
SermonIndex.net  |  Page 1

The Love of the Father
by Alan Martin

The love of God is the key to understanding the Father and experiencing transformation in our lives.

Scripture: Isaiah 28:9

Topics: "Love Of God"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares a personal transformation in his preaching approach. Instead of
focusing on telling people what they should and shouldn't do, he began preaching about the unsearchable
riches of Jesus Christ. He emphasizes the importance of having a revelation of the glory of Jesus, which
transforms our perspective on worldly things. The speaker also highlights the significance of helping one
another become rooted and established in love, which leads to a different relationship with God's
commandments. The sermon concludes with a reminder of God's love demonstrated through the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ and the invitation to believe in him for everlasting life.

Transcript

I can sure say that I have been encouraged by being with you. Paul said, you know, when he wrote in the
Romans, he said, I long to see that I might impart to you some spiritual gift. And he said that is that you
and I may be mutually encouraged by one another's faith.

And I've experienced that here. You know, what has happened in the last five years since I've met Brother
Randy, one of the things that I believe I've come to understand more and more of is I've come to know
Jesus Christ more. We are born an infinite Christ and we grow up into the full knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

And as I've grown into the full knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, I just believe, or more of that full
knowledge. But I've come to understand a little bit more of what the great need in a person's life is. And if
you would, look in Galatians chapter 5. And it took me, I've been a slow learner in this.

But this is much more of a goal that I seek to see working in my own life and the lives of those few, you
know, those sheep that the Lord has given me to just be a shepherd over. Those brothers who I've been
called to walk with. In Galatians chapter 5 verse 6 it says, For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any real power.
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Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any real power. But faith through love working. This is what I
believe I've, by His grace, been able to see.

Whereas early in a zeal for righteousness and a desire to see righteousness established in others, I often
turn to touch not, taste not, handle not. But a righteousness that was based upon the law. And by the way,
the law is holy and righteous and good.

The law is the very words of God. But the law has only a shadow of the good things that are coming. Not
the reality themselves.

Because it says in the time past, including the time of the law, God spoke to our forefathers at various
times in various ways. But in the last days how has He spoken to us? By His Son. And when God wanted
to reveal Himself fully, He didn't call Himself Yahweh.

He didn't call Himself Jehovah. He didn't call Himself Elohim. He called Himself by the most pure and
perfect relationship that's so simple that even a child can understand it.

Jesus revealed Him as Father. And this is what I've come to see, that more and more of my calling as I
seek to walk with other brothers is to bring them into a full understanding of God as their Father. This is
what the law didn't offer me.

But it is why the Father said that, you know, the days are coming when I'm going to make the new
covenant. And it's not going to be like the former covenant which I made with the people of Israel as we
speak. It's because they were not faithful to me, although I was a husband to them.

But in the new covenant they are all going to know me from the least to the greatest. And this is what I...
It's just a desire in my heart to just be a part of that process of being used by the Father to help others
come unto the full knowledge of who the Father is. Because the strength of the New Testament is, and the
new covenant and God's righteousness working in our life is fully comprehending the love.

Paul told this to Timothy in 1 Timothy 1. Let's start in verse 3 where he says, I urged you when I went into
Macedonia to remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give
heed to fables or endless genealogies which cause disputes rather than godly edification, which is by faith.
Then verse 5, I want to read this from the Greek. I'll translate it as I read it.

It says, Now the end or the goal of the commandment is love. That's the goal of the commandment. The
end or goal of the commandment which is love is love out of a pure heart and a good conscience and a
faith without hypocrisy.

So the goal of God's commandment, the goal of His desire is for you and I to fully come to the place where
the love of God and the love for one another is fulfilled in our life. Our Lord made it so simple that when He
established the new covenant, He summed all He desired for His disciples to do in one word. A new
commandment I give unto you, that you love one another as I have loved you.

By this shall all men know that you are my disciples by the love you have one for another. What was new
about that? The law said, first of all, that they were to love their neighbor as their self. And even in the law
you had the commandment that you should love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, your mind and
all your strength.
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So how is it new? Like John says, it's no new commandment we write to you but one we've had from the
beginning. Yet a new commandment we write to you, one that is seen in Him. What was new about it was,
as I have loved you.

How longsuffering Christ was with His disciples. And how Christ's entire life with His disciples was to
introduce them to His Father. It was all about Him bringing them to know the love of His Father.

And this is what we're about to be with one another. The reason I'm to know Randy, the reason I have any
desire to know Joey or Darren or Jason or Andrew or Caleb or Dan or anyone or Sean, any one of you is
for the desire is that you would come to fully know the Father. And you would know the love of the Father
because it says, Paul said, love is the fulfillment of the law.

Look in Romans, do you see that Romans 13? Romans chapter 13. Verse 8. Owe no one anything except
to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandment, you shall not
commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, you shall not
covet.

If there is any other commandment, all are summed up in this saying, namely, you shall love your neighbor
as yourself. Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.

And as therefore, you and I become fully rooted and established in the love of God. If that's what, as we
become rooted and established in the love of God, this is what happens. All the righteousness of God
begins to be fulfilled.

Love does no harm to his neighbor. Therefore, love literally fulfills you becoming perfect like your heavenly
Father is perfect. He's kind to the wicked and the ungrateful.

He sends his son upon the righteous and the unrighteous. The rain falls upon the just and the unjust.
Because if you greet only those who greet you, what do you more than tax givers? If you lend to only
those who lend to you, what do you more than the heathen do? When we begin to fully comprehend by
the revelation of the Spirit, how Jesus Christ has loved us, we are going to see all of our relationships
made righteous.

You'll never be properly related to each other any further than you properly understand the love of God. If
there's any sense why any one of us might be more one with someone else, it's because those two people
find their unity in knowing the Father in the same way. A.W. Tozer once said, You can take a hundred
pianos and if you tune them to the same tuning fork, even if those hundred pianos are in a hundred
different places, they will all automatically be tuned exactly to one another.

And you and I will begin to properly relate to each other only to the degree that we fully understand how
the Father. And this is what Jesus Christ came to do. He did not come just to forgive us our sins and take
us to heaven.

What He came to do is not only forgive us our sins, but take out the heart of stone that had no capacity for
true capacity for genuinely loving another as God loved us. And actually give the very nature of God, the
very love of God, the very character of who God is, so that we can begin to relate to one another fully by
the love of God. Actually knowing one another by the Spirit and no longer after the flesh.
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Where we, where this life we begin to experience one another, with one another, is we begin to walk
worthy of the calling we receive. In all loneliness, in all meekness, in all long-suffering, in all forbearance,
forgiving one another. And if there's any ought, we actually love one another, we forgive one another just
as God in Christ has forgiven us.

And above all these things, we actually put on love, which is the bond of perfection. And we begin to
experience this. And this is how this began in my life.

I told you a little bit last night, that as I began to rediscover who Christ was, and I began to see how far I
had missed the mark. Who I really was in the light of a real revelation of who Jesus Christ was. I began to
see how I was really treating my wife.

I began to see how I was really dealing with my children. I began to see the attitudes I really had towards
other brothers in Christ, in comparison to a revelation of Jesus Christ. And suddenly, I received much
forgiveness.

And what did our Lord Jesus say? He who has been forgiven much, the same, loves much. Can you see
what a danger you are in when you think of yourself as self-righteous? And you do not understand just
how long suffering God has been with you. How patient, how merciful, how good He has been with you.

You will not relate to one another in any other degree than you are comprehending how the Father has
related to you. That's why John made it so clear, he had a clear understanding. No one who does not love
his brother can love God.

How can you love your brother, or God who you have not seen, when you do not love your brother, who
you have seen? It's not possible. So when I came to what began to happen in my life, as I began to
rediscover the goodness and the love of God in Jesus Christ, my life began to be transformed. Here's how
it was transformed.

Satan began to lose his power upon me when the love of God caused the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ to be shown in my heart. And as I began to see the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ, as I began to see who Jesus Christ was, what happens when, according to the
Scripture, we know when Paul said, and beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, what happens?
We're transformed into the same image. I began to be so raptured by the glory of how I saw Jesus Christ
treatment, that I began to be set free from my ignorance.

I used to perceive Jesus as aggressive and strong and rebuking men, and I projected that upon Him, and I
would speak to men that way. Who said that Jesus stand up and said, ye whitewashed sepulchres, ye
brood of vipers? How do we know He didn't say, all you whitewashed sepulchres? How could He say, oh
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how oft would I have gathered you under my wings, or gathered you together
under me as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were unwilling? How could He weep over
Jerusalem and not have such a desire to bring them to Himself? As I began to have a true revelation of
Jesus Christ, the way I began to treat my brothers became so different. I began to see how long-suffering
the Lord had been with me, how patient the Lord had been with me, how understanding, how full of hope
He was with me.

And I began to actually help others come to an understanding of who Jesus Christ was. And part of that
began by just, I realized it was a revelation in my life, and I realized this was going to take a revelation in
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their life. Do you remember what Paul said in Ephesians? When he wrote to the Ephesian church for this
reason, I bend my knee and I pray to the Father, from whom all heaven and earth rise His name, that you
be strengthened with power through His Spirit in your inner being, that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, and that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power together with all the
saints to grasp what is the height and length and width and depth of the love of Christ, and to know this
love that surpasses knowledge, in order that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

And so one of the first things that began to happen in my life, it was a big change, is I began to realize that
my Father would give His Spirit to reveal His love. By His Spirit He would strengthen my brothers and
sisters in their innermost being, so that Christ could dwell in their hearts through faith, and that they would
begin to be rooted and established in love. And I began to relate to them in a way that love does.

As the love of God began to be shed abroad in my heart, I found that the love of God does what it says it
does. When Paul describes love in 1 Corinthians 13, what is the first adjective he uses? Patience. Love
suffers long.

I found an ability to sit however long it takes with my brother. I stopped being exasperated with my brother.
There are times I see brothers in our fellowship there, and I see them weak.

But it, and Randy even mentioned this tonight, is that we who are strong ought to do what? Bear with the
failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. And I began to actually have the Father's heart towards
the brothers and sisters in the fellowship there. And there were some that I was, and this has been a work,
I wish I could say it began on this day, but it does, the scripture is clear that the path of the righteous is as
the first gleam of dawn.

It shined ever brighter into the perfect day. As I began to see who Jesus Christ was, I began to relate in
Him, in that knowledge of Him, to my brothers and sisters. And I began to see things differently.

For example, what can you tell when you see a brother or sister loving the world? What can you tell?
What's it an indication of? It's an indication that the love of the Father is not in them. So what do you tell
them to do? Stop loving the world, brother. You see, that's how I used to react to that.

Stop loving the world. You should stop doing that. Don't you know that that's wrong? Friendship with the
world is... This is how I would often deal with it.

Don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Whoever chooses to be a friend of
the world becomes the enemy of God. But even then, I would project my understanding upon that. Instead
of realizing something, the problem this brother is having is, he doesn't know the love of God.

The love of the Father is not in this brother. You know, you can't love two masters. You can't love one
because you love one and despise the other, or you'll cling to the one and shun the other.

And so, instead of trying to tell the brother what they ought not to do, to stop doing, what I began to do is
just pray, Father, open the door. I began to intercede for these brothers and sisters that they would come
to see the love of God and they would get a revelation of Jesus Christ. Because I remembered something.

Much of the way this came to me, much of the repentance I was granted was I saw something greater.
And when I began to see something greater, it changed my heart. And then I began to recognize and
remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Things like this, by revelation, came to me. Jesus said that the kingdom of God is like a man passing
through a field. And as he passed through a field, what did he discover? Treasure, hidden in the field.

And then, after he discovered treasure in the field, what does the Scripture say he did? He hid the
treasure, and then what did he do? That's the same way I remembered it. That he hid the treasure again,
and then he sold all he had to buy the field. But we've left out something.

Did you just mention? Yeah. It says he hid the treasure again, and in his joy, he went and sold. What must
occur in a person that suddenly causes all of their possessions and all the things that they've counted as
their security and all the things that they have made a part of their life to suddenly, joyfully, abandon all?
Completely discard, joyfully.

That's the kingdom of God. Can you tell a person you must forsake all? Is that what Jesus said? You must
forsake all in order to follow Jesus. Or was Jesus simply telling us the truth? Listen, no man can come
after me unless he denies himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.

Was he saying you must? Or was he simply expressing a reality that you just won't be able to? This man
who found the treasure hidden in the field is a picture of a man denying himself. And he does it joyfully.
How does he do it joyfully? What caused him to sell everything he had joyfully, the treasure he found?
He's so absorbed in the revelation of what he's discovered that it's totally changed his heart to what he
once valued.

You see how it happened to the Apostle Paul? The things I once counted gain, I now count. Compared to
what? How can a man suddenly count the things that were the most precious to him? Not only his loss,
what did he go on to count them as? Dumb. What can cause a man to so radically change? Having
something new to compare him to.

Compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Jesus Christ. And this is what has been the biggest
change in my life in the last... is where I once focused on trying to tell men what they ought not to do and
what they must start to do and what they ought to do and should do. I began to preach the unsearchable
riches of Jesus Christ.

And I began to walk in the joy of the Lord. And I began to be filled with peace. And I just began to testify of
the goodness and the greatness of Jesus Christ.

And I just began to help men try to see something. You know, this is a simple illustration. I want to share it
with you, not just to be funny or clever.

But I want you to understand something. Not one of you here goes to the bathroom and sticks your hand
on the lever and hesitates and says, well, maybe I can still use this or something else. I really don't want to
give it up.

But I guess I should. You know, when we have a revelation of the glory of Jesus Christ, the things we once
counted gain are so transformed in our mind that it becomes like dung. I don't know about you, but I grew
up in south Texas where it was very hot.

And one of the things, if you would go to the park or something, you would have a picnic or you would
have a camp, they had these huge trash bags. And you know how people are when they, when you have
a lot, especially a lot of kids, they throw half-drink soda bottles in there and their plates and stuff, and it all
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gets dipped down. And if you're one of the guys who has to clean up the trash cans, you know what I'm
talking about? You pick it up and you gather it out and it's bulging.

And what's it usually doing from the bottom? I've never seen a person just hold it like this. Never. I mean, I
don't know about you, I don't even want it touching my shoes.

I hold it as far away as I can. Because suddenly, seeing the glory and the goodness of God in the face of
Christ, the world has nothing to offer me. I've just come to understand, every good and perfect gift comes
from my Father in Heaven.

Every good and perfect gift. The world has nothing for me. I suddenly began to see what David had when
his heart was right.

When his heart was right, it was, and having me in Heaven, I desire nothing upon me. And I began to see
that what a person needed to do when they had lost the revelation of Jesus Christ, what they needed in
their life was they need to be renewed. They needed the renewing of the Holy Spirit.

Do you remember what happened to David when he was unwise and he stayed in Jerusalem when it was
time when the rest of the kings went out to war and he was walking on the palace and he saw Bathsheba
and he called to her and he sinned with her and he murdered your husband and he lived this lie until a
child was born and the prophet came and reproved him. Do you remember what the Lord had Nathan say
to him? Why did you despise me? At one time, David, when his spirit and heart were right, said, and
having me in Heaven, I desire nothing upon me. When David's heart was right, it was, thy word is more
precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

When David's heart was right, is the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul, making wise the
simple, rejoicing the heart, enlightening the eyes, more to be desired are they than gold, even much fine
sweeter also than honey, than the honeycomb. When David's heart was right, he said, thou hast set my
heart free to run in the path of life. And in the fallen state of what he did, what it really indicated is he had
fallen from a great height.

He had left his first love. And the reason he did what he did was he no longer had intimacy with God. He
wasn't knowing the Father.

And what was his solution? What did he do? How did he address the problem when he really saw it and
was able to say, against thee and thee only have I sinned and done what is evil in thy sight. What was the
real great evil? It was wrong to commit adultery with Bathsheba. It was wrong.

It was wrong to murder her husband. But was that the greatest evil? You know what the greatest evil was?
To grow cold in your love. To desire anything more than to be pleasing to the Father.

And when he saw the real great evil, he addressed the real issue. And he said, create in me a clean heart.
And renew a right spirit within me.

In the right spirit, no one needs to tell me I should pray. I have always loved to do what I enjoy doing. No
one has to tell me.

I don't have a Randy in my life telling me I ought to read the Bible. I don't need one. I love the Scripture.
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The right spirit is Jesus Christ in me loving his Father. And so when I began to see brothers not doing well,
by revelation, I began to see what they needed help in. They lost sight.

They may remember the law. They may remember what it's like. They may be walking in a recollection of
things they had.

This is a dangerous thing. Even the Ephesian church. They tested false apostles and were able to discern
them to be false.

They endured hardship. They were even doing more than they were at first. And they had not grown
weary.

And they had done it. They were doing all of this having fallen from a great height. You see, the end of the
command is love.

And what had happened is they had left their first love. And when we see brothers and sisters struggling, if
they're struggling in an area of obedience, you know what the real struggle is? Faith is no longer working
through love. You know why? None of the Lord's commandments are burdensome.

Are they? Every word of God is flawless. What did Jesus say? My yoke is easy and my burden is light.
And when you take his yoke upon you and you learn of him, and you learn that he is meek and lowly of
heart, you find what for your soul? Rest.

And what happens is when you have lost sight of who Jesus Christ is and you've really fallen from a great
height, you begin to experience something. You begin to relate to a way of God that you will never prosper
in. And you'll see this happening in one another's lives.

And what God really wants us to do is learn how we can come together and make sure that no one
develops this sinful, unbelieving heart in departing from what? The living God? In departing from this
intimacy with God, departing from God himself, and just beginning to try to do what's right. Do you realize
that really that is the common evil in the world? The common denominator of all evil is they try to do what
is right, apart from an intimacy. So we must help one another to discover this.

What does this look like? I don't really have the full Old Testament that I want. Well, I have my Greek
Interlinear, but I want to have one of you brothers help me. Joey, you're right there.

Would you mind turning to Isaiah? Turn to Isaiah 28 and see what happens when you have really fallen
from a great height and you're no longer walking in an understanding of the love of God. And I believe this
will start in verse 13, I believe. Let's see.

No, I'm sorry. It's going to start in verse 9. If you would read through verse 13. Isaiah chapter 28, verses 9
through 13.

Go ahead. To whom would He teach knowledge, and to whom would He interpret the message? Those
just weaned from milk, those just taken from the breast? For He says, Order on order, order on order, line
on line, line on line, a little here, a little there. Indeed, He will speak to this people through stammering lips
and a foreign tongue.

He who said to them, Here is rest. Give rest to the weary, and here is repose. But they would not listen.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 9

So the word of the Lord to them will be, Order on order, order on order, line on line, line on line, a little
here, a little there, that they may go and stumble backward, be broken, snared, and taken captive. You
see what's happened when a people have rejected the real rest that God seeks to bring them into? You
see what the Scriptures become to him? What the relationship to God becomes? You understand a little
here, you understand a little there, you have a little victory here, you have a little victory there, you do this
a little and you do that a little, but you're going backward. If that's what it becomes to you, you're going
backward.

You're not prospering. And I can assure you that the walk in Jesus Christ, when you are genuinely growing
in the knowledge of God, you know what you're seeing it as? You are searching for the incomprehensible
riches in Jesus Christ. Just like Proverbs chapter 2 says this, My son, if you accept my words and store up
my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom, applying your heart to understanding, and if you call
out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden
treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God, for wisdom will
enter your heart and knowledge will be pleasant to your souls.

You know, one of the things that I've been encouraged by this weekend, at least yesterday and today, is to
see people hungering and thirsting after. To see people wanting to know Jesus Christ. A big change in the
last five years of my life was that I've seen the fruitlessness and the ineffectiveness of telling people what
they ought to do.

And instead, preaching to them the revelation of the riches of God in Jesus Christ. The glory of God is
seen in the face of Jesus Christ. And I'm reminded, as I begin to re-experience it in my own life, Jesus
said, I have come that they might have life and have it more abundantly.

And so what happens is I describe to them, not seeking to condemn any man, Jesus Christ said, for God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever should believe in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son to the world to what? To condemn the
world. He did not come to condemn the world.

The world was already under condemnation. Whoever has the Son has life. Whoever has not the Son
shall not see life.

But the wrath of God abideth on him already. The world is already condemned. I began to see that God
was in Christ not imputing men's trespasses, but reconciling them to Himself.

God was in Christ reconciling them to Himself, not imputing their trespasses. And this is what now I labor
to do when I see a brother or sister not doing well. I begin to see that what the real problem is is they have
lost sight of who the Father is.

They have lost sight of the revelation of the goodness of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Isn't that what
Paul said? That even if our Gospel is hidden, who's it hidden to? Those who are perishing. And why are
they perishing? It says because the God of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they
cannot see the light of the good news in the face of Christ.

So what I begin to try to labor to do with my brothers and sisters in the Spirit is I begin to share with them
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. I just begin to try to help them see how they have lost the
revelation of Jesus Christ. How Christ has become to them of none effect.
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And what it means when it says how they're developing this sinful, unbelieving heart and departing from
the living God. Because we know that it's in Hebrews where it says we're not to give up beating together
as a habit of some, but we're to exhort one another daily as long as it's called a day, lest anyone be
hardened by sin's deceitfulness. And it says we're to see to it that there be in none of us an evil,
unbelieving heart in departing from the living God.

Let me take you back to an example. Just to remind you, and I know you know these things. I kind of feel
like Peter.

I'm going to make every effort to remind you of these things even though I know you know them. And
some of you might be firmly established in the truth you now have. That's good.

I'm going to hit the nail on the head about three or four more times. You know, this is the obvious, but what
does it mean to have a sinful, unbelieving heart in departing from the living God? Take yourself back to a
time when there were a generation of men that God had called out of Egypt. Delivered them from the most
powerful nation on the face of the earth.

Celebrated the Passover with them. They were baptized into Moses, into the cloud, into the sea. God
literally manifested Himself in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.

Fed them daily with manna. Led them through a wilderness. Made sure that their shoes did not wear out,
their clothes did not wear out.

And He promised this entire generation of whom when they first came out of Egypt there were 603,050
men, 20 years old or more. And He said, I am taking you out of a land of Egypt and I'm bringing you into a
land flowing with milk and honey. A land where there's houses, cities built, houses filled with all kinds of
good things, orchards already in full production, fields already cleared and in cultivation.

And I'm bringing you into a place of rest. 603,050 men were all promised this. And after a period of time
when God showed Himself faithful and merciful to them, testing their hearts so that they would really know
their own heart, they came to the very border of Canaan and the Lord told them to spy on the land, to send
out men to give a report on the land.

And 12 men were chosen, one from each tribe. And they came back and 10 of the men gave a very factual
report that there were giants in the land, they were strong and they were tall, they lived in well-fortified
cities and that the difference in comparison between their size and ours was drastic. We were almost like
grasshoppers in their sight and that there's no way we can go up and do this in our own strength.

Was there anything inaccurate about that? No. A completely factual report. Void.

And when the people heard it, they wailed. They wailed in their tents and they murmured in their tents and
they said, why did the Lord bring us out here to die in the wilderness? It would have been better for us to
be slain by these people. It would have been better for us to just die in the wilderness.

And do you remember what God said? Because this was the time when He raised His hand and He swore
an oath and said, the first thing He asked the question, how long will it be ere this people believe in me?
What a sinful, unbelieving heart looks like in the eyes of God is to think that there's a single area in your
life where God is not more than powerful to drive it out and put it to death. I don't care what a problem, I
don't care if any of you here have ever had a problem with anger, depression, or anything else. There's
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not a single area in your old life that is stronger than the power of God.

I just tell my brothers and sisters, it doesn't matter. God is able to turn your weakness into His strength.
There's nothing difficult for God.

Have you ever wondered, I just try to help them come back to faith and not develop this unbelieving heart.
Because this is what happens when people begin to view the difficulties they're facing in their life as if it
were something difficult for God. How many of you believe that God has forgiven you of your sins? Okay,
do you believe that? Why do you believe that? What do you base that upon? You base that upon His
Word? Or do you base that upon something you feel? I think you base that upon His Word.

You've heard this of the Gospel. And when you heard the Gospel, you believe the Gospel. And you
believe that Jesus Christ died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.

And you simply receive the forgiveness of sins by faith. Have you ever wondered why if you can believe
that Jesus Christ forgave your sins by faith, why is it difficult for you to believe that Jesus Christ can free
you from your sins? Is it any more difficult if God is the only factor for you to be freed from your sins than it
is for you to be forgiven? There's two men who stand as a contrast. One who believed and one who
doubted.

One was a man named Abraham. God made a promise to him. And it said that I have made you a father
of many nations.

And so, what did Abraham do? How did he respond to that? It says, Abraham, it says, he faced the fact.
Actually, let's read it David. Romans chapter 4 if you would.

Turn to Romans chapter 4. Because I don't want to miss this. This is an example of what it really means to
have a believing heart when God has promised something. And this is faith working through love.

A believing heart. Romans chapter 4 verse 17, It is written, I have made you a father of many nations. He
is our Father in the sight of God in whom we believe, the God who gives life to the dead and calls the
things that are not as though they were.

So Abraham, in hope, against hope, he believes and he becomes the father of many nations just as it is
written, so shall your offspring be. And then it says, without being wavered by unbelief, without being
wavered by unbelief, he did not regard his body. Verse 18, who beyond hope and hope believed.

Verse 19, and not being wavered, where it says not weakening in faith, it's actually a passive. He was not
wavered by unbelief is the way I like to express it. And look what it says, he did not consider his own body.

And you know what? This is a revelation of Jesus Christ to me. Just by grace. I don't care.

I don't care if my body came from Adam. I'm not considering it. That's not the factor in my faith.

That's not a problem for God my father. He's able to make all grace abound to me in this body. In this
body, in this life, God is able to make all of his righteousness to abound.

I'm not considering my body. Abraham didn't. Neither did he consider the deadness of Sarah's womb.
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How would you know a womb is dead? It stops menstruation. Once menstruation is stopped, what does
that mean? There's no more ovulation. He knew.

He knew Sarah's womb. Sarah was not even producing eggs anymore. Did he consider it? No.

He didn't consider his own body. He did not consider the deadness of Sarah's womb. He goes on to say
that he did not consider his own body being worn out about 100 years old.

He did not consider the deadness of Sarah's womb. And he was not wavered through unbelief in the
promise of God, but was empowered by faith. That's how he was empowered.

He was empowered by faith and giving glory to God. This is what I began to see. And this is what I try to
help brothers come to see.

Listen. Stop looking at your body. Stop looking at your weakness.

Stop looking at how long you have been this or that. This is the only thing to consider. Has God promised
you freedom? Is God able to make all grace abound to you? When that becomes your focus, you stop
giving glory to Satan, you stop giving glory to Adam, you stop giving glory to sin, and you glorify God.

And in glorifying God, it's declared unto you as you believe. And what you believe comes about. He's
strengthened by faith.

And he becomes the father that God had declared him to be. That's how he became what God had said
he was. By faith.

And by faith, I am becoming the fullness of God in Jesus Christ. By faith. Because God is able to do what
he's promised in my life.

And this, when I see brothers struggling, I have to take them back to this, to these rudimentary principles
and introduce them to who the Father is and what the Father wants to do. The other man that we do not
want to be like, the opposite of Abraham, was a righteous man by the way. His name was Zacharias.

He was a father of John the Baptist. You remember how he responded? He was also spoken a promise by
God. And he was told that he was going to bear a son.

Or Elizabeth, his wife, was going to bear a son, even in his old age. And do you remember how he
responded? How shall I know these things? I'm an old man. So what did he consider? You see what he
was considering? He was considering his body.

And this is what I have found. That when a brother or sister is struggling, when they have begun to
struggle, their struggle is a struggle of faith. Faith is no longer working through life.

They have lost sight of who God is. And they're suddenly focused upon their circumstance, or they're
suddenly focused upon themselves. And they have lost faith.

And the evidence is, it's no longer a joy. You know, remember what Paul asked the Galatians? Wherein is
that sense of blessedness? One of the ways I think the NIV puts it is, what has happened to all of your
joy? Because when you are really believing, you experience what Paul said in Romans chapter 15, And
now may the God of all hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
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the power of the Holy Spirit. And when a person begins to be renewed in faith, one of the first things that
begins to happen is they begin to abound in hope, and in all joy and peace.

I mean, they begin to realize what God is going to do, and how He is going to fulfill the promise in their life.
And suddenly they want to know their Father, and they want to draw near, and they want to receive. And
so when you see one another, you see one another struggling in this area, what may the Lord really bring
us into an ability to help come alongside someone.

And you see what the Scripture says when it says, Lift up the hands that hang down, and strengthen the
feeble knees. Tell me a picture of when that actually happened in the Scripture. Yeah, Moses.

So what happens when a brother's hands hang down? What happened when Moses' hands were hanging
down? The enemies were winning. And so what happened is, they saw this, Moses just couldn't keep his
hands up, so they came alongside him and held up his hands. And when his hands were held up to God,
and he was looking to God, the victory was being won.

This is the victory that overcomes the world. Even our faith. Faith is being strengthened.

When we're helping one another lift up our hearts to God, our hands to God in faith, we're winning. But
then he even became tired of standing. His knees began to be weak.

They must have, I don't know what kind of strain he was under. So they just, what they did, they pulled up
beside something and helped his feeble knees. And they allowed him to sit.

You know, just to regain his strength. And as long as they were there, they won the battle. And when we
learn to really come alongside those who are weak in faith, and those whose heart to begin to develop, to
the extent we can, there comes a point in time when a person, if they persist in unbelief, we can't make
them believe.

But we can come alongside them and labor with them for their progress and joy in the faith. And to help
them make sure that they're coming to this, to coming to the place where they begin to be really fully
rooted and established in the faith. Because what really happens when they are really rooted and
established in the faith, they are experiencing the love of God.

And faith is working through love. And when faith is working through love, all the commandments are not
burdensome. They're a joy.

Prayer is a joy. I enjoy talking to my wife. It's not a chore.

No one has to tell me to talk to her. Why should anyone have to tell you to spend time with your father? If
you love him. When you have lost sight of his goodness, when you have lost sight of what he wants to do
in your life, what you need is a renewal.

You need to be renewed in the Holy Spirit. And I think this has been a big change in my life. This is where I
have seen brothers missing the mark.

And I've begun to see more of what's happening is they're no longer walking by faith. And I see what
they're doing. I see it.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 14

It's wrong. But instead of dealing with the fruit of it, I want to deal with the root of it. The root of it is a heart
that is turned away from the Father.

They're no longer seeking from the Father every good and perfect gift. And they've begun to seek to
replace those things with other things. Jesus Christ made this very clear.

When he was asked one time by his disciples, I believe it was Judas, not Judas Iscariot, but the other
Judas, Judas asked him, How come you tell us plainly? Or how come you intend to show yourself to us? It
is in John 14. But not to the world. Do you remember? Look at it with me.

In John 14 so you can see this. Do you remember what he answered them? What his answer was? The
question in John 14 is this. Yeah.

Verse 22. Well, I'll read verse 21. It sets it up.

He who has my commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves me. And he who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him. And Judas, not Iscariot, said to him,
Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us and not to the world? And here's how Jesus answered
him.

If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. Do you see what Jesus is saying? This is how he answers the question. How is it that
you will manifest yourself to us and not to the world? Well, if anyone loves me, he will keep my
commandments.

Was he saying, if anyone loves me, you must keep my commandments? Is that what he was saying? Or is
he describing the real fruit of what a real love will produce? He was saying, the reason I don't manifest
myself to the world is because they don't love me. I manifest myself to you because your love will cause
you to keep my commandments. Because then he goes on to say, in verse 24, he who does not love me
does not keep my words.

And the word which you hear is not mine, but the Father's who sent me. Why should Jesus reveal himself
to someone when the love is not there? Love is the foundation. The end of the commandment is love.

This is what God is seeking to produce in our hearts. The reason if any of us or anyone here or anyone we
know loves the world is only because the love of the Father is not in us. The reason we're loving the world
is because we don't know the love of the Father.

Look in 1 John actually and see this verse. I think I mentioned it yesterday, but look with me in this 1 John
chapter 2. And I want to explain how I used to say this. This is how I used to understand this and see this.

And I was so wrong in it. 1 John chapter 2 verse 3. Now by this we know that we know him if we keep his
commandments. If anyone says I know him and does not keep his commandments, he is a liar and the
truth is not in him.

Verse 5. But whoever keeps his word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we
are in him. I used to see this because it was such a reaction.

I was so reacting against the complacency and the hypocrisy I saw in the lives of other people that I would
hammer it. If you claim to know God and you don't keep his commandments, you're a liar. That's how I
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projected it onto them.

Instead of trying to help someone see. Don't you realize? To think you know the Father and you're not
keeping his commandments. You've deceived yourself.

You've lied to yourself. Because you see the next verse says. Verse 5. But whoever keeps his
commandments, what can you really tell? For the love of God has been perfected.

So what are you going to try to do? Are you going to try to perfect love by making the guy obey the
commandments? Is that the way to do it? Is that how you're going to grow into the love of God by obeying
the commandments? Or is it when a person is helped to be perfected in the love of God? That's when the
commandments are going to be. Do you see how it should be? When we help one another become rooted
and established in love. The way we relate to the commandments will become totally different.

See that? This has been the big change in my life. Now, just one last verse. I'd like you to turn to John 16.

Just one. The way this is expressed. From this, I just want to talk just a moment or two about the result of
what's going to happen when we fully realize these things.

Look in John 16, verse 27. Just to try to give a short example of the difference in the two Greek words for
love. One is agape.

One is phileo. I used to be mistaken to think that agape was the greatest love and phileo was a lesser
love. It's not that at all.

Phileo is a love that indicates a very tender, bonded relationship. One that's used to describe an intimacy
between two people. See it this way and understand.

I'm going to use the word phileo for love in this verse because that's what's used in the Greek. In John 16,
verse 27. It says, For the Father Himself phileos you.

He has an intimacy with you because you have phileoed me. You have an intimate love for me. You have
believed that I am from God and that I came forth from God.

This is what people are missing. They are missing this phileo love of Jesus Christ. Everyone who really
comes into this phileo love of Jesus Christ will experience this intimate love of the Father.

What I've become burdened for in the church is realizing what Jesus said was happening in the last day. If
the end of the commandment or the goal of the commandment is love. If what really causes the
commandments of God to be fully met or for a person to fully begin to obey God's commandment is love
being perfected in their heart.

If being able to fully grasp the love of Christ and to be rooted and established in love is what really brings
us into the measure of all the fullness of Christ. What I realize is what needs to be done is to save men
from what's actually happening in the last day. Because Jesus warned, because of the increase of
lawlessness, it's the love of the many that wax.

Men stop loving God and their hearts begin to be drawn to other things. They lose sight of the goodness
and the glory of God and the riches of knowing Jesus Christ. I've just had this burden to help remind them.
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Do you remember something? While you were yet sinners, Christ died for you. Isn't this how God
demonstrates his love for us? While you were yet sinners, Christ died for you. It's very possible that one
might die for a good man.

But God demonstrates his love for us. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Brother Randy read
the verse earlier.

God chose his love for us. He laid down his life for us. In 1 John chapter 3 he said, I'll read it again.

He read this verse. By this we have known love. That one laid down his life for us.

So also we ought to lay down our life for our brothers. So can I just encourage you as a fellowship?
Especially those that God has already given you. That when you see a brother or sister and they're caught
in a trespass.

Or you can tell by the way they're walking that they're no longer walking in obedience. To in wisdom by the
Holy Spirit. Come alongside them and love them like Jesus Christ has loved you.

How did Jesus Christ begin to love you? First of all, he began to help you see how you were missing the
mark. How much better a life the Father had for you. You began to see that the enemy had come to steal
and kill and destroy from you.

He began to show you that the Father longed for you to be set free from sin. And this empty way of life
handed down to you from your forefathers. And to restore you to a life of intimacy with him.

And set you free and fill you with all joy and peace in believing. And when I began to just help seek to
restore brothers and sisters in this. I find that, kind of like this little, one time I was with this friend of mine.

And his little boy was carrying this sharp stick. He was about three year old. And he just, we were afraid
that he was running around with it.

He could fall and he could trip himself on it. And he had been sick for about two days with high fever. And
this was the first day that he was beginning to feel better.

His little boy's name was Caleb. And so the Father didn't, we were kind of both happy. They were staying
at my guest house.

And the Father was really happy that his son was playing. And so he didn't, he was kind of reluctant to
grab the stick. And so we just, we solved the problem pretty easily.

By just walking over to the table and getting a cookie. We brought back a cookie and just held out the
cookie. And immediately the stick was dropped.

And so it's just an example of when you see one another struggle. And a brother or sister is not doing well.
When you learn about the Spirit of God.

Learn to know one another after the Spirit. Learn how to come alongside one another in Spirit. And help
one another see.

Plead in love and wisdom and understanding. Help your brother or sister see that they're missing. They've
lost sight of the Father.
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And help restore them. Restore them to faith working through love. And what you're going to begin to see
is.

Then a person will begin to again abound in grace. And abound in joy. And go from hope unto hope.

And from glory unto glory.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/20/SID20424.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/alan-martin/the-love-of-the-father/
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