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(The Holy Spirit) 2. THE BREATH OF GOD

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul." Genesis 2: 7.

"The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh,
and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit." John 3: 8.

"And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost." John
20: 22. The first of these passages contains the second reference to the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament,
and the other passages prolong the line, and fix the application of the beautiful picture in Genesis to the
person and work of the Holy Spirit. The emblem under which the Spirit is here presented to us is the
breath and the air, the atmosphere in which we live, and the act by which we inhale or exhale its vital
properties and its vitalizing power.

The value and importance of the atmosphere is self-evident. We can live for days without food, and for a
lifetime without sight or hearing, but we cannot live an hour without breath. To breathe is the most
essential of all our physical functions and is in the Scriptures almost synonymous with life. Again and
again we find such expressions as, "Every living thing that hath breath upon the earth.” We cannot see it,
we can scarcely feel it, and yet around us there is an ocean of air without which we could not exist, and
without which almost all of our senses would be blind, deaf, and vain. Sound could not be communicated
without air, the sweet hymns that we have sung could not have been uttered or heard, the voices of our
friends would never reach us, and the harmonies of music would be silent and dead. Sight also is
dependent upon the atmosphere. Yonder sun seems like a ball of fire in the midst of a pall of darkness,
when we get beyond the earth\
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