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Believing That God Is
by Allan Halton

Believing that God is means having an expectation of faith in our daily lives, and it is essential to please Him

and experience His rewards.

Scripture: Genesis 5:24, Psalm 44:1, Mark 9:23, Hebrews 11:5-6, James 1:6

Topics: "Faith And Trust", "Gods Presence"

Description

Allan Halton preaches on the faith of Enoch, emphasizing that Enoch pleased God because he walked by
faith, believing in a God who is present and active in the present day. The writer of Hebrews highlights that
without faith, it is impossible to please God, and Enoch's translation was a result of his daily walk of faith.
The sermon challenges believers to not just believe that God existed in the past but to have faith in a God
who is actively working in the present, rewarding those who diligently seek Him.

Transcript

The writer of Hebrews commends to us Enoch, who "by faith was translated (transferred) that he should
not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him. For, before his translation he had this
testimony, that he pleased God" (Heb. 11.5).

I wonder why the word for is there. "For, before his translation..." That seems to be the emphasis of the
Spirit-inspired writer. Enoch was translated because before he was translated he pleased God. But then
the writer goes on to say:

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for He that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him (Heb. 11.6).

Meaning, if Enoch had the testimony that He pleased God, it could only be because he was walking by
faith. For without faith it is impossible to please Him. Enoch was translated because in his day-by-day walk
with God, he entered into a faith that enabled God to do something very powerful, transcendent, prophetic.

The other day I was dwelling on this passage and wondering if there wasn't more to believing that God is
than merely believing He exists. It seems so obvious we must believe He exists that it hardly needs
stating. Suddenly the "light bulb" came on. It's easy enough to believe that God was. What about believing
God is? We have countless testimonies from the past of the wonderful and mighty things God did in a
previous day. Our present-day denominations are proof that God was. He was the God who restored
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justification by faith to His church; He was the God who restored baptism by immersion. He was the God
who moved mightily in the days of the Wesleys; He was the God who returned Pentecost to His
people--the baptism of the Holy Spirit; He was the God who opened His heavenly storehouse and lavished
the gifts of the Spirit on His people--the charismata. We love to read the stories of the mighty healing
evangelists of yesteryear. In more recent decades He raised up powerful ministries of teaching. All this
and more was opened up for our enrichment by people who in their day believed that God is. They
believed. They sought Him diligently. They were rewarded for their faith and seeking.

But the same God who to Christians of a previous day was the God who is... do we have the same
expectation of faith in our own day? Or has God become for most of us the God who was. All around us
we see churches that owe their existence to the God who was. And we are thankful for what God has
done in the past, and rejoice in it. But it was with a plaintive note that the psalmist came to God reminding
Him of what He had done in the days of his fathers:

We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work Thou didst in their days, in the
times of old (Ps. 44.1).

In other words, what about my day, Lord? What about today?

It's interesting how the Genesis account about Enoch reads. It says, "Enoch lived sixty and five years, and
begat Methuselah" (Gen. 5.21). Then it goes on, "And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah
three hundred years..." This is a dramatic change from what is recorded of the other patriarchs. Of them it
reads only that they lived after they begat an heir... not that they walked with God. The record of Enoch
stands out in blinking lights. Enoch, we read, "walked with God after he begat..." (Gen. 5.24).

This has to imply that Enoch was not just living life as it came along like the others were. When he woke
up in the morning he expected to walk with the living God--and who knows the potential involved in this.
He believed in a God who is... day after day after day. Enoch's God was not confined to yesterday's
revelation, nor to yesterday's experience. The God with whom Enoch walked yesterday... he continued to
walk with Him each new and unfolding day.

God was pleased with him because of it.

Let this same desire to please the living God be our own pursuit. Let us believe that He is. Let us seek
Him. He will reward us. We'll still rejoice for what He did yesterday. But we'll be rewarded with what He
greatly longs to do today.

And what does He long to do today? The answer to this question will be discovered only by those who
come to Him, believing that He is, and therefore diligently seeking Him.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/allan-halton/believing-that-god-is/
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