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Reigning in Life - Part 4

by Alan Martin

In this sermon, Alan Martin emphasizes the necessity of experiencing God's transformative graceto live a
victorious Christian life free from sin's bondage.

Scripture: Joshua 1:9, John 17:17, Romans 6:6, Romans 8:2, 2 Corinthians 1:20, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 John 5:4
Topics: "Victory"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of finding peace and freedom in God. He
acknowledges that the enemy can trap believers and steal their joy and relationships, but reassures them
that God is present and can provide all they need. The preacher urges listeners to return to God and
prioritize spending time with Him, rather than getting caught up in busyness and distractions. He also
references the story of Mary and Martha, highlighting the value of choosing to rest in God's presence. The
overall message is to seek a deep and experiential relationship with God, allowing His work in our lives to
bring honor and glory to Him.

Transcript

Let's ask the Lord to help us in our daily prayer. If you would just join with me. Father, once again, we ask
your help to steer us away from studying about you.

We need to experience you. We need your manifest presence. We need to experience the life-giving,
transforming work of your Spirit.

We need your word in us to be effectual. You said your word effectually works in those who believe. And
you said the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

And the last thing we want to do is we don't want to have a form of godliness and not know you in power.
And we believe that you minister, that you work. We know you want all men to be saved and to come to
the full knowledge of the truth.

And every person here with me that has already experienced your salvation, we thank you. And now,
Lord, finish what you've begun in us. Bring us into the full knowledge of the truth.

To know you is truth. To know your word is truth. And we don't want to just know it intellectually.
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We want to know you experientially. We want to know you and how you work in our hearts. We want our
families to see it.

We want our friends to see your work. We want our co-workers to see your work. We want the evidence of
your presence in our life to produce that which brings you honor and glory.

And for that reason, we ask for your help in the ministering of your word so that we can experience the
sanctification of your word. When your son was upon the earth, he prayed to you to keep his disciples
from the evil one. He didn't ask you to take them out of the world.

He just asked you to protect them from the evil one. And then he followed that by asking you to sanctify
them by the truth. Your word is truth.

And | ask again this morning that for your disciples, Father, you'd sanctify them by the truth. That they'd
receive the love of the truth. That they'd continue in the truth so they could really be free.

And we just ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. | mentioned last week in this part of Joshua here, this is the
Israelites are about to go into Canaan.

And | love to associate this with our need to persevere into entering the rest of Christ and experiencing the
promises that God has made. Because once again, no matter how many promises God has made, in
Christ Jesus, every one of them is yes and amen. So the promise to live and rest, the promise for an
abundance of joy and peace, the promise for the peace of Christ guarding your hearts and minds, the
promise of being kept in that perfect peace, the promise to know joy unspeakable and full of glory, it's all
yes in Christ.

That has to be entered in and laid hold of. And here is the actual generation having crossed the Jordan
River under the leadership of Joshua. And the first thing they do, it says here in chapter 5, is in verse 2, at
that time the Lord said to Joshua, make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again a second time.

Because it appears that the unbelieving generation that died in the wilderness had not circumcised their
children. And | made this statement last week, and | hope you hear it and understand it. If you're walking in
the flesh yourself, your children are never going to get circumcised through your ministry.

If you've not been circumcised spiritually in your own heart, you're not going to lead your children into that.
And so this generation didn't lead their children into circumcision. So they needed to undergo circumcision
again before they went and started taking possession of the promised land.

The Lord wanted them circumcised. So He had Joshua circumcise Israel. And He said to them here when
He had done that, in verse 9, then the Lord said to Joshua, today | have rolled away the reproach of Egypt
from you.

And | mentioned last week, and | didn't have time to dwell on it, but | just wanted to mention it again.
What's the reproach of Egypt? What's the reproach of Egypt? That the sons of Yisra, which is the Hebrew
word for prince, the sons of Yisra'el, the sons of the Prince of God, were living as slaves and were so
powerless that the Egyptians could come to them, take their sons and throw them to the crocodiles without
them doing anything about it except mourning. That's a reproach.
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When the sons of God live as slaves, that's a reproach. So we need that rolled away from our lives. And
how does that relate to us today? How this relates to us today is it does deal with, we've been talking
about the fact that God is able to make all grace abound to us.

That where sin abounded, grace abounded, let's say it together, more. You think sin is powerful, sin has
no power compared to grace. The Bible says where sin abounded, grace abound all the more.

Sin used to reign in death, now grace reigns in righteousness. Sin made us all like Adam. The grace of
God given us in Christ is going to make us all like Christ.

Christ is the last Adam. He is the head of the new race, the race of the righteous, godly, obedient people
that God is calling to Himself on the earth now. And all of this grace is already given us in Christ because
Christ is the grace of God.

It's not just a concept, it is everything God has done for us He has done in Christ already. And so to lay
hold of this grace, we talked about it, turn with me to Romans 5, that's where we've been for about three
weeks now, talking about if you want to reign in life, you'll see here verse 17 of Romans chapter 5, if you
really know the grace of God that's at work in Christ, you'll experience reigning in life, in this life. For if by
verse 17 of Romans chapter 5, if by the trespass of the one man does reign through the one man, how
much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign
in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

And I've mentioned to you that when you see the term those who receive or whosoever in the Greek,
that's almost always a present participle. The ones receiving the abundant provision of grace are going to
reign in life. And we've mentioned again, most of you probably know already about the gift of
righteousness.

That's important for you to know that. But receiving the gift of righteousness and receiving God's abundant
provision of grace are two different things. Are you now today, daily, receiving God's abundant provision of
grace? Because if you are, this is the effect it has.

And I'm going to show you that the effect this will have is that you will undergo a spiritual circumcision
where your flesh is gone. Because | know that's the big issue that most people wonder about. Yes, | know
that the grace of God is given us in Christ.

None of us would argue with the Scripture. We know that the Spirit's been made available. We know that
God won't let us be tempted above what we're able to bear.

But with every single temptation He'll provide a way of escape for us. We know that. But there does come
a question in our mind.

But what about the flesh? Good question. Good question. Because we must deal with it.

But the flesh is not a problem when you undergo the real work of God in Christ. Il show you this in
Romans. Follow with me here in the end of Romans 5. Let's start in verse 19.

We're going to read right through Romans 6. Quite a bit into the chapter 2. But starting with Romans 5.19.
For just as through the disobedience of the one man, many were made sinners... And again, we talked
about that. Oh, you know what that's like. You know what it's like to have been made sinners.
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When you're a sinner, what do you practice? What do you do all the time? That's what sinners do. Okay,
so in that same way, in that same way, because you're not just a sinner without practice. You're not really
a righteous person that God just calls a sinner, are you? Are you sure? Because that's how a lot of people
interpret the next verse.

I mean, the verse following it. It says, for just as through the disobedience of the one man, many were
made sinners, so through the obedience of the one man, many will be made righteous. Well, if you want to
believe that God will call you righteous even though you're still a sinner, then you really should believe,
what's wrong with believing you're still righteous? God just calls you a sinner.

No, He calls you a sinner because you actually sin. But He will make you righteous because you'll actually
obey. That in the same way that you actually sin, you will actually be made righteous through the grace
that's at work in Christ.

So, in verse 20, But the law was added, so that trespass might increase, but where sin increased, not a
problem, is it? Grace increased all the more. Sin is not our problem. So that just as sin reigned in death, so
also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life to Jesus Christ our Lord.

Okay, now, and if there's any question in your mind that Paul was not talking about an actual stopping of
sin, an actual change of practice, change of pace, and a completely different life, he goes straight in.
There probably shouldn't be chapter marks. That was man-made.

They're in there, we deal with them. If there wasn't a number six there, we'd read it right on like the next
verse in the letter. So let's back up and read, just to make sure you understand, He's not talking about
some just superficial judicial thing.

He's talking about an actual change of practice. I'll read verse 21 again. And I'll read right into chapter 6
then.

So then, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life
to Jesus Christ our Lord. What shall we say then? Shall we go on sinning, so that grace may increase?
What's the answer there? God forbid. Now, how does Paul deal with sin? Now you know how a lot of
people, and this is an honest, | don't know what percentage out there in the world is, | get in trouble
sometimes making statements that are unsupportable, and the Lord's helping me with that, and | have to
deal with that.

You can pray for me in that. But I've heard a lot of people say, come on, how can you stop sinning? That's
what I've heard most of my life. How can you stop sinning? But how does Paul deal with it? What does
Paul say? Paul deals with it, how can you keep sinning? That's how he deals with it.

Why can't we deal with it like Paul? Come on guys, how can you keep on sinning? If grace is reigning in
righteousness. That's how Paul deals with it. We shouldn't be asking, what do you mean? How can we
stop sinning? We should be asking, how can we keep sinning? That's the question that needs to be asked.

And if you understand the work of circumcision God does on the flesh, you'll see how this is possible.
Because we do need to come to the place where we experience spiritual circumcision, and that's where
we're headed. Let's read on in this chapter.
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Shall we keep on sinning that grace may increase? By no means. We died to sin. How can we still live in
it? We can't still live in sin.

Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death. We
were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live, what? A new life. Now is he talking about in
heaven? No, we don't know that.

| meant that's part of it. We may live a new life here and we know that that includes here because we know
what Paul taught and also in Jude wrote, Titus says, For the grace of God that brings salvation has
appeared unto all men, teaching us to deny ungodliness, the worldly lust, and live soberly, righteously, and
godly. And then he adds, in this present life.

So we're talking that we may live a new life here. Where it's not with sin reigning anymore, but grace
reigning in righteousness. So verse 5. If we've been united with Him in the likeness of His death, we will
certainly also be united with Him in the likeness of His resurrection.

Now, this will be an interesting event with so many versions. Let's all read out loud at the same time. Don't
worry about it.

It'll sound scrambled. We'll let it scramble here in a minute. Verse 6. Would you all read verse 6 with me
out loud for we know that our old self... That's about how clear we understand it.

Right there. That's about how clear we understand these kinds of spiritual implications. You know, we all
have our own way of reading it.

And we all have our own way of thinking about it. But | want to deal with it because we must deal with the
flesh right here. Who was crucified? Read that verse again.

Who was crucified? Our old man. Now, wait a minute. Is your old man still living? Do crucified men still
live? They don't.

Well, then why do we talk about the old man as if he's still alive? He ain't alive. If you've been united with
Christ, you've been united into the death of Christ, your old man has been crucified. Then you might be
thinking, well, then what's been causing me the problem? You know, you don't have to have an old man to
be tempted.

Christ was tempted. Did He have an old man? He suffered when He was tempted. Did He have an old
man? No.

You're still going to be subject to temptation. You're still going to suffer because of your temptation. You're
still weak in your natural self.

But your old man? Gone. Crucified. Why? And He goes on to say, for our old man has been crucified so
that the body of sin might be done away with.

Some versions say, render powerless. The Greek word is kata-a-ergon. It's a combination of the word
kata, according to, or down, the prefix a, which is a negative, and ergon is to work.
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It's basically saying, your old man's been disemployed, laid off, not working anymore, gone, fired. And it
happened when you were united with Christ through death. Baptized into His death.

So your old man, crucified, rendered powerless. Disemployed. You're not serving Him anymore.
You're not working for Him anymore. He's been laid off. He's been fired.

And it says that, so that we should no longer be slaves to sin. Because anyone who has died has been
free from sin. Have you died? The Bible says, if you've been united with Christ into His death.

You've been, let's read on what Paul says. Here it says, verse 8. Now if we died with Christ, | guess that's
the question. Did you die with Christ? Are you still alive? Your old man's still running around? Or are you
dead? You can't have it both ways.

If your old man is still running around, and he's still in charge, you haven't died with Christ yet. Which is
true. If you're in Christ, you're going to see what's happening.

What the Scripture says has happened to your old man. He was appointed unto a man later. Wouldn't we,
it says that those who have believed have crossed over already, haven't they? From what? Death to life.

And they've done that by faith. By being united with Christ into His baptism into death. And it goes on here,
verse 8. Thank you, Ron.

Now if we die with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him. But we know that since Christ was
raised from the dead, He can't die again. Death no longer has mastery over Him.

| mean, if He conquered death once, there's no point in death trying to control Him again. He's already
proven He's stronger than death. The death He died, He died to sin.

The death He died, He died to sin once and for all. Now if you've been united with Him, what death have
you died? If you've been united into His death, you've died to sin. Your old man is rendered powerless.

It's been crucified with Christ, and it's disemployed. Sin's no longer your master. Now grace is your
master, and it's working in you a different work.

The death He died, He died to sin once and for all. But the life He lives, He lives to God. And here's where
last week's message ties in with this one.

Because last week, those of you who were here, we said that the righteous shall live by faith, and some
virgins say, from first to last. But last week's message was titled, Out of Faith, Unto Faith. Expistuo, ice,
pistin, or pisto.

Out of faith, unto faith. And here's where it is right here. What does it tell us to do when Paul says, this is
what Christ did.

Christ died to sin. Those of you who were in Christ were united into His death through baptism into death.
The death He died, He died to sin.

The life He lives, He lives to God. Now there's a response from us. What's the response? In the same
way, what are we to do? We're to reckon ourselves dead to sin.
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Isn't that what he says? In the same way, logizistai. This is the same word for accounting. Reckon it.
It's an accounting term. Look, He's given you the facts. The facts is, Christ has conquered death.

The facts is, the death He died, He died to sin. The fact is, you've been united with Him into His death. Add
those things up.

Your old man's rendered powerless. It was crucified with Christ. Sin's not your master.
Grace is. Add it up. And you know what it's supposed to add up to? You're dead to sin.

That's what it adds up to. Reckon yourselves to be dead to sin alive to God in Christ Jesus. That's what it
adds up to.

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. And don't offer the parts of your body to sin as
instruments of wickedness.

But rather, offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life. And offer the parts
of your body to Him as instruments of righteousness for sin shall not be your master because you're not
under law, but under grace. You know, when it says that your old man has been crucified, let's look and
see where Paul said that on another occasion.

Turn with me to Galatians 5. The reason I'm speaking this this morning and the reason it fits in the series
of messages that the Lord has had on my heart to share with you is because the way to really lay hold of
reigning in life is appropriating the abundance of grace. Well, the grace of God, He set men free from sin.
And Christ delivered us from sin and the power of the old man.

Here in Galatians 5, read with me verse 24. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have done what? Well,
again, unless you have a different understanding of crucifixion than | do, do crucified people get up and
live? Then is your sinful nature alive? Is it alive or is it crucified? Which is it? | mean, which is it? What are
you going to go by? Your experience? Does your experience tell you that your old man is alive? Well, then
you haven't come to the place like Israel needed to come to and you need to come to the place where you
leave your flesh behind once and for all before you really begin to lay hold and appropriate all the
promises of God in Christ. Israel didn't begin to really take hold of the promised land until they laid their
flesh aside.

And we are not really going to lay hold of all the grace that there is for us in Christ until once and for all, by
faith, we reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus, put our flesh away and walk by the
Spirit the rest of the time. That's appropriating the grace of God that's in Christ. Because if you're really
Christ, you've crucified the flesh.

It says again, the body of sin has been rendered powerless and we're no longer slaves of sin. Now
another place that this is seen, look in Romans 2. Look back to Romans 2. Because circumcision is just
kind of a picture and this is going to talk about circumcision. Remember | asked last week because the
things written in the past are types and shadows for us, what is actually circumcised from a male, usually
it's everyone or an infant, but what is it just basically? It's just flesh.
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It's just a piece of flesh. And so that's why this is pictured. But there is a flesh that we need to be
circumcised from, but it's not covering that part of our body, it's covering this part right here.

We need to be circumcised right here. Right there. And look what it says here in Romans 2. Romans 2,
verse 28.

A man is not a Jew if he's only one outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No. A man
is a Jew if he's one inwardly and circumcision is circumcision, what? Of the heart.

By the Spirit, not by the written code. Now, this is beautiful. Listen to me.

Follow this. Remember what we said earlier, what we've been talking about for weeks? No matter how
many promises God has made, they are all what? Yes in Christ. Listen to this precious promise.

You don't need to turn there. But in Deuteronomy chapter 30, this is a promise that God made and it's one
of those things that are yes and amen in Christ. Here's what God told Israel.

He will bring you to the land that belonged to your fathers and you will take possession of it. And it says,
He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers, and the Lord God will circumcise your
hearts and the hearts of your descendants forever. The Lord God will circumcise.

Do you want to experience this? You want to experience circumcision of the heart? Guess where
circumcision of the heart can only take place? If it's one of the promises of God, the only place you can
guarantee to receive the promises of God are in Christ. And in Christ, the old flesh is crucified. The body of
sin is rendered powerless.

You're no longer slaves to sin. As a matter of fact, in Colossians chapter 2, turn to Colossians chapter 2,
Paul states this again. Yeah, both places.

In Colossians chapter 2, and I'm going to start in verse 6. Colossians chapter 2, verse 6, So then, just as
you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the
faith as you were taught, overflowing with thankfulness. And then it says, See to it that no one takes you
captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends upon human tradition and the basic
principles of this world, rather than Christ. Can | exhort us? Beware, no one takes you captive because
you've heard things like, well, you're just always going to deal with the old nature.

Beware of that kind of teaching. That's not what Paul taught. That's not what is true according to the
Scripture.

According to the Scripture, the question is, how can you keep on sinning? Your old man's been crucified.
You've been united with Christ until His death. That's the truth of Scripture.

Don't let anyone take you captive by a fine-sounding argument. Believe the truth. Reckon yourself to be
dead to sin and alive unto God.

Don't let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Let grace reign in your body. And
the results of that are going to be righteousness.

It says in verse 9, For in Christ all the fullness of the deity lives in bodily form. And you've been given
fullness in Christ, who's the head of every power, authority. And in Him you were also, what? Are you in
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Him? Well, choose you this day where you are.

You still got your old man running around controlling you? | don't know if I'd want to say that. Because
those who are in Him have been circumcised. In Him you were circumcised in the putting off of the sinful
nature.

Now, most of the time, | think, what do we describe putting off? Do you know what that means? Do you
still have something on that you've put off? Well, then we need to stop claiming we have an old nature. We
need to stop saying we're still troubled by the flesh. You'll still have trouble without the flesh.

Adam had trouble, didn't he? He had no flesh, except the natural man. Christ had no sinful flesh. He
suffered when He was tempted.

As long as you and | live in this world, we'll be tempted. It's going to be difficult. We're going to groan.

Paul says, as long as we live in this tent of the body, we groan. We're weak in our natural selves. But that
doesn't mean we have some old sinful nature controlling us.

Because in Christ, we've been circumcised in that thing. And once you really come to reckon yourselves
dead to that, you're going to start entering the promised land of Christ. You're going to start taking care of
business and putting to death those things that belong to your natural life.

And you're going to start going from victory to victory, like Joshua did. From faith to faith, from glory to
glory. And you're going to start reckoning yourselves to be dead to sin.

And the real question is not going to be, can we ever stop sinning? The question is, how could | have kept
on sinning so long? How could | have been tricked so long into being robbed of all the grace that God has
given us in Christ? That's where we need to be. In Him you were also circumcised into putting off of the
sinful nature. Not with the circumcision done by the hands of men, but with the circumcision done by
Christ.

Having been buried with Him in baptism. Where did we just read it? That's Romans 6. See, when you're
buried with Him in baptism to death, Paul said, so that the body of sin might be rendered powerless. I'd
call it pretty well powerless if it's cut off of you and thrown away.

Wouldn't you? I'd call that put off. Wouldn't you? Then let's stop acting like it's not there and reckon
ourselves to be dead to that old thing. And alive to God in Christ.

You know what? It's pretty important that we do. It's pretty important that we do. Let me read you this
verse.

If you want to turn there, it's in Jeremiah 9. Verses 25 and 26. Jeremiah 9. Read with me. Verse 25.

The days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will punish all who are circumcised only where? What's
He saying in that? The days are coming where I'm going to punish everyone who's not circumcised in the
heart. If you've not been circumcised in the heart, you're going to get punished by God. He's going to
punish all who are not circumcised in their heart.

He's going to punish all who don't really know His Son. Because if you know Jesus Christ, your body's
dead to sin. The old man has been rendered powerless.
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And it's time for you and |, in Christ, just like the death, he died, he died to sin, we're to reckon ourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. And that experience is cutting off this old flesh, throwing it
away, and beginning to live by the Spirit. Now, this is maybe one of the shorter messages I've shared.

| just want you to turn to see how critical this is, and how it fulfills God's promises in a beautiful way. Turn
to Genesis chapter 17. | believe this will be the last scripture we turn to.

Genesis chapter 17. Abraham is called, what is Abraham called? Our father in the faith. Abraham is called
our father in the faith.

And the Bible says we have been blessed by being included in the covenant God made with Abraham.
And I'll show you that. Don't leave Genesis chapter 17.

Let me just show you where it says that God included us in that covenant with Abraham. It says, what it
says of Abraham in this passage is, Therefore the promise comes by faith so that it may be by grace and
be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of
the faith of Abraham. He is our father, all of us in the sight of God.

And it says that the words that were credited to him as righteousness were credited not to him alone, but
to us whom God will credit righteousness for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead. So we're included in this covenant with Abraham. And | want you to look at this covenant as it
pertains to getting rid of our flesh.

Let's see that in chapter 17 of Genesis. Abraham is 99 years old there in verse 1. And the Lord appeared
to him and said, | am God Almighty. Walk before me and be blameless.

I'll confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers. So the Lord brings
him into this covenant. Verse 6 says, | will make you very fruitful.

I will make nations of you. Kings will come from you. | will establish my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and your descendants after you for the generations to come to be your God and the
God of your descendants after you.

Then he tells him something. Verse 11. Well, I'll go ahead and read verse 9. | don't need to skip that much.

Then God said to Abraham, as for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your generations after you,
for the generations to come. Now would that include us? Would we be in the generations to come?
Absolutely we would. Verse 10.

This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you. The covenant you are to keep. Every male
among you shall be circumcised.

You are to undergo circumcision and it will be the sign of the covenant. The covenant was made to
Abraham by the promise of God. God said, | have chosen you, | have called you, | have blessed you.

That's by grace. But you know what the sign of that covenant is? The sign of that covenant is you've been
circumcised. Have you and | been circumcised? See, that's the sign of the covenant that we really have
entered into.
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The covenant of Abraham, the man of faith. Because the promise about Abraham receiving a son. Who
did Paul say that son really was? The seed.

Remember it says the law was put into effect into the seed to whom the promise referred should come.
Who's that seed? Christ. Christ is the seed of Abraham.

And those who are in Christ have crucified their flesh with His passion and lust. The body of sin has been
rendered powerless so that we're no longer slaves of sin. And what | want us to just go through is | think
we need to, as believers, we need to come just like Israel did, and if you would in your hearts with me,
would you take a little journey with me? Would you cross over? Would you cross over with me to the place
just like Israel did? Let's enter into the promised land.

Let's get out of the wilderness. Let's cross Jordan, enter into the promised land, and reckon ourselves
dead to sin. Just like Christ.

Count the old man gone. Put away. Rendered powerless.
Fired. Unemployed. And now there, Christ is reigning in grace.
Lay that flesh aside. Throw it off. And begin to walk by the Spirit.

Now does that mean you and | will never experience temptation again? Nope. Does that mean it's all uphill
from here, | mean all easy from here? Nope. It sure doesn't.

But that means we're not going to blame the old man anymore. Because you know what the problem really
is not the old man. You know what the problem is? It's our new man.

What do | mean by that? The Bible says if any man is in Christ, he's a new creature. You're a new creature
now. But you know what your new man still needs to do to overcome the world? Believe.

This is the victory that overcomes the world. Even our faith. And it's by faith you reckon yourself dead to
sin.

It's by faith you're united with God in Christ. It's by faith you walk by the Spirit. And don't make any
provision for the flesh.

The Bible says there in Romans chapter 8, | don't want to go there. | said we wouldn't go to other verses.
I'll try to stick to my word.

Thank you Lord. Ouch. | could do this all day long if | thought it would help.

And | hope you know | have a passion to see you really experience this. This is reality. Because as you
really begin to experience this reality, by faith you begin to lay hold of these promises of God in Christ.

And you know where you see the effect? It affects your speech. It affects your attitude. It affects your
attitude.

You know what they suddenly all start becoming? New. New. They become new.

All things start becoming new. Because you're not living by the old man. You're living by the new man.
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The new man created to be like God in righteousness and holiness. Oh, | long for us to experience that. |
really do.

And the key to experiencing it is to take God at His word. Wrecking yourself dead to sin. Live to God in
Christ.

That's the key. And you do that, you put away that flesh, it's gone. And how you do that? Well, you just do
that in Christ.

By faith. That's how you're united with Christ. You're united with Christ through faith.
Yes. Oh, yeah. Nina requested a song.

A little song that says, | am mine no more. You know, Paul discovered this secret of living in every
situation, whether abounding or abased. He said, | can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

He's also the one that said, | am crucified with Christ. And who? What? |, what? No longer live. Listen to
this.

I'm going to sing that in first. | am crucified with Christ. Therefore, | no longer live.

Jesus Christ now lives in me. | am crucified with Christ. Therefore, | no longer live.

Jesus Christ now lives in me. And | am mine no more. | am mine no more.

I've been born with blood. And | am mine no more. And | am mine no more.

I am mine. Set my spirit free, that | might worship Thee. Set my spirit free, that | might praise Thy name.
Let all bondage go, and let deliverance flow. Set my spirit free, to worship Thee. Sing that with me.

Set my spirit free, that 1 might worship Thee. Set my spirit free, that | might praise Thy name. Let all
bondage go, and let deliverance flow.

Set my spirit free, to worship Thee. And what happens is you really begin to experience this. Where do
you go from this place? Where did Israel go from this place after they were circumcised? What's the first
place they tackled? Remember? Jericho.

What happened to this mighty fortress that had been there so long, that no human army would ever
touch? What happened to it? The walls came down without a man doing a thing, despite people just
walking and following His commandments. And then after that, a little setback, didn't they? So even then,
you see, there may be a little setbacks. You may trip and fall.

The righteous man may fall seven times, but the Lord upholdeth him by His righteous right hand. Anyway,
they went on from strength to strength, and it didn't happen all at once, did it? The Lord told them they
wouldn't be able to drive out all their enemies at one time, just little by little. And that's the way it will be for
us.

Little by little, we'll go from victory to victory. Until we're totally free that one day in heaven. Any questions?
Yeah, sure.
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Mm-hmm. You've gotten lost. The enemies trapped you once again, instead of sweet peace.

You're struggling with tension deep within. The evil one has suddenly come, and he's stolen your best
friend. He's taken your hope.

But | am here. Behold, | am. That's all you need to know for now.

Behold, | am. Be still and my peace will show you how to wait on me. Be still and see you can be free from
all your doubts.

Behold, | am. That's all you need to know for now. Behold, | am.

But you've gotten busy. The time just seems to slip away, so you're not in my word. You no longer set
aside time and pray, so ease have grown where my word was sold.

And in your heart you stray, but I'm calling your name. Return to me. Behold, | am.
That's all you need to know for now. Behold, | am. Be still and my peace will show you how to wait on me.
Be still and see you can be free from all your doubts. Behold, | am. That's all you need to know for now.

Behold, | am. Can you recall that woman who thought it was unfair? She was so distressed with all of the
things she had to prepare. Jesus said to her, Martha, you're concerned about so many things.

Mary's chosen the best. Just look at her rest. Behold, | am.

That's all you need to know for now. Behold, | am. Be still and my peace will show you how to wait on me.
Be still and see I'll set you free from all your doubts. Behold, | am. That's all you need to know for now.
Behold, | am. It really is simple. The simplicity of devotion to Christ.

The Lord just brings more and more of us into the fullness of this. That's our desire. All of us are so
abounding in grace.

We just have more and more people say, what is that power at work in your life? That's just where we
want to be. Amen? Alright. Let's stand up.

I'm going to ask Ray. Ray, why did you dismiss us? You still want to turn? We're just giving praise and
thanksgiving for the time that you've given us.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/11/SID11012.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/alan-martin/reigning-in-life-part-4/
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