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(Walking in the Spirit) 13. COOPERATING
WITH THE HOLY GHOST

by A.B. Simpson

Transcript

"Receive ye the Holy Ghost." John 20: 22.

"Be filled with the Spirit." Eph. 5: 18. While we recognize the sovereign power of the Holy Ghost, visiting
the heart at His pleasure, and working according to His will upon the objects of His grace, yet God has
ordained certain laws of operation and cooperation in connection with the application of redemption; and
He Himself most delicately recognizes His own laws, and respects the freedom of the human will; not
forcing His blessings upon unwilling hearts, but knocking at the door of our heart, waiting to be recognized
and claimed, and then working in the soul as we heartily cooperate, hearken, and obey. There is,
therefore, a very solemn and responsible part for every man in cooperating with, or resisting and hindering
the Holy Spirit.

"The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal," that is to say, it rests with the man
who receives the first movement of the Holy Spirit to determine how far he will embrace his opportunity,
cooperate with his heavenly Friend, and enter into all the fullness of the good and perfect will of God.

Perhaps the pound, represented in the parable as given to every one of the servants, was meant to
express that gift of the Spirit which every Christian receives, and the various uses which the servants
made of this common enduement may represent the degrees with which the children of God double and
use their spiritual advantages.

One improved his pound until it had become ten; another until it had increased five-fold, and another
neglected it and hid it in the earth. So, three men receiving in the beginning of their experience an equal
measure of spiritual things, may show in the end just as great a diversity in the use that they have made of
the precious trust. By a diligent and vigilant obedience the one has grown to be a Paul, crowned with
ransomed souls, and clothed with all the fullness of heavenly power. The other has become, perhaps, a
proud Diotrephes, seeking chiefly his personal ambition and using the divine grace for his own advantage.

The Holy Spirit is especially sensitive to the reception He finds in the human heart; never intruding as an
unwelcome guest, but gladly entering every open door, and following up every invitation with His faithful
love and power. How are we to cooperate with Him, and how may we grieve and hinder Him?

1. We are commanded to receive the Holy Ghost.
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This denotes an active and positive taking of His life and power into our hearts and lives. It is not a mere
acquiescence in His coming, or passive assent unto His will, but an active appropriating and absorbing of
His blessed person and influences into our whole person. It is one thing to have our dinner brought to us,
and it is another thing to eat it, drink it, assimilate it, and be nourished by it.

It is thus that we are to receive the Holy Ghost, with an open, yielding, hungering, thirsting, believing,
accepting and absorbing heart, even as the dry sand receives the rain, as the empty sponge receives the
moisture, as the negative cloud receives the current from the positive, as the vacuum receives the air, and
the babe drinks in the mother\
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