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Chapter 2

S. CONDEMNED ALREADY

“CONDEMNED ALREADY” By Pastor John C. O’'Hair “BEWARE LEST THAT COME UPON
YOU”. A verse of scripture that is very frequently quoted by Christians is John 3:18 :

“HE THAT BELIEVETH ON HIM IS NOT CONDEMNED; BUT HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT IS
CONDEMNED ALREADY, BECAUSE HE HATH NOT BELIEVED IN THE NAME OF THE ONLY
BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD.” A verse that is seldom quoted by Christians is Acts 13:40 :

“BEWARE THEREFORE, LEST THAT COME UPON YOU, WHICH IS SPOKEN OF IN THE
PROPHETS.” In John 3:18, the predicament and perilous condition of the unbeliever is already
upon him. But in Acts 13:40, the predicament and condemnation has not yet come. This is all the
more difficult to understand because we have been taught to believe that the words recorded in
John 3:18 were spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ while He was here on earth. Whereas, the words
of warning recorded in Acts 13:40, were spoken by His servant Paul about 12 years after Christ
had died. Let us consider the verse in Acts first: “Beware therefore, lest that come upon you which
is spoken of in the prophets.” If language has any meaning, we learn from this verse and the verse
that follows that Israel’'s prophets had foretold a condemnation that was to come upon Israel. And
we also learn here that that condemnation had not yet come. This should cause us to ask this
guestion: did that condemnation come, and if so, when did it come? “Ye shall in no wise believe”,
is the language found in Acts 13:41. About 18 years after these words were declared by Paul to
the rulers of Israel, the judgment foretold by Israel’s prophets fell upon that nation. That judgment
is recorded in Acts 28:25-28. And about 6 or 7 years later, the most terrific judgment that ever fell
upon any nation was visited upon lIsrael in the destruction of their city, and their temple, when
about two million Israelites perished under the hand of Titus and his army. This was in fulfillment of
the words of the Lord Jesus, recorded in Matthew 22:7, which we quote: “But when the king heard
thereof, he was wroth; and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers and burned up
their city.”

Any careful, spiritual student of the Word of God will see that the Nation Israel was on trial before
God all during the “Book of Acts” period. And inasmuch as that which was spoken by the prophets
had not come upon Israel, at the time Paul uttered the words in Acts 13:40, in what sense could it
have been said concerning that Nation they then were condemned already, according to John
3:187?

It is not difficult for us today to say to the unbelieving Jew or unbelieving Gentile he is condemned
already, because he hath not believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of God. But we might
ask this question: was that the reason why Gentiles were condemned while Jesus Christ was on
earth? In the language of Romans 10:12-17, we learn that faith cometh by hearing the Word. No
one can believe without hearing. But in the light of Matthew 15:24 and Matthew 10:5-8, Gentiles
were not given the opportunity to hear while Christ was in the midst of Israel as Jesus of Nazareth,
sent only to the lost sheep of Israel. How could they have believed on Him of whom they had not
heard?
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Gentiles were condemned in Adam and had been given up by God. Romans 1:28. They were
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel. They were alienated from the life of God. Ephesians 2:11
and Ephesians 4:18. They were in the world, having no hope, because they were without Christ.
Therefore, surely this question presents itself to our minds and hearts: how could they have been
condemned already for not believing on Christ when they had had no opportunity to hear of
Christ? This brings us back to the old question as to how we are to reconcile the “whosoever”
message of John 3:16 with the exclusive message to Israel, in Matthew 15:24. Does it not seem
that the intelligent answer to this question is the fact that John 3:16-21 are the words given to the
Apostle John, by inspiration, after the judgment mentioned in Acts 13:40-41 fell upon the Nation
Israel, and salvation was sent to the Gentiles in accordance with Acts 28:28? Certainly, if we say
that the Lord Jesus preached in accordance with John 3:16 a “whosoever’” message of grace to
the Jews and Gentiles alike, while He was on earth, and thus interpret John 3:16-21, we find that
Matthew 15:24 is a plain contradiction to this teaching. We quote Matthew 15:24 : “But He
answered and said, | am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel”. Compare this with
John 3:16 and name a Gentile who was saved by the gospel of grace while Christ was on earth.
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Chapter 3

S. EVEN AS SO LIKEWISE

“EVEN AS” “SO LIKEWISE” By Pastor John C. O’Hair

It is sad but true that many of God'’s true children, because of ignorance or prejudice, perhaps
both, ridicule with real antipathy the principle of “dispensationalism” in the appropriation,
interpretation and application of Divine truth in the Bible. Undoubtedly every child of God who
knows anything of the difference between God's dealings with Israel “under the law”, and the
Church “under grace”, rejoice that they have not again received the spirit of bondage unto fear, but
the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba Father.

We shall all have to admit that it is no easy task to definitely separate all that is law from all that is
grace in the Books which we call the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and, John. John’s Record
is so different from the three synoptic Gospels, and is so filled with the message of grace, that the
task is less difficult. In the very first chapter of John we see the Lord Jesus rejected, and the
witness that He is the Lamb of God which beareth away the sin of the world. We read in that first
chapter, “the law was given by Moses; grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”. In order to
understand the grace that came by Jesus Christ, to be given to Gentiles, who were aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel while Christ was on earth, we must turn to the words of grace that Christ
gave to us through our Apostle Paul. Let us emphasize the words found in Ephesians 3:1-2 : “For
this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, if ye have heard of the
dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to youward”. Now observe these three points:
First—Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for Gentiles. Second—The dispensation of the grace of
God given to Paul. Third—The dispensation of the grace of God given to Paul for Gentiles. This
messenger of grace, sent by Christ to the Gentiles, wrote to the Gentiles that Jesus Christ was
made under the law. Galatians 4:4. He wrote to the Gentiles, “ye are not under the law, but under
grace”. Romans 6:14. Now we want to compare forgiveness for sin in Matthew, while Christ was
under the law, with the forgiveness of sin for those of us who are not under law but under grace.
First we quote Matthew 18:21-35.

“Then came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? till seven times?

“Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee, until seven times; but, until seventy times seven.

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his
servants.

“And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand
talents.

“But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and
children, and all that he had and payment to be made.
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“The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and |
will pay thee all.

“Then the Lord of that servant was moved with compassion and loosed him, and forgave him the
debt.

“But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred
pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest.

“And the fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and
| will pay thee all.

“And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.

“So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto
their lord all that was done.

“Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, | forgave thee all
that debt, because thou desiredst me;

“Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant even as | had pity on thee?

“And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due
unto him.

“SO LIKEWISE SHALL MY HEAVENLY FATHER DO ALSO UNTO YOU, IF YE FROM YOUR
HEARTS FORGIVE NOT EVERY ONE HIS BROTHER THEIR TRESPASSES.”

Also Matthew 6:14-15 :

“FOR IF YE FORGIVE MEN THEIR TRESPASSES, YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER WILL ALSO
FORGIVE YOU; BUT IF YE FORGIVE NOT MEN THEIR TRESPASSES, NEITHER WILL YOUR
FATHER FORGIVE YOUR TRESPASSES". This message was given by the Lord Jesus to His
disciples while He was under the law. Now we quote Colossians 2:13-14

“AND YOU, BEING DEAD IN YOUR SINS AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION OF YOUR FLESH,
HATH HE QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH HIM HAVING. FORGIVEN YOU ALL TRESPASSES,;

“BLOTTING OUT THE HANDWRITING OF ORDINANCES THAT WAS AGAINST US, WHICH
WAS CONTRARY TO US, AND TOOK IT OUT OF THE WAY, NAILING IT TO HIS CROSS.” And
Ephesians 4:31-32 :

“LET ALL BITTERNESS AND WRATH, AND ANGER, AND CLAMOUR, AND EVIL SPEAKING,
BE PUT AWAY FROM YOU, WITH ALL MALICE;

“‘“AND BE YE KIND ONE TO ANOTHER, TENDERHEARTED, FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER,
EVEN AS GOD FOR CHRIST'S SAKE HATH FORGIVEN YOU.”

You will notice in these two quotations, we have emphasized the words, “so likewise” and “even

as’.
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Now surely you and | will bow our heads and give thanks to the Lord that the forgiveness of our
sins by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ has been by the free grace of God, an not conditioned
upon our imperfect forgiveness of our fellow man. But then our hearts should be so filled with
gratitude because of what God has done for us, for Christ’s sake, that we should fully forgive those
who trespass against us. Surely it takes much grace. But God is the God of all grace, an He is able
to make all grace abound toward us; that we, a ways having all sufficiency in all things, may
abound to ever good work. 2 Corinthians 9:8. And let us also remember that not only does God
forgive; but God forever forgets. And it will not be so difficult for us to do this if we will keep in mind
the difference between “ten thousand talents” and “one hundred pence.” But surely we shall not go
back to legal grounds and the King's message to Israel for our unmixed message of grace
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Chapter 4

S. HAPPY ARE YE IF YE DO THEM

“HAPPY ARE YE IF YE DO THEM” By Pastor John C. O’Hair

We sincerely wish for our readers the happiest of all Happy New Years. Spiritual happiness is the
true abiding happiness. This happiness comes from knowing the Word of God and doing the Word
of God. “Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only.” Hear these words spoken by the Lord
Jesus Christ: “IF YE KNOW THESE THINGS, HAPPY ARE YE IF YE DO THEM.” John 13:17.

Unless we earnestly, diligently, prayerfully, systematically, and spiritually study the Word of God,
we shall not know the Word of God. Moreover, if we would so know the Word of God as to get
from its study the greatest enjoyment, profit and blessing, by intelligently appropriating, interpreting
and applying it, we must obey 2 Timothy 2:15 and rightly divide. the Word.

We are members of the Church, which is the Body of Christ. The words which were spoken by
prophets, priests, kings and apostles to God’'s redeemed people, who were not members of the
Body of Christ, were for their obedience, practice and guidance. “God spake all these words”, so
they were just as much inspired as is the truth that is addressed directly to us. But let us not
misappropriate, or misapply, God’s instructions to Israel, not written to members of Christ's Body.
All Scripture is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in
righteousness.

We are sure that the “Red Letter New Testament” was never printed by the Spirit's leading. God
who spake in divers manners to the fathers, did speak in His Son. Hearing such words from the
holy Son of God, His disciples could but wonder at the gracious words that proceeded out of His
mouth; for He spake as never man spake. But every intelligent student of the Word knows that
very much of what Jesus of Nazareth spoke on earth was directly to, and exclusively for, Israel.
Many of His messages were not addressed to the Body of Christ, nor to individual members of that
Body. Christ never intended that the religious program that He presented to Israel should be
adopted and practiced by the Church which is His Body. Neither did He intend that all of His
commission, given to the Twelve Apostles, should be binding upon the members of His Body.

Some time ago an unsaved man, who had read the Four Gospels quite thoroughly, said to me: “if
a Christian today is one who obeys the commands that Jesus Christ gave to His Twelve Apostles,
| have never seen a Christian.” Have you? Perhaps you will never appreciate the folly of the
“anti-dispensationalists” until you take a pencil and go carefully, verse by verse, through Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John, and the Book of Acts, and mark in those five Books all of the instructions
and commands of the Lord Jesus that are wholly ignored by all Christians today. Not even an at-
tempt is made by the Lord’s true, spiritual messengers of grace today, to obey or practice them.
Why? That's the question. Why? If the answer is one acceptable to God, it must be, “not intended
for this Divine period of special Gentile favor.” There should be a Scriptural explanation for a
Scriptural elimination.
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All Christians either assent to the fact that many of the Words of Jesus and His Twelve were not
intended for members of the Body of Christ, or they are wilfully negligent and disobedient. They
prefer to keep silent as to why they have no place in their spiritual program whatever for fifty or
more of the commands, practices, messages, signs and works of the disciples in the Four Gospels
and Acts. But their silence breaks forth into loud and vigorous protests when a servant of the Lord
offers the one and only Divine rule in defense of all Christians who omit from their Church creeds
and their spiritual program so much that rightfully belonged to God’s people in a former
dispensation.

Just what dispensation is this? And where in the Bible is this present dispensation described?
Where is God's spiritual program for members of the Body of Christ during this dispensation?
These are most important questions that we are endeavoring to answer in this magazine.

We want to practice what is, with many of our Fundamentalists, more than a theory. They are sure
that they are “grace” preachers, but their programs are really a mixture of grace and .....

Surely we shall find in Christ's revelations to the Apostle Paul, the Scriptural “dispensational” key
to the intelligent, spiritual understanding, interpretation and application of all of the truth of all of the
Bible. If we thus know the things of Christ, happy will we be if we do them. In no other way can we
be of power and of love and of a sound mind in rightly dividing the Word of truth, and thus walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called and walk well pleasing to the Lord.
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Chapter 5

S. HE SHOWED UNTO THEM HIS HANDS AND HIS SIDE Joh_20:20.

“HE SHOWED UNTO THEM HIS HANDS AND HIS SIDE” John 20:20.

| wonder how the lives of present-day Christians would be affected if the risen Christ should
appear today as He did to His disciples after His resurrection.

“Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and said
unto them, Peace be unto you. And when He had so said, He showed unto them His hands and
His side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again,
Peace be unto you: as My Father hath sent Me, even so send | you.” John 20:19-21.

Perhaps we are thinking that if He thus should appear in person and say, “Peace unto you.” we
would never again be disturbed, no matter how many contrary winds should blow, or how much
uncertainty, unrest, lawlessness and violence should surround us.

What a transformation would take place in our lives! What zeal, enthusiasm, energy, and power
would take possession of us, if the glorified Christ should suddenly appear and show unto us His
nail-pierced hands and feet and the wound in His side and then say, “As My Father sent me, so
send | you!” “These wounds came to Me in the performance of My Father’s will; but | received
them for you! These hands and this side mean redemption for you and they also mean, ye are not
your own, ye are bought with a price. | send you to tell others that they too may be redeemed
because I, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man.” To make the individual personal
application, bow your head in earnest prayer; try in your mind’'s eye to see the glorious Christ
standing before you, showing you His hands and His side, speaking peace to your heart and
sending you out to witness for Him. See what the result will be. The trouble is, that so few of us
believe the words that He spoke to Thomas several days later: “Because thou hast seen Me, thou
hast believed; blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” John 20:29.

According to 1 John 3:1-3 we are going to see Christ and we are going to be like Him. Therefore,
in that Epistle, John urges us not to be ashamed before Him at His coming. 1 John 2:28.

We are to appear before the judgment seat of Christ. We shall then see His hands, His side and
His glorified face; and we shall give an account of deeds done in the flesh, 2 Corinthians 5:10.
“Therefore” . . . Therefore what? “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” 2
Corinthians 5:11. “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if One died
for all, then were all dead: and that He died for all that they which live should not henceforth live
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.” 2 Corinthians 5:14-15.

“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Corinthians 5:20.

There are so many sinners all around us. The majority of them are indifferent and unconcerned as
to the truth, that Christ was wounded for our transgressions. But almost as sad is the fact, that the
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majority of Christians are as little concerned about getting the saving message to them.
“Peace be unto you; as My Father hath sent Me, even so send | you.” John 20:21

Christians, will you pray definitely that God will arouse you to your privilege and responsibility in
the matter of telling to sinners the story of redemption through the crucified and glorified Christ?
And sinner, will you right now receive Christ?

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call on
Him in Whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach except they be
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things.” Romans 10:13-15.
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Chapter 6

S. IS PHYSICAL HEALING PROVIDED IN THE ATONEMENT?

“IS PHYSICAL HEALING PROVIDED IN THE ATONEMENT?” BY CHARLES F. BAKER

Every true Christian believes that spiritual healing, salvation of the soul from sin, is to be found
only in the death of Christ, but there is disagreement as to whether His death is supposed to
provide physical health also for the believer. Some teach that Christ bore our sicknesses upon the
Cross as well as our sins, and that it is therefore as much the will of God that we be healed of
sickness as to be saved from sin. Since salvation is received through faith, healing must come in
the same manner, and if one is not healed it proves he doesn’t have faith. If the premise of this
argument is true, i. e. that Christ died for our sickness and that God is not willing that any should
be sick, then the above conclusion logically follows; but we ask: Is the premise true? This teaching
is based upon Matthew 8:17 : “Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses,” a quotation
from Isaiah 53:4. But the all important thing to see is that Jesus fulfilled this scripture three years
before His death. He was bearing their sicknesses all during His earthly ministry, but He never
bore any one’s sins until He died upon the tree. Since the Bible declares that He fulfilled the work
of bearing sicknesses before His death, any teaching is proved false which claims He fulfilled that
work in His death. The second important fact is found in the word “bare”. Peter tells us that Christ
“bare our sins in his own body on the tree.” This word is “anaphero” in the Greek, and means to
bring to the altar or to offer a sacrifice. It is used in Hebrews 9:28 : “Christ was once offered to bear
the sins of many”; and most significantly the translators of the Septuagint chose this word in Isaiah
53:12 : “and he bare the sins of many.” But there is an entirely different word used regarding the
bearing of sickness in Matthew 8:17. It is “bastazo” and means to lift or to carry or to endure. It is
never used of bearing sins. This is the same word John the Baptist used in Matthew 3:11 : “whose
shoes | am not worthy to bear.” Paul used it in Galatians 6:2 : “bear ye one another’s burdens, and
so fulfill the law of Christ.” Paul asked Christians to do in Romans 15:1 exactly what Christ did:
“bear the infirmities (or sicknesses) of the weak,” but he never told any Christian to bear the sins of
another. And again, most significantly the Septuagint uses this same word in Isaiah 53:4 : “surely
he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.” Thus Christ bore sicknesses in an altogether
different sense from which He bore sins. The third fact is based upon logic. If healing is in the
atonement to the same extent as salvation, then one possesses salvation to the extent he enjoys
physical health. But since all Christians in the past have died, and mostly from disease, this would
prove that all had lost salvation; for all surely lost health.

Fourthly, Paul, the model Christian, gloried in his infirmities (2 Corinthians 11:30; 2 Corinthians
12:9-10—this word means sickness, the same word as used in Matthew 8:17). If sickness is
contrary to the will of God, then Paul gloried in being out of the will of God, and it was the grace of
God which taught him to do it.

Fifthly, this teaching denies such scriptures as Romans 8:23 : “but ourselves also, which have the
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit,
the redemption of our body.” Yes, praise God, our salvation includes a body as perfect as Christ’s
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own glorious body, but none will receive it until the resurrection for which we wait.

Lastly, let it be noticed that God promised health to Israel along with other temporal blessings. He
revealed Himself as Jehovah-Ropheca, the Lord that healeth thee (Exodus 15:26). See also
Deuteronomy 28:1-14. But not one of these promises can be found directed to the Body of Christ,
but often just the opposite. God not only promised to heal but to make rich (Deuteronomy
28:11-12). Therefore if you are not rich it is just as much a sign of unfaithfulness as if you are sick.

Surely we believe that God hears and answers prayer for the sick, but plain scripture forbids us to
believe that healing is in the atonement or that sickness brands one as unfaithful or disobedient.
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Chapter 7

S. LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD

“LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD” By Pastor John C. O’'Hair

“That no flesh should glory in His presence.” 1 Corinthians 1:29. “He that glorieth, let him glory in
the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:31.

“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have
no confidence in the flesh.” Php 3:3.

It generally takes a long time, and many lessons, to teach some Christians to have no confidence
in the flesh, especially if they are religious Christians. Such are foolish Christians, like the
Galatians, to whom Paul wrote, “Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made
perfect by the flesh?” Galatians 3:3. “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit.” Galatians 5:17. In this
same Epistle Paul wrote:

“But God forbid that | should GLORY save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Galatians 6:14.

After reading Galatians 5:19-21 and inventorying the works of the flesh, it is difficult to understand
how any one, who has been redeemed by the grace of God and the blood of Jesus Christ, can
trust in the flesh for one moment. As “they that are in the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:8),
there is not one thing in the flesh that commends itself to God. The most religious sinner on earth
has nothing that God will accept as part payment for salvation. “That which is born of the flesh is
flesh.” John 3:6. No man can begin to adequately appreciate the grace of God until he can and will
say with Paul, in sincerity, “I know that in my flesh there dwelleth no good thing.” Romans 7:18.

Paul said, the commandment (law) wrought in me all manner of concupiscence.” Romans 7:8. On
account of the weakness of the flesh, the Ten Commandments cannot aid in man’s redemption
one iota, unless, as the ministration of condemnation, it convinces him of his entire dependence
for salvation upon the grace of God and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, apart from any works
until after the Divine transformation has taken place in the believer’s soul. 2 Corinthians 3:7 and 2
Corinthians 3:9; Galatians 3:24-25.

WORKS REWARDED Believers will be rewarded according to their works when they meet the
Lord in glory.

“For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed towards
His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” Hebrews 6:10.

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 1 Corinthians 15:58.

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord
ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  But he that doeth
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.”
Colossians 3:23-25.
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“Every man’s work shall be made manifest. for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” 1 Corinthians 3:13-14. The Scriptures,
which deal with the Gospel of the Grace of God, clearly differentiate between “salvation not BY
works of righteousness” and “salvation UNTO works of righteousness. For our salvation, for our
hope of heaven, for our regeneration, or new creation, Christ must receive all of the boasting, one
hundred per cent of the glorying.

We must reach heaven as sinners saved by grace. We can never stand in God’s presence and tell
Him we reached heaven by supplementing the perfect work of Christ.

Then for service, we believe and act upon 2 Corinthians 9:8 : “And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work.”

We are saved unto good works and they should daily abound in the life of every sinner saved by
grace. Let us glory in the cross of Christ.
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Chapter 8

S. SO RUN THAT YE MAY OBTAIN

“SO RUN THAT YE MAY OBTAIN" WHO MAY OBTAIN WHAT? In Paul's First Epistle to the
Corinthians (1 Corinthians 9:24) the Lord instructs His people in this language, “so run that ye may
obtain.” This Epistle is addressed to all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord: It is addressed to saved people. 1 Corinthians 1:2. The Lord’s redeemed people are to run in
a race. They are to strive and be temperate that they might win an incorruptible crown. 1
Corinthians 9:25. The Lord offers a prize for the Christian who runs well. The Lord would not have
any one be troubled or confused as to the difference between running and striving for a prize, and
receiving eternal life as a free gift. Sometimes critics of the Bible state that there are contradictory
statements in this Book of God. But the contradictions are not in the Bible when properly
understood. They are in the confused mind of the person who is not spiritually, diligently and
carefully examining the Scriptures. We read in 1 Corinthians 14:33 that God is not the author of
confusion. We read in Romans 6:23 that “the free gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.” Most assuredly, no individual need strive or run for that which God declares to be His
free gift. In the Scripture quoted, God does not instruct an unbeliever to be temperate in all things.
The unbeliever, in the Bible, is called the natural man. And in Romans 8:7-8 God’s Word clearly
states that the natural man can neither please God nor be subject to the law of God, because by
nature he is at enmity with God.

It is useless for an unsaved man to try to conduct himself in obedience to God’s instructions given
to those who have become His children by faith in His Son. In Romans 3:24 God’s Book clearly
states that a believing sinner is justified without a cause, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus. According to Romans 3:28 the believer is declared righteous without any endeavor on his
part.

Inasmuch as the Bible does not contradict itself, the Lord wants every person to know the
difference between being made righteous without striving, and then striving for the mastery in a
sincere endeavor to live a righteous life. Let us compare 1 Corinthians 9:24 with Hebrews 9:12 :

“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may
obtain.” 1 Corinthians 9:24.

“Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He (Christ) entered in once into
the Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” Hebrews 9:12.

What utter confusion must be in the mind of the individual who thinks he is running a race to obtain
eternal redemption when this eternal redemption has already been obtained by the omnipotent
sinless Son of God Who suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God. 1 Peter 3:18.

Thus we see when the Lord said, “So run that ye may obtain”, He was speaking of the
incorruptible crown which will be the reward of the faithful saint who runs well the race that is set
before him. This he will do by looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith.
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We cannot save ourselves. We cannot keep ourselves. None of our good works or earnest
endeavors to be good will in any way help us to get to heaven. But surely they will be much to our
credit when we arrive there as sinners saved by grace. So let us, as believers, run, strive and be
temperate. Let us labor for the prize. From heaven’s glory Christ came down to sinful men on
earth.

We've reached another Christmas day to celebrate His birth:

Eternal God in human form, the Virgin's holy Child: The One of whom the prophets wrote, the seed
of woman—undefiled.

Gabriel came to Mary’s home God’s message to proclaim, To tell her of the Saviour’s birth; to give
to her His name:

“Call Him Jesus”, God’s command; on David’s throne He'll reign;

He'll save His people from their sin and Israel’s rights regain. In Bethlehem’s manger He came
forth—Israel’s glorious King. The shepherds kept their flock by night and heard the angels sing:

“Peace on earth! Good will to men! Christ is born today!” The wise men came. to see the King;
God’s star had led the way. And there was born the Son of God Who lived in Israel’s land, Who
came to earth to do God's will—all that God had planned.

Christ came to set the captive free; give Satan’s slaves release;

He spake the Word of God, to men, brought comfort, health and peace. By word and work Christ
proved His claim; Has right to David’s throne. But Israel said, “He shall not reign"—rejected they
the Stone, In the garden Christ was found, and by Judas there betrayed.

Before the rulers He was led, in purple robe arrayed.

Crowned with thorns they hailed Him king, in derision and disgrace They hated Him without a
cause; they spat upon His face.

Pilate found no fault in Him, desired to set Him free: His rulers cried, “We’ll take the blame! nail
Him to the tree”. So the Lord of glory died; but He suffered not in vain. Not only was His death
foretold; but He must rise again. No other way could God be just and sinful men forgive; The
penalty by Christ was paid! By faith the just shall live!

Eternal life is God’s free gift through Jesus Christ our Lord. And when we’re saved, God gives us
work with promise of reward. And as we worship, serve and wait until we hear the call We know
our labor’s not in vain; for God remembers all.

He gives us grace for every day to serve by word and deed;

He keeps us by his power Divine; supplies our every need. The riches of our blessed Lord are
enjoyed by every one Who will obey the word of God and abide in Christ His Son. By His Spirit we
are sealed until redemption day.

Then the Lord Himself shall come and take His saints away. In heaven we shall then appear, in
bodies glorified;
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All living saints who still remain and all the saints who've died.
We’'ll sing anew redemption song when we reach that happy place;
Ever with our Lord we’ll be, as sinners saved by grace.

Tears and crying will all be o’er; no death and never night;

Eternal day for God’s redeemed; forever pure delight.

It this Christmas season then, as we give to those we love, Let our hearts be fixed on Him Who
lives for us above.

If this message reaches one, who's not yet saved from sin, why not take God’s Christmas Gift and
let the Saviour in?
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Chapter 9

S. THE SAVIOR OUT OF HEAVEN

“THE SAVIOR OUT OF HEAVEN"” BY CHARLES F. BAKER

“No one hath ascended into heaven, but (except) he that descended out of heaven, even the Son
of man, who is in heaven” (John 3:13). The entire New Testament bears record to the fact that the
Son of God found it necessary to come out of heaven in order to become the Saviour of the world.
“The second man is the Lord out of heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:47). The preposition “ek” meaning
“out of”, often translated “of, from”, proves conclusively that Christ came out of heaven once to die
a redeeming death, and although now in heaven, will come out of heaven again. Most Christians
profess to believe in His first coming out of heaven, but are ignorant of or deny the fact that He will
come again, although the entire New Testament with the exception of three books, Philemon 1:2
nd and 3rd John, bears witness to the fact and in the same language which describes His first
coming. No doubt fanatical date-setters have spoiled this glorious truth for most Christians, but
such cannot alter the infallible Word of God. The whole philosophy of Christianity is hopeless and
pessimistic apart from it; for the Bible no where holds out hope of immortality and resurrection
apart from it, and if it will never occur, then Christians are of all men most to be pitied (1
Corinthians 15:23, 1 Corinthians 15:19). A failing and powerless Christendom surely presents to
the world a defeated God, when it throws away the hope of Christ's coming with power and great
glory (Matthew 24:30).

Every true Christian has been made conformable with Christ's death (Php 3:10), i. e., has been
crucified with Him (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:6; Colossians 3:3) for the penalty of sin, and has
been given the hope of having his body of humiliation made conformable with Christ’s body of
glory Php 3:21). This redemption of the body (Romans 8:23) is to be realized when Christ next
comes out of heaven. We have already received everlasting life, the salvation of our souls, but we
await the salvation of our bodies. Those who spiritualize or misplace this resurrection err and
overthrow the faith of some (2 Timothy 2:18). This will not be a general resurrection; for it is called
an “ek (out) resurrection ek (out of) dead ones” (Php 3:11), signifying that some of the dead will
remain in the grave after this takes place. It would seem to include only the Body of Christ. Paul
had the hope of attaining to this out resurrection, not by meritorious effort; for the word “attain”
here merely means to come to or arrive at, as is seen from its usage in Acts 26:7 “come”; Acts
25:13 “came unto”; 1 Corinthians 10:11 “come”; towards which he pressed (Php 3:12, Php 3:14).

Some teach that the Body of Christ began after God set Israel aside in Acts 28:28, and therefore
the hope of resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 (given before Acts
28:1-31) is not for the Body of Christ. They say our hope is found in Php 3:11, Php 3:14, Php
3:20-21 and Colossians 3:4, and claim that these passages teach that our Lord is hot coming out
of heaven as in 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18, but that we will be called up on high, to meet Christ, not in
the air, but in heaven. This theory seems to be contradicted, however, by the very scripture they
use. Php 3:20 reads: “For our citizenship is in Heaven, from whence (ek ou—out of which, i. e., out
of heaven) also we look for (or eagerly await—same word used in Romans 8:19, Romans 8:23,
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Romans 8:25; 1 Corinthians 1:7; Hebrews 9:28) the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.” It is exactly
what the Thessalonians were doing: they were “waiting, for His Son from (ek—out of) heaven” (1
Thessalonians 1:10). Christ is now in heaven; we are to wait for Him out of heaven He must
descend from heaven as in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 before Php 3:20-21 can be realized. The day in
which the Corinthians and Thessalonian event is to be realized is called “the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:8), and the one in which the Philippian hope is to be realized is called “the
day of Jesus Christ” and the “day of Christ” (Php 1:6; Php 2:16). If these are two separate events,
then language seems useless in making the distinction. We must, of course, recognize the
distinction between His two comings or parousias; for there will first be a parousia or coming “for
His saints” (1 Thessalonians 4:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:1) in which the Church takes part; and then
there will be the parousia “with His saints” (1 Thessalonians 3:13). The former is called a Mystery
(1 Corinthians 15:51); the latter is the subject of prophecy and not a mystery, being the Second
Coming of Christ back to the earth. Our hope is not to die and go to be with Christ in heaven, but
to be caught up with Him when He next comes out of heaven, and to ever be with Him where ever
He is.
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Chapter 10

S. WERE THE LAST DAYS THE FIRST DAYS?

“WERE THE LAST DAYS THE FIRST DAYS?” A Message by Chas. F. Baker

What would you think of an exegesis which made the last mean the first? Would it not be much
akin to saying that black means white, or that yes means no? But, it may be asked, who teaches
that last means first? It must be admitted that no one claims to teach this, but it will be left for you
to judge in this study of Pentecost whether or not this is taught by those who claim that the Body of
Christ began on that Jewish feast day. The Scripture is Acts 2:17. The scene is the day of Pentec-
ost. The Apostle Peter is the mouth piece of the Holy Spirit, who is giving a specific account of
what is transpiring upon that notable day. Now the majority of pre-millenarians, if asked to relate
what happened on that Pentecost, would say that the Church which is the Body of Christ came
into existence at that time. It was the birthday of the Church, or in other words, Pentecost marked
the first days of the Church.

Now ask the Holy Spirit what took place, and hear Him answering “This is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel: “And it shall come to pass in the last days . . . .” God says that the events of
Pentecost were described by Joel some 800 years before, and that these events marked the last
days. You are now face to face with the problem which has confronted many true Bereans. They
had been taught, and for that reason had taught others, that Pentecost marked the first days; God
said it marked the last days. Who was right? It should not take long to decide, and since God has
not given any one authority to make decisions for other people, you must judge and answer for
yourself. For the sake of those who believe it is a heresy to teach that the Body of Christ did not
begin on Pentecost, it might be pointed out that many of the outstanding theologians, real
defenders of the faith, have taught and do teach that the Church began long before Pentecost. Dr.
Hodge, who represents the doctrine of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches, makes the
following remarks in “Outline of Theology”; in answer to the question: “How may it be shown that
this visible church is identical under both dispensations, and what argument may be thence
derived to prove that the infant children of believers should be baptized?”

“There is no evidence whatever furnished by the apostolical records that the ancient church was
abolished and a new and different one organized in its place.—Their disciples were always added
to the ‘church’ or ‘congregation’ previously existing—Acts 2:47” (pg. 619). Dr. A. H. Strong,
theologian of the Baptist Church, says in his ‘Systematic Theology’: ‘The church of Christ, in its
largest signification, is converted upon that day could have been ‘added’ (Acts and ages, in
heaven and on earth.—The church existed in germ before the day of Pentecost,—otherwise there
would have been nothing to which those converted upon that day could have been ‘added’ (Acts
2:47).” (Pg. 887, 900).

Space forbids quoting many other great Christian thinkers who are of the same opinion, namely,
that the Pentecostal Church was the continuation of that church which was upon earth during the
earthly ministry of Christ. And where is there to be found any intimation from the lips or from the
pens of the Twelve Apostles that a new church was being inaugurated? Were they not still
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expecting the Messianic Kingdom to be restored to Israel (Acts 1:6; Acts 3:19-21)? Did they not
have all things in common, as prescribed by the sermon on the mount (Acts 2:44-45; Acts
4:32-37)7? Did they not continue to meet in the Jewish Temple (Acts 2:46; Acts 3:1; Acts 4:1; Acts
5:20, Acts 5:42; Acts 21:26; Acts 24:18)? Did they not continue to observe the Mosaic Law (Acts
21:18-26)? And what is even more conclusive and convincing, was not the Holy Spirit witness
(Acts 5:32) to the fact that everything connected with the Pentecostal experiences was but the
fulfillment of the Old Testament expectations (Acts 2:16; Acts 3:24), and where in the Old
Testament is there to be found any expectation of a new church divorced from the nation Israel
and its hopes?

Whereas it is plain that the Holy Spirit teaches that Pentecost began the last days in the
consummation of God'’s prophetic program; it is just as evident that the same Spirit through Paul
teaches that the Church which is the Body of Christ was a secret truth hidden in God, never before
made known to the sons of men (Ephesians 3:1-9), and therefore in no way connected with God'’s
prophetic program. How could that which was foretold by all the prophets since the world began
(Acts 3:21), be the same as that which was kept secret from the beginning of the world until made
known to Paul (Ephesians 3:5 and Ephesians 3:9)? And in what sense could the last days of the
Body of Christ have taken place before God even revealed that the Body was in existence?

Pentecost ushered in the last days, which have to do wholly with the nation Israel. Israel was
expecting a new age, but not a new church. Pentecost was bringing the old age to its
consummation and making possible the realization of the Millennial hope of the return of Christ to
establish the kingdom. It should be noted that Peter did not say: “It shall come to pass in the last
day, but in the last days.” All of Joel's prophecy was not to be fulfilled in one day, but was to cover
a period of days, of which Pentecost was the beginning. Therefore all of Joel's prophecy was not
fulfilled on Pentecost, but there was the beginning. There was the pouring out of God’s Spirit; but it
was no secret that God would do this; for it is plainly foretold in Proverbs 1:23; Isaiah 44:3;

Joel 2:28-29; Zechariah 12:10; and, Malachi 3:10. These last days did not come to completion,
however, because the offer of the Kingdom which began on Pentecost was rejected, and God
interrupted the Kingdom program with His secret dispensation of the Body of Christ. When God
ends this secret dispensation, we have every reason to believe that He will bring to completion
Israel’s last days.

It is necessary to see the difference between the last days of Israel and the last days of the
Church. The Apostle Paul who was made the depository of the truth concerning the Body of Christ
never says that either the first or the last days of that Church began on Pentecost, but instead,
some 36 years after Pentecost, points us on to some future time for its last days 2 Timothy 3:1. No
where will it be found that in the last days of the Church there will be any of the miraculous sign
demonstrations which belonged to Israel’s last days. A clear understanding of this subject is
perhaps of more importance for the Christian of today than one would at first suppose. Firstly, it
shows us that we are not living in Israel’s last days, and therefore we should not look for nor seek
to make a place for the sign gifts of Israel’s last days, Secondly, it shows us that the message of
those last days has been superseded by a new message for the Body of Christ. It is no longer
“repent and be baptized for the remission of sins and God will send Jesus Christ back to earth”
(Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19-21), for Christ will never come back to earth until this present dispensation of
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the Mystery is completed. We are not and cannot today usher in the kingdom or bring the King
back. We today have a message of unmixed grace to proclaim to a world dead in trespasses and
sins, that God for Christ's sake will not only save the sinner by grace through faith apart from all
religious works, but will also make him a member of that Body of Christ which He will some day
call on High (Php 3:14). Thirdly, this truth shows us that the signs which belong to Israel’s last
days which must come to pass before Christ can come back to earth are not to be sought after in
the last days of the Church.It does seem peculiar that many who preach on the signs of the times
object to people speaking in tongues, when tongues is clearly called one of the signs (1
Corinthians 14:21-22). It is to be conceded that members of the Body may in its last days see a
foreshadowing and preparation for Israel’s political and economic signs, but it is not possible for
any one today to say with assurance concerning current events: This is that which was spoken by
the prophet. In conclusion it may be said that it is difficult to see how or why one is not saying that
last means first, although perhaps unwittingly, who places the birthday of the Body or Christ on
Pentecost, or who follows the Pentecostal program for today, or who preaches the fulfillment of
Israel’s signs in the present Dispensation of the Mystery.
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Chapter 11

S. A BRIEF COMMENTARY ON A COMMENTARY

A BRIEF COMMENTARY ON A COMMENTARY BY PASTOR HARRY BULTEMA

Dr. Lewis Sperry Shafer, President of the Evangelical Theological College in Dallas, Texas, has of
late written a book on “The Ephesian letter, doctrinally considered.” The book is what it pretends to
be: a brief doctrinal exposition of the Epistle to the Ephesians. It is Calvinistic and sound as we
would expect from Dr. Shafer who, by the way, has written many good books. His works on Grace
and on Satan are known as classics in the world of Fundamentalism. In reading through this brief
Commentary on Ephesians, | was wondering what the esteemed author would say about the “one
baptism” of Ephesians 4:5. Here it follows verbatim:

“There is “one baptism” of Ephesians 4:5. The New Testament distinguishes between the REAL
baptism with the Spirit from the RITUAL baptism with water; and since, according to this passage,
there is but ONE baptism, it is needless to inquire as to which baptism is in view. In explaining this
emphasis upon the one baptism some claim that REAL baptism is so much more important than
RITUAL baptism that RITUAL baptism could not be mentioned with propriety in the midst of these
heaven-high verities in which the one baptism appears. Others point out that the two baptisms, like
substance and shadow, are so closely related to each other as to form one baptism, and thus both
are INCLUDED in the one. On the one hand, to those who believe that RITUAL baptism is in itself
an individual, diverse, and unrelated procedure, having no relation to the baptizing work of the
Spirit, this latter view will not be agreeable; and for these, in spite of the statement that there is but
ONE, the question continues unanswered as to which baptism is indicated in this passage. TO
THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT RITUAL BAPTISM IS BUT THE OUTWARD SIGN OR SYMBOL
OF REAL BAPTISM, THERE IS NO DIFFICULTY CREATED BY THIS EMPHASIS UPON ONE
BAPTISM. Apparently no one ministry of the Spirit accomplishes so much for the believer as does
His baptism, by which we are joined to the Lord, and, being thus in HIM, we are made partakers of
all that He is, even every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus. Certainly this all-important REAL
baptism is not here set aside as unworthy of consideration and as SECONDARY to RITUAL
baptism that it is a unifying agency. The history of the Church is a counter-witness to this. How-
ever, the REAL baptism which joins all believers to Christ is certainly a UNIFYING agency beyond
measure.” A few questions to our esteemed brother Shafer. Does he himself obviate the difficulty
of the two baptisms, where he still clings to a ritual baptism as the outward sign and symbol of
what he calls the real baptism? Why still a little ritualism? Why still a sign after we have the
substance? Has the Word of God not always bound up the signs with Israel the earthly nation?
Even if the one baptism is symbolical and a shadow after the reality has come, is it even so not
another baptism? And are two baptisms consistent with the one baptism? Why not lay aside that
ritual baptism that has been so long an apple of discord among God's dear children? Why not
glorify God with the Apostle and say: “I thank God | baptized none (but a few) for God sent me not
to baptize, but to preach the Gospel.”
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Chapter 12

S. ABUNCH OF KEYS

A BUNCH OF KEYS BY PASTOR HENRY BULTEMA

Keys are the emblem of authority, privilege, power. With keys one can admit to, or exclude from, a
house, or city, or treasures. In Isaiah 22:22, we have the story of the proud Sebua who had proved
unfaithful. How God took the key of the house of David from him and gave it to Eliakim, signifying
that this man was henceforth to be the intimate adviser of the King and admit to the royal chamber
whom he wanted and excluded whom he wanted to keep out. In Revelation 3:7, our Lord has the
key of David and receives and excludes whom He will to and from the Davidic Kingdom and the
“sure mercies of David”. To Peter, as the most prominent member of the Twelve, Christ gave the
Keys of the Kingdom, Matthew 16:19; Matthew 18:28; and in his Pentecostal address Peter
opened wide the door for the whole Israel to enter into the Kingdom, while he used the key to keep
Simon the sorcerer out and also Ananias and Saphira. Acts 5:1-42. The key of knowledge had
been stolen from the people by the lawyers. Luke 11:52. The figure used here is that of knowledge
being a temple filled with great treasures into which the leaders should have led the people, but
whose gate they shut, and kept the key with jealous care, even their commentaries rather hiding
than revealing the knowledge of God’s will.

We cannot even enter into the treasures of the snow, Job 38:22, unless God unlocks His treasure
to us. One scientist photographed 10,000 separate snow flakes, and he found that every one was
different from the other, although each was mathematically symmetrical; and so the scientist had
not found the treasures even of this one department of nature.

What shall we say then of God'’s great treasure box “in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.”

Christ has also the keys of Hades and Death. Revelation 1:18. Hence death and the grave could
not hold Him. He had the keys and could open the doors from the inside.” “What a wonderful
Saviour is Jesus, my Lord.” Let us worship Him with great joy and love!
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Chapter 13

S. A CHALLENGE TO FUNDAMENTALISTS

A CHALLENGE TO FUNDAMENTALISTS LET'S WAKE UP AND OBEY THE WORD OF GOD
LET US OBEY THE WORD OF THE LORD At this time when the world is torn asunder by strife
and blood-shed would it not be wonderful if the prayer of the Lord Jesus, concerning the unity of
His people, might be answered, "that they all may be one, that the world may believe that Thou
hast sent Me"?

What blessed truth is declared in Romans 12:5, "so we, being many, are one Body in Christ, and
every one members one of another.” And we should never forget the commandment of the Lord
Jesus, "A new commandment | give unto you, that ye love one another, as | have loved you, that
ye also love one another," John 13:34. And note the words of the of the Holy Spirit in Ephesians
4:2-5, "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love:
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; one faith, one Body, one
baptism,"

We all thank God for His loyal, uncompromising servant who are earnestly contending for the "one
faith"; for the fundamentals of the Christian faith; salvation by grace through faith in the crucified
and glorified Son of God, His eternal Deity, His bodily resurrection, and His premillennial coming.
We all know that there is but one true bible Church during this present Divine economy and that
the believing sinner becomes a member of this one Church by a Divine baptism at the time he
believes unto the saving of his soul. The Holy Spirit has expressed the Divine Will in these words,
"That there should be no schism (division) in the Body." 1 Corinthians 12:25. "Baptized by one
Spirit into one Body." 1 Corinthians 12:13.

If the men and women of God who are so earnestly contending for the one faith in the midst of the
modernism, ritualism and fanaticism all about us, were as earnestly contending for the one Body
and one baptism, what a united army we would have against the enemies of the grace of God and
the Word of God. Has any true Bible Christian the Scriptural right to contend for a sectarian church
or a sectarian baptism? And surely after all these centuries God'’s true evangels know that it is a
spiritual crime to follow in the steps of the foolish Galatians and pervert God’s "grace" gospel by
mixing in Israel’'s Old Testament religious program. Moreover God’s Bible-teachers know that God
has in His Book an intelligent Divine principle by which His children can know how to bring into this
present economy of grace any part of the kingdom program of the Old Testament Scriptures and
of the Four Gospels that fits into God'’s "grace" program.

Just this past week, in a series of radio messages, an evangelical messenger was earnestly
contending for the faith once for all delivered unto the saints. He had little or nothing to say against
the modernism or ritualism or fanaticism with which the Church of Christ is being troubled on every
hand. He had nothing to say against men affiliated with cults propagating unscriptural heresies
and Satanic vagaries. His attack was against those who agree with him as to the verbal inspiration
of the Bible, the virgin birth and eternal Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, salvation by faith in Christ's
redemptive work and His premillennial coming, and all of the Bible fundamentals of the Christian
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faith. He was attacking such of his fellow saints as do not agree with his "dispensationalism”. Such
of his statements as were not untrue were ungracious. The brother wanted to impress upon his
hearers that he was "ultra-orthodox", "super-spiritual" and "anti-dispensational”. Instead of using
the Scriptures to prove his assertions, he employed the carnal weapons which are forbidden in the
very Scriptures he was defending. He ridiculed, condemned and insulted those with whom he
disagreed. Perhaps it never once occurred to him just how inconsistent, or ignorant, he was when
he boastfully said, "I take the whole Bible," "it is all for me to obey | do not divide the Bible up, and
give some to the Jews and some to the Gentiles". He warned his hearers against those who do not

agree with his principle, or lack of principle, for Bible study.

Now in this counter-charge, that this dear brother is either inconsistent or ignorant, perhaps both,
we do not want to use the same carnal weapons. We would not want to be so ungracious as to say
that the brother was either ignorant or dishonest. Our appeal will be to the Scriptures, to common
sense logic and to our brother’s own teaching and practice as a Christian minister. We will ask you
to weigh the evidence and render your own verdict. A few days before this brother was
broadcasting his "castigating”" message | read a letter from a Chicago pastor, who is an
acknowledged leader among Fundamentalists. In his letter he said that any preacher who does
not obey the commands of the Lord Jesus is a servant of Satan. After you have considered the
Scriptural arguments in this message you be the jury and the judge and see whether or not this
Christian warrior has called himself a servant of Satan. THE CHRISTIAN AND CHRIST'S
COMMANDMENTS

Undoubtedly more than ninety-nine per cent of Christians would say that a Christian is a follower
of Jesus Christ; a Christian is one who keeps the commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then
to the mind of the Berean immediately comes this question, "which of the Lord’s commandments?"
Are Christians in the present economy of grace to obey all the commandments which Jesus Christ
on earth gave to His disciples and to others?

After we have read this message we shall think with the Jewish rabbi who said to an outstanding
evangelical pastor of London, "It was not your Jesus who gave you your evangelical grace
message and program. It was the apostle Paul. Your Jesus was a religious Jew under the law." Of
course, that rabbi did not understand that Christ revealed to Paul the grace message and program
in his Epistles. But if that rabbi had been an evangelical Christian, he would not have endorsed the
red-letter New Testament which emphasizes the words of Jesus on earth above the words which
He gave to Paul by revelation.

Hear the words of the Lord Jesus Christ: "If ye love Me, keep My commandments." These words
were spoken to the disciples of the Lord. Then we read in Acts 11:26, "And the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch." Is a Christian one who keeps the commandments of Christ?
Which commandments?

If Christ were on earth, would He not again put to thousands of professing Christians the same
guestion He put to religious professors of His day? "Why do ye also transgress the commandment
of God by your tradition? (Matthew 15:3). "Ye make the commandment of God of none effect by
your tradition." (Matthew 15:6). "Teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." (Matthew
15:9).
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Nearly one hundred per cent of Christians are the victims of tradition. We are so sheep-like, in that
we fall into the religious habit of following religious leaders and permit them to formulate our
religious creeds. Sooner or later we come to the place where we interpret, appropriate and apply
the Scriptures by the rules and standards of interpretation and application established by certain
leaders and rulers. Of course, in the hearts of Christians, who zealously follow some particular
leader and accept him as final authority in Bible doctrine, there is generally a mixture of contempt
and pity for fellow-Christians who they think are ignorantly following some other erring Christian
leaders. Many of those who play "follow the leader" are not only zealous and loyal but they are so
satisfied with their own position and so prejudiced against others that they will not even seriously
and prayerfully search the Scriptures, under the leading of the Holy Spirit, to ascertain whether or
not they may be mistaken. They do not ask whether or not they have substituted a few religious
traditions for Divine Truth:

Thus we have more than three hundred groups of Christians, with their varying and contrary
religious creeds. We may be sure that the unhappy discord and divisions exist because far more
than ninety per cent of Christians permit others to do their thinking for them. And there is no
Christian sect in this country that has not included in its program and creed some human tradition
or theory. These traditions and theories cause schisms in the Lord’s Body in disobedience to the
plain command of the Lord. WHICH COMMANDMENTS? But now to the question: which of the
commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ are Christians to obey? Let us begin with a most import-
ant command of the Lord Jesus. Read it very carefully in Matthew 23:1-3 :

"Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to His disciples, Saying, the scribes and the Pharisees sit
in Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye
after their works: for they say and do not." Do not hurry on. Consider seriously this command of
the Lord Jesus. Is it for present-day Christians to obey? This is a very clearly stated, positive,
important command. Jesus Christ told His disciples that they were to obey the crooked, hypo-
critical blind fools, (Matthew 23:14-19), the scribes and the Pharisees. Why? Because they
occupied Moses’ seat (cathedra). Where is Moses’ seat in this day of grace? Believers in this
dispensation are seated with Christ in the heavenlies. Compare Ephesians 2:5-6 with Matthew
23:1-3

Neither the radio messenger nor the Chicago pastor obeys this important command. They refuse
to recognize Moses’ seat in this age of grace. If they consider themselves what Christian pastors
should be, faithful stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4:1-4), they should give such a
clear Scriptural exegesis and explanation that their hearers and followers would be convinced that
the Lord’s command of Matthew 23:1-3 has no place in this present economy of grace. There was
a place for Moses’ seat while Jesus Christ was on earth. When the Holy Spirit teaches these
stewards of the mysteries of God the dispensational place of Moses’ seat, they should teach their
hearers and followers why they do not obey some other commandments which the Lord Jesus
gave. And just one such sane, Scriptural message should make them very careful as to their
unjust, ungracious criticisms of their fellow-Christians. If they would give forth one such clear exe-
gesis, taught by the Holy Spirit, they would neither say that any man who does not obey the
commandments of the Lord Jesus is a servant of Satan, nor boastfully say, "I obey all of the Bible".
You are beginning to see that they do not believe what they seem to think they believe.
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It may sound well to a Christian who does not use his mind in Bible-study to hear a leader say, "I
obey all the Bible™—"It is all for me to practice” But when the Christian does think seriously, he
decides that the claimant is either very ignorant, or at least a bit dishonest.

Let us ask the two brethren to whom we have referred; "do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ
was in earnest when he gave the commandment recorded in Matthew 8:4? Now, honestly do you
consistently obey it, or make even the slightest pretense to practice it?” Hear it:

"Go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a testimony
unto them."

Again, if these two brethren were really practicing what they are preaching, after reading Matthew
5:23-24, they would never pray the "Our Father" prayer until after they had paid a visit to their
fellow Christians whom they have denounced, against whom they have brought false charges.
Carefully note this plain and positive commandment of the Lord Jesus Christ

"Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought
against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift." Do you believe that these brethren believe this commandment
fits into the Pauline program of grace? If so, they, are doing nothing about it.

Again, if these two brethren were sincere and honest in their claims, they would obey Matthew
6:17 when they obey the Lord and pray the "Our Father" prayer. Yes, instead of publicly
condemning their fellow saints, they should with the same zeal and energy implore their hearers to
obey Matthew 6:17 : "But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face." This was
the Lord’s command. Our brother says those who do not obey His commands are servants of
Satan.

WAKE UP, FUNDAMENTALISTS!

Something is wrong with our Bible teaching. We do not obey such commands of the Lord Jesus
as we find in Matthew 10:5-8 and we do not give any Scriptural explanation for our negligence or
disobedience if we are guilty of either. If ever the Lord Jesus was in earnest He was when He gave
that clear positive command: "Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go,
preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give."

Why is it that these dear brethren who claim to obey the orders of Christ wholly ignore these plain
commands? They do not do one single thing included in this Divine command, and they cannot.
They do not do one single thing to obey Ephesians 3:9. They could and they should. But instead
they malign, ridicule, condemn and disfellowship other brethren who use Ephesians 3:9 to show
why they make no attempt to obey the great commission of Matthew 10:5-8, which was God’s
program in a former dispensation, but which has no place in the Lord’s present program of grace
for members of the Body of Christ. Is it not a mark of ignorance for any Christian to say, "l am not a
dispensationalist? We here quote some other commandments of the Lord Jesus and ask you if
they are to be obeyed in this present dispensation?

SOME OTHER COMMANDMENTS

Sermonindex.net | Page 35



"Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.”

"And He said unto His disciples, Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on,"

"And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind."

"But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall
be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the
evil.

"And He said unto them. Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread,
neither money; neither have two coats apiece."

"If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet."

"And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And
whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and
from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away."

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal.”

How interesting it would be to examine the two brethren in the presence of witnesses and say, "I
understand you bitterly condemn other men who are saved by faith in the precious shed blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ, because you say they do not obey the commands of the Lord Jesus Christ."

Now a few questions:
Have you sold your property and earthly possessions?

Do you take any thought for your life or lay up any treasures on earth? Have you a savings
account in the bank?

Do you wash each other’s feet?

Do you put any money in your purse when you go away to hold a religious meeting?

Do you take more than one coat?

Do you love your enemies or do you hate men that disagree with your faulty dispensationalism?
Do you give to him that asketh of thee?

| wonder if these brethren would be satisfied to have our heavenly Father forgive them no more
than they forgive Christians who disagree with water baptism theories. They should really tremble
when they read Matthew 18:34-35. But they can be saved from trembling by reading the "grace"
message of forgiveness in Ephesians 4:32. What a difference!

Yes, it would be interesting to ask the two brethren to whom we have referred why they do not
obey Luke 12:33 and urge their hearers to do likewise:
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"Sell that ye have and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth." Luke 12:33.

| understand one of them has recently done the very opposite, having purchased a house and a
lot. I am doing the same thing right now. How different from those Pentecostal disciples

"Neither was there any among them that lacked; for as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, And laid them down at the
apostles’ feet; and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need." Acts
4:34-35.

"And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need." Acts
2:45.

These two brethren erroneously teach that this present "dispensation of grace" began on the day
of Pentecost. They get into no end of trouble because of this blunder. They consider that first
Church under Peter's authority, the ideal Christian Church. Then the message and program
should be considered ideal, and they should preach Acts 2:38 and practice Acts 4:34-35. But they
wholly disregard the division of property. They preach a message entirely different from Acts 2:38-
—Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." They make no attempt to speak with tongues.

They present no Scriptural explanation for the elimination of many of the practices of Christ and
His apostles from their spiritual program. They do not even offer an apology. And yet they
condemn and ridicule and malign and disfellowship other men of God who likewise eliminate
certain kingdom messages, ordinances and ceremonies from the present "dispensation of grace"
but who present an intelligent Scriptural explanation for the difference between the program of
Jesus Christ and the Twelve, and the program which Jesus Christ in heaven gave through the
apostle Paul to supersede His "kingdom of heaven" program. One of the very important
commands which the Lord would have His servants obey is 2 Corinthians 4:2, "not handling the
Word of God deceitfully.

Now think for a moment of an intelligent man of God, who is considered an outstanding leader
among Fundamentalists, a man, regarded as a gifted Bible teacher, making the statement that any
person who does not obey the commands of Jesus Christ is a servant of the devil. If this brother
really believes what he says, the very first command of the Lord Jesus he should obey is Matthew
5:23-24. He knows his brother has something against him and he has not gone to that brother to
be reconciled. To him that knoweth to do right and doeth it not to him it is sin. If asked why he does
not obey this, he would have to confess his disobedience or prove that that command belonged to
a different dispensation. You see that he was not sincere and honest in writing his letter.

Recently this same brother is doing something that he never did before. He is coming out strong
for the "Our Father" prayer. He states that this is the command of Christ. But the command we
have just quoted is in the same sermon of Christ, as is also another command in the same chapter
wholly ignored by our brother. "But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face."
Matthew 6:17. Is it not handling the Word of God deceitfully to select what you please from the
Sermon on the Mount and wholly ignore other commands? To say the least it is very inconsistent
to practice one command and ignore the other. THE KINGDOM SETTING OF THE KINGDOM
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PRAYER

Then let us see the "kingdom of heaven" setting of all three of these commands. The commands
are in the fifth and sixth chapters of Matthew. Now note carefully Matthew 4:17 and Matthew 4:23
and Matthew 10:7-8 :

"From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
"And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.

"And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils; freely ye have received, freely give." Do either of these
brethren, or any other intelligent messenger of grace, preach "the kingdom of heaven is at hand"?
Certainly not. They definitely preach and teach that "that kingdom of heaven" has been postponed
and that God’s message today is Titus 2:11—"For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men." Thus they claim to obey 2 Timothy 2:15 and prove that they are
"dispensationalists”. Is our brother a servant of Satan because he does not obey Matthew 10:8?
Suppose some evangelist would stand in his pulpit and condemn dispensationalism, and say with
the radio messenger to which we have referred, "l believe the whole Bible is for us to obey and
practice." So, in the series of meetings, which | am to conduct here we shall take the message and
program of Matthew 10:8 during my stay". The evangelist would not even be permitted to finish his
first message. Why? Because "the kingdom of heaven" is not at hand. The brother couldn’t heal
the sick, or raise the dead, or cast out demons, or cleanse the lepers. Did not the Lord give that
command in earnest? Did not the apostles obey it? Is it for us today? How about the credentials of
a Christian in Mark 16:17-18? Who practices those signs in this age of grace? What became of
those signs? God has an answer. God’s servants should know God’s answer.

If a Christian worker owns several suits of clothes, has a savings account in the bank, owns real
estate, stores fuel and food in the cellar for the winter, and refuses to give money to some one who
asks him, is he not breaking the commandments of Christ? Does that mean that he is a servant of
Satan? Christ said "agree with thine adversary quickly." Should we obey this?

Note the positive and definite command of Christ in Luke 24:49, "Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power from on high." Inasmuch as those disciples lived before the advent
of the Holy Spirit and we live in this day of grace, is any kind of a tarrying meeting in any city in
order today? When we have the Scriptural explanation as to why we do not have to tarry for the
Holy Spirit, do we not have God’s dispensational principle by which we interpret, appropriate and
apply the Scriptures in obedience to 2 Timothy 2:15? "Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth."

Again referring to that petition in the "Our Father" prayer, which is dispensationally a "kingdom"
prayer, "forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors", how could either of the brethren to whom
we have referred ever get into heaven, if God condemned them for their unforgiving spirit as well
as for their utter inconsistencies in taking two or three of Christ's commands and entirely ignoring
thirty or forty of them? If ye keep the whole law and offend in one point ye are guilty of all—Was
not the anathema of God pronounced upon the religious preachers who mixed law with grace?
Galatians 1:7-9. Note carefully Matthew 6:15 - "But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
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will your Father forgive your trespasses."

Now in the name of the Lord, | challenge these two brethren to meet in the presence of a company
of Christian brethren and prove by the Scriptures that they were sincere or Scriptural in the
statements they made. We are reminded of Shakespeare’s words, "my words fly up, my thoughts
remain below; words without thoughts never to heaven go." Men of God should be very careful
about misrepresenting the Lord’s servants.

UNSCRIPTURAL OR UNDISPENSATIONAL

There are some splendid Christians who religiously practice the washing of feet. Are they
Scriptural or unscriptural? There are some splendid Christians who religiously abstain from eating
pork. Are they Scriptural or unscriptural? There are some splendid Christians who anoint the sick
with oil, while others use blessed handkerchiefs. Are they Scriptural or unscriptural? There are
some splendid Christians who tarry for the Holy Spirit after they have received Christ for salvation.
There are many Christians who claim visions, angelic visitations, and that they hear supernatural
voices. Are they Scriptural or unscriptural? There are thousands of Christians who break forth in
some kind of a speech which they call the gift of tongues. Is it Scriptural or unscriptural to speak
with tongues?

| wonder if these two brethren and many others of you Christian leaders have any idea of the
number of zealous, sincere Christians who are troubled to know why Christian pastors and Bible
teachers wholly ignore the truth of 1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 :

"And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily, prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”

"For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom: to another the word of knowledge by the
same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To
another the working of miracles; to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits; to another
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues."

They have the right to ask the question, "If God put them in the Body and if Christians in 1941
belong to the same Body, who has taken these gifted men out of the Body?" Men who are God'’s
Bible-teachers are stewards of the mysteries of God. They should rightly divide the Word of Truth,
and show from the Scriptures why the most carnal saints of Paul's time exercised all of the
sign-gifts, whereas the most spiritual and gifted Christian “"grace” preachers today do not even at-
tempt to exercise one of these gifts. They simply ignore them without explanation or apology.

Christians have the right to know whether or not they are to obey 1 Corinthians 14:39, 1
Corinthians 5:5, 1 Corinthians 7:29 :

"Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues."

"To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus."

"But this | say, brethren, the time is short; it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though
they had none."
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How much of the program of Acts 19:5-6; Acts 19:11-12 is for today ?

"When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid
his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied.”

"And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul; so that from his body were brought unto
the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went
out of them." This was God’s program more than twenty years after our two brethren and many of
you claim that "the dispensation of grace" and "the dispensation of the mystery" began, (for they
say they began on the Jewish Pentecost with the twelve apostles). What part of this program is for
this present economy-of grace? We have here the last Bible record of water baptism. Imposition of
hands, Holy Spirit baptism, speaking with tongues, miraculous healings, followed that water
baptism. Should we not insist on the complete program today as the Pentecostalists do, or give an
intelligent Scriptural explanation as to what right we have to take just the water baptism and drop
everything else? When we find this explanation we shall find that we have no such right. "But the
Christians who have done this have followed sectarian creeds and human traditions instead of the
Word of truth rightly divided. We say again, "Wake up Fundamentalists!" Think of the wild
fanaticism among the religious "healing" and "tongues" Christians. Ridicule and condemnation will
not remedy the situation. God’s antidote is obedience to 2 Timothy 2:15 and Ephesians 3:9. In our
new 320 page book, entitled "The Unsearchable Riches of Christ" we have not only made the
claim, but we have proven by the Scriptures that the understanding of Ephesians 3:1-11, (the
unsearchable riches of Christ), is Gods curative for every ill and "ism" with which the Church of the
Lord is afflicted. A FOLLOWER OF JESUS

Then we say that a Christian is one who follows Jesus Christ. Let us read carefully Luke 2:21-22;
Luke 2:24— Acts 2:39 and Acts 4:16. Here we see the infant Jesus and the Man Jesus. Are we to
follow Him in circumcision? Are we to follow Him to the Jewish synagogue on the Jewish sabbath?
Note John 7:10 and Luke 22:11 : "But when His brethren were gone up, then went He up unto the
feast, not openly, but as it were in secret.”

Jesus Christ was circumcised thirty years before He was baptized with. water and about thirty-four
years before His death baptism. Luke 12:50. He was a minister of the circumcision. Romans
15:8. He was sent to the circumcision only. Matthew 15:24. He said unto His twelve apostles "go
not into the way of the uncircumcision”. John the Baptist baptized with water that Christ might be
made manifest to the circumcision John 1:31. All the time Jesus Christ was on earth the covenant
of circumcision was in full force. Acts 7:8. Genesis 17:5-15. Note the attitude of the eleven
apostles toward Peter because he preached to an uncircumcised man seven or eight years after
the baptism of Christ on the cross: "They of the circumcision contended with Him saying, Thou
wentest in to men uncircumcised and didst eat with them." Acts 11:1-3.

Note some years later how Peter still feared the circumcision:

"For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come
he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.” Galatians 2:12.

Note what Paul did about that time:
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"Him (Timothy) would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the
Jews which were in those quarters for they knew all that his father was a Greek." Acts 16:3. From
the day John the Baptist began to baptize with water until the day Peter baptized Cornelius and his
household no man was baptized who had not first been circumcised. So we may be sure that the
Eunuch of Acts Eight was a circumcised proselyte. As we compare the nineteenth chapter of Acts,
where we find the last Scriptural record of a baptism with water, with the twenty-first chapter of
Acts, we learn that God’s Book shows that circumcision was being practiced after the last record of
water baptism. From this we see the absolute folly of teaching that water baptism was instituted by
the Lord to take the place of circumcision. Thousands of Christians have been led into this
erroneous teaching and accept the error as truth because they follow their leaders without follow-
ing the example of the noble Bereans who searched the Scriptures daily to see whether these
things were true. Then, to think of outstanding "grace" preachers who immerse little infants in a
bath tub and say little Israelitish infants were immersed in the Red Sea and we should immerse
the infants of Christians in obedience to 1 Corinthians 10:1-10.

Think of a Christian pastor telling other Christians that he obeys all of the Bible, that he does not
give some of it to the Jews and some to the Gentiles and some to members of the Body of Christ.
Did not the Lord state positively that unless a man was circumcised he should be cut off from His
congregation? Genesis 17:5-15. Was this not binding at the time Jesus Christ gave the
commandments in the Sermon on the Mount, at the time He taught the "Our Father" prayer, and
for some years thereafter? Surely we are the victims of tradition and have substituted
commandments of men for the doctrine of God rightly divided. Whenever a Christian leader holds
on to a religious ceremony, he will interpret the Bible to defend his religious practice. SHOULD WE
FOLLOW THE LORD JESUS IN KEEPING THE PASSOVER?

"And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guest
chamber, where | shall eat the passover with My disciples?" Are we to follow the Lord Jesus and
keep the Jewish feasts? We are told by some zealous religious leaders that we are to follow the
Lord in baptism; but they seem never to have read Luke 12:50 and Colossians 2:11-12.

Circumcision is just as essential to salvation as is baptism. No one can get into heaven who has
not been circumcised or baptized with the circumcision and the baptism of Colossians 2:11-12 :

"In Whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also
ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God, Who hath raised Him from the
dead."

| am sure we are all agreed that since the days of the apostles the human race has lived in God’s
economy of grace. We believe Romans 6:14, "ye are not under the law, but under grace.”" We are
sure that God’s will concerning members of the Body of Christ, expressed in Colossians 2:16, is to
be obeyed by these Body members—"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days."

Any spiritual intelligent child of God knows that it is utterly impossible for him to obey this
command in Colossians 2:16, and at the same time obey the command of the Lord Jesus, in
Matthew 23:1-3, with respect to the authority of those who sat in Moses’ seat. The explanation is

Sermonindex.net | Page 41



that between the command of Matthew 23:1-39 and that of Colossians 2:16, the great event
mentioned in Colossians 2:14 took place. "Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross."

Now let us compare Ephesians 4:32 with Matthew 6:14-15 : "And be ye kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you."

"For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; But if ye forgive
not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Do you see that one is
grace and the other is law? Note again Colossians 2:13 and Acts 13:39, and compare with
Matthew 18:34-35. We quote these four verses:

"And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath He quickened
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses."

"And by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the
law of Moses."

"And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due
unto him. So likewise shall My heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not
every one his brother their trespasses.” Which is God’s message for us in this age of grace?

RECOVERY OF TRUTH

Let us remember that before John, the apostle, died the prophesied apostacy had set in. By the
end of the third Christian century the organized church had been plunged into spiritual darkness,
which grew worse and worse until Luther's reformation. The fundamental doctrines of
Christianity had been lost to the great majority of professing Christians. The church-leaders, for
the most part, were unregenerated religious political rulers or religious men allied with ungodly
political potentates. This condition prevailed for centuries. Christendom was in an awful spiritual
state. Religious teachers had departed from sound doctrine.

Even the recovery of "justification by faith" produced a tremendous reformation. The people who
sat in darkness saw a great light. But Luther and his co-laborers and followers recovered little or
nothing of the truth of Ephesians and Colossians Concerning the Body of Christ. The
church-leaders of the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries would have persecuted
unto death Christians who would have dared to teach concerning the Body of Christ and the
gospel of grace what "grace" preachers are proclaiming today and what John Darby taught in his
day.

We quote a note from the writings of the very pastor to whom we have referred in this message.
This note is concerning the one Body of Ephesians

"It is a great truth that the Lord is teaching many over again in the present day, after it has been
buried in the rubbish of ecclesiastical traditions for centuries that God has a Church upon earth. It
is our part then, not to be making churches, but to acknowledge what He has already made. The
various churches spoken of in the New Testament are but severally the Church of God in such or
such a place. Nothing is owned but this; the Church of God. Membership is in this, and not in local
bodies . . . Into this membership man cannot admit, but the Lord only . . . Our part is only to bow to
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what He has done, and to receive one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. Now
all making terms of admission is plainly out of the question, for we do not admit at all."

Even now, centuries after "The Reformation", how many Christian pastors, all of whom are
supposed to be stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4:1-4), are obeying Ephesians
3:9? "And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from the beginning
of the world hath been hid in God." Be honest, servants of the Lord, are we to obey this command
or ignore it? What are you doing about it? Christians will never enjoy the most blessed and glor-
ious truth of the Bible, for them, until they see this. The pastor, who branded as servants of Satan
men of God who do not obey all the commands of the Lord, and who himself ignores most of them,
bitterly condemns and maligns and abuses God’s servants who are faithfully endeavoring to obey
Ephesians 3:9, while he does absolutely nothing about it.

Concerning "the dispensation of the mystery", this pastor wrote in one of his books on Paul, "how
earnest was the apostle Paul in seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this precious
truth." How true is this statement of this pastor who is fighting this precious truth today? Note
what Paul wrote in Colossians 4:2-4

"Continue in prayer and watch in the same with thanksgiving: Withal praying also for us, that God
would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which | am also in
bonds; That | may make it manifest as | ought to speak." This precious truth certainly got Paul into
plenty of trouble. Note what he wrote in 2 Timothy 2:9 : "Wherein | suffer trouble as an evil doer,
even unto bonds; but the Word of God is not bound." Leaders among the Fundamentalists of
today will certainly treat as "evil-doers" men of God who seek to follow Paul as they are
commanded to do.

If you are faithful in proclaiming this precious truth today you will be in plenty of trouble. This is
because of sectarian prejudice resulting from mixing man’s traditions with God’s truth, or by using
some hit-and-miss, snatch-grab method to bring some of Israel’s religious program over into "the
dispensation of grace" (Ephesians 3:1-3), without exegesis, explanation or apology. Thus the
mystery is still a mystery.

Note again several quotations from the pastor to whom we have referred:

"Throughout the writings of the Apostle Paul he again and again refers to a wonderful secret,
which he designates in a special way as "the mystery," or "the great mystery."

"For centuries it was almost entirely lost sight of. In fact, until brought to the fore through the
writings and the preaching and teaching of a distinguished ex-clergyman, Mr. J. N. Darby, in the
early part of the last century, it is scarcely to be found in a single book or sermon throughout a
period of sixteen hundred years."

"Of ordinances exalted to the place of mysteries, as in heathen rites, he will find much; but as to
the mystery, which to the apostle was so unspeakably precious, rarely a reference."

"That a doctrine so clearly revealed in the Scriptures could have become so utterly lost is only to
be accounted for by the Judaizing of the Church, and the consequent minding of earthly things that
beclouded the heavenly ones."
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"The mystery" was not something of difficult, mysterious character, but a sacred secret never
known to mankind until in due time opened up by the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul."

"It was not hid in the Scriptures to be brought to light eventually; but we are distinctly told it was hid
in God until such time as He chose to manifest it."

"This was not until Israel had been given every opportunity to receive Christ both in incarnation
and resurrection. When they definitely refused Him God made known what had been in His heart
from eternity, that from all nations, Jews and Gentiles, He would redeem and take out an elect
company who would, by the Spirit's baptism, be formed into one Body."

"The mystery formed no part of the revelation of the previous dispensations. Had it been
otherwise, Paul could not rightly have written that it was "kept secret since the world began." It was
part of the good news he was commissioned to publish abroad but he learned it not from the
former Scriptures, but by direct revelation from the Lord Jesus Christ in glory." THE MYSTERY OF
THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST WAS NEVER MADE KNOWN IN OLD TESTAMENT
TIMES, NOR YET WHEN OUR LORD WAS ON EARTH. IT WAS HID. THE DIVINE METHOD OF
MAKING IT KNOWN WAS BY A SPECIAL REVELATION TO THE APOSTLE PAUL,
COMMITTED TO HIM TO PASS ON TO THE SAINTS.

"The Divine method of making it known was by a special revelation to the apostle Paul, as he tells
us in Ephesians 3:1-21. But this revelation was not for him only. It was a ministry committed to him
to pass on to the saints."

"How earnest was the apostle in seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this precious
truth.”

Note carefully the statement, "That the doctrine so clearly revealed in the Scriptures could have
become so utterly lost is only to be accounted for by the Judaizing of the Church, and the
consequent minding of earthly things that beclouded the heavenly ones."

If this doctrine is not utterly lost to our brother, he should be as earnest as was Paul in seeking to
lead Christians into the knowledge of this precious truth, instead of being one of the greatest
hindrances to this truth in the country. If the truth is utterly lost to him, then it is because he has
Judaized the Church and is minding earthly things. This is his own confession. But the explanation
is that he came face to face with a decision. He had to make his choice; a tank of water for his
baptism ceremony or the proclamation of the mystery. He must have decided that the water
ceremony, his watery grave theory, was more precious than that truth that was so precious to the
apostle who said "Christ sent me not to baptize."

WAKE UP FUNDAMENTALISTS! The Body of Christ is only one phase of this precious Divine
truth, which is the most blessed and glorious truth for saints in all of God’s Word. Many centuries
ago the risen Christ revealed this mystery, "His eternal purpose in Christ." Ninety-nine plus per
cent of Church members are as ignorant of this truth as though it were not in the Bible. It is God’s
answer to the fanaticism, to all the Israelitish movements with which the Church of Christ is
afflicted. It is the Divine curative for every ill and "ism" that is troubling the Body of Christ.

If there is to be a revival before the Lord Jesus comes for His Church, it will be when this glorious
truth is brought from under the rubbish heap and ecclesiastical tradition to which our brother
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referred.
See why God wants this glorious truth known:

"And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some evangelists; and some pastors and
teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the Body
of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a
Perfect Man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. That we henceforth be no
more children tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men. and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive."

Let us no longer be children—Let us obey the Lord’s command.

If there is any reason why the Lord is delaying His coming for His Church, it is not because He is
waiting for the revival of the Roman Empire, but because He wants His saints to see and obey
Ephesians 3:9-11 :

"And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in the
heavenlies might be known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord."

LET US DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT Now let us be gracious and longsuffering and forgiving. Let
us obey Ephesians 4:1-6 :

"l therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith
ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one Body, and one Spirit,
even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and
Father of all, Who is above all, and through all, and in you all." But in kindness let me ask you, do
you think a man is honest or intelligent when he says he obeys all the Lord’s commands?

We do not obey Matthew 10:8 and we cannot:

"Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils freely ye have received, freely
give." But we can, and should obey Ephesians 3:9 :

"And to make all men see what is the dispensation of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God."

We do not, and we should not, wash one another’s feet.
We do not agree with our adversaries quickly, or slowly, in obedience to Matthew 5:25.

We do not and cannot, speak with tongues or perform miracles. But we can, and should obey
Ephesians 3:9. When we obey Ephesians 3:9, we shall see why we cannot speak with tongues,
heal the sick, cast out demons, raise the dead, have visions, preach political signs to prove that
Christ's Second Coming is at hand.

We do not, and should not, preach "he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," or "repent
and be baptized for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. But we
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should obey Ephesians 3:9.

We do not sell our houses and lots and give the money to religious leaders, because he that
provideth not well for his own household denies the faith and is worse than an infidel. WHO
OBEYS Mark 16:14-18?

Why did not the twelve apostles obey Mark 16:14-18? Why do not Fundamentalists obey Mark
16:14-18 today? Do you know of a single grace messenger who preaches or practices Mark
16:14-18? Do you know of a single Scripture to prove that the twelve apostles preached the gospel
throughout Asia, Africa and Europe?

Now before our comments carefully read Mark 16:14-18 : "Afterward He appeared unto the eleven
as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. And He said unto them, Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but He that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe;
In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover."

Surely we have here in very simple and plain language a clear program presented to the eleven
apostles by the resurrected Christ; "Go ye into all the world". "Preach the gospel to every
creature." "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." "These signs shall follow them that
believe."

Now note Matthew 24:14 and Colossians 1:5-6 and Colossians 1:23 :

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.”

"For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth
of the gospel; Which is come unto you, as it is in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth
also in you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew the grace of God in truth:"

"If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the
gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven;
whereof | Paul am made a minister;"

Note carefully, "Whereof | Paul am made a minister." Then note 2 Timothy 4:17 :

"Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, that by me the preaching might be
fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and | was delivered out of the mouth of the lion."
The gospel preached in all the world to every creature was under Paul’s authority. But when he
had accomplished this, the end mentioned in Matthew 24:14, did not come. The end of Paul's
earthly ministry came. But he commissioned Timothy to go right on with the grace message and
program. But Paul did not tell Timothy to put hands on the sick. Note carefully 1 Timothy 5:23 :
"Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine oft infirmities."
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If you will open your Bible and turn to the Book of Acts, you will read these headings, "Paul’s First
Missionary Journey." "Paul’'s Second Missionary Journey" and "Paul’s Third Missionary Journey".
But you will not read of Peter’s first, second or third missionary journey or of the twelve apostles’.
Why? Because they did not take any such journeys, according to the "Acts" record. They remained
in Jerusalem. Acts 8:1 and Acts 15:1-3. How then could they have remained in Jerusalem and
have preached the gospel to every creature in the world? Note carefully the Lord’s instructions to
Paul:

"And it came to pass, that, when | was come again to Jerusalem, even while | prayed in the
temple, | was in a trance; And saw Him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of
Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. And | said, Lord, they know that |
imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on Thee: And when the blood of Thy
martyr Stephen was shed, | also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the rai-
ment of them that slew him. And He said unto me, Depart: for | will send thee far hence unto the
Gentiles." As we carefully examine the Divine Record telling of the ministry of the twelve apostles
and Paul, we should learn why Paul said, "I am the apostle of the Gentiles." Romans 11:13.The
language in Galatians 2:9 is very plain and any misunderstanding of the statement certainly seems
inexcusable. Note this plain statement: "And when James. Peter and John, who seemed to be
pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands
of fellowship that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision."

Again the question, how could any student of the Scriptures teach that the twelve apostles even
began the task of going into all the world to preach the gospel to every creature when they agreed
to evangelize the Jews?

Paul preached to many Jews in many different places, but he was peculiarly the Lord’s special
messenger to the Gentiles. Paul emphasized this fact time and again. 1 Timothy 2:7, 2 Timothy
1:11, Ephesians 3:8.
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Chapter 14

S. A DISPENSATIONAL STUDY OF BIBLE CHARACTERS

A DISPENSATIONAL STUDY OF BIBLE CHARACTERS By Pastor John C. O’Hair

We present here eight Bible characters for a Dispensational study: We have a colored chart of the
Bible - an outline from Genesis to Revelation - showing the facts of this study in picture.

ADAM

Adam, the first man, lived before the fall, in the Garden of Eden, in a state of innocency; and he
also lived after the fall, outside of the Garden, in a state of sin. Adam lived and sinned about 4000
years before Christ Jesus, the Second Man, came into the world to save sinners. Read 1
Corinthians 15:45-47; 1 Corinthians 15:22.

NOAH

Noah lived before the flood in the same dispensation, under the same covenant, with Adam the
sinner. Noah also lived after the flood under an entirely new covenant, with new promises, in a
new dispensation, under new conditions.

Noah was a preacher of righteousness. 2 Peter 2:5.
ABRAHAM

Abraham lived part of his life under the covenant that God made with Noah after the flood, and he
lived the last hundred years of his one hundred and seventy-five years enjoying blessings
guaranteed to him through Noah, but also under the new covenant which God made; that is, the
Abrahamic covenant. Under this covenant he spent the first twenty-four years in uncircumcision
and the last seventy-six years in circumcision. It could be truly said, “The Abrahamic covenant was
added to the Noahic covenant.” God made His covenant with Abram 430 years before the Law
was given.

MOSES

Moses, the mediator of the old covenant, spent eighty years of his life under the Abrahamic
covenant of promise, and the last forty years of his life under Israel's old covenant, that is, under
the law. Moses’ life was divided into three periods of forty years each. He received from Jehovah
the Law for Israel about 1492 B.C. It is a very simple matter to see that Moses spent his life under
two different covenants, although the Noahic covenant and the Abrahamic covenant continued into
the Mosaic covenant. The Law was added to the promise - Galatians 3:19. Read Exodus 7:7 and
Deuteronomy 34:7.

DANIEL

Daniel lived in the same dispensation of Law that was given through Moses to Israel. But Daniel
lived in the Land of the Jews before the Babylonian captivity, before the “Times of the Gentiles”
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began; and then he lived in Babylon after the “Times of the Gentiles” began about 600 B.C.
JOHN THE BAPTIST

John the Baptist lived as a contemporary of Jesus Christ for more than thirty years. As the
forerunner of Israel’'s Messiah, John proclaimed the Kingdom message, “the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.” He lived long enough to know that Israel would not receive the King and His Kingdom.
Therefore John lived before and after the King was rejected.

SIMON PETER

Simon Peter was in company with Christ for more than three years before the death of Christ.
During those three years both Christ and Peter were under the law. The Holy Spirit had not yet
been given. John 7:39. Simon Peter lived after the death and resurrection of the Son of God.
Therefore he lived in two entirely different dispensations; first under the old covenant, and then
under the new covenant. Simon lived in the days of the Son of man - then in the Holy Spirit
dispensation. Read John 1:41 and Luke 5:8-11.

SAUL—PAUL

Paul, the Apostle, was saved before Peter preached to the first Gentile household, that of
Cornelius. Paul Lived during the “transition” period, that thirty-year period covered by the Book of
Acts. Then he lived and ministered for some years after the transition period had ceased, after he
reached Rome as Caesar’s prisoner, delivered to that Gentile government by the Jews of Jerusal-
em. There was a radical change after Acts 28:28. Saul’s conversion is recorded in Acts 9:2-15.

DIFFERENT MINISTRIES

All of these men had very definite dealings with the God of Heaven. The omnipotent, everlasting
God revealed Himself to each of these eight men. God committed to each of these men a definite
ministry and each was responsible to God to represent Him on earth in the particular age in which
he lived. Circumstances and responsibilities differed with different dispensations and covenants.

PROGRESSIVE REVELATION

Noah knew by tradition concerning the dealings of God with Adam; but Adam died before God
revealed Himself and His new plans to Noah both before and after the flood.

Abraham knew by tradition and revelation the story of Adam before he passed out of the
dispensation of “Innocence” into the dispensation of “Conscience” as a fallen creature. In the same
way Abraham knew of God’s dealings with Noah, the arkbuilder and preacher of righteousness,
before the flood, and of the new covenant that God made with Noah after the flood, when the hu-
man race was placed by God under the dispensation of “Human Government” or “Authority.” But if
you will search the Scriptures from the twelfth chapter of Genesis to the twenty-fourth chapter, you
will learn that Abraham knew many things from God that neither Adam nor Noah knew. A new
dispensation had been ushered in, “Promise”. During the twenty-four years before Abraham was
circumcised he had many revelations from the Almighty God, and during the years that followed
his circumcision he received new Divine truth from heaven. Revelation was progressive—new
truths constantly being revealed.
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We learn in the fifth Chapter of Genesis that Lamech, the ninth from Adam, was 56 years old when
Adam died at the age of 930. Lamech was the father of Noah and died five years before the flood.
Shem was 93 years old when his grandfather, Lamech, died. Shem was 98 years old at the time of
the flood, which was in the year of man, 1656. Lamech was contemporary of Adam and Shem, the
eleventh generation after Adam. According to the eleventh chapter of Genesis, Shem lived 502
years after the flood and died in 2158 A.H. (year of man). According to the same chapter Abraham
was born in 2008 A.H. He died in 2183 A.H. Genesis 25:7. Notwithstanding the fact that Abraham
was the ninth from Shem, Shem lived until Abraham was 150 years of age. See the connecting
link from Adam to Abraham.
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Chapter 15
S. A Division Because Of Jesus

A DIVISION BECAUSE OF JESUS In the days when Christ was here on earth there was a division
among the people because of Jesus. There was even a greater division after His death and
resurrection in the days of the apostles. There is a still greater division in the world today because
of Jesus.

Note the following Scriptures:

“Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? So there was a
division among the people because of him.” John 7:41 and John 7:43. “Therefore said some of the
Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How
can a. man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them.” John 9:16.
“There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. And many of them said,
He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? Others said, These are not the words of him that
hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?” John 10:19-21. “Suppose ye that | am come
to give peace on earth? | tell you, Nay; but rather division: For from henceforth there shall be five
in one house divided, three against two, and two against three. The father shall be divided against
the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against
the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her
mother in law.” Luke 12:51-53. “He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with
me scattereth.” Luke 11:23. In John 7:1-53, from which chapter we quoted the first Scriptures, note
the statement concerning the division because of Jesus:

“AND THERE WAS MUCH MURMURING AMONG THE PEOPLE CONCERNING HIM: FOR
SOME SAID, HE IS A GOOD MAN: OTHERS SAID, NAY; BUT HE DECEIVETH THE PEOPLE.”
John 7:12.

“Much murmuring”—*Some said"—"Others said.” This is still going on. Who were right, the some
who said or the others who said? Some—"Christ is a good man.” Others—"“Nay, Christ deceiveth
the people.”

Note in Matthew 27:63 that the “others” continued in their attitude toward Christ:

“Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days | will
rise again.” Matthew 27:63. To them Christ was a deceiver. To them Christ performed miracles by
Beelzebub, the prince of demons—Note Matthew 11:19 :

“The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.”

They called Him a blasphemer, because, being a Man, He made Himself God. John 10:33.

Today intelligent Jews join with Christians in declaring that the Lord Jesus Christ was a good Man.
How good? Better than all the rest. There was a time when prejudiced and ignorant men declared

Sermonindex.net | Page 51



that Jesus of Nazareth was deluded. They said He was not mentally sound, therefore, He made
some false claims. But today, intelligent Jews, Christians, and non-Christian Gentiles are all
agreed that Jesus Christ was the most intelligent man that ever lived on earth, as well as the
greatest human benefactor that the world has ever known.

What is the verdict then? The “some” who said, “Christ is a good Man,” were right. How about the
statement of the “others”: “Nay, He deceiveth the people™? Did Christ deceive the people?

If Christ really deceived the people, did He thereby prove that He was a good Man? In other
words; could a man really be both a good man and a deceiver, especially if he continues month
after month, and year after year, to deceive the people? From the beginning of His earthly ministry
until His death, and again after His resurrection, Jesus Christ claimed that He was God manifest in
the flesh, that He was in the beginning in the God head, that He came down from heaven, that He
had glory with the Father before the world was. Christ received worship as God. Christ proved His
claim to Deity by His supernatural power, by His miracles.

If Christ declared that He was God from the beginning, that He had glory with the Father, that He
came down from heaven, and if He really was not what He claimed, then surely He deceived the
people. Such a deceiver could not be called a good man. We must decide by common sense logic
that Jesus Christ was both God and good, or He was not God and good. The Modernists who
have crept unawares into the Christian church are far more inconsistent than were the Jews who
took up stones to kill Christ when He was here on earth. They stoned Him, “because He made
Himself equal with God.” John 5:17-20. In John 19:7, we learn why they had Christ crucified.
Because He claimed equality with God.

These foolish Modernists among church members, join with religious Jews in expressing great
admiration for the man of Galilee, and dote much on the ideal Man, Jesus, with His ideal
philosophy and His interpretation of God and true religion. They eulogize Him, quote Him, praise
Him, and preach Him to Jews and Gentiles. But with all this they ever seek to make Christ, the
Holy Spirit, and all the apostles, liars, by saying that Jesus was a very good man, but that He was
not born as the Bible declares He was born; that He did not come down from heaven; that He did
not have Divine authority to forgive sins. He was not God, the Son. He was not God’s foreordained
sin-bearer. His body was not raised from the dead. He is not now the resurrected Jesus at God’s
right hand, as the Bible claims. Salvation is not by faith in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ,
but by character, by good behaviour, by imitating Jesus, by trying to live up to the religion of Jesus.

Surely you and | agree that these pretenders, who call themselves Modernists, are only
Christianized agnostics. They are far less consistent than were the Jews, who in the first century
also denied the eternal Deity of the Son of God, and took a decided stand against Him, declaring
that He was worthy of death.

Note this law of the Jews in Leviticus 24:16 :

“And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and all the
congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he
blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put to death.”

Sermonindex.net | Page 52



If Jesus Christ was not God, as He claimed time and time again, were not the Jews right when
they said to Pilate

“The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made
himself the Son of God.” John 19:7?

Leviticus 24:16 was the law to which the Jews referred when they spoke the words of John 19:7.

Even the thinking Jews today believe that Jesus Christ was too good to have been a blasphemer.
They should accept Him then as God: for God He was.

Remember what Thomas said when he was fully convinced “And Thomas answered and said unto
Him, My Lord and my God.” John 20:28.

Christ did not say, “Thomas, you are mistaken. | am a very good Man, but | am not Lord and God.”
He received the worship. And remember His own words in Luke 4:8 :

“And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” The pseudo-Christians claim to believe
in the historical Jesus. The historical Jesus is the Bible Jesus. So when they decide on the
authority of the Bible Record that Jesus was a good man, they must, if intelligent and consistent,
acknowledge that by the same Record He was and is God.

“JESUS CHRIST THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TODAY, AND FOR EVER.” Hebrews 13:8.
“And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”

Colossians 1:17.

HOUSEHOLD DIVIDED Note again Luke 12:51 :

“Suppose ye that | am come to give peace on earth? | tell you, Nay; but rather division.”

Look all about on every side, and see not only nations, cities, and communities divided because of
Jesus, but families. If we could only know what is going on in homes where some members of the
household are for Christ and some are against Him.

Yes, there has been, and there is a division among the people because of Jesus. In the eternal
ages there will be a division among the people, because of Jesus. Some will spend eternity with
the Lord and His redeemed in glory. Some will be in perdition suffering the sorrows of the second
death.

Christ declared, “he that is not with Me is against Me.” Luke 11:23. IS CHRIST DIVIDED?

“Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment.” 1 Corinthians 1:10. “For ye are yet carnal: for whereas
there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?” 1
Corinthians 3:3. “For first of all, when ye come together in the church, | hear that there be divisions
among you; and | partly believe it” 1 Corinthians 11:18. “That there should be no schism in the
body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.” 1 Corinthians 12:25.
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Note God'’s will; that there should be no “schism”; no “division.”

What a pity! Christ’'s Church so divided that the apostles asked “is Christ divided?” Since that day
divisions and subdivisions have increased, until today there are more than 300 branches of the
Christian Church. The Lord said, “that there be no schism (division) in the Body.”

Note Ephesians 4:3-7 :

“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is
given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ”

Note again Romans 12:4-5:

“For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we,
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”

Note again Christ’s prayer in John 17:21 and John 17:11 :

“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou host sent me.” “And now | am no more in the world, but these
are in the world, and | come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou
host given me, that they may be one, as we are.”

ONE NEW MAN When we believers reach heaven perfect unity will prevail, and there we shall
learn that God’s purpose in this age is expressed in Ephesians 2:15 :

“Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”

One in Christ. In one Body of which Christ is the Head. Again note Galatians 3:28

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Note 1 Corinthians 12:12-13:

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been made to drink into one Spirit”
As the unbeliever looks on and beholds the division, sectarianism, and lack of unity among
Christians, he is asking, “Is Christ divided?” THE OMNISCIENT CHRIST

| KNOW MY SHEEP

“I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.” “My sheep hear my voice,
and | know them, and they follow me.” John 10:14 and John 10:27.

We read these words in 2 Timothy 2:19 :
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“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” The Lord knoweth
them that are His. The good Shepherd knows His sheep. He said

“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” “As the Father knoweth
me, even so know | the Father: and | lay down my life for the sheep.” John 10:11 and John 10:15.
“My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me: And | give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” John 10:27-28. The
Lord Jesus knows who is saved and who is unsaved. But God wants the believer to know that he
is saved “These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; THAT
YE MAY KNOW THAT YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, and that ye may believe on the name of the
Son of God.” 1 John 5:13.

We read something more about Christ the Shepherd in Hebrews 13:20-21 :

“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to
do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” and in 1 Peter 5:4 :

“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
away.” So we learn that Jesus Christ is the good Shepherd, the great Shepherd and the chief
Shepherd.

JESUS KNEW ALL

“But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all. And needed not that any
should testify of man; for he knew what was in man.” John 2:24-25. To know all is to be
omniscient. Let us read Peter’s words to the Lord Jesus, “And he (Peter) said unto Him, Lord Thou
knowest all things.” John 21:17. The woman at the well said to the Lord Jesus,

L . | know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all
things.” John 4:25.

Note Christ's reply, “. ... .. | that speak unto thee am he.” John 4:26. That sinful woman learned
that day that Christ needed not that any should testify of woman; for He knew what was in woman.

Christ saw Nathanael under the fig tree. But because it was not with physical eye-sight, Nathanael
cried, “Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God.” Christ assured Nathanael that He would see greater
things. John 1:46-51. In John 13:1, Jesus knew that His hour was come that He should depart out
of the world.

“Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should
depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved
them unto the end.”

JESUS KNEW FROM THE BEGINNING

“But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were
that believed not, and who should betray him.” John 6:64. “For he knew who should betray him;
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therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.” John 13:11. THE CHIEF SHEPHERD AND SIMON
PETER

“This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from
the dead. So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that | love thee, He saith unto
him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?
He saith unto him, Yea Lord; thou knowest that | love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He
saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things;
thou knowest that | love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.” John 21:14-17.

Here the chief Shepherd was instructing one of His undershepherds to feed and tend His lambs
and to feed His sheep. The Lord’s pastors are expected to feed the Lord’s sheep and lambs.
Those who are faithful in this will receive a crown of glory when the chief Shepherd shall appear.

Then the shepherd has another duty; he is to keep the wolves out of the flock.

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For |
know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.”
Acts 20:28-29. The Lord Jesus pictures Himself as the good Shepherd in Luke 15:4 :

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and
nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it?”

Then remember the words of the Shepherd-King in Luke 12:32 :
“Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’'s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”
Simon Peter became a faithful shepherd. He was faithful unto death. John 21:18-19 :

“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither
thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird
thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not This spake he, signifying by what death he should
glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.”

WHAT CHRIST KNEW ABOUT THE WOMAN AT THE WELL In John 4:5-26 is recorded a most
interesting story of a sinful woman of Sychar of Samaria. Before the story, we read in John 4:4 :

“And he must needs go through Samaria.”

Now we see why He must needs go through Samaria. The Saviour was wearied with His journey
and He sat at noontime on Jacob’s well.

“There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.” John
4:7. The woman was surprised that Jesus should have asked her for a drink “for the Jews have no
dealings with the Samaritans.” John 4:9 :

“Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, ‘How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me,
which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.” Then the
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Lord Jesus talked to that poor sinful woman about water that would satisfy her soul. He called it
“living water.” John 4:10.

“But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that |
shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” The woman saith
unto him, ‘Sir, give me this water, that | thirst not, neither come hither to draw.” John 4:14-15.

Here we think of 1 Timothy 1:15 :

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners; of whom | am chief.”

Note also Luke 19:10 :

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” The Lord Jesus Christ came
to be the Shepherd seeking lost sheep. He came into the world to save sinners.

Almost any person will say, “I am a sinner,” because all of us are sinners. But only the Lord
Himself can convince the individual that he is not only a sinner, but a lost sinner. The sinner will
not be much concerned about salvation until he realizes that he is lost. The Lord went right to that
woman'’s conscience after He had her interest and attention.

He will now get right at her sin.

“Jesus saith unto her, ‘Go, call thy husband, and come hither.” The woman answered and said, ‘I
have no husband.’ Jesus said unto her, ‘Thou hast well said, | have no husband: For thou hast had
five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly.” The
woman saith unto him, ‘Sir, | perceive that thou art a prophet.” John 4:16-19. Another moment or
two and she learned that she was in the presence of the Messiah, the Christ.

Note what she did:

“The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, ‘Come,
see a man, which told me all things that ever | did: is not this the Christ?’ Then they went out of the
city, and came unto him.” John 4:28-30.

Note also John 4:39 :

“And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which
testified, ‘He told me all that ever | did.”

She knew that the Messiah could tell all things. Now the Messiah had read her sinful heart. But
here we have the confirmation of John 3:17 :

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him
might be saved.” and 2 Corinthians 5:19 :

“To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”

NEITHER DO | CONDEMN THEE ANOTHER SINNING WOMAN In John 8:1-11 we have another
interesting story of Jesus and a sinful woman:
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“Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. And early in the morning he came again into the temple,
and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. And the scribes and
Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,
They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses in the
law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? This they said, tempting
him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the
ground as though he heard them not. So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and
said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. And again he
stooped down, and wrote on the ground. And they which heard it, being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left
alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but
the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers, hath no man condemned
thee? She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin
no more.”

Here we have in action the truth of John 1:17 :
“For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” and John 3:17-18 :

“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him
might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he bath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

What did the law say? “Stone her to death.” Christ was without sin. He could have thrown the
stone that would have meant the woman’s death. The law was the ministration of condemnation
and death. 2 Corinthians 3:7 and 2 Corinthians 3:9. Under the law she deserved death. For every
one under the law the law meant bondage.

“Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”
Romans 3:19-20.

Jesus Christ came to set the captive free. Christ did not come to throw stones at sinners. He came
to judge hypocrites and unclothe the self-righteous. But undoubtedly we have noted in the Four
Gospels that Christ never said an unkind word to any sinner who was willing to confess and
receive pardon. To another sinful woman, who was very penitent and sought Christ and His
pardoning grace, He said,

“Wherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.” Luke
7:47-48. That woman learned the truth of Romans 5:20, that “where sin abounded grace did much
more abound.”

Christ never once winked at sin, or condoned sin, or minimized sin in any way. When His enemies
wanted to condemn Him, they said,

“And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with
them.” Luke 15:2.
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In. reply to this charge, the Lord told one of the greatest stories in all the Bible, the Parable of the
Prodigal Son. We shall deal with this in our next book, but read Luke 15:20 :

“And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him,
and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.”

Now the words of Christ to the prodigal daughter:

“She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no
more.” John 8:11.

Carefully note the words, “Go, and sin no more.”
We say that God saves us first from the penalty of sin and then from the practice of sin.

“God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin live any longer therein?” “What then? shall we sin,
because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.” Romans 6:2 and Romans 6:15.
“My little children, these things write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 1 John 2:1. “Again, a new commandment |
write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true
light now shineth. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until
now.” 1 John 2:8-9.

We read in Romans 8:1-4, that in Christ Jesus the believer is without condemnation by the law of
the Spirit of life. And in Christ Jesus and by the same law he is enabled to walk in the Spirit and
fulfill the righteousness of the law.

ANOTHER COMFORTER

There is perhaps more said in the Gospel of John concerning the Holy Spirit than in all the
thirty-nine Books of the Old Testament Scriptures.

Before we look into the fourteenth and sixteenth chapters of John to study something of the
ministry of the Holy Spirit, let us note John 7:38-39 :

“He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
(But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost
was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)”

“The Holy Spirit was not yet, because that Jesus was not yet. glorified.”
Now note John 16:7 :

“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that | go away: for if | go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you.”

Again Acts 1:5:

“For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.”
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Here we have the information that while Christ was on earth, the Holy Spirit did not begin the work
He was to do, as outlined in John 14:1-31; John 16:1-33. The Lord’s disciples had not yet been
baptized in the Holy Spirit when Christ was with them in His resurrection body. Most assuredly the
disciples of the Lord Jesus entered into a new experience on the day of Pentecost. About four
years before that time some of them had heard John the Baptist say

“l indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.”
Matthew 3:11.

We learn in John 17:25 that the world knows not the Father. We learn in John 1:10 that the world
knows not the Son. And we learn in John 14:17 that the world knows not the Holy Spirit. We quote
John 14:16-17 :

“And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” In Galatians 3:14 and
Ephesians 1:13, we learn that the believing sinner receives the Holy Spirit by believing the gospel,
by receiving Christ, by going by faith to the cross of Calvary. As eternal .life is the free gift of God,
so is the Holy Spirit.

Note Galatians 3:2-3 :

“This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?”

We read this statement in Romans 5:5 :

“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.”

Again in 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 :

“Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”

Here we learn that the Holy Spirit is God'’s gift. The believer does not have to labor for, or agonize
for the Holy Spirit any more than he has to work for salvation, which God declared “not of works,”
“it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2:8-9.

We also learn that the believer is anointed. The word “Christ” means “anointed.” The moment the
believing sinner receives Christ, he is an anointed one with Christ. And note in 1 John 2:27 :

“But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you.”

If the Holy Spirit is not in the individual’'s heart, he is not saved, he is not a Christian. Strictly
speaking it is doubtful if it is Scriptural to ask for a fresh or new anointing.

It is altogether unscriptural to teach that in this reign of grace the believer receives the Holy Spirit
with him when saved and in him when he is sanctified by a second definite Divine work.
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Let us not try to have an experience similar to that of the apostles, who had to wait for the Holy
Spirit more than three years after they were saved. The three thousand who were saved on the
day of Pentecost did not have to wait one day. The Samaritans in Acts 8:5-16 had to wait several
days. Sinners saved by the gospel of the grace of God today do not have to wait three minutes.
The very moment the believing sinner accepts Christ he is sealed by the Holy Spirit unto the day of
redemption (Ephesians 1:14 and Ephesians 4:30). He is blessed at the same time with all spiritual
blessings in the heavenlies (Ephesians 1:3). How foolish for a believer to be looking for a second
blessing when he has been blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ. The Comforter was to
come from the Father to abide in and with the disciples of Christ for ever.

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” John
14:26. “But when the Comforter is come, whom | will send unto you from the Father, even the
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: And ye also shall bear
witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.” John 15:26-27.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was on earth to bear witness of the Father. The Holy Spirit was to
come to bear witness of the Son to testify of Him. He was to teach the disciples all things and to
bring to their remembrance the things Christ had spoken to them in John’s Gospel and the others.
But undoubtedly the deep things, recorded in John, were less understood by the apostles than His
utterances in the Synoptics.

Note again John 16:12-14 :

“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.”

Here we can learn the important work of the Holy Spirit and how helpless would have been the
disciples of Christ without Him. Let us note something more of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in
Acts and the Epistles.

“And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to
them that obey him.” Acts 5:32. “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto | have called them.” Acts 13:2. “Save that
the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.” Acts 20:23.
“And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” Romans 8:23.
“For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also glorified together.” Romans 8:14-17. “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to
drink into one Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:13. “What! know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought
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with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians
6:19-20. THE TWO PARACLETES THE SON OF GOD AND ANOTHER COMFORTER In John
13:1-38, John 14:1-31, John 15:1-27, John 16:1-33, in John’s Gospel, we have the record of the
ministry of the two Paracletes in behalf of the saints of God. Let us note the words of Christ in John
14:16-17 :

“And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for
ever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”

“Another Comforter.” The Greek word translated “Comforter” is “Paracletos (Paraclete)”. Jesus
Christ the Righteous is in God’s presence to appear for saints. Hebrews 9:24.

Now note Hebrews 7:24-25 :

“But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is
able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them.”

Christ is in God’s presence in heaven representing the believers. He is the believer's Priest,.
Intercessor and Advocate. Christ ever lives to make intercession for saints.

Now note Romans 8:26-27 :

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And
he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh interces-
sion for the saints according to the will of God.”

Here we note the wonderful intercessory work of the other Paraclete. Each Paraclete has a very
definite ministry for the child of God.

Note Ephesians 1:13-14 :

“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in
whom also, after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, Which is the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his
glory.” The indwelling Holy Spirit is the believer's guarantee of his inheritance, the earnest, until
the redemption of the purchased possession.

CHRIST WASHING HIS DISCIPLES FEET Now let us note the word of the believer's Advocate in
John 13:1-11 :

“Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should
depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved
them unto the end. And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; He riseth from supper, and laid aside
his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin, and
began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded. Then
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cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? Jesus
answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.
Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If | wash thee not, thou
hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet, only, but also my hands and
my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean
every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye
are not all clean.”

“He loved them unto the end.” With this let us read Php 1:6

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.”

We call your special attention to two statements of Christ in connection with the washing of His
disciples’ feet:

“Jesus answered and said unto him, What | do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know
hereafter.” John 13:7. “Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet,
but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.” John 13:10.

“Thou knowest not now.” “Thou shalt know hereafter.” Two different Greek words translated
“know.” The second one means to understand, that is, after Christ’s resurrection from the dead His
disciples would understand the real meaning of the washing of their feet. This cleansing spoke of
Christ’'s work as the believer's Advocate. “If we sin we have an Advocate with the Father.” 1 John
2:1.

“He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit.” Again we have two
different Greek words translated “wash.” The first has the meaning of a washing all over; the other
a subsequent cleansing. First the believer comes to Christ on the cross, the propitiation for the
sins of the whole world. There the believer is cleansed all over and there he becomes the child of
God. His relationship is established by the once-for-all work of Christ. At God’s right hand Christ
continually intercedes for the redeemed and maintains their fellowship.

Let us remember His words in Luke 17:3-4 :

“Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent,
forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven time in a day, and seven times in a day turn
again to thee, saying, | repent; thou shalt forgive him.” and Matthew 18:21-22 :

“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until
seventy times seven.”

Certainly Christ would not expect one of His disciples to do more forgiving than He Himself would
do.

Let us remember that John's First Epistle was addressed to believers and that 1 John 1:9 is for
God’s children
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“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9.

CHRIST INTERCEDING

Now carefully read and study the seventeenth chapter of John, for it is one of the greatest
chapters in all the Bible. There we have Christ as Priest, interceding.

Note John 17:9 :
“| pray for them: | pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.”
Now note Hebrews 9:24 :

“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

Christ, in heaven, appears, not for the world of unbelievers but for those who have been washed
by His precious blood.

Note John 17:15-18 and John 17:20 and John 17:24 :

“| pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from
the evil. They are not of the world, even as | am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have | also sent them into the
world.” “Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word.” “Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where | am; that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the
world.”

If these petitions of the Son of God speak of the present intercessory work of the Lord Jesus Christ
in heaven, we can understand the why of the uttermost salvation in Hebrews 7:25, and we can
understand Hebrews 6:19-20.

“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. “Which hope we have as an anchor of
the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth into that within the vail; Whither the
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made a high priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec.” Hebrews 6:19-20.

CHRIST AS PRIEST IN John 17:1-26

John 17:11 : “And now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and | come to Thee.
Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those which Thou hast given Me, that they may be
one, as We are.”

John 17:14 : *| have given them Thy Word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of
the world, even as | am not of the world.”

John 17:15 : “| pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest
keep them from the evil.”
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Christ said, “I pray not for the world.” John 17:9. The believer is in the world but not of the world. In
John’s First Epistle are found these words: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world.” “And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever.” 1 John 2:15.

Christ’s desire for His disciples was that they would touch the world but that the world would not
touch them.

Note again John 16:33 :

“These things | have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcome the world.”

We read in Hebrews 11:38 concerning God’s men of faith: “Of Whom the world was not worthy.”
CAIAPHAS’ PROPHECY

“Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the whole
nation should perish not. And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he
prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; And not for that nation only, but that also he
should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.” John 11:50-52.

It was expedient that Christ should die for His own Nation Israel and also that the children of God
should be gathered together.

Note the words of Christ in John 10:16 :

“And other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.”

Also note Christ’s words in John 12:31-33 :

“Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And |, if | be lifted
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying what death he should die.”

Also note Christ’s words in John 3:14 :
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up.”

Christ must be lifted up. He came to be the rejected King and the Corn of Wheat. “For this cause
came | unto this hour.” John 12:27. As Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in the wilderness
(Numbers 21:6) that the Israelites who were dying with the bite of the serpents might look, believe
and live, so the Lord Jesus Christ was lifted up and nailed to Calvary’s cross, that Jews and
Gentile descendants of the first woman and man beguiled by the serpent in Eden might be saved
from sin.

“I, if | be lifted up"—"Signifying what death He should die.”

ISRAEL’S BLINDNESS AND UNBELIEF THE GENTILES OBTAINED MERCY
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We learned in John 1:11-12, that Christ's own rejected Him, but as many as received Him and
believed on Him were born of God.

We learn a most important truth in Romans 11:30 :

“For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their
unbelief.”

Note again Romans 11:15:

“For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them
be, but life from the dead?”

Here we learn that the unbelief and casting away of Israel brought mercy and reconciliation to the
Gentiles. After this Divine truth is stated, note the words of the Holy Spirit in Romans 11:33-34 :

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath
been his counsellor?”

What shall we Gentiles say?
“Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that | might be graffed in.” Romans 11:19.
Before we quote again from John 12:1-50, let us note Romans 11:7-8 :

“What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it,
and the rest were blinded (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber,
eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.”

Now note John 12:37-40 :

“But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: That the
saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our
report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe,
because that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and | should
heal them.” And here we might say again the words of Romans 11:33-34 :

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath
been his counsellor?” Therefore Israel could not believe.

Here we think again of Acts 2:22-23:

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by
miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also
know: Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.” When Israel, with wicked hands, slew Jesus of
Nazareth, when the rulers crucified the Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2:6-8) when Israel’s rulers
killed the Prince of Life (Acts 3:14-15) the Son of God was delivered according to the determinate
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counsel and foreknowledge of God.

If Christ was God’s spotless Lamb foreordained before the foundation of the world (1 Peter
1:18-21), and if His death was in fulfilment of Scriptures (Acts 13:29) then we say that Christ's
death was not only inevitable but Christ had to die at the time that He died and in the manner that
He died by the hands of His own Nation. But even so, God did not minimize or excuse the guilt of
the men who had Christ put to death.

Note Acts 7:51-52 :

“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your
fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain
them which shewed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the be-
trayers and murderers.” and 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 :

“. .. of the Jews: Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us;
and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that
they might be saved, to fill up their sins always . . . . “ By carefully reading Acts 3:12-26, we learn
that God was willing to forgive Israel for their terrible crime if they would repent. To those
murderers the message was, “I know that through ignorance ye did it” (Acts 3:17). But when they
refused to repent the crime was charged against them. But note what they did when they killed
Christ “For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.” Acts 4:28.
THE KING AND THE CORN OF WHEAT

“On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was
coming to Jerusalem, Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to meet Him, and cried,
Hosanna, BLESSED IS THE KING OF ISRAEL THAT COMETH IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.
And Jesus, when He had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER
OF SION: BEHOLD, THY KING COMETH, SITTING ON AN ASS’S COLT.” John 12:12-15.

“And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: The same came
therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, ‘Sir, we would see
Jesus.” Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. And Jesus
answered them, saying, The hour is come, That the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, |
say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit.” John 12:20-24. In the twelfth chapter of John, the Lord Jesus presented
Himself to Israel. “Blessed is the King of Israel.” He did not present Himself to the Greeks but sent
word to them that like the corn of wheat must abide alone or die, so He must die and be buried to
bring forth much fruit.

About twenty years later, note what happened:

“And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the Jews, and
so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.” Acts 14:1. The
few Greeks were not permitted to see the King of Israel, but the multitude of Greeks were saved
by believing that the corn of wheat had died and risen again. WILL DRAW ALL MEN When Christ
said, “I, if | be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me,” He most assuredly was not saying that all men
would be saved. The doctrine of universal salvation or reconciliation is repudiated by many
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Scriptures such as John 3:36 :

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

God’s will in this matter is expressed in 1 Timothy 2:4-6 :

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one
God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; Who gave himself a ransom
for all to be testified in due time.” When Christ was on earth, He uttered these words, “And ye will
not come to me, that ye might have life.” John 5:40. And remember His words of warning in John
8:24:

“If ye believe not that | am, ye shall die in your sins.”
QUESTIONS—LESSON THIRTY-THREE Lesson Number Thirty-Four

When there was a division among the people because of Jesus, according to John 7:12, what
division was expressed?

According to Luke 12:51-53, what division was to be found in households?

If Christ was a good Man, did He deceive the people when He said, “I came down from heaven?”
Why did the Jews want Christ put to death, according to John 19:7 and Leviticus 24:167

How did Thomas address the Lord Jesus Christ in John 20:28? What does that prove?

State some of the things the Holy Spirit mentioned in Paul’'s Epistles to the Corinthians about
divisions among members of the Body of Christ.

Why did the Holy Spirit ask the question in 1 Corinthians 1:13, “Is Christ divided?” What was the
prayer of Christ in John 17:11 and John 17:21? What instructions are given concerning the unity of
the Spirit in Ephesians 4:4-77?

What is God’s purpose for this age expressed in Ephesians 2:15 and in Galatians 3:28?

Mention several statements in John 10:1-42 concerning Christ and His sheep. What verse in I
Timothy assures us that God knows who is saved? What verse suggests that God wants the
believer to know that He is saved?

In what verses do we learn that Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd, the Great. Shepherd and the
Chief Shepherd?

Relate the instructions that Christ, the Great Shepherd raised from the dead, gave to Peter,
Peter’s response, and what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:1-5.

Who did Christ meet at the well in Sychar of Samaria? Tell something of the conversation between
the two.

What did the woman do after Christ told her her sin and she perceived that He was a prophet, the
Messiah? What was the fruit of her testimony?
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Relate the conversation between the sinful woman, her accusers and the Lord Jesus Christ in
John 8:1-11. What great truth are we taught there?

When Christ said to the woman “Neither do | condemn thee,” what else did He say? How does this
correspond with Romans 6:2 and Romans 6:15 and 1 John 1:8-9, and 1 John 2:1?

Note in John 7:39 and John 16:7, we are told that the Holy Spirit was not yet given because Christ
was not yet glorified. What did Christ say in Acts 1:5? How was that fulfilled?

How does a believing sinner receive the Holy Spirit today? Does every Christian have the Holy
Spirit within? Explain Romans 8:23 and Ephesians 4:30.

What Scriptures tell us of the intercessory work of the two Paracletes? What is Christ doing as an
Advocate in heaven? Explain 1 John 2:1-2; Hebrews 9:24 and Hebrews 7:25.

What prophecy did Caiaphas make? What were the meaning of Christ's words in John 12:31-32 :
“And |, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me?”

Explain the difference between the King of Israel and the Corn of Wheat in John 12:1-50. Explain
the salvation of the Greeks in Acts 14:1.

How did God use the blindness and unbelief of Israel to His glory? Compare John 12:37 and Acts
2:22-23; Acts 4:36-37 and Romans 11:30-33. Explain.
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Chapter 16

S. A GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE BIBLE IN TEN LESSONS

A GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE BIBLE IN TEN LESSONS By Pastor John C. O’Hair LESSON
NUMBER FIVE “THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES” John 1:17.

“Death reigned from Adam to Moses.” Romans 5:13. “From Adam to Moses” is a period of time
designated in God’s Word. “From Moses to Christ” is another specific period suggested in
Galatians 3:24-25; “the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified
by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.” So death reigned
from Adam to Moses. The Law reigned from Moses to Christ and that Law worked death to the
sinner. Romans 7:13. The Law was the ministration of death and condemnation. 2 Corinthians 3:7
and 2 Corinthians 3:9. Sin is the transgression of the Law. The strength of sin is the Law. The Law
is just. Romans 7:12. The sinner is unjust. By the deeds of the Law no flesh shall be justified in
God’s sight; for by the Law is the knowledge of sin. Romans 3:20.

Let us study the “Law Dispensation” in the light of the several Scriptures we shall quote. From
these Scriptures we shall see that the Law entered that the offense might abound. Romans 5:20.
We shall see the time and purpose of the giving of the Law to Israel, and why it was weak through
the flesh, and why God found fault with Israel under the Law, and why God’s Son was made under
the Law to redeem them that were under the Law. Romans 8:3 ... Hebrews 8:8 and Galatians
4:4-5.

I. “THE LAW WAS ADDED BECAUSE OF TRANSGRESSION TILL THE SEED SHOULD COME.”
Galatians 3:19.

II. “FOR THE LAW HAVING A SHADOW OF GOOD THINGS TO COME, AND NOT THE VERY
IMAGE OF THE THINGS, CAN NEVER WITH THOSE SACRIFICES, WHICH THEY OFFERED
YEAR BY YEAR CONTINUALLY MAKE THE COMERS THEREUNTO PERFECT. FOR THEN
WOULD THEY NOT HAVE CEASED TO BE OFFERED? BECAUSE THAT THE WORSHIPPERS
ONCE PURGED SHOULD HAVE HAD NO MORE CONSCIENCE OF SINS. BUT IN THOSE
SACRIFICES THERE IS A REMEMBRANCE AGAIN MADE OF SINS EVERY YEAR. Hebrews
10:1-3.

lll. “FOR THE LAW MADE NOTHING PERFECT, BUT THE BRINGING IN OF A BETTER HOPE
DID BY THE WHICH WE DRAW NIGH UNTO GOD.” Hebrews 7:19.

IV. “FOR CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT
BELIEVETH.” Romans 10:4.

... “THE LAW WAS ADDED.”

The Law was given by Moses. Jehovah added the Law by Moses. Moses was eighty years old
when the Law was added. Exodus 7:7. Moses was chosen by Jehovah to lead the children of
Israel out of Egypt about 1492 B.C. The Covenant that God made with the children of Israel at Mt.
Sinai is called the “Old Covenant.” Jeremiah 31:31-34. Hebrews 8:6-9. Four hundred and thirty
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years before God made that Old Covenant with Israel through Moses, God made the Covenant of
Promise with Abram. “The promise that he should be heir of the world was not to Abraham or to
his seed through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.” Romans 4:13. The Law that was
added 430 years after the Covenant of Promise did not and could not make the promise of none
effect. Galatians 3:17. The “Covenant of Promise” is still effective; but the “Law Covenant” has
been abolished. “Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” Hebrews
8:13. 2 Corinthians 3:11 and 2 Corinthians 3:13. Therefore the “Law Covenant” or the “Law
Dispensation” was temporary; that is, from Sinai to Calvary. We shall see in a later lesson that
there was an overlapping period for a few years after the death of Christ when the Jews which
believed were still zealous of the Law. But on the Cross, when the Son of God died, the
handwriting of ordinances was taken out of the way: it was nailed to His Cross. Colossians 2:14.
There Christ broke down the middle wall of partition between Israel and the nations, having
abolished in His flesh the enmity, the Law of commandments in ordinances. Ephesians 2:15. The
Law was added to the Gospel contained in the Promise made to Abraham and His seed. Galatians
3:8. So Moses lived eighty years before there was an Old Testament or Covenant; and then He
lived forty years under the Old Covenant. Deuteronomy 34:7. So Moses lived in two dispensations;
before and after the Law was given. We must be careful, if we would rightly divide the Word of
truth, not to confuse the “Law Covenant” which has been abolished, with the “Promise Covenant”,
preached before, which is still effective. We must likewise be careful not to fix the end of the “Old
Covenant” with the birth of Jesus Christ, or even thirty years later, with the beginning of His public
ministry, as so many have done. How erroneous it is to fix the beginning of the “Old Covenant”
with the First Chapter of Genesis and the beginning of the “New Covenant” with the First Chapter
of Matthew.

No, sin entered by Adam, and sin and death were in the world from Adam to Moses, “when there is
no law.” Romans 5:13. But it was about 2500 years after God stated to Adam the Law of Sin and
Death, that the Law was given by Moses about 1492 B.C. It was at that time that the Law entered
that the offense that entered by Adam might abound. What misunderstandings and misinter-
pretations of God’s Book there have been by dealing with Adam, Abel, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Shem,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Israel) and Jacob’s twelve sons as “Old Testament” characters. Every one
of Jacob’s twelve sons had died before the Law was added to the Covenant of Promise. “It was
added till". Till when? Till it was taken out of the way. Till it was abolished. Till Christ became the
end of the Law for righteousness to every one that believeth. God sent forth His Son, made under
the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law. Galatians 4:4.

“And for this cause He is the mediator of the New Testament (Covenant), that by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions under the First Covenant, they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a Testament (Covenant) is, there must also
of necessity be the death of the Testator. For a Testament is of force after men are dead: other-
wise it is of no strength at all while the Testator liveth. Whereupon neither the First Covenant was
dedicated without blood . . . But the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.”
Hebrews 9:14-18.

. . . “THE LAW HAVING A SHADOW . . . IN THOSE SACRIFICES THERE IS A
REMEMBRANCE AGAIN MADE OF SINS EVERY YEAR.”
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“LET NO MAN THEREFORE JUDGE YOU IN MEAT, OR IN DRINK, OR IN RESPECT OF A
HOLYDAY, OR OF THE NEW MOON, OR OF THE SABBATH . .. WHICH ARE A SHADOW OF
THINGS TO COME; BUT THE BODY OF CHRIST.” Colossians 2:16-17. When we turn to the first
five chapters of Leviticus, we read of Israel’s five offerings given them under the Law. The Burnt
Offering, the Meat or Meal Offering, the Peace Offering, the Trespass Offering and the Sin
Offering, all pointing to the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have the record of the
giving of the Ten Commandments at Sinai, in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, and then follows
God’s instructions and orders as to the construction and erection of His Sanctuary and Tab-
ernacle, with the outer court, the holy place and most holy place, and the service in connection
therewith given into the hands of Aaron and the Levites, all pointing forward to the person and
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ was God’s true sanctuary. He became flesh and tabernacled
among us.

“And he (the priest) shall make an atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make an
atonement for the tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he shall make an
atonement for the priests, and for all the people of the congregation. And this shall be an
everlasting statute unto you, to make an atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins once
a year.” Leviticus 16:33-34.

It is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sin. Hebrews 10:4. “But this
man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God.”
Hebrews 10:12. “Nor yet that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest entereth into the
holy place every year with the blood of others; For then must He often have suffered since the
foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the ages hath He (Christ) appeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”” Hebrews 9:25-26. In the shadow of the cross the Lord Jesus
said, “This is my blood of the New Covenant which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”
Matthew 26:28.

Then Israel's Tabernacle, with its sacrifices and service was a figure. Hebrews 9:9. “In meats and
drinks, and divers baptisms, and carnal ordinances, imposed until the time of reformation.”
Hebrews 9:10. Thus we learn that as the Law was added till Christ cried on the cross,
“Finished"—when the veil in the temple was rent from top to bottom—so with the Law, Israel’s
religion was added until the time of reformation. That time has long since passed and so there is
no place today in the program of God for the Jews’ religion. All Israelites were Jews by religion, if
not Jews’ by birth. And even Gentiles became Jews by religion. Esther 8:17. The Jews were
converted, together with Proselytes, from Judaism to Christianity, from Moses to Christ. The
Gentile were turned to Christ from paganism without going by the way of Moses and the Law. Now
believing Jews and Gentiles are dead to the Law, by the body of Christ. Romans 7:4. “Ye are no
longer under a schoolmaster.” Galatians 3:25. Surely no Christian should desire to go back to the
Shadow when he has Christ, who has done for him what the Law could not do. The Law was given
by Moses; grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. Under the Old Testament God said | will meet
with you from above the mercy seat. It was sprinkled with blood. Exodus 25:22. Leviticus 16:15.
Now God meets the believer “in Christ”.

“For | testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole Law.”
Galatians 5:3. Circumcision was instituted in Abram’s home about 1900 B.C. Genesis 17:6-12,
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Circumcision was to Abraham the seal of the righteousness which he had yet being
uncircumcised. Romans 4:11. In the language of Christ, recorded in John 7:22, “Moses therefore
gave unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers).” Inasmuch as
circumcision was practiced 406 years before the Old Covenant was given, it is not Scripturally true
to say that circumcision began with the Old Covenant, but with the Covenant of Promise. It is not
Scripturally true to say that circumcision was done away with by the teaching of Christ while He
was on earth.

There were certain sabbaths given to Israel in connection with the annual feasts of Jehovah,
mentioned in the twenty-third chapter of Leviticus, “Passover” on the fourteenth day of April, and in
connection therewith the Feasts of “Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits,” then about the First of
June, “Pentecost,” then in October, “Trumpets” followed by “Atonement” and “Tabernacles.” But
there was a Seventh Day Sabbath given with the Ten Commandments, being one of them.
Concerning the Sabbath, Jehovah said “observe the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a
perpetual covenant.” “A sign between me and the children of Israel forever.” Exodus 31:16-17.
Which then is the sign of the Old Covenant, circumcision or the Sabbath? Both of them were taken
away at Calvary. Christ took Israel's Sabbath to the sepulchre with Him. Under the Law Israel had
the Sabbath but no rest. In Christ the believer has rest but no Sabbath. Since the giving of the Law
there have been two places Divinely appointed, “Under the Law” and “in Christ.” You cannot be “In
Christ” and “Under the Law.” To be “in Christ” is to be dead to the Law and not under the Law.
Romans 7:4-5; Romans 6:14.

... THE LAW MADE NOTHING PERFECT, BUT THE BRINGING IN OF A BETTER HOPE.”

“The Lord Jesus Christ, which is our Hope.” 1 Timothy 1:1. “For by one offering He hath perfected
forever them that are sanctified.” Hebrews 10:14. The Epistle to the Hebrews is the Book of “Better
things. The word “Better” is used thirteen times in the Epistle. In and by Christ are the better
things, the better covenant, the better sacrifice, the better resurrection. The Law is just; but by the
Law God could not justify a sinner. The Law is perfect; but it made nothing perfect. The Law was
weak through the flesh. Romans 8:3. The strength of sin is the Law; and by the Law the whole
world is guilty before God. 1 Corinthians 15:56. Romans 3:19. “Because the Law worketh wrath.”
Romans 4:15. The Law was a yoke which neither Israel nor the Gentiles could bear. Acts 15:10.
“They could not endure that which was spoken (at Sinai).” Hebrews 12:20. Man would have to be
born with a sinless nature and be wholly rid of his sinful nature in order to perfectly keep the
perfect Law of God. But man by natural birth is imperfect and wholly unable to perfectly keep
God’s perfect Law, which he would have to do to be perfect, or prove that he was perfect. Christ
did.

“But God who is rich in mercy for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, hath made us alive together with Christ . . . BY GRACE YE ARE SAVED.” Ephesians
2:4-5. Salvation then is not because of what man could or could not do with God’s Law, but
because of God’'s mercy, love and grace. He sent His Son from heaven to establish a new Law,
“the Law of the Spirit of Life.” Romans 8:2. Christ had power to lay down His life; and He did.
Christ had power to take up His life again; and He did. John 10:17-18. Thereby He abolished
death and in the Gospel has brought life, with the guaranty of incorruptibility. 2 Timothy 1:9. The
new Law can do for any and every sinner what the Old Law could do for no sinner. We might say
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that the Law and the Old Covenant were the same. How are the New Law and the New Covenant
related? When the Law was given at Sinai the people stood afar off, in fear of God. When Christ
died on the cross He was made sin. There was darkness on the earth. His Father forsook Him in
the hour of death. Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree. Christ on that tree was made a
curse to deliver law-breakers from the curse of the Law. Galatians 3:10-14. And by that work on
the cross, the Lord has brought the blessing of Abraham to the Gentiles, righteousness by faith in
Christ without works or religion. “But now in Christ ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ.” Ephesians 2:13.

Although no redeemed sinner can say, “I do always the things that please Him,” and must, if
honest, confess, “Lord, | have done the things | should not have done and have left undone the
things | should have done,” yet every redeemed sinner is perfect in Christ, accepted in Christ,
complete in Christ, blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ, without
condemnation in Christ, the righteousness of God in Christ; that is, every believer has by God’s
grace, in Christ, a perfect standing. The believer has passed out of death into life; he has eternal
life; and he shall never come into condemnation. John 5:24. “He that believeth on Him is not
condemned.” John 3:17-18. The bringing in of the “Better Hope” has made believers perfect.
Christ is in the believer, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27. By the omnipotent power of the
indwelling Holy Spirit it is the privilege and duty of every believer to fulfill the righteousness of the
Law by walking in the Spirit and not in the flesh. Romans 8:4.

IV ..."“CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT
BELIEVETH.” The end of our faith is the salvation of our souls. 1 Peter 1:11. The end of the Law is
love. 1 Timothy 1:5. “Love worketh no ill to his neighbor; therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law.”
Romans 13:10. “The fruit of the Spirit is love.” Galatians 5:22. Christ is the end of the Law. Love is
the end of the Law. When we have reached the end, shall we go back? The Law demanded
righteousness and love. Grace supplies righteousness and love by Christ and the Holy Spirit. The
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who is given unto us. Romans 5:5.
“Against such there is no Law.” Galatians 5:23. The fruit of the Spirit is the fulfilling of the Law.

“Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth
righteousness without works.” Romans 4:6. “With the heart man believeth unto righteousness.”
Romans 10:10.

Christ on the cross was made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 2
Corinthians 5:21.

Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that believeth By Adam was the
entrance of sin. By Moses is the knowledge of sin. By Jesus Christ is the forgiveness of sin. Acts
13:38-39. “By Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified
by the Law of Moses.” Acts 13:39.
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Chapter 17

S. A PARTAKER OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE GOSPEL

A PARTAKER OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF THE GOSPEL What did Paul mean when he said to
Timothy:

“Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou
partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.” 2 Timothy 1:8.

Before we answer this question let us quote Paul’'s words in 2 Corinthians 1:5 and in Colossians
1:24-25:

“The sufferings of Christ abound in us.” “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that
which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, which is the Church;
Whereof | am made a minister according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you,
to fulfill (complete) the Word of God, the Mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to His saints.”

Then 2 Timothy 2:9 and 2 Timothy 2:12 and 2 Timothy 3:12 :

“MY GOSPEL. WHEREIN | SUFFER TROUBLE AS AN EVIL DOER, EVEN UNTO BONDS; BUT
THE WORD OF GOD IS NOT BOUND.” “IF WE SUFFER WE SHALL ALSO REIGN.” “YEA, AND
ALL WHO WILL LIVE GODLY IN CHRIST JESUS SHALL SUFFER PERSECUTION.” In 2
Timothy 1:8, Paul wrote of the afflictions of the gospel in connection with that which he called in 2
Timothy 1:12, “my deposit.” In the Greek we learn that Paul wrote of “my deposit” in this verse,
“For the, which cause | also suffer these things.” Because of that ministry which Paul, in Il Timothy,
calls “my gospel” and “my deposit,” Paul was in jail suffering as an evil doer.

We learn in Ephesians 6:18-20 and Colossians 4:3-4, that Paul was in jail for “the mystery;” for
“the Mystery of the Gospel.”

There is a difference between the gospel, as recorded in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, the death, burial
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and “the mystery of the gospel.”

What then is “the Mystery of the Gospel?” Whatever “the Mystery” is, or is not, we know that it is
Divine Truth that was unknown to any servant of the Lord for more than four thousand years, until
it was revealed by Christ, after His resurrection, to the Apostle Paul. Ephesians 3:8-9 - Colossians
1:26. It was hid in God from the beginning of the world. It was never mentioned by any of the Old
Testament prophets. It was not mentioned while Christ was on earth. It was not mentioned in the
ministry of Peter and the Eleven, in Acts. But we know that the gospel by which we are saved,-the
crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Christ, was all according to the Scriptures. 1 Corinthians
15:3-5. This was foretold by Israel’s prophets.

Every person who has ever been saved, since the days of Abel, has been saved on the grounds of
the death and resurrection of Christ. Note Acts 13:29-30 : “And when they had fulfilled all that was
written of Him, they took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a sepulchre. But God raised Him
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from the dead.”

Thus we see that “the Mystery of the Gospel” is something different from the fact that Christ died
for our sins and was buried and raised the third day. As Christians, we will be spared much
controversy, if we get fixed in our minds and hearts that, in addition to God’s redemptive message
for sinners, the word “gospel” covers the entire range of God’s truth in which there is any spiritual
benefit or blessing for saints. Never before the revelation to and by Paul did the Lord make known
such a “grace” gospel as we find in 2 Timothy 1:9 :

“Who hath saved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according
to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” The
Holy Spirit calls this “God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 3:11. Who preached it to
Gentiles? Paul. Read 2 Timothy 1:11. Of course Peter and all the uncompromising messengers of
the Lord Jesus Christ suffered at the hands of evil-doers and most of these persecutions came
from religious people who claimed that they were God’s servants. Note 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 :
“. .. For ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of the Jews:
Who both killed the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please
not God and are contrary to all men: Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be
saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.”

They suffered because they preached the gospel; but they were not in jail for “the mystery of the
gospel.” “How that by revelation He made known unto ME “the Mystery. “

Then note Ephesians 3:8 :

“Unto ME, who am less than the least of all saints is this grace given, that | should preach among
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” The word “unsearchable” here means
“not-to-be-traced”, that is, “unprophesied.” “The mystery” was “Gentilish” rather than “Israelitish.”

Let us think of “the Mystery of the Gospel” as “the eternal purpose of God” concerning members of
Christ’'s Body “being predestinated according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will.” Ephesians 1:11. The “not-to-be-traced (unprophesied)” riches of
Christ for heathen was different from any message or ministry foretold by Israel’s prophets or
preached by the Twelve. This Divine Truth, “the dispensation of the Mystery” (Ephesians 3:9), was
made known after God brought religion to an end with the setting aside of His religious Nation,
Israel. After that time Israelites had to come for “grace” salvation, not as sons of Abraham, but with
the heathen, as sons of Adam.

Paul was neither deluded, presumptuous, nor egotistical when he mentioned himself in the first
person pronoun, more than ten hundred times. He spoke the truth when be said: “I laboured more
abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 1 Corinthians 15:10.

Note Paul's testimony in Galatians 1:10 : “For do | now persuade men, or God? or do | seek to
please men? for if | yet pleased men | should not be the servant of Christ.”

Galatians 2:5 : “To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour, that the truth of the
gospel might continue with you.”
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Galatians 6:12 : “As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be
circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.”

Galatians 5:11 : “And I, brethren, if | yet preach circumcision, why do | yet suffer persecution? then
is the offence of the cross ceased.”

Paul's religious enemies were determined that he and his “grace” converts should add
circumcision or something religious to the “grace” gospel. So far as the apostles were concerned,
Paul stood alone, that there should be no mixture of anything religious with that gospel which he
preached to heathen. Read Galatians 2:10-15. Such a stand caused him much suffering, but he
did not compromise to please men.

He would permit nothing to take away the offence of the cross. We are to follow Paul as he
followed Christ. | Corinthians 11:1 and Php 3:17. For the spiritual aggressive servant of Christ, it is
either compromise or suffering. The less the compromise the more the suffering.

What folly then to try to make the “gospel of grace” popular or to pervert that gospel with religion to
please religious people!

Little do we appreciate all that is meant by Paul’s final words: “I have fought a good fight . . . | have
kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7. A short time ago a faithful pastor, who had suffered much from the
religious friendly enemies. because of his uncompromising stand for the “Christ-Pauline” message,
said, “What we need today among our Bible teachers is some tentmakers; then perhaps so many
of our Fundamentalist brethren would not keep silent concerning ‘the mystery of the gospel”, for
the sake of personal advantage.” This message is not popular in religious circles or with sectarian
Christians. and sad to say its bitterest foes are many of the outstanding preachers in the
“Fundamentalist” organizations. As we study Il Timothy, concerning the peculiar message and
ministry of Paul, which he calls in 2 Timothy 1:12, “my deposit (paratheke) “ and compare with the
statements in Ephesians 6:18-20 and Colossians 4:3-4, that Paul was in jail for “the Mystery,” as
the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ for Gentiles (Ephesians 3:1), we can better understand the
particular sufferings to which he referred when he said: “ Wherein | suffer trouble as an evil doer,
even unto bounds; but the Word of God is not, bound.” 2 Timothy 2:9.

Note again 2 Timothy 2:12 : “If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him.” Then Paul added. “Yea,
and all that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timothy 3:12.

There are multitudes of God’s people who are testifying daily to sinners concerning salvation by
the death and resurrection of Christ, who are not partakers of the afflictions of the gospel. There
are a number of outstanding “Fundamentalist” Bible-teachers and evangelists in this country, who
stand for the verbal inspiration of the Bible, for the Deity, death and resurrection of Christ, preach-
ing salvation by blood, who are not partakers of the afflictions of the gospel. Some of them travel
first class. They stay at the finest hotels, receive from $75.00 to $375.00 per week for their
services. They never know what it is to be a “partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.” They are
very careful not to jeopardize their popularity, or fearlessly speak forth some Bible truth that might
offend their religious hearers, and thereby cut down their income, or hinder a return engagement.

They pay little, or no heed to Galatians 1:10, concerning pleasing men rather than God. They
seem perfectly willing to add it little something to take away the offence of the cross if that pleases
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their donors.

Satan becomes very much exercised when God's servants teach the truth concerning “the
dispensation of the grace of God,” for he knows that the Pauline Gospel will deliver religious
people from all their religious entanglements. This Satan does not want. So he ever brings
pressure to bear to keep God’s servants ignorant or silent concerning this special phase of Divine
Truth. Many servants who are not ignorant are silent so as to escape the afflictions of the gospel.
The jail door was opened for Paul because he was making known “the Mystery of the Gospel”.
Ephesians 6:18-19. Then multitudes of those who had been saved by his preaching, turned away
from him. 2 Timothy 1:15 - 2 Timothy 4:16. While suffering its an evil doer in his prison cell he
asked others to pray for open doors where the Mystery might be preached. Colossians 4:3-4. Let
us join in that prayer.

“ALL CHRISTIANS ARE TO SUFFER”
Romans 8:17-18

“And if children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
Him, that. we may be also glorified together. For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

2 Corinthians 1:7

“And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye
be also of the consolation.”

Php 3:10

“That | may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being made conformable unto His death.”

1 Peter 3:14, 1 Peter 3:17-18

“But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled.”

“For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. For Christ
also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.”

Many Christian foreign missionaries have suffered much, some of them unto death. Many
Christian preachers in the homeland have labored with inadequate financial support and have
suffered hardships, self-denial, sacrifice, and persecution. Yet the majority of these missionaries
and preachers have not been partakers of that phase of the gospel to which Paul referred in 2
Timothy 1:8. Always read 2 Timothy 1:8 with 2 Timothy 2:8 and with Colossians 4:3-4, and
especially with Ephesians 6:11-21. Let us note several of the verses in the sixth chapter of
Ephesians:

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
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rulers of the darkness of this world, against SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN THE HEAVENLIES.”
Ephesians 6:11-12.

“Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints: And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that
I may open my mouth boldly, to make known THE MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL, For which | AM
AN AMBASSADOR IN BONDS: that therein | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.” Ephesians
6:18-20.

Note here concerning the devil and the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in the heavenlies. “In the heavenlies.” We find this expression in Ephesians 1:3 -
Ephesians 1:20 - Ephesians 2:6 - Ephesians 3:10. And in Ephesians 4:10 this heavenly place is
described, “far above all heavens.” In Matthew, Mark and Luke we read a number of times, “on
earth” - “on the earth”. But in Ephesians it is “in the heavenlies.” There is a great difference. The
devil works as “the prince of this world,” as “the god of this age”, as “the prince of the power of the
air.” In Ephesians, wherein the mystery is revealed, Satan is identified with principalities and
powers in the heavenlies. In 1 Thessalonians 2:18 Paul declared that Satan hindered him. Thank
God that we can believe and act on the truth of Colossians 2:15 : “And Christ having spoiled
principalities and powers, He made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.” And God
will accomplish through members of His Body, Ephesians 3:10.

“To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by
the Church the manifold wisdom of God.”

Note the power available for Church-members:

“What is the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who believe, according to the working of
His mighty power. Which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at
His own right hand in the heavenlies. Far above all principality and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
And hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church,
Which is His Body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all.” Ephesians 1:19-23. But let us never
discount the power of Satan. We should be able to say truthfully, with Paul, “we are not ignorant of
his devices.” 2 Corinthians 2:11. Satan is a very clever devil. He is transformed into an angel of
light. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. With a vicious hatred the Adversary hates the truth concerning the
Head and Body in the heavenlies as he hates no other truth in the Bible. He is the relentless
enemy of “the Mystery of the Gospel.” In no other way can we account for the profound ignorance
and silence concerning this most blessed and glorious message in God’s Word.

WHAT GRACE PREACHERS HAVE WRITTEN

Hear the testimony of a man of God, who for years was an outstanding “grace” preacher. In his
book “Romans” he wrote:

“You can judge any man’s teaching or preaching by this rule. Is it Pauline? Does his doctrine start
and end according to those statements of Christian doctrine uttered by the Apostle Paul? No
matter how wonderful a man may seem to be in his gifts and apparent consecration, if his gospel
is not Pauline, it is not the gospel, and we might as well get our minds settled at once on that
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point.” (Page 339.) “For instance, if you were to take Paul’'s Epistles out of the Bible, you cannot
find anything about the Church, the Body of Christ, for no other apostle mentions the Body of
Christ.” (Page 340.) “Would that we had the grace to defend just as vigorously this great message
today, for it has many enemies and even real friends who do not yet see it clearly; and there are
others, who like Peter (Galatians 2:1-21), through fear of others, are ready to compromise and
tone down the gospel of God.” (Page 344.) For some reason this dear brother has omitted these
statements from his revised “Romans”.

Another outstanding “grace” preacher who is pastor of one of the largest churches in America and
a very popular servant of the Lord among Fundamentalists has written many books about the
Church which is the Body of Christ. This brother, in his books, touched upon only one aspect of
God’s spiritual program during this parenthetical period. In his writings he contradicted himself by
stating that “the dispensation of the mystery” began with a new revelation which was given to Paul,
(not to Peter); and in the same writings he declared that this dispensation began on the day of
Pentecost, with Peter. He did seem, however, to have a splendid start, going almost as far as did
John Darby, that great man of God. But something happened. The brother wrote a later book and
backed up on the truth, and now he is in utter confusion. If he had gone on in his study of this
blessed truth, not seeking a popular ministry, he might have been wonderfully used by the Lord in
the recovery of lost truth, for he is an outstanding “grace” preacher, with many followers.

He quoted in his book on baptism a statement, by another “Brethren,” that the truth concerning the
one mystical Body of Ephesians was buried under religious rubbish for centuries.

Surely this is true concerning “the dispensation of the Mystery” and humanly speaking, it is an
impossible task to recover or uncover it, but blessed be the Name of the Lord, we are making
some progress.

Now note some of the written statements of this “grace” preacher concerning Pauline truth -

1 - “To the epistles of Paul alone do we turn for the revelation of this mystery. He was the special
vessel chosen to make known the heavenly calling. The twelve were, as we have seen, connected
primarily with the testimony to Israel. Paul, as one born out of due time, was selected to be the
messenger to the nations, announcing the distinctive truths of the present dispensation.”

2 - “Throughout the writings of the apostle Paul he again and again refers to a wondrous secret,
which he designates in a special way as “the mystery,” or “the great mystery.”

“For centuries it was almost entirely lost sight of. In fact, until brought to the fore through the
writings and the preaching and teaching of a distinguished ex-clergyman, Mr. J. N. Darby, in the
early part of the last century, it is scarcely to be found in a single book or sermon throughout a
period of sixteen hundred years!”

“Of ordinances exalted to the place of mysteries, as in heathen rites, he will find much; but as to
the mystery, which to the apostle was so unspeakably precious, rarely a reference!”

3 - “That a doctrine so clearly revealed in the Scriptures could have become so utterly lost is only
to be accounted for by the Judaizing of the Church, and the consequent minding of earthly things
that beclouded the heavenly ones.”
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4 - “The mystery formed no part of the revelation of the previous dispensations. Had it been
otherwise, Paul could not rightly have written that it was “kept secret since the world began.” It was
part of the good news he was commissioned to publish abroad, but he learned it not from the
former Scriptures, but by direct revelation from the Lord Jesus Christ in glory.”

5 - “Now if the mystery be for those who have faith to obey, it is certainly of vast importance that
every child of God be instructed as to its true character.”

6 - “The mystery is made known in the prophetic writing of the apostle himself. He was the chosen
vessel to whom alone it was given to set it forth “for the obedience of faith.” “Mysteries of God”
Page 52.

(Concerning Ephesians 3:1-3)

7 - “This is the fullest declaration, or unfolding, of this precious and wondrous mystery that we
have in all the Bible. It is so plain that one would suppose that every spiritual mind must see at
once to what it refers. Yet the commentators and expositors generally are content to make it mean
that in the present age God is extending to the Gentiles the same grace He offers the Jew, so that
the former, by closing with his offer of grace, becomes a sharer in the kingdom promised to Israel.”

8 - “All God’s promises to Israel will be fulfilled. They will be blessed on earth. The Church will be
blessed in heaven.”

“This is the mystery; glorious, inconceivably grand, and transcendently wonderful!”

9 - “What is especially insisted on here is that the mystery is the great truth that completes the
Word of God.” (Colossians 1:24-27.)

“It is the capstone of Scripture teaching, as the Cross is the foundation-stone of the gospel. Christ
is now working among the Gentiles, while rejected by lIsrael. This, the Old Testament did not
contemplate.”

10 - “The mystery” was not something of difficult, mysterious character, but a sacred secret never
known to mankind until in due time opened up by the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul.”

“It was not hid in the Scriptures to be brought to light eventually; but we are distinctly told it was hid
in God until such time as He chose to manifest it.

“This was not until Israel had been given every opportunity to receive Christ both in incarnation
AND RESURRECTION. When they definitely refused Him God made known what had been in His
heart from eternity - that from all nations, Jews and Gentiles, He would redeem and take out an
elect company who would, by the Spirit's baptism, be formed into one Body.”

11 - “But this doctrine of the one body is never referred to by any other apostle than Paul. He calls
it “the dispensation of the mystery” which he had especially been entrusted with.”

12 - “It was the secret purpose of His heart only to be revealed after the rejection of His Son.”

13 - “Let the reader not fall into a mistake very commonly made today. The kingdom is not the
Church. The latter is the Body of Christ, composed of all who, in this dispensation, are called out
from Jew and Gentile, and baptized in the power of the Holy Spirit. During the period in which God
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is doing this special work of His grace, the kingdom, properly speaking, is in abeyance.”

14 - “The rejection of Messiah has caused God - not to cancel His promises made to the fathers of
the Hebrews, but - to bring to light hidden purposes, hitherto unrevealed, of grace for the Gentiles
during a period of undefined duration.”

15 - “That the nations would be brought to own His sway THROUGH Israel, is clearly taught; but
that He would be doing a special work among them, while the Jew is set aside, was a secret hid in
God. To understand it is to enter into the truth for the present dispensation.”

16 - “While Messiah is on the Father’s throne and the people of Israel are rejected because of their
refusal of their King, God is displaying the hidden purpose of His heart in bringing in of “a new
thing in the earth,” even the mystical body of His Son to share with Him all the glories He is yet to
enter upon, when the regular line of prophecy is taken up.”

17 - “The mystery, on the other hand, is spiritual, and belongs to heaven. A break in God’s ways
having come in, He now makes known His hidden purpose to take OUT of Jew and Gentile a
people for heaven, who are to be one with Christ for eternity.”

18 - “The OId Testament Scriptures clearly predicted the calling of the Gentiles but always in
subjection to Israel. During the present dispensation Israel, as we read in Romans 11:1-36, Israel
is set aside because of unbelief, and Christ is working among the nations, attracting weary hearts
to Himself altogether apart from any thought of Jewish priority. Believing Jews and Gentiles are
united by the Holy Spirit's baptism into the one Body, and thus all fleshly distinctions are done
away. The middle wall of partition is broken down. This is the mystery.”

19 - “THE MYSTERY OF THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST WAS NEVER MADE
KNOWN IN OLD TESTAMENT TIMES, NOR YET IN THE DAYS WHEN OUR LORD WAS ON
THE EARTH. WE ARE TOLD DISTINCTLY IT HAD BEEN “HID FROM AGES AND
GENERATIONS, BUT NOW IS MADE MANIFESTED TO THE SAINTS.” THE DIVINE METHOD
OF MAKING IT KNOWN WAS BY A SPECIAL REVELATION TO THE APOSTLE PAUL, AS HE
TELLS US IN EPHESIANS 3. BUT THIS REVELATION WAS NOT FOR HIM ONLY IT WAS A
MINISTRY COMMITTED TO HIM TO PASS ON TO THE SAINTS.”

20 - “The whole counsel of God was not made known until Paul received this revelation of the
mystery.”

21 - “It was a special revelation given not to the twelve, but to him as the apostle of the new
dispensation.”

22 - “How earnest was the apostle in seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this precious
truth.”

23 - “Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles and as such he magnified his office. He was not the
apostle to the Hebrews.”

24 - “If | set at naught any fellow-believer | am to that extent failing to keep this unity.”

25 - “Doubtless the devil thought he had gained a great advantage when he shut Paul up in prison,
but from that prison cell came at least four of the great Church Epistles, and some of the pastoral
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letters, which have been the means of untold blessing to millions throughout the centuries.” Our
brother wrote a later book, “Wrongly Dividing The Word of Truth”. On page 66 of that book he said:

“I SPEAK AS UNTO WISE MEN, JUDGE YE WHAT | SAY.” That is exactly what we now desire to
do, judge what he has said in “Wrongly Dividing” by making comparison with the statements we
have already quoted from his earlier writings. Let me emphasize the fact that he has recently
stated that he believes all that he has written in his earlier writings and stands by all of his
statements in “Wrongly Dividing.”

We now quote his contradictory statements from this later book for wise men to judge:
Page 40 and 41

1 - “The mystery then is not simply centered in the term “Body” but whatever expression may be
used, the mystery is that during the present age all distinction between believing Jews and
believing Gentiles is done away in Christ.”

Concerning Galatians 3:26-29, where there is no mention of the Body of Christ, but reference to
the salvation and unification of Jews and Gentiles in Christ “on the common ground of grace,” the
writer writes

2 - “Is there anything in the revelation of the mystery as given in Ephesians or Colossians that
goes beyond this? It is a clear definite statement of the absolute unity in Christ of those who before
their conversion occupied different positions here on earth, some being Jews, some Gentiles,
some free men, some slaves, some men, some women, but every distinction now obliterated in
the new creation.”

Page 39 3 - “The distinction between Jew and Gentile was abolished on the cross.”
Pages 41 and 42

4 - “The greatest of all New Testament prophets is Luke himself, and in his Book of Acts the
mystery is plainly made known.”

Page 33 (Acts 9:5-15)

5 - “Who art Thou Lord?” and the glorified Saviour answered, “I am Jesus Whom thou
persecutest.” “This was the revelation of the mystery.”

Page 41

6 - “Was this mystery made known by other servants besides the apostle Paul? It was. The
apostle John makes it known in his account of our Lord’s ministry as given in the tenth chapter of
his Gospel.”

Page 41

7 - “It shows us that John, as an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, had received the revelation of
the mystery even before the apostle Paul did.”

Page 41
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8 - “Then what of the apostle Peter? We dare say this same mystery was made known to him on
the housetop of Simon’s residence in Joppa.”

Now reconcile our brother’s other statements with this one. This he writes in another message

“A dispensation then is a period of time in which God is dealing with men in some way in which He
has not dealt with them before. Moreover there may be degrees of revelation.” “Only when a new
revelation from God is given, does a dispensation change.” In spite of this statement of fact, this
man of God teaches that the new dispensation began with Peter on the day of Pentecost without a
revelation. Contradiction as well as blunder. When does he state that a dispensation changes?
When a new revelation from God is given. When did Paul have his revelation according to our
brother’s writings? On the way to Damascus. Acts 9:1-43. When did Peter get the revelation? On
the housetop in Acts 10:1-48. When did the dispensation of the Mystery begin according to his
writings? We quote:

“According to God, the new dispensation, that in which we now live, the dispensation of the grace
of God, otherwise called the dispensation of the mystery, began the moment the spirit descended
at Pentecost.” In closing we quote again what our brother says about this truth, which he
acknowledges was “so unspeakably precious.”

“AS OF ORDINANCES EXALTED TO THE PLACE OF MYSTERIES, AS IN HEATHEN RITES,
HE WILL FIND MUCH, BUT AS TO THE MYSTERY, WHICH TO THE APOSTLE WAS SO
UNSPEAKABLY PRECIOUS, RARELY A REFERENCE.” “MYSTERIES OF GOD.”

“THAT A DOCTRINE SO CLEARLY REVEALED IN THE SCRIPTURES COULD HAVE BECOME
SO UTTERLY LOST IS ONLY TO BE ACCOUNTED FOR BY THE JUDAIZING OF THE
CHURCH, AND THE CONSEQUENT MINDING OF EARTHLY THINGS THAT BECLOUDED THE
HEAVENLY ONES.”

We quote our brother's commendation of Paul; “Lectures on Colossians,” page 59:

“How earnest was the apostle in seeking to lead Christians into the knowledge of this precious
truth.”

Paul should have been earnest in seeking to lead Christians into the precious truth concerning “the
Mystery.” | am trying to be earnest in the matter. | wonder if our brother is earnest about leading
the many members of his present church into this precious truth while he is bitterly opposing God’s
servants who are doing what he is neglecting to do. In closing we ask you to remember Satan’s
activity in the heavenlies and to obey Ephesians 3:9 - Ephesians 6:18-20 - Colossians 4:3-4,
praying for open doors and open months for “the Mystery” and make all to see it.

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation in the knowledge of Him; The eyes of your understanding being enlightened: that ye
may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints. And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to the
working of His mighty power.” Ephesians 1:17-19.

Well it cost Paul something to proclaim this Divine Truth. He was in jail for “the Mystery of the
Gospel” and if we aggressively proclaim it with conviction and zeal we will be partakers of the
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afflictions of the gospel. The devil will never cease to oppose this glorious Divine truth. But here is
a challenge! Find one single sectarian Christian who preaches the Mystery. Find one single
zealous baptizer who preaches the Mystery. You will look in vain. There is neither sectarianism nor
water baptism in the program of the Church of the Mystery in Ephesians and Colossians.

“Be a partaker of the afflictions of the gospel.”
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Chapter 18

S. A SCRIPTURAL EXAMINATION OF ANGLO-ISRAELISM

A SCRIPTURAL EXAMINATION OF “ANGLO-ISRAELISM” By Pastor John C. O'Hair WHERE
ARE THE TEN TRIBES OF ISRAEL? Our Gospel is hid to them that are lost. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4.
This includes all the unbelieving Gentiles and all the unbelieving Israelites, no matter to which of
the twelve tribes they belong. Believing Gentiles and believing Israelites are one in Christ. Christ
broke down the middle-wall of partition between them. Now these believers, in a joint-Body,
constitute the One New Man of Ephesians 2:15, Ephesians 3:6. In Christ there is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision. Galatians 3:26-28. Identified with the risen Christ,
who is now far above in the highest heavenlies, seated with Him and blessed in Him with all
spiritual blessings, are saved Africans, Japanese, Chinese, Indians, Turks, Greeks, Italians,
Germans, French, Spanish, Scandinavians, Britons, Russians, Americans, and hundreds of other
nations and tribes. There are about sixteen hundred million people on this earth, according to the
world census taken by the World Court. There are about sixteen million Jews; one out of one
hundred, about one per cent. It has been stated that the percentage of saved Jews out of the six-
teen million, is as high as the percentage of saved Gentiles out of the sixteen hundred million.

If there was any Scriptural authority for calling the saved Jews and Gentiles, united in Christ,
“Spiritual Israel” before God pronounced His awful judgment upon the Nation Israel, in Acts 28:25
and Acts 28:28, which is still a debatable question, certainly any Divine authority for such an
appellation for the Body of Christ since that time is not to be found. About 70 A.D. God visited
Israel with that unmerciful judgment pronounced by Christ, in Luke 21:20-24 and Matthew 22:7.
Since the days of that terrible judgment we have been living in “the times of the Gentiles”,
spiritually or religiously. “the times of the Gentiles” politically or governmentally began about 600
B.C.. Israel, in accordance with Deuteronomy 28:44 has for centuries been the tail and not the
head. When were Great Britain and the United States the tail? In the early Church after the death
of Christ, before the Divine judgment of Acts 28:25-28, God’s order was “to the Jew first”. Acts
3:26, Acts 13:46, Romans 1:16. But all special privileges, of Israel over the other nations ceased
with the declaration of the truth from Christ, concerning the “joint-Body”, made up of those, “who
were afar off (Gentiles—aliens from the commonwealth of Israel) and those who were nigh (the
commonwealth of Israel) Ephesians 2:11-17. Even before this full revelation of Divine truth, desig-
nated “the mystery”, God’s Word of instruction was, “give none offence neither to the Jew, nor the
Gentile nor the Church of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:32. If there had been a fourth division at that
time, “Israel”, different from the Jews, the Word should have been “neither to the Jews, the
Israelites, the Gentiles, nor the Church of God.”

Yes, the Gospel of glory is hid from lost Israelites, but so far as God is concerned, there are no lost
Ten Tribes of Israel. These words were spoken by Jesus, on earth: “| am not sent but unto the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” Matthew 15:24. Therefore, if we speak Scripturally of lost Israel, we
speak of the lost Twelve Tribes. What Jehovah said of Israel, in Hosea 5:3 is still true in 1936 A.D.,
“Israel is not hid from me.”

Sermonindex.net | Page 86



If Israel is hid from Christians, it is because they have read some human theories concerning the
lost Ten Tribes instead of diligently searching the Word of God. Years ago in Mexico when | was
examining the ruins of the Aztecs, near the two great pyramids, | was told that the Aztecs were the
lost tribes of Israel. According to traditions, the following “peoples” have been called, the lost tribes
of Israel”; the Afghans, the Japanese, the North American Indians, the Nestorians and the Irish,
and many others.

Now, we want you to know from the Word of God just how and where you can definitely locate all
twelve of the tribes of Israel today. Study carefully the twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy. In
that chapter, which gives in detail God’s punishment of unfaithful and disobedient Israel, that
message was for all the tribes. The whole house of Israel was addressed by Peter, on the day of
Pentecost. Acts 2:36. And by James, in his Epistle, “to the Twelve Tribes scattered abroad.”
James 1:1. Jews from every nation under heaven were in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost.
Compare Acts 2:5 with Acts 2:36.

Read Deuteronomy 28:28 : “thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: thou shalt be only oppressed and
spoiled evermore.” Deuteronomy 28:37 : “And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb, and
a byword, among all nations whither the Lord shall lead thee.” Deuteronomy 28:48 : “Therefore
shalt thou serve thy enemies, which the Lord shall serve against thee, in hunger, and in thirst, and
in nakedness, in want of all things. And he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck.” Deuteronomy
28:62 : “And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude.”
Deuteronomy 28:64-65; “And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from one end of the
earth even unto the other - Among these nations shalt thou find no ease”. Deuteronomy 28:53 :
“Thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and thy daughters: Thus scattered
and punished Israel is to be the tail and not the head. Deuteronomy 28:44.

Now let us bear in mind that this was spoken to all Israel. All Israel is to be saved when their
Deliverer comes, that is, representatives from all twelve tribes. Romans 11:26. That Deliverer
spoke of His coming as the Son of man and Israel’'s redemption, in Luke 21:27-32. In that same
chapter He confirmed concerning scattered Israel and forsaken Jerusalem that which was spoken
by Moses in Deuteronomy. Read Luke 21:20-24. Read carefully these verses and then read in
history the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D., and you will read the fulfilment in part of
Deuteronomy 28:1-68, as to eating the flesh of sons and daughters. If you have read; the history of
Great Britain and the United States, do you know when either of these nations ever fulfill the
twenty-eighth chapter of Deuteronomy? But more of this after we set forth some of the claims of
the leaders in the Anglo-Israel Movement.

These statements are copied from literature sent out from the “Anglo-Saxon Federation of
America”, Haverhill, Mass.

1. The Bible does not state or infer that the Jews are God’s chosen people. Judah and Israel are
entirely distinct and separate entities. 2 Chronicles 11:1-23.

2. The Bible made these prophecies and recorded these facts concerning Israel and the Jews.
Israel was to find an island home and be moved no more. The Jews were to be strangers in all
lands. Israel was to constitute a kingdom but the Jews were never to be a nation, until reunited
with Israel. Jews were to remain under the law and Old Covenant, whereas Israel was to be a
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Christian people.

3. “Israel had nothing to do with the crucifixion of our Lord, not being in the land, except Benjamin,
who accepted Him.”

4. “Ephraim” is England and “Manassah” represents the United States. Manassah was the
thirteenth tribe, and that accounts for the discovery of America on October 13, 1492; and the
following “thirteens” in American history. Thirteen colonies; 13 bars and 13 stars (flag); 13 letters in
“E Pluribus Unum” and 13 feathers, 13 olives, and 13 arrows on American coins. First American
navy, 13 ships. Cornerstone of White House laid October 13, 1792. The 13th amendment abol-
ished slavery. General Pershing born September 13, 1860 and arrived in France for participation
in the World war June 13, 1917. The first letter in Manasseh is the 13th in both English and
Hebrew languages. Herbert Hoover and Charles Curtis each had 13 letters in their names.

5. The Celtic-Anglo-Saxons are Israel, the chosen people of God. The British Isle inhabitants are
descendants among others, from the tribes of Saxons (Isaac’s sons), the Danes of Dan, the Jutes
of Judah, the Fresians, the Picts, and the Scots, and Normans of Benjamin.

6. “Brith” in Hebrew means “covenant”, therefore we have Britain, “covenant law”, British the
“covenant man”, Britania “covenant ships”. “Britannia rules the waves”, controlling the English
Channel, Gibralta, Singapore, Shanghai, Hong Kong, the Suez Canal, Malta, Aden, and other
gates and stations. America controls practically all of the remaining gates. This, all in fulfillment of
Genesis 22:17, “thy (Abraham’s) seed shall possess the gate of his enemies.” (Read Isaiah
14:1-8). The Anglo-Saxons are “Christianized Israel” and are fulfilling Isaiah 49:7 : “I will also give
thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.” The
Church is the priesthood of the nation. In 1776 A.D. the Lord divided Israel into two nations, so that
God’s promises to both Ephraim and Manasseh might be realized.

7. When General Allenby, the British soldier, drove the Turks out of Palestine and took possession
of that land, the British were the children of Israel from the north and all lands returning to the land
given to their fathers by God, in fulfilment of Jeremiah 23:7-8.

During the centuries before this return of Israel (the Anglo-Saxons) to Palestine, God had fulfilled
Ezekiel 20:33-35, bringing scattered Israel with a mighty hand out of countries into the wilderness
(Great Britain), and the wilderness was to blossom like a rose, and be the place prepared of God
where Israel should be nourished. And there Israel was to fulfill Deuteronomy 32:13, and be the
lion lifting himself up with the strength of the unicorn-as a great Lion. Numbers 23:24, Numbers
24:9.

8. In this latter day the New Covenant is first for the Anglo-Saxon Israelites. As under the Old
Covenant, strangers and sojourners can become lIsraelites, members of the kingdom nation
(Britain) and partaker of its benefits. These partakers are grafted into the Israel stock for kingdom
benefits. Every Anglo-Saxon who complies with the law is recovenanted to God. The law has not
been set aside, only the form of circumcision. The punishment of those refusing to comply with this
law shall be destruction. The present failure of Anglo-Saxons and Americans to recognize Great
Britain as the kingdom of Israel is responsible for the present misery and suffering in the two lands.
Israel’s time of punishment foretold in Daniel 4:23 and Daniel 4:32, “seven times” has expired. A
time was a period of 360 years, or 2520 years. Adding 2520 years to the time of Judah’s captivity,
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about 600 B.C., we come to about 1920 A.D.. One of the chief speakers for the Anglo-Israelites
declares the Lord will come for His Church September 16th, of the year (1936).

9. Only Spirit-filled Christians will be saved from the great time of trouble. The rest of the Church
and all Israel (Britons) will survive until Jesus’ feet stand on the mount of Olives to save His people
from destruction, in fulfilment of Zechariah 14:1-3. (Howard B. Rand). The wise virgins of Matthew
25:1-46 : are the Spirit-filled Church members who will be raptured. These will know in advance
the arrival of the day of their removal. This will include only a few.

10. (Rev. Wm. P. Goard) The throne of David has come down to Great Britain through a clear line
of descent and, therefore, the fulfillment of God's promise that David's throne would endure
forever. Great Britain and America, Ephraim and Manasseh (who are to render willing obedience)
are preparing the way for the coming of the King. The house of David, removed from Jerusalem in
the days of Nebuchadnezzar, was brought to Ireland by Jeremiah the prophet in the person of
Tamar Tephi, thus establishing the present line of descent. The Ten Tribes came from Assyria to
Europe, thence to the British Isles to be joined to the house of David. God’s Jehovah throne was
established in the midst of His kingdom, Modern Israel, or Britain. An ancient King of Ireland was
married to a Jewish Princess from the East and their coronation was on Jacob’s stone, and the
royal house of Britain has descended from that union. The present King of England, Edward, Al-
bert, Christian, George, Andrew, Patrick David is the prince descended from King David, the one
hundredth generation from King David, born 1076 B.C. His name was at the suggestion of the
Marchioness of Waterford, for said she, “I believe that he will be “David your prince” foretold by the
prophet, under whom we shall repossess the holy land. The royal mother replied, “Baby is called
David”. The present King David is on the throne and Ezekiel 37:22-24.

11. According to Daniel 2:44-45, a Stone is to come from heaven, smite all other kingdoms,
become a mountain and fill the whole earth. This Stone kingdom is to stand forever. Israel is to
stand forever. Jeremiah 31:35-36. Therefore, Great Britain is the Stone Kingdom, the forever
Israel. To prove this, there are two emblematic stones, the little stone in Britain’s possession and
the big stone the pyramid in Egypt. This Stone in Egypt is the altar of Isaiah 19:19-20, God’s
witness. The little stone now occupies the chief seat in the kingdom, the coronation chair at West-
minster Abbey. The Kings of the House of David have been crowned upon this stone. During the
past 130 years the Kingdom of Great Britain has expanded into the mountain and the emblematic
big stone, the pyramid,, is God’s witness to Great Britain’s claim. The Anglo Israelites decide much
by the structure and measurements of the pyramid. They say “When the time arrived for the
kingdom to grow into a mountain, God revealed a mountain of Stone as a witness to the kingdom
people.” “Cutting the pyramid open from north to south, the diagram of the passages gives a
chronological history of Israel and Judah.” There is recorded, that the transfer of the kingdom
activities was from Judah to Israel, because the Jews, and not Israel, rejected and crucified Christ.
Even the very time of Britain’s ultimatum to Germany and the Anglo-Saxons’ entrance into the
World War, in 1914, is told by the pyramid measurements, midnight, August 4th. That was the
beginning of Jacob’s trouble in fulfillment according to Jeremiah 30:7.

(End of statements.) By this teaching the tribulation is still on, if it has not passed. But think most of
us are not conscious if the millennium is here, or if we are in the midst of the great tribulation
described in the Revelation.
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How strange that our Apostle Paul had nothing to say about this pyramid. If this program is in any
way a sign to members of the Body of Christ surely we would find it mentioned in “Body” truth, in
the writings of Paul. May we remind our readers that the Lord’s Church during this dispensation is
designated “the Church which is His Body”. Ephesians 1:21-22, Colossians 1:24-28. In Ephesians
3:6 that Church is called the “Sussomos”, literally “Joint-Body”. Let us carefully study the context,
with special emphasis on Ephesians 3:1-3 and Ephesians 3:9 : Paul the prisoner of Jesus Christ
for Gentiles—given the dispensation of the grace of God for Gentiles—the mystery of the
Joint-Body revealed to him. Paul was to make known the fellowship (dispensation) of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the world was hid in God. “The mystery”, mentioned twelve times in
Paul's last epistles, is always mentioned in connection with the high and holy calling, heavenly
spiritual blessings of the Gentiles, as members of that Israel’'s were; both silent and uninformed. -
Time and again the Scriptures remind us that Paul was Christ’s chosen minister to the Gentiles,
though he himself was an Israelite of the tribe of Benjamin, Romans 11:13 and Romans 11:1. To
be ignorant of Paul's messages concerning the Body of Christ is to be ignorant concerning the
Body of Christ. In his message, leading up to the statement concerning the “Joint-Body”, Paul
referred to the two “peoples” who were to make the “One New Man”, “the circumcision” and “the
uncircumcision”, “the commonwealth of Israel and the aliens”, “those who were afar off and those
who were nigh”. Ephesians 2:11-12, Ephesians 2:17. In referring to the new man, in Colossians
3:11, written at the same time, he refers to the “two peoples” as Gentile and Jew. Thus we see that
the “Commonwealth of Israel” and the “Jew” are used synonymously and interchangeably as they
are all through Paul’s oral and written ministry.

Perhaps the most inexcusable of all blunders in Bible study, is to confuse the promises which God
made by the mouth and pen of His prophets to Israel, with His eternal purpose and grace given to
members of the Body of Christ before Israel was ever brought into existence, even before the
foundation of the world. Ephesians 3:11, 2 Timothy 1:9, Ephesians 1:3-4. To teach that
“Anglo-Israel” or any other “Israel”, whose history is recorded in Old Testament prophecy, is, the
Body of Christ, is worse than a travesty on sound exegesis: it is profound ignorance of the Word of
God. If British Israel is the same Israel that Left Egypt, and later left Palestine as prisoners of the
Assyrians, and are now preserved to be revealed as the Body of Christ, God’s chosen priesthood,
seated with Christ the Head in the heavenlies, blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies,
according to Ephesians 2:6, Ephesians 1:3-4, then all of Paul’s claim concerning “the mystery”, the
unsearchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles, and His revelation concerning the “Joint-Body”,
was but an empty dream. But Paul’'s words were Christ's words and Anglo-Israelism is the empty
dream.

How could any servant of the Lord make known “the dispensation of the mystery” and make
known Anglo-Israelism. Ephesians 3:9. Ignorance of the truth of Ephesians is responsible for
every “ism” with which God'’s true Church is troubled; that is, the one true antidote for all of the
fallacies operating in the name of Christ's Church is the “mystery” truth of Ephesians and
Colossians.

If we should accept the foolish teaching of Anglo-Israelism that the English races are not Gentiles,
then we would have to acknowledge our great blunder is having appropriated for ourselves and
applied to ourselves, or rather misappropriated and misapplied all of the messages of Paul, the
Apostle to the Gentiles, directed to Gentiles. We would have to teach that those glorious truths
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contained in the Epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Il Timothy, concerning the mystery
among the Gentiles, and the unsearchable riches among the Gentiles, and the eternal purpose of
God in Christ Jesus, was intended for the Greeks, Italians, Turks and African Negroes, but not for
us. | hope you will see the utter nonsense of their unscriptural teaching. To Paul was committed
the gospel of the uncircumcision; to Peter, James and others, the gospel of the circumcision and
Paul referred to them as the “Twelve Tribes”. Acts 26:7. Paul did not testify unto Two Tribes of
Jews; but unto Twelve Tribes of Israel. In testifying to the Twelve Tribes of Israel, he told Israel’'s
rulers that John the Baptist had testified to “all the people of Israel”. Acts 13:24. Both Peter and
Paul declared that it was Israel’s rulers who condemned Christ and put Him to death. Acts 13:17
and Acts 13:26-27. Acts 4:10. “All the people of Israel”, Acts 4:27.

Peter addressed his epistle to the “dispersion”, “the Twelve Tribes”. 1 Peter 1:1. James addressed
his epistle “to the Twelve Tribes”. James 1:1. Both Peter and James were ministers of the circum-
cision. Galatians 2:9. This had nothing whatever to do with the spiritual circumcision to which Paul
referred in Php 3:3. The Twelve Tribes and “the circumcision” were synonymous. The Twelve
Tribes still practice religious circumcision. God’s division is still the Jew, the Gentile and the
Church of God. Israel and the Jew are one and the same in this dispensation. Read carefully
Romans 9:27 and Romans 9:29 what Isaiah cried and concerning whom he cried. Read also
Romans 9:31 and all of Romans 10:1-21, and say whether or not Paul was referring to one or two
tribes. Then turn to Isaiah, the prophet to the Jews, who used the word “Israel” 92 times, and
never used “Jew” except to describe the language of his people.

Christ was the King of Israel, sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He was the glory of His
people Israel. John 1:49, Matthew 15:24, Matthew 10:6, Luke 2:32. Nicodemus was a master of Is-
rael. John 3:10. Christ entered Jerusalem as the King of Israel. John 12:13. Read Luke 1:68.

Why did Christ choose twelve apostles? If they were preaching to only two tribes of Israel would
the Lord have been so particular about selecting a successor to take the place of Judas, that there
might be twelve apostles on the day of Pentecost? Peter with one would have been sufficient, if
numbers in the Bible are symbolic. But the record is Peter with the Eleven, speaking to all the
house of Israel. Acts 2:36 and Acts 2:14 and Acts 2:22. And who were they? Devout Jews from
every nation under heaven. Jews from every nation under heaven and all the house of Israel are
synonymous. To say that Israel did not crucify the Prince of life, after reading Acts 2:22-23; Acts
2:36, Acts 4:26-27 and Acts 5:30-32, and Stephen’s message in Acts 7:1-60, is to be either grossly
ignorant or to handle the Word of God deceitfully. He was the Stone of stumbling for both houses
of Israel. Isaiah 8:14. (To be Continued)
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Chapter 19

S. ABRAHAM

ABRAHAM By Pastor John C. O’'Hair HUMAN GOVERNMENT - PROMISE

Abraham, the son of Terah the idolater, was born about 2008 A.H. About 2083 A.H., when Abram
was seventy-five years old, God called him to leave his land and home and people, and he did.
Hebrews 11:8. Genesis 12:4. In Romans 4:13, we read, “For the promise, that he should be the
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith.” Again in Galatians 3:18, we read: “For if the inheritance be of the law, it is
no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.” Again we read in Hebrews 6:13 :
“When God made promise to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater, He swear by
Himself.” He confirmed the promise by an oath. Hebrews 6:17. By referring to Genesis, Genesis
12:1-20, Genesis 13:1-18, Genesis 14:1-24, Genesis 15:1-21, Genesis 16:1-16, Genesis 17:1-27,
and Genesis 21:1-34 and Genesis 22:1-24, we learn of the great promises God made to Abram
and Abraham and also of the oath of confirmation at the time Abraham offered to God his only
begotten son, Isaac.

“I will make of thee a great nation.” Genesis 12:2.

“I will bless thee and make thy nhame great, and thou shalt be a blessing.” Genesis 12:2.

“I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee.” Genesis 12:3.

“In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:3.

“All the land which thou seest, to thee will | give it, and to thy seed forever.” Genesis 13:15.

“And | will make thy seed as the dust of the earth.” Genesis 13:16.

“I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.” Genesis 17:2.

“Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of
many nations have | made thee . .. And | will make thee exceeding fruitful, and | will make nations
of thee, and kings shall come out of thee . . . | will give thee and to thy seed after thee, the land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and | will be
their God.” Genesis 17:1-8.

“Ye Shall Circumcise,” Genesis 17:11 “And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was
circumcised in the flesh.” Genesis 17:24. THE OATH “By myself have | sworn, saith the Lord.”
Genesis 22:17.

“Thy seed shall possess the gate of His enemies.” “And in thy seed | shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed.” Genesis 22:16-17.

ABRAHAM’'S DEATH
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“And these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived, and hundred three score
and fifteen years.” Genesis 25:7.

BEFORE AND AFTER THE COVENANT

Abraham was neither a Jew nor an Israelite when he was called at the age of 75. He was an
Hebrew. The covenant which God made with Abraham—His oath-supported promises—was
made 430 Years before Israel and Jehovah entered into their mutual law contract. Galatians 3:17.

Abram, the uncircumcised, believed the promises of God. He believed God, and it was counted, or
reckoned to him for righteousness. Genesis 15:6. Romans 4:3. Galatians 3:6.

Abraham’s circumcision was the seal of the righteousness which he had yet being uncircumcised.
Romans 4:11. Declared righteous in uncircumcision that he might be the father of the
uncircumcised Gentile believers. Romans 4:11. “So then they which be of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham.” Galatians 3:9. “They which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.”
Galatians 3:7. Christ died on the cross, “That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ.” Galatians 3:14. “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.” Galatians 3:29. The natural or physical seed of Abraham went to
Canaan, because of the Abrahamic covenant. The same seed of Abraham, the nation Israel, will
yet possess all of Canaan, because of the Abrahamic covenant. God gave it to Abraham by
promise. “The gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” Roman 11:29. God will therefore
take away Israel’s sin and save that nation. Romans 11:25-31.

“Thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob, whom | have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.” Isaiah
41:8. “Fear not thou worm Jacob.” Isaiah 41:14. Read also Jeremiah 31:25-26.

ABRAHAM NOT UNDER THE LAW

We must be careful not to confuse the Abrahamic covenant with the covenant which God made
430 years later when He took Israel by the hand and led them up out of the land of Egypt.
Hebrews 8:8-10. While all of the failures of Israel under that Sinai covenant cannot annul God’s
covenant of grace made with Abraham, yet we must see that our failure to differentiate between
the Abrahamic covenant for Israel and all nations of the earth and the Sinai covenant with Israel,
demanding an earthly religious program and a seventh-day sabbath, will lead us into untold
confusion and error. To the covenant or promise the Law was added because of transgression till
the Seed should come. Galatians 3:19. The Seed is Christ. He came. “He taketh away the first.”
Hebrews 10:9. The “first” was not the Abrahamic covenant but the Old Covenant made with Israel.
Hebrews 8:13. 2 Corinthians 3:7-13. The Abrahamic covenant is not taken away. It is being fulfilled
in part. It will be fulfilled in whole - not only concerning Abraham'’s spiritual seed today, but also
concerning Israel in Canaan.

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, whose name became Israel, all died several centuries before the Old
Testament was established. So did: Israel’s twelve sons. Moses was born under the dispensation
of Promise, eighty years before there was an Old Testament, so Abraham and his great grand
children were not Old Testament characters. Abraham died in 1820 B.C. The Old Testament was
established about 1492 B.C.
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Read carefully Luke 1:27-74 of the birth of Christ as the Seed of Abraham and the Seed of David
and learn the purpose of that birth. THE INHERITANCE IN THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT AND
OATH

What mean these words found in the last verse of Amos: “And | will plant them upon their land,
and they shall not more be pulled up out of their land which | have given them, saith the Lord?”
What mean these words: “All Israel shall be saved . . . This is my covenant with them . . . the gifts
and calling of God are without repentance?” Romans 11:25-32. Here is the reason: “Beloved for
the fathers’ sake.” Romans 11:28. Beloved for the fathers’ sake. Let us not forget this most
important statement. Israel will be redeemed and reestablished in the Land of Canaan, as a
nation, for the fathers’ sake.

Abraham was the first father. Hear God’s word to this father: “And | will give unto thee, and to thy
seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession: and | will be their God.” Genesis 17:14. The Law; under which Israel was so unfaithful,
cannot disannul that promise. Galatians 3:17. This promise was not to Abraham or his seed,
through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. Romans 4:13.

What part of the inheritance are we Gentiles interested in? “For if the inheritance be of the Law, it
is no more of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.” Galatians 3:18. “The blessing of
Abraham might come on the Gentiles.” Galatians 3:14; This is our inheritance. It is through Jesus
Christ, the promised Seed. Here is the oath-supported covenant or promise: “By myself have |
sworn saith the Lord. . . . In thy Seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 22:18.
This is the gospel that was preached for us even before Abram became circumcised Abraham.
Genesis 12:3. When Abram believed God, it was counted unto him for righteousness. Galatians
3:6. And in the promise the Scripture foresaw that God would declare believing Gentiles righteous
without a cause. Galatians 3:8. Romans 3:24. The blessing of Abraham is “RIGHTEOUSNESS”
for believing: Gentiles through Jesus Christ. This is our inheritance. It is evidenced by the
indwelling Holy Spirit. Galatians 3:14. The moment a sinner believes the gospel, he is righteous,
and at the same moment he receives the Holy Spirit; not by the works of the law, but by the
hearing of faith. Galatians 3:2. He instantly becomes Christ's, Abraham’s seed and an heir
according to the promise. Galatians 3:29. Heirs of salvation as spiritual seed. But not heirs of
Canaan, as the natural seed.

“THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALSO A WITNESS TO US” In the tenth chapter of Hebrews (Hebrews
10:15), the Holy Spirit is declared to be the witness of the benefit for the individual, guaranteed to
Israel under the New Covenant. The Old Covenant was made with Israel when that nation left
Egypt, about 1492 B.C. Hebrews 8:9. The New Covenant was promised to them in Jeremiah
31:31-35, about 600 B.C. This New Covenant guarantees national salvation. Hebrews 8:11. -
Christ’s blood is the blood of the New Covenant. Matthew 26:28. This New Covenant was not
made with Gentiles, but the Gentiles get salvation under it to provoke Israel to jealousy. Romans
11:11. In this age, saved Gentiles, together with saved Jews, are being joined to the Lord as
members of His Body. When this present purpose of God shall have been accomplished then the
Covenant will be fulfilled in the salvation of Israel. The individual believing Gentile during this age
of grace, enjoys some of the benefits of this New Covenant, which is a better covenant established
upon better promises than the Old Covenant. Hebrews 8:6. Therefore, the believer today, whether
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Jew or Gentile, is perfected and sanctified forever by the one offering Christ made on the cross.
Hebrews 10:14. The witness of this perfection and sanctification under the New Covenant is the
same as the witness of the righteousness, which is the blessing of Abraham; namely, the Holy
Spirit. By the Holy Spirit the believer is sealed unto the day of redemption. Ephesians 4:30.

HE TAKETH AWAY THE FIRST, THAT HE MAY ESTABLISH THE SECOND
Hebrews 10:9

“He taketh away the first that He may establish the second.” This is a most interesting statement.
Perhaps we should defer the consideration of this statement until we come to the end of the “Law”
dispensation. But because of the fact that so many Christians have failed to differentiate between
the Abrahamic Covenant and the Old Covenant, we shall study the meaning of this statement.
Christ took away the first. Christ established the second. The first and the second. It was by the
one offering of Christ on the cross that the first was taken away and the second was established. If
the first refers to the Law and its sacrifices, then we must see that these were not taken away until
the death of Christ. They were not taken away at the time Christ was preaching His Sermon on the
Mount. But the first had been taken away for some years when the Apostle Paul wrote to the
Galatians. In the Epistle to the Galatians we learn that the Abrahamic Covenant has. not been
disannulled or made ineffective by the Law Covenant that was added. Abraham also sacrificed
animals. Such sacrifices have passed away, since Christ offered Himself once-for-all on the cross.
But, as Gentiles, we know that we are not being saved because of the promises under the Law
Covenant. But the gospel for us was included in the promise which God made to Abraham, “In thy
seed shall all of the nations of the earth be blessed.” In Hebrews 8:13, we read this statement
concerning the Old Covenant: “in that He saith a New Covenant, He hath made the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.” Hebrews 8:13. This is likewise
spoken of in 2 Corinthians 3:13-14 as, “That which is abolished.” . . . . “Which is done away.” The
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ brought the “Law” dispensation, the Old Covenant,
to an end. He is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that believeth. Romans 10:4-5.
The first and the old are the same. The Abrahamic Covenant has not been taken away. The
promise is daily being fulfilled in the salvation of individual Gentiles and the promise and oath will
be fulfilled for Israel when the Son of God returns to restore the kingdom to them. The Gentile
believer saved under the Abrahamic promise is saved on the basis of the blood of the New
Covenant. We therefore see that the Abrahamic Covenant and the Old Covenant are not the
same. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the fathers referred to in Romans 11:28, were not Old
Testament characters. They lived and died under the Promise, before the Law was added.

Now before we proceed to the study of Moses and the Law, let us consider several verses of
Scripture:

ISRAEL IN EGYPT

“He said unto Abram, Know of a surety, that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years. Afterwards shall they come
out with great substance.” Genesis 15:13.

“All of the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides Jacob’s
sons’ wives were threescore and six.” Genesis 46:26. The adults of the children of Israel that went
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up out of Egypt were six hundred thousand. Exodus 12:37.

Guaranteed in the Abrahamic Covenant was Israel's deliverance from Egypt. Israel was
miraculously preserved in Egypt, as Israel has been miraculously preserved ever since, and is
being today. Israel in Egypt grew from fewer than seventy souls in the year 1706 B.C. to more than
six hundred thousand souls in the year 1492 B.C. When the four hundred years were fulfilled, or
when the fulness of time was come, “God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.” Exodus 2:24. His gifts and calling were without repentance; so He sent Moses to deliver
Israel from Egypt. It is still true that the gifts and calling are without repentance in this respect and
a Deliverer is to come out of Zion and deliver Israel. Romans 11:26-29. Moses was eighty years
old when God called him to be Israel’s deliverer. Exodus 7:7. It was at that time that God took
Israel by the hand to lead them up out of the land of Egypt and entered with them into that mutual
contract of “doing.” Jeremiah 31:31-32. Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he
died. Deuteronomy 34:7.

Therefore it is obvious that Moses lived in two different dispensations, first, for eighty years under
the Promise, and then for forty years under the “Law” dispensation.

‘FOR THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS
CHRIST.” John 1:17.
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Chapter 20

S. ABRAM - ABRAHAM

ABRAM - ABRAHAM Abraham Was Declared Righteous In Uncircumcision “WE SAY THAT
FAITH WAS RECKONED TO ABRAHAM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Romans 4:9.

‘HOW WAS IT THEN RECKONED? WHEN HE WAS IN CIRCUMCISION, OR IN
UNCIRCUMCISION? NOT IN CIRCUMCISION, BUT IN UNCIRCUMCISION. AND HE
RECEIVED THE SIGN OF CIRCUMCISION, A SEAL OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE FAITH
WHICH HE HAD YET BEING UNCIRCUMCISED; THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FATHER OF ALL
THEM THAT BELIEVE, THOUGH THEY BE NOT CIRCUMCISED; THAT RIGHTEOUSNESS
MIGHT BE IMPUTED UNTO THEM ALSO.” Romans 4:10-11.

These are important truths to enable us to understand other important truths. Comparatively few
Christians have understood Paul’'s words in Galatians 2:7 :

“But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as
the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter.”

Just what was the difference between Peter’s gospel of the circumcision and Paul's gospel of the
uncircumcision? This is for a later lesson. But this study will prepare us for that lesson.

Now let us read Acts 7:8 and Genesis 17:10, Genesis 17:24, Genesis 17:14 and Genesis 17:5.

“And He gave him (Abraham) the covenant of circumcision; and so Abraham begat Isaac, and
circumcised him the eighth day; and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs.”

“This is My covenant, which ye shall keep, between Me and you and thy seed after thee; Every
man child among you shall be circumcised.”

“And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin.”

“And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be
cut off from his people; he hath broken My covenant.”

“Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of
many nations have | made thee.”

God gave the covenant of circumcision when He changed Abram’s name to “Abraham” when
Abraham was 99 years old. Isaac was born one year after uncircumcised Abram became
circumcised Abraham. Genesis 21:5. Isaac, the promised son, was the child of circumcised
Abraham. Then note that Isaac and Jesus of Nazareth were both circumcised when eight days old.
Genesis 21:4 and Luke 2:21. Isaac, the promised son, was a type of Jesus Christ, the promised
Son. From circumcised Isaac came Jacob (Israel), his twelve sons, Israel and the Jews, called “the
circumcision”. Romans 15:8. “Jesus Christ was a minister to the circumcision.” Romans 15:8.
While on earth He did not minister unto the Gentiles. (One Greek woman and one Roman man.
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Matthew 8:1-12 and Matthew 15:21-24.)

Peter and the Eleven were sent to Israel in the cities of Israel. Matthew 10:5 and Matthew 10:23.
Peter and the Eleven are to minister to Israel in the coming kingdom age. Matthew 19:28.

Peter and the Eleven remained in Jerusalem during the period covered by the Book of Acts. Acts
8:1. On the day of Pentecost Peter and the Eleven spoke to Jews from every nation under heaven.
Acts 2:14-15. About fifteen years later they were still messengers to the circumcision. Galatians
2:9. From Genesis 17:14 (about 1900 B.C.) to Acts 10:47 (about 40 A.D.) the circumcision of men
was a Divine requirement for fellowship with God’s people. To Peter was committed “the gospel of
the circumcision”. Galatians 2:7. No one was ever saved except by the once-for-all sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross; but the word “gospel” covers much more than the salvation of the
individual sinner. THE GOSPEL OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION

Abraham was circumcised. But Abraham was not a Jew. Abraham descended from Noah, Shem
and Eber. Abraham was an Eberite. Abraham became the father of one branch of the Semitic
race. Abraham’s father was Terah. Terah lived in Chaldea and was an idolater. The word “Jew” in
the Bible has a double meaning. Abraham’s grandson, Jacob (Israel), had twelve sons. The fourth
son was Judah. Speaking of the Jews, as a race they were Judahites. But when Jesus Christ said,
“salvation is of the Jews”, He was not thinking of just one of the twelve tribes. The Israelites were
all Jews by religion. Galatians 1:14. Jesus Christ was a Jew by race and by religion.. He is called
the “Lion of the tribe of Judah.” Revelation 5:5.

NOTE THE 430 YEARS But note Galatians 3:8 and Galatians 3:17 :

“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.”

“And this | say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was
four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none
effect.”

Here we understand what Paul meant when he said the gospel of the uncircumcision “was
committed unto me.”

Four hundred and thirty years before Moses was on Sinai, receiving the law and the Jews’ religion,
uncircumcised Abram did something. What he did was to believe. “Abraham believed God, and it
was accounted to him for righteousness:” Galatians 3:6. The doing was God’s part. The believing
was Abram’s part. God declared uncircumcised Abram righteous.

Note Genesis 12:4 and Genesis 15:6 - “So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and
Lot went with him; and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.”

“And he believed in the Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness.” When was Abram
circumcised to become Abraham? When he was 99 years old. When was Abram called? Twenty--
four years before he was circumcised. His circumcision was the seal of the righteousness which
he received in uncircumcision. Romans 4:9-11. So Abram’s circumcision did not contribute to his
righteousness or improve it. He had God’s righteousness. God'’s righteousness is perfect and
cannot be improved. The one thing Abram did to receive God’s righteousness was to believe God.
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THE SCRIPTURES FORESAW Note again Galatians 3:8

“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.”

What people were seen when the gospel was preached to Abram 24 years before he was
circumcised, and 430 years before the law was added to the gospel (Galatians 3:19)? The
heathen (Gentiles) of Paul's day. What was seen? That the uncircumcised heathen would be
declared righteous without circumcision, without the law, without any religious observances. Just
as Abraham was, by faith without works.

“For what saith the Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for
righteousness.” “But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness.” Romans 4:3 and Romans 4:5.

Christ in heaven revealed to the Apostle Paul that the covenant of circumcision was not binding on
the Gentiles. For some years after Paul received his Divine commission to preach, God permitted
the Christian Jews to continue the practice of circumcision. (Acts 16:3 and Acts 21:25). But later
on a new interpretation of circumcision was given.

“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and
have no confidence in the flesh.” “In Whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; Buried
with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God,
Who hath raised Him from the dead.” Php 3:3 and Colossians 2:11-12.

God’s message is Galatians 6:15 and Galatians 5:3 :

‘IN  CHRIST JESUS NEITHER CIRCUMCISION AVAILETH ANY THING, NOR
UNCIRCUMCISION, BUT A NEW CREATURE.”

“For | testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law.”

Every member of the Body of Christ has been circumcised with the circumcision not made with
hands. Colossians 2:11. Jesus Christ was circumcised in the flesh when He was eight days old.
Luke 2:18-21. Some Christians speak of following Jesus Christ in baptism, but they say nothing
about following Him in His circumcision or about following His example in the matter of going to the
Jewish synagogue on the Jewish sabbath. Luke 4:16. Christ’s death baptism took place on the
cross. Luke 12:48-52. Members of His Body, who have been circumcised with the circumcision not
made with hands, have also been baptized into the baptism (death) of Christ with a Divine baptism
not made with hands, the operation of God. Colossians 2:12. For the believer there is one
circumcision and one baptism.

Thus we learn that as uncircumcised Abram was justified by faith before God gave to Israel the ten
commandments and their religious program, so any uncircumcised heathen in the United States or
in the heart of Africa can be justified by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His finished redemptive
work. God’s message of grace is, “being declared righteous without a cause by God's grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:24.
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Chapter 21

S. ACCORDING TO GOD’S GOOD PLEASURE

ACCORDING TO GOD’'S GOOD PLEASURE It is interesting to prayerfully consider Ephesians
1:9, concerning God’s revelation of the Mystery

“HAVING MADE KNOWN UNTO US THE MYSTERY OF HIS WILL ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD
PLEASURE, WHICH HE HATH PURPOSED IN HIMSELF.” This confirms the truth of Ephesians
15:

“‘HAVING PREDESTINATED US UNTO THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY JESUS CHRIST TO
HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL.”

Note, “according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself” and “according to the good
pleasure of His will.” He hath made known the mystery of His will. This will is God’s predestinated
purpose. In studying the Pauline messages we must be very careful not to confuse God’'s
prophesied plan and program with His “predestinated purpose,” the mystery of His will concerning
the position and possessions of members of the Body of Christ, revealed to and through the
Apostle Paul.

Now let us note some very interesting facts in Ephesians; namely, that all of the spiritual benefits
and blessings, which the believer has in Christ Jesus, are:

ACCORDING TO GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE IN CHRIST. Ephesians 3:11.

ACCORDING AS GOD HATH CHOSEN US IN CHRIST BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE
WORLD. Ephesians 1:4.

ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE. Ephesians 1:7.
ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY. Ephesians 3:16.
ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF THE GIFT OF CHRIST. Ephesians 4:7.

ACCORDING TO THE EFFECTUAL WORKING IN THE MEASURE OF EVERY PART.
Ephesians 4:16.

ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL. Ephesians 1:5.

ACCORDING TO HIS GOOD PLEASURE WHICH HE HATH PURPOSED IN HIMSELF.
Ephesians 1:9.

ACCORDING TO THE PURPOSE OF HIM WHO WORKETH ALL THINGS AFTER THE
COUNSEL OF HIS OWN WILL. Ephesians 1:11.

ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HIS MIGHTY POWER. Ephesians 1:19.

ACCORDING TO THE GIFT OF THE GRACE OF GOD GIVEN UNTO PAUL BY THE
EFFECTUAL WORKING OF GOD’S POWER. Ephesians 3:7.
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ACCORDING TO THE POWER THAT WORKETH IN US. Ephesians 3:20.

After carefully  considering these verses, which tell the source and measure of all the believer’s
benefits and blessings, we should be filled with wonder, amazement and thanksgiving, but not with
any skepticism or doubt as to what God can do and does do for the sinner saved by His infinite,
matchless grace, love and mercy, and why God bestows such unspeakable and manifold
blessings upon those of the children of Adam who are willing to be the recipients of His grace.

GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE - PREDESTINATION Note Romans 8:28-31 :

“AND WE KNOW THAT ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD TO THEM THAT LOVE
GOD, TO THEM WHO ARE CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE. FOR WHOM HE DID
FOREKNOW HE DID ALSO PREDESTINATE, TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS
SON, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FIRSTBORN AMONG MANY BRETHREN. MOREOVER WHOM
HE DID PREDESTINATE, THEM HE ALSO CALLED: AND WHOM HE CALLED THEM HE ALSO
JUSTIFIED: AND WHOM HE JUSTIFIED THEM HE ALSO GLORIFIED. WHAT SHALL WE SAY
THEN TO THESE THINGS? IF GOD BE FOR US WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?” This causes us
to cry out with Paul: “ O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of
the Lord? or who hath been His counsellor?” Romans 11:33-34. In all the Scriptures, where the
purpose of God is mentioned, it is mentioned in connection with predestination, as the purpose
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. 2 Timothy 1:9. It is God’s eternal
purpose purposed in Christ Jesus before the world began. God’s spiritual program under the
dispensation of the mystery is according to His eternal or predestinated purpose; that which God
purposed in Christ Jesus before Abraham, or even Adam, was created.

Now note carefully and prayerfully Ephesians 1:3-5 :

“BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO HATH
BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN THE HEAVENLIES IN CHRIST,;
ACCORDING AS HE HATH CHOSEN US IN HIM BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE
WORLD, THAT WE SHOULD BE HOLY AND WITHOUT BLAME BEFORE HIM IN LOVE:
HAVING PREDESTINATED US UNTO THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN BY JESUS CHRIST TO
HIMSELF, ACCORDING TO THE GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS WILL:

1. Blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ.

2. According as God hath chosen us in Christ before the foundation of the world.

3. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself.
4. According to the good pleasure of His will.

Here we have the grace and glory purpose of God, the dealings and doings of the sovereign God
of all grace; all in, by, and through the Lord Jesus Christ, and all for Christ's sake. It is easy to

remember the three “p’s”. It is according to God’s purpose, God’s pleasure, and God’s power.

Now note three other “p’s” in the matter of salvation. Note Ephesians 2:10 : “For we are His
workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
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should walk in them.” Those who are members of the Body of Christ are God’s workmanship,
created by God in Christ unto good works. God is the expert Workman. In the Epistle to the
Ephesians we are in God’s “saint” factory. We learn in this Epistle, in the matter of making saints,
“the people,” “the process,” and “the product. “

1. THE PEOPLE, or human material with which God must work. Note Ephesians 4:18 - Ephesians
2:1-3 - Ephesians 2:12. They are “alienated from the life of God.” They are “dead in trespasses
and sins.” They are “walking according to the course of this world.” They walk according to Satan’s
control. Their conversation is in the lusts of the flesh. They. are by nature the children of wrath.
They are in the world without God and having no hope. This is almost waste material. Now we can
see why only the grace and power of God can transform such helpless, sinful, human creatures
into saints.

2. THE PROCESS - The Divine process - “But God Who is rich in mercy, for His great love
wherewith He loved us.” Ephesians 2:4. “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” Ephesians 2:13. “For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God: Not of works lest any man should boast.” Ephesians
2:8-9. God's workmanship. The Creator creates anew. God creates, or recreates, by the one
Divine baptism of Ephesians 4:5. By this baptism the believing sinners are taken out of Adam and
placed in Christ and identified with Him as the Head of the New Creation.

3. THE PRODUCT - “To the saints” - “Believing ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit.” Ephesians
1:13. “Ye were sometimes darkness, but now ye are light in the Lord.” Ephesians 5:8. “Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God, And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner Stone; In Whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto
an holy temple in the Lord: In Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through
the Spirit.” Ephesians 2:19-22.

“We are members of His Body.” Ephesians 5:30. We are alive. We are raised up with Christ. We
are seated with Him in the heavenlies. The Holy Spirit intends that the children of God should read
the Epistle to the Colossians with the Epistle to the Ephesians, for they give us very much the
same precious truth, but one is the complement and commentary of the other. Both of these
Epistles deal with alienation, reconciliation, and the new creation. In each of these Prison
Epistles of Paul we have the message of grace and glory. As to the future of grace and glory, note
Colossians 3:3-4 : “For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is our
life shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory.” Ephesians 2:7. “That in the ages to
come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus.” Thus we see something of God'’s eternity of grace.

PAUL'S DISTINCTIVE MINISTRY

Now let us read Colossians 1:20-21 : “And having made peace through the blood of His cross, by
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, | say, whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet
now hath He reconciled.” Note Paul’s words in Colossians 1:23, “Whereof | Paul am made a minis-
ter;” in Colossians 1:29, “Whereunto | labour, striving according to His working, which worketh in
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me mightily.”

Paul was neither conceited nor deluded. Paul was in earnest. He was truthful and sincere. The
risen Christ had given him a distinctive, unique ministry, something entirely different from any
program or ministry or message which he had committed to Peter and the Eleven. Paul, in his
Bible ministry, uses the first person pronoun more than one thousand times in speaking of himself.

According to Colossians 1:20-28, Paul was made a minister by Christ and was working and
striving by that Divine power within, to testify the gospel of the grace of God which he received
from Christ, to finish his course with joy, according to Acts 20:24; to make known the message of
reconciliation; to fill up that which was behind of the afflictions of Christ in His flesh, for His Body’s
sake, to fulfill (or complete) the Word of God with God’s secret, which God had never mentioned to
any prophet. priest, king or apostle until the glorified Christ made it known to this man Paul.

Perhaps you are saying, or thinking, “What strange language!” The language way seem strange.
but it has been in the Bible all these years; and the strange thing is, that people and pastors alike
have paid no attention to it. In fact. the majority of Christians do not know it is in the Bible. But note
in Colossians 1:23, Paul declares that the gospel was preached to every creature under heaven.
Then note the three verses that follow:

“WHO NOW REJOICE IN MY SUFFERINGS FOR YOU, AND FILL UP THAT WHICH IS BEHIND
OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST IN MY FLESH FOR HIS BODY’S SAKE, WHICH IS THE
CHURCH: WHEREOF | AM MADE A MINISTER ACCORDING TO THE DISPENSATION OF
GOD WHICH IS GIVEN TO ME FOR YOU, TO FULFIL THE WORD OF GOD: EVEN THE
MYSTERY WHICH HATH BEEN HID FROM AGES AND FROM GENERATIONS, BUT NOW IS
MADE MANIFEST TO HIS SAINTS.” Colossians 1:24-26.

What does this mean? Was not the suffering of Christ sufficient? In what sense did Paul
supplement the sufferings of Christ? Certainly not, for the sinner’'s redemption. “For Christ also
hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust that He, might bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but. quickened by the Spirit.” The Lord Jesus Christ settled the sin question on
the cross and then abolished death and entered into heaven, having obtained eternal redemption
for us. Hebrews 9:10.

We might ask also how we are to reconcile Paul's statements in 1 Corinthians 3:11 and 1
Corinthians 3:10. In 1 Corinthians 3:11, Paul declares that other foundation can no man lay than
that is laid which is Jesus Christ. But in 1 Corinthians 3:10 he says. “as a wise masterbuilder |
have laid the foundation . . . let us all take heed how we build together thereupon.” No spiritual
saint can faithfully study the Pauline Epistles and fail to observe that the Apostle Paul had a very
special and important part to play in announcing for God the casting away of Israel, which brought
the ministry of reconciliation for Gentiles, the beginning of the dispensation of the grace of God,
the proclamation of the unsearchable riches of Christ for Gentiles, the revelation and the proc-
lamation of the mystery of God’s will, His eternal predestinated purpose given in Christ before the
world began. All of these truths are related to the building up of the Joint-Body of Ephesians 3:6,
and they were revealed and proclaimed so that all might see the dispensation of the mystery.

Note very carefully this statement of Paul, in Colossians 1:25-26 : “Whereof | am made a minister,
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfill the Word of God: Even
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the Mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His
saints.” This special dispensation of God was given to this special apostle, who was not one of the
Twelve, for a very specific task, and a most important duty; namely, to complete the Word of God
with the mystery, with it Divine message and spiritual program concerning which all the preceding
ages and generations had been ignorant, as well as silent. When the Lord Jesus saved, and first
called Saul of Tarsus into service, He said, “I will shew him how great things he must suffer for My
name’s sake.” Acts 9:15. And what a sufferer he was! In his last Epistle he said, “according to MY
GOSPEL, wherein | suffer as an evil doer even unto bonds.” 2 Timothy 2:8-9. The Lord ordained
and willed that the capstone of Divine Truth, called “the Mystery”, should be added to prophecy,
and the fulfillment of prophecy, to complete the Word of God, with intense suffering on the part of
this chosen vessel. So the Lord restrained Paul from writing his Epistles which tell His secret in de-
tail, until he was suffering in the prison at Rome. But years before that, he had suffered intensely
for preaching the gospel of the uncircumcision to Gentiles. Note his sufferings in 2 Corinthians
11:22-28. Then after all this, read his testimony in 2 Corinthians 12:1-9, concerning his thorn in the
flesh, which came with the revelations from Christ. Paul mentioned the mystery in 1 Corinthians
2:6-7 and Romans 8:28-30, but not in detailed explanation.

Years before Paul reached the Roman prison, he told us Gentiles of his uncompromising bold
stand against the other apostles and disciples, “that the truth of the gospel might continue with
you.” Galatians 2:5. How he struggled, and laboured and fought and suffered to keep religious
men from covering up God’s grace message with religion. You try this today if you want to know
what a task it is. | wonder if Paul's sufferings are appreciated by us, or if we really understand or
appreciate the gospel of the grace of God, to say nothing of the dispensation of the Mystery. But
until our neat lesson, in our study of the Epistle to the Ephesians, just a few words about
alienation, reconciliation, and the new creation, as they are mentioned in Ephesians and
Colossians. We read in Ephesians 4:18 and in Colossians 1:21, that the children of Adam, who
were not the children of Abraham, were alienated from the life of God. But in Ephesians 2:13-18
and in Colossians 1:20-21, we learn that Jesus Christ made peace by the blood of His cross and
by this work God reconciled alienated Gentiles. The reconciled Gentiles were made new creatures
in Christ Jesus.
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Chapter 22

S.ACTS ... THE BOOK BETWEEN

ACTS ... THE BOOK BETWEEN “THIS IS THAT” The Book of Acts covers a period of about thirty
years; from the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, about 33 A.D., until after Paul’s arrival in Rome as
the prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ on earth, was a minister of the circumcision;
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Romans 15:8, Matthew 15:24. Paul was the
prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ for Gentiles. Ephesians 3:1. He was the Apostle to the Gentiles,
sent to them by Christ, with the Gospel of the glory of the blessed God? Galatians 1:11-13, 1
Timothy 1:11, 1 Timothy 2:7, 2 Timothy 1:11, Romans 11:13. The Book of Acts is the “Book
Between” the earthly ministry of the Son of God, which closed about 33 A. D., and those Epistles
of the Apostle Paul, written after he had reached Rome; Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, |
Timothy, Philemon, Titus and Il Timothy. Inasmuch as “The Mystery “ is mentioned twelve times in
those Epistles, we could refer to them as “The Mystery Epistles”, Ephesians, Philippians and
Colossians were written about 64 A.D. or about thirty-one years after the Lord Jesus had gone
back to heaven.

Let us then study the Book of Acts as the “Book Between” Matthew, Mark and Luke, on the one
side, and Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians, on the other side. It is interesting to note that the
Book of Matthew has twenty-eight chapters; and that the Book of Acts has twenty-eight chapters.
That the Book of Matthew is decidedly Jewish, no student of the Word of God will deny; but many
students of the Word of God will be surprised to know that the following words are found only 86
times in the Book of Matthew and just 250 times in the Book of Acts: Jews, Jerusalem, Sabbath,
Moses, Law, Temple, Synagogue, Israel. How Jewish, then, is the Book of Acts? In Matthew, Mark
and Luke, the Son of God was on earth. He was born King of the Jews; He entered Jerusalem on
the ass, as the King of Israel; He was crucified as King of the Jews. In Ephesians, Philippians and
Colossians, the Son of God is seated in the upper-heavenlies, as Head over all things to the
Church, which is His Body. Ephesians 1:19-22. Now the question, if the Lord Jesus is the King of
Israel in the first three Books and is the Head of the Body in the last three Books, just which of the
two is He in the “Book Between”? Is He both? That the Lord Jesus Christ, when an earth, offered
to Israel a Kingdom which was different from the Body of Christ described in Ephesians,
Philippians and Colossians, no intelligent student of the Word of God will deny. The character of
that Kingdom offered to Israel is described in the first chapter of Luke. Christ was born to take
David’s throne. Luke 1:28-33. Christ was coming to deliver the Nation Israel. Luke 1:67-77. In His
offer to establish His Kingdom in the midst of Israel, Christ was fulfilling the Word which God had
spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. Luke 1:70. Luke was also the
human author of the “Book Between”. Is it not significant that in the Book of Acts, Christ was raised
from the dead to take David’s throne? Acts 2:25-31. Was there not also in the Book of Acts God's
offer to Israel, upon the condition of repentance, to establish the same Kingdom, promised by all of
the holy prophets since the world began? Acts 3:21. Note the language of Luke 1:70 and Acts
3:21, and you must conclude that the same Israelitish Kingdom is referred to in both Scriptures.

Sermonindex.net | Page 105



Let us note three verses in the first three Books referred to; that is, one verse from Mark, one from
Matthew and one from Luke; all concerning the Kingdom of God, or Kingdom of Heaven.

Mark 1:15 Jesus said; “THE TIME IS FULFILLED”; “THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND".
Matthew 21:43 Jesus said; “THE KINGDOM OF GOD SHALL BE TAKEN FROM YOU".
Luke 21:31

Jesus said; “THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL BE AT HAND”. (When the Son of man shall return in
the clouds) Luke 21:27. The Kingdom was at hand; in fulfillment of the Scriptures. The Kingdom
was taken away; in fulfilment of the Scriptures. Matthew 21:42. The Kingdom of God will be at
hand; in fulfillment of the Scriptures. The Lord Jesus Christ went to the cross, died and was raised
the third day; in fulfillment of the Scriptures. Luke 24:25 and Luke 24:46. When Peter and the
Eleven preached concerning the two great events, on the day of Pentecost, the resurrection of
Christ and the advent of the Holy Spirit, they said that both events were in fulfillment of the
Scriptures; in fulfilment of prophecies that God had made concerning Israel’s Kingdom, by Joel
and David. Neither of these prophets had any word about the “The Mystery” of Ephesians,
Philippians and Colossians. But both of them had much to say about the Kingdom of Acts which
was the Kingdom of Matthew, Mark and Luke. So did Amos: Acts 15:13-18, Amos 9:11-15.

Concerning the advent of the Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecost, Peter and the Eleven said, “This
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” Acts 2:16. We can know the character of Joel's
message, if we will read just one verse: Joel 2:18. Joel referred to the same Kingdom of God that
Christ announced at hand; the same kingdom that Christ said would be taken away from Israel
and that would be given back to Israel when the Son of man shall return. Joel’s prophecy awaits
complete fulfillment. Joel had not one word to say about the Body of Christ. Neither did any one of
the holy prophets, who had spoken since the world began, refer to the Body of Christ. Concerning
the “Body” message of Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians, it could not be said, “this is that”
which was spoken by Joel, Isaiah, Daniel, David, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Malachi, Jeremiah, Amos,
Micah, or any other Old Testament prophet. We are so instructed in Ephesians 3:5-9 and
Colossians 1:24-27. But all of them spoke of the Kingdom of Matthew, Mark and Luke and of the
same Kingdom referred to in Acts 3:19-21. Read carefully Acts 3:24 concerning “these days”.
“These days” of Acts 3:19-25 differ from “these days” of Ephesians 2:11-17. When the Lord Jesus
proclaimed His Kingdom in Mark 1:15, “the Kingdom of God is at hand,” He said, “the time is
fulfilled.” He could have well said; “This is That” which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” Joel
2:15-18. He could have said, “this is that” which was spoken by lsaiah; in Isaiah 62:1-4, or in
Isaiah 35:3-6. He could have said; “this is that” which was spoken by Zechariah, Daniel, David,
Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Micah, Amos, and so on. When the Son of man shall return in power and great
glory to restore again the Kingdom to Israel, He can and will say: “this is that” which was spoken
by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world began; for the same Kingdom that Christ
proclaimed at hand shall then be at hand. This includes the prophets to whom Peter referred in the
Book of Acts; Joel, David, Amos, (Acts 15:14-18), Moses, Samuel and all the prophets (Acts 3:22;
Acts 3:24 and Acts 10:43).

It is of interest to note that there are about thirty-five quotations from Israel’s Scriptures in the Book
of Matthew, and about twenty-five quotations from Israel’s Scriptures in the Book of Acts. The Old
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Testament prophecies are quoted in both Matthew and Acts. Surely they were Kingdom messages
and not messages referring to the Body of Christ, which was “The Mystery” not made known to the
sons of men in other ages. Ephesians 3:5. Colossians 1:25-26. Ephesians 3:9.

According to Matthew 4:17, the Lord said; “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” In Mark 1:15, we
read; “the Kingdom of God is at hand.” The Kingdom of Heaven of Matthew at hand and the
Kingdom of God of Mark and Luke at hand were identical. The Kingdom of Heaven, or the
Kingdom of God, foretold by Israel’s prophets, was at hand, because the King was at hand. Every
where the Kingdom message was for the Nation Israel, and the message was accompanied by
Kingdom signs. When John the Baptist sent word to know if Jesus was the One to come, the Lord
sent word to John, that the healing miracles of Isaiah 35:4-5 were being performed by Him;
therefore, He was Israel’'s God, Messiah and King, promised in Isaiah 35:1-4. When the Lord
Jesus sent forth His twelve apostles to preach saying, “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”, He
said; “Heal the sick, Cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, etc.” Matthew 10:7-8. They went
preaching the Gospel and healing everywhere. Luke 9:6. What Gospel were they preaching? The
Gospel of the Kingdom. Matthew 4:23, Matthew 9:35, Matthew 24:14, and Mark 1:14. Included in
the Lord’'s Kingdom program was not only the Kingdom signs, but the Kingdom parables, the
Kingdom prayer, given to the Kingdom Nation. The instructions of the Lord to His apostles were:
“Go not into the way of the Gentiles; go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Matthew 10:5-6,
Matthew 15:24. When the Lord shall come as the Son of man and establish His Kingdom on earth,
the Twelve are to sit on twelve thrones and judge the Twelve Tribes of Israel. Matthew 19:28. For
some reason, God instructed the Twelve to limit their ministry to the circumcision, after the
conversion of Cornelius. Galatians 2:7-9.

All Premillennialists are agreed that the Kingdom of God was offered to Israel; that the Kingdom of
God was taken away from Israel; and that the Kingdom of God shall yet be given to Israel. They
are agreed that while the Kingdom is in abeyance the Body of Christ is being completed. They are
agreed that, “All Israel shall be saved”. Romans 11:25-26. They are agreed that the redeemed
Nation shall yet have peaceful possession of their land under the reign of the true King David, in
fulfillment of the Abrahamic, Davidic and the New Covenants; because the gifts and calling of God
are without repentance. Romans 11:25-31. But the Premillennialists are by no means agreed as to
just when the Kingdom of God was taken away from the Nation Israel. But they are agreed that the
Body of Christ began historically after the death of Christ. Some say that the Kingdom of God was
taken away from Israel, when the Lord Jesus pronounced that awful judgment upon that Nation, as
recorded in Matthew 23:31-39 : “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers”, “Your house is left unto you
desolate”. Others say that the Kingdom offer was not withdrawn until after Stephen saw the Son of
man standing at the right hand of God and Peter was sent to Cornelius: Acts 7:54-56, Acts
10:34-46. Others say that the Kingdom of God was not taken from Israel until that Nation was set
aside by the Lord after the words of rejection and judgment pronounced by the Apostle Paul, in
Acts 28:25-28.

It is because of this division of opinion that we ask the question; is the Lord Jesus Christ, in the
Book of Acts, in the “Book Between”, the King of Israel or is He, in that Book, the Head of the
Church, which is His Body? Of course, this is equivalent to asking, “Is the Church of God to which
the three thousand were added on the day of Pentecost the same Church mentioned in
Ephesians, the Body of Christ?” Or again this question; “Did the Church, which is His Body, begin
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historically on the day of Pentecost?” We know that we have no Scripture stating specifically that
the Body of Christ did begin on the day of Pentecost; neither is there any Scripture stating that that
Body did not begin on the day of Pentecost. We must study the scriptures diligently, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to answer this question, rather than follow some man’s interpretation or
accept the creeds of Historic Christianity. We seem to be agreed that Israel's seventh-day
Sabbath is no longer binding on members of the Body of Christ. We learn that truth by the study of
several Scriptures, in not one of which is the definite statement made that the member of the Body
of Christ should regard the first day of the week, as a sanctified day, instead of the seventh day,
which was given to Israel. Surely Sabbath-keeping, anointing with oil, signs and ceremonies
continued to be practiced by Israelitish believers during the Acts period; and then for some reason
they ceased to be God's order for the members of the Body of Christ. We should be able to give
an intelligent Scriptural explanation for their cessation, in accordance with 2 Timothy 2:15. We
should be able to give an intelligent Scriptural explanation as to why the Body of Christ did or did
not begin on the day of Pentecost. We should not believe it, simply because some leading Bible
teacher has so declared. If it is not stated in any chapter of the Book of Acts that the risen Lord is
the King of Israel and if it is not stated in that Book, that He is the Head of that Church which is His
Body, how can we answer the question? In Mark 16:14-18 we find recorded the instructions given
to Peter and the other apostles by the risen Lord. They were to go preach the Gospel. “He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” Certain signs were to follow them that believe. The
Eleven went out preaching the Gospel that was given to them; and “signs following.” Mark 16:20.
Kingdom signs continued. Were they preaching the Gospel of the glory of the blessed God. to
which Paul referred in 1 Timothy 1:11? In 1 Timothy 5:23, the Apostle Paul told that faithful saint to
take a physical remedy for his physical disease. Therefore, Kingdom signs were not following the
Gospel message which Timothy was preaching. The signs of Mark 16:17-18 followed Paul up to
Acts 28:28. The signs of Mark 16:17-18 are not following the preaching of the Gospel by anyone
today. Neither do Grace preachers preach, “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” A
radical change has taken place since the days of Mark 16:14-18. Is the change only in the signs,
or in the Message? Should the servant of the Lord today preach what Peter and the Eleven
preached to Israel on the day of Pentecost, or what Peter preached eight years later to Cornelius?
What messenger of the Grace of God is today preaching, with the approval of God, “repent and be
baptized for the remission of sins?” What such messenger is preaching to individual Gentiles
today what Peter preached to the Nation Israel, in Acts 3:19-26? Peter preached to Israel and to
Cornelius concerning Jesus of Nazareth in the land of Israel. Acts 2:22. Acts 10:36-40 To be sure,
in all of these messages there was the element of grace; but Israel's Kingdom was in view and
saved Israelites continued with an Israelitish religious program throughout the “Acts” period. The
“Book Between” is a book of signs, miracles and supernatural visitations. Should we, or should we
not, earnestly endeavor to recover for the church today the signs, ceremonies and visions of the
“Book Between”? Does the “Sign” program of the Book of Acts correspond with the “Sign” program
of Matthew, Mark and Luke, or with the “Signless” message of Ephesians, Philippians and
Colossians?

After God has accomplished His purpose in this age. “to make of the twain One New Man,”
(Ephesians 2:15), the Son of man will return in the clouds in power and great glory, and then, for
Israel, the Kingdom of God will be at hand. Luke 21:27-31. Then the Son of man will sit as a King
on the throne of His glory. Matthew 25:31-35. He will be Wonderful, Mighty God, Prince of Peace,
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on David’s throne. Isaiah 9:6-7. In the meantime the Lord Jesus is seated in the upper-heavenlies
far above principality and power; and the members of the Church which is His Body are seated
with Him in the upper-heavenlies; not blessed with millennium Kingdom blessings, but with all
spiritual blessings in the upper-heavenlies. Ephesians 2:5-6. Ephesians 1:3. In Acts 7:54-58, the
Lord Jesus is seen as the “standing” Son of man. He is not the Son of man to the Church which is
His Body, but in His Kingdom dealings with Israel, that Nation Stephen was addressing in the
seventh chapter of Acts. Then the question; “In Acts 7:54-58, was the Lord Jesus seated in the
upper-heavenlies as Head of the Church which is His Body, as He was in Ephesians 1:19-22, and
as He is now? In Matthew, Mark and Luke there was one baptism, baptism for Israel unto
repentance for the remission of sins; water baptism that Christ might be made manifest unto Israel.
John 1:31. In Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians there was one baptism; that baptism by
which the believer is identified with Christ in His death, burial, resurrection and heavenly seat. That
is not water. In the “Book Between” there were two baptisms, water and Holy Spirit.

Why is it that true messengers of the Grace of God prefer to turn to the messages of Paul for the
Gospel rather than go to Matthew, Mark and Luke? Because in those three Books we do not find
the clear, unmixed Gospel of Grace for Gentiles, but rather Grace mixed with the Gospel of the
Kingdom. We prefer to leave the “strive to enter in”, or “he that endureth to the end shall be
saved”, or “bring forth fruit meet for repentance”, or “they take the kingdom by violence”, or “if thy
right hand offend you cut it off” (all of which were the Lord’s messages to Israel) and go on to the
unmixed messages of Grace in Romans 3:24-28, or in Ephesians 2:8-9, or in Titus 3:5-6 : “Being
justified (declared righteous) without a cause by God’s Grace, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus”; “By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should boast”; “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy, He saved us”. As the Gospel of the Kingdom was a message different
from Paul’'s unmixed Gospel of Grace, so did the messages of Peter and his associates, in the
Book of Acts, differ from these pure Grace messages The message of Peter on the day of
Pentecost, Acts 2:38, differed very much from Paul's Grace of Christ Message to the Gentiles.
What Gospel preacher today would preach to Gentiles the Message of Repentance and
Restitution that Peter preached to Israel, according to Acts 3:19-21? There was much grace in that
message. but it was not the Message of Reconciliation which the risen Lord later committed to
Paul. Peter preached to Cornelius, “In every nation he that feareth God and worketh righteousness
is accepted of Him”. Acts 10:35-36. Compare this with Titus 3:5-6; Ephesians 2:8-9. What Gospel
preacher of today would follow the order of Philip’s ministry in the City of Samaria, recorded in
Acts 8:5-15? Not one. It is agreed by all dispensational students of the Word of God, who preach
the Gospel of Grace, that the order of Acts 19:3-12, in the year 54 A.D., is not God’s order for
today among the members of the Body of Christ.

Paul declared that he persecuted the Church of God. Galatians 1:13. There is no Scriptural proof
that that Church of God began on the day of Pentecost. It was the Pentecost Church of God that
he persecuted, and it either began on that day or before that day. There were no Gentiles in the
Church of God which Paul persecuted, except the proselytes referred to in Acts 2:10. The first
company of Gentiles to be brought in was the household of Cornelius. Acts 11:18. Up to that year,
about 41 A.D., it was unlawful for the Jewish apostles to go to a Gentile. Acts 10:28.
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Concerning this company of Gentiles, who were granted repentance unto life, Peter afterward
said, “God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the
gospel and believe.” Acts 15:17. The Lord’s permission for Peter to preach to the Gentiles came
with the vision of the sheet let down three times. Acts 10:8-18. In the light of the so-called Great
Commission given to the Eleven, in which they were to disciple all nations, it is difficult to
understand several facts; first, why was the housetop vision necessary to authorize Peter to
preach to one family of religious, Godfearing Gentiles; second, why was it that it was by Peter’s
mouth, rather than by the mouths of all of the Eleven commissioned in Matthew 28:19-20, that the
Gentiles were to hear the word of the gospel; third, why was it that after Peter’s declaration in Acts
15:7 he was instructed to confine his ministry to the circumcision. then his name dropped from the
Book of Acts and the responsibility of evangelizing the Gentiles was given exclusively to Paul and
his associates? Galatians 2:7-9. This also leads us to ask why Paul declared that the Gentiles
received mercy because of Israel's unbelief (Romans 11:30 and Romans 11:11 and Acts 13:46)
instead of because of the terms of the so-called Great Commission? When Peter declared that
God had made choice that by his mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and
believe, James added these words: “Simeon hath declared how for the first time God did visit the
Gentiles, to take out of them a people for His Name.” Acts 15:13. And the next verse: “To this
agree the words of the prophets.” Or, “this is that which was spoken by Amos.” Acts 15:14-17.
Amos 9:11-15. And even in his Epistle to the Romans Paul declared Gentile salvation, during the
Acts period, was in fulfillment of Isaiah’s Kingdom prophecy. Read carefully Romans 15:10-14.

Now it is of interest to study the declaration of Simeon and James, concerning the Gentile
salvation, the outgathering from the nations, in fulfillment of Amos’ prophecy, and the Gentile
salvation, in fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy, in the light of Ephesians 3:5-6 and Ephesians 3:9. In
Ephesians 3:9, the Apostle Paul declared that the risen Lord instructed him to proclaim the
unsearchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles. The word “unsearchable” means “untraceable”,
or “not to be tracked”. That message to which Paul was referring in Ephesians 3:9 was somewhat
different from the message to which he referred in Romans 15:10-14, because that “Romans”
message was traceable; it could be tracked through Isaiah. In Ephesians 3:6 the Apostle Paul
mentioned Gentile salvation in a joint-Body; the Gentile jointheirs. He declared, in Ephesians 3:5,
that this particular Gentile salvation and Position in the Body of Christ was not made known to the
sons of men in other ages; in other words, “this is not that” to which Peter referred in Acts 2:16, in
Acts 3:19-26. in Acts 10:43 and in Acts 15:13-17. The mystery among the Gentiles, “Christ in you
the hope of glory,” was not made known to other generations. Colossians 1:25-27. The
“Ephesians” and “Colossians” Body truth was unknown to all of Israel's Prophets and was not the
message of the Twelve to Israel before the death of Christ, or during the “Acts” period. For this
reason it is called “The Mystery” or “The Secret.” Paul received it by revelation. Ephesians 3:3. If
the Church of God, which Paul persecuted, was the subject of prophecy and the Ephesians
“Church which is His Body” was not the subject of prophecy, were they not different Churches?
Ephesians 1:19-22 and Ephesians 2:5-6.

If Pentecost was the birthday of the Church which is His Body, surely that was the ideal Church for
this age. Then the message and program of that Church must be considered the ideal message
and program for the present-day Church; and we should join with the modern Pentecostal Church
in their determination to recover for twentieth-century saints and sinners the message, program
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and order of Acts 2:38, Acts 3:19-26, Acts 8:5-15, and Acts 19:3-12. But the fact is that most
Fundamentalist Grace preachers know that that first message and program of the Twelve is not
God'’s order for today. Ask one of them why he does not preach Mark 16:16 or Acts 2:38? The
Pentecost Church must not be the Body of Christ.

Let us summarize, in closing: “The Kingdom of God is at hand.” Mark 1:15, “This is that”. “The
Kingdom of God shall be taken from you.” Matthew 21:43. “This is that”. “The Kingdom of God
shall be at hand.” Luke 21:31. “This is that.” This Kingdom was promised by the mouth of all the
holy prophets since the world began. Luke 1:70. Matthew 25:31-35 : “When the day of Pentecost
was fully come,” “This is that” which was spoken by “Joel.” Acts 2:1 and Acts 2:16. “Repent (Israel)
and God will send Jesus Christ.” “This is that spoken by Moses, Samuel and all the prophets since
the world began.” Acts 3:19-25. Send Jesus Christ to bring about the restitution of all things. “ . .
God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name:” Acts 15:14. “This
is that” which was spoken by Amos and others.

Then Ephesians 3:1-11 : “This is not that”. In Colossians 1:24-27, “this is not that”. Is Christ the
Head of the Church which is His Body in the “Book Between"? If so, with what chapter did this
Headship begin? Why did God permit Israel's Jerusalem temple to stand and let them continue
their religious activities and ceremonies in that temple during the years covered by the “Book
Between"? Why did He instruct Paul to become a Jew to the Jews during those years? Why in the
“Book Between” was God'’s order “to the Jew first”? Acts 3:26, Acts 13:46, Acts 18:6. Was Israel’s
house left desolate with Matthew 23:31-39 or thirty years later with Acts 28:25-28? The Nation was
not set aside until Romans 11:25 and Acts 28:28.
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Chapter 23

S. ADAM

ADAM By Pastor John C. O’Hair INNOCENCE - CONSCIENCE In the image of God, in a sinless
state, the first man dwelt in unbroken fellowship with God, His Maker in the Garden of Eden. The
covenant is set forth in Genesis 1:26-28. Adam became disobedient unto death, believed the lie
and was condemned, was driven from the Garden, in a state of sin, under the sentence of death.
Admittedly a great change. A complete change, under entirely new conditions. “Under the curse,”
with the promise of the coming Redeemer, Adam found himself, where we should find him, under
a new dispensation, and deprived of his rights under the first covenant. But God entered into a
new-covenant. Adam was not an Old Covenant or Old Testament character. As to whether or not
Adam was a saved man may be a debatable question. But under that same covenant, in which
there was the offer of righteousness by faith, without religion, Abel was saved. Seth was saved.
Enoch was saved. Enoch was a prophet, and foretold, the coming of Christ with His saints in
judgment. Jude 1:14.
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Chapter 24

S. ADAM - ABEL - SETH - ENOCH- NOAH

ADAM - ABEL - SETH - ENOCH- NOAH

Every member of the human race has come from Adam and from Noah. Adam was the only man
created in the image of God. The Lord Jesus, of course was the effulgence of His glory, and the
express image of His person. But we are referring to all other men. Adam was not born as a baby,
but God created him as a man. Genesis 1:26-28.

Noah and his family were saved in the ark. At that time all other human beings were destroyed in
the flood. Genesis 7:1 and Genesis 7:21.

Concerning Adam and Eve, we read in Genesis 5:4 that sons and daughters were born unto them.
But we mention three sons of Adam - CAIN - ABEL - AND SETH In Hebrews 11:4 we read
concerning Abel - "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which
he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and by it he being dead yet
speaketh.” In 1 John 3:12 we read concerning Cain - "Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one,
and slew his brother, And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his
brother’s righteous.”

Note Jude 1:11 concerning apostate preachers who go in the way of Cain. Cain rejected salvation
by blood.

Thus we see that the first man born of woman murdered his brother. There are other lessons in
the story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4:1-8 and Genesis 4:16-17.

“And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, | have gotten a man
from the Lord. And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain
was a tiller of the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of
the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of
the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his
offering He had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. And the Lord said
unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou
not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire,
and thou shalt rule over him. And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they
were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.”

“And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of
Eden. And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch; and he builded a city, and
called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.”

Cain and Abel were under “the law of sin and death.” Genesis 2:17. Romans 8:2. Cain was
self-righteous and sought deliverance from sin and death by the works of his own hands.
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It is interesting to read, in this connection, Romans 10:1-3 - “Brethren, my heart’s desire and
prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. For | bear them record that they have a zeal
of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God.”

Abel submitted himself unto the righteousness of God. He acknowledged that his own
righteousness was not acceptable to God. He knew that “without faith it is impossible to please
God” (Hebrews 11:6) ; and “they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” (Romans 8:8).

Abel’s offering prefigured the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, “the Lamb of God which
beareth away the sin of the world.” John 1:29.

Note 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Romans 3:24. “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” “Being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Abel, being dead yet speaketh; or is yet spoken of.
The Evangelical Christians are today opposed by the so-called Liberals or Modernists in the
evangelical denominations. The Evangelicals teach salvation by the blood of the Son of God,
justification by faith, and by grace. The Liberals teach salvation by character and conduct, without
the shedding of blood. That controversy was settled by God in favor of the Evangelicals in His
acceptance and rejection of Abel and Cain, and is dogmatically and clearly shown all through the
Bible.

SETH THE SUBSTITUTE

“And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth; for God, said she,
hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And to Seth, to him also there
was born a son; and he called his name Enos; then began men to call upon the name of the Lord.”
Genesis 4:25-26.

“And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image;
and called his name Seth; And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred
years; and be begat sons and daughters. “ Genesis 5:3-4.

Seth begat Enos, Enos begat Cainan. Note in Genesis 5:1-32 - Adam -. Seth - Enos - Cainan -
Mahalaleel - Jared - Enoch - Methuselah - Lamech - Noah.

NOTE THE RECORD OF ENOCH

“And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundreds years, and begat sons
and daughters; And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” Genesis 5:22-24. By faith Enoch was
translated and by faith Enoch pleased God. Hebrews 11:5. “And Enoch also, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints.”
Jude 1:14.

Enoch was the father of Methuselah. Methuselah was the oldest man who ever lived on this earth.
He died at the age of 969 years. (Genesis 5:27.) ENOCH - METHUSELAH - NOAH
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Methuselah was Enoch’s son and Noah’s grandfather. Noah was 600 years old when God
destroyed the world with the flood. (Genesis 7:6.) As we study the fifth chapter of Genesis we
learn that the flood was on the earth the year 1656 A. H. (year of man), or about 2344 B. C. So the
flood was on the earth about 4284 years ago. This was the year that Methuselah died.

“And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.” 2 Peter 2:5.

“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to
the saving of his house, by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteous-
ness which is by faith.” Hebrews 11:7.

“As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. They did eat, they
drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
and the flood came, and destroyed them all.” Luke 17:26-27.

Note the moral condition of the human race when Noah was called into the ark. “And God saw that
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.” Genesis 6:5.

Note concerning Noah'’s sons. “And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and
Ham, and Japheth; and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are the three sons of Noah: and of
them was the whole earth overspread. “ Genesis 9:18-19.

“And Noah was five hundred years old; and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. “ Genesis 5:32.

“These are the generations of Shem; Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxed two
years after the flood.” Genesis 11:10.

NOAH AFTER THE FLOOD

“And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.” And all of the days of Noah were
nine hundred and fifty years, and he died.” Genesis 9:28-29. By carefully studying Genesis 5:1-32
we learn that the flood was upon the earth 1656 A.H., the year of man. That was about 2344 B.C.
Noah died about 1994 B.C. Abraham was born about 1990 B.C. Shem died about 1840 B.C.
Genesis 11:10-11. Abraham died about 1817 B.C.Genesis 25:7.

God called Abraham 430 years before He gave the ten commandments to Israel, by Moses.
Galatians 3:16-19. The covenant that God made with Israel at Sinai by Moses is called now, “the
Old Covenant”, “the Old Testament”. Moses received the law, the Covenant, from the Lord
between 1490 B.C. and 1500 B.C. Thus we see that none of those men of God who lived before
the flood were Old Testament saints. Abraham died more than 300 years before God entered into
the (Old) Covenant with Israel. Abraham did not live under the Old Testament. Not one word
concerning the Old Covenant or Old Testament is recorded in Genesis. The record of the giving of
the (Old) Covenant is in Exodus 20:1-26,

Also we learn that Abel, Seth, Enoch and Noah were neither Jews nor Israelites, except as they
prevailed with God - Jacob’s name was changed to Israel several centuries after the flood.
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Chapter 25

S. ADAM - NOAH - ABRAHAM - PAUL

ADAM - NOAH - ABRAHAM - PAUL With Adam God began the human race. With Noah God
began the human race anew. With Abraham God began the Jewish race. With Paul God began
“the dispensation of the grace of God” for Gentiles. Ephesians 3:1-3.

Let us compare what God said to Adam with what He said to Noah.

“SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, IN THE IMAGE OF GOD CREATED HE HIM,;
MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM. AND GOD BLESSED THEM, AND GOD SAID UNTO
THEM, BE FRUITFUL, AND MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE EARTH, AND SUBDUE IT; AND
HAVE DOMINION OVER THE FISH OF THE SEA, AND OVER THE FOWL OF THE AIR, AND
OVER EVERY LIVING THING THAT MOVETH UPON THE EARTH. AND GOD SAID, BEHOLD, |
HAVE GIVEN YOU EVERY HERB BEARING SEED, WHICH IS UPON THE FACE OF ALL THE
EARTH, AND EVERY TREE, IN THE WHICH IS THE FRUIT OF A TREE YIELDING SEED; TO
YOU IT SHALL BE FOR MEAT.” Genesis 1:27-29.

“AND GOD BLESSED NOAH, AND HIS SONS, AND SAID UNTO THEM BE FRUITFUL, AND
MULTIPLY, AND REPLENISH THE EARTH. AND THE FEAR OF YOU AND THE DREAD OF
YOU SHALL BE UPON EVERY BEAST OF THE EARTH, AND UPON EVERY FOWL OF THE
AIR, UPON ALL THAT MOVETH UPON THE EARTH, AND UPON ALL THE FISHES OF THE
SEA; INTO YOUR HAND ARE THEY DELIVERED. EVERY MOVING THING THAT LIVETH
SHALL BE MEAT FOR YOU; EVEN AS THE GREEN HERB HAVE | GIVEN YOU ALL THINGS.”
Genesis 9:1-3.

God very definitely began things with Adam. Adam was given headship by God. Satan appeared
on the scene. The serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty. 2 Corinthians 11:3. Adam sinned with
Eve. Note the Divine judgment “And unto Adam He said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which | commanded thee, saying thou shalt not eat
of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns
also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field.” Genesis
3:17-18.

What happened?

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 5:12. With Adam sin began. The first man born of
woman (Cain) was of the devil and murdered his brother. 1 John 3:12. After sixteen centuries,
what was the condition of the human race?

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the Lord that He had made man
on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart. And the Lord said, | will destroy man whom | have
created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of
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the air; for it repenteth Me that | have made them. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”
Genesis 6:5-8.

Note then what God did:

“And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.” 2 Peter 2:5.

“And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because
of the waters of the flood.” Genesis 7:7.

“And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and
cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven, and they were destroyed from the
earth; and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.” Genesis 7:23.

God began anew with Noah and his family. But then note what happened to the human race within
a few centuries.

“And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech:” Genesis 11:1.

“And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin
to do; and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us
go down, and there confound their language; that they may not understand one another’s speech.
So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth; and they left off to
build the city.” Genesis 11:6-8.

“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” Romans 1:22.

“And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not convenient;, Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit,
malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of euvil
things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things
are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.” Romans
1:28-32.

They became alienated and enemies by wicked works. Colossians 1:21. They were alienated from
the life of God. Ephesians 4:18.

ABRAM CALLED

Out of the human wreck God called a man who lived in Ur of the Chaldees. His name was Abram.
With Abram God began a new movement for the human race. God said to Abram,

“And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing: And | will bless them that bless thee, And curse him that curseth thee; and in
thee shall fall families of the earth be blessed.” Genesis 12:2-3.

Then God gave to Abram the covenant of circumcision. Acts 7:8 - Genesis 17:10-17. Then Isaac
was born. From Isaac came Jacob (Israel) and his twelve sons, the nation Israel.
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“But thou, Israel, art My servant, Jacob whom | have chosen, the seed of Abraham My friend.”
Isaiah 41:8.

“But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He that formed thee, O Israel, Fear
not; for | have redeemed thee, | have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.” Isaiah 43:1.

“I am the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.” Isaiah 43:15.

“Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art My servant: | have formed thee; Thou art My
servant; O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of Me.” Isaiah 44:21.

“For Jacob My servant’'s sake, and Israel Mine elect, | have even called thee by thy name; | have
surnamed thee, though thou hast not known Me.” Isaiah 45:4.

“In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.” Isaiah 45:25.

God declared in Isaiah 43:7 that Israel was created for His glory. Then we read in Luke 2:32 that
Jesus Christ was the glory of Israel.

Note carefully Romans 9:4-5.

“Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption and the glory, and the covenants, and the
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; Whose are the fathers, and of whom
as concerning the flesh Christ came, Who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.”

Something new very definitely began with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The rest of the human race
was cut off. They became aliens from the commonwealth of Israel. Ephesians 2:12. They were
alienated from the life of God.

ISRAEL IN THE SCRIPTURES The first eleven chapters of Genesis deal with the human race
from Adam to Abram, 2083 years. The remaining 39 chapters of the first Book of the Bible and all
of the other thirty-eight Books, from Genesis to Malachi, deal with the one people, Israel, the
children of Abraham; and only such other nations and individuals as had dealings, during those
centuries, with Israel. This is likewise true concerning the contents of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. In this connection note Romans 15:8, Matthew 15:24 and John 1:11.

“Now | say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the
promises made unto the fathers.”

“He answered and said, | am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
“ He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.”

We quoted Romans 9:5 concerning Christ and Israel, “of whom 