
SermonIndex.net  |  Page 1

(The Life of Prayer) 4. THE PRAYER OF FAITH
by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart,
but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.
Therefore I say unto you, What things so ever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and
ye shall have them." (Mark 11:22-24). There is an unseen principle of force in the material world which is
mightier far than all the physical elements that we touch and see. It is the force of attraction which, in its
twofold form of cohesion and gravitation, holds the physical universe together. As the force that
condenses and holds in cohesion the minutest particles of matter, it is the cause by which, in a sense, all
things consist or hang together. But for this cohesive force, our bodies would dissipate into impalpable air,
the raindrops and the oceans would dissolve into vapor, the mighty mountains would crumble to pieces,
and the great world itself would explode in a catastrophe of wreck and dissolution. And in its wider and
far-reaching application, it is the force that holds our planet in its orbit and keeps it, on its awful journey of
a thousand miles a minute and more than five hundred million miles a year, from rushing into the distant
fields of immensity, or diverging a hair-breadth from its unmarked path amidst the spheres, or even
quivering in its course notwithstanding the terrific velocity of its career. It is the same force that holds all
the planets on their aerial track, and all the systems that circle round ten thousand suns in all their
spheres, without collision or catastrophe. It is the mighty power of gravitation. All unseen it is, and
noiseless. There is no vibration in its mighty heart-throbs; no reverberation from its voice; no trace of its
invisible but mighty arm. Yet, it is mightier than the earth which it poises in space and propels along its
pathway; mightier than the mighty sun, from whose center it sweeps the circle of the solar system with its
revolving circuit of planets; mightier than all the stars in all their spheres; the great, invisible, intangible,
inaudible, impalpable secret of the material universe and all its mighty movements. How simple is this
subtle force, and yet how sufficient and sublime!

But now let us ascend from the material world to the social, rational, and human sphere, and there, too,
we shall find a corresponding principle which holds society together, even as the law of gravitation holds
the worlds of space. What is that principle that binds the family together, that cements the friendships of
life, that controls the partnerships of business, that forms the basis of commercial confidence and the
greatest transactions of business, and leads men continually to stake their whole fortune and every
material interest on their investments and securities? Why, it is simply confidence, trust, faith between
man and man! Without it, the home circle would be torn with strife and wrecked with distrust and misery.
Without it, political and national fabrics would collapse, and government would be impossible. Without it,
business would be ruined. No single bank could stand a day without the trust of its constituents, and no
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security would be worth anything were men to cease to trust the promises and reliability of their
fellow-men. The world is adopting this very name of trust in this day for its strongest institutions.
Everything now is taking the form of a commercial trust. There must be some fascination in the term, and
well there may be, for it is the very cohesive principle of society, the law of gravitation for the whole social
world.

Let us now carry this thought to its true plane and apply it to the great spiritual kingdom of which all natural
things are but imperfect types. Should it seem strange if this law of faith were found to be the very principle
of the spiritual world as it is of the natural, the underlying force which holds it together, and the remedial
principle which is to bring back our own lost orb to its true place in the circle of the heavens? Such indeed
it is. Faith is the essential principle of the Kingdom of God. It was the loss of faith which separated man
from God in Eden. The fall of the race began the moment they listened to Satan\
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