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(Cross of Christ) 3. THE BRAND OF THE
CROSS

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"From henceforth let no man trouble me: for | bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus" (Gal. 6:17)

The word marks in this text is translated by Rotherham, "brand marks." The world describes a mark that
has been branded into the flesh, and suggests the idea of the cruel practice of certain nations in branding
political offenders in the face with a badge of dishonor which never could be erased. The Greek word
literally means "a stigma,"” and suggests a mark of reproach and shame. The apostle says that he bears in
his body to branded scar which identifies him with Christ and His cross.

The kind of mark which he refers to is made plain by the verse almost immediately preceding, "God forbid
that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and
| unto the world" (Gal. 6:14). It is the cross of Christ which is the object at once of His shame and His glory.
Let us look first at the marks of the Lord Jesus, and then at their reproduction in His followers.

The Cross Marks of Christ

He was always overshadowed by the cross which at last He bore on Calvary. His life was a life of
humiliation and suffering from the manger to the tomb.

His birth was under a shadow of dishonor and shame. The shadow that fell upon the virgin mother could
not be removed from her child, and even to this day only faith in a supernatural incarnation can explain
away that reproach.

His childhood was overshadowed by sorrow. Soon after His birth, He was pursued by Herod with
relentless hate. He spent His early childhood as an exile in the eland of Egypt, which had always been
associated in the history of His people as the house of bondage.

His early manhood was spent in toil and poverty and He was known all His later life as "the carpenter\
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