIN is great. And one of the most
fearful things in sin is its power of self-concealment. It hides its own deformity from many — who
are actually under its influence. The subtlety of SATAN is great. He is said to deceive the whole
world (Revelation 12:9). Suppose he should have deceived you! If you are acting under his
influence — you have deceived yourself! Your sin may be hidden from men, it may be hidden from
yourself — but it is not hidden from God! His eyes are in every place, beholding the evil and the
good. He searches the heart and tries the thoughts! He knows exactly what is your state — and it
would be well for you to know it; for if it is bad — it may now be changed; or if it is good — you may
rejoice and bless God for it. The revealing day is coming; then if wrong, God will set our iniquities
before his face, and our secret sins in the light of his countenance. He will expose every secret
sinner. He will show to the whole world what you have been doing in the dark! Hear his own word,
"For God will bring every act to judgment, including every hidden thing, whether good or evil!"
(Ecclesiastes 12:14). The sins that are hidden now — will be hidden no longer! But then shall be
brought to pass the fearful prediction written, "The sinners in Zion (God’s professing people) shake
with fear! Terror seizes the godless! Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire? Who of us can
dwell with everlasting burning?" (Isaiah 33:14).

Fear now may drive us to the Savior — but there will then be no Savior to flee to! The Judge on
the throne will act justly and impartially, and will render to every man according to his deeds. Many
will be condemned — who expected to be acquitted! Many will be driven to Hell — who were sure
of being invited to Heaven! Every false covering will then be stripped off, every deceitful heart will
be laid bare — and no longer will anyone say, "My way is hidden from the Lord!" But there is
another and better sense in which our sins may be hidden, and that is, by obtaining the pardon of
them. If we detect our sins, if we confess them before God, if we plead the blood and obedience of
Jesus for their pardon — God will blot them out! He will cover them, so as to conceal them forever.
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Then we shall know what the Psalmist meant when he exclaimed, "Oh, the blessedness of the
man whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Oh, the blessedness of the man
whose sin the Lord does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit!" (Psalms 32:1-2).
When God forgives the penitent sinner, who stands before the throne of his grace, pleading the
merits of his Son — he casts all his sins behind his back — or he throws them into the depths of
the sea! They are thus covered, hidden, and concealed forever!

Let us, therefore, conceal our sins no longer; let us confess them before God, and obtain the
pardon of them. Let us never profess before our fellow-men — what we do not really possess. Let
us make our lives — the index of our hearts!
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Chapter 22

20 The Test!

The Test!

"Test me now!" says the Lord Almighty, "and see if | will not throw open the floodgates of Heaven
and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it!" Malachi 3:10 The Lord
loves to have his people near to him, walking closely with him, and proving the constancy of his
care and love. But they neglect him, wander from him, and grieve his loving heart. Still, he cannot
neglect them; he will not give them up, but calls after them, "Return unto me — and | will return
unto you!" He expostulates with them, "Will a man rob God?" He charges sin upon them, that he
may affect them, and bring them to repentance; he says, "You have robbed me!" And he tells them
in what — even in withholding their "tithes and offerings.” He tells them they are "under a curse,"
even the "whole nation!" Surely, then — he will disown, discard, and give them up!

No, anything but this. He exhorts them to duty, to put him to the proof, and pledges himself to
throw open the floodgates of Heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it! Wondrous grace this! Astonishing display of forbearance and condescending mercy!
Beloved we are in similar circumstances — and God speaks to us in this word. We have wandered
from him; we have robbed him; we are under his frown — and he invites us to "test him now." Let
us fix our attention upon these words a few moments.

First, let us look at the period, "now." It was a season of darkness; for sin had drawn a cloud over
them. The Sun of Righteousness did not shine upon them. The ordinances of God were not
attended with power. The saints were not lively. The priests were not devout, devoted, and
determined in God’s cause. The daughter of Zion was covered with a cloud. It was a trying time.
Their labors were not crowned with success. Selfishness characterized most of the people. They
were questioning God’s distinguishing love to them. The ordinances were changed. Men kept the
best for themselves, and offered only the refuse to God — even "the blind and the lame." God’s
altar was polluted, his day was profaned, and his name was dishonored.

They had long been in a backsliding state, and they had spoken stoutly against God. The season,
therefore, was very discouraging. What could they expect? What could they plead? How could
they look to the Lord to do any great thing for them? Whether they looked at themselves, or at the
church, back to the past, or around on the present — everything looked discouraging, and was
calculated to cast them down. And now it is, that the Lord appears; he says, | am willing to receive
you, to bless you, and to restore you to prosperity and dignity; "Test me now!" Observe —

Secondly, the direction, or exhortation, "Test me now!" Examine my promises. What have | led you
to expect? What have | promised to give? How do you read in my word? Take the promises which
| have made, look narrowly into them, examine them carefully — and see what they contain.

Read the history of my church. See what | have done for my people. Look back, and converse with
the years that are gone by. "Remember the years of the right hand of the Most High God." Attend
to my requirements. Do what | bid you — and do it because | bid you. Set your heart upon my
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house, and seek to promote my cause. Show zeal in my service, and concern for my honor.

"Bring all the tithes into the storehouse.” Be just for God. Be honest to your profession. Perform
your vows. Fulfill your engagements. Deny yourselves, and act in character as professors of my
holy religion. Put yourself into such a condition — that | can bestow my blessing upon you
honorably. Show that you repent of your selfishness, dishonesty, and various sins. Test that you
honestly desire my smile, my sanction, and my blessing. Meet me in my house — and "let us
reason together." Meet me at my throne — and "let us plead together." Let it be seen that you
really want a revival of religion, and that you are in downright earnest, to obtain my blessing. Put
away all shams, all make-believes, all mere formal ceremonies — and return to the days of your
youth, for "I remember you, the kindness of your youth, the love of your espousals, when you went
after me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. Israel was holiness unto the Lord, and the
first fruits of his increase was dedicated to me." Be as hearty now — as you were then. Be as
decided now — as you were then. Be unworldly now — as you were then.

Obey the precepts of my word now — as you did then. This is the way to test me. To this | invite
you. To this course | exhort you. For | wait to be gracious unto you; | desire to do you good. What
do you say? "Will you test me — and obtain a blessing?

Beloved, God wishes us to test the truth of his word. The willingness of his heart to bless us. His
word is true — and yet many of his promises are not fulfilled to us. How is it? It must be, that they
imply conditions which we have not fulfilled, or a state of mind to which we have not attained. He
desires us to test the faithfulness of his character, as a promising and performing God. His
faithfulness is like the great mountains. His faithfulness reaches to the clouds. He cannot forfeit his
character, or deny himself.

Still, some of the promises which suit us, are not fulfilled to us. How is it? God is faithful. He is true
to his word. Yes — but we have been unfaithful. We have been false and fickle. We have gone
away from his ordinances, and have not kept them. He has righteously hid his face from us, and
withheld the promised blessing. His heart has been grieved by us, and, therefore, his hand has not
been open to us. But now he says, "Repent and turn from your evil ways!" and test the truth of my
word, and my faithfulness to my character, as a prayer-hearing and promise-performing God.

He would have us test the unchangeableness of his nature. He says, "I am Jehovah — | change
not." | am now — just what | was in the days of your prosperity; | am now — what | was when |
delivered your fathers from Egypt, brought back my people from Babylon, and wrought wondrously
by my word in apostolic times. There has been no change in me — the change is in you. You have
changed, and you must change again. You must come back to the point from which you
wandered. When you do so — you will find me the same God; the same loving Father; and see
that | am as ready to receive, to pardon, and to give good things, as ever | was in the days of old!
You must show . . .

the same love to my truth,
the same zeal in my cause,
the same tenderness of my honor,

the same faith at my throne,

Sermonindex.net | Page 86



the same fervor in my service,

the same readiness to support my interest,
the same desire for the conversion of souls,
the same affection for my people, and

the same dedication to my service —

and then "I will throw open the floodgates of Heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will
not have room enough for it!"

Beloved, God loves to be put to the test. He says to us, "Test me — but do it honestly, from a real
desire to obtain and enjoy my blessing. See if you observe my precepts, whether | will not soon
fulfill my promises." He gives us opportunities for testing him. Times of trouble, times of
comparative barrenness, times like the present — are opportunities to test the Lord. He honors
obedience to his own directions, and attention to his own exhortations. For though our obedience
cannot merit anything at has hand, or obeying deserve his blessing — yet he has so connected
obedience and blessing, that we have no right to expect the one, without the other. The rule by
which he proceeds in blessing his church is, "Those who honor me — | will honor." Thus he
secures our sanctification — while he manifests his sovereign and unmerited grace.

He speaks to every reader of this piece; to every member of his One Church; to every soul that is
desirous of being useful in the world, or that longs to see his cause prosper and flourish; and he
says, "Test Me Now! | will bless you, if you are willing to be blessed. | will make you a blessing, if
you are prepared to observe my directions. | will be God; | will be the Sovereign; | will be the
Master; | will maintain my rights, even while | confer my favors. And if you are willing that | should
be so, and will test it by your conduct — then | will pour you out a blessing."

See, then, why we have not had the blessing. There has been some Achan, some golden wedge,
some Babylonish garment, in the camp!

Some sin has been indulged,
some Agag has been spared,
some duty has been neglected,
some cross has been avoided, or
some sacrifice has been withheld.

But, after all, God says to us again, "test Me now." It is not too late. My hand is not closed forever. |
have not recalled my promise. | have not left the throne of grace. | have not shut up my
loving-kindness in displeasure.

Brethren! Let us examine; determine; return to the Lord; put him to the proof — and obtain the
much needed blessing.
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Chapter 23
21 The Dangerous Progress

The Dangerous Progress "They walk on in darkness!"Psalms 82:5 The mind must be in motion.
The minds of sinners make progress — but it is in the wrong path! They started wrong. They will
not believe that they are wrong. Therefore they walk on to their own destruction. It is a painful sight
to see thousands and tens of thousands of travelers passing through this world — and all going
wrong! Every step they take leaves us less hope, and gives the Prince of darkness more power
over them. In temporal things — they see clearly enough; but in spiritual things — they are
stone-blind! "They walk on in darkness."

Darkness is the emblem of IGNORANCE. The parties we refer to, are ignorant . . .
of their true state before God,

of the character of God who made them,

of the just desert of sin,

of the only Savior who can deliver them,

of the way of escape opened up before them,

and of the dreadful doom that awaits them!

They walk on in ignorance! If they were not ignorant — they would surely fly to the Lord Jesus to
save them.

Darkness is also the emblem of SIN. These parties live . . .
in the violation of God'’s holy law,

neglecting Christ's gracious gospel, and

making SELF the end of their existence.

They live to themselves,

they live for themselves,

they neglect God’s requirements,

they despise his invitations,

they turn their backs on his throne of grace,

they treat his book with contempt,

they waste their time in idleness and folly — and yet talk as if they expected that he would have
mercy upon them at last!
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They walk on in sin — and yet hope to realize the promise made to obedience. They . ..
yield to Satan,

indulge the flesh,

dishonor God —

proving that "they walk on in darkness."

Darkness represents DANGER. These people are in imminent danger!

Disease may arrest them any hour! Death may remove them out of this world at any moment!
Disease introduces death,

death ushers into the presence of God,

and God dooms the careless sinner to Hell!

He may be in health in the morning — but a corpse at noon!

He may be on earth at noon — but in Hell at night!

He walks upon snares. He is surrounded by the officers of justice. He may be seized any moment.
Once seized, hope departs, despair approaches, and outer darkness closes up the scene! And yet
they walk on in thoughtlessness! They . ..

fool away their time,
neglect their opportunities of escape, and
disregard the warning voice and perish in their own deceivings.

Beast-like, they have no concern for any of these things. They say they shall not be worse off than
others — as if it were any relief to be no worse than others, where all are in misery, agony and
endless woe! Not worse off than others! Yes, they will; for it will be more tolerable for Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for them. Not worse off than others! Indeed they will, for the
men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment and condemn them. Not worse off than others! This is
a mistake, for careless, indifferent, Christ-rejecting sinners — will "receive the greater damnation!"

Oh, my fellow-sinner, whose eye may now be passing over these lines, let me beseech you to
think, reflect, consider! You are walking on in darkness — and dreadful will be your end if you
persevere!

God’'s Word is light — come to it that you may discover your true state and condition. The
ordinances of the gospel, especially the preaching of the Word — are intended to enlighten those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. The Holy Spirit, who opens the blind eyes, is
promised to every one who asks — ask, then, and receive, that you may see wondrous things out
of God’s law. Frequent where the gospel is preached, and pay careful attention. Have a Bible of
your own, and read it. Have a place for private prayer, and frequent it. Never rest, or allow your
soul to enjoy repose, until you know what the Apostle means when he speaks of being "turned
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God."
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Walk no longer in darkness — but come to the light that your deeds may be exposed. For if you do
not, you will learn by bitter experience, the meaning of our Lord’s words, "This is the verdict: Light
has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will
be exposed." John 3:17-20

"They walk on in darkness," but if they do, and persevere in doing so — then how fearful will their
end be. It will be . . .

misery without mercy,

darkness without light,

despair without prospect of deliverance —

and all the result of a willful determination to "walk on in darkness!"
They may imagine they have light, for thereis . . .

a false hope,

unwarranted joy,

unfounded peace,

and mistaken expectations.

Therefore every one should examine carefully and closely, and never . . .
rest, but on the Rock of Ages,

hope, but on the ground of the atonement,

or rejoice, but in Christ Jesus.

There is light for those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. There is a luminary which
enlivens, while it enlightens. That light is gospel truth. That luminary is Christ Jesus. He is a
luminary to enlighten the Gentiles.

Reader, come to him. He calls you. He says, "Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead; and
| will give you light." Come to him . . .

confessing your sins,
deploring your darkness, and

beseeching him to enlighten your eyes, lest you sleep the sleep of death! Turn from your present
evil course, and enter in at the strait gate. Stretch out your hand to Jesus, that he may lead you in
the everlasting way. Then will you soon sing with the Psalmist, "Return unto your rest, O my soul;
for the Lord has been good to you. For you, O Lord, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes
from tears, my feet from stumbling — that | may walk before the Lord in the land of the living." This
is the way — walk in it. It is a pleasant way. It is a safe way. It will lead to honor. It will conduct to
glory and to God. This path is like the shining light, it shines more and more unto the perfect day.
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May the Lord bless these lines to every reader — and to his glorious name, shall be all the praise!
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Chapter 24

22 The Mourning Dove!

The Mourning Dove!

"I mourned as a dove!" Isaiah 38:14 So said Hezekiah, referring to his sickness and expected
death. He felt sad. He was very sorrowful.

Just so, many of the Lord’s people are now, when suddenly laid low by disease, and death
appears immediately before them. They did not expect to be called away from the employments
and enjoyments of the present world so soon. Therefore they are sad. They do not vividly realize
either their interest in Jesus, or the glories of the invisible world — and therefore they are
sorrowful. Doubts spring up in their minds. Gloomy fears rise in their hearts. Satan hurls his fiery
darts at them. The special comforts of the Holy Spirit are withheld. They look into themselves, or
back upon their past lives — instead of looking simply to Jesus — and therefore they are cast
down. Their days appear to be numbered, their plans are frustrated, and their purposes are broken
off — and they mournfully say, "I shall not see the Lord in the land of the living." Their spirits sink,
their prospects are dark, and they go mourning all the nay long. They mourn like doves. The dove
has a social nature. So has the Christian. He is formed for society — yet not for any society. For as
the dove will not associate with the raven, the vulture, or the crow — so the Lord’s doves cannot
feel at home, or enjoy the society of the Lord’s enemies. Sinners are at home with sinners — but
saints are only at home with saints. The dove only enjoys the company of the dove — and the
believer only enjoys the fellowship of believers. He prays, "Gather not my soul with sinners — but
let me be numbered among your chosen." The attachment of the dove to its mate is strong and
permanent. Just so, the true Christian is strongly attached to Christ. No substitute for Jesus can be
found. True, he sometimes questions his own love, and wonders about his Lord’s love to him; but
this only proves that his attachment is sincere. He mourns for him — when he does not enjoy him,
and is willing to resign anything and everything for him. Union to Christ, and communion with
Christ, are the greatest blessings in his estimation, and in the darkest season he sighs out in
secret, "Oh, to be one with Christ! Oh, to enjoy close and hallowed fellowship with Jesus." No
substitute for Christ can be found, in his estimation. No other object is worthy of his highest love.
To be alone with Christ, is his choicest happiness; and if Jesus is sensibly present, the absence of
others is not painfully felt. The dove is of a plaintive spirit, and so is the true believer. In company
he often appears joyous and full of life, he is even perhaps bold and daring; but when alone in
secret, there is a plaintiveness about him. How plaintive sometimes are his praises! How plaintive
often are his prayers! Gethsemane or Calvary will draw out this peculiarity of his nature — for
there, in the most joyous seasons, in the most prosperous times — he will mourn over a wounded,
bleeding, dying Savior; even as one who mourns in bitterness for his first-born son. There is often
a soft, a sad plaintiveness in his meditations, prayers, and private devotions, and he often feels a
strange pleasure therein. The dove is a mournful bird — and the Christian is a mournful man. He
mourns sometimes because of the loss of his Lord’s presence. He cannot realize nearness to
Jesus. His Lord is not sensibly present with him, either in public ordinances or in private devotions
— and this makes him sad. His heart is set upon his Savior — and his Heaven is only found in the
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enjoyment of his Savior's love. Oh, how dull the service to him — if Jesus is not there. Inwardly
and silently does his spirit mourn; and mournfully does he pray, plead, and entreat his beloved
Lord to reveal himself once more. The sermon may be good, the hymns spiritual, the devotions
fervent, the brethren kind — but if Jesus is not there, or is not enjoyed, there is no satisfaction; the
soul goes away mourning.

Just so in private, however lively the gift of prayer, however still the enemy of souls, however
favorable the opportunity — if Jesus is not enjoyed, there is mourning. The performance of duty,
will not do. Occupying the usual time in the usual place, is not enough. The dove wants its mate, or
its mournful cooing shows its dissatisfaction. Just so, the Christian must enjoy the presence of
Jesus, or he will mourn in silence.

He often mourns and longs for the return of his dear Redeemer from the skies. The advent of
Christ is to him, the blessed hope. The coming of Jesus, is the object of his ardent desire. He
plaintively strains like the lonely dove; he sits and sighs, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!" Thus
he is looking for, and hastening to, the coming of the day of God.

He mourns also over the condition of his fellow-men. When they sin — he sighs. He is numbered
among those who sigh and cry for all the abominations that are done in the land. Sin is the object
of his hatred — but the sinner is the object of his pity. He often wonders that he can be as cheerful
as he is, when he realizes that he is surrounded by those who spend their time and talents in
insulting his God and Savior; and who, though his brethren according to the flesh, are rushing
headlong to Hell by thousands! "Oh," he says, "that my head were waters, and my eyes fountains
of tears — that | might weep day and night for the dishonor they do to my Lord — and the
destruction which they are bringing upon themselves." He knows the value of the soul, he knows
something of the terrors of the Lord — and therefore he mourns to see thousands so infatuated by
sin, as to choose death in the error of their ways.

If God has converted us by his grace, set our hearts against sin, and given us to know the misery
and torment from which we are delivered — we shall heartily mourn over those who appear
determined to perish, and be willing to do anything we can, to rescue them from so dreadful a
doom! But perhaps there is nothing that makes them mourn so frequently, or so much, as their
lack of conformity to Jesus. They all want to be exactly like him, and every fresh discovery they
have of their unlikeness to him, causes them to mourn, sigh, and pray, "Lord Jesus, make me like
your blessed self!" They would be as holy as he was holy. They would be as useful as he was
useful. They want to have the same mind in them — which was also in Christ Jesus. They wish to
be holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners — and because they are not, they mourn
like a dove!

Reader, are you one of the Lord’s mourning doves? Do you mourn over sin, after Jesus, and to be
sanctified wholly, in body, soul, and spirit? If so, "Blessed are you who mourn now — for you shall
be comforted.” But if you enjoy the world, are happy in unholiness, or laugh at sin, "Woe unto you
who laugh now — for you shall mourn and weep!"

Those who mourn on earth — will rejoice and sing in Heaven. Those who mourn now, because
Jesus is away — will shout for joy when he shall come again the second time without sin unto
salvation. Happy mourners, you sow in tears — but you shall reap in joy. You have a wet and
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difficult seed time — but you shall have a sunny harvest. The causes of the mourning will soon be
all removed, and then you will rejoice and be exceeding glad forever! Your Savior is coming . . .

to silence your groans,
to comfort your hearts, and
to receive you to himself forever!

He himself once groaned on earth, he mourned over the condition of our guilty world, he wept as
he anticipated his murderers’ doom; but perfect joy has long been his portion, and it will be yours
soon. But oh, sinner, sinner, if you go on in sin, if you persist in your present course — you will be
cast into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, forever!
You will mourn at last, and repent your folly forever. But, like foolish Esau, you will repent too late,
for you will find it impossible to change the mind of the Most High God, though you seek it with
tears. For as you now read unmoved the sufferings of his beloved Son, as you are now unaffected
by the sweet messages and loving invitations of his mercy — so he will forever view unmoved —
your torments and tears, and turn a deaf ear to your prayers and groans! Turn, then, turn unto the
Lord now, with weeping, mourning, and supplication; for the Lord still waits, that he may be
gracious unto sinners; and the Lord is exalted, that he may show mercy unto repentant sinners.
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Chapter 25

23 The Good Soldier's Prayer

The Good Soldier's Prayer "Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus!" 2
Timothy 2:3 "Save me for your mercies’ sake!"Psalms 31:16

Some people tell us that they do not know how to pray. This proves that they are not accustomed
to pray — and are therefore in a very dangerous state! They tell us that do not understand the
nature of prayer — and are therefore very ignorant of God’s word.

Prayer is the exercise of the heart. It is the soul speaking with God. It is just telling the Lord what
we feel, what we fear, and what we desire. It is exceedingly simple. To the true Christian, it is quite
natural. He prays for all he needs, whenever he is troubled, tried, or afflicted. There can be no
religion without prayer, or prayer without the knowledge of God. If we know God — we shall draw
near to him, speak with him, pour out our hearts before him, ask favors of him, and receive
blessings from him. My friend, do you pray? Do you pray regularly? Do you pray because you feel
that you cannot live without it? Do you pray because you love it? Is praying to you as natural as
breathing? It should be so. It will be so, if you become a real Christian, and walk closely with God.

Scriptural prayers are generally short prayers, they are full of meaning, there are no waste words
in them — but every word is important. Here is such a prayer at the head of this article; let us look
at it for a minute or two — it is a soldier’s prayer, for David was a soldier, and a great one too.
Observe,

First, it is asinnerpraying — for he prays for salvation. No one needs salvation, but a sinner. It is a
sinner taught of God; for no one seeks salvation — until taught by the Holy Spirit that he is lost,
ruined, and undone. It is a sinner drawn by God, for no one goes to God for salvation — until
attracted by the secret power of the Most High. It is a sinner pleading with God. He feels he is in
the presence of God — he feels that he must be saved by God — or be lost forever. It is a sinner
asking a great favor of God, the greatest favor he could ask — or that God could give. Nothing
trifling fills his thoughts. Nothing lowly engages his attention.

He wishes to make sure work. He wants to get God on his side. He pleads as one in earnest, as
one that is sincere, as one that will not easily be put off. His life, his eternal life, depends on his
obtaining his suit. He feels that this is his opportunity, and he must not let it slip; but he must
improve it for the most important purpose. He knows what he is about. He feels the importance of
his employment. He prays as if he meant every word he utters, as if every word came up from the
very bottom of his heart. "Save me for your mercies’ sake!"

Now, my dear friend, you are a sinner, you need salvation — but do you feel your need of it? Do
you go to God on purpose to entreat him to save you? Do you pray in downright earnest, as if you
really meant to obtain salvation, if God will bestow it upon such a one as you are? If so, blessed
are you; if not, your state is truly dangerous. God’s own children, his beloved ones, can never rest
satisfied until they obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus.
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Secondly. It is a sinner seeking a great blessing, even salvation. Now what is salvation? It is
deliverance — deliverance from all real evils, both temporal and spiritual. A present deliverance. A
perfect deliverance. An eternal deliverance. A deliverance from the guilt of sin — by the sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus upon the conscience. A deliverance from the power of sin — by the work of
the Holy Spirit in the heart. A deliverance from all present evils — by the certain working of a
special providence. A deliverance from the wrath of God and the flames of Hell — by the mercy of
God, the merit of Christ, and the sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit.

Salvation is of the Lord alone. No one can save but the Almighty God. No works of the creature, no
ceremonies of men, no sufferings in the flesh — will ever save a sinner; or go any way toward his
salvation. It is God’s work. The heart must be changed — and no one can change it but God. The
sins must be pardoned — and no one can forgive sins but God. The person must be protected
from Satan and other foes — and no one can protect it but God. God glories in saving sinners. He
will get eternal honor by it, and he will not give his glory to another, or his honor to any of his
creatures. Friend, God can save you. He must save you — or you will be forever lost. But if you
wish God to save you — you must ask him. You must go to him, you must plead with him, nor
must you give over until you prevail. Success is certain — if prayer is hearty, earnest, and
importunate.

Thirdly. It is a sinner seeking a great blessing on God’'s own terms. Salvation is of grace, oritis a
free favor. No one deserves to be saved. No one can purchase, or procure salvation by anything
he can do or suffer. If man has it — God must give it. If God give it — he will give it freely. He
delights in mercy. He is never backward to show mercy. But he will have us feel our misery, our
poverty, and our obligation to him. He will save us on the ground of his mercy — but on no other
ground. Out of pure pity to us. Out of tender compassion for us. For the sake of his own mercy —
that is, to prove it, to display it, to exalt it, to bring honor to it. God’s mercy is infinite, and cannot be
exhausted. It is everlasting, and cannot change. It is free, and cannot be purchased. It is glorified
in sinners, and therefore we may with confidence pray. "Save me for your mercies’ sake!"

Fellow soldier, are you saved? Has God saved you for his mercies’ sake? If so, you have felt
yourself lost, you have despaired of all help in yourself, or from any creature, you have fled for
refuge to Jesus; and in answer to prayer, you have obtained mercy. Is it so? Then | give you joy. |
own you as my brother in Christ. | exhort you to cleave to the Lord with full purpose of heart.

| beseech you to tell your comrades what God has done for you. Never mind a sneer, or even a
profane oath; but pity, pray for, and plead with them. As they are — you were once; and as they
are — you would be this day — but for sovereign and distinguishing grace. Praise God for what he
has done for you — and endeavor to bring others to him.

Fellow soldier, are you careless about salvation? Are you floating down the stream? Are you doing
as your comrades do, and leaving the future to take care of itself? | beseech you, reflect for one
moment. You are an immortal being. You must live forever. You may live in glory, honor, and
unspeakable happiness. You will live in shame, pain, and inconceivable torment, if you pursue
your present course. Stop! | beseech you stop! Think! | beseech you, think!! God in his mercy will
save you — if you seek him. God in his justice will damn you — if you neglect him. His mercy is
infinite — but his justice is infinite too. There are thousands of soldiers in Hell at this moment;
because they despised and slighted God’s mercy — will you increase the number? There are
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many, very many soldiers in Heaven, because they sought and found God’s mercy — will you go
and unite with them? Will you? Say, will you? Which shall it be — Heaven, or Hell?

Which? Which? Infinitely gracious God, have mercy upon the soldier, who is now reading these
lines — save, "O save him for your mercies’ sake." "Deliver him from going down to the pit," and
raise him to a state of grace here, and glory hereafter, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.
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Chapter 26

24 The Good Soldier's Purpose

The Good Soldier's Purpose "Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus!" 2
Timothy 2:3 "You have known my purpose.” 2 Timothy 3:10

Saul of Tarsus was a rebel in arms against the King of kings. He hated his person, despised his
government, and denied his claims. He mustered and headed a troop, with a determination if
possible to dethrone him. He arrested, imprisoned, and obtained the death warrant of every faithful
subject that came within his reach. He was exceedingly mad against all the adherents to the cause
of the Prince of peace. He said, "I will not have him to reign over me!" Not only so — but he made
up his mind that he should reign over no one else, if he could prevent it. He persecuted all his
followers in Judea, and obtained a commission to carry the war against them into Damascus. He
mustered his forces, headed his troop, and set out for Damascus, breathing out threatenings and
slaughter against them. His purpose now was to slay utterly both old and young, and to blot out
the name and cause of Jesus from under Heaven! But as he was on his journey, just as he was
drawing near to Damascus, a bright light from Heaven suddenly shone upon him, and the Lord
Jesus appeared unto him. The manifestation of Christ instantly changed his mind and altered his
purpose, and he at once enlisted in the army of Immanuel. He arose from the ground, to which he
had fallen, went into Damascus, and was blind for three days. At the end of that time he was
restored to sight, and immediately put on the regimentals of the once hated Nazarene.

He soon learned his exercise, and appeared very prominent in the ranks of God’s elect. From the
day he enlisted, his purpose was formed, through his whole life it was carried out; and therefore to
every one who knew him intimately, he could say "You have fully known my purpose.” The fixed,
settled, solemn purpose of Paul, embraced four principal points:

First, to secure his own salvation. His heart was set upon this. He was determined to "win Christ."
To make his "calling and election sure." He therefore gave himself to prayer. He lived by faith in
the Son of God. He crucified the flesh with its affections and lusts. He put off the old man with his
deeds, and put on the new man. He labored that whether present in the body, or absent from it —
he might be accepted of the Lord. He kept his body under control, and brought into subjection; lest
after having preached to others, he himself should be castaway. He did not rest satisfied with a
single evidence, or an uncertain hope — but he aimed at certainty and obtained it. Hear how
confidently bespeaks, "I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which | now live in the flesh live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and
gave himself for me." Galatians 2:20. Again, "To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” Php 1:21.

Every one of us also should make it our first, our grand object — to secure our own salvation. To
obtain the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of our sins. To have Christ formed in our
hearts "the hope of glory." To know, "that we have passed from death unto life," by our sincere
love to the brethren. To commit our souls to Jesus, to be washed in his blood, to be clothed in his
righteousness, to be sanctified by his Spirit, and to be preserved by his providence and power —
so that we may say with Paul, "I know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to
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keep that which | have committed unto him against that day.” And thus live "in hope of eternal life,
which God who cannot lie, promised before the world began."

Paul's purpose was, Secondly, To bring as many sinners to the Savior as he possibly could. No
sooner was Paul enlisted and sworn in — than he became a recruiting sergeant. He endeavored
to enlist every person that he could In order to this, he was constantly speaking of Jesus to all with
whom he came in contact. In public he preached Jesus, and in private he talked of Jesus. He was
always telling those about him, of the glories of his person, the nature of his sacrifice, the
perfection of his work, the kindness of his heart, the happiness that was found in his service, the
equity of the war which he had proclaimed, and the glorious crowns which he had promised.

He assured every rebel of pardon, the very moment he laid down his arms, and embraced the
terms of reconciliation. He often appealed to: his own bad character and detestable conduct, the
reception he met with, the pardon he received, and the honor that was conferred upon him — to
prevent the vilest from doubting, and to encourage all that believe. He traveled thousands of miles,
suffered the most agonizing pains, endured the greatest hardships, and accommodated himself to
all classes of people, and to all possible circumstances, to enlist sinners into the army of the
Savior. Hear his own words, "Though | am free from all men — yet have | made myself servant
unto all, that | might gain the more. And unto the Jews | became as a Jew, that | might gain the
Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that | might gain them that are under the
law; to those who are without the law, as without law, .(being not without law to God — but under
the law to Christ,) that | might gain them that are without law. To the weak became | as weak, that |
might gain the weak. | am made all things to all men, that | might by all means save some." 1
Corinthians 9:19-22.

Christian soldier, here is your example, You should try to bring all your comrades to Christ. Never
yield to discouragement — but putting your trust in the Lord, praying for the power of the Holy
Spirit to accompany your feeble efforts — try, try, try. God works by feeble means. He honors the
well-meant endeavor. Speak of Jesus to all who will hear you — for you know not who God may
dispose to listen to you, until you try. Speak to all of Christ, many people will listen to a soldier
speaking of Jesus, who would not listen to a regular minister. Let Paul’s purpose be yours, to enlist
as many for Christ as you can. You may assure them of a welcome reception, large bounty, good
pay, excellent quarters, kind officers, and high honors when the campaign is ended.

Paul’'s purpose was, Thirdly, To honor Christ as highly as possible. He never wearied of speaking
of him. He never thought that he could speak too highly of Christ. Indeed he considered no subject
worthy of a thought, in comparison with Christ. Christ was the center toward which he constantly
tended, the circle within which he moved. He preferred the weakness of Christ, to the strength of
men; the shame of Christ, to the honor of men; and even suffering for Christ, to living at ease with
sinners. Christ was enthroned in Paul's affections, and he endeavored to obtain a throne for him in
every human breast.

If he preached — he preached Christ.
If he wrote — he wrote of Christ.

If he gave an example for imitation — it was Christ.
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If he furnished a powerful motive — it was fetched from Christ.
Christ was his Alpha and Omega, his first and last, his all in all.

He believed him to be God, and he taught others to believe it. He knew him to be the only Savior,
and he preached him as such. He rejoiced in his humiliation, and he triumphed in his exaltation.
The cross inspired him with hope — but to see his Savior on the throne, filled him with joy
unspeakable and full of glory! He lost everything for Christ, and gloried in the fact that he had
anything to lose tor him. Christ filled his thoughts, his ministry, and his anticipations. He looked
back at what Jesus was originally, at what he became for us, and then at what he is now, and
exclaimed, "Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to
death — even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in Heaven and
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father!" Php 2:6-11.

Glorious Savior! Let us endeavor to imitate the good soldier Paul, and show forth the honors of his
name, making his praise glorious. Let us exalt him as highly as we can, and endeavor to bring
others to exalt him too. Let us labor in his cause, walk by his precepts, suffer for his name, and
copy his bright, his blessed example — for he is worthy, for whom we shall do this.

Paul's purpose included, Fourthly, To glorify God both by doing and suffering. He looked upon
himself as purchased property. As bought out of the most degrading and debasing slavery, on
purpose that he might glorify God. And he looked upon all the soldiers of the cross in the same
light, therefore writing to the regiment which was quartered at Corinth, he said, "You are not your
own, for you are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which
are God’'s." 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. And lest they should not understand that he meant that this
principle should be carried out in all the common, and everyday affairs of life, he says again in the
same letter, "Whether therefore you eat, or drink, or whatever you do — do all to the glory of God."
1 Corinthians 10:31. And writing to the battalion which was quartered at Philippi, among whom
some refractory spirits were found, and were trying to do mischief; and referring to his own
practice and hope, he says, "According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing |
shall be ashamed — but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in
my body, whether it be by life, or by death.” Php 1:20.

Brother soldier, let this be our object too. In every plan we form, in every engagement we
undertake, in everything we do — let us aim at the glory of our good and gracious God. Every
morning let us ask, "How can | glorify my God today?" In every undertaking let us examine, how
we may glorify God in fulfilling it. God is glorified by us, when we trust in his promises — when we
walk by his precepts — when we worship at his throne — when we praise him for his mercies —
when we spread his truth — when we assist his cause — when we try to benefit his people —
when we enlist souls into his army, and when we put on the whole suit of armor he has provided;
and with bold and courageous front, resist and repel his foes!
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Let us then endeavor so to plan, to purpose, and to act, that every clear-sighted observer, may
see inscribed on every plan, purpose, or performance of ours, "To the praise and glory of God." If
we glorify God on earth — he will glorify us in Heaven. If we honor Christ where we now are — we
shall walk with Christ in white robes where he is; and along with all that have gotten the victory
over Satan, the world, the beast, and his image — we shall stand on the sea of glass, and sing
"the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous
are your works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are your ways, O King of saints!" Revelation
15:2-3.
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Chapter 27

25 The Good Soldier's Pursuit!

The Good Soldier’'s Pursuit!

"Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus!" 2 Timothy 2:3 "I have pursued my
enemies and destroyed them!" 2 Samuel 20:38 The writer of these words was a captain in the
army of the Lord Almighty. He refers to danger, difficulty, and deliverance. He had been in danger
from his foes, these were difficult to conquer — but he was delivered from them. He . . .

reviews the past with gratitude;
records his conquests with humility,

and prepares for future service. The war was not ended, the enemies were not all subdued, the
field was not to be abandoned. Just so, should every faithful soldier of the Lord Jesus do. We must
not put off our armor — until we put on our shroud! We must never enter into a truce with any of
our foes. We were enlisted to fight. Our armor was provided for the day of battle, and that day lasts
through the whole of the present life. The enemies of our King are our enemies, and (blessed be
God), our enemies are the enemies of our King. Let us therefore pursue, let us overtake them, and
let us never sheath our sword until we have overcome them. To arms! to arms! The enemy is in
the field, and the trumpet sounds to victory!

First. The enemies of the soldier of the Cross, are only the enemies of his King and country.

There is SIN — this is the enemy of Jesus, it prostrated him in the garden, it pierced him through
and through upon the cross. It is the enemy of his person, his people, and his crown.

Sin is in the world — and we must resist it there unto blood. We must give it no quarters, make no
allowance for it, never palliate it or treat it with tenderness.

Sin is within us, and we must watch it, oppose it, and seek its extermination and destruction. No
peace with sin, is the motto of every loyal soldier of the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

There is SATAN; he is the enemy of Jesus too, we must resist him steadfast in the faith. We must
give him no place — but strike at him with the sword of the Spirit, and so use the shield of faith, as
to quench all his fiery darts. He cares not for argument, he fears not our vows or promises — but
he trembles before the Word of God and prayer. He hates — but is obliged to fly before the name
of the great Captain of our salvation.

There is the WORLD; it has apostatized from God, it is in rebellion against God, and does all it can
to dishonor God. We must therefore come out of it, and be separate from it. We may pity its poor
deluded votaries — but we must hate its practices, maxims and motives. There must be no
friendship between us and it, for "if any man is a friend of the world — he is the enemy of God."

There is DEATH; this is sin’s first-born. It is the King of terrors, and the enemy of humankind. It
once seized our Captain, and for a short time brought him under its power. But he overcame it and
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triumphed. He overcame it, not merely for himself — but for us. And we by faith in his name, by
union to his person, and by close and holy fellowship with him, must overcome it too.

Soldier of the cross! here are your enemies; they are linked together, they are well drilled and
determined, they appear invincible! But up and at them, meet them in the name of Jesus, resist
them steadfast in the faith — and it shall be said of you, as of that glorious battalion in the days of
old, "They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony, for they loved not
their lives unto death."

Secondly. The good soldier hates these enemies of his King. He hates them for his King's sake,
and he hates them for his own sake. His hatred is just, holy, deep, and abiding. He must hate
them, hate them every moment, hate them under every shape and form — or he cannot be loyal to
his Prince. His hatred grows with his years, and Scriptural meditation deepens and strengthens it.
If he views them rightly, he views them as the enemies of his gracious God, the enemies of his
loving Savior, the enemies of his Christian brethren, the enemies of his fellow-creatures, and his
own enemies too. Such views must deepen his hatred to them, and lead him to say with an old
warrior on the battlefield, "Do not | hate those who hate you? | hate them with perfect hatred.” At
the word of command from his victorious general, he pursues them through every highway and
byway, over every mountain and down into every valley, across every plain and into every thicket,
in the crowded city and the unpeopled desert. He pursues them as for his life. He thirsts for their
life, and sighs for their entire annihilation. His is a bloodless warfare — but it is nevertheless
arduous. It is a warfare that calls for sleepless vigilance, untiring zeal, undaunted courage, and
unwearied perseverance.

There is no discharge in this war. The armor must never be taken off. The soldier must never quit
the field, until his Captain calls him to receive his crown.

He seeks the utter destruction of all that is hostile to the divine government, derogatory to his
Savior's honor, injurious to his own character, or calculated to injure his fellow-men. He fights to
introduce peace on earth, and to bring glory to God in the highest: and until God has the highest
possible glory, and man perfect and uninterrupted peace — he never wishes to quit the field.

Noble enterprise this! Glorious calling this! Let every soldier count it his highest honor, nor envy
even an angel — for he is in the path to glory, honor, and immortal life. He will gain laurels that will
never fade, a diadem that will ever sparkle on his brow, and a title which will dignify him forever in
a better world. Jesus, Captain, make me a valiant, skillful, victorious soldier in your army — and |
ask no higher honor!

Thirdly. The faithful soldier will certainly overcome every foe. If his heart is honest, if he is but
faithful — victory is absolutely certain. He may be overcome in a skirmish, as many a brave soldier
has — but he shall overcome at last. He may occasionally yield to fear and doubt the outcome of
the contest — but he will prove to be more than a conqueror through Jesus who has loved him. By
faith in Christ, by strength received from Christ, and after the example of Christ — he will . . .

conquer sin,
trample upon Satan,

overcome the world,
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and triumph over death!

He will stand at the grave’s mouth, with eternity full in view, and with a loud voice and fearless
heart, exclaim "O death! where is your sting? O grave! where is your victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law: but thanks be unto God that gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ!" The enemy that shall be destroyed last is death — but it shall be destroyed;
and the faithful soldier rise to enjoy a deathless state of existence, beneath unclouded skies,
where sorrow and sighing shall forever flee away. O glorious termination of a righteous war! O
blessed reward of faithfulness to our illustrious general!

Brother soldier, do you look upon SIN as the greatest enemy of God and man? Are you manfully
resisting it in yourself, in your comrades, and in the world in general? It does not matter whatever
else you conquer — if you do not conquer sin. Overcome this, and every other foe will soon fall
before you. Get your sins pardoned through the blood of Jesus, and strive to subdue your sins
through the Spirit of Christ. Oppose everything that opposes Jesus. Fight against everything that
would dishonor his name, rob him of his glory, or grieve his loving heart.

Make no compromise with the WORLD, it is radically evil. It must be conquered by us — or it will
conquer us. "This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith." Confidence in Christ's
word, dependence on his sacrifice, trust in his veracity, and reliance on his faithfulness, will bring
us off victorious over all the powers of earth and Hell.

SATAN cares nothing for the crucifix — but he will flee before the cross. Does he tempt you to
despond because your sins are great and many? Tell him that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses
from all sin. Does he fill you with fears of judgment, and try to lead you to despair? Tell him that
there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus; and that those that come to him,
he will never cast out.

Look at DEATH through Jesus, and it will lose all its terrors; it will appear stripped of all its
formidable power; and it will be seen to be only a sleeping in Jesus, a resting until the mystery of
redemption shall be finished. But no unconverted sinner, can be Christ's soldier — and only the
soldiers of Jesus gain the victory. Dear reader, are you converted to God? Have you been washed
in his blood? Are you clothed in his righteousness? Does his Spirit dwell in you preparing you for
glory? Are you relying on his sacrifice alone for your acceptance with God? And do you strive to
please him in all that you do? If so, happy are you, "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad," you will soon
be found in the ranks of God’s elect in the New Jerusalem, and enjoy the smile of the Prince of
peace forever. Yet a little while, and duty below will be done, and an eternal discharge will be
given, and with it, not a mere pension — but a crown of glory, a weight of glory, a priceless
inheritance — an inheritance that is kept in Heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach
of change and decay!
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Chapter 28

26 The Good Soldier's Object!

The Good Soldier’'s Pursuit!

"Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus!" 2 Timothy 2:3 "I have pursued my
enemies and destroyed them!" 2 Samuel 20:38 The writer of these words was a captain in the
army of the Lord Almighty. He refers to danger, difficulty, and deliverance. He had been in danger
from his foes, these were difficult to conquer — but he was delivered from them. He . . .

reviews the past with gratitude;
records his conquests with humility,

and prepares for future service. The war was not ended, the enemies were not all subdued, the
field was not to be abandoned. Just so, should every faithful soldier of the Lord Jesus do. We must
not put off our armor — until we put on our shroud! We must never enter into a truce with any of
our foes. We were enlisted to fight. Our armor was provided for the day of battle, and that day lasts
through the whole of the present life. The enemies of our King are our enemies, and (blessed be
God), our enemies are the enemies of our King. Let us therefore pursue, let us overtake them, and
let us never sheath our sword until we have overcome them. To arms! to arms! The enemy is in
the field, and the trumpet sounds to victory!

First. The enemies of the soldier of the Cross, are only the enemies of his King and country.

There is SIN — this is the enemy of Jesus, it prostrated him in the garden, it pierced him through
and through upon the cross. It is the enemy of his person, his people, and his crown.

Sin is in the world — and we must resist it there unto blood. We must give it no quarters, make no
allowance for it, never palliate it or treat it with tenderness.

Sin is within us, and we must watch it, oppose it, and seek its extermination and destruction. No
peace with sin, is the motto of every loyal soldier of the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

There is SATAN; he is the enemy of Jesus too, we must resist him steadfast in the faith. We must
give him no place — but strike at him with the sword of the Spirit, and so use the shield of faith, as
to quench all his fiery darts. He cares not for argument, he fears not our vows or promises — but
he trembles before the Word of God and prayer. He hates — but is obliged to fly before the name
of the great Captain of our salvation.

There is the WORLD; it has apostatized from God, it is in rebellion against God, and does all it can
to dishonor God. We must therefore come out of it, and be separate from it. We may pity its poor
deluded votaries — but we must hate its practices, maxims and motives. There must be no
friendship between us and it, for "if any man is a friend of the world — he is the enemy of God."

There is DEATH; this is sin’s first-born. It is the King of terrors, and the enemy of humankind. It
once seized our Captain, and for a short time brought him under its power. But he overcame it and
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triumphed. He overcame it, not merely for himself — but for us. And we by faith in his name, by
union to his person, and by close and holy fellowship with him, must overcome it too.

Soldier of the cross! here are your enemies; they are linked together, they are well drilled and
determined, they appear invincible! But up and at them, meet them in the name of Jesus, resist
them steadfast in the faith — and it shall be said of you, as of that glorious battalion in the days of
old, "They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and the word of their testimony, for they loved not
their lives unto death."

Secondly. The good soldier hates these enemies of his King. He hates them for his King's sake,
and he hates them for his own sake. His hatred is just, holy, deep, and abiding. He must hate
them, hate them every moment, hate them under every shape and form — or he cannot be loyal to
his Prince. His hatred grows with his years, and Scriptural meditation deepens and strengthens it.
If he views them rightly, he views them as the enemies of his gracious God, the enemies of his
loving Savior, the enemies of his Christian brethren, the enemies of his fellow-creatures, and his
own enemies too. Such views must deepen his hatred to them, and lead him to say with an old
warrior on the battlefield, "Do not | hate those who hate you? | hate them with perfect hatred.” At
the word of command from his victorious general, he pursues them through every highway and
byway, over every mountain and down into every valley, across every plain and into every thicket,
in the crowded city and the unpeopled desert. He pursues them as for his life. He thirsts for their
life, and sighs for their entire annihilation. His is a bloodless warfare — but it is nevertheless
arduous. It is a warfare that calls for sleepless vigilance, untiring zeal, undaunted courage, and
unwearied perseverance.

There is no discharge in this war. The armor must never be taken off. The soldier must never quit
the field, until his Captain calls him to receive his crown.

He seeks the utter destruction of all that is hostile to the divine government, derogatory to his
Savior's honor, injurious to his own character, or calculated to injure his fellow-men. He fights to
introduce peace on earth, and to bring glory to God in the highest: and until God has the highest
possible glory, and man perfect and uninterrupted peace — he never wishes to quit the field.

Noble enterprise this! Glorious calling this! Let every soldier count it his highest honor, nor envy
even an angel — for he is in the path to glory, honor, and immortal life. He will gain laurels that will
never fade, a diadem that will ever sparkle on his brow, and a title which will dignify him forever in
a better world. Jesus, Captain, make me a valiant, skillful, victorious soldier in your army — and |
ask no higher honor!

Thirdly. The faithful soldier will certainly overcome every foe. If his heart is honest, if he is but
faithful — victory is absolutely certain. He may be overcome in a skirmish, as many a brave soldier
has — but he shall overcome at last. He may occasionally yield to fear and doubt the outcome of
the contest — but he will prove to be more than a conqueror through Jesus who has loved him. By
faith in Christ, by strength received from Christ, and after the example of Christ — he will . . .

conquer sin,
trample upon Satan,

overcome the world,
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and triumph over death!

He will stand at the grave’s mouth, with eternity full in view, and with a loud voice and fearless
heart, exclaim "O death! where is your sting? O grave! where is your victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law: but thanks be unto God that gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ!" The enemy that shall be destroyed last is death — but it shall be destroyed;
and the faithful soldier rise to enjoy a deathless state of existence, beneath unclouded skies,
where sorrow and sighing shall forever flee away. O glorious termination of a righteous war! O
blessed reward of faithfulness to our illustrious general!

Brother soldier, do you look upon SIN as the greatest enemy of God and man? Are you manfully
resisting it in yourself, in your comrades, and in the world in general? It does not matter whatever
else you conquer — if you do not conquer sin. Overcome this, and every other foe will soon fall
before you. Get your sins pardoned through the blood of Jesus, and strive to subdue your sins
through the Spirit of Christ. Oppose everything that opposes Jesus. Fight against everything that
would dishonor his name, rob him of his glory, or grieve his loving heart.

Make no compromise with the WORLD, it is radically evil. It must be conquered by us — or it will
conquer us. "This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith." Confidence in Christ's
word, dependence on his sacrifice, trust in his veracity, and reliance on his faithfulness, will bring
us off victorious over all the powers of earth and Hell.

SATAN cares nothing for the crucifix — but he will flee before the cross. Does he tempt you to
despond because your sins are great and many? Tell him that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses
from all sin. Does he fill you with fears of judgment, and try to lead you to despair? Tell him that
there is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus; and that those that come to him,
he will never cast out.

Look at DEATH through Jesus, and it will lose all its terrors; it will appear stripped of all its
formidable power; and it will be seen to be only a sleeping in Jesus, a resting until the mystery of
redemption shall be finished. But no unconverted sinner, can be Christ's soldier — and only the
soldiers of Jesus gain the victory. Dear reader, are you converted to God? Have you been washed
in his blood? Are you clothed in his righteousness? Does his Spirit dwell in you preparing you for
glory? Are you relying on his sacrifice alone for your acceptance with God? And do you strive to
please him in all that you do? If so, happy are you, "Rejoice, and be exceeding glad," you will soon
be found in the ranks of God’s elect in the New Jerusalem, and enjoy the smile of the Prince of
peace forever. Yet a little while, and duty below will be done, and an eternal discharge will be
given, and with it, not a mere pension — but a crown of glory, a weight of glory, a priceless
inheritance — an inheritance that is kept in Heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach
of change and decay! The Good Soldier’s Object!

"Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus!" 2 Timothy 2:3

"No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him
who enlisted him as a soldier.” 2 Timothy 2:4

It is an unspeakable honor to be a soldier of Christ — to be enlisted under his banner, to be sworn
into his army, to wear his regimentals, to put on his armor, and learn the use of his spiritual
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weapons, to distinguish his foes from his friends, protecting and honoring the one, and opposing
and conquering the other. Every soldier of Christ is chosen to this honor. God, the Father, chooses
all the soldiers who are to constitute the army of his Son. His choice of them is a secret, it is the
effect of his love, it is a mark of favor. They know nothing about it, until the recruiting sergeant is
sent where they are — their minds are then inclined to a soldier’s life, they are disposed to enlist
into the service, they carry out the thought which rules in their heart; and when fully equipped as
one of Immanuel’s soldiers, and engaged as every good soldier ought to be, opposing their
sovereign’s foes; then, from the conduct of others, from the change in their own tastes and habits,
from the volume of inspiration, and from the Holy Spirit's witness in their hearts — they discover
that their present honorable position, and the glorious prospects which are before them, flow from
the free favor, eternal love, and sovereign choice of the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

Perceiving this, and realizing the greatness of the honor conferred upon them, they are filled with
gratitude, rejoice in their distinction, prefer a soldier’s life with its difficulties and dangers to all
others, and make it their one object "to please him who enlisted them as his soldiers." Happy men,
who are soldiers of the cross! Honored men, who are chosen into the army of the Son of God! Let
the business of your life be to please him — who has so wondrously distinguished you. Imitate the
example of the good old warriors, who have fought the good fight, conquered every foe, and are
now enjoying their Captain’s presence, smile, and blessing, A good soldier will endeavor to
ascertain what will please his Captain; and this is easily done, as it is clearly, plainly, and
repeatedly stated in his own blessed book. He will always endeavor to do what he ascertains will
please him, acting as under his eye, aiming to commend himself to his loving heart in all things. He
will make this the one grand business of his life — his chief thought, his warmest desire will be to
please his honored Lord. But what will please our General?

Bright armor. Every part free from dust, spot, and impurity. Never does a soldier look so well, as
when he has his complete suit of armor on, every piece exactly fitting him, and the whole
burnished bright, glittering in the rays of the morning sun. And so the Christian never looks so well,
or pleases his Lord so much, as when:

his loins are girt about with pure truth;

having on the polished breastplate of righteousness, in which the commanding officer may see his
own face;

his feet shod with the bright and shining preparation of the gospel of peace;

having on the glittering helmet of salvation, the assured hope of complete deliverance from every
foe and fear;

having the shield of faith hanging on the arm, ready to catch, quench, and render harmless the
fiery darts of the enemy;

and having the keen, bright, and powerful sword of the Spirit in his hand, against which no foe can
stand, and which no opposing power can break. When the good soldier is thus equipped, with
courageous heart, presenting a bold front to the enemies of his King — he pleases him who has
called him to be a soldier.
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Regard to orders. The good soldier pays a close and strict attention to orders, and therefore knows
when to march, when to halt, when to charge, when to fire, and when to rest. His will is lost in the
will of his Commander; and his strict attention to orders, refusing to do what is not commanded, or
to omit anything which is commanded, pleases him who has chosen him to be a soldier.

Determined courage. Fear does not befit the soldier of the Cross. Cowardice is his disgrace. He is
required to face any foe, and every foe against which his Captain is pleased to lead him. And
when trusting to promised strength, following his victorious Leader, he goes without inquiry or
hesitation against the foes of his King and fatherland, determined to conquer — or to die; he
pleases him who has called him to be a soldier.

True loyalty. The soldier must be whole-hearted to his Prince. He must prefer his Prince’s honor —
to his own ease; his country’s safety — to his own life. "No surrender!" must be his motto; and
strong attachment to the royal cause, his ruling passion. He must be determined to defend his
Sovereign’s prerogatives at any risk, and rather part with every drop of his blood — than see his
Monarch robbed of his rights. When the good soldier shows his loyalty by being willing to do, or
suffer anything, rather than compromise the honor of his King — he pleases him who has chosen
him to be his soldier.

Attention to recruits. Every good soldier is commissioned to make recruits. The King’s army needs
to be replenished. The number of his soldiers is never too large. He glories in the increase of his
troops. We are entrusted with his money to enlist, and are warranted to promise a considerable
bounty. We may hold out the highest honors, and point to the brightest prospects, to win our
fellows to his cause. And when he sees us striving to make recruits, or having made them,
teaching them to adjust their armor, clean their regimentals, learn their exercises, use their
weapons, and prepare to face the foe with true daring — we please him who has chosen us to be
his soldiers. The subjugation of rebels. There are many rebels in his empire — some within us,
and some without us; and these are to be opposed and subdued. They must yield or die, become
his friends, or perish. There is no quarters for a rebel as such — but if he will submit, yield himself
up, and become reconciled to his Prince, and join the Lord’s army — there is pardon, acceptance,
and the prospect of honor. If we are found crucifying and making an example of the rebels within
us, and if we win over to obedience and loyalty the rebels without us — then we please him who
has chosen us to be his soldiers.

Now this is the good soldier's object. He constantly aims to do this, to do it cheerfully, to do it
regularly, to do it in a soldier-like manner. He makes this his one business, and only takes other
things by the way. May he but please his Lord — he cares not who is displeased with him. May he
but win the approbation of his Sovereign — he is not much affected by any reproach that may be
heaped upon him. He has given himself up to be a soldier, to be ruled by military law, to be used
for the public good, to be sent where his Commander pleases, and to serve faithfully,
courageously, and cheerfully until the end of life, or the end of the war.

Beloved reader, are you a soldier of the Cross? Have you enlisted into the army of the Prince of
Peace? Have you been taken into the stripping room — has every rag of your own clothing been
taken from you, and have you been clothed in regimental dress? Have you put on the whole armor
of God? Have you sworn to fight for your Prince and your country, giving no quarters to his foes?
Have you looked at yourself thus accoutred and pledged, in the looking-glass of his word, and
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almost felt proud of your distinction and honor? Is it your daily object to please him who has called
you to be a soldier? If so, | hail you as a fellow-soldier! | rejoice in your happiness, and honor.

Keep your clothing clean, and you armor bright. Be always ready for marching orders. Never envy
any creature in God’s dominions. Yours is an honorable distinction — you were chosen to it, you
may well rejoice in it. You belong to "the sacramental host of God’'s elect." Your regiment is
commanded by the King’'s Son! Your post may be one of danger — but the more danger now, the
more honor by and bye. Every scar you receive in the conflict here — will be to your credit when
the war is ended. No scars are dishonorable unless scars in the back; none are so honorable as
those on the face. Face the foe! Keep to the field. Strive for the mastery. Use your sword. Hold fast
your shield. Persevere in the conflict until the sound of the trumpet informs you that the warfare is
ended, and then — with all your brave companions in arms — then,

March up the heavenly street,

And ground your arms at Jesus’ feet!
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Chapter 29

27 The Good Soldier's Prospect

The Good Soldier's Prospect "Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus!" 2
Timothy 2:3

"There is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
give me on that day; and not only to me, but to all those who have loved His appearing!" 2 Timothy
4:8 The soldiers of Christ have everything to stimulate and encourage them. Their present position
is honorable, their future prospects are glorious! Their Captain will try them — but never trifle with
them. Suffer they may — surrender they should not. They are more than a match for all their foes,
for never was one left dead on the field. Their lives are insured — and their crown is prepared.
This being the case, they ought to be courageous, confident, and constantly at their post!

Christian soldier, for encouragement in every conflict — look up to your Captain for supplies —
and look forward to the glory that awaits you! The war will soon be over. Your discharge will soon
be signed and sent to you. Home is even now in view. But how different your end — to your
beginning! Think of what you were before you enlisted — what you were when a raw recruit —
what you have often been through — doubts, fears, and misgivings — and then at what you will
be. What a contrast! How striking! How surprising! A crown is reserved for you! Not a corruptible
crown of laurel, or myrtle — but a diadem. A diadem of glory. More durable than gold, more costly
than any earthy monarch’s crown. Gold, pearls, or precious stones, are not to be compared to it.
Its gems will sparkle brighter that the stars on a winter’s evening! As a whole, it will shine brighter
than the sun on a summer’s noon. It is a crown of glory, a most glorious crown. Not merited by
your labors or sufferings in the Lord’s service — but graciously promised, and gratuitously
bestowed. Promised by your glorious Leader, preserved most carefully in the palace of the Most
High God — to be presented to every faithful soldier at the final and grand review.

Yes, it will be placed on your brow by His hands — who won you to His service, led you to the
battlefield, made you victorious, and will rejoice in your honor and happiness forever. It will be
worn before God's own throne, before the angelic hosts, among God’s saints forever. What
thrilling joy, what ecstatic pleasure, what inconceivable delight — will you realize, when you first
feel it rest on your brow! What a look will your Savior give you, when you lift up your head that He
may place it on you, and your eye meets His, in his Father's presence! Surely, surely we ought to
be fired with love, filled with zeal, and prepared for every conflict — however arduous, by such a
glorious prospect! But shall | be crowned? Brother soldier, will you? Yes, if we are indeed loyal
soldiers. If we are engaged in the holy war. If we are attached to Immanuel and his cause. And the
crowns we shall wear, will remind us of the conflicts we have endured below — of the foes we
have conquered on earth — of the desires kindled and nourished while engaged in the campaign,
and of the faithfulness of our king to the promises he made. We shall see that not one thing has
failed. We shall realize that he has done for us exceeding and abundantly above all that we asked
of him, or thought that he would give! The promised land will be far above our greatest
expectations. The glory to be revealed will far exceed our most enlarged desires. The weight of
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glory will transcend our most comprehensive thoughts.

Grace, free grace will shine most gloriously on that day! The atonement of Jesus, as the procuring
cause of all our blessedness, will be radiant with glory then. The songs of the enraptured company
will be divinely sweet. O how our blessed Savior's heart will dance for joy! How his eyes will
sparkle with delight! His mighty spirit will realize full satisfaction, to see the whole of His redeemed
people collected, arranged, and glorified before him. Not one missing!

All that the Father gave him — there!

All for whom he offered up himself as a sacrifice — there!

All to whom he sent the Comforter — there!

All who enlisted under his banner and were sworn into his army — there!

Those who were once wounded, weeping, and lagging behind the regiment — there! His great
enemy completely defeated. His cause honorably carried. His troops passing again under the
hand of him that counts them. Blessed be God for a certain salvation! A salvation, secured by the
oath of the Father, the blood of the Son, and the veracity of the Holy Spirit. A salvation, secured by
all the attributes of God’s nature, the honors of the divine throne, and the stipulations of the
covenant of grace. Glorious salvation, in which every poor, maimed, weather-beaten, discouraged
soldier of the cross shall share! But the crown we shall wear is called "a crown of righteousness"
— a righteous crown. A crown to which we have a right. A right, founded in God’'s most free,
sovereign, and glorious grace! A right, revealed in Christ’'s most glorious, gracious, and everlasting
gospel. A right, secured by the most simple, magnificent, and precious promises. A crown, which
will eternally prove that God his faithful to his Son, his soldiers, and his word. A crown that will
show that God "is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works." The right crown will be on the
right head. It will fit perfectly. It will sit easy. It will look graceful. It will never be taken off — unless
when each one takes it off himself, to cast it at the feet of his beloved Lord. It is a crown of life —
an unfading crown of glory.

Reader, what a prospect is this! How bright, how glowing, how enchanting! Is it your prospect? Is
there a crown laid up for you? Are you looking forward, and longing for the day when it shall be
placed on your head, and when you shall wear it to the honor of free grace forever? Are you
indeed a soldier of Christ? Can you look back and remember when the thought first came into your
mind to enlist into his army — the exercise of soul you had before you came to the final decision?
The feelings with which you put forth your hand to receive the King's coin? The thrill which passed
through your heart when you realized, "l am enlisted — | am a soldier — | cannot go back!" Do you
remember how you felt when you went to be sworn in, and the solemnity which filled your mind,
when as with the heart-searching eye of God resting upon you, you pledged your word to be the
Lord’s, for life — forever? Do you remember the exercises of your spirit when taken into the
stripping room, and how you felt as your rags were removed from you, until the last, your once
fondly loved self-righteousness was gone? Do you remember the sensations you experienced
when the glorious blood-red regimentals were put upon you? How nicely they fitted, how you held
up your head; how erect you walked, how singularly peaceful and happy you felt? Were they not
happy hours when all was thus new — the sun shone bright, the south wind blew softly, the birds
sung sweetly, our comrades all spoke cheerfully — and it was as much like Heaven as anything on
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earth can be? The pocket was filled with the bounty money, the eye was flashing with delight in the
prospect of glory, the heart was swelling with satisfaction — and we forgot our own family and our
father’'s house. No life then appeared like the life of a soldier! No being then appeared so glorious
as our Captain. No company could then equal our troops. The banners, the weapons, the armor,
the discipline, the officers — all appeared to be as nearly perfect as they could be. We knew
nothing of the battlefield, the confused noise, the groans of the wounded, or the garments rolled in
blood, then.

But, reader, do you know anything of these things now? Remember, no cross — no crown. No
conflict — no conquest. The crown is only for overcomers! We cannot overcome unless we come
into the battle — unless we fight — unless we throw and disable our foe. Are you fairly enlisted?
Are you wearing the King's regimentals? Are you in one of the King's regiments? Do you
understand the true military discipline? Have you ever taken the field? Did you ever return from the
conflict like David, with the head of some Goliath in your hand? Do you prefer a soldier’s life with
all its toils, privations, sufferings, and dangers — to all others?

These are searching questions! | beseech you to lay them to heart. Let them be carefully
considered and honestly answered.

Brother soldier, you who have for some time served the Lord Christ, | greet you in his most holy
name. | give you joy, and rejoice in your honorable connection. Allow the word of exhortation —
your General sends it, | give it in his own words, "Be faithful unto death — and | will give you a
crown of life!" Be faithful to your engagements, your oath, and your Sovereign Lord.

Never crouch to his foes.

Never compromise in his cause.

Never take off any part of your armor.

Never neglect any of your orders.

Walk erect and show a manly bearing.

Use your sword daily — and keep it bright.

Watch your foes closely — for they are crafty, cunning, and determined.
Let nothing daunt or discourage you.

Go straight forward and cut through all and everything that opposes.

Keep your ears open to your Commander’s voice — and your eye fixed on the crown of glory in his
hand. He will stand by you. He will fight for you. He will conquer through you. Soon, very soon, you
will say, if you cannot just now, "l am a conqueror, and more than a conqueror, through him who
loved me!" And when we meet on the plains of the promised land, when we are waiting for the
conclusion of the war, that the whole host may be crowned together — we will talk of our perils and
dangers, of our conflicts and conquests, of the past and the present; and above all of the love,
care, kindness, faithfulness, forbearance, and grace of our glorious King, and bless his holy name
forever and ever! Then, O with what rapture we will sing, "Unto Him who loved us, and washed us
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from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests unto God and His Father — to
Him be glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen."
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Chapter 30
28 Three Bad Companions!

Three Bad Companions!

We are all of us, at times, thrown into company which we do not like; and when so, the best thing
we can do is to get out of it as quickly as possible! But sometimes we find that this is more easily
said, than done. | have seen some aged people pestered with these very bad companions, and
they could not get rid of them if they would! That the young may beware of these rascals, | will
point them out:

POVERTY is the first bad companion. This is often brought on by imprudence, and lack of
frugality. When work was good, and health was strong — no provision was made for a rainy day.
By and bye, trade failed, strength departed, and old age came on — and then appears the pitiable
object, a poor old man! We shall need many little comforts in old age, which we can very well do
without now while in good health; therefore, if God has given us the opportunity, let us lay aside a
little for old age.

It is hard to beg when the head is gray, to be frowned upon by the wealthy, or be obliged to go into
"the workhouse." These things may be avoided by many, if they would live frugally.

Reader, if you are young, make up your mind, that if poverty should be your companion when you
are old, that you will be able to say, "This was not brought on by my intemperance,
self-indulgence, or forgetfulness of the future — but by the wise providence of God!" Then you will
have a source of comfort, which many elderly people have deprived themselves of.

PAIN is the second bad companion. The pains of old age often spring from the follies, sins, and
recklessness of youth. Pain cannot always be prevented — but very much is brought on by
ourselves. Many old people are full of pains, which are the effects of their carelessness, rashness,
and wickedness in youth. A poor old man full of pain is to be pitied; and yet if we knew the origin of
many of his pains — we would be obliged to say that he himself is to be blamed. Friends, if you
would not have pain for a companion when you are old — live simply, take regular exercise in the
open air, and stay away from rich foods.

PROCRASTINATION is the third bad companion. This has been called "the thief of time!" As,
therefore, it would steal one of your most precious jewels — beware of it! A poor old man without
salvation — what a pitiful object! A poor old man without Christ — what a sad sinner! He has been
warned of delay. He has been invited to Christ. He has been urged to decide for God. He has been
exhorted to enter in at the strait gate. But he has put these things away from him. He has spent his
time and talents entirely about temporal things; and now he needs the gospel to comfort him — but
he has no saving religion; now he needs a Savior to take him to Heaven — but he is without one.
His heart is hardened through the deceitfulness of sin; and though we know that while there is life
there is hope, it seems as if his day was past, as if God had given him up and said, "Let him
alone!"
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Poor old man, he is full of pain, destitute of many earthly comforts which he might have secured,
and what is worse, infinitely worse — he is without any holy peace at present, or true hope for the
future!

Dear reader, endeavor now to secure deliverance from these evils. You may live to be old,
therefore close in with Christ at once. Procrastination, you can avoid; much pain, perhaps you may
prevent; and shivering poverty, you may keep outside the door. Do so, if possible — at least, try!
And if you fail, you will have comfortable reflections; and if Christ is yours, the hope of glory will
cheer you to the end!
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Chapter 31

29 Wesley's Motto!

Wesley’'s Motto!

"ALL at it — and ALWAYS at it!" This was what John Wesley endeavored to impress upon all his
followers — and this is what we would like to see impressed upon the mind of every Christian. We
have much to do — and we have little time to do it in. We had need therefore, to be up and at it!

If ignorance is to be chased away,

if gospel knowledge is to be circulated,

if souls are to be saved,

if children are to be taught,

if churches are to grow,

if villages, towns, and cities are to be evangelized
— then we had need be ALL at it — and ALWAYS atit! This is just. . .
what the times call for,

what the Gospel inculcates,

what Satan dreads,

what the carnal world dislikes —

therefore let us be "all at it — and always at it."

Let everyone undertake that part of the work for which he is most adapted — and persevere in that
which he commences.

How many there are who profess Christ — who are doing nothing!

How many may easily do twice as much as they currently do. Is it surprising . . .
that the church is in such a poor spiritual state,

that Popery spreads,

that ignorance prevails,

that congregations are thin,

that little is accomplished,

that ministers are dispirited, and

that mature Christians are going home to sigh?
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No! It is not at all surprising! The wonder is, that things are not worse!
Self-denial is rarely practiced,

the flesh is indulged,

the world is loved,

the earthly is preferred to the spiritual — and the present to the future.

Let us all go at it, and let us be always at it — until we hear the Master’s voice calling unto us and
saying, "Well done, good and faithful servants, enter into the joy of your Lord!" But if we . . .

neglect duty,

despise warning,

love ease,

court pleasure,

hunt for honor,

use our Lord’s money selfishly,
and settle down upon our lees —

we shall by and bye see the day, when we will wish we had been ALL at it — and ALWAYS at it!
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Chapter 32
30 Love to Ordinances!

Love to Ordinances!

"Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere! | would rather be a doorkeeper in the
house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked!" Psalms 84:10

None know the real value of the ordinances of the gospel — but those who are deprived of them.
But they are always highly esteemed by every truly spiritual person, and in proportion as the mind
is spiritual — will ordinances be prized. They will not be put in the place of Christ, or made a
substitute for personal communion with God; but they will be valued as means of grace, as the
meeting places between God and the soul. The healthy man is naturally hungry at meal time, and
seeks the food provided and placed on the table for him. Just so, the healthy Christian, hungers for
the bread of life, and goes to the ordinances with appetite to feed on the Lord Jesus Christ. The
child who loves his parent, and enjoys his company — will be sure to remember the time fixed for
meeting with that parent. Just so, the child of God when influenced by love to God — will be sure
to go where God has appointed to meet him, and hold communion with him. When we see
Christians absenting themselves from the meetings of the Lord’s people, or habitually coming late
to those meetings — we may be sure that the soul is not in a healthy state!

"Lord," said David, "l have loved the habitation of your house, and the place where your honor
dwells." And how did he manifest his love? By regular and early attendance when he could, and by
ardently longing to do so when he could not. "Better is one day in your courts than a thousand
elsewhere! | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the
wicked!" And again, "One thing have | desired of the Lord, that will | seek after; that | may dwell in
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his
temple."” Once more, "Blessed is the man whom you chose, and cause to approach unto you —
that he may dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of your house, even of
your holy temple."

Now reader, do these portions express the feelings of your soul? Do you go up to the Lord’s house
as to the place which of all others you love most? Does your regular and early attendance, both on
Lord’s days, and on the week day evening services say, "l love the Lord’s ordinances, and prize
them above gold?" Or, does the irregularity of your attendance, and your late appearance among
the saints say, "These ordinances are not of much account; we would be almost as well without
them as with them?"

Remember, they were instituted by an infinitely wise, and infinitely gracious God. He saw that they
were necessary for us, and in his love he ordained them to benefit and bless us. To neglect them
— is to insult him. To despise them — is to grieve him. To allow any trifle to keep us from meeting
him in his house — is to grieve his love and wound his tender heart.

He says, "Let us meet together in my house." The time is fixed, the hour arrives, and he is present;
but we either neglect altogether, or come long after the hour appointed. If this is not insulting him

Sermonindex.net | Page 119



— is it not very much like it? If we had made an appointment with anyone, and were thus kept
waiting, and we knew that it was only some trifling matter that was allowed caused him to be late
— how should we feel? Would we act so towards an earthly friend? Would we thus treat our
earthly king? Indeed we would not! Can we then justify our conduct toward the King of kings, and
Lord of lords? | would think not. And yet how many, how very many professors act thus! Many
church members never enter the house of prayer except on the Lord’s day, and sometimes only
once then! They never meet with the saints for prayer, or to attend to the meetings of the church.
They never come out to hear a sermon on the weekday evening. Is it any wonder if their souls are
lean from day to day? Is it any wonder, if they become vain, carnal, and worldly? Are we surprised
that they have no relish for savory, experimental conversation? Indeed we are not surprised — but
we would be surprised if they had! Such cannot say, "Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
they will be still praising you."

Reader, how is it with you? The present state of things in God’s church, calls upon every one to
examine himself, and to ask — is it anything in me, or in my conduct, which has grieved the Holy
Spirit, and caused him to withhold his influences and his blessing? How is it then with you? Do you
prize the ordinances as you ought? Do you walk in them, as Zacharias and Elisabeth of old did,
"blameless?" Are you regularly in your place in the "house of prayer?" Are you always in your
place before the service commences? Or, if you are not, do you feel grieved, and examine
whether the circumstances which made you late, were such as would justify you in being so?

How can you expect God to meet you, to make the ordinances a blessing to you — if you do not
honor him by valuing his institutions, and keeping your appointments with him? Is it any matter of
surprise, that many professors find the ordinances barren, and the means of grace powerless and
dry? Rather would it not be surprising if they did not! Can they expect the Lord to bless them in any
great measure? Has he not said, "Those who honor me — | will honor; but those who despise me
— shall be lightly esteemed!" Would this be true, if, while they dishonored him by their neglect or
slighting of his ordinances — he would bless them to any great extent?

| fear that unbelief is very strong in the hearts of many who little suspect it. They do not believe
that God will do as he has said, or they never would act as they do. It is well for us, that he is "slow
to anger," "plenteous in mercy," "longsuffering,” and "abundant in goodness and truth." O that he
would teach us the value of his ordinances, without depriving us of them; or rendering us
incapable of attending to them! The time is coming when we shall look upon these things
differently to what we do at present, may it be mercy and not judgement, which shall produce the
change. The Lord is now warning us — that he may not strike us! His words to many of us are,
"Repent; or else | will come unto you quickly, and will fight against you with the sword of my
mouth!" "As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore, and repent.” "Remember
therefore from whence you have fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto
you quickly, and will remove your candlestick out of his place — unless you repent.”
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Chapter 33

31 Confidence in God

Confidence in God

"Those who know your name will put their trust in you; for you, Lord, have not forsaken those who
seek you!" Psalms 9:10 The book of Psalms is prized by every real believer, because it contains
such a clear, full, and refreshing account of the Christian’s experience. Here the footsteps of the
flock may be plainly traced out. Here the spiritual pilgrim may find a companion to the celestial city,
let him be in whatever part of the road he may. Here the tried saint will find one who can
sympathize with him in all his trials; and discover that no temptation has overtaken him, but such
as is common to man.

We naturally turn to this book in dark days, and expect to find refreshment and solace in it in trying
times. It is like that river, the streams whereof make glad the city of God. It is like Israel's
pillar-cloud, which gives light by night, and affords a refreshing shade by day. It is like the manna
that fell for forty years in the desert — it suits every believer — let his age, experience, taste, or
acquirements be what they may. Blessed book, it has been a source of comfort to the Lord’s
people in every age! Most blessed Spirit, who inspired, preserved, and presented this precious
volume to us, to your name be eternal praise!

Let us look at the groundof a believer's confidence in God — the divine name. "Those who know
your name will put their trust in you!" God’s nhame includes his nature and perfections — but has
especial reference to the character or reputation which he has acquired among men.

He has a name for POWER. Power to which all things are possible, all things are easy. Power
over all minds, power over all matter. Power engaged for his people’s safety, power employed to
do them good. Power that works within them, and power that rules all around them.

He has a name for WISDOM. Wisdom which baffles the crafty designs of their foes — and
overrules all things for the real advantage of his redeemed people. Wisdom which is infinite in its
nature, and constantly employed for their welfare. Wisdom which can extricate them from every
difficulty, and make even the counsels of their foes subserve their best interests.

He has a name for GRACE. Grace which acts freely, sovereignly, and always effectually. Grace
which . ..

drew the plan of their salvation,

arranged all the agencies necessary,

and infallibly secures the end it has in view.
Grace which . . .

sympathizes with the unworthy,
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works for the ill-deserving, and
saves the basest of mankind!

Grace which can always find a motive in itself, and which never turns a deaf ear to the poor and
miserable of mankind.

He has a name for SYMPATHY. His soul was grieved for the afflictions of backsliding Israel. In all
their afflictions — he was afflicted. In his love and in his pity he redeemed them, and he bore them,
and carried them all the days of old. Here is sympathy exquisitely tender — the sympathy of God!
The sympathy which he continually exercises towards his beloved people, through Jesus his
beloved Son. Sweet thought this — God takes my misery to heart! My sufferings affect his tender,
loving nature. Israel’'s groans in Egypt — brought him down into the bush at Horeb. Just so, the
groans of many an afflicted saint — have brought him down into the chamber of affliction and
SOIrow.

He has a name for FAITHFULNESS. He is the faithful God. He keeps covenant and mercy unto a
thousand generations. He never failed one of his people in distress — or violated one promise of
his word. Therefore, the Apostle could so confidently say, "Faithful is he who has promised, who
also will do it." Does he afflict us? It is in faithfulness. Does he deliver us? It is in the performance
of his faithful word.

He is IMMUTABLE — and immutability is the characteristic of all his perfections, and is stamped
on every letter of his name. He is in one mind and who can turn him? What right-minded person
would wish to do so?

God’s name then includes his power, wisdom, grace, sympathy, faithfulness, and immutability; and
these combined, form the ground of our confidence in him. But his name must be known — before
he can be trusted. | can trust an unseen person — but | cannot trust an unknown one. The
knowledge of God, is essential to confidence in God. How is he then made known? No one can
reveal him to us so as to affect our hearts, control our wills, and bring our souls to exercise
confidence in him — but the Holy Spirit. He is the great Manifester of God to the soul of man. We
must be experimentally taught by the Spirit — before we can really know God. But the knowledge
of the divine name is acquired partly by observation. "The heavens declare the glory of God; the
skies proclaim the work of his hands." Providence is constantly bringing out some feature of the
divine character, or copying some letter of the divine name. And he who watches God’s hand,
carefully observes God’s works, and notes the method which God adopts in dealing with man —
will get some knowledge of God’s name. But his name is only fully revealed in his own Word.
There it is fully, clearly, and impressively proclaimed. There it is illustrated and exhibited in the
most winning and affecting manner. In the history of the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Church of God
— we read God’s name. In the types, figures, and shadows of the ceremonial law — we see God’s
name as in pictures framed and glazed. But in the Gospel — it stands out in bold relief. Every letter
has its place, is distinctly marked, and may be read by the simplest child in God’s family. Here
mercy and truth meet together; here righteousness and peace have embraced each other. Here
Godis. ..

correctly revealed,
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plainly manifested,
and fully set forth —

in the person, work, sacrifice, righteousness, grace, and triumphs of hits beloved Son. Here his
whole name appears complete. But the most impressive knowledge of God’s name is derived from
experience, by which the believer puts God'’s truth to the test, and proves its worth, value, dignity,
and suitability. In troubles and trials — his power supports, sustains, and delivers. In difficulties
and dangers — his wisdom makes away for our escape, and brings us safely through.

Under guilt, darkness, and doubts — his grace pardons, enlightens, and cheers us. In sufferings
and sorrows — he sympathizes with us, comforts, and sanctifies our pains. When friends forsake,
the world frowns, and every fond relative is removed — his faithfulness to his word, relationship,
and love, enables us to persevere in our way with courage, if not with comfort. And while
everything within and without, in the world and in the Church — is found to change and fail us —
his immutability like a rock beneath our feet, a rainbow over our heads, or a strong tower into
which we may run and find safety.

Thus we prove to our own satisfaction — that our God is powerful, wise, gracious, sympathetic,
faithful, and immutably the same. Thus we come to a soul-saving knowledge of the divine name,
and consequently put our trust in him.

Let us now consider the confidence which the believer exercises in his God. He trusts in him. This
he is warranted to do, as it is written, "Trust in him at all times; pour out your hearts before him —
God is a refuge for us." This he may always do, as said the Prophet, "Trust in the Lord forever, for
in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength."

He will have to pass through dark days, when there will be no bright prospects to cheer him, no
sweet retrospects to animate him; but all will be dark within and without, before and behind, above
and around him! This is the time to trust. This is the time he must trust — or fail. This is the time
when he should calmly, quietly, and confidently trust. Hence the Lord has said, "Who is among
you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of his servant, that walks in darkness and has no
light? Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God."

Christian, are you in the dark? Is all dark in providence without? Is all dark in grace within? Do not
yield to Satan, listen to unbelief, or give way to fear — but trust in the Lord. He loves you still. He is
working for you now. He will appear for you soon. He will turn the shadow of death into morning.
He will bring you forth to the light. Hold fast your confidence in his faithful word. Rest on his
unchangeable promise. Wait for his return to bless you with the light of his countenance and
cheering smile. Darkness may endure for the night — but joy will come in the morning. "Unto the
upright there arises light in the darkness."

He will experience trying times — for every grace must be tried. The seasons will change. It will
not be always bright summer, or fruitful autumn. There will be the cold, bleak, cheerless winter.
Every grace almost will appear to wither. Every prospect will change; friends will disappear. Fear
will arise and work in the heart. The hand of the Lord will appear to go out against him. Everything
he touches will chill or freeze him. Every place will be cold and cheerless, even the closet and the
house of prayer.
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Trials will come in troops from every quarter.

Temptations will press him sore.

Afflictions will crowd his path.

Troubles will scowl upon him, and surround him like a multitude.

What can he do then? Do? Trust in the name of the Lord. He has delivered, he can deliver, he will
deliver. Now is the time to attend to the admonition, "Commit your way unto the Lord, trust also in
him — and he shall bring it to pass." He will bring to pass his own merciful purpose, his own
precious promise, his own glorious design. Trust then, and do not be afraid, for in the Lord
Jehovah is everlasting strength! Call upon him in this day of severe trouble — he will deliver you,
and you shall glorify him. Wait on the Lord, be of courage, and he shall strengthen your heart!
Wait, | say, on the Lord.

We must all die. The day of death is fast approaching. We must soon depart. All the circumstances
connected with death will be new to us. The feeling of death at work on the physical frame. The
soul's realizations of the invisible world. The last farewell to friends, relatives, and beloved
companions. The dying struggle, the soul’s-flight. The ascent to the invisible world. All this will be
new. Much of it is calculated to awaken fears. The whole of it will unite to put our principles to the
test.

What shall we do when death takes his place by our pillow and refuses to leave it — when we feel
that we must depart, and must go alone? When heart and flesh is failing us, our eyes closing upon
all earthly objects, and our ears to all terrestrial sounds? Do? Then we should exercise confidence
in God. His power is sufficient to sustain us. His wisdom will guide and direct us. His grace will
triumph in our perfect and endless salvation. His sympathy will be our solace and cheer us.

He will be found faithful, as he has ever been in every previous trouble, conflict, and trial.

He will prove himself to be the same loving Father; the same kind, forgiving God; the same
merciful and gracious Savior — as he had done in every instance before.

O for strong faith in the last struggle! O for living confidence in God in the dying hour! O for that
knowledge of the Lord’s name now — which will enable me to put my trust in him then!

They who experimentally know the Lord’s name will look to him for help whenever they need it.
They will not look to creatures, or like Israel of old, go down to Egypt for help. They will not trust in
their own resources, or supposed abilities — but they will look unto the Lord. The eye will be
directed to his throne. The heart will rest on his word. The voice will ascend to his ear.

They know that he can help them, for he is omnipotent. They know that he is pledged to help them,
for his promise runs, "Do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you; | will uphold you with my righteous right hand." They trust that he will
help them, for they know that he abides faithful, he cannot deny himself. No, he cannot, it is utterly,
eternally impossible! "He cannot deny himself." Precious assurance this!

Heaven and earth may pass away — but his word shall not pass away.
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Man may lie — it is impossible for God to do so.
Creatures may change — the Creator never changes.
Well then, may we confidently look to him for . . .

help in every trouble,

help against every foe,

help out of every difficulty,

help every step of the way to Heaven, and

help until we stand perfect before his throne forever! In difficulty, danger, and death, his name
shall be gloriously illustrated. With our beloved Lord, when hanging on the cross, we may look up
and say, "In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted — and you delivered them. They cried to
you — and were saved; in you they trusted — and were not disappointed.” The Lord may delay to
appear for a time — but if we really trust in him, if we steadily look to him, if we expect deliverance
from him — he will appear to our joy and all our foes shall be ashamed. Let us therefore seek a
more thorough, spiritual, experimental knowledge of the Lord’'s name;so that we may steadily,
quietly, and constantly, put our trust in him. But let us just glance at the supportof the Christian’s
confidence, "For you, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you." Every believer is included
among those who seek God. Grace sets us seeking at first, and keeps us seeking until the end.
For though we find the Lord, and enjoy his pardoning love, refreshing smiles, and soul-satisfying
favor; we have frequent occasion to seek to him, and to seek for him again. All who are under
divine teaching seek to the Lord, as he has encouraged them to, "Come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."

They seek to him as "the God of all comfort,” that he would comfort them in all their tribulations,
and make them happy in his own love. They frequently feel that none can comfort them but God,
and they have, at times, no one to apply to for comfort, but God.

They seek to him also for supply — for they need much, and need often. He has all that they need,
he has invited them to come to him for all that they need, and has promised to supply all their need
according to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ. They therefore seek to the Lord, rather than to
creatures; or if they go to the creature, it is only in subordination to him. The seeking soul is
precious in the Lord’s sight. The seeking soul is ever welcome at his throne. The seeking soul is
sure to awaken his sympathy. The seeking soul is sure to obtain his blessing. The grace to seek
— he gives; the blessing sought — he has provided and promised; the sense of nheed — he
imparts; the feeling that urges them to go to his throne — he produces; and every seeking soul is
ultimately supplied by his bounty. A seeking soul was never forsaken of God. Such a fact cannot
be found in all of history. Such a circumstance never occurred in all of time. He has tried them, and
tried them very severely — but he never forsook one of them. He may try them . . .

by delays, as he did Abraham;
by the oppression of men, as he did the Israelites in Egypt;

by a fiery furnace, as he did the three Jews in Babylon;
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but forsake them — he never will, he never can.

He tried Joseph, and tried him long, and the iron entered into his soul — but even in prison it is
said, "The Lord was with Joseph." "The word of the Lord tried him," but at length, "Then Pharaoh
sent for him and set him free. Joseph was put in charge of all the king’s household; he became
ruler over all the king’'s possessions."

He tried Daniel, and tried him very sorely, so that his enemies appeared to prevail against him; a
cruel sentence was passed upon him, and that sentence was executed — but we read, "When
Daniel was lifted from the lion’s den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his
God." There never was such a thing as a forsaken saint; or, which is the same thing, the Lord
never did forsake those who seek him. Satan may whisper, "He will." But our Lord who never
libeled anyone said, "He is a liar, and the father of lies." He never loves us more — than when he
appears to forsake us. He never cares for us more — than when he seems to stand afar off. If he
allows men to ride over our heads — he will secretly give us inward strength; if he brings us
through the fire — he will render us inflammable; if he brings us through the water — he will impart
a principle of buoyancy so that we shall not sink; and to prove to demonstration that he has not
forsaken us — he will bring "us out into a wealthy place." Now, if the Lord has never forsaken
those who seek him, and if he is the same yesterday, today, and forever — then what
encouragement have all that know his name to put their trust in him. But to conclude, everyone
who really knows the Lord’'s name — trusts in him. Do you? Have you any confidence in God?
Canyou trust. ..

his power in your weakness,

his wisdom in your perplexity,

his grace under a deep sense of your unworthiness,

his sympathy when in pain and suffering,

his faithfulness when all around appear faithless, and

his immutability amidst all that changes you pass through?
If so, happy are you; if not, seek grace that you may do so.

Everyone who trusts in the Lord — seeks him. Do you? Do you seek him daily, heartily,
perseveringly? Do you seek to know him better, to love him more, to enjoy his grace, to do his will,
and that you may honor his holy and ever blessed name?

Everyone that seeks the Lord — finds him. Have you found him? Is he . . .
your Father, whom you consult?

your Savior, in whom you confide?

your companion, with whom you walk?

your portion, on whom you live?

your center, to which you constantly tend?
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Everyone that finds the Lord — proves him to be faithful. Have you? Has he in your experience,
proved himself to be faithful to his word? Have you taken it to his throne, trusted it in your trials,
and has he made it good? If so, you have every encouragement to go on exercising confidence in
him. His word is true. His grace is infinite. His mercy is everlasting. His truth endures throughout all
generations.

He is a refuge to all those who trust in him. May the Lord give us such a knowledge of his name,
as will inspire us with undying confidence in his love — so that we may . . .

live happily,

work cheerfully,
walk steadily,
watch hopefully,
wait patiently,
suffer joyfully,
fight manfully, and

die triumphantly! Amen.
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Chapter 34

32 POVERTY

POVERTY

"Has not God chosen those who are poor of the world — to be rich in faith and to inherit the
kingdom he promised those who love him?" James 2:5

Most people dread poverty — and yet it is not the worst thing that can happen to us. "A poor man
is better than a liar." Honest poverty is far better than wealth gotten by deceit, fraud, or oppression.
Riches are often a greater temptation, than destitution. Wealth often draws from God — while
poverty drives us to him. "People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many
foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs. But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness!" 1 Timothy 6:9-11. Thus wrote the Apostle to
professors in his day, and his admonition is as necessary now as ever.

Few can be trusted with wealth, without it injuring them. It exercises such a powerful influence, it
puts such energy into our lusts and passions, and it exposes us to such violent temptations; that
unless special grace is given us — we are sure to be led astray. Many who have wealth, must be
stripped of it, if they are to be made holy, useful, or happy; and many who long for it, must be kept
without it, if they are to be preserved from Satan and sin. Agur’'s prayer was as wise as it was
devout, "Two things | ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before | die: Keep falsehood and lies
far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches — but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, |
may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the Lord?’ Or | may become poor and steal,
and so dishonor the name of my God." Proverbs 30:7-9 The Lord’s people have generally been
poor. They were chosen to be poor — not because they were poor. They were chosen to be the
Lord’s special people, a people peculiarly his own. They were chosen in Christ, "who is the head of
his body the church." They were chosen of sovereign grace, without anything in them to induce the
Lord to choose them. They were chosen before the foundation of the world. Election is one of the
first acts of God, of which we have any account given us in his most holy word. This act of God lies
at the root of our salvation. It is the spring from which proceeds all our graces, and all our
usefulness. Election was the sovereign act of a sovereign God. It was the exercise of his
unquestionable right — for his people’s good and his own glory. It was sovereignty taking the side
of mercy, and thus securing the salvation of millions of immortal souls who must otherwise have
perished. The Lord chose whom he would, and chose them because he would. He chose them to
be holy. He chose them to be saved through sanctification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. His
choice is necessarily very different to man’s. "For his ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our
thoughts; but as the heavens are higher than the earth — so are his ways higher than our ways,
and his thoughts than our thoughts.” Men would have chosen the rich, the great, the noble, the
learned, the amiable, and the wise — but God has chosen the poor! This, men would account
foolish — but hear the Apostle Paul, "For the foolishness of God is wiser than man’s wisdom, and
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the weakness of God is stronger than man'’s strength. Brothers, think of what you were when you
were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose
the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the
despised things — and the things that are not — to nullify the things that are, so that no one may
boast before him!" 1 Corinthians 1:25-29

How astonishing is this — and yet how wise. How humbling to human pride — and yet how
calculated to secure all the glory to God.

"God has chosen the poor of this world," not all the poor — but the generality of his people have
been, and are still poor. Not that there is anything spiritual in poverty, or peculiarly pleasing to God
in it — but grace thrives best in this soil. God appointed his people to be poor, because he saw it
would be best for them, and greatly glorify him. The objects of God’s choice — men generally
despise. They court the rich — but they neglect the poor. They seek for the great — but they
disregard the weak. They make much of the noble — but they think little of the foolish things which
God has chosen.

There is too much of this carnal partiality among even professors of religion. The man with the
gold ring and rich apparel, is still made too much of; and the poor man in vile clothing, too little. But
God sees not as man sees, for man looks on the outward appearance — but the Lord looks on the
heart.

Reader, are you poor? Is your situation in life bleak? Do the great and noble of this world despise
you? Do not care about it. See to it that your heart is right with God. Make your calling and election
sure. Prove your election of God, by your holiness and consecration to God. Let not your heart be
troubled about temporal things — but seek to have God dwelling in you, and to dwell yourself in
God. Seek . . .

to walk with God,

to be conformed to the will of God,

to be employed in the service of God, and
to be used to the glory of God.

The Most High God is the poor man’s God. The Bible is the poor man’s book. The promises are
the poor man’s portion. The bosom of Jesus is the poor man’s resting place.

Heaven is the poor man’s home.

Poverty cannot prevent happiness, because it cannot separate from God, keep us from the mercy
seat, or deprive us of our title to everlasting life.

God has a special regard for the godly poor, hence he says, "Thus says the Lord, Heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my
resting place be? This is the one | esteem: he who is poor and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my
word." In times of calamity, affliction, and sorrow — there are special comforts in store for the
godly poor, as it is written, "The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among
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men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.”
Let us not then fear poverty.

Let us not unduly value wealth. But let us seek first, to possess and promote the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness, and expect all temporal things that are necessary to be added unto us. We
have the word of our beloved Lord, as a solemn pledge that it shall; and he will not break his word,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of his mouth. To be under the blessing of God is to be really
rich, for "the blessing of the Lord, it makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it." To be righteous
before God is to be truly safe, for "riches do not profit not the day of wrath — but righteousness
delivers from death.” To be poor in spirit, is to possess an unquestionable title to everlasting life;
hence the Lord Jesus said, "Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of Heaven."

Heaven with all its glories, eternity with all its blessings, and God with all his wealth — is the
portion of the poor, but godly man! "God has chosen the poor of this world, to be rich in faith, and
heirs of the kingdom which he has promised to those who love him." Rejoice then and be
exceeding glad, for "it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom!" But if your trials
press so sore that you cannot just now rejoice, "Be patient, for the coming of the Lord draws near;"
and when he comes "the meek shall inherit the earth, and delight themselves in the abundance of
peace." Poverty is only for time; plenty will be your portion to all eternity!
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Chapter 35

33 The Outpouring of the Spirit

The Outpouring of the Spirit (N.B. The first two pages are missing from the original)

"Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven. Then the wilderness will become a fertile field,
and the fertile field will yield bountiful crops!" Isaiah 32:15

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, there will not be much Christian love. One of the
great wants of the Church is this love. This would affect all around her, attract many to her, and
bring down a powerful blessing upon her. This tender love will not be much realized "until the Spirit
is poured upon us from Heaven."

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, there will not be much burning zeal. Zeal,
enlightened by truth. Zeal, consecrated to God. Zeal, to spread God’s word, to silence God'’s foes,
to extend God’s cause, and to bring great glory to God’s name. Zeal, which sympathizes with
human woe, aims at the soul's welfare, and endeavors to bring great honor to the Savior's work.
Zeal, which not only prays, but gives; not only gives, but works; not only works, but suffers for
God’s cause. Zeal which considers nothing too arduous to undertake, nothing too costly to
sacrifice, nothing too low to stoop to — if souls may but be saved, the Church benefitted, and the
Savior honored. Zeal, which is the visible life of the Church, and proves that she is like Christ, who
said, "The zeal of your house has consumed me;" that she is one with Christ, who "put on zeal as
a cloak."

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, there will not be much prevailing prayer. Prayer
that comes up from the bottom of men’s hearts — and sinks into God’s heart. Prayer that is nerved
by faith, fired with love, and will take no denial. Prayer, that seeks to bring down the power and
presence of God into the Church, that it may appear to be his living temple, his home and dwelling
place. Prayer . . .

that rests on the finished work of Christ,

that pleads his precious name,

that asks for all God has promised,

that asks, seeks, knocks — until the full answer comes down.

Prayer, that engages the whole soul, rouses all who hear it, and will give the Lord no rest until he
makes his Church a blessing. Prayer, that has power with God, and, gives the person praying,
power with man. This is the prayer the Church needs. This is the prayer to which promises are
made. This is the prayer that precedes a powerful revival of religion. O that the Lord would pour
out this spirit of prayer upon every one of us immediately!

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, there will be no mighty effort. Occasional, feeble,
or spasmodic efforts — there may be. But united, energetic, well-directed, well-sustained,
persevering, and successful efforts — there will not be. Human power is not enough, we need
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divine power! The agency of man is not sufficient — we need the putting forth of the energy of God
in man, and through man. If the Holy Spirit were but poured out upon us from Heaven, we would
soon excite attention, admiration, and surprise; we would soon hear the wondering exclamation,
"Who is this, that looks forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, majestic as an
army with banners!" Amalek would soon be routed, and the inhabitants of Canaan would melt
away; and the Church would come up from "the wilderness like pillars of smoke, fragrant with
myrrh and frankincense and every kind of spice."

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, there will be no great success. Conversions now
and then will take place. Saints will occasionally rejoice. But there will be no great work. There can
be no Pentecostal blessing without the down coming of the Holy Spirit. The whole of the twelve
apostles may be present, with Mary and the other women — but unless their prayers bring down
the Spirit of God, little or nothing will be done. So, no matter what means, what agents, what
resources we may have — all will be inefficient, and there will be no great success — unless "the
Spirit is poured upon us from Heaven."

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, we shall not have faith to ask great things of God.
The promises will be too ponderous for our grasp. We shall not give hearty credit to the willingness
of God to bestow, we shall not have confidence in his word that he will bestow, we shall not rely on
his faithfulness feeling sure that he will bestow. We ask now — but we do not ask in faith. We ask
now — but we do not open our mouths wide that he may fill them. We ask now — but we do not
ask with fervor, zeal and importunity.

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, we shall not have hope to expect great things
from God. Our hope is as our faith is, for hope is the daughter of faith. Alas! how little we expect
from God now. If he was to give us what we sometimes ask of him in our prayers — we would be
filled with wonder and surprise. We would feel that we were not prepared to receive it. It would
encumber and bewilder us!

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, we shall not have courage to attempt great
things. How much thought, calculation, and deliberation, is now generally considered necessary —
before anything of consequence is attempted for God. Men can speculate, venture, and risk their
property on worldly schemes — and professors of religion too; but ask them to join you in any
noble enterprise, in any grand scheme to advance God’s cause and kingdom — and where is their
courage? Where? We do not attempt much — because we do not expect much; and we do not
expect much — because we do not believe much.

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, we shall not have confidence to persevere in any
great undertaking — unless we are animated by present success. Strong faith will give God long
credit — but feeble faith needs present pay. Confident perseverance in a path believed to be right
— honors God, honors the gospel, and is an honor to ourselves too. But such confident
perseverance there will not be, "until the Spirit is poured upon us from Heaven." Until then fields
may appear white unto the harvest — but they will not be reaped. Until then, the valley may be full
of dry bones, or the plain be covered with the slain — but there will be no glorious resurrection.

Until the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven, the wilderness will be barren and gloomy — but it
will not be recovered and restored by cultivation. Until then, the garden of the Lord will be overrun
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with weeds and wild plants, instead of being planted with choice flowers and fruitful trees. But if
once the Spirit is poured upon us from en high, then, "Where once there were thorns — cypress
trees will grow. Where nettles grew — myrtles will sprout up. These events will bring great honor to
the Lord’s name; they will be an everlasting sign of his power and love!" "Then your light will break
forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before
you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and the Lord will answer;
you will cry for help, and he will say: Here | am!" But the passage suggests thecoursewe should
adopt. Let us realize our need. Let us deeply realize it. Let us dwell upon the subject until our
hearts are affected by it, until we feel that something ought, that something must be done, in order
to obtain this blessing. It may be had — for God has promised it. He has said, "I will pour water on
the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; | will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my
blessing on your descendants. They will spring up like grass in a meadow, like poplar trees by
flowing streams!" And the Lord Jesus, to encourage us to seek for this very blessing, delivered the
parable of the friend and the three loaves, which he applies thus, "So | say to you: Ask and it will
be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of
you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will
give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in Heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"Luke
11:9-13 Can anything be more plain? Can anything be more positive? Can anything be more
encouraging? Do you wonder when you hear Paul say, "Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit!" Are you surprised to find James saying, "You have
not because you ask not, or because you ask amiss to consume it on your lusts!"

Let us then unite to seek this blessing. We read that in the days of old, Israel was gathered
together "to ask help of the Lord." This is just what we should do. We should seriously think over
the subject in private, until our hearts were suitably affected with it; then we should come together
and unitedly join to seek this blessing at our heavenly Father's hand. How encouraging are the
words of Jesus here, "l tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will
be done for you by my Father in Heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there
am | with them!" Let us urge the promise at our Father’s throne, making that our warrant to expect,
and our plea that we may receive. The Spirit is "the promise of the Father" — and should be
sought from the Father. It should be expected to the honor of the Son, and as a proof of the divine
faithfulness. Let us then expect to obtain, and continue seeking under the influence of this
expectation: Not listening to Satan. Not yielding to unbelief. Not giving way to fears. Not harboring
any doubts. But taking God’s own word, in its plain, simple, and obvious meaning — and expect
him to make it good. He cannot deny himself. He cannot falsify his word. He has no wish to rescind
his promises. But he desires to see us hearty, earnest, and importunate at his throne of grace.

Let us also feel our responsibility. For if things are as we have stated them, or rather as God has
stated them in his own word — then there must be a degree of responsibility resting upon us. If the
great need of the world, if the great need of the Church, if the great need of individual believers —
is the Holy Spirit; and if that Spirit is promised to the hearty, humble, united, and persevering
prayers of God’s people; and if we do not thus pray for it — are we clear of all responsibility? Are
we faultless upon this subject? Are we at liberty to choose our own course, and to walk according
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to our own wills? Are we not rather under solemn obligation to seek the blessing, and if we do not
— either from worldliness, carelessness, forgetfulness, or selfishness — are we guiltless? Is there
no blame to be attached to us? Can we boldly lift up our head as those who have nothing to lay to
their charge — or who are not at all accountable for the state of things in the world or the Church?
Have we done what we can — all that we can? If we have not, are we not faulty? If we are faulty,
should we not be sorry? If we are sorry, ought we not to confess it, and humble ourselves before
God? If we thus confess our sins, and humble ourselves before God — shall we not forsake them?
And if we forsake them, shall we not adopt a new, a different, a Scriptural course, and unite with all
who will unite with us, in pleading with God "until the Spirit is poured upon us from Heaven?" But
the passage itself holds out encouragementto seek the blessing. The wilderness would become a
fruitful field. The soil would become good. Cultivation would go on. The land would be reclaimed.
The entire aspect of the desert would be changed. It would be fruitful, bringing "forth herbs fit for
him by whom it is dressed, receiving blessing from God." It would become like a well-watered
garden — all beautiful, all valuable, all productive, all lovely! Then would be fulfilled that beautiful
promise, "The Lord will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he will
make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness will be
found in her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing!" The fruitful field would be reckoned for a
forest. The plants so numerous, each plant so strong, all together so steadfast — that the Church
would look like some extensive, wide-spread, majestic forest. And then would be brought to pass
the prediction of the Prophet, "The glory of Lebanon will be yours—the forests of cypress, fir, and
pine— to beautify my sanctuary. My Temple will be glorious!" Also, "I will plant trees in the barren
desert—cedar, acacia, myrtle, olive, cypress, fir, and pine. | am doing this so all who see this
miracle will understand what it means—that it is the Lord who has done this, the Holy One of Israel
who created it!" Thus Zion would be glorious, and Jerusalem a praise in the whole earth.

Then we should see what we ardently desire, and enjoy what we so much long for; there would be
a great shaking among the dry bones! Our dead men would live — by the mighty power of the
Spirit they would arise, stand up, and proclaim the wonders of sovereign grace. There would be a
mighty work, such a work as would constrain onlookers to exclaim, "The hand of the Lord has
done this!" "This is the finger of God!" There would be a glorious harvest, and those who now go
forth weeping bearing precious seed, would doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing their
sheaves with them. Then the glory of the Lord would be revealed. The beauty of the Lord our God
would be upon us, and he would establish the work of our hands. Then many would run to and fro,
and knowledge would be increased. But "until the Spirit is poured upon us from Heaven," there
may be a few sickly plants introduced into the garden of the Lord; there may be a feeble and
inefficient church — but there will be little more. True, we may increase in wealth, our church
buildings may be more numerous and magnificent, professors may multiply, and crowds may
surround our gates; but there will be few conversions to God, there will be little deep spirituality,
there will not be a return to apostolic purity, simplicity, and power! The very life of the Church
consists in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit — which appears now to be very much
withheld from her! And therefore she is feeble, her ministry is comparatively powerless, and her
success is small. Every member of the Church ought to realize this and to mourn over it, and the
whole should arise as one man, to plead with God until he pours us down this blessing.
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If all were honest to their profession, true to their engagements, right-hearted in the cause, or were
willing to become so — we would soon experience a change — a mighty, a glorious, an
astounding change — as it is written, "Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if | will not
throw open the floodgates of Heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room
enough for it!"

How shall it be? Shall we be content to live at this poor dying rate? Shall we be satisfied to go on
as we have been of late? Or, shall we awake from our slumbers, shake ourselves from our
lethargy, congregate together to seek help of the Lord, and let our earnestness, assiduity, and
importunity — prove that we are grieved for the afflictions of the church, and desire most heartily
that "the Spirit is poured out on us from Heaven. Then the wilderness will become a fertile field,
and the fertile field will yield bountiful crops!" Isaiah 32:15
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Chapter 36
34 Twenty Good Reasons for Not Going to a

Twenty Good Reasons for Not Going to a Religious Concert

1. | cannot go to a concert, because | do not believe that the Holy Spirit inspired godly men to write
the Scriptures — in order that they may be set to music, to gratify the carnal taste, and animal
senses of men.

2. | cannot go to a concert, because | do not believe that God, who is jealous of his honor, and
who has magnified his word above all his name, can look upon such a desecration of that word but
with displeasure and disapprobation.

3. | cannot go to a concert, because my property and all that | possess is the Lord’s, and | do not
feel justified in taking the Lord’s money and giving it for such a purpose.

4. | cannot go to a concert, because | am commanded to redeem time for good and godly
purposes; but while | go to a concert | cannot do so.

5. I cannot go to a concert, because | believe that | would please God more — by using the money
that my ticket would cost, in feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, or procuring comforts for the
sick poor.

6. | cannot go to a concert, because | believe that the time would be much better spent in visiting
the sick, in self-examination, in reading God’s word, or in private prayer.

7. 1 cannot go to a concert, because | believe that my example in going there would do harm; for if
| go to a religious concert — then others may conclude that they would be justified in going to a
dance, a ball, or the theater.

8. | cannot go to a concert, because the Lord Jesus has told me that he will come soon and
suddenly, and has commanded me to watch and be ready for his appearing; and | would not like
for him to come and find me at a concert.

9. | cannot go to a concert, because the Church of God generally, is in a very low state; the Spirit
of God appears to be grieved with us; and | fear that the worldly conformity, self-indulgence, and
love to carnal pleasure, which characterizes many professors, is very much the cause of it, and |
do not wish to be accessory thereto.

10. | cannot go to a concert, because millions of my fellow-creatures in heathen lands, and
thousands of my brethren in this land, are perishing for lack of knowledge; and all | can do, and all
| can give, are required to assist in sending the blessed Gospel to them.

11. I cannot go to a concert, because | do not think that when | come to lie on my dying pillow, |
shall be able to look back on the money spent, and the time squandered at a concert, with either
pleasure or satisfaction.
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12. | cannot go to a concert, because | am commanded to do all that | do, in the name of the Lord
Jesus, and with a view to the glory of God; and | do not see how | can go to a concert in Christ’s
name, or promote the glory of God thereby.

13. | cannot go to a concert, because | am required to imitate those who honored God, served
their generation, and are now inheriting the promises; and | cannot think that either Peter, Paul, or
John, would have gone to a concert after the day of Pentecost.

14. | cannot go to a concert, because | am commanded to copy the example of the Lord Jesus,
who went about doing good — and | am persuaded that he never patronized such a profanation of
sacred things as is witnessed at a concert.

15. | cannot go to a concert, because | am directed to live in the Spirit, and to walk in the Spirit;
and if I am constantly under the influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, | am satisfied that | shall
not be found at a concert.

16. | cannot go to a concert, because as it is, | have but very little of that piety which consists in
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit; and going to a concert is not the way to increase
it.

17. 1 cannot go to a concert, because my spirit is naturally carnal, and is very easily wrought upon
by carnal things, and is thereby unfitted for spiritual duties and privileges; and | fear that the
tendency of the excitement of the concert is only to carnalize, and incapacitate for close walking
with God.

18. | cannot go to a concert, because | have publicly professed that real religion is happiness, and
that there is more pleasure in the duties and privileges of religion, than there is in everything
beside; and going to a concert would be likely to leave the impression on the minds of carnal
people, that this is not true, and therefore | must go to the concert for pleasure and satisfaction.

19. | cannot go to a concert, because on the night of the concert, family religion must he
neglected, the hour of dismissal being late, my family would be wearied out; and | do not feel
justified in neglecting such a duty, for the mere gratification of the sense of hearing.

20. | cannot go to the concert, because | am expressly told, that | must give an account of myself
to God, and | do not feel that | could present at the judgment seat of Christ — a satisfactory reason
for going to a concert. In a word, whatever will . . .

conform us to the image of Christ,

increase in us the power of the Holy Spirit,
lead to high and holy communion with God,
make us useful in life,

prepare us for death,

and fit us for glory —
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should be pursued with all our might; and whatever would hinder us in such a course should be
avoided. Which will the concert do?
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Chapter 37

351 Know the Judge!

I Know the Judge!
"Remember, we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ!" Romans 14:10

It is a solemn thing to stand before a human tribunal — but "we must all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ;" for God has appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness, and
Jesus is appointed Judge. He searches all hearts. He knows the exact state of our nature. He has
observed every action of our lives. He has listened to every word we have spoken. He has noticed
every motive that has influenced us. He has marked the end we had in view in every word and in
every action of our life. He will judge righteously; he will minister judgment to the people in
uprightness. Do you dread the thought of appearing before Him? Must not all do so?

Go to the bedside of that dying Christian; he realizes the dread solemnities of eternity, he has
been thinking of that solemn day when small and great shall stand before God; ask him, "Do you
not tremble at the idea of appearing before the judgment seat of Christ?" See, his countenance is
lighted up with a smile; there are no traces of fear in his pale face; he replies emphatically, "No!"
Ask turn the reason, and now listen to his reply. He speaks he says, "I know the Judge!"
Unspeakable blessing this! Unparalleled mercy! Yet this unspeakable blessing, this unparalleled
mercy may be ours. Yes, we may so live, so believe — as to die without fear, go before the
judgment seat without alarm, because we know the Judge. WHO will judge the world? Jesus! And
what is Jesus to the Christian? He is his brother. Yes, my brother will be my Judge. He was my
God by nature, he became my brother by an act of grace. He took my nature to save my soul. He
was born for adversity. He has a brother’s heart. He loves me with a brother’s love. His heart was
set upon me in eternity, therefore he came into the world to save me in time. He obeyed the law for
me; he died a sacrifice in my stead. He carried his own blood into Heaven to plead it on my behalf.
He put his book into my hand, and his Spirit into my heart. He has prepared a place for me in his
Father’s house, and has promised to come again and receive me unto himself — that where he is,
I might be also. And shall | fear to stand before him? Why, he died for me — that he might not
condemn me. He lives in Heaven for me — that he might save me. He will summon me before him
— simply to reward me. Whose judgment seat is it? "The judgment seat of Christ.” And what is
Jesus to the Christian? He is his Husband. Yes, Jesus says, "| am married unto you." He chose us
to be his bride — because he loved us. He ransomed us to be his bride — because his heart was
set upon us. He gave his life for us, and ho has placed all his merit to our account. We shall rise
from the dead in his likeness, and stand forth on that glorious morning, perfect in holiness, the
objects of universal admiration!

Love us more than he does — he cannot. Love us less than he does — he will not. He is devotedly
attached to us, and thought nothing too difficult to undertake for us, nothing too dreadful to suffer
for us, nothing too good or too great to bestow upon us. And shall we fear to stand before Him?
Why, he loved us, and gave himself for us, that he might present us unto himself most glorious.
What! fear to stand before our husband, and such a husband? This can never be, if we really know
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him! Who will sit on the throne on that day? Jesus! And what is Jesus to the believer? He is his
Father. His everlasting Father. The Father who begat him, who educated him, who trained him up
for glory, honor, and immortality. Who has pitied him, borne with him, blessed him, and promised
never to leave him or forsake him. The Father who has written his name in his book, engraved him
on the palms of his hands, and given the everlasting kingdom to him. The Father who never lost a
child, disinherited a son, or refused to receive a returning prodigal. The Father who rejoices over
his children, and has promised to present them all before His Father, saying, "Here am |, Father —
and the children whom you have given me." And shall we fear to stand before him? Why, he will
look upon us with a father’s eye, feel towards us all the tender yearnings of a father’s heart, and
stretch out towards us a father’s hand, saying, "Come, you who are blessed." What! fear to stand
before our Father — and a Father who laid down his life for us! Never!

Before whose judgment seat must we appear? The judgment seat of Jesus! And what is Jesus to
the believer? He is his Savior. This is the title he has won. This is the name he wears. This is the
office he fills. He saves — not merely helps. He saves — not assists. The price demanded — he
paid. The righteousness required — he wrought. The strength necessary — he furnishes. The
Spirit needed — he bestows. The wisdom requisite — he imparts.

He has a Savior's heart — and he has a Savior’'s wealth. He will save, for . . .
it was in his heart to do so,

he engaged in the everlasting covenant to do so,

he pledged himself in his everlasting word to do so,

and he delights to do so!

He can save, for he has all merit, all mercy, and all might. Salvation is at once his business, his
honor, and his delight. He has saved us righteously — yet freely; justly — yet graciously. He
parted with everything — rather than part with his people, or allow one of them to perish. "You
know the grace of our Lord Jesus, who, though he was rich — yet for our sakes became poor, that
we through his poverty might be made rich.” And shall we fear to stand before him? What! before
my Savior? Why, he was my Substitute, Sacrifice, and Surety; he died for my offences, and rose
again for my justification; and being now justified by his blood, and assured that | shall be saved
from wrath through him — shall | tremble to stand before him?

Reader, you must stand before the judgment seat of Christ! Do you know the Judge? Is he your
Friend? Are you reconciled to him? Have you confidence in him? Are you looking for salvation by
him? Are you his friend? Do you know his person? Do you love his name? Do you trust in his
blood? Do you wear his righteousness? Do you walk by his Word? Do you possess his Spirit? Do
you copy his example? Do you aim to do his will? Can you say with Paul, "I live by faith in the Son
of God!"

If so, happy are you. You need not fear death, or be alarmed by the near approach of the
judgment day. You are safe. Your state is fixed. Your character is stamped. Your conduct is
approved. Your mansion is prepared. Your welcome home will be hearty. Your glory will be great.
Your happiness will be complete. Go on, my brother, my sister — cleave to Jesus; walk in close
and holy fellowship with Jesus; aim to bring honor to the dear name of Jesus; grow up into him
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your living head in all things. And if any speak to you of judgment, or if Satan tries to harass with
the thought of the last great day, let this be your reply, "I know this Judge."

But, lost sinner, you must stand before Christ, and account for your rejection of him. You must
assign your reasons for closing your eyes, ears, and heart against him. You must give an account
of yourself to God. To you, the Day of Judgment will be a dreadful day. You will stand alone. No
friend to speak for you. No advocate to plead for you. No mercy will be extended to you!

Oh, it will be fearful to appear thus before the judgment seat of Christ! To be charged with violating
his law, despising his gospel, rejecting his mercy, scorning all his counsel, and saying, "l will not
have him to rule over me!"

You do not know the Judge!
You do not know the power of his anger.
You do not know the terror of his frown.

You do not know the weight of his wrath. The eye which is as a flame of fire will be fixed upon you,
and pierce you through and through! The voice which is like the sound of many waters, or the most
terrific thunder — will pronounce your doom. And that hand which was once nailed to the accursed
tree — will strike the dreadful blow! Eternity alone will measure the duration of your punishment —
if you dare to persevere in sin, and die without hope. "Repent, therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out!" (Acts 3:19.)
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Chapter 38
36 Love to Christ

Love to Christ "Yes, He is altogether lovely!" Song of Solomon 5:16

Love is generally drawn forth by beauty exhibited, or by kindness shown. We love the beautiful
and the benevolent. To the carnal mind, there is no beauty in Jesus — because its taste is vitiated,
and its perception is depraved. It calls darkness, light; and light, darkness. It puts bitter for sweet
— and sweet for bitter. We do not expect the natural man to see the beauty of the Redeemer’s
person, or to be inflamed to love by his attractions. Still the beautiful ought to be loved, and "He is
altogether lovely!" The reason why he is not loved, is to be found in the corruption of human
nature, and the depravity of the sinner’s heart.

If you see nothing in Jesus to love — then it is evident that you are under the power of darkness. If
you have never really loved him — then you are dead in trespasses and sins. What a dreadful
state! What a fearful thought is this! One would think . . .

that if we were in imminent peril — and one rescued us at the risk of his own life;

or if we were condemned to die — and one obtained our pardon at a great price;

or if we were starving with hunger — and one provided food for us at his own expense;
or if we were dying with disease — and one procured a remedy at his own cost;

or if we were taken captive by a cruel foe, fettered, imprisoned, and exposed to innumerable woes
— and one paid the price of our ransom out of his own purse;

then we should, we must, love him! But Jesus has done more than this!

He left the throne of glory, the worship of angels, the joys of Heaven;

he came to earth and took the form of a servant;

he obeyed the law and magnified it;

he offered himself a sacrifice to divine justice, and satisfied it;

he ascended to Heaven to plead for sinners, obtained the Holy Spirit for all who ask him;
and is now able and willing to save to the uttermost, all that come unto God by him.

He has opened an infinite fullness of blessings, which contains all that we can need and wish; and
he has sent his servants with his word to inform us, that he is waiting to be gracious; that he
delights in mercy; that he is ready to save. He commands it to be proclaimed in his name, that
every sinner who believes his word, relies on his atonement, and depends on his perfect work —
shall be . ..

instantly pardoned,
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perfectly justified,
infallibly guided,
wisely instructed,
plentifully supplied,
powerfully protected,
and eternally saved!

He promises to give the richest blessings to every coming sinner, without money and without price.
He has pledged his word that he will refuse no one who comes, and commands all who come to
go and publish the fact, that "whoever will may come, and take of the fountain of the water of life
freely!" In a word, heis . . .

A Savior;

The Savior;

The Only Savior!

He thought . . .

nothing too difficult to perform,
nothing too costly to give,

nothing too painful to suffer,
nothing too shameful to endure —

if he might but save sinners, and save them freely! And he has done all, paid all, suffered all, and
is prepared to save every one who is willing to be saved by him on his own terms.

He saves sinners with pleasure. It is his delight to save the very vilest of our race. He has saved
innumerable millions of mankind, and he is able and willing to save millions more. Nor is it possible
to point to any person and say, "The Lord Jesus is not willing to save him." Or to any tribe,
however sunk, degraded, and debased, and say, "Jesus is unable, or unwilling to save them."

Now, ought not such a one to be loved? Ought not you to love him? For what he is, for what he
has, for what he is willing to do — if not for what he has done for you. God requires you to love
him. Reason demands that you love him. Common sense says that you should love him. And yet
many do not love him!

Yes, no one will love Him — unless the heart is changed by the Holy Spirit! The mind must be
completely changed, before it will love Christ.

He is light — but men love darkness.

He is holy — but men love sin.
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He is the image of God — but men love the likeness of Satan. But is there any excuse for us, if we
do not love Jesus? There is none. There can be none. God will allow of none. Hence the Holy
Spirit, speaking by the Apostle Paul, says, "If any man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ — let
him be accursed." (1 Corinthians 16:22.) How general, "if any man." Any man who has heard of
Christ, having listened to his gospel. Any man who has read of Christ, having received his holy
book. If any man, poor or rich, illiterate or learned, "if any man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ
— let him be accursed.” How terrible, "let him be accursed!" Let him be condemned by God, driven
from God, and be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of God!

"What! blessed apostle, meek and gentle servant of Christ — doom every one to Hell who does
not love the Savior?"

"Yes, without anger, without any improper feeling, | say — If any man does not love the Lord Jesus
Christ — let him be accursed!"

"But think how terrible a place Hell is, how awful God’s curse must be, and what tremendous
agonies are included in eternal punishment?"

"I have thought of that, and, while full of love to man, and desiring above all things on earth the
salvation of all who hear me, or read what | write — yet, | repeat — If any man does not love the
Lord Jesus Christ — let him be accursed!"

"What! that fine young man?"

"Yes, if he does not love Christ.”

"What! that amiable young woman?"

"Yes, if she does not love Christ."

"What! that venerable, silver-haired, prudent, and kind-hearted man?"

"Yes, if he does not love Christ. | make no exceptions. If any person does not love Jesus — then
he deserves to be accursed — his doom and destiny is to be accursed!"

Oh, my reader, my dear fellow-immortal — think of these things; and ask yourself most seriously,
"Do | love Christ? Do | love to read of him; to hear of him; to think of him; to speak of him; to hold
fellowship with him? Do | so love him as to wish to be like him, long to see him, and desire to
spend eternity with him?"

Oh, Spirit of Jesus, shed abroad his love in our hearts, that if we have never loved him before —
we may do so now; and, if we have loved him — we may love him ten times more!
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Chapter 39
37 Every Christian to His Closet!

Every Christian to His Closet!

True prayer is the breathing of the soul toward God. Wherever there is spiritual life — there must
be prayer. But as many Christians are alive — but not lively, it is often necessary to stir them up to
"pray without ceasing."

Without trials, temptations, and troubles, or the special operations of the Holy Spirit on the soul —
prayer will become formal, lifeless, and inefficient. Therefore we are so frequently tried by Divine
Providence, spoken to in God’s holy Word, and stirred up by the Holy and ever-blessed Spirit. A
voice now seems to be calling to the Lord’s Church, to every member of that Church, and it says,
"Every Christian to his closet!" That every Christian has some special place for prayer, either in the
house or in the open air, may be taken for granted; and such spots become in time consecrated
places, where we expect to meet with God, and hold fellowship with him. A Christian closeted with
God is a sight an angel looks upon with interest; nor can we think of it but with peculiar emotions.
Lately all has been bustle in the Church; our public meetings have been held, reports read,
speeches made, interest excited, money subscribed, and now "every Christian to his closet.” This
is what is necessary. Every day some time should be set apart for special prayer. For if ever
special prayer was necessary, it is now. Let us, then, enter into our closet, shut our door, and pray
unto our Father in secret. The Father invites us. He says, "Let me hear your voice." He loves to
hear us. He waits to listen to us. He is prepared to bless us. It is in his loving heart to do us good.
We have not, because we ask not — and not because God is unprepared or unwilling to bestow.

Jesus is before the throne for us. He has his priestly garments on. The precious incense is in his
hands. He sympathizes with us. He ever lives to intercede for us. True, he knows our
backwardness to pray, our coldness in prayer, and all the infirmities that compass us about; but he
says, "Think not that | will accuse you unto the Father." Oh, no! he will plead for us — but he will
never turn our accuser. The Holy Spirit urges us. We often feel his promptings. We often hear his
exhortations. He is the Spirit of prayer. He helps our infirmities in prayer. He is often grieved by our
prayerlessness. He takes us by the hand in tender love, and says, "Come, and let us return unto
the Lord." The Church needs our prayers. Look at her thin congregations. Look at her
undisciplined troops. Look at her neglected prayer meetings. Look at her empty treasury. Look at
her vacant pulpits. Look at her wandering tribes. Look — look where you will, from what point you
please — a voice will be heard, if you attentively listen, saying, "Every Christian to his closet!" The
ministry requires your prayers. The standard-bearers are ready to faint. The laborers sigh in the
harvest field. There is a lack of power in the ministry. The word falls like the snow-flake, and
makes but little impression. Sinners come and go, and there are but few converted to God.
Impressions are made — but they are not deep, abiding, and renovating. The seed falls in the
stony places, among the thorns, or on the way side. We sow much — but we reap but little. There
is a lack of unction. There is a dryness, a dullness, a deadness about our ministerial
communications. The word is not like the holy anointing oil of old, which filled the house, and
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delighted every heart. It does not glide into the soul, softening, sanctifying, and elevating all its
powers. Therefore our members are not thorough-going, hard-working, and energetic Christians.
From the thousand pulpits of our land, in every section of the one Church of Christ, there is a call
to the sacramental host of God’s elect, "Every Christian to his closet." The world demands your
prayers. It still lies in the Wicked One. It is still "full of the habitations of cruelty." Darkness still
"covers the earth, and gross darkness the people." The field of labor is the world. But in vain we
send out our foreign, or employ our home and city missionaries — unless the Spirit is poured upon
us from Heaven. Thorns and thistles will it still bring forth unto us. We plough on the rock; we sow
on the sand; we labor in vain, and spend our strength for nothing, so far as spiritual cultivation is
concerned — without the Holy Spirit. Are missionaries to be successful? Is the world to be claimed
for Christ? Would we have the prophecies and predictions of the Holy Scripture fulfilled? Then
"every Christian to his closet," and instead of the thorn will come up the fir tree, instead of the brier
will come up the myrtle tree, and "it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign that
shall not be cut off." Our country, our beloved Old England, needs your prayers. Popery is
insolent. Puseyism is powerful. Infidelity is rampant. Saints are divided. Politics are poisoning
many professors. Look where we will, to the Senate house or the sanctuary, to the palace or the
cottage, to princes or peasants, to professors or profane — all seem to sign or cry aloud, "Every
Christian to his closet." "God has spoken once, twice have | heard this, that power belongs unto
God." The power that guides the vessel of the State, the power that steers the ark of the Church,
the power that preserves our liberties, the power that crowns our efforts, the power that curbs our
foes, and the power that encourages our friends — alike belongs unto God. If, therefore, we would
be loyal subjects, if we would be good soldiers of the cross, if we would be successful servants of
God, if we would see the good of God’s chosen, rejoice in the gladness of his nation, and glory
with his inheritance — let every Christian betake himself to his closet.

Let us seek the Spirit of prayer, fix times for prayer, and determine to persevere in prayer. Let us
pray frequently. Let us pray fervently. Let us plead earnestly. We not only need more prayer, but a
different kind of prayer. Our prayers have been too general, too formal, too common-place. There
has not been that point, that directness, that downright earnestness which there ought to be. We
do not take hold on God. We do not refuse to take a denial, saying as Jacob did, "l will not let you
go — unless you bless me." We forget the parable of the widow and the unjust judge (Luke
18:1-43), and the parable of the friend and the three loaves (Luke 11:1-54), with its application, "I
say unto you, Ask, Seek, Knock." Be importunate. Take no denial. "Cry day and night." "Give him
no rest." Pray as if you meant every word you say — as if you wanted every blessing you ask for
— as if you did not intend to stop until you had succeeded. These are the kind of prayers which
God approves of, which the church needs, which the times require, which we most affectionately
request our brethren to present.

Such prayers would rouse the enmity of Satan, stir the drowsy Church to its very depth, shake the
wide world, and bring down the power of God upon us all. Such prayers would carry our hearts up
to Heaven, bring the fullness of the Spirit into our soul; and, as grace makes us more than men,
such prayers would make us more than common Christians. Let us endeavor to pray in faith,
believe that God is love, that he delights in mercy, that he rejoices over us to do us good, that he is
more ready to hear than we are to pray, that he means every word in his exceeding great and
precious promises, that he is now in the same mind as when he made them, as when his Apostles
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pleaded them, and the Holy Spirit came down and proved them true; believing that real prayer
goes directly to the heart of God, stirs us his tenderest sympathies, and brings him down to work
for our welfare. When Israel in Egypt sighed, cried, and groaned before God — he could not rest
on his throne — but came down into the bush, brought Moses to his foot, and as one full of the
tenderest sympathy, said, "I have heard, | have heard the groanings of my people which are in
Egypt, and am come down to deliver them." Let us pray in hope, that is, expecting what we pray
for, and expecting it because it is needed, because it is good, because God has promised it,
because Jesus is worthy, in whose name we ask it, and because God can glorify himself in
bestowing it.

Beloved! would you please God? Would you honor Jesus? Would you sow to the Spirit? Would
you disappoint Satan? Would you rise above the world? Would you be an honor to the Church?
Would you be useful in your day and generation? Would you be happy and holy in life? Would you
be peaceful and victorious in death? In a word, would you possess enjoy, and manifest the real
power of true religion? Then, to your closet! Be much with God; obtain much from God;
communicate everything to God. This is the way . . .

to act for God wisely,

to give to God liberally,

to walk with God comfortably,

to fight for God victoriously,

to work for God successfully, and

to be conformed more and more to the moral image of God daily.

We must have more prayer. We must have a different kind of prayer. The times call for it. Eternity
calls for it. The Church calls for it. The world calls for it. Our religious societies call for it. Our
discouraged pastors and preachers call for it. From the east, from the west, from the north, and
from the south; from the rolling ocean, from the flowing river, from the lofty mountains, from the
lowly valleys, from the populous cities, from the scattered hamlets, from the mansions of the great,
from the cottages of the poor, from the Slave States of America, and from this blessed land of the
free — the voice comes rolling in tones of thunder, or floats on the gentle breeze, in almost in
audible accents, it cries, it calls, it whispers, "Every Christian to his closet!" Shall the voice be
heard? Shall the cry be regarded? Shall the admonition be received? Shall the closet be visited as
it never has been heretofore? Shall the private, powerful, persevering prayers of the saints bring
down upon us the Spirit from Heaven, that the wilderness may become a fruitful field, and the
fruitful field be counted for a forest? Men of Israel! will you help? Servants of God! will you assist?
Courteous reader! will you help? Will you? And will you begin today?
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Chapter 40
38 A Letter to the Author

A Letter to the Author
Dear Pastor Smith,

| am one who is beset with doubts and fears. |, at times, earnestly desire to love Christ, to lie
passive at the foot of the cross, and to grow in grace. | sit under the sound of a minister, who is a
warm champion in the cause of truth. | have for some years been sighing for liberty; but | find in my
heart such a cage of unclean birds, so many powerful foes to contend with, that | sometimes think,
instead of making any advancement in the spiritual road — | shall sink in the slough of despond,
and utterly perish. Now, notwithstanding you are like myself, the subject of evil passions, there are
times when you can call God your Father, Christ your Brother, and the Holy Spirit your Comforter;
while | can only say with the Poet, "If | love — why am | thus?"

| have thought much lately of two passages of Scripture, one in the twentieth chapter of Matthew,
and the 10th verse, and the other in the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel, and the 70th verse. Judas,
it appears, was chosen with the other disciples — but Hell was his portion. Do you not think, that
before he was tempted to betray Christ, he loved him? Do you not think he felt the same
indignation that Peter did, when he said, "Though all men forsake you — yet will not I." | fear
sometimes, | am like Judas; | often attend the means of blessing too others, delight in the society
of God’'s own people, feel my spirits cheered after conversing with them, and feel my best
moments to be those wherein | can trample the world beneath my feet. Yet this is, alas! so seldom
the case, that | fear my hope is a false one! | cannot see such a character as mine in the
Scriptures. Do you suppose that Mary Magdalene, and others of whom we read as having their
transgressions pardoned, after they were led to the feet of Christ — would sin as they formerly had
done? No, no! But my heart tells me | am every moment rebelling against Omnipotence; and,
although | am kept from outward, gross immoralities — yet, my inward foes are continually striving
for the mastery!

You, my kind pastor, are traveling the road to Zion — but you find for your comfort, that “greater is
he who is for you, than all those who are against you." My foes at present are the mightiest. Satan
tempts me; and my wicked heart is opposed to every good desire; for when | would do good, evil is
not only present with me — but it leads me from Christ, and | am carried away with one temptation
and another, until | fear at last, | shall utterly fall.

A Pilgrim
REPLY TO "A PILGRIM"
My Dear Fellow-pilgrim,

Having read your address, | laid both it and your case before the Lord, entreating him to send you
an answer of peace, and now | take my pen to offer a few remarks. You say you are beset with
doubts and fears. This is nothing uncommon, the corruption of our nature is such, that it leads us
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to manifest the greatest enmity to Jehovah while in a state of nature — and to discover a mistrust
of his sincerity, his love, and his designs even in a state of grace. It is no small matter in the
present state of our nature, to give Jehovah credit for speaking the truth; to receive his word as
infallible verity, and draw from it the consolation it is calculated to impart. To conceive, harbor, and
indulge hard and dishonorable thoughts of God is no task; but the opposite requires the
intervention and operation of the Holy Spirit in the heart.

If we could but receive God'’s word as infallible truth, and embrace its contents as directed to us —
all our doubts and fears must very soon vanish. But there is in many, a secret love to doubting —
and therefore they nurse their doubts, and seize upon everything that is calculated to strengthen
and encourage them. But doubting is . . .

dishonoring to God,
distressing to the soul,
and only pleased Satan;

for any sinner made heartily willing to be saved by Jesus Christ, alone of free grace, to the glory of
God — to doubt — is unscriptural, and highly sinful! Such characters cannot be rejected at the
throne of grace, nor will they be condemned at the throne of judgment. But you earnestly desire to
love Christ, to lie passive at the foot of the cross, and to grow in grace.Whence do you think did
these desires spring? Have you a nature so good, from which they could spontaneously grow? Or
is there a devil so holy that he would produce them? The desires you speak of, are of Divine
production, none but God could raise them in your heart, and he who raised them — will gratify
them: for "he will fulfill the desire of those who fear him; he will also hear their cry, and will save
them." Psalms 145:19. Is not this passage plain, positive, and to the point? Can God be true and
you honest — and yet your desires end in confusion? "Let God be true, and every man a liar."

You have been sighing for liberty — but how did you come to feel your bondage and long for
freedom? Do people in a state of nature feel or act thus? You know they do not. But have you ever
heartily surrendered yourself to the Lord? Have you taken his word and pleaded it at his throne?
Are you striving to enter in at the strait gate? Many people lie down in sloth — and then complain
of bondage; they indulge in secret sin — and yet speak of sighing for liberty. As to your heart it is
just like mine: no man has a worse heart — and none have a better; for "as face answers to face in
water, so does the heart of man to man." It is abominable and filthy, drinking in iniquity like water
— by nature. Job 15:16. It is enmity against God, a stronghold of every foul spirit. You have one of
the best hearts in the world — yet yours "is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,"
Jeremiah 17:9. As to yourmaking no advancement in the spiritual road. Are you now exactly where
you were — when your eyes were first opened? Surely you have seen greater things in self, in sin,
in the world, in the church, in Jesus — since then! | cannot think you have been lying still, or going
backwards all the time; but have you told out all the truth? Cannot you remember some seasons of
light, of comfort, and holy peace; when . . .

Jesus was truly precious,
sin was peculiarly hateful,

holiness was unspeakably lovely, and
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your soul felt sweet liberty before God?

| dare say, you know something of these things — let honest conscience give the answer. As to
your utterly perishing, | question if you seriously believe any such thing, and | dare say if anyone
else was to say so to you, you would immediately begin to plead, argue, and ask on the ground of
certain portions of the word of God, if it could be the case. | have met with many of your category
who have done so; | have tried them on purpose, and have found they could plead manfully for
their safety when brought to the test, notwithstanding all their fears. The privileges | enjoy belong
also to you; as many as receive Christ, it is their privilege to be the sons of God; and God himself
says, "Come out from among them, and be separate — and | will receive you; and will be a Father
unto you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." "Will you not from this
time cry unto me, My Father, you are the guide of my youth?" John 1:12; 2 Corinthians 6:17-18;
Jeremiah 3:4.

Now | have received Christ as God's free gift to poor sinners; | have left the world in spirit and in
truth — and | am warranted to call . . .

God my Father,

Jesus my Brother, and

the Holy Spirit my Comforter.
Hebrews 2:11, John 14:16-17.

| do not say that | have no ether reason to use this language — but if | had not, my title would be
indisputable, and would be admitted in the high court of Heaven, for Jehovah cannot deny himself.

You say, "If | love — why am | thus?" Many reasons may be assigned; perhaps you have never yet
resigned yourself and your all unreservedly to Jesus — there may be some wedge of gold, some
little one — some "idol" spared; if so, God will have a controversy with you, for only those who
forsake in heart and affections all, and follow Christ — must expect to enjoy the comfort of
knowing they are his disciples in peace and holy joy. Luke 14:33. He is jealous of his glory, and if
he is not in our estimation more than all — he may as well be nothing at all. He must either be
Christ — or a cipher! He never will be wedded with idols, or be satisfied with a divided heart.
Hosea 10:1-2. He says, "My son, give me your heart" — and the heart, the whole heart — he will
have! | doubt not but that there is a controversy carried on in many, on this point for many years —
until at last the soul agrees to the surrender — and then comfort and peace are enjoyed.

It may be you are looking into yourself, for something to warrant you to come and claim the
blessings of the Gospel; and not finding what you suppose to be necessary — you are cast down;
this is the case with many. But where does God direct you to do this introspection — or sanction
such a proceeding? He says, "Come, all you who are thirsty — come to the waters; and you who
have no money — come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost!"
Isaiah 55:1. Jesus says, "If any man thirsts," no matter in what condition he may be in; if he thirsts,
"let him come unto me, and drink." John 7:37. "Whoever is thirsty — let him come; and whoever
wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life!" Revelation 21:17. And the Holy Spirit says,
"To him who is thirsty — | will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life!"
Revelation 21:6.
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Under the figures of wine, milk, and the water of life — are set forth all things that pertain to life
and godliness; and all these are said to be for the thirsty, the poor or moneyless, and the willing.

Now do you thirst? Are you poor? Are you willing?

If so, the God of truth says that YOU are heartily welcome to take all these things as your own!
Can you have a better time — or a better warrant, than the Word, the faithful Word of Jehovah,
Father, Son, and Spirit? The language is so plain, that a child may understand it! It is expressed in
terms so positive and decisive, that it is a wonder that any people should be found looking into self
for something to warrant them to claim the blessing of grace and salvation. But may not a willing
soul be refused? No! It is utterly impossible; for "every one who asks — receives; and he who
seeks — finds; and to him that knocks — it shall be opened." Luke 11:10. Now if you are looking
for something in yourself to bring with you to God, or to embolden you before him, or to encourage
you to expect from him — then you are . . .

legalizing the Gospel,
insulting free grace, and

making the Word of God of no effect! And it is then no wonder that you are doubting, fearing, and
cast down! But say you, Am | to come to God — when | feel my heart a nest of every evil, and
experience the working of every God-dishonoring principle — and expect that God will receive me,
bless me, and be a Father to me?

Yes! You are to come to him exactly that way! And that because he invites you to come thus,
"Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be
as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool!" Isaiah 1:18.

He expostulates with you about not coming, "Why spend money on what is not bread, and your
labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight
in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. | will make an
everlasting covenant with you!" Isaiah 55:2-3

He promises what he will do, if you come, "Call upon me in the day of trouble — | will deliver you."
Psalms 50:15

Another reason why you are thus in despair, may be your not receiving into your mind the truths . .

that "God is love;"

that he "is in Christ;"

that "fury is not in him;"
that "he delights in mercy,"

that he is "ready to forgive." This is how he is revealed to you in the Gospel — and to such a God
you are invited. He is love, pure, unmixed love — to every sinner who is willing and desirous to be
saved by free grace, through Jesus Christ, by faith. Ephesians 2:1-8. You have nothing to do with
his wrath, nothing to fear from his justice, there is nothing to be alarmed at in his holiness.
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Now do you believe when approaching God, that he is love; that "like as a father pities his children;
so the Lord pities those who fear him: for he knows our frame; and remembers that we are dust?"
Psalms 103:13-14. If not — you worship Jehovah in a mistaken character! O how often do the
Lord’s people array the glorious majesty of Heaven in fearful and dreadful attributes, the coinage
of their own brain, or the vile misrepresentations of Satan — and then tremble before him as
though he were a real tyrant — rather than a gracious God in Christ!

Many sincere but mistaken souls, complain of lack of love, and grieve because they cannot love
God. But ask them what their conceptions of Jehovah are — and ten to one but you find that they
are indulging wrong views of the Divine character.

Jesus is the visible representative of the invisible Jehovah. John 1:18. What Jesus did, preached,
suffered, and displayed — exhibits Jehovah to our view exactly as he is to us under the Gospel.
John 14:8-9. Did Jesus ever . . .

frown away a sinner from him,
refuse to confer a needful favor, or
complain of a lack of preparation in any who came to him?

Never! The conduct and preaching of Jesus sets forth Jehovah in the most endearing, inviting, and
amiable point of view possible; there is everything to encourage the sinner who seeks salvation at
his feet — and to assure the suppliant who pleads at his throne. Until you receive into your mind
right conceptions of Jehovah as revealed in the Gospel — you never will have . . . .

a steady confidence in his promises,
a warm love to his name, or

enjoy daily fellowship with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. But perhaps you are naturally
of a melancholy turn of mind — always looking at the worst side of everything, and are guilty of
feeding this dark disorder; this is the case with many of God’s family. It befits you to ascertain
whether this is your case — and if it is, it is your duty to watch against it, pray against it, and to the
utmost of your power to resist it.

| have known some of the Lord’'s people who have been doubting and gloomy for years, the
principle cause of which was found in their natural constitution, who have after they have been
brought to discover it, confessed with shame — their weakness, folly, and sin. If this is your case
— you will find your mind constantly reverting to things of a gloomy and distressing character, and
putting away as unsuitable — whatever is calculated to comfort and cheer!

Satan will take great advantage of such a person, and be found constantly leading the mind to
fearful and alarming portions of God’s Word — which belongs only to hardened professors, open
sinners, or sly hypocrites! The father of lies will open them to the mind in a sly, crafty, manner —
and apply them as exactly describing the state, character, condition, and doom of the tender soul.
This will . . .

bewilder the judgment,
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harden the heart against God,
close the soul against the consolation of the Gospel,
and bind down the mind to the contemplation of terror!

Then prayer becomes a dry duty, a hard task, a heavy burden; the preached Word falls like a
shower on a rock — and this state is often followed or attended with a host of temptations, not fit to
be once named among the saints!

Then he comes as an accuser, sets these things before us in all their aggravated characters,
insinuates that our case is singular, and then asks, "Are you a child of God? Do you think that
God'’s people are infested with such awful thoughts, filled with such fearful rebellion against God,
or experience such a hardened state? No, no! Your case is singular; you have sinned against light
and knowledge! You have become Gospel hardened! It is in vain to attempt to pray — for God will
not hear you! You have prayed again and again — but where are your answers? You know God
has not given you your request — nor will he give his blessings to such a vile hardened, polluted
wretch as you are! He gives to all his own children — but he does not give to you, which makes it
clear you are not a child of God! Where is his tenderness towards you, where is his mercy, where
is his love and favor? You know that you are a stranger to them — therefore your state is bad, your
case is desperate — and your doom fearful!"

And, if he does not proceed so far as this, he often proceeds far enough to fill the mind with . . .
confusion,
slavish fear, and

gloomy apprehensions! But | am going beyond all limits, | must conclude for the present; perhaps |
may consider what remains of your address in a second paper, if the Lord wills. In the mean while
— cheer up, Fellow-pilgrim, if you . . .

hate sin;

pant for holiness;

re tired of the vanities of the world;

and love the spiritual and holy of God’s people —

then fear not — but look to Jesus, and rejoice in his dear name!

I now proceed to glance at the passages upon which your thoughts have been exercised. In John
6:70, we read that our Lord said, "Have not | chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil," or a
spy? You asked, "Do you not think that before Judas was tempted to betray Christ, he loved him?"
| reply, perhaps the kindness of our Lord’s disposition, and the many merciful miracles he wrought,
may have occasionally called into exercise the natural affection of Judas: but that he perceived
him to be the Messiah, and loved him as the Son of God, the Savior of men — | cannot for a
moment believe. He was chosen to be an apostle, in accordance with Old Testament Scripture,
Psalms 69:1-36; with Acts 1:16-21. But he was not chosen to eternal life in Christ Jesus, or
predestined to sonship by him. He was called to accompany the Redeemer on earth, and
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occasionally to be a message-bearer for him; but he was not called with a holy calling according to
God'’s purpose and grace given to his people in Christ before the world was. He was outwardly
privileged — but not inwardly sanctified. He was numbered among "the covetous whom the Lord
abhors." Nor do | think he felt the same indignation as Peter did, when he injudiciously said,
"Though all men forsake you — yet will not I." For what purpose Judas joined the Savior’s little
band, it is impossible positively to say; but it was most probably with a view to worldly
aggrandizement, conceiving that our Lord was come to set up a temporal kingdom, and literally to
take "the throne of his father David," he joined his party, hoping to fill some lucrative office of
honor.

Peter knew Jesus was the Christ, and loved him sincerely, though at times he manifested both his
weakness and his ignorance; yet he could not bear the idea of deserting his Lord, or forsaking his
friends, therefore with warmth he exclaimed, "Yet | will not."

You add, "l fear sometimes, that | am like Judas." This makes you so much the less like him,
shows the disposition of you mind, and if your fears are not inordinate — is but obedience to a
Divine command, "You stand by faith, be not high-minded — but fear." "Let us therefore fear, lest a
promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it,” Romans
11:20; Hebrews 4:1. Hundreds now in glory, have been tormented by this fear — but it did not
keep them out of glory — though it spoiled much of their comfort along the way. But that danger
will never hurt you, nor that evil much injure you, of which you are prudently afraid. If fears lead to
prayer, and prayer to watchfulness — the result is, that Satan is disappointed and the soul is
preserved. You have least occasion to fear being that of which you are prayerfully afraid. In the
next lines you tell me, God gives you encouragement occasionally — but because you have not as
much comfort as you wish, you are afraid your hope is a false one. Perhaps if you looked after
comfort less — you would have more! | am persuaded that if our eyes were fixed on the glory of
God, and if that was the object of our pursuit — we should neither lack evidences of grace, nor
comfort in our way. He who hunts for comfort works for self — and serves a bad master! He who
seeks the glory of God, labors for God, and shall be rewarded. Psalms 19:11; 1 Corinthians 6:20;
1 Samuel 2:30. Our hope is — as our faith is. If faith is rooted in the Gospel, and is busied about
Divine things — then our hope will be strong and clear. But if faith loses her hold of the promises,
or is weakened by being taken up with self, the world, or anything carnal — then hope flags,
wavers, and wanes. But you can see no such saved character as yourself in the Scripture. But
suppose you cannot — would this make the promise of God of no effect? Where is it said that if
you can find that you are like someone mentioned in the Scripture — then you shall be saved? At
least you are not like Judas by your own confession — for you can see his character in the
Scriptures; nor can you be like any of the apostates, formalists, or hypocrites there mentioned; |
think you may draw some comfort from that. But if you are a singular case — then surely the Lord
will get singular glory in saving you; therefore cheer up. But there is too much self about all of this!
Jesus says, and you dare not contradict him, "Whoever comes to me — | will never cast out." You
have come to him, you are coming, you will come, you are determined you will come — and if you
perish you will die at his feet. But how can you perish, when our Lord says, Heaven and earth shall
pass away — but my Words shall never pass away? Scripture says more than once, "Whoever
shall call on the name of the Lord, shall be saved." You have called, you do, and will call; what is
the conclusion? You must be saved!
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| remember once, | was exceedingly depressed in mind, | was going to visit a dying believer prior
to going into the country to preach, | thought perhaps | would see her no more upon earth — but |
shall meet her in Heaven. In a moment the suggestion was thrown into my soul, "What if | myself
should be there, dying?" | felt a gloom, a darkness, | was distressed. | immediately turned in my
mind to the book of God, | thought of the two passages just quoted, John 6:37; Romans 10:13. |
considered, "l will never cast out" and "Shall be saved!" Why | have been to Jesus, | have called
on the Lord. But the enemy suggested, "You did not go aright — you called wrong." Go aright?
Why | went as a sinner, | called for what God had promised: but I'll go again, I'll go now! | thought,
| shall remember those texts at the day of judgment, | shall remember | went to Jesus, called on
the Lord, and the Lord will remember it too; how then can | be condemned? The snare was
broken, the darkness fled, and my confidence in a faithful God was established. | have been many
times reduced by sin, temptation, and the workings of my corrupt nature to this; but blessed be
God — | have been enabled to hold fast the faithful Word of God, and in this | often take comfort!

What Christ has said must be Fulfilled,
On this firm rock believers build;

His truth must stand, his Word prevail,
And not one jot, one tittle fail.

| do not suppose that Mary Magdalene sinned as heinously as formerly, after her pardon had been
pronounced by the lips of Jesus. Nor did any others who received a like favor — nor do you. Your
heart is the seat of every rebellious principle, which principles are continually striving for the
mastery. Satan himself does not possess worse evils in his nature — than you do in yours — than
| do in mine! But then we at the same time are possessed of opposite principles: the flesh lusts
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so
that we cannot do the things that we would. Galatians 5:17; Romans 7:14-25. These two opposite
natures . . .

inhabit the same soul,
act upon the same faculties, and

are often both in action at the same time! This makes it very difficult to distinguish what it is that
influences us, or to come to a just conclusion. "What will you see in the Shulamite? As it were the
company of two armies." Song of Solomon 6:13.

Two dear friends, or two kind relatives, or two families of sociable dispositions — may dwell
comfortably together in the same house; but two different natures, two sworn foes, two active
determined enemies — cannot! And this is the case in the Christian! Nature and grace, the new
man and the old man — are as opposite as light and darkness, truth and falsehood, enmity and
love! Both are vigorous, active, and determined — and hence the unceasing warfare.

Sin may gain a temporary advantage, and Satan may suggest many falsehoods upon the subject
— but sin shall not have dominion over you; for you are not under the law but under grace.
Romans 6:14. The strength of sin is the law — but we are delivered from it. Romans 7:4-6. We are
married to Jesus, and he will make us more than conquerors. Romans 8:37. To be kept from
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outward sins, while we feel the powerful workings of inbred corruption — is a great mercy. To
possess a nature that would lead into all sin — and yet to be preserved from the actual
commission of sin — shows the love, power, and faithfulness of our heavenly Father; and will
warrant the inference of the Psalmist; "By this | know that you favor me — because my enemies
do not triumph over me." Psalms 41:11.

| think you speak incorrectly when you say, "My foes at present are mightiest.” But if your inward
foes were mightiest — you would be a prodigy of iniquity; Satan would so work upon your corrupt
heart, that you would be a visible epistle of the devil! Or to use Scriptural language, he would take
to himself seven other evil spirits, worse than the first, and they would enter your heart and dwell
there, and your last state would be worse than the first! Matthew 12:45.

Satan may tempt, your evil heart may oppose all that is good, and you may seem to be carried
away with one wind of temptation after another — but, like a feather firmly fastened to a rock —
your safety is not affected. Comfort and safety — are separable. Your fears are all groundless —
and your misgivings sinful. God is faithful: no temptation has overtaken you, but such as is
common to men; and the Lord will make a way for your escape. 1 Corinthians 10:13. "Blessed is
the man who endures temptation: for when he is tried — he shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord has promised to those who love him." James 1:12. But | must CONCLUDE:

Never dwell upon your miseries — but upon your mercies.
Never indulge the idea that you are singular — it is founded either in pride or unbelief.
Remember that the blood of Christ is of infinite efficacy — it cleanses from all sin.

Remember that no praying soul ever perished — and no willing soul was ever eventually denied
the salvation it desired! God may delay — but he will not deny!

You must suffer in the flesh as a sinner — but are justified in the spirit as a believer.
Simple faith is the evidence that you are entitled to all covenant blessings.

God delights to give to beggars — but will not trade with the self-righteous. Your feelings will vary
— but the word of promise is unchangeably the same.

You have always one plea left to use at God’s throne — the name of Jesus; and to pleading that
name, the promise is made, "If you shall ask anything in my name — | will do it." John 14:14.
"Truly, truly, | say unto you, whatever you shall ask the Father in my name — he will give it to you."
John 16:23. The blessing sought (salvation) is certain — but when you shall enjoy it uncertain; the
former is founded on divine faithfulness, the latter is guided by infinite wisdom. God will surely give
it to you — because he is faithful; he will give it to you in the best time — because he is wise!

Ever remember that God in his Word speaks to sinners; that he invites us to come and receive —
that we may be holy — but never bids us be holy, to entitle us to receive. No case can be too bad
for our great Physician! There are no denials at the Hospital of Free Grace!

None can go beyond God's uttermost; he is as willing to save, as he is able, therefore you may
trust in him at all times. Psalms 62:8.
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If you derive any light or comfort from this reply — be sure to give God all the praise. Your
affectionate friend,

James Smith
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Chapter 41

39 The Willful Sin!

The Willful Sin! A reply to several questions on Hebrews 10:26-27.

"If we deliberately sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth — no sacrifice for
sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the
enemies of God!"

Beloved in the Lord Jesus,

It is a great mercy for the Church of God, that she possesses the Word of God; and is also
promised the Spirit of God to lead into a knowledge of its contents. God’s book is a Godlike book,
there is something of infinity about it. | conceive that no man can fully comprehend its contents, or
reconcile all its statements. It is given us as a light — to instruct, direct, and cheer us in this
gloomy wilderness of woe. lItis . ..

to be received with reverence,
to be believed with implicit faith, and

to be obeyed with cheerfulness and gratitude. The Epistle to the Hebrews, was written to Jews
who professed the Lord Jesus Christ; they were exposed to persecution, excommunication, and
great trials from their countrymen and others. The apostle writes to them in order to instruct,
confirm, caution, encourage, comfort, and exhort them. He sets before them the divinity of our
Lord’s person; his apostleship; his priesthood; and shows him to be the sum and substance of the
old dispensation. He points out . . .

our obligations in reference to the Gospel,

the nature and consequences of unbelief,

the superior privileges we enjoy, and

exhorts to a variety of duties, especially steadfastness in the faith.

Toward the close of the tenth chapter, he cautions them against neglecting public ordinances, to
which no doubt they were tempted, in consequence of the persecution they suffered; he intimates
that neglect of ordinances is the first step to apostasy, and therefore bids them exhort one another
to a diligent attendance on them. Then come the verses you refer to, "For if we sin willfully," etc.
By "the truth" in these verses, | understand the truth respecting the divinity, messiahship,
priesthood, sacrifice, atonement, and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Or that Jesus Christ was
really what he professed to be, and what his apostles proclaimed him to be. They had preached
this truth to the people; the Holy Spirit had confirmed the same by miracles, wonders, and signs;
and they received it, and professed Christ accordingly. They were in consequence exposed to the
bitter rage and determined opposition of their carnal neighbors; they were stripped of their goods,
cast out of the synagogue, and suffered the loss of all things. These things are bad at first — but
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their continuance is worse; the intention was to lead them to apostasy, and therefore the apostle
especially cautions them against that. By sinning willfully, | understand the willful rejection of the
truth of God — in consequence of persecution; or a rejection of Christ as the Messiah, the Son of
God, the Savior of the world. They had been convinced he was this; they professed the same; they
had suffered on account of it: but now the apostle assures them if they deny him after such
convictions and professions, and join with the Jews in counting Jesus an impostor — and treating
his Gospel as an imposition, there remains no more sacrifice for sin, etc.

God will not pardon without a sacrifice; the old ceremonial economy is abolished; and if Christ is
rejected — then there is no other sacrifice; consequently there can be no pardon, or hope, or
salvation. The Son of God is treated with the greatest indignity, trodden under foot; his blood is
counted as no better than the blood of a common malefactor; contempt is poured upon the Spirit of
grace, who witnessed to his divinity and messiahship by miracles and signs — and now there
remains only "a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of
God!" The Law of Moses, the servant, punished presumption with death; the Gospel of Christ
punishes the apostate with eternal damnation. Mercy is scorned, grace is despised, justice is
insulted, and God will take vengeance; "it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God!"
But | look at the questions separately:

"Is any particular sin implied in the words — If we sin willfully?"

Yes, apostasy from Christ — a drawing back to perdition — a giving up the confidence, that Jesus
was really and truly that Prophet who would come into the world. It is called a falling away, a
crucifying to themselves the Son of God afresh, and putting him to an open shame. Such people
being persuaded that Jesus was the Christ — yet nevertheless through fear (Revelation 21:8),
love of the present life, or other carnal motives — willfully deny him, join with his enemies, and are
doomed to darkness, death, and black despair. "If a man abides not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.”
John 15:6, Matthew 13:41-42. "Let him that thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall." "You stand by
faith, be not high-minded but fear;" "for if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he
also spare not you!" 1 Corinthians 10:12; Romans 11:20-21: Hebrews 4:1; Hebrews 3:12-13.

"Do the words, "knowledge of the truth" imply a bare reception of the truth literally — and not
spiritually?" All professors receive the truth into the head — but in some it sinks down into the
heart; when it gets into the heart — it produces lasting effects. When the Holy Spirit enlightens the
mind — then it sees the glory, majesty, suitability, and excellency of the truth; faith springs up and
embraces it, and it now becomes an instrument of sanctification. Every faculty of the soul then
becomes affected by the truth:

the memory finds a place for it and hides it;

the understanding is illuminated by it;

the affections are set on the great Object which it presents;
the will is regulated by it; and

the conscience becomes instructed and tender. The man obeys from the heart, the form of
doctrine which is delivered to him. He beholds as in a looking-glass the glory of the Lord, and is
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changed into the same image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. Romans 6:17; 2
Corinthians 3:18. He feels what David utters, "O how | love your law — it is my meditation all the
day!" Such a one will never fall away, or willfully deny Christ. But others are intellectually
convinced of the truth of the doctrines — who never see their glory; they are affected with them —
but not sanctified by them; they mentally embrace them — but are not united to them; they find a
place in the mind — but have not a home in the soul. See Hebrews 6:4-8; iv. 2; 1 Thessalonians
2:13; James 1:21; John 15:5-11. Such may sin willfully, and deny the Savior who is above.

Spiritual knowledge makes a man humble, watchful, prayerful, and dependent on his God — these
preserve him.

Natural knowledge of spiritual things, makes a man proud, self-sufficient, careless, and often
imprudent; consequently is expected that he will fall. We can only tell the nature of the knowledge
we possess — by its effects or fruits; therefore we should be diligent that we may be found of him
in peace, without spot, and blameless. 2 Peter 3:11; 1 John 2:28; Revelation 16:15; 1 John 2:4-5;
Revelation 22:14.

"Have those words reference to the whole of divine truth?" All truth is sacred — and we are bound
to receive all that God has revealed; we are not at liberty to reject any one portion of God’s book.
Our understandings should be entirely subjected to the Word of God. We ought to receive it
without asking, why? or disputing about its importance. But the truth referred to by the apostle
conceive is, the truth of the Redeemer’s profession, word, and work. He professed to be the
Christ, the Son of the living God: that his word was the word of God; and that his work is our
salvation. If these are denied — salvation cannot be obtained: for there is salvation in no other; for
there is none other name given under Heaven among men, whereby we must be saved. Acts 4:12.
He is Jehovah, and beside him there is no Savior. Isaiah 43:11.

"Can none be the children of God who are only partially endowed with the light or knowledge of
divine truth?" It is impossible to say with how little knowledge a person may be saved — or how
much error may remain in a sanctified mind. A man must know himself as a sinner, and the Lord
Jesus Christ as a Savior, in order to salvation; but | am not sure that anything further is absolutely
necessary. The dying thief had not much knowledge — but he was saved. There are doubtless
thousands in glory, who while on earth had but very little knowledge of the great and glorious
doctrines of the everlasting Gospel. They knew Jesus; they found him to be precious; they trusted
their soul in his hands; they depended on his one sacrifice; they slipped through the world, and out
of time, almost unobserved, and were introduced into his presence and glory. But who is more
than partially endowed with the knowledge of divine truth? According to my apprehension, it would
require an infinite intellect to grasp all the truth God has revealed. Paul himself only knew in part,
he prophesied in part, and waited for further discoveries of the truth to his mind. 1 Corinthians
13:9-13; Php 3:10.

"Do not the children of God sin willfully after having received the knowledge of the truth?" Yes, to
their shame, sorrow, and confusion — they do. Most of our sins, are in a sense willful sins: we are
not dragged to sin against our will, but our wills under the influence of the depraved principles
which are in our nature, go forth in the commission of sins. But then we are checked, hindered,
and condemned in the commission — by grace which dwells in us. 1 John 3:20-21.
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Nothing can be more dangerous, than for a person to presume to sin — because he believes sin
cannot damn him; yet a believer may be tempted to this, yes, and at times is tempted to it. But he
trembles at the idea; exclaims, God forbid! He turns to the throne of grace and prays, "Keep your
servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then will | be blameless, innocent of
great transgression.” Psalms 19:13; 1 John 5:16-17.

None have more reason to make sure of the greater damnation — than those who live in sin,
assuring themselves of salvation. If our religion does not lead us to hate sin, fear sin, forsake sin,
and pant for freedom from sin — it is not the religion of Christ — but we are under a most awful
delusion. When a believer has been guilty of willful sin, he feels condemned, is distressed, and
cast down. And before he can recover his former standing, he is led to aggravate his sin in
reflecting upon it; he condemns himself, rejecting all vain excuses; humbly confesses it before
God. He then loathes and abhors himself in his own sight on account of it; and when he obtains a
pardon, is more watchful, doubly jealous of himself, and earnest with God to keep him in future.

He who makes excuses, or accepts excuses for his sins — is in a most doubtful state. He is very
different to Peter who went out and wept bitterly; or to David whose experience you read in the
fifty-first Psalm. "Stand in awe, and sin not; commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be
still." Psalms 4:4.

Beware how you walk on the margin of your liberty. "You have been called unto liberty; only use
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh — but by love serve one another." Galatians 5:13.

Observe, 1. Timid, fearful, doubting believers, are not at present in danger of committing this willful
sin. Satan may misrepresent the truth, bring charges against them, and fill their consciences with
terror and alarm; but they are innocent of this great transgression. They still desire to love Jesus,
they believe he is the Savior of the guilty and undone, and they would give a world if they could
claim him, ardently love him, and like glorified spirits adore him. They look at his word, think of his
grace, and flee to his cross. Your vengeance will not strike me here,

Nor Satan dares my soul invade.

Yes, my poor brother, you are safe at the cross of Jesus; he does speak to you and says, "All that
the Father gives me shall come to me, and him that comes to me | will never cast out." His heart
yearns over you with indescribable pity, compassion, and love; and he directs you to his Word for
comfort, peace, and joy: he spoke it, and caused it to be written that you might have his joy fulfilled
in you. John 17:13; 1 John 1:4; 1 John 5:13. He knows your infirmities, pities your weaknesses,
and will be merciful to you as he is accustomed to be to those who fear his name. So long as you .

fear to offend him,
pant to enjoy him,
long to be with him,

pray to be like him —
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there is no fear of your rejecting his claims, denying his messiahship, joining the camp of his
enemies, and blaspheming his dear name; consequently there is nothing in these fearful verses to
terrify you.

2. The vain-confident, trifling, and incautious professor is in the greatest danger on this subject:
therefore "blessed is the man that fears always." The man who concludes he is safe, and shrouds
himself in his sound creed and lofty notions — is a pitiable character; if God leaves him to his
vanity — he is sure of broken bones, if not of a broken neck! The trifler, who can trifle with God’s
Word, treating it as though it was the word of man, as though it was submitted to his revision, and
may be re-molded by his imagination, is in a most dangerous state!

O, | tremble for some, whom | see taking such daring liberties with God’s Book; they act as though
they were at liberty to reject whatever they do not approve; to pervert whatever does not accord
with their notions, or fall in with their creed; to wrest the plain meaning of words to suit their
fancies. Indeed | fear that many of us have taken very undue liberties with the holy Scriptures; we
have not read them under the impression that they were God’s writings, and would judge us at the
last day. John 12:48. We have not realized sufficiently our own ignorance and liability to err — nor
our absolute dependence on the Holy Spirit to unfold their meaning.

Here | would just drop a word to young Christians, especially to young men who are imagining that
God intends them for preachers of his holy Word: my brethren, beware how you treat God'’s book,
never take your creed to it — but derive your creed from it; admit that the Scriptures are wiser than
you are. | often grieve over the manner in which | have treated the Scriptures in years that are
past; | admire the goodness and forbearance of my God toward me; and in love | would say to all
my brethren: the Bible brings with it a solemn responsibility — let us be serious, prayerful, childlike
learners, whenever we turn over the sacred pages. There is such a thing as wresting the
Scriptures to our own destruction, 2 Peter 3:16-17; and also to the injury of others, many have
been stripped of their simplicity, tenderness of conscience, and holy fear of sin, through
connection with those who have wrested the Scriptures. Others have been robbed of their
confidence, comfort, and joys; and some have been drowned in destruction and perdition. 2 Peter
e; Jude; 1 Timothy 4:9.

3. The passage which we have been considering was intended to stir up professors to diligence in
attending ordinances, how many neglect them as though they were not of divine institution, or of
real importance. It was designed to prompt them to perseverance in the path of tribulation.
Sometimes we are allured by prospects, Hebrews 12:1-2; sometimes exhorted on the ground of
obligation, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; and sometimes urged from the idea of danger, as here, and
elsewhere.

How solemn, how awful, how startling the words of the Holy Spirit by Peter, which will fill up my
paper: "If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome — they are worse off at the end than they were
at the beginning. It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness,
than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to
them. Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit,” and, "A sow that is washed goes
back to her wallowing in the mire!" 2 Peter 2:20-22
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Chapter 42

40 Thoughts on Heb_2:9

Thoughts onHebrews 2:9 "That he by the grace of God, should taste death for every man."
Hebrews 2:9 That the Lord Jesus Christ came to save his people from their sins, to redeem them
from all iniquity, and to present them faultless before the presence of his glory — is an
acknowledged fact. But it is not generally acknowledged that they alone are interested in his
redeeming work. Many conclude that his blood was shed for them who perish — as much as for
them who are saved! And they draw this conclusion from many general expressions which are
found in the word of God, especially from the text we are now about to look at: "That he by the
grace of God, should taste death for every man."

It should be known that the substantive man, is not in the original at all — but is supplied by the
translators. Therefore the context must explain or set forth the extent of the meaning of the term: it
was for every son, verse 10, every one of the sanctified (Hebrews 10:14), the brethren of Christ,
verse 11, the children God gave the Messiah, verse 13-14. We must not be led away by the sound
of words — but seek for the sense of the words.

How is the phrase, every man, used in other portions of Scripture? We will look at one or two.

Luke 16:16. "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is
preached, and every man presses into it." Did the scribes, Pharisees, and lawyers press into it?
They were men. Did the heathen nations press into it who had never heard of it? They also were
men. The meaning must be that many, a multitude pressed in — not every individual man, or all
men.

1 Corinthians 12:7. "The manifestation oi the Spirit is given to every man" — yet there are many
who have never heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.

Colossians 1:23. "The Gospel was preached to every creature under Heaven" — and yet it is
notorious that there were thousands at that time who had never heard the Gospel. If there had
been such an expression as this used in reference to redemption, many would have looked at it as
decisive, and would have considered any attempt to confine it to some only, to have been awfully
presumptuous. And yet it cannot mean every rational creature — but only a great multitude, or
people of almost every nation. Revelation 5:13. Can every creature here mean, every distinct
rational being inhabiting those places? Assuredly not. Let us not then be led away by general
expressions — but let us search, compare, and examine the Word of God in humility, with prayer
and perseverance. The Father’s act of election fixes the extent and number of the Church,

the Son’s redemption delivers that Church from wrath,

and the Spirit's operations prepare that Church for glory. The Father chooses, predestinates, and
gives;

the Son receives, redeems, and claims;
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the Spirit quickens, teaches, and sanctifies;

and by the joint working of the Glorious Trinity, the Church is saved with an everlasting salvation.
The speaking blood of Emmanuel will never cease to cry, until all for whom it was shed are
brought to enjoy the blessings it procured. Nor will Jesus see of the travail of his soul, and be
satisfied — until all his redeemed people are with him associated, identified, and glorified. He
tasted death for them — that they might never die — and he will lead them to glory as the great
Captain of their salvation. The triumphs of his cross shall be celebrated around his throne, by each
and every one for whom he suffered, bled, and conquered. The purchase of his blood shall never
be stolen, forfeited, or lost; impartial justice will see that all be sent out of the pit; and omnipotent
mercy shall guide them to glory. The blood that purchased — shall cleanse all whom it bought —
and none who are cleansed shall sink into perdition.

"But what encouragement has a sinner, as such, to come to Christ, if this is the truth?" Every
encouragement. The Father invites him. Jesus is pledged to receive him. The promises are made
to him — and his very coming, being the effect of the Spirit's teaching, is the evidence of his
interest in all the blessings of redemption.

We are not invited to come to Christ as "the elect,” or as "the redeemed," but simply as sinners.
Every sinner to whom the Gospel comes, is invited. Every one who comes, is received. Every one
who is thus received, has been redeemed. For no man will come to Jesus — unless the Father
draws him. The particularity of redemption excludes no man from Christ — but it secures the
certain salvation of all . . .

for whom he engaged as a Surety,
for whom he suffered as a Substitute,
and for whom he died as a Sacrifice.

He is the one propitiation for the whole world — there is no other. His blood is the one atonement
for human guilt — there is no other. The Gospel warrants any soul to build upon that atonement for
eternal life — and every man, woman, or child who does so, is delivered from the wrath to come.
Jesus is the one, solitary, and all-sufficient Savior. He invites sinners, as such, without distinction
to come to him for life and everlasting salvation; he pledges his word that he will never refuse one;
he has solemnly kept his word until the present moment — and he ever will. Is not this
encouragement enough for any one, for every one, who desires to be saved by him?

"But what if Christ did not represent me — what if he was not my sin-atoning substitute.” Such
suggestions come from Satan, and if you take any other view of truth, similar discouraging
suggestions will be presented to your mind. The fact is, that as a sinner, you have nothing to do
with God'’s election, or with the particularity of Christ's redemption; all you have to do with, is the
assurance that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin, that he is able to save unto the
uttermost, and that he invites you, as a sinner, to come and be saved by him. Difficulties may be
exchanged for others; but difficulties you will find until you simply take God’'s word as it is
addressed to you in the everlasting Gospel, and act upon it. If you seriously desire to be saved,
the Lord Jesus is both able and willing to save you; but if you are disposed to cavil at the revelation
God has given — you will find plenty to cavil at, and may perish in so doing.
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Salvation flows . . .

from the Father’s love,

through the Son’s blood,

by the power and operation of the Holy Spirit;

it embraces the whole Church, which never has formed more than part of the world, nor never will,
until Jesus comes the second time without sin unto salvation. The former part of this statement is a
historical fact which cannot be questioned, and the latter appears to me to be most clearly
revealed in God s most holy word.

Reader, do you wish to be saved? Are you willing to be saved as a poor sinner by free grace
alone? If so, the Lord Jesus is both able and willing to save you. You are one of those for whom he
tasted death, one of those whose sins he bore in his own body on the tree. Listen not to the sly
suggestions of Satan. Pay no attention to man’s quibbles at God’s word. Perplex not your mind by
any nice distinctions made by man — but come at once to Jesus. Come expecting him to receive
you. Come relying on his hearty invitation. Come to prove the truth of his precious promises. Come
and cast yourself upon his veracity, merit, and mercy — and eternal life is yours. Greater
encouragement you could not have, more than what is already given. When you have been
received by Jesus, when you enjoy salvation — then you will be able . . .

to trace out the work of the Holy Spirit within you,
to realize your personal interest in the vicarious sacrifice of Jesus,

and to see that your present blessedness and future prospects, flow alike from the free, sovereign,
and distinguishing grace of the Father. Then you may enjoy your election of God. Then you may
rejoice in Jesus as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. And then you will realize that
the work of the Holy Spirit alone, distinguishes man from man, and makes us fit to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light. All that is spiritually good must be traced up to God'’s free
grace — and all moral evil, to man’s free will.

O glorious Redeemer! | review your redeeming work with delight, and rejoice in the persuasion,
"That all whom the Father gave you shall come to you — and him who comes you will never cast
out!" It is sweet, pleasant, and delightful — to see love, blood, and energy united in the salvation of
your people; and to know that the objects of your Father’s love are the members of your Church,
and that only the people of your choice are the purchase of your death; that all whom you have
died for are quickened by your Spirit, and taught to . . .

know your name,
love your person,
prize your Gospel,
keep your ways,

observe your laws,
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sing your praises, and

shall be your crown, your joy, and your delight forever.
Help me to live in the full persuasion that | am yours:
bought by you,

belonging to you,

ordained to glorify you, and

bound to honor you by every tie of gratitude, duty, and love.
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Chapter 43

41 The Lord's Supper

The Lord’s Supper The supper of the Lord is a divine institution. It originated in the wisdom and
love of our adorable Redeemer. It is intended to . . .

benefit our souls,

test our attachment to his cause, and

perpetuate the remembrance of his sufferings and death.
It is a privilege, intended for every real believer.

It is a duty, binding upon every true Christian.

We ought to meet together, expressly for the purpose of breaking bread together. We ought
frequently to do so. We ought regularly to do so. If our souls are in a healthy state — we shall do
so. But it is a Church ordinance, and should only be attended to by us as a Church. We should
come together into our usual place of meeting for the purpose. We should meet simply as disciples
of Jesus. We should meet in a spirit of love, having no wrath, or bitterness, or malice in our hearts
against any. We should meet because Jesus commands us, because he sets us the example,
because he has promised to meet with us, and because he considers himself honored by our so
meeting. The elements used are simple bread and wine. The subject presented is the
substitutionary sufferings and death of Christ. The end is to bring Christ to our remembrance, to
increase mutual love, and to show forth the death of Christ unto others, until he comes. Every
Christian ought to have his place at the Lord’s table, and ought regularly to fill that place. But some
never attend, and others only occasionally. Various are the excuses which men frame to justify
their neglect of this holy ordinance — but such excuses will not bear the light of investigation, or
stand in the presence of God. Let us therefore attend to a few particulars, and answer a few
inquiries upon this interesting point.

First. What will justify a member of a Christian Church in keeping away from the Lord’s table?

1. Not private quarrels or personal dislikes; seeing the Lord has not made it a condition of coming
to his table, that we should all see exactly alike in all things; nor has he left the power to censure in
the hands of any private individual — but in his Church, and we know not — but that he himself sat
down with Judas, whom he could not love, for he called him a devil. It is for a lamentation that the
members of the same church do so often differ, and manifest their dislike, by neglect of
ordinances; but let all such remember, their rule is to be found in Matthew 18:15-19; and not in
their own imagination or temper. Every one of us must give account of himself to God, Romans
14:12, and why we have neglected his ordinances, as well as other things.

"But how can | meet at the Lord’s table with one against whom | feel enmity in my heart?" By
acting upon God’s word, and exercising a forgiving spirit, according lo the word, "Forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ’'s sake has forgiven you." Ephesians 4:32.
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"But | have been treated so badly that | cannot forgive." How then can you expect forgiveness?
Has your brother or sister acted worse toward you — than you have toward the Lord? Or, have
you forgotten his word? "And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive
him, so that your Father in Heaven may forgive you your sins. But if you do not forgive, neither will
your Father which is in Heaven forgive your sins." Mark 11:25-26. Read also with prayer and
attention Matthew 6:14-15; Matthew 18:21-35; Luke 6:37; Colossians 3:13; James 2:13. Have you
read these portions of God’s word, and can you still be unforgiving, and keep from God’s table on
account of it? If so, your case is truly fearful — may the Lord awaken and reconvert your soul.

2. Not any particular frame of mind, or state of soul; because the Lord has not forbidden us to
come in one frame, or commanded us to come in another. His words are, "As oft as you do it, do it
in remembrance of me." You are not coming to bring a frame or feeling to God — but to
commemorate the love, sorrows, and death of Jesus. We should pray for a holy, solemn, melting
frame of soul — but not stay away for the lack of it. Sometimes the Lord meets us, when at his
table, while mourning over such a state — and softens, humbles, and feeds our souls with
heavenly manna. No frame of mind should keep us from using ordinances, and if we allow
ourselves to neglect ordinances on account of frames — we must expect that Satan will labor to
bring us into such frames, just before ordinance times arrive. Therefore, if you would not tempt
Satan to endeavor to bring you into such God-dishonoring, soul-distressing frames — never
neglect ordinances on account of them.

3. Not the lack of preparation; seeing no preparation is prescribed in the word of God, only an
examination, whether we are in the faith; and this the Christian should be often attending to, that
he may be fully assured. It is true, meditation, prayer, and reading the holy Scriptures are excellent
helps, and should always precede attendance on this, and all ordinances, if opportunity is
afforded; but if no opportunity offers, we are not justified in abstaining from ordinances for the lack
of the same. Come to ordinances as you first came to Christ — as a repentant sinner — and you
cannot come wrong, and will seldom come in vain.

4. Not a fear of receiving unworthily, because this may be prevented by prayer. Besides, on this
principle, if we carry it as far as Satan would have us, we would abstain from every duty, and
neglect all ordinances. He who comes to the Lord’s table, desiring and praying to see, feed on,
and enjoy Jesus — will not eat or drink unworthily. He who is most sensible of his sins, and utter
undeservings, is the most welcome guest at the Lord’s supper.

5. Not a lack of inclination; seeing this arises from the old man which is to be put off, from sin
which is to be opposed, from Satan, to whom we are not to give place; but whom God commands
us to resist, steadfast in the faith. If inclination is to guide at all, then let it guide in all — and then
farewell Bible reading, farewell meditation, farewell prayer meetings, farewell hearing the word —
farewell all that | now attend to, from a sense of duty, or with a hope to enjoy my Lord.

6. Not every, or any excuse which is presented to the mind; for if we attend to these, Satan will
supply us with plenty, and we shall soon be like those spoken of by Jesus. Luke 14:16-25. But we
are not ignorant of his devices: anything that will displease, or dishonor Jesus, feed the flesh,
grieve the Spirit, and vex the saint — he will forward; but all that is opposite, he will oppose to the
uttermost, and find plenty of reasons, and excuses, why we should neglect and forsake such
things. Be not unwise — but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
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We should keep away from the Lord’s table in the following instances:

1. Being unavoidably detained at home, in servitude, by affliction, or family duties; prayer having
been used, opportunity sought, and no way found. The Lord’s ordinances were never designed to
lead us to neglect any moral duties; positive institutions and moral precepts help each other — but
never run counter to one another; therefore, he who cannot attend ordinances without committing
positive sin in coming, is justified in staying away.

2. Being prohibited by the church for sin; if that prohibition is according tot he word of God and
command of Christ. The believer who has fallen into sin, and is under the censure of the church,
should not attempt to attend to his ordinance, until that censure is removed, unless the church acts
unscripturally severe.

3. Being positively commanded by Christ not to come; but then such command must be found
written in the word. His word is "COME" — not stay away; unless you are walking disorderly, and
then he says to your brethren, "with such a one, do not eat.”

4. Being satisfied from God's word, and our own consciences, that we are haters of Christ,
hypocrites in heart, and enemies to God. But then, with such convictions we should not be in a
church — unless they spring from the power of temptation, and then we should seek to be rightly
informed on the subject, and mercifully delivered from the snare. A second inquiry. What does
neglecting the ordinances of the Lord’s Supper, by a member of a Christian Church, who has, or
may have opportunity to attend it — appear to imply?

1. That he is wiser than Jesus — who instituted it, and commanded his people to attend to it.
Immanuel saw it necessary, and therefore commanded it; but he sees it to be unnecessary, and
therefore neglects it. What an awful sin is this — and yet how many professors are guilty of it!
Lord, humble your people, and deliver them.

2. That he is tired of Christ, and finds his ordinances wearisome. He is afraid of being too much in
the company of Jesus, or of remembering his sorrows, and thinking of his love too often. O
Christian, did you ever conceive that your willful neglecting of the Lord’s ordinances appeared to
imply this? But whether you conceive it or not — so it most evidently does. Let not Satan make
excuses for you — but bare your consciences and receive the stroke; it is the wound of a friend
who is faithful, and which the blood of atonement will heal.

3. That he has no regard to the commands of Christ, or concern for his positive institutions. That
though he wishes to be saved by Jesus — he has really no love to him, nor desire to obey him. But
what can we think of those who wish to divide the doctrines and duties, the promises and
commands of Jesus? Are they wise? Are they holy? Are they humble? Are they like the primitive
believers? Surely they are not. But how many are there who profess doctrinally to hold these
things in union — yet practically divide them? He who neglects the holy supper, does so.

4. That he centers in self, and is only seeking his own gratification, and studying his own feelings.
O how many are there whose conduct says, that their religion is self — self — self. They are able
to do without Christ, or nearly so; they are rich and have made their fortunes; and know not that
they are wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. They come not to ordinances to
seek supplies from him, because they have a stock of their own; and the conduct of many of whom
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we hope better things, appears to imply that they are infected in a measure with this fearful
disease!

5. That he rejects the Scriptures, and substitutes his own fancies, or something worse, in their
stead.

6. That he does not care whether Jesus Christ has any to remember him as he desired, or not.
What a fearful state is this to be in; and what just cause for mourning that the conduct of many
professed lovers of Jesus seems to say as much as this. A third inquiry. What does keeping from
the Lord’s table, without a just cause, openly manifest?

1. Unkindness towards the Lord Jesus. And can it be that the Lord’s people can manifest
unkindness to Jesus, who has shown much boundless, inconceivable, an astonishing love to
them? Yes, alas! it is possible. If Jesus had thought of us, or acted toward us, as we think and act
toward him — where and what would we now be? Where and what would we be forever? Think of
this, negligent Christian, and be zealous henceforth and repent. Revelation 3:19.

2. Hardness of heart and contempt of his holy Gospel. If the heart was not lamentably hard, the
Gospel could not be despised; and if the Gospel was not despised, the ordinance of the supper
could not be thus neglected.

3. Indifference respecting our personal prosperity, and our evidence of being the friends of Christ.
John 15:14.

4. We are expecting what the Scriptures do not warrant us to look for, namely, that everything
should be just as we wish, which must be wrong, if it was so, we being ignorant, sinful, selfish
creatures; beside everyone would wish to have it his way, and almost every one different from the
other.

5. There is not sufficient concern for the honor of Christ, whom we profess to love, reverence, and
serve. Did we feel sufficiently for his honor — thousands of little difficulties would be surmounted,
which now appear insurmountable barriers. Then should we run in the way of his commandments,
for it would enlarge our hearts.

6. There is a lack of love to the church, the officers and head of the same. If we loved the church
sincerely and tenderly, we should be careful of grieving its members or officers, much more its
head. Love brings together and keeps together. It is lack of love which is the cause of most of our
dissensions and divisions! Did we love Jesus, his Church, and our own souls more — we would be
more diligent in observing his righteous and soul-profiting commands. A fourth inquiry. What is
neglecting the Lord’s Supper likely to produce?

1. Barrenness under other ordinances. Christ being dishonored and the Spirit grieved — what can
a Christian expect, but barrenness? Surely it is of importance to inquire when experiencing
barrenness of soul: What is the cause? What is the occasion of this? And if there is an allowed
neglect of any duty, surely we need not look farther to find a reason.

2. Deadness of soul, in prayer, reading the word, hearing the Gospel, and Christian conversation.
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3. A sensible distance from God, and lack of communion in prayer; shyness at the throne of grace,
and a painful withholding divine communications which were formerly enjoyed; and what is religion
without these?

4. Doubts, fears, and suspicions arising in the mind in reference to our real state before God, and
a lack of confidence, peace, and joy in God, as our covenant Father and Friend.

5. An increase of carnality, coldness, darkness, lukewarmness — and indifference in the ways of
God.

6. It will procure the rebukes of the Spirit in the conscience, the visible disapprobation of God, and
the laying on of the rod of correction.

Fifthly. A few serious considerations proposed to those who live in the neglect of the ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper.

1. Can you justify your conduct before God upon the principles laid down in your Bibles?

2. Are you manifesting a Christian spirit? Is there any meekness, love, longsuffering, forbearance,
tenderness, brotherly kindness, forgiveness, charity, and spirituality manifested in your so acting?

3. Are you following after peace and the things whereby one may edify another?

4. Are you an obedient child, attending to the exhortation of the Holy Spirit, by Peter, "As obedient
children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he
who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: Be holy, because | am holy." 1
Peter 1:14-16 5. Does your conduct proceed from being spiritually-minded — or carnally-minded?
Read Romans 8:5-9.

6. Do you think you shall reflect on such conduct with pleasure on a sick bed, or a dying pillow, in
the prospect of standing before God and a solemn eternity? Remember the words of the Holy
Spirit, which were addressed to the church at Rome, are of importance; they are truths, not
fancies; "Every one must give an account of himself to God. Romans 14:12. See also to the same
purpose, Matthew 12:36; Matthew 16:27; Matthew 18:23-35; 2 Corinthians 5:10.

Let it not be supposed that | attach an undue importance to the ordinance of the Lord’s supper, or
superstitiously think that it confers grace; for this is not the case. But Jesus his instituted it, and
positively enjoined it on his people to attend to the same. When we join a church of Christ, we
profess to have respect to all his commands, and to wish to walk in them; the conduct referred to,
is a violation of that engagement, and a practical disregard of the Savior's word. If obedience
honors our reigning Emmanuel, then disobedience dishonors him; and has he not said, "Those
who honor me | will honor — and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed?" Are these
words acted upon by Jesus? Or are they only written to amuse or frighten us? Assuredly they are
acted upon; then | am correct in what | have written. | do not say that this is the only thing that
produces the effects spoken of above; but it is one of the things for which our holy Father thus
corrects us.

Sermonindex.net | Page 171



Chapter 44
42 A Letter to You

A Letter to You My Dear Friend,

Will you excuse the liberty, which a desire to spread the knowledge of the Savior, and to benefit
your immortal soul — have led me to take in thus addressing you. We are exhorted in the divine
Word, to "watch for souls," and to "preach the Gospel to every creature." That Gospel, is good
news sent directly from God’s loving heart to us. It informs us . . .

that we are lost sinners,
that we need a Savior,
that God has provided the very Savior we need,

that the Lord Jesus has obeyed the holy law, and offered an infinitely meritorious sacrifice to divine
justice for our sins — and is now both able and willing, to save all who "come unto God by him."
The salvation which is in Christ — is just what lost sinners need. It comprises . . .

a righteousness which will justify your person,
grace which will sanctify your nature,

and a title to everlasting life. But this salvation will never be received or enjoyed by any person,
until . . .

convinced of sin,

concerned to escape from the wrath of God, and

made heartily willing to be saved in God’'s own way.

We shall never put on the righteousness of Jesus — until we have put off our own.

We shall never wash our souls in the fountain which he has opened for sin and uncleanness —
until we discover that we are filthy in God’s sight, and loathsome in our own sight.

We shall never accept the free pardon which is offered us — until we realize that we are guilty and
exposed to eternal damnation. Nor shall we ever seek the promised Holy Spirit, to produce in us
that holiness, without which no one can see the Lord — until we feel our need of His gracious
influences, and desire to experience His sanctifying operations.

Now, as religion is a great reality, as it is something "known and felt," will you allow me very
affectionately to ask: Have you ever experienced it? Have you sought and obtained the pardon of
all your sins? Have you renounced your own righteousness — that you may depend on, and be
found in, the righteousness of Christ? Have you pleaded with God, that he would give you his Holy
Spirit? And have you "received the Holy Spirit?" Do you understand the Scriptures, when they
speak of "passing from death unto life?" Of "being born again, not of corruptible seed — but of
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incorruptible, by the word of God which lives and abides forever?" Of "receiving the atonement?"
Of being "in Christ Jesus?" Of Christ "living in us?" Of "living in the Spirit, and walking in the
Spirit?" Of "dwelling in God," and "God dwelling in us?"

Many people imagine that they are Christians, and consequently safe for eternity — without
knowing anything of these things. They mistake the "form of godliness," for "the power." They are
satisfied with "a name to live — while they are dead." Is it possible that this may be your case? Is
there any doubt upon the point? Would it not be well to examine the matter closely? The Apostle
says, "Examine yourselves whether you are in the faith. Don’t you know that Christ is in you —
unless you are reprobates?" This is very solemn language, and it should be carefully attended to.
A mistake on such a subject is most fearful; it may be corrected now — but if we die under such a
fatal mistake, it can never be corrected. Once lost — we are lost forever; and if we should be lost,
through neglecting the great salvation; or through taking it for granted that we are safe, without
thorough investigation; it will be sad — very sad!

Multitudes, it is to be feared, are just in this dreadful case. What if you should be? What if you
should die in this state? The bare supposition is dreadful! And yet it is possible. | beseech you
therefore to examine into the matter, and to do so at once. There is no time for delay. There is no
reason for delaying the matter for one day — one hour. Ask your conscience then with all
seriousness, as in the presence, and beneath the eye of God, who searches the heart: Have |
been thoroughly convinced of my lost and ruined state, as a sinner before God? Have | confessed
my sins before God in private, and pleaded for the pardon of them in the name of, and on the
ground of the atonement made by, his beloved Son? Have | obtained peace with God through the
blood of his cross? Is my nature renewed by the Holy Spirit? Do | thirst, pant, and pray to be made
holy, because God is holy? Do | hate sin? Do | live above the world? Do | walk with God? Can |
say with the Apostle John, "Truly my fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ?"

These are deeply important inquiries. They enter into the very vitals of real religion. We must know
something of their meaning, and that our experience tallies, if we are true Christians. If they are
strange things to us — then we are strangers to God. We are destitute of true godliness. We are
living without God in the world. And if we presume that we are safe, while we are strangers to the
pardon of sin, peace with God, or evangelical holiness; there can be little ground to question
whether the god of this world has not blinded our minds. And lest this should be the case, to
prevent the possibility of it — from a pure desire for your present and everlasting welfare, these
few lines are addressed to you.

But, if you really worship God in the Spirit, if you rejoice in Christ Jesus, if you have no confidence
in the flesh, if you walk with God in peace and holy fellowship — then we joy and rejoice with you,
and bless God on your behalf. You are in Christ, and it is both your privilege and duty, to unite with
us in endeavoring to spread abroad the savor of his knowledge in every place; to place the truth
before those who are strangers to it, and endeavor to win them over to the Savior.

Time is flying! Eternity is approaching! We shall soon be summoned to stand before the judgment
seat of Christ — and be either acquitted, commended and rewarded; or (fearful alternative) be
condemned, sentenced, and banished from the presence of God! May we "seek the Lord while he
may be found,” "make our calling and election sure,” "laying up in store for ourselves a good
foundation against the time to come, that we may lay hold on eternal life." 1 Timothy 6:19. May the
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Lord, the Holy Spirit, accompany the reading of these few lines, sent out of love to your soul, and
with a view to his glory, with his effectual benediction — and may the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you! So prays,

Yours in Christian love.

P.S. If each Christian who reads this letter, would copy it, and send the copy by post to some
person to whom it may appear to be suitable, it may do good. The copies of it may be multiplied
thus to any extent, and each sending it to their own relations, or acquaintances — it would be sent
where otherwise it would never go. Besides which, many would read a letter thus sent, who would
not read a printed tract. Dear reader, try this!
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Chapter 45

43 Help Sought

Help Sought "O Lord, be my helper!" Psalms 30:10 No man is independent. No man can be. It is
the design of God that we should be dependent on one another, and that all should be dependent
on himself. Sin has robbed us of our strength — so that we are weak. Duties and circumstances
require power — so that we are driven to prayer. The Lord is the helper of his people, and he . . .

teaches them their need of his help,
leads them to his throne to seek it, and
then he helps them according to his wisdom and love.

Let us not faint — for our God is strong. Let us not be discouraged — for the Lord will strengthen
us. Let us not listen to Satan — but repair to his throne; and in the prospect of all our trials,
troubles, and afflictions cry, "O Lord, be my helper!"

There is WORK to be done, and new work. Work that will require skill, energy, and perseverance.
Work that will bring honor to God, be a blessing to those about us, and a credit to ourselves. But
we are not sufficient of ourselves to do it. If we perform it — it must be in divine strength. If we are
willing to do it, heartily engage in it, and cry to the Lord for help — then he will strengthen us with
strength in our souls.

There are FOES to be conquered, and if they are not conquered — then they will conquer us.
They are numerous, powerful, disciplined, and determined. The world, the flesh, and the devil, are
in league against us. They combine to destroy us. They will do all they can to injure us. We must
overcome them — or they will overcome us. But how can creatures so weak, so inexperienced, so
undisciplined — expect to conquer them? Only in the Lord’s strength, and under the guidance of
the great Captain of our salvation.

There are GRACES to be exercised, and to be exercised on their legitimate objects. The graces of
the Spirit are not given to us merely as ornaments — but for use.

Faith must believe God’s Word,

hope must look for God’'s mercy,

love must cleave to Christ’s person,

humility must lie low before God'’s throne,
patience must wait God’s time,

courage must face God'’s foes, and

fortitude must stand unmoved in God’s ways.

Every grace will be called into exercise, and will be found necessary . . .
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to complete the Christian character,
to conquer the Christian’s difficulties, and

to bring the Christian honorably to the close of his career. The DAILY CROSS is to be carried.
Every Christian has his cross, his daily cross — and he is required to take it up, and bear it after
Jesus. It is often unseen by others — even when felt most severely by himself. Our most painful
crosses, are often unknown to any one but God! He has appointed them, he lays them before us,
he bids us to take them up, and (blessed be his holy name) he promises to help us when we
endeavor to bear them patiently in his ways.

TRIALS are to be endured. These come to prove our principles, to test our character, and to
conform us to our beloved Lord. They often come from quarters where we least expected them.
David is tried by his son Absalom, Job by his wife, and Paul by the churches of Galatia.

Satan tries us to injure us. Men often try us, because they hate us. God tries us to do us good, and
because he loves us.

Trials come from all quarters, at all seasons, in all possible forms. Every day, often every hour —
has its trial.

Every grace is tried — but especially our faith. And very often we find that our trials are sharp,
piercing, and long continued! The thorn in the flesh, is not soon, or easily extracted. The sin that so
easily besets us, is not quickly laid aside.

Every Christian has his peculiar trial, and we shall all find that there are trials before us, which
have not been experienced by us yet. A great portion of our Christian pilgrimage must yet be
traveled. We are not as yet come to the rest, and the inheritance which the Lord our God has
promised us. Some of us have far to go, and each of us must make progress. The path before us
is not more level, or more easy — than that which we have passed already. Yes, it may be more
rough, hilly, and difficult. It must be trodden, if ever Mount Zion is reached by us. Besides which,
we are often called into new paths of trial and trouble, and a warning voice is heard saying, "You
have not passed this way before."

All the future is unknown, for we know not what a day may bring forth. We little expected when we
started — what we have met with already; and we shall yet meet with many things which we little
anticipate! Ours is a rough and thorny road. It is through much tribulation that we must enter the
kingdom. But if there is so much work to be done, and new work too;

if there are so many foes to be conquered,;
if our graces must be exercised;

if the daily cross is to be carried to the end;
if trials are to be constantly endured;

if the distance before us is to be gained;

and if the future is all unknown to us —
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is there not enough to make us despond, or sit down in despair? No! not if we know our resources,
if we are in union with Jesus, and keep the eye steadily fixed on his glory. But there is enough to
make us cry, and cry most heartily, "O Lord, be my helper!" The Lord has said, "l will help you!"
and this is just what we need.

If the Lord helps us — he will give us STRENGTH. Strength equal to our day. Strength for the
conflict, and strength in the conflict. Strength which will enable us to do and suffer all his righteous
will. Strength which will make us more than conquerors over all our foes. If God strengthens us —
nothing short of omnipotence can overcome us.

If the Lord helps us — he will give us COURAGE.

Courage to face the foe.

Courage to take the field manfully.

Courage to hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering.
Courage to draw the sword of the Spirit against the old roaring lion.
Courage to trample on the world with all its pleasures and blandishments.
Courage to crucify the flesh with its affections and lusts.

Courage to look death in the face without fear.

Courage to enter into eternity without alarm.

If the Lord helps us — he will give us WISDOM.

Wisdom to learn his will.

Wisdom to choose his way.

Wisdom to manage our trials.

Wisdom to employ our talents.

Wisdom to exercise our graces.

Wisdom to overcome our temptations.

Wisdom to make a right use of his holy word.

Yes, he will make us wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
If the Lord helps us — he will give us PATIENCE.

Patience to do his will.

Patience to suffer his pleasure.

Patience to wait his time.

Patience to stand still and watch his hand.
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Patience to be silent under the heaviest load.

If the Lord helps us — he will give us LIGHT.

Light to discover our path — when all around is dark.

Light to perceive his heart — when he turns his hand against us.

Light to encourage our hope — when all is discouraging within us.

Light which will keep from apostasy — though it may not fill us with joy and peace.

If the Lord helps us — he will give us PERSEVERANCE. For the righteous shall old on his way,
and he who has clean hands shall wax stronger and stronger. We shall go from strength to
strength, until every one of us appears before God in Zion. We shall press toward the mark, for the
prize of our high calling which is of God in Christ Jesus.

If the Lord help us he will give us FAITH.
Faith to trust him where we cannot trace him.
Faith which holds fast the promise, when providence appears to men directly contrary to it.

Faith which has Christ for its object, the Gospel for its warrant, God’s glory for its aim, and
salvation as its end.

Faith which gathers . . .
strength from weakness,
courage from defeat,
comfort from sorrow,
peace from conflict,

and life from death.

Well then, may we join with the Psalmist in his prayer, "O Lord, be my helper." The appeal is to the
Most High God. No one can always and efficiently help us, but God. The creatures will often say to
us as the king of Israel to the woman, "If the Lord does not help you — how can 1?" Others have
not what we need, what our circumstances render necessary, what we must have — or miserably
fail. But all things are possible with God, nothing is too hard for him. Let us therefore turn from
every creature — to him. Let us direct our prayer unto him, and look up. This is to appeal to an old
friend. One who has helped us in all times past. Whose help has been well-timed. Whose help has
been sufficient. Who has promised to help us even to the end.

It is to appeal to an almighty agent. To whom all things are not only possible — but easy. Who has
all power in Heaven and in earth. Who is the omnipresent, as well as the omnipotent Jehovah. And
who while he is both the omnipotent and omnipresent God — is our infinitely gracious father! Our
father in Jesus. Who . . .

loves us with a father’s love,
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looks upon us with a father’s eye,
and helps us with a father’s hand.

He is the all-sufficient One. He needs no one to co-operate with him. He can do for us, not only all
we need; but he can do exceeding and abundantly above all that we can ask or think.

Well, well then, may we turn from all his creatures, and in the prospect of all the future, with all its
trials, troubles, and perplexities cry out, "O Lord, be my helper!"

Beloved, if God hears our prayer and helps us — we shall conquer, we must overcome, no enemy
can possibly stand before us. If God helps us and we overcome through him — we must give him
all the glory. This is but common justice. God will help us if we are his, and as such call upon him
in the time of trial, trouble, and danger. We are the Lord’s — if we look to him, trust in him, and call
upon him. If we look to the Lord, he has given us the eye of faith. If we trust in the Lord, he has
made himself known to us in the person of his Son. If we call upon him, he has put the Spirit of
prayer into our hearts.

Now, if God in his rich mercy, has given us the eye of faith, the knowledge of himself, and the
Spirit of prayer; then unquestionably we are his — his people, his children, his chosen ones. And if
we are his beloved people, his dear children, his chosen ones — he will be our helper! Yes, he will
help us in every strait, help us out of every danger, help us over every difficulty, help us all the way
from earth to Heaven. He will guide us by his counsel, and afterward receive us to glory.

Let us therefore daily, hourly, lift up our hearts to his throne; and in the prospect of all that is
calculated to depress, trouble, or cast us down — cry out, "O Lord, be my helper!" And expecting
him to help us in answer to our prayer, let us work while it is called today — fight while the foe is in
the field — take up our cross manfully; and looking for glory, honor, and immortal life — hasten
along the trying path, until we sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of God!
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Chapter 46

44 Silver and Gold

Silver and Gold

We are in the habit of looking at all spiritual blessings as in the hands of Christ, and entirely at his
disposal, to be received from him, and used by us to his glory. It appears to me that we are not
sufficiently impressed with the fact, that temporal things are equally so. "The earth is the Lord’s,
and the fullness thereof." He claims all the living creatures as his, "Every animal of the forest is
mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. | know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of
the field are mine. The world is mine and the fullness thereof." And, our beloved Redeemer, taught
his disciples to look upon their heavenly Father, as claiming, caring for, and feeding them. "Look at
the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them." So also the precious metals are his, and are claimed by him. Hence to encourage the
Jews, under their comparative poverty, when building the second temple, he said, "The silver is
mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord Almighty." Every penny, every dollar is the Lord’s. He
may lend to us — but he still claims the whole as his own. We are at best but stewards, entrusted
with a little of his property, for a little time, and for a specific purpose. Let us meditate on this
subject for a short time, and may the Holy Spirit may condescend to make it a blessing to us. Itis a
Scriptural, and consequently a holy subject, therefore it may be profitable.

"The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord Almighty." It must be the Lord’s, for he
created it by his power, he concealed it in his earth, he has unveiled it just when and as he
pleased, he disposes of it to whom he will. He still claims it, makes use of it, and it is either made a
blessing or a curse to its present possessor. "The Lord makes rich." The rich man’s heart is in his
hands, his life lies at his mercy, and he is held accountable for the use he makes of the wealth
entrusted to him. Here the Lord raises up the poor from the dust, and puts him in possession of
wealth; there he strips the wealthy of what pampered his lusts and fed his pride, and sends him to
the cottage of the poor. No man has an absolute right to any of the property he possessess, at
best he has but a life interest in it, and not always that. What then have the rich to be proud of?
What cause have the wealthy to boast? The more silver and gold we possess — the greater our
responsibility. It is a means of usefulness — but it may become a cause of condemnation. Well
then may the Prophet say, "Let not the rich man glory in his riches.”

Let not the poor man envy the rich. Let not the Lord’s people look too much to the wealthy, when
they need silver and gold to carry on the Lord’s cause. Let us all devoutly hear the Lord say, "The
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the Lord Almighty." Is the silver and gold the Lord’s?
Then, let us look to him for what we need, either for ourselves or his cause. We must use the
means that are put in our power — but we should always look above the means to the Lord
himself. If | need anything, whom should | ask for it, but the owner? As the Lord therefore claims
the silver and gold as his, | will look to him first, ask of him first, and entreat him to dispose the
minds of his stewards to do his will in this particular.
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| fear we all look too much to man, to circumstances, and to second causes. Let us endeavor to
correct this mistake, and in future let us first ask of God, and then apply to man. Is the silver and
gold the Lord’s? Then let us expect to be held accountable for the use we make of it. We are not at
liberty lavishly to spend it on dress, furniture, or pleasure; on ourselves, our children, or our
relations — while God’s cause and God’s poor are in need. Many a Lazarus still desires to be fed
with the crumbs which fall from the rich man’s table. Many a rich man will give pounds for a fine
picture, who will not give a few pence to the Lord’s poor. Many will squander hundreds upon
gilding, adorning, and enlarging their own dwellings; who say they have nothing to spare to build,
enlarge, or beautify God’s sanctuary. Many spend more upon themselves in one day — than they
do upon the cause of God in a whole year. Can such realize their responsibility? Do they look
upon themselves as stewards? Do they believe that they must give an account of themselves to
God? Do they consider their silver and gold as the Lord’s? Is the silver and gold the Lord’s? Then
let us honor God with it. He commands us to do so. He assures us that it is the way to thrive. Hear
his own faithful word, "Honor the Lord with your substance, and with the first fruits of all your
increase; so shall your barns be filled with plenty, and your presses shall burst out with new wine."
He who honors God with his property, will enjoy it, even if he does not increase it. He who hoards
when God’s cause needs — will lose; while he who gives, will secure what he has and increase it.
As it is written, "There is one scattered and yet increases, and there is one withholds more than is
meet, and it tends to poverty." Is the silver and gold the Lord’s? Then let us be willing to part with it
when God calls for it. Does he send a poor Christian to you to ask for assistance? See God's hand
in sending him, and obey God’s word is relieving him. Does he send some minister of Christ, or
the collector of one of our great societies to you? Give as if you were giving the Lord’s money, and
not your own. Give cheerfully. Give according to your means. Give with prayer that God’s blessing
may accompany what you give. Give and feel relieved of a part of your responsibility.

If he sends one of his children, be careful to treat that child kindly. If you are cross, sour, or
unlovely in your carriage toward a Christian, ponder well our Lord’s own words, "Inasmuch as you
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have dove it unto me." Matthew
25:40. Jesus takes what is done to his people — as done to himself — whether it be kindness, or
unkindness; and he especially observes what treatment his ministers and his poor people receive,
and sympathizes with them. May we never forget this; but may it be deeply engraved on our
hearts, be constantly before our eyes, and so influence our conduct in everyday life. Is the silver
and gold the Lord’s? Then let us beware of setting our hearts upon it. Money itself is harmless;
yes, it may be a blessing. But the love of money is the root of all evil: and yet there are professors
who are in love with money. They love to get it, love to talk of it, love to keep it — but they cannot
bear to part with it. They seem to love money more than they love Christ, they certainly love
money more than they love the poor, the house of prayer, and the missionary cause; for if they did
not, with the money they have, the poor in the church would never lack, the house of prayer would
not be in debt, and the funds of the missionary societies would not be so low.

O love of money, what mischief have you done! What misery have you produced! What dishonor
have you cast upon the Gospel! What grief have you caused God’s ministers! What power have
you given to Satan! What multitudes have you sent through the house of God to Hell! What a
curse have you been to God’s church! Is the silver and gold the Lord’s? Then let us praise God for
it when he gives it. It always comes from his hand — but not always with the love of his heart. If we
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inordinately desire it, he may do by us as he did by Israel of old, of whom we read, "He gave them
their desire — but sent leanness withal into their soul." A full purse does not always bring comfort
with it. Better, often, is a little — with the fear of the Lord. But if the Lord pleases to give us wealth,
let us thank him for every penny. Let us construct a ladder of gold and silver, with which to reach to
his throne. Let us bless a giving God, and stand prepared to bless a taking God too. The way to
enjoy our wealth, is to feel that we are unworthy of it, to view God as the giver of it, daily and
hourly to praise him for it, and to make a good use of every part of it. Is the silver and gold the
Lord’s? Then let us bow submissively to his wise and holy will — if he keeps us short of it. He may
see that it would be too powerful a temptation for us. He may see that we would not know how to
use it so as to improve it. Unquestionably, if we are Christians, there is mercy in his keeping us
short of it. "The Lord makes poor," and if he has made us poor, let us not repine; but if he has
given us food and clothing, let us be content.

We may imagine now much good we would do if we had wealth — but it is one thing to have the
heart without the means, and another for the means and heart to be possessed together. Better
have the will without the wealth — than the wealth without the will. Many have boasted what great
things they would do if God would only trust them with the means; he trusted them — and they did
nothing! Are we better than they? No, never, there must be special grace given with silver and gold
— or they will prove a curse and not a blessing. Many in poverty have walked close with God —
but in plenty have wandered from him. Depend upon it, that Divine wisdom, mercy, and love have
combined to keep you poor; and they have done so just because it is best for you. Is the silver and
gold the Lord’s? Then let us ask God’s blessing upon it, for "the blessing of the Lord makes rich."
He promised Israel saying, "l will bless your bread and your water," and why not bless your gold
and silver? Whatever has God’s blessing attached to, it will do us good. A little with God’s
blessing, will go a great way. Many receive money without gratitude, keep it without prayer, and
use it without a sense of responsibility. This is decidedly wrong, for it dishonors God, it depraves
the mind, and gives Satan an occasion against us.

Finally, Is the silver and gold the Lord’s? Then let us make a good use of it. Let us use it to
circulate God'’s word. To send out Christ’'s missionaries. To build sanctuaries for the Lord’s people.
To feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and make the widow's heart to sing for joy. Jesus thought so
little of it, that he trusted Judas, the only thief among the Apostles, with it. He kept the bag — there
was no sin in that; but he loved that which was put therein — there was sin in that.

Let us not hoard — what we should use; or lay up — what we ought to lay out. Let us not waste —
but frugally employ as Scripture dictates. He who uses what he has well, may expect to be
entrusted with more. But if we do not manage a little as we ought, it is not probable that God will
give us much. The best men have often been kept short — but it did not make them unhappy,
Peter said, "Silver and gold | do not have;" but he said it without one sigh of regret, or without one
anxious wish.

Beloved, let this subject have its proper influence upon our minds. Never perhaps was it more
necessary. It will be sure to do us good, if we rightly employ it. Whatever we have is the Lord’s. It
is lent us for a time. All that is temporal will soon be taken away from us again, for "naked came we
out of our mother's womb," and naked shall we soon leave this world. What we use for God’s
glory, and the good of souls — will be remembered with pleasure, and will be rewarded by the
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Judge of all. But what we have unduly hoarded and left behind us, will . . . . | say not what — but
leave the future to decide. "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto those who are of the household of faith." Let us not imitate the wicked and slothful
servant, who went and dug in the earth, and "hid his lord’'s money."

Let us receive all as from God,
let us hold all as belonging to God,
and let us use all for God.

Let us live daily in prospect of eternity. Let us commit the keeping of our souls to God in
well-doing. Let us do what good we can while we live, and thus endeavor to leave the world better
than we found it. Yes, let us so live, so act, and so die — as reasonably to expect our Lord and
Master to say to us, "Well Done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful over a few
things, | will make you ruler over many things." May it be even so. Amen.
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Chapter 47

45 He Had No Heart in Religion

He Had No Heart in Religion The conduct of many people, who are regular hearers of the Gospel,
is quite inexplicable. Why do they attend the means of grace? What do they expect from their
attendance? They hear prayers — but they never join in them. They listen to sermons — but they
are not much affected by them. If the minister warns — they are not alarmed. If he invites to Jesus
— they will not come. If he holds up the glorious promise of eternal life — they will not believe. If
he admonishes them to flee from the wrath to come — they will not attend to it. They are like the
church door, moving backward and forward — they make no progress, and feel very little more
concern. They are like the deaf adder that stops its ear, they refuse to hear the voice of the
charmer, charm he ever so wisely. Christ has become of no effect unto them. They seem to be
hardened by the very sound of mercy.

We look at them, we pity them, we pray for them, we speak pointedly to them — but it appears to
be without effect. Their state reminds me of what | read a short time ago, as follows: A Christian
minister relates: | was called to visit a death-bed of a regular attendant of my ministry, and began
to talk to him. "Stop!" said the dying man, "Go and tell the congregation that you have seen one
who is going to Hell, because he had no heart in religion!"

Here we have the mystery unraveled, the matter is made plain. "No heart in religion!" Yes, that is
it. And we have cause to fear that such is the state of thousands who regularly sit under the
Gospel. They hear of sin — but they have no heart to repent. They hear of Jesus — but they have
no heart to believe in him. They hear of God’s most gracious character — but they have no heart
to love him. If they unite in the hymn — the heart is not praising God. If they stand up during prayer
— they have no heart to pray. If they hear the Lord’s people telling of spiritual things — they have
no heart to join with them.

"No heart in religion!" What a dreadful state to be in, for there can be no religion without the heart;
and there can be no peace on earth, or prospect of Heaven, without true religion. In producing real
religion, the Lord changes the heart — and the result is, there is a change in our tastes, desires,
pleasures, and pursuits. Before, we were all heart for the world, for sin, for the prince of darkness;
now, we become all heart for pardon, holiness, and God. The nature being renewed — there is
both an inward and outward change. The man has heart, in prayer, in conversation on spiritual
subjects, and in all he undertakes for God. God dwells in his heart, and his heart finds its
happiness in God. He is never so much at home, as when God condescends to hold sensible
communion with him at the mercy-seat, or, when saints converse with him of their personal
experience of divine things.

"No heart in religion!" And what is religion without the heart? God asks, "My son, give me your
heart." Jesus testifies, "This people draws near unto me with their mouths, and with their lips they
honor me — but their heart is far from me, in vain do they worship me." All worship is vain without
the heart. God cannot approve of it, he will not accept it. Anything may be excused if the heart is
engaged — but nothing is accepted if the heart is not employed! The man is — as his heart is. He
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has therefore no real religion — if his heart is not in it. He may have the form — but it will avail him
nothing. He may have the name — but it only proves him to be deceived or a deceiver. Heartless
religion may do for health and ease — but it will not do in sickness or death. Then we shall need
something solid, something substantial; something that God's pure eyes will approve of,
something that will sustain us in prospect of the solemn realities of eternity. Religion in the heart,
and the heart in religion, will be necessary then; and no substitute for these can be found.

Friend, are you a hearer of the Gospel? Have you a place in the house of prayer, and a Bible in
your own house? Do you fill the one, and read the other? If so, let me ask you: Have you any heart
in religion? If not, let me urge you to think seriously of the matter, let the words of the poor dying
man referred to dwell in your thoughts, "I am going to Hell, because | had no heart in religion."
What must he have felt when he used these words? What must his minister, and his relations have
felt when they heard these words?

Going to Hell' To Hell!! What, to that place where hope expires, where despair seizes upon the
heart, where the worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched? To Hell!! That is where God’s wrath
burns like fire and brimstone, where Satan and his demons torment lost souls, where reflection on
mercies slighted, a Savior rejected, and being satisfied while there was no heart in religion, adds
tenfold to the torment of the lost soul forever.

Hell!l Going To Hell''! Why there is no deliverance from Hell. No jubilee trumpet is ever heard
there. No invitation of mercy is ever given there. There is no redemption from that state of slavery,
degradation, and torment! Eternity gives emphasis to every word in the dreadful sentence, and
point to every instrument of torture.

Going to Hell, and going there, Because he had no heart in religion!! How dreadful! Lying on a
dying bed, in the land of hope, surrounded by weeping friends and relatives, all anxious to minister
to his comfort, with the servant of Christ unfolding the Gospel to him — and yet fully persuaded
that he was going to Hell, because he had been satisfied with the form of godliness, without the
power; and a name to live, while he was dead. Can you imagine anything more affecting, more
alarming, more dreadful than this? But put yourself in his place, just suppose that it was your case.
For if it was his once, it may be yours before long. "Mine?" you say. Yes, yours! And something
similar to it will be yours, if you can be content to go on without any heart in religion.

O you heartless religionists, God’s mercy will not always linger over you! God’s justice will not
always hold back its sword from your blood! Soon, very soon it may be said, "The time is come,
the time that | should punish you!" Can your heart endure, or can your hands be strong — in the
day that God himself shall deal with you? Do not mistake his character. Do not presume on his
mercy. Do not imagine that a few heartless sighs, groans, or cries from your death-bed will turn his
heart toward you — after you have despised his mercy, and treated his word with contempt for
years. Do not conclude that because he has borne with you so long — therefore he will bear with
you forever. Some have thought so, and thousands have acted as though they did.

Hear him speak to such in his own word, "These things have you done, and | kept silence; you
thought that | was altogether such a one as yourself: but | will reprove you, and set them in order
before your eyes. "Consider this, you who forget God — or | will tear you to pieces, with none to
rescue!" Is there not something dreadful in this passage? Especially when we think of its coming
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from the heart and lips of an infinite God, whose prerogative it is to have mercy and forgive; and
whose name is love! But perhaps you may now say, "l wish | had heart in religion — but | feel so
dead, so cold, so indifferent to everything that is holy; that | fear | can never work my heart up to
the state required." You are right, you never will, you never can work up your heart to such a state;
but there is one promise in God’s book which just meets your case, you may take that and plead it
before God until he fulfills it in your experience — and then your heart will be in the state required
without any working of yours; it runs thus "I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; |
will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. | will give you a new heart and put
a new spirit in you; | will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And |
will put my Spirit in you and cause you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws!"
Ezekiel 36:25-27

Here the Lord promises the very thing you need, and Jesus says to you, "Ask, and you shall
receive; seek, and you shall find." Make up your mind then to this point, "I must have a new heart
— or perish; no one can give me this but God; he has promised to hear all who call on him, and to
be found by all who seek him. | have been reading of one who knew he was going to Hell because
he had no heart in religion, the Lord helping me, | am determined that shall never be my case, for |
will ask, seek, and agonize with God until | receive the blessing!"

Reader, of all delusions, beware especially of this: being satisfied with a religion without a heart; or
to go on having no heart in religion.
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Chapter 48
46 The Zealous Christian

The Zealous Christian "Be zealous!" Revelation 3:19

Coldness or lukewarmness in the ways of God, is peculiarly offensive to our Lord and Savior; for if
anyone deserves our whole hearts, if anyone ought to have the whole of our energies — it is
Jesus. He was very zealous for us. Zeal covered him as a garment. His zeal was very early
displayed, when he stood up for us in the everlasting covenant; engaging to be a Substitute,
Sacrifice, and Shepherd. And from the moment of his engagement, his zeal never abated. Zeal for
us characterized his whole life, and sustained him in the bitter pangs of his ignominious death.

Most zealously did he labor to work out a righteousness which would justify us before his Father,
and with equal zeal he presented himself before divine justice to suffer the due desert of our
crimes. He died for our offences, and so made an atonement for them; he arose for our
justification, and now, the moment we believe in him, we are justified from all things and forever.
He went into Heaven full of holy zeal, and there he zealously pleads our cause before his Father,
and enables us to say, "If when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son — much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life." Being thus zealous for us —
for our safety, honor, and true happiness — he wishes to see us zealous for him. Our indifference
grieves his loving heart. Our selfishness wounds him in a tender part. He expects us to be devoted
to him, consecrated to his service, and glowing with zeal to carry on his cause. Beloved Christian
friends, Jesus speaks to you, to me, to each, to all of us — and he says, "Be zealous!"

We should be zealous for the truth of the gospel.
It is God’s mind.

It is the revelation of the Savior’s love.

It is the remedy for the sinner’s woes.

It is the charter of the Church’s privileges.

It is dear to God’s heart.

It is watched over with a jealous eye.

It should be prized as inestimably valuable.

We should zealously defend the truth, for it is sure to be assailed by erroneous and ungodly men.
Not in a bitter spirit, not with anger; but in the Spirit of Jesus, with firmness and holy love, we ought
to "contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints."

Never let us give up one particle of truth — but endeavor to maintain it whole and entire. The truth
iS...

the mirror, in which God is seen;
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the map, on which our road is marked out;
the law, by which our duty is made plain;
let us therefore zealously defend it, nor ever tamely surrender any part of it.

We should zealously adorn it. "That they may adorn the teaching of God our Savior in everything!"
Titus 2:10. Not by the tinsel of human eloquence, or by trappings borrowed from heathen schools
— but by a consistent and holy walk. We ought to be living expositions of the truth. In our conduct
— the nature and tendency of the Gospel ought to be seen. By our meekness and gentleness,

by our fidelity and prudence,

by our self-denial and benevolence,

by our temperance and brotherly kindness,

by our patience and fervent love —

we ought to adorn the most holy truth of God!

God calls for it. Men expect it. The Gospel is calculated to produce it.

We should be zealous to spread it. It is too good to be kept to ourselves. It was never intended to
be confined to the Church. The world is the field in which this seed is to be sown. The whole race
of mankind is to be made acquainted with this divine revelation. Every creature, without one
solitary exception — is to be told of this good news. Every one who knows it — ought to publish it.
The whole Church, should be zealous to spread it over the face of the whole earth. Every believer
should be anxious to communicate it to all whom he possibly can.

It is the word of life — let us hold it fast.

It is the light of the world — let us place it on the candlestick.

It is the balm of life — let us send it wherever pain is felt, or sorrows are experienced.
If we are not zealous to defend the truth — can we know its value?

If we are not zealous to adorn the truth — can we understand its design?

If we are not zealous to spread the truth — can we sympathize with human misery, or desire to
spread God’s glory.

We should be zealous for the Lord’s people. They are precious in his sight. They are his jewels,
his special treasure. He loves them more than all the other productions of his power. His heart has
been set upon them from eternity.

Chosen for his own glory,
purchased by the precious blood of his only begotten Son,
sanctified and made the temples of his Holy Spirit —

he cares for them with the tenderest care.
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He wishes us . . .

to view them, just as he does,

to love them, just as he does,

to care for them, just as he does,

to act toward them, just as we would act toward him.

If therefore we are cold, distant, and haughty in our bearing toward them — it grieves him. If we do
not feel interested in their welfare, concerned for their comfort, and desirous of promoting their
holiness — he is, he must be, displeased with us.

We should be zealous to encourage them. They need it. They have enough to discourage them.
Satan, sin, and the world — unite to distress, beguile, or discourage them! They need our
tenderest sympathy, our brotherly affection, our kind attentions! Viewing them as the children of
God, as the members of the mystical body of Jesus, as the pupils of the Holy Spirit — we should
be zealous to encourage them in their way to the kingdom.

We should zealously assist them. Many of them are poor. Many of them are ignorant. Many of
them are afflicted. In these circumstances we ought not to require frequent applications, urgent
entreaties, or touching appeals; but our zeal should prompt us to search them out, to minister to
their necessities, to instruct their minds, and to endeavor to comfort them under their sufferings
and sorrows.

What is done to a believer — Jesus takes as done to himself. As we imagine therefore that if he
were on earth — we would zealously search him out, minister to his need, and if possible increase
his comforts — so ought we to do to his poor people. They are placed near us for this purpose.
They are thus so circumstanced, to test the reality and the power of our love.

We should zealously endeavor to cement them together. They are in reality — one body, one
flock, one family. Satan has divided them, and he endeavors by all means to keep them in a state
of division. Love is the cement of the Church. Not the love of opinions — but the love of people —
of all people who love Jesus. We must allow liberty of thought, opinion, and action — and we
should love ardently while we do so.

Here is one who thinks differently to me in the matter of Church government; he differs with me in
his opinion of certain points of minor doctrines; he acts differently to me in some practical matters
— but he is a sincere Christian. He believes in Christ, he walks in fellowship with God, his life and
conversation are holy. Then | must love him, and | ought zealously to endeavor to cement and
unite all such together, in the bonds of holy brotherhood.

Let us be zealously attached to the persons of the Lord’s people, notwithstanding their differences.
We must be viewing them in Christ, loving them for the sake of Christ, and endeavoring to bring
them closer and closer to each other. Happy is he who unites differing Christians together. But we
cannot think well of him who separates, alienates, and divides them.

We should be zealous for the Lord’s cause. He has a cause upon the earth. It is the cause of
holiness and truth. It is distinct from the world — but is intended to be a blessing to the world. It is
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called his Church. The Church in which he dwells, by which he works, through which he
communicates his blessings. Itis . ..

founded on Christ,

taught by the Holy Spirit,

ruled only by his word, and

intended to carry out his deep and divine purposes.

Every Christian is really identified with it, and should never look upon himself as isolated from it.
The cause of God is our cause — and our cause ought to be the cause of God.

We should be zealous therefore, to increase it. To bring sinners under the sound of the Gospel,
under the influence of the truth. To lead souls to Jesus, and then into the Church of God. Never
should we be satisfied until the largest promises of his word are fulfilled, until the most glowing
predictions are made good. Not one of the Lord’s family, male or female, should be happy — but
as employed, and employed to the full extent of their ability, in endeavoring to increase the empire
of the Messiah.

We should be zealous to support it. By our presence, by our prayers, by our influence, and by our
property. Silver and gold are given to us as God’s stewards, and we are to use them for His glory.
He often gives them, and then seems to leave us to ourselves, saying, "l will just see what you will
do with them." And what do many do? Look . . .

at their opulent homes,

at their lavish furniture,

at their plush clothes,

at their vain amusements,
at their expensive foods,
attheir.......

But | forbear!

Only just look on the other hand, at what they give to support the ministry, to assist missions, to
circulate the Bible, to distribute tracts, to relieve the poor, to supply the needs of the sick, etc. etc.
Can we say of such people, as Paul did of others, "None of us lives to himself?" If these are God’s
stewards — are they faithful? If ministers are their servants for Christ's sake, are they good
masters? If the poor believers are their brethren, are they at all like their elder Brother in their
conduct toward them? If there is no hope for sinners but through the Gospel, are they very anxious
that souls should be saved? The cause of God requires all our sympathy, influence, and untiring
support — but does it have it? Shall it in future have it? We should zealously identify ourselves
with it. To be one with Christ, how glorious! To be one with the cause of Christ, is only a little less
glorious! The one is the glory of the sun, the other is the glory of the moon.

Sermonindex.net | Page 190



God has identified his cause with himself, and he has identified his people with his cause. They
are to sustain it, to increase it, to perfect it. But this requires zeal. It will not be done without zeal. It
deserves our warmest zeal, our utmost endeavors. Cause of Jesus! may | be identified with you,
may | zealously support you, may | be instrumental in increasing you! To this may every believer
add, Amen and Amen!

Brethren, let us be zealous — for Satan is! He never tires, he never rests. Most zealously does he

contrive his plans,

lay his snares, and

watch his victims!

He goes about seeking whom he may devour.

Let us be zealous, for lost sinners are. See the money they spend, the labor they give, the means
they employ in the cause of sin and Satan! Their conduct ought to put us to shame.

Let us be zealous, for false teachers are. How active, how diligent, how persevering they appear in
propagating their error. They employ the tongue, the pen, the press, and the purse — in the most
lavish and unsparing manner. Let . . .

their conduct be our model,
their success our stimulus,
and their zeal our reproof.

Let us be zealous, for Jesus says, "l wish you were either cold — or hot." The zealous Christian is
sure of . . .

God’s blessing,

the approbation of his own conscience,

the opposition of Satan,

the frown of every lukewarm professor,

and the commendation of all godly people.

If therefore the truth is valuable,

if the saints are the excellent of the earth,

if the cause of God is worthy of our regard,

if Satan, if sinners, if erroneous men are zealous
— then let us be zealous too!

Let us warm our hearts at the fire of God’s love!
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Let us quicken our motives by a visit to the cross!
Let us sharpen our weapons by communion with the Spirit!

Let us seek the grace, the courage, the strength necessary at the mercy seat — and then let us
zealously fall to work. Let . ..

the work of God be our delight,

the welfare of our fellow-men be our aim,

and the glory of the Lord be our highest object!

Let us live in earnest. Let us live to purpose. By the shortness of time,

by the solemnities of death,

by the realities of eternity,

by the danger of lost sinners,

by the vigilance of Satan,

by the poor state of the Church,

by the character of the present times,

by the command of God,

by the example of primitive believers,

and by the counsel of the Lord Jesus —

let us stir up our hearts, and stir up one another to "be zealous."

"It is good," said Paul, "to be zealous, provided the purpose is good." Galatians 4:18.
If ever it was good — it is good now.

If ever it was called for — it is called for now.

If ever it was an honor to be zealous for God — it is an honor to be so now.
Brethren, the time is short, and "it is high time to awake out of sleep!" By the spread of Popery,
by the activity of infidelity,

by the condition of our cities,

by the needs of the Church,

by the woes of the world,

by the authority of God,

by the blood of the cross,
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by the promise of the Spirit,

by the prospect of success,

by the rest of the grave,

by the glories of Heaven,

by the terrors of Hell,

by the rewards of activity, and

by the condemnation of the lukewarm and the slothful

— allow me to beseech you, to "Be zealous!" Be zealous today — tomorrow you may die! Be
zealous in time — and in eternity you will rejoice that you have been so!
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Chapter 49

47 Nothing Too Hard for God!

Nothing Too Hard for God!
"There is nothing too hard for You!" Jeremiah 32:17

Jeremiah had to predict the long captivity of Israel and Judah; then he was directed to make a
purchase in the land that was to be laid desolate; and having done what the Lord commanded him,
deeply affected — he retired to pour out his heart before the throne of grace. Prayer fits us for our
most arduous duties — and is a sweet relief when duty has been performed. We never prize the
throne of grace — as we do when our hearts are overcharged with grief and sorrow, and no one
but our heavenly Father can give us relief.

How deep the devotion, how solemn the reverence manifested by this prophet. "Oh! Lord God,
behold; you have made the Heaven and the earth by your great power and stretched out arm —
there is nothing too hard for you!" God’s glorious works reveal his nature, and while they excite our
admiration, they should strengthen our faith, and draw out our souls in prayer. Meditations on
God’s greatness — should lead us to appeal to his goodness. When we see what he can do — we
should inquire what he has promised to do — and then go and plead with him to do for us
according to his word. There is nothing too hard for him. The appeal is to his understanding and
his strength.

There is nothing too difficult for God to DISCOVER. His eyes are in every place — beholding the
evil and the good. Nothing can elude his notice, or escape His all-seeing eye! All things are naked
and open before him with whom we have to do.

He discovers the true state of every HEART, though the heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked. Every heart lies naked and exposed before him. He fathoms its depths. He
turns over its intricate folds. He analyzes its dismal contents. He is fully acquainted . . .

with every principle that influences it,

with every thought that arises within it,

with every word and work that proceeds from it.
No one can hide his heart in secret from the Lord.

He discovers the winding course of the LIFE. How few pursue a strait-forward course. How apt we
are to veer aside like a broken bow. In looking back — we can see what strange turns, what
mysterious windings there has been in our paths. We scarcely saw them, or were not much
affected by what we saw at the time — although the most painful or pleasant events of our life
depended on them. But the Lord saw the whole, and while he disapproved of our wandering
disposition — he often came forward to prevent our ruin, and to overrule the most vexing events —
for our welfare!
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He discovers the true cause of our low estate. We cannot fully or certainly know the causes.
Sometimes we are ready to ascribe it to divine sovereignty, and sometimes to human
responsibility, and sometimes partly to the one and partly to the other. That the blessed Spirit is
grieved with us, there can be no doubt — but the exact cause of it, we do not perceive. But it is
fully known to the Lord; we may therefore . . .

go to him in childlike simplicity,

tell him how we feel,

appeal to his knowledge of the cause,
ask him to reveal it to us, and
graciously to deliver us from it.

He discovers the occasion of our doubts and fears. There is nothing in God’s character, or in
Christ’'s most precious Gospel, to lead us to doubt or fear — but just the reverse. And yet doubts
and fears harass and torment us! Why is it? Perhaps the Lord only fully knows. There may be
something physical that has to do with it. There may be something infernal. Nature and Satan may
unite to lead us thus to dishonor God. Distrust is the root of them. Distrust of God’s gracious word,
or of his faithfulness to make it good. It may be our besetting sin — this is the cause of more than
half our troubles!

O for confidence in God! His eye is upon the course pursued by every member of his Church. His
eye tracts us into our domestic circle and our prayer-closets; his eye follows us into our business,
our friendships, and our pleasures. He notices our faithfulness, and our neglects. He knows our
resistance to sin — or yielding to temptations. He approves, or disapproves — of every motive,
word, or action, that passes before his omniscient eye.

He discovers the work and the design of Satan. He keeps his eye upon his people’s grand foe.
However quietly the serpent may move, however deceitfully he may lay his snares, the Lord is
privy to the whole! Here lies our safety. The Lord is our keeper, and he who keeps us — neither
slumbers nor sleeps!

There is nothing too hard for God to EFFECT. "I know that you can do everything." "Is anything too
hard for me, says the Lord?" "He does according to his will among the armies of Heaven, and the
inhabitants of the earth.” "He works all things after the counsel of his own will." Nothing is too hard
for him! No change in providence, however it may appear improbable, or impossible to us. He
could bring water out of the flinty rock. He could supply quail to satisfy the wants, and gratify the
lusts of his people in the desert. He could feed Elijah for twelve months by ravens, and for two
years and a half more by a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in the widow’s cruse. He
could inundate Samaria with plenty — in the midst of famine and fearful desolation. If he wills it . . .

the fire shall not burn the three Hebrew youth,
nor the lions injure Daniel,

nor death hold Lazarus in the tomb.
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What he has done — he can do; for he is the same. And if necessary for the glory of his name —
he will do it, for he will not allow his name to be polluted.

"Providence" is simply God at work — at work for . . .
the accomplishment of his decrees,

the fulfillment of his promises,

the manifestation of his character, and

the present and eternal welfare of his people.
Hecan. ..

give whatever we need,

do whatever we need, and

glorify himself in giving to us, and working for us. No work of GRACE is too hard for the Lord. He
can breakthe hardest heart. Though it is petrified like the heart of Manasseh, or like the heart of
Saul of Tarsus — he can break, soften, and transform it by a word! He can bow the stubbornest
will; however determined and imperious it may be — it must yield at his command. Therefore it is
written, "Your people shall be willing in the day of your power."

He can enlightenthe darkest intellect. Where man has failed to instruct or impress another — God
has easily and wondrously shone upon the mind. He can warm the coldest professor. Though he
seems to have been born in an icehouse, and frozen into an iceberg — he can melt, warm, and
cause the bosom to glow with soft, winning, and tender love!

He can quickenthe most lethargic spirit. Where there appeared to be no energy, no power, no zeal
for God — he has inspired the individual with extraordinary activity in his cause, and concern for
his glory.

He can fructify the most unfruitful church, making "the wilderness like Eden; and the desert like the
garden of the Lord."

He can cultivate the most barren neighborhood. Where all appeared hopeless, and every effort
vain — for from the hardest stones, he can raise up children unto Abraham.

He can use successfully the feeblest instrument. Rams’ horns, shall bring down the walls of
Jericho. Trumpets, pitchers, and lamps, shall conquer the mighty army of Midian. The foolishness
of preaching shall save those who believe. The weakest saint, like the donkey’s jaw bone in the
hand of Samson — shall do wonders, slaying heaps upon heaps. Every 'instrument’ is just what
God makes it. Every ’agent’ accomplishes the mission whereunto God sends it.

See then, to whom we must LOOK. Not to creatures, not to circumstances, not to ourselves; but to
the Lord, for whom nothing is too hard. We cannot — he can. Creatures cannot — but he can with
ease.

See then, from what we must draw ENCOURAGEMENT. We have to do with one whose wisdom
is infinite, and whose power is omnipotent. He can do exceeding and abundantly above all that we
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ask or think. If God therefore bids us to do anything — let us set about it in his strength, depending
on his word. And if tempted to despond or relax our efforts, let us view him as associated with us,
and turning to him say, "There is nothing too hard for you!"

See then, to what we must APPEAL. To the almighty power of God — to his almighty ability to do
whatever he wills. We are not left to our own resources, or sent on a warfare at our own charges;
but the Lord our God goes with us as a mighty and awesome One, and therefore though in
consequence of our ignorance, weakness, and fear — we are liable to fail; yet through his
presence, power, and Spirit — we can do all things!

See then, of what you must BEWARE — of limiting the Lord. This was Israel’s sin, and for this they
had to smart, as we read, "Oh, how often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved
his heart in that dry wasteland! Again and again they tested God’s patience and provoked the Holy
One of Israel. They did not remember his power and how he rescued them from their enemies.
They did not remember his miraculous signs in Egypt, his wonders on the plain of Zoan!" Psalms
78:40-43 When Moses yielded to fear, and was guilty of questioning God’s ability to provide for
their needs in the wilderness — the Lord was vexed with him, and said, "Has my arm lost its
power? Now you will see whether or not my word comes true or not." It is at once offensive to God
and injurious to us — to limit the power of God on the one hand, or the mercy of God on the other.
He will act worthy of himself. He will display the infinite perfections of his nature, in his dealings
with men — but more especially with his own people.

See then, on what we should fix our FAITH. On the power of God as pledged to us in his precious
promises. If he can do whatever we need, we have then only to ask: "Has he promised to do it? or
do any of his promises warrant us to expect that he will do it?" If so, we may then go and ask him
to do it, and plead with him until he gives us what we ask, or something better in its stead.

See then, with what we should feed our HOPE. We hope for great things from God — but we
cannot hope for greater things than he is both able and willing to give. But at times our hope gets
feeble: we look at circumstances, at creatures, at our own vileness, or unworthiness — then up
springs questions, fears, doubts, and gloom! Now we must turn away from SELF entirely, and fix
the eye steadily on what God is, as a covenant God and Father in Jesus; upon what God has
promised in his word; and especially upon the great fact, that God can greatly glorify himself, by
doing great things for such great sinners as we are! This will . . .

strengthen our faith,
invigorate our hope, and
give us confidence and courage before God’s throne of grace.

We cannot ask God to do greater things than he has already done, or than he has promised to do
in his blessed word. His loving heart is larger than our most extensive wishes! His promises go
beyond our expectations. His power to discover what we need, and to do what he discovers to be
necessary — ought to fill us with joy and peace. We have to do with a God . . .

who is at peace with us,

whose love is fixed upon us,
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who rejoices in opportunities to do us good,

and who has all power over all worlds.

Let us then commit ourselves and all our affairs to him.

Let us carry all our problems to his footstool.

Let us seek his intervention whenever it is necessary.

Let us expect him to fulfill his word in our daily experience.

Let us put ourselves into his hands — that he may glorify himself in us and by us.
And, in all times of trouble, in all times of temptation, in all times of conflict;
when burdened with cares,

when tormented by Satan,

when persecuted by the world,

when neglected by friends,

when smarting under convictions of sin,

when laboring under discouragement,

when looking forward with apprehension to a dying hour or a judgment day

— let us remember for our comfort, that like Jeremiah, we may approach our Father’s throne and
say, "There is nothing too hard for you!" Therefore . . .

you can sustain me,

you can deliver me,

you can make me a conqueror — and more than a conqueror . . .
over every foe,

over every fear, and

over every inbred lust!

Let us place.. ..

God'’s power — against our weakness;
God'’s knowledge — against our ignorance,;
God’s mercy — against our misery;

Gods fullness — against our emptiness;

and so live by faith, walk by faith, fight the good fight of faith, and go on expecting "the end of our
faith, even the salvation of our souls." To God all powerful, to God only wise — be glory and honor,
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dominion and power, both now and forever! Amen.
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Chapter 50

48 The Love of the Spirit

The Love of the Spirit "The love of the Spirit" Romans 15:30 The fall has stripped human nature of
all that is really excellent, so that whatever is good in man, comes graciously from God.

Man has nothing good.
Man can produce nothing good.
He has become altogether filthy.

He is totally and entirely depraved. The Law may require — but he heeds not. The Gospel may
invite — but he regards not.

Judgments and mercies are alike powerless — because he is dead in trespasses and sins. The
Holy Spirit alone can change the heart, and he does so, not by baptism — but by the direct putting
forth of his power within us. The operation is secret — but it is made known by a visible change in
the course and conduct. He imparts . . .

a power that will work,

a life that will appear,

a light that will shine,

a nature that will show itself.

He brings us to the Law which convinces and condemns us — and then he leads us to the Gospel
which acquits and comforts us. He . . .

reveals Christ to us,

forms Christ in us, and

sets Christ before us —

and then we . . .

live upon Christ,

live for Christ, and

strive to live like Christ.

He sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, and then . . .
we love God and his adorable Son,

we love the people of God, and

have only benevolent feelings, toward the whole human race.
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Love is the unquestionable proof and evidence of real religion, and this love is from the Holy Spirit,
who is "the Spirit of love." The Spirit loves all the chosen and redeemed people. His love runs in
the same channel as the love of the Father and the Son — it has the same objects, and aims at
the same end. The love of the Spirit is free. He loves us without anything in us to induce him to do
so — just because he will love us. His eye saw no good thing in us — and yet his heart glowed
with infinite love to us. He loved us and determined to make us holy — not because he foresaw
that we should be holy. All the difference that there is between us — and others; or between what
we are now — and what we were once — is to be traced up to the love of the Spirit — His free and
sovereign love. The love of the Spirit is fixed. It has its specific objects, and those objects are the
Lord’s people — all who are chosen by the Father, and redeemed by the precious blood of the
Son. The love of the Godhead is one, and the love of each of the Divine Persons is fixed upon the
same objects, and aims at the same ends. As there is unity of nature, there must also be unity in
the exercise of the Divine perfections, and unity in the purposes, plans, and operations of the
Divine mind. The love of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — is the love of one infinitely pure,
perfect, and divine nature; but it is the love of three distinct persons in that nature. As the nature is
one, and the persons are united — the love of each person must be the same in reference to its
objects, energy, and end. The Father loved and chose us to everlasting life,

the Son loved and died to redeem us from death, and

the Holy Spirit loved and quickened us from a death in sin to a life of righteousness. The love of
the Spirit is faithful. It never changes. It never can change. "He is in one mind — and who can turn
him?" Whom he loves — he loves unto the end. There is not one in Hell today — who was ever the
object of his sovereign love; nor will there be one missing among the glorified at last — whom he
loved with his everlasting love. His love was free to fix upon its objects; but being fixed — it is
settled forever. He engaged in covenant to save, he gave his word of promise that he would save;
and his covenant will he not break, nor alter that which is gone out of his mouth. "It is impossible
for God to lie." As the Son faithfully fulfilled his engagement to lay down his life for his sheep — so,
the holy and ever-blessed Spirit, will faithfully fulfill his engagement to quicken, sanctify, and guide
to glory, the whole Church. The love of the Spirit is fervent. It is glowing love. There is an
omnipotent power, a divine intensity in it. It is love that never cools, that never can cool. Love
stronger than death, than anything out of God. Loving Spirit, shine upon my poor dark soul,
strengthen my poor feeble powers, that | may take in clear, correct, and honorable views of your
divine, infinite, and eternal love! He is The love-producing Spirit. All spiritual love is from the Holy
Spirit. It is a supernatural production. He . . .

reveals God to us in the person of his Son,

exhibits him before us in his lovely attributes, perfections, and characters,
causes his love to flow into our hearts,

and thus produces love to him in return.

"We love him — because he first loved us." And we never love him, until we realize that he has
loved us. The love that rises from our hearts to him — is the effect of the love that flows from his
heart to us.
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He reveals Jesus to us in his glorious person, finished work, and tender sympathy. He shows us
how he has loved us, and whispers, "He loves you now!" This inflames our hearts with love to him.
We see him living for us, dying for us, interceding for us, coming in glory to receive us to himself —
and we cannot but love him.

He reveals to us the true excellency, dignity, and privileges of the saints. He sets them before us
as...

the excellent of the earth,
the objects of the Father’s love,
the purchase of the Son’s blood,

and the appointed heirs of Heaven. And then we feel love rising up in our hearts to them — we
love them for Christ’'s sake, and for what we perceive to be excellent and lovely in them. Thus we
come to "know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.”

He shows us the miserable, dangerous, and pitiable state of lost sinners. He reminds us that they
are our brethren by nature, and that we were once involved in the same misery, and exposed to
the same condemnation. And then pity, compassion, and love arises in our hearts toward them,
and we long to do them good, endeavor to bring them to the Gospel, or send the Gospel to them
— that they may taste, see, and enjoy the privileges that we do ourselves. Thus, what is presented
to the sanctified and enlightened understanding — affects the heart; the affections become
influenced and changed; we who were once "hateful and hating one another," are filled with love to
all, and are concerned to do them good. By humbling views of ourselves,

by realizing views of the cross of Christ,
of the throne of glory, and
of the horrors of Hell as our desert —

love is excited, strengthened, and drawn forth; and we love God supremely, his people with a love
of delight, and lost sinners with a love of pity and compassion.

See then, how true Christians are known:

not by correct views of doctrine,

not by mere moral behavior,

not by the observance of certain religious rituals

— but by love. Have what we may — without love we are nothing. Lack what we may, with this
holy principle ruling and reigning in our hearts and lives, we "are manifestly declared to be the
epistles of Christ."

See what the Church, what we all need — the Spirit of love — the love-producing Spirit. We have
gifts, we have wealth, we have learning, we have members — but we lack love. Pure, spiritual,
holy love; such as the early Christians possessed, which caused their heathen persecutors to
exclaim, "See how these Christians love one another!"
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There is a mighty power in love — a convincing, a silencing, a winning power in love. Love
conquers, when nothing else will. It is mighty to conquer others — but is unconquerable itself.

See what it is that we should daily pray for, "The love of the Spirit" — that the Holy Comforter
would come down and . . .

fill every Christian’s heart,

regulate every professor’s life, and
make us all remarkable for love.

Let but this blessing be granted, and . . .
our strifes would cease,

our breaches would be healed, and
our divisions would come to an end!
Then we would be but . . .

one body,

one flock,

one army,

one Church.

Then each would not only be prepared — but anxious to help another; and if necessary we would
be ready to "lay down our lives for the brethren."

See, how we may know that we have received the Holy Spirit. If love to God, love to Jesus, love to
saints, and love to the souls of sinners — rules in our hearts — then there is the Holy Spirit. No
one but a Divine Agent could produce such a change — and the Divine Agent that does this, is the
Holy Spirit. Thus our regeneration is proved, our election is unquestionable — and our doubts and
fears would die. We would have no slavish fear of God, for such "perfect love" would "cast out
fear." The peace of God would rule in our hearts,

the cross would lie easy on our shoulders,

the prospect of glory would brighten before our eyes,
and solid happiness would be our portion!

If therefore we would honor God,

if we would obey the Savior,

if we would silence gainsayers,

if we would elevate the Church of God in the world,

if we would constrain the world to believe that our religion is divine
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— then let us with one heart, with one voice, as one man, unite to plead with God, that he would
pour out his Holy Spirit upon us as "the Spirit of love."

Holy and ever-blessed Spirit, let it please you to fill the writer's heart, with your own sweet love;
and fill each reader’s heart with it, fill the heart of every member of the One Church with the same
—so that. ..

Jesus may be glorified,
Satan dethroned,
the adversaries of the cross confounded,

and paradise be restored to earth!

Sermonindex.net | Page 204



€SI index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

» 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
» 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
» 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

» Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net

Sermonlndex.net | Page 205



