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On the Differences in the Expressions in the Gospels and their Meanings

On the Differences in the Expressions in the Gospels and their Meanings, also by Yaḥyā ibn ʿAdī

[Translated by Sam Noble]

"Difference" is used in various ways. One way is to mean a contradiction, as when a speaker says something and its opposite which contradicts it. This is like when someone recounts something and also recounts its opposite, which undermines it. This is impossible in the books of God, on account of the infallibility of those who recount them. "Difference" also has another meaning, as when someone reports about something that no one else reports. In reality, this is not called a difference because one person may say one thing and another something else but these two things are not called different. "Difference" is used in another way, which is a difference in names but not in meanings, as when we say "rock" and "stone". When the Spirit of the Paraclete rested on the disciples and they were made infallible with the infallibility with which we are made secure from mistakes and errors, the writers of the gospels only wrote them at the times when necessity called for writing, each one of them writing what is useful from what he saw by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Do you not see the Evangelist Luke mention that the reason that he wrote his gospel was that many people had written stories and reports about Christ but that their stories were not satisfactory for him, as when he says "As for me, I write to you O Theophilus, what I have taken from those who saw with their eyes and witnessed"?[1] If each of the evangelists brought something that the others did not bring, this is not a difference, as we have explained it according to the types of differences. Rather, in this is keen wisdom and one of the great graces of God, because if the expressions and meanings and language of the gospels were the same, then it would be possible for one to accuse the evangelists of collusion in writing them and spreading them through the world, as those who oppose us among the sects claim.

في اختلاف لفظ الاناجيل ومعانيها من الشيخ يحيى بن عدي ايضاَ الاختلاف يُقال على ضروب: فضرب منها المناقضة وهو أن يقول القائل بشيء وخلافه مما ينقضه كمخبر يخبر بشيء ويخبر بخلافه مما يُفسده فهذا منفي عن كتب الله عز وجل لثبوت الدلالة على عصمة المخبرين بها ، ويُقال الخلاف على ضرب آخر كمخبر خّبر بشيئ ولم يخبر به غيره وهذا لا يُسمى خلافاً بالحقيقة لأنه قد يقول الانسان قولاً ويقول غيره قولاً آخر فلا يُسمّى هذان مختلفين ، ويُقال الاختلاف على ضرب آخر وهو كاختلاف الاسماء دون المعاني كقولنا حجر وفهر. ولما حلّ روح البارقليط على التلاميذ وعُصموا العصمة التي نؤمّن بعدها من الزلل والخطاء وكان كتبة الاناجيل انما <26> كتبوها في اوقات دعت الحاجة الى كتبها كتب كلُّ واحد منهم ما رآه بما فيه الصلاح بالهام الروح القدس ، ألا ترى الى لوقا البشير أنه قد ذكر أن العلة في كتبه الانجيل أن قوماً كثيراً كتبوا اقاصيص واخباراً من اخبار المسيح وقصصه ليست مرضية عنده لقوله: "فأما انا فاني اكتب اليك يا تاوفيلا بما اخذته ممّن عاين وشاهد"[2] واذا كان كل واحد من المبشّرين قد أتى بما لم يـأتِ به الآخر فلا يُسمى خلافاً على ما بيّنا من ضروب الخلاف ، وفي هذا حكمة بالغة ولطف من الطاف الله العظيمة[3] لأنه لو جاءت الاناجيل متفقة الفاظها ومعانيها ولغتها لجاز المدّعِ أن يدّعي أنهم تواطؤا على كتبها وبثّها في العالم كما يزعم من خالفنا من اهل المذاهب.

[1] Luke 1:3 [2]انجيل لوقا 3:1 [3]في الاصل: "عظيمة"



https://www.sermonindex.net/fathers/yahya-ibn-adi-on-the-differences-in-the-expressions-in-the-gospels-and/


