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(Power from on High) 22. GOD
by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"The Spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy." James 4: 5. In the marginal reading of the Revised Version,
we find this verse translated: "The Spirit that He hath made to dwell in us yearneth over us unto envy." A
still more happy rendering is, "The Holy Spirit, that dwelleth in us, loveth us to jealousy."

This is a little gem in a mass of rocks, a little flower in a wilderness, a little bit of poetry and sacred
sentiment embosomed in the great epistle of common sense. One would almost as readily expect to see a
rose in a wilderness or a blossom on a glacier, as to find this exquisite little bit of sentiment in the epistle of
the most practical of all the apostles.

For James has really struck the keynote of the entire system of revelation. This is the golden thread that
runs through the whole Bible, from the bridal of Eve to the Marriage of the Lamb. The love life of the Lord
-- this is the romance of the Bible, and the golden chain of Revelation.

The story of Rebekah is a kind of idyl, setting forth the whole idea in her romantic wooing and wedding.
Just as Abraham sent his trusted servant to bring a bride for Isaac, and just as old Eliezer faithfully
discharged that trust, finding, wooing, and then bringing home the beautiful Rebekah, and at last
presenting her to the arms of Isaac, waiting for her in the eventide; so the Holy Ghost has been sent by the
Father to call from this sinful world a Bride for His beloved Son, and, having called her, to bring her home,
to educate her, to robe her, and gradually to prepare her for her glorious meeting with her Lord, in that
sublime event which is to be the consummation of the age -- the Marriage of the lamb.

Now, the Holy Spirit is represented in this passage as loving us to jealousy, and holding us sacredly to our
blessed Bridegroom and Lord. In the context we read about the friendship of the world and the sin of
adultery. The true reading of this passage, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses," is simply, "ye adulteresses."
It is wholly in the feminine gender. He is not speaking about the earthly marriage bond, but about the
fidelity of the Bride of the Lamb to her heavenly Lord. The Church is represented throughout the Scriptures
as a wife, and the sin of unfaithfulness to Christ as spiritual adultery. Therefore, it is the adulteress that is
mentioned here, and she is asked in the most solemn manner, "Know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? Whosoever, therefore, will be the friend of the world is the enemy of God."

Compromise with the world is unfaithfulness to Christ and adultery in His sight. It is in this connection that
our text is introduced. "The Spirit that dwelleth in us loveth us to jealousy." He is constantly guarding our
loyalty of heart and our single and unqualified devotion to Christ alone.
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Now, the Spirit which is given to each of us is holding us true to Christ. He first wins and woos us to Christ
and then holds us true to Him, and leads us on until we shall be prepared to meet Him at His glorious
coming.

This figure could be much better understood in eastern countries and ancient times than now. Almost
every Oriental marriage has a go-between, a friend of the bridegroom and the bride, who arranges the
preliminaries, and brings the parties together, just as Eliezer brought Rebekah to Isaac. This is the high
mission of the Holy Spirit, and in its discharge He is so true to Christ that the least spot upon our holy
character, the least compromise in our allegiance and devotion awakens in His heart a holy jealousy. He
has devoted Himself to bringing about our union with Jesus, and to fitting us for it in the highest possible
measure.

This is the purpose of all His dealings with us, this is the meaning of all the discipline of our life, to call us
to Christ, and then qualify us for our high calling, as the Bride of the Lamb.

I.

First, He seeks and finds us, and brings us to Jesus in conversion. He sees in us those qualities which
God created for Himself, and which Satan is prostituting for our shame and ruin, and He sets His heart on
winning us for our heavenly Lord.

This will explain the fact that must often have occurred to many of us, that God revealed Himself to us in
mercy many a time before we knew Him as a Savior, and a Father, and answered many of our prayers
when we really had no claim upon His promise. He was wooing us to His love. He was trying to make us
understand that He was seeking us. He was presenting to us the jewels of Isaac that we might be drawn
from the gifts to the Giver and led to listen to His overtures of grace. He was treating us in advance as His
friends and His children. He was leaping over the intervening years of sin and unbelief, and anticipating
the hour when we should love Him, and weep with bitter sorrow that we did not sooner understand and
accept His love to us.

O, beloved, He is calling some of you now! He is longing for you with a jealous love. You belong to Him by
God\
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