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3. DOCTRINE AND DUTY OF SELF-EXAMINATION.

4. ON THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. TO WHICH IS ADDED THE REVELATION OF GOD’S
RIGHTEOUSNESS. BY

J. A. HALDANE.

LONDON:

PRINTED BY GEORGE MITTON, (SUCCESSOR TO EDWARD VARTY).
27, CAMOMILE STREET, E.C.

1878.

ORIGINAL INTRODUCTION

TO THE FOUR -TREATISES. THE Author of this little volume deems no apology necessary for its
publication. It consists of four short Treatises on subjects connected with the eternal welfare of
every individual of the human race; and the writer considers it to be the duty of every believer in
Christ, to endeavor, by all the means in his power, to call the attention of his fellowsinners to the
glorious gospel of his God and Savior. In the first of the following Treatises the writer has
attempted---how feebly he is well aware---to point out some part of the Divine Wisdom, as
displayed in the Mystery of Redemption. This is a subject of boundless extent---a subject too
immense for the intellect of an angel to grasp in all its grandeur---but at the same time one which
ought habitually to occupy our minds. In the Incarnation of the Son of God is displayed the
immensity of the misery of man, as occasioned by the fall, by the immensity of the Remedy which
was necessary to restore him to happiness. Here then we may meditate with profit, and under the
influence of the Holy Spirit, learn that wisdom which cometh from above. In the second Treatise is
attempted an illustration of one of the most beautiful pieces of Poetry recorded in the sacred
volume. The Author considers, that a part of that Psalm, entitled "The Prayer of Moses," refers, not
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as is perhaps most generally supposed, to man’s returning to the dust, but to the Resurrection at
the last day---and he has accordingly endeavored to support this view by a reference as well to
other passages of scripture, as to the context. May the remarks which arose out of the
consideration of this Psalm, by the blessing of God, prove useful in establishing the believer in his
most holy faith, and in showing to some poor sinner the freeness and the efficacy of that gospel
which can alone enable us to live with comfort, and support us in that hour when the world, with all
its enchantments, is receding from our eyes, and we are about to appear before the Lord of the
Universe. The third Treatise on the Doctrine and Duty of Self-examination, was originally
published in the year 1806. A new edition has been repeatedly asked for, and the Author hopes
that this attempt to enforce a most important duty will not be the less acceptable because it does
not appear in a separate form. The last Treatise is on the Faith of the Gospel; it was written many
years ago, and is now published without alteration. It was the aim of the writer to remove, so far as
he was able, that obscurity in which he considered this subject to have been occasionally
involved---to show that the mind of the Christian ought not, in the Examination of his Faith, to be
so much occupied with the manner as with the substance of his belief---to show that the gospel
cannot be really believed merely speculatively, and that those who either trust to their Faith as an
act, or to their clear views of the Nature of Faith, instead of fixing their attention on the great Object
of Faith, are alike entangled in a grand and most fatal error.

Before concluding these remarks, the writer cannot but advert to the different characters of those
into whose hands these pages may possibly come. It is a melancholy consideration, that the
largest proportion of the people who live in a country where the gospel is preached, are borne
along the current of life, forgetful of God, and regardless of eternity.---Such unconcern In a matter
that regards their everlasting happiness or misery, is indeed calculated to inspire awe as well as
amazement. Whether he engages in the pursuit of wealth, or enters on the race of
ambition---whether he devotes himself to the attainment of knowledge, or surrenders himself to the
allurements of pleasure---observe the eagerness with which man grasps at earthly happiness. And
is it not astonishing, that while he knows death is approaching, and that a frail and uncertain life
alone separates him from the unseen world, he can deliberately thrust aside the thought of
eternity, as if it were possible to annihilate it by ceasing to entertain it in his thoughts. If men would
act on their own maxims in regard to religion, they would at once confess that such conduct is
irrational, shocking to common sense, and in the highest degree criminal. Does not this
inconceivable blindness to his own interest, as it has been well remarked by the profound Pascal,
prove the truth of Christianity, and show how strange a revolution has been wrought on man by the
fall.

There are others who advance a step farther, and openly avow their disbelief in Christianity. It
would be to little purpose to argue with those who triumph in their infidelity, and attempt, in spite of
the secret warnings of conscience, to brave their Maker, and "rush upon the thick bosses of Je-
hovah’s buckler." But if we could imagine anyone who entertained doubts on this subject, and was
yet desirous of information, we would direct him to that book to Which) all have access, and desire
him to read it with attention, and then pronounce whether it can possibly be a forgery. We would
desire him to look at the long succession of prophecies, at the end of two thousand years
centering in Jesus Christ: we would desire him to look at the life, the miracles, the discourses, the
death and resurrection of the redeemer; we would desire him to look at his apostles, chosen from
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among the poor fishermen of Galilee, and commissioned to preach that gospel which has
overturned idolatry, superstition, and the systems of false philosophy, wherever it has come: we
would desire him to look at the history of Jews, and compare it with their present condition,
scattered as they are all over the world, and yet preserved in a state of complete separation---and
after looking at this standing testimony to the miraculous power of God, we would desire him to
turn to the prophecies which are now being fulfilled, and observe the progress which the gospel is
making---a progress which, like the advancing tide, may occasionally have appeared to be
changed for a receding impulse, but which will certainly go forward till the knowledge of the Lord
cover the whole earth.---We would further desire the man we have supposed, to look at the
sanctifying effect which this doctrine produces in the lives of those who embrace it---and then we
would ask, if demonstration itself ought to produce a firmer conviction on the mind.

There is another class of men, and it is to be feared not a small one, who do not altogether neglect
religion, who profess to believe in Christianity, and who, notwithstanding, pervert and
misunderstand the gospel. They are zealous for the cause of morality, and apprehensive lest the
freeness of the gospel-offers of pardon should lead to licentiousness. They therefore erect for
themselves a system in which they make salvation through Christ a sort of consequence attendant
on, or at best the concomitant of, good, works. But they err, not knowing the scriptures. His honor
God will not give unto another, and there is none other name given under Heaven whereby men
can be saved, but the name of His beloved Son. "Without faith it is impossible to please God,"
(Hebrews 11:6) and "Faith is the gift of God." (Ephesians 2:8) Until therefore we are endowed with
this gift, no action we perform can be rewarded by the God of infinite purity. We may attribute our
good works to God, as did the Pharisee, when he thanked God (Luke 8:11) on this very account;
but if we do not come to Christ upon the same footing as did the thief upon the cross, we may rest
assured that we are in some secret way flattering our pride, and building upon some "other
foundation than that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus." (1 Corinthians 3:11) "Oh the pre-
sumptuous vanity," it is well remarked by an eloquent writer, (Essay on Faith, by Thomas Erskine,
Esq. p. 116.) whose words | am happy to quote, "Oh the presumptuous Vanity of men, who would
dream of inventing a defense for the interests of holiness, better and securer than that which God
himself has appointed.”

It were an endless task to point out the different ways in which men pervert and misapply the
doctrine of our blessed Savior. But the author is happy to think, that there are also many who
receive the truth in the, love of it; who are not ashamed of the gospel, but are prepared to follow
their Master through good and through bad report. Should the following pages be useful to a single
individual, in awakening him from false security, in confirming his faith, in removing his doubts, in
"stirring up his pure mind by way of remembrance,” or in enlarging his views of the wisdom and
glory of God, the writer will feel himself highly honored, and the object of this publication will be
fully answered.

George-street, Edinburgh,

June 13, 1823.
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Chapter 3

01.01. Treatise 1 - The Wisdom of God Displayed in the Mystery of
Redemption

Treatise 1 - The Wisdom of God Displayed in the Mystery of Redemption THE WISDOM OF GOD
DISPLAYED IN THE MYSTERY OF REDEMPTION. THE most distinguished period in the history
of Israel as a nation, may unquestionably be traced to the reign of Solomon. The boundaries of his
empire, stretching over the whole extent of the promised land, extended from the border of Egypt
to the banks of the Euphrates (Compare Genesis 15:18 with 2 Chronicles 9:26.)---his
extraordinary talents made him the object of universal admiration, and secured for his people the
blessings of peace and prosperity, while his glory was spread over all the world. To this era,
associated as it was with every circumstance of national grandeur, the descendants of Abraham
have always looked back with the fondest emotions of regret. But in no part of the history of
Solomon---as we find it recorded in the word of God---is there a scene half so brilliant and
imposing as that presented to our view in the account of the dedication of the Temple.

There we behold a young accomplished and illustrious monarch, by whose unrivalled wisdom and
vast resources, a structure, perhaps the most magnificent the world ever saw, had just been
completed, kneeling in the midst of his assembled subjects, and supplicating the God of Israel to
take possession of his house. The Lord had promised to dwell in the midst of his chosen people;
he had marked out the spot on which his temple was to be built; (1 Chronicles 22:1, & 2 Chronicles
3:1.)---it had been constructed according to the pattern communicated to David by the Holy Spirit,
(1 Chronicles 28:12-19.) and there was no room to suspect that Jehovah would not make it his
abode. But this did not preclude the necessity of prayer. Prayer does not imply any distrust in the
faithfulness of our heavenly Father; his promises must always be the foundation of our petitions,
and the stronger our faith is, the more fervent will be our supplications. (Ezekiel 36:37. James
1:6-7. 2 Samuel 7:27. Matthew 15:22-28.) Of this the prayer of Solomon affords a striking and
most beautiful example. He earnestly beseeches the God of Israel to descend and fulfill his
promise to David, and at the same time he evinces the most perfect confidence in the faithfulness
of Him who is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. He seems to behold his prayer already
accomplished, and the Lord of the Universe descending to sojourn in this world. No wonder then
that Solomon, overwhelmed and transported with the thought, should exclaim, "But will God in
very deed dwell with men on the earth." (2 Chronicles 6:18.) We do not stop to inquire in what
sense Solomon understood the words, which, under the influence of the Spirit, he was led to
employ. We are taught that the prophets did not always comprehend the meaning of their own
predictions. (John 11:49-61. 1 Corinthians 2:9-10.) and that, on some occasions at least, they
were commanded to be satisfied with knowing that the revelation of the divine purposes was not
given so much for their own instruction, as for the sake of those who should live in after ages. (1
Peter 1:10-12.) Certain it is, that this remarkable passage implies the expectation of that
astonishing event---the accomplishment of which was reserved for these latter days. That GOD
should condescend "to dwell with men on earth"---that HE should assume the form of a weak and
fallen creature---that HE should submit to all the pains and sorrows which mortality is heir
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to---might well excite the wonder and amazement of the universe. Truly it is a thing which never
could have entered into the heart of men or angels, had not the Most High himself revealed it by
his Spirit. And yet in this act of condescension-in the incarnation of the Savior---in God "dwelling
with men on the earth"---there is a display of power and wisdom so vast and incomprehensible,
that the more we meditate upon it the more shall we be disposed to exclaim with the apostle, "Oh
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out.” (Romans 11:32)

It is the object of these pages to illustrate some of the important ends which were designed by
Providence in "God’s dwelling with men on the earth"---but in order that we may the more fully
understand the subject, it seems necessary previously to notice a few of the intimations by which
God was pleased to signify his gracious purpose, and to mark the accomplishment of the grand
event.

Every attentive reader of scripture must have been struck with the repeated instances there
recorded of the manifestation of God in human form. On one occasion, Jehovah, attended by two
angels, appeared to Abraham, and condescended to partake of the food which the Patriarch had
prepared while ignorant of the quality of his guests. The two angels proceeded towards Sodom,
and the Lord remained, and revealed himself to Abraham. (Genesis 18:1-33.)

God afterwards appeared to Jacob as a man, and the name of the place was in consequence
called Peniel; "for," said Jacob, "I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved." (Genesis
32:24-30) Various other exhibitions of God in human form are mentioned, and in these was given
a striking intimation that the only-begotten of the Father should be partaker of flesh and blood, and
that God should in very deed dwell with men on the earth.

Again, God not only promised to be the King of Israel, and to dwell among them, but commanded
a tent to be erected for his habitation. Into this tent (or tabernacle) the priests alone were permitted
to enter. Besides other furniture, it had a golden candlestick, with seven lamps, which were
constantly kept burning, and a table on which twelve loaves of bread were placed, which were
exchanged for fresh loaves on the Sabbath. Solomon afterwards built the temple, which was the
palace of the King of Israel, (1 Chronicles 29:1.) and was furnished in the same manner as the
tabernacle. In it the shew-bread continued to be placed, and the priests to minister. Here then was
a palace built, food provided, and household servants waiting for the coming of the King of Israel,
the King of Glory, the Lord of Hosts (Psalms 24:10.) and thus it was plainly intimated that God was
in very deed to dwell with men on the earth. The same astonishing event was foretold by the
prophets; and of this the context of the passage we have quoted from the prayer of Solomon
furnishes a proof. God had sworn with an oath to David, "that of the fruit of his loins, according to
the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne." (Acts 2:30.) Solomon entreats that this
promise may be accomplished: "Now therefore, Oh Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant
David my father that which thou hast promised him saying, there shall not fail thee a man in my
sight to sit upon the throne of Israel; yet so that thy children take heed to their way, to walk in my
law as thou hast walked before me. Now then, Oh Lord God of Israel, let thy word be verified,
which thou hast spoken unto thy servant David." But as if overwhelmed with the consideration of
the magnitude of the promise, he exclaims, "But will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth:
Behold, the heaven of heavens cannot contain thee: how much less this house which | have built.
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(2 Chronicles 6:16-18.)

Thus the accomplishment of the promise to David, that that should not fail him a man to sit upon
the throne of Israel, is connected in the scripture, which "cannot be broken, (John 10:35) with God
in very deed dwelling with men on the earth; and this exactly corresponds with the apostolic
explanation of a part of the same promise, "l will be his father, and he shall be my son" (2 Samuel
7:14.) which is quoted as a decisive proof of Christ’s superiority to the angels. (Hebrews 1:5.)

Isaiah foretold that the virgin’s son should be called Immanuel, (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23.) which
being interpreted, is God with us; "unto us," says the same prophet, " a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. (Isaiah
9:6-7.) "Behold the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his
reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall lead his flock like a shepherd." (Isaiah
40:10-11; compare Luke 1:76, with John 10:11.)

Micah at once informs us of the dignity of the Redeemer, and the place of his birth. "But thou
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting." (Micah 5:2.)

Malachi thus predicts the coming of Jehovah to the house, which as we have already seen, was
prepared for him. "Behold, | will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me, and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger (or angel) of the
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts." (Malachi 3:1.) The
same prophet having foretold the coming of the Messiah, under the title of the Sun of
Righteousness, adds, "Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord:" (Malachi 4:6.) and we learn from an infallible commentator, that this
refers to John the Baptist, who was the forerunner of the Messiah. (Matthew 17:10-12.)

Such are some of the numerous predictions that God was in very deed to dwell with men on the
earth, which received their full accomplishment in Jesus Christ.---That Jesus united in his
wonderful person both the Divine and human nature, we learn from various parts of the New
Testament. The apostle John, after describing him as the Word, who was with God, and was God,
as having been from the beginning, and having created all things without exception, as the
fountain of life, proceeds, "and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14.) Paul
characterizes him as over all, God blessed forever; (Romans 9:6.) as God manifest in the flesh; (1
Timothy 3:16.) worshipped by all the angels of God, seated for ever on this throne; the great
Creator of heaven and earth. (Hebrews 1:6, Hebrews 1:10.) Many ether passages might be
mentioned, in which this fundamental truth is explicitly declared; but, as has been well observed,
the doctrine of the Divinity of Christ is established, not merely by particular passages, but is so
wrought into the whole texture of scripture, that it cannot be denied without destroying the whole
fabric. (Dr. Priestly admitted, that were this doctrine found in the scriptures, he would not hesitate
to pronounce them a forgery. What a striking comment on such passages as 1 Corinthians 2:14, 1
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Corinthians 3:18; Luke 18:17.)

Thus were the predictions that God should dwell with men on the earth fulfilled in Jesus.---Thus
did he, who stretched out the heavens as a curtain, and laid the foundations of the earth, by an act
of condescension, at once unparalleled and overwhelming, stoop to enter this world, to be born of
a woman, and appear in the likeness of sinful flesh. And how was the Savior received? Was his
appearance welcomed by the grateful hosannahs of the sons of men? Was he worshipped and
adored as "God manifest in the flesh?" Was he hailed as the deliverer of mankind from the cruel
thraldom of Satan? Or, at all events, did not the chosen people of God recognize in him their long
expected king and prophet; and when they heard of his birth, did they not, like the Eastern Magi,
hasten to present their offerings as the tribute of their homage? Oh no! He came to his own, but
his own received him not; he was despised and rejected of men---a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief. Here then we may see portrayed in living characters the wickedness of the
human heart, and how it is led captive by the Prince of Darkness. Had the Son of God occupied a
palace-had he, like Solomon, been surrounded with worldly pomp and grandeur---had he
employed that power by which he controls the universe in the exaltation of his friends, and the
destruction of his enemies, he would have been admired and caressed. But he was meek and
lowly; he not only assumed our nature, but was among men as one that serveth. (Luke 22:27.) He
thus pathetically describes his situation in a world which he had called into existence: "The foxes
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head."
(Matthew 8:20.) He never courted the approbation of the world, but testified of it that its works
were evil. He came for the purpose of delivering his people from the destruction to which, in con-
sequence of sin, it is irreversibly doomed, and he poured contempt on all that it bestows on its
votaries. He consequently appeared in the eyes of those who were blinded by the god of this
world, as having no form nor comeliness; but in the midst of his humiliation, the moral splendor
with which he was invested totally eclipsed all that is esteemed among men.

Nothing could more strongly mark the opposition of heaven and earth, than the birth, the life, and
death of Jesus. His mother could find no room in the inn, his birth-place was a stable, and his
cradle a manger. Here he lay in our world, unnoticed and unknown, while a multitude of the
heavenly host celebrated his praise, and united in the rapturous song to which his nativity gave
rise, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men." (Luke 2:14.) When
he came to be baptized, his presence attracted no attention; there was no external pomp to
distinguish him from the surrounding multitude; but his Father's eye was upon him,-and while the
Holy Spirit descended in a bodily shape, and rested on him, the voice of the Almighty proclaimed
him to be his only-begotten son, in whom he delighted.---With wicked hands men nailed him to the
cross. Stripped of his garments, and numbered with the transgressors, the Savior was exposed to
the gaze of the people: but the sun withdrew his light, and a veil of supernatural darkness
shrouded the agonizing sufferer. A stranger provided him a tomb; but the angels who had attended
him through life watched over his body. A stone was rolled to the mouth of the sepulcher; it was
sealed and made sure, and a guard stationed to prevent the approach of his disciples. But the
angel of the Lord descended and broke the seal; his countenance was like lightning, and his
raiment white as snow; and for fear of him the keepers did quake, and became as dead men. He
announced to the women the joyful tidings of the resurrection of the Son of God, and showed them
the place where the Lord of life had lain.
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Thus, while the sons of earth combined to pour contempt on the Savior, the inhabitants of heaven
were always at hand to testify their profound veneration of him, who is the King of kings, and Lord
of lords.

What then, we may inquire, were the ends contemplated in this astonishing act of condescension?
Surely it was to accomplish no ordinary purpose in the government of the universe, that the Savior
of the world left the throne of his Father’s glory, and condescended to dwell with men on the earth.

1. One grand end which it contemplated was, to reconcile the unbending principles of the Divine
justice and truth with the salvation of an innumerable multitude of the human race. The nature of
man is wonderful, and forms a link between the spirits around the throne, and the beasts that
perish. Possessing appetites in common with the lower animals, he is capable of knowing, loving,
and holding communion with his Creator. At once allied to earth and heaven, he was placed in a
situation exactly adapted to his constitution. He dwelt in Eden, where, surrounded by the beauties
of nature, and every object that was calculated to gratify the senses, his Creator revealed himself
as the great Proprietor, to whom alone his homage was due. God granted him permission freely to
eat of the trees of the garden, with the exception of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The
penalty attached to disobedience was death, and thus was Adam taught his entire dependence on
God, for life and all its enjoyments.

Adam presumed to disobey, and God is not a man that he should lie or the son of man that he
should repent: the word had gone out of his mouth that the wages of sin is death, and both his
truth and justice stood pledged for the infliction of the penalty. But the Lord regarded guilty man
with pity; his rebellion was indeed inexcusable, but he had fallen into the snare of one who,
glorying in the elevated rank which he once held in the scale of being, had said, "l will ascend
above the height of the clouds; | will be like the Most High." He beguiled Eve by his subtlety, and
imagined that he had completely blasted this lower creation, and forever alienated man from God.
And was it not so? Had not man subjected himself to the curse, and who could redeem him from
death? Ouir first father was created in the image of God; but in casting off his allegiance he had at
once lost the image, and forfeited the favor of his Maker. His children were begotten in his own
likeness, after his image, condemned and accursed, having their understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of
their heart; (Ephesians 4:18; Ephesians 2:3.) consequently by nature the children of wrath.

Such were the awful circumstances in which Adam'’s posterity were placed. Truth and justice not
only required that man should bear his merited punishment; he was also incapable of enjoying
happiness. God is the fountain of joy; in his favor is life, but man had forfeited his favor, and ren-
dered himself incapable of holding communion with his Creator. The carnal mind is enmity against
God, for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. (Romans 8:7.)

Light and darkness are not more opposite than God and sin; he is of purer eyes than to behold
evil, and cannot look on iniquity; (Hebrews 1:13.) he sits upon the throne of his holiness, he
pervades the universe, and his providence equally extends to the greatest events and to the most
minute circumstances. Whither then should the sinner fly from his presence?---or where should he
find a place where he may indulge with impunity his appetite for sin? "Though they dig into hell,
thence shall mine hand take them; though they climb up to heaven, thence will | bring them down:
and though they hide themselves in the top of Carmel, | will search and take them out thence; and
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though they be hid from my sight in the bottom of the sea, thence will | command the serpent, and
he shall bite them." (Amos 9:2-3.)

Whether then we consider the justice, truth, and unchangeableness of God, or man'’s incapacity of
enjoying happiness, his state after the fall appeared to be completely without hope. He was neither
able nor desirous of restoring himself to the friendship of God, and there seemed to remain
nothing but "a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation." Our first parents
anticipated their doom, and when, in the cool of the evening, they heard the voice of God---that
voice which they had never before heard but with feelings of holy joy---attempted to hide
themselves amidst the trees of the garden. When summoned into his presence, they were con-
strained to acknowledge their guilt; and while the Lord informed them that they should eat of the
fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices, that they should spend their days in
sorrow, and, afterwards return to the dust, he promised them a Savior, who should overcome their
great adversary; and thus a door of hope beyond the grave was opened for fallen man. The
woman had been first in the transgression, and was doomed to bring forth children in sorrow; but
from her the promised Savior was to spring. He was then to be a man. But we are shapen in
iniquity and conceived in sin, (Psalms 51:5.) every imagination of the thoughts of the heart of man
is only evil continually, (Genesis 6:5.) and was it possible that any individual of such a race could
save his brethren? No, none of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a
ransom for him. (Psalms 49:7.)

What then was to be done? Must an angel unite himself with fallen man---be born into our world,
and save our ruined race? Must an angel make atonement for our transgressions, restore the
honor of God’s broken law, endure the curse under which we lay, and thus take the prey from the
mighty, and deliver the lawful captive? No, the highest created being is as much dependent on his
Maker as the worm that crawls upon the ground. He is in the situation which the Almighty has
assigned to him, and in it he must remain. He holds his existence at God’s good pleasure, and has
neither the right nor the power to dispose of himself. Were he to submit to the lowest degradation
for the glory of God, he would but answer the end of his creation; he would still be an unprofitable
servant, and his goodness could not extend to his fellow-creatures.

It only remained that God himself should undertake the work; that he should assume our nature;
and that by a life of the most unsullied purity, as well as by bearing the curse pronounced on sinful
man, he should magnify the law which we had broken, and thus open a way in which the righteous
Governor of the universe might receive into favor all whom the Redeemer should acknowledge as
brethren. A body was therefore prepared in the womb of the virgin, and the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. Although he appeared in the likeness of
sinful flesh, he was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. During life it was his
meat and drink to do the will of his heavenly Father, and he offered himself to God for a sacrifice of
a sweet-smelling savor. Being in the form of God, he thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient
to death, even the death of the cross. (Php 2:6-8) No man took his life from him; he laid it down - of
himself. He had power to lay it down, and he had power to take it again; (John 10:18.) he was a
voluntary sacrifice; and thus did he restore what he took not away. God laid on him the iniquities of
his people, and he bore them all to the land of forgetfulness.
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Adam lost the divine image, and died as a transgressor. Jesus, the brightness of the Father’s
glory, and the express image of his person, was made a sin-offering for us, though he knew no sin;
he redeemed us from the curse of the law, by being made a curse for us; and by rising from the
dead as the head and representative of his people, he proved that justice was satisfied, that he
had made full atonement for sin, had brought in everlasting righteousness, and that all his people
who, in consequence of their connection with Adam, are doomed to return to the dust, shall, in
virtue of their union with Christ, be raised from the dead to the enjoyment of eternal life. Thus the
debt was fully paid, and now grace reigns, through righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus Christ.

Adam’s transgression procured the death of all his posterity, and Christ's atonement has procured
the resurrection of all his people. The first man by his wickedness involved his whole race in
condemnation; the second man by his righteousness secured pardon and acceptance with God to
all his redeemed. In human nature the divine authority was set at naught, and Adam by his
disobedience poured contempt on the holy law of God: but in the same nature ample satisfaction
was made for sin. Such was the dignity of the second Adam, and such, in consequence, the value
of his obedience unto death, that mercy and truth met together, righteousness and peace
embraced each other; and while the voice of the Eternal proclaimed that he had found a man in
whom his soul delighted, and through whom his love could flow to our ruined race, the angels
adored this fresh discovery of the glory of their Creator, and the heavenly mansions resounded
with the joyful song; "Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever." But we noticed, that man was not only under the
curse, but that, in consequence of the alienation of his mind from God, he was cut off from the
fountain of joy, and was incapable of happiness. This is also provided for in the wonderful plan of
redemption. The perfect reconciliation of believing sinners to God, is exhibited in the person of
Immanuel, their glorious head. In him the divine and human natures are united. He is the Umpire,
who lays his hand upon both parties. With him the honor of the divine government is safe, for he is
over all, God blessed forever; and the interest of man is equally secure, for he is bone of our bone,
and flesh of our flesh. The children of fallen Adam are born of corruptible seed, but in Christ Jesus
believers are created anew; they are born of the incorruptible seed of the Word. (1 Peter 1:23.)
They are joined to the Lord, and are one spirit with him. (1 Corinthians 6:17.) Their body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost, which dwelleth in them. (1 Corinthians 6:19.) which they have of God. (2
Corinthians 3:3.) The law of God is written in their hearts, and their fellowship is with the Father,
and with his Son Jesus Christ. This communion is real, though imperfect; it is frequently
interrupted through the influence of sin, but it is maintained by the supply of the Spirit which
believers receive from their glorious Head, and God will bruise Satan under their feet shortly. Ere
long they shall be completely freed from the body of sin and death; as they have borne the image
of the earthly, they shall bear the image of the heavenly Adam; (1 Corinthians 15:49.)I they shall
be satisfied when they awake with God'’s likeness. (Psalms 17:15.)

Adam estranged himself from God, and all friendly intercourse between man and his Creator was
apparently for ever at an end. But in the fullness of time God sent forth his Son, born of a woman;
in him was no sin; and the Almighty, enthroned as he is in light and purity, beheld with infinite
complacency a man who delighted to do all his will, and who hesitated not to die an accursed
death, that he might glorify his heavenly Father, and open a channel through which mercy might
flow to the lost and guilty; through which the Creator might again receive the homage of his
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rebellious offspring, and might shower down on his once lost and ruined creature the blessings of
his grace, the overflowings of the kindness of paternal love. No sooner had Jesus accomplished
the work of reconciliation, than he sat down on the right hand of power, as the great High priest of
those with whom he had taken part in flesh and blood; and having received honor and glory as the
recompense of his sufferings, he became the medium of intercourse between God and man;
receiving from the Father every spiritual and heavenly blessing, and communicating all the
treasures of wisdom and love to his people, who are represented as members of his body, of his
flesh, and of his bones. (Ephesians 5:30.) All mankind spring from Adam, and in consequence of
his rebellion are doomed to return to the dust. Jesus is the head of a new creation, the members of
which are all partakers of eternal life; a life not derived from Adam, but from the Son of God, of the
perpetuity of which his life is the assured pledge. (John 19:19.)

Hence believers are said to be dead; their life is hid with Christ in God, and when Christ, who is
their life, shall appear, then shall they also appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:4.) They are
broken off from the stock of nature; from the tree which the curse of God blasted and dried up, and
they are grafted into the good olive tree; they have become branches of the living vine, and
through the sap and nourishment thus communicated to them, they bring forth fruit unto God.

Thus does God give to believers eternal life, and this life is in his Son; and for this purpose God
condes- cended in very deed to dwell with men on the earth.

2. Another great end of this astonishing act of condescension was that a stop might be put to the
progress of sin.

It results from the character of God, that all his works were originally good. Sin, however, entered
the universe; but it did not originate with man. It had gained admission previous to his creation, it
had proved the ruin of multitudes of the rebel angels, and by their prince it was introduced into our
world. How awful are the effects of sin, how does it blind the minds of those who are caught in its
toils! The angels who excel in strength, who stood in the presence of God, presumed to rebel; and
although they immediately began to reap the fruit of their wickedness; yet, impelled by pride and
alienation from God, they persisted in the desperate warfare; attempted to thwart the schemes of
their Creator, and to tarnish his glory by the ruin of mankind. Thus did they sink themselves deeper
in the pit of destruction, while, in consequence of their opposition, his character, who maketh the
wrath of his mightiest enemies to praise him, shone forth with added luster. Surely there is no
wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel, against the Lord. He that sitteth in the heavens, laughs at
the puny efforts of his enemies to counteract his will; and while he speaks to them in wrath, and
vexes them in his sore displeasure, his counsel always stands, and he does what he purposed in
his heart.

Why sin was at first permitted we cannot tell. It was not owing to want of power, or wisdom, or
goodness, in the Creator; but it made its appearance, it extended its influence to this world; and
we learn from scripture, that one grand end which God had in view in dwelling with men on the
earth, was to destroy the works of the devil, to arrest the progress of sin, and finally to sweep it
from the face of the universe into that place whence it shall never escape to mar the beauty of
creation, and shall only be recollected to enhance the glory of God and the felicity of all his
obedient and intelligent creatures. The scripture informs us, that this world was created by and for
Jesus Christ; (Colossians 1:16.) it was intended as a theater on which his glory should be
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exhibited, and that by the church redeemed with his blood, the manifold wisdom of God might be
known to the principalities and powers in heavenly places. (Ephesians 3:10-11.)

We enter not into the question, How the purpose of God to put a final stop to the progress of sin by
the redemption of fallen man is consistent with the guilt of Adam lying entirely with himself. To
such a question our faculties are totally inadequate; but of one thing we are assured, that Adam
was not tempted of God, for he cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man. (James
1:13.) Known unto God are all his works, from the foundation of the world; from the beginning he
has acted on a plan, originating in infinite wisdom and perfect goodness. It is the glory of God to
conceal a matter. (Proverbs 25:2.)

Clouds and darkness are round about him---righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his
throne: (Psalms 97:2.) when the mystery of God shall be finished; in the great day of the revelation
of his righteous judgment then all difficulties will be unraveled, and one harmonious song shall fill
the universe. Great and marvelous are all thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints! Who shall not fear thee, Oh Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou only
art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest.
(Revelation 15:3-4.) In consequence of this world being created for the purpose of putting a final
stop to the progress of sin in the universe, by the manifestation of the Son of God, everything from
the beginning was conducted with a view to this great object. Mankind were not created
individually, but were all created, and blessed in Adam. (See Genesis 1:25-30, and observe how
the whole human race are included in the blessing there pronounced upon Adam.)

Much has been said of a covenant made with Adam, according to which, after a certain term of
probation, he and his posterity were to be established in the enjoyment of eternal life. But the
scripture speaks nothing concerning such a covenant, and it is our wisdom to keep by what is
written, and not to enter into speculations as to what might possibly have taken place. Had Adam
stood fast in his allegiance, doubtless his posterity would have continued to enjoy those blessings
which were bestowed on their head; but he fell, and involved his children in misery. This event,
however, was not unprovided for, and before our first parents were expelled from Paradise, they
heard the joyful tidings of salvation through Christ. In the mysterious providence of God Adam was
ordained, a type or figure of him that was to come. (Romans 5:14.) That which was natural,
prefigured that which was spiritual (1 Corinthians 15:46.) and as in Adam all his children die, so in
Christ shall all his people be made alive. (1 Corinthians 15:22-23.) In Adam, formed of the dust of
the ground, and made a living soul, we have seen all his offspring blessed with all natural
blessings in earthly places; and in the second Adam, who is a quickening spirit, (1 Corinthians
15:45.) believers are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places. (Ephesians 1:3.) As all
Adam’s children by his disobedience became children of wrath, and alienated from God, so by the
victory of the second Adam, all believers are reconciled to God, and made heirs of eternal
salvation. The first man returned to the dust, and drew after him all his posterity. The second man,
the Lord from heaven, (1 Corinthians 15:47.) communicates spiritual and eternal life to his people,
and in his resurrection raises them to glory, honor, and immortality. The Creation of all mankind in
Adam afforded to Satan a great apparent advantage, in his attempt to ruin the human race. In
consequence of this constitution, one successful blow proved fatal to the whole:, by leading Adam
to rebel, he brought all his posterity under the curse. The devil perhaps imagined that the success
of his scheme for the introduction of sin into this world, was an earnest of future triumphs; but his
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career was suddenly arrested by the establishment of a kingdom of righteousness, on the throne
of which a man was placed, to defeat the machinations of the apostate angel, to execute
vengeance on him and all his adherents, and effectually to secure others from the risk of being
seduced from their allegiance. For this end Christ was born. He encountered Satan on his own
ground in the world, of which he is god. Long had the strong man kept his house, and his goods
were in peace; long had he triumphed over man! But in the fullness of time a stronger than he
appeared, and the kingdom of Satan began to fall, like lightning from heaven. He assaulted the
second Adam with temptation, but without effect; he stirred up his adherents to aid him in the
contest; but they only did what God’s hand and counsel had determined before to be done. (Acts
4:28.) On the cross Christ spoiled principalities and powers, and made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it (Colossians 2:16.) and having made full atonement for sin by his death,
he rose from the dead, and sat down on the throne of his glory. Such was the reward of his
obedience; as God, Jesus was equally incapable of humiliation and exaltation; but in our nature he
had been despised and persecuted and crucified, and in the same nature he is raised to the throne
of the universe. All things in heaven and in earth are put under him; angels, principalities, and
powers are made subject to him. He is constituted the Judge of men and angels; the honor of the
divine government is entrusted to his care, and he will allot to all their everlasting portion. When
the scripture foretold the bringing into the world the only-begotten Son of God, it said, "Let all the
angels of God worship him." Accordingly we have already seen that they waited upon him during
his abode on earth. They accompanied him when he ascended up on high; they are now all
employed as ministering spirits sent forth to minister to the heirs of salvation; and they shall attend
him on that solemn occasion, when he shall come to execute vengeance on all the enemies of
God, and to receive his redeemed into the full enjoyment of that kingdom which was prepared for
them from the foundation of the world. Then shall take place the grand consummation for which
the world was created; then shall the redeemed among men be completely conformed to their
glorious Head, and Christ will present the church to himself, a glorious church, without spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing. Then too will he turn the wicked into hell; the devil and his angels shall
be cast into the lake of fire prepared for them; and those of the human race who rejected the
message of reconciliation, who refused to touch the golden scepter which the King of righteous-
ness and peace so long held out to them; who, blinded by the god of this world, neglected the
great salvation, shall share the doom of him from whom they so obstinately refused to be
separated.

Although the word of God gives us no information for the purpose of gratifying curiosity, and only
speaks of angels as far as is necessary for our information, enough is said to teach us that the
elect-angels, as well as the elect of mankind, are united in one society, under the Son of God. He
is not only the head of his body the church, but the head of all principality and power (Colossians
2:10.) and it appears that in virtue of their connection with Christ, the elect angels are now irrevo-
cably secured from evil. The apostle informs us, that it was God’s good pleasure to gather together
in one, all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; (Ephesians 1:10.) by
Christ, to reconcile all things unto himself, whether they be things on earth or things in heaven.
(Col. v. 20.) Hence the whole family in heaven and in earth is said to be named of Christ;
(Ephesians 3:15.) and hence believers are represented as having come to the new Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of angels. (Hebrews 12:22.) Thus the faithful, whether Jews or
Gentiles, are not only represented as united in one glorious fellowship or society, but as intimately
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connected with the elect angels, who are also the subjects of Christ.

Thus we see creation divided into two great parts. On the one hand, all God’s obedient creatures,
including the redeemed of mankind, are joined in one family under Christ; and on the other hand,
all the enemies of God, including unbelievers, are joined under the spirit that now worketh in the
children of disobedience. (Ephesians 2:2.) The warfare between the kingdoms of light and
darkness is still maintained; but on the great day of Christ's second coming, the contest shall be
forever terminated, all tears shall then be wiped away from the eyes of God's people, while his
enemies shall be cast into everlasting destruction, and the smoke of their torment shall ascend up
forever and ever.

Here let us pause to contemplate the omnipotence of God. Let us observe how Satan was caught
in his own snare. He had rebelled, and incurred the displeasure of the Almighty, and he attempted
to involve this world in his ruin. He thought he had completely succeeded; by one act of
disobedience the whole human race was alienated from God. Perhaps he dreamed of still extend-
ing his conquests; but the sin of man, of which he was the author, was the appointed means of
putting a final stop to iniquity, of banishing sin from the universe, with the exception of that place of
torment prepared for the devil and his angels.

Thus does God take the wise in their own craftiness, and the counsel of the froward is carried
headlong. The schemes of men and devils for opposing his will are made subservient to its
accomplishment. The fruit which Satan reaped from his victory over man was, that by a man all his
plans should be baffled, and that from the lips of a man he should hear the irreversible sentence,
by which he and all his associates shall be forever shut up in that prison whence they shall never
come forth again to molest the creation of God.

Such then is another important end which was to be answered by God in very deed dwelling with
men on the earth. By this means a final stop shall be put to the progress of iniquity in the universe;
and not only are an innumerable multitude of the lost and guilty and ruined sons of Adam plucked
as brands from the burning; but all God’s obedient and intelligent creation are eternally secured in
their allegiance, while sin receives its due reward, and shall never again be permitted to diffuse its
malignant influence. When this glorious consummation is attained, the great end of the mediatorial
kingdom shall be accomplished, and then the Son of God will deliver up the kingdom to the Father,
that God may be all in all. (1 Corinthians 15:28.)

3. God condescended to dwell with men on the earth, that he might exhibit his character in such a
glorious light, as should through eternity increase the happiness of the whole obedient and
intelligent creation. In creation and providence we behold the glory of God, and the greater
progress we make in knowledge, the more astonishing do his works appear. We behold the divine
power laying the foundations of the earth, and stretching out the heavens as a tent to dwell in. We
perceive the Lord’s goodness in providing for the wants of his creatures; and amidst the ruins of
the fall, we have ample proofs of his kind beneficence. But the plan of redemption opens to our
view a display of the depth of the riches, of the wisdom, knowledge, power, and goodness of God,
which affords an inexhaustible subject of delightful contemplation to all the inhabitants of heaven,
through the revolving ages of eternity.

Sermonindex.net | Page 17



God does nothing in vain, nothing merely for the sake of display. An earthly king may surround
himself with his guards when there is no danger; he may display his power and wealth to his
subjects for the sake of impressing their minds with admiration and awe; but the Majesty of heaven
condescends not to employ such means for securing respect. His power is so immense, the glory
of his character so surpassing, his works so astonishing, that they are amply sufficient to call forth
the highest admiration of his creatures.

Some have spoken of the manifestation of the Son of God, and his atonement for sin, as if it had
been intended merely to prove that God views sin with the greatest abhorrence. But the scriptures
represent the death of Christ as necessary for the satisfaction of divine justice, independently of
the effect which it was to produce on the universe. Man had dishonored God, had broken his law
and come under the curse, and man must endure the righteous penalty. This we have seen was
accomplished, and such glory was brought to God by the man who was constituted the head of the
new creation, that it was a righteous thing with God, through him, to communicate eternal life to all
his people. But while the chief object of the manifestation of the Son of God, so far as the human
race is concerned, was to satisfy divine justice, and to open a channel through which mercy might
flow to sinners; God has, by the plan of salvation, given the most astonishing and glorious display
of his character He had evinced his abhorrence of sin in the destruction of the rebel angels, but in
pardoning iniquity through the death of his only begotten Son, in bringing again from the dead
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, an innumerable multitude of the lost race of Adam;
in making the success of Satan’s temptation of the father of mankind, the means of the final de-
struction of the arch-apostate, and the complete subversion of his kingdom; God has proved how
vain it is to resist his will, and that with him nothing shall be impossible. He has revealed the purity
of the divine character in a manner far more striking, than if all mankind had eternally perished,
and appears at once the just God and the Savior, the Lord God merciful and gracious, long
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity,
and transgression, and sin and that will by no means clear the guilty. (Exodus 34:6-7.)

Since God is the source of happiness, from the contemplation of his glorious character must spring
the eternal enjoyment of all his rational creatures, and consequently every new display of the
treasures of wisdom, goodness, and power, which are hid in God, must augment the happiness of
the whole intelligent creation. This world is but a small part of the universe; had the Lord
consumed the earth, and suffered all mankind to perish, the extent of his dominions and the
number of his subjects, would not have been sensibly diminished; but he regarded us in our lost
estate, he looked, and there was none to help, and he wondered there was none to uphold;
therefore his own arm brought salvation to lost and guilty man. He came in the likeness of sinful
flesh, he made his soul an offering for sin, and thus he proclaimed to the universe that God is love.
So stupendous is the thought of God’s dwelling with men on the earth, that eternity will be too
short to unfold the mysteries of wisdom and goodness which are included in this event. The angels
desire to look into it, it has long been the subject of their contemplation, and through eternity shall
they admire the boundless riches of the grace of God in the wonderful plan of man’s redemption.
We speak of these things as children, we think of them as children, and this arises from the magni-
tude of the subject. But it required a subject of infinite magnitude to supply matter of eternal
contemplation and delight to millions of the human race, and thousands of millions of those
glorious spirits who surround the throne. Something new is necessary for our happiness, and were
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it possible for the grand theme provided by God for ensuring the felicity of his creatures to be
exhausted, their enjoyment would immediately terminate. But since God has condescended to
dwell with men on the earth, and has purchased the church with his own blood, provision, is made,
ample and inexhaustible provision, for the growing enjoyment of men and angels forever.

Such then have been the consequences of God’s dwelling with men on the earth, and they are
worthy the divine character. On this foundation he has reared the building of mercy in which, as his
chosen temple, he will forever dwell. Compared with the cross of Christ, in all God’s other works
we behold but the hiding of his power; but in the redemption of fallen man, there is a height, and
depth, and breadth, and length, both of wisdom and goodness which passeth knowledge, and
which shall through eternity fill the heavenly mansions with joy and rapture. Still shall the question
be asked, What are these which are arrayed in white robes and palms in their hands, and whence
came they? And still shall the answer be repeated, These are they which came out of much
tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb; therefore
are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple. And the reply shall
call forth the voice as of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of
mighty thunderings, Alleluia, for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and
give honor to him; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
(Revelation 7:13, Revelation 7:15; Revelation 19:6-7.) The depth of God’s condescension in as-
suming our nature, shall thus be the means, not only of exalting millions of the human race to the
rank of the sons of God, and restoring the interrupted harmony of creation, but of exalting the
thoughts of men and angels to a height of knowledge, love, and joy, to which they could not
otherwise have attained. The day is not far distant when Christ appearing in his own and his
Father’'s glory with the holy angels, shall swallow up death in victory; and the highest notes of
praise shall through eternity arise to God and to the Lamb.

Such is the glorious consummation of the scheme of redemption. Such were the ends which
brought the Majesty of heaven down to our world. The happiness of millions of immortal creatures
of the race of Adam was an object worthy of the divine benevolence; but the astonishing plan of
man’s salvation has extended its influence "unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills." and
shall, through the ceaseless ages of eternity, diffuse love and light, and joy, through the universe.
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Chapter 4

01.02. Treatise 2 - The Prayer of Moses

Treatise 2 - The Prayer of Moses THE PRAYER OF MOSES.
Psalms 90:14-15.

"Oh satisfy us early with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad,
according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil."
THIS psalm is entitled, "A prayer of Moses the man of God," and according to the ancient Jewish
commentators, was written at the period, when God sware in his wrath, that the generation which
had rebelled should perish in the wilderness, and not enter into his rest. (Numbers 14:1-45;
Psalms 95:8-11.) The psalm contains much internal evidence in favor of this tradition; for although
it must ever be applicable to the people of God in this world, it is peculiarly appropriate to the
situation of Moses, and of all who feared God in Israel, on that awful occasion.

Abraham, in obedience to the divine commandment, left his father’'s house, and dwelt in the land
of Canaan, which he was assured should be given to his posterity. After the lapse of four hundred
years, this promise was about to be fulfilled. The children of Israel had arrived at the borders of the
land, and were commanded immediately to occupy it; but, discouraged by the report of the spies,
respecting the warlike appearance of the inhabitants, they bewailed their hard fate, affirming that
they would rather have died in the wilderness, and resolved to elect a captain and return to Egypt.

Moses and Aaron, Caleb and Joshua, in vain forbade the madness of the people. These
distinguished characters would inevitably have fallen a sacrifice to their fury, had not the sudden
appearance of the Divine glory overawed the enraged multitude. The intercession of Moses
prevented the congregation from being immediately consumed; but he, who "is not a man that he
should lie, nor the son of man that he should repent,” declared that their impious wish should be
gratified, and that their carcasses should fall in the desert.

Job, in reference to those judgments in which the righteous and wicked are indiscriminately
involved, observes, "If, the scourge slay suddenly, he will laugh at the trial of the innocent.” This
was exemplified on the present occasion. Not only were the children of the rebels doomed to bear
their iniquities during forty years in the wilderness; but Moses, and those who had withstood them,
were included in the same punishment. This must have been very mortifying to him, who in the
strength of his God, and on behalf of his nation, had braved all the fury of the Egyptian monarch,
and finally led Israel forth in triumph---to him who had gone before them through the midst of the
sea---who had delivered to them those laws, which God himself had been pleased to dictate for
their government---and had now conducted them to the borders of the land promised to their
fathers. Moses was at this time eighty years of age, and had the certain prospect---if he should live
so long---of remaining, during the next forty years, in "that great and terrible wilderness, wherein
were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there was no water." Here then was every
earthly prospect completely blasted; and if in this life only he had hope in God, he was "of all men
most miserable.” But "he had respect to the recompense of the reward.” Many years before, he
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had "refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. (Hebrews 11:24-26.) Such had been his
deliberate resolution in the fervor of youth, when surrounded by every temptation; and he was not
"of who those who draw back unto perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.”

We know, however, with what intense desire Moses looked forward to the enjoyment of the "good
land," which God had promised to Israel; but being disappointed in this, he cried to the Lord---like
David, on another occasion---"Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living." He was
"perplexed, but not in despair; cast down, but not destroyed." When excluded from the habitation
which God had promised to Israel, he exclaims, “"Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God. (Psalms 90:1-2.) In the time of prosperity,
the people of God are in danger of losing sight of the transient nature of earthly happiness. While
Providence smiles upon them; while the Lord seems to "set a hedge about them, and about their
house, and about all that they have on every side;" although they do not, forget him, they are apt
to forget that they are strangers and pilgrims here, and that they hold every worldly comfort by a
very precarious tenure. "In my prosperity | said, | shall never be moved. Lord, by thy favor, thou
hast made my mountain to stand strong.” (Psalms 30:6-7.) But God, who does not intend to give
his people their portion in this life, often deprives them of what they chiefly value, and, by drying up
the springs of earthly joy, compels them to seek their happiness more simply in himself. He
chastens them, in order that they may be "partakers of his holiness."

While, by this disappointment, the mind of Moses was directed immediately to God for relief, he
exults in the contemplation of the divine eternity and unchangeableness. In all generations the
Lord had been the dwelling-place of his people: from everlasting to everlasting he is God. Before
the land of Canaan had been promised to the seed of Abraham, he had been the refuge of his
people. He had preserved Noah and his family amidst the universal desolation occasioned by the
flood. Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, to whom Canaan had been given as an inheritance, had
cheerfully dwelt in it as strangers and pilgrims, although they obtained no other possession than a
burying place; thus proving, that they viewed it only as an emblem of the "heavenly country” where
they desired to dwell with God. (Hebrews 11:9-16.) And now that Moses and those who feared
God in Israel, were excluded from the earthly Canaan, they could view him as their "strong
habitation, whereunto they could continually resort," and look for happiness beyond death and the
grave.

It was true that God had pronounced sentence of death upon man, but he had also secured the
recovery of his people. "Thou turnest man to destruction, and sayest, Return, ye children of men.
For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night."
(Psalms 90:3-4.) Turning man to destruction, evidently refers to the sentence pronounced in
consequence of Adam’s transgression: (Genesis 3:19.) but God was not, on this account, less the
object of the confidence of his fallen creatures; for while he turned man to destruction, with the
same breath, as it were, he said, "Return, ye children of men." Immediately after the fall, he
promised a Savior, who should vanquish the great adversary of mankind; and thus, while he shut
up every prospect of happiness in this world,---declaring that in sorrow man should "eat his bread
all the days of his life,"--he opened to the human race the view of eternal happiness beyond the
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grave. This promise was illustrated, both by the preaching of Enoch, the seventh from Adam, and
by his translation without seeing death. (Genesis 5:24; Jude 1:14; Hebrews 11:5.).)

It might indeed be objected, that we see no appearance of the resurrection of the dead. We
commit the bodies of our friends to the grave, and in a few years they are reduced to dust.
Thousands of years have elapsed since the death of Adam and Abraham and the prophets, yet
their bodies still remain under the power of death. This affords a handle to scoffers, who treat the
doctrine of the resurrection with contempt, and inquire, "Where is the promise of his coming? for
since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation."
The apostle repels their objection, by reminding believers, that "one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day." (2 Peter 3:8.) In the psalm before us, from
which the words of the apostle are a quotation, the very same argument is employed; and hence
we conclude, that when God is represented as saying, "Return, ye children of men," or as it is
translated in the Liturgy of the Church of England, "Come again, ye children of men, it does not, as
is very often supposed, refer to his appointment that they should return to the dust, but to his
promise of recovering them from that destruction to which they had been turned by his righteous
appointment. In consequence of this promise, the sentence of condemnation, passed on fallen
man, is no argument against sinners viewing God as their friend and dwelling-place. In the
subsequent verses, the frailty and mortality of mankind are described. One generation after
another is swept away, as by a resistless torrent; human life is but a dream; all flesh is grass,
which flourishes in the morning, and at evening falls before the mower’s scythe: thus is guilty man
consumed by the anger of God, and troubled by his wrath; (2 Peter 3:5-7.) and thus, by the
vengeance which he inflicts on transgressors, does he plainly demonstrate his abhorrence of
Iniquity. "Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.
For all our days are passed away in thy wrath; we spend our years as a tale that is told." (Psalms
90:8-9.) "Thine own wickedness," it is elsewhere said. "shall correct thee, and thy backslidings
shall reprove thee; know therefore, and see, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast
forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord God of hosts-" (Jeremiah
2:19))

Whether human life was at that time shortened to its present date, we know not; but it is certain,
that the tenth verse contains an accurate description of the measure of our days. "The days of our
years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength, they be fourscore years: yet is
their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away." The contemplation of the
dreadful consequences of sin deeply affected the mind of Moses. "Who," he exclaims, "knoweth
the power of thine anger?" And although the question did not admit of a direct answer, he
observes, that our fear of God should bear some proportion to the displeasure which he has
expressed at man’s apostasy, and the resistless power with which he punishes sin. "Even
according to thy fear, so is thy wrath.” (Psalms 90:11.)

But, aware of the hardness of the human heart, he adds, "So teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom-" Psalms 90:12.) The wisdom here spoken of, is, both in the
Old and New Testaments, opposed to the wisdom of this world. It consists in resisting the
allurements of earthly objects, and in seeking "those things which are above, where Christ sitteth
at the right hand of God." In the book of Job, we have a striking description of the extent of human
ingenuity, which enables man to surmount difficulties apparently insuperable, and to make himself
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master of the riches buried in the bowels of the earth. "But where," it is added, "shall wisdom be
found? and where is the place of understanding?" This inestimable treasure is described as the
exclusive property of God, in whose works it shines conspicuous. In his word he has also revealed
it to the human race. "Unto man he said, Behold the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart
from evil is understanding." (Job 28:28.)

Moses prays that, by our experience of the shortness of human life, we may be directed to this
wisdom. He proceeds----"Return, Oh Lord, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy
servants." (Psalms 90:13.) This does "not refer to his expectation of any change of purpose
respecting Israel. The sentence of exclusion from Canaan was confirmed by the oath of God. This
verse contains a request for the mercy of God unto eternal life. It is an acknowledgment of the
wretchedness and misery to which man has reduced himself, and a prayer that" God may not cast
his people off for ever, that his anger may not smoke against the sheep of his pasture." (Psalms
74:1.) The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. He will not always
chide; neither will he keep his anger forever." (Psalms 103:8-9.) In the faith of this, Moses en-
treats, that although all our days are passed away in his wrath, God may hereafter view his people
with an eye of favor. This interpretation is clearly established by what follows. "Oh satisfy us early
with thy mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. Make us glad according to the days
wherein thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil." (Psalms 90:14-15.)
Moses, it has been formerly observed, was at this time eighty years of age. Like his ancestor
Jacob, he felt that his days had been few and evil, and prays, that himself, and the rest of the
people of God, might be made glad, according to the days wherein they had been afflicted; that
they might be early satisfied with the mercy of God, and might rejoice and be glad in him all their
days. (The expression, "Oh satisfy us early with thy mercy," exactly corresponds with the
exhortation of the apostle, "Looking for, and-hasting to the coming of the day of God," 2 Peter
3:12.) Certainly this does not refer to a present world. He had already passed the limit of human
life, and knew that, during forty years, he must accompany Israel in their wanderings, unless
previously released by death. Could he then expect much enjoyment in the land which flowed with
milk and honey? No; like his great progenitor, he looked for a city which hath foundation, whose
builder and maker is God. (Hebrews 11:10.) By faith he beheld that land, the inhabitant of which
"shall not say, | am sick; the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” (Isaiah
33:24.)---he anticipated the period when death shall be swallowed up in victory when the Lord God
shall wipe away tears from all faces, and take away the rebuke of his people, (Isaiah 25:8,)---when
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting joy upon their
heads;---when they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. (Isaiah
35:10.) In the book of Job, there is a prayer which resembles and seems to illustrate the petition of
Moses--- "Return, Oh Lord, how long; and let it repent thee concerning thy servants." When
contemplating the misery of human life, Job exclaims, "Oh that thou wouldest hide me in the
grave; that thou wouldest keep me secret until thy wrath be past; that thou wouldest appoint me a
set time, and remember me." Here the patriarch anticipates a period, when the wrath of God
against his people shall cease; when he shall remember those whom he has doomed to return to
the dust. But reflecting on the improbability of the dead being raised, he inquires, "If a man die,
shall he live again?" Yes;---as surely as God giveth a body to the seed which is cast into the
ground and dies, so surely will he raise up the bodies of his people, (1 Corinthians 15:36-42.) and,
in the faith of this, Job answers his own question, "All the days of my appointed time will | wait till
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my change come. Thou shalt call, and | will answer thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of
thine hands." (Job 14:14-15.)

Death is not the change for which Job was to wait; he refers to the renovation, which fallen man
must necessarily undergo, before entering on the enjoyment of that happiness which God has
prepared for his people. On this subject the language of the apostle is explicit. "Now this | say,
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth corruption inherit
incorruption. Behold | show you a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump--for the trumpet shall sound---and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory." (1 Corinthians 15:50-54.) At the" appointed time,"
Job was confident that God would call, and that he should answer him. How exactly does this cor-
respond with the language of the New Testament! "The hour is coming when 