| sermon JeSl

That | Might Finish My Course With Joy

by A.B. Simpson

A.B. Smpson emphasizes the critical importance of completing our God-given tasksin the Christian life to
experience true joy and fulfillment.

Scripture: Joshua 13:1-2, 1 Kings 19:3-4, Matthew 24:13, Acts 20:24, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, Galatians 6:9, Philippians 1:6,
2 Timothy 4:7, Hebrews 12:1-2, Revelation 2:10
Topics: "Perseverance in Faith", "Completing God's Work"

Description

A.B. Simpson emphasizes the critical importance of completing our God-given tasks, reflecting on the
sorrow of unfinished work in the Christian life. He illustrates this through the history of Israel, where
incomplete conquests led to spiritual decline, and the ministry of Elijah, who, despite his great victories,
faltered and left his mission unfulfilled. Simpson urges believers to focus on finishing their course with joy,
reminding them that the final steps are crucial in fulfilling God's calling. He calls for a heartfelt commitment
to complete the ministry entrusted to us, which is to share the gospel of grace.

Transcript

This is a most serious thought, this thought of finishing our work. There is nothing in the Christian life quite
so sad as unfinished work. As | look over the work of God, | see strewn all along the way this curse of
incompleted work. The book of Judges tells us of five hundred years of declension because God's people
did not complete their work when they were in possession of Canaan. They conquered Jericho; they
conquered 31 kingdoms; they divided the land among 12 victorious tribes; but they left here and there little
strongholds that were not subdued-little tribes that could not or would not be driven out-and it was not long
until they brought Israel under subjection and neutralized all the work of Joshua's conquest.

Consider the ministry of Elijah.

Never has the world seen anything more sublime than his victory on Carmel. But who has not grieved at
his reaction on the following day when, at the shaking of a woman's finger, he fled into the desert and left
the field in possession of God's enemies. It is not enough to go on for a while. It is the last step that wins.
May God put on our hearts this thought, that | might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which |
have receive of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
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