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How Does God Bring Us In?
by Andrew Murray

God's power can bring usinto rest and blessing, but we must trust in Him and follow Him by faith.

Scripture: Joshua 3:15
Topics: "Trust in God", "Faith"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the necessity of fully committing ourselves to God in order to enter into His
rest and victory. He draws parallels between the Israelites crossing the swollen Jordan River and our own
journey of faith, encouraging believers to trust in God's power to lead them through seemingly impossible
challenges. Murray reminds us that just as God was with Joshua and the Israelites, He is with us today,
ready to guide us into a place of peace and blessing if we surrender to Him. He calls on those who feel
trapped in their wilderness of sin and doubt to step forward in faith, trusting that God will make a way. The
sermon concludes with an invitation to those hesitating to take the leap of faith and follow God into the
promised land.

Transcript

By leading us in a very definite act, viz., that of committing ourselves wholly to Him;-entrusting ourselves
to Him, that He may bring us into the land of rest, and keep us in.

You remember that the Jordan at the time of harvest overflowed its banks. The hundreds of thousands of
Israel were on the side of the river from Canaan. They were told that tomorrow, God would do wonderful
things for them. The trumpet would sound, and the priests would take up the ark-the symbol of God's
presence-and pass over before the people. But there lay the swollen river still. If there still unbelieving
children among the the people, they would say, "What fools, to attempt to cross now! This is not the time
to attempt fording the river, for it is now twenty feet deep." But the believing people gathered together
behind the priests with the ark. They obeyed the command of Joshua to advance; but they knew not what
God was going to do? The priests walked right into the water, and the hearts of some began to tremble.
They would perhaps ask, "Where is the rod of Moses?" But, as the priests walked straight on and stepped
into the water, the waters rose up on the upper side in to a high wall, and flowed away on the other side,
and a clear passage was made for the whole camp. Now, it was God that did this for the people; and it
was because Joshua and the people believed and obeyed God. The same God will do it to-day, if we
believe and trust Him.
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Am | addressing a soul who is saying:-1 remember how God first brought me out of the land of bondage. |
was in complete darkness of soul and was deeply troubled. | did not at first believe that God could take me
out, and that | could become a child of God. But, at last, God took me and brought me to trust in Jesus,
and He led me out safely." Friend, you have the same God now who brought you out of bondage with a
high hand; and can lead you into the place of rest. Look to Him and say, "O God, make an end of my
wilderness life-my sinful and unbelieving life,-a life of grieving Thee. Oh, bring me to-day into the land of
victory and rest and blessing!" Is this the prayer of your hearts, dear friends? Are you going to give up
yourselves to Him to do this for you? Can you trust Him that He is able and willing to do it for you. He can
take you through the swollen river this very moment;-yes, this very moment.

And He can do more: After Israel had crossed the river, the Captain of the Lord's host had to come and
encourage Joshua, promising to take charge of the army and remain with them. You need the power of
God's Spirit to enable you to overcome sin and temptation. You need to live in His fellowship-in His
unbroken fellowship, without which you cannot stand or conquer. If you are to venture to-day, say by faith
"My God, | know that Jesus Christ is willing to be the Captain of my salvation, and to conquer every enemy
for me, He will keep me by faith and by His Holy Spirit; and though it be dark to me, and as if the waters
would pass over my soul, and though my condition seem hopeless, | will walk forward, for God is going to
bring me in to-day, and | am going to follow Him. My God, | follow Thee now into the promised land."

Perhaps some have already entered in, and the angels have seen them, while they have been reading
these solemn words. Is there anyone still hesitating because the waters of Jordan look threatening and
impassable?

Oh! come, beloved soul; come at once, and doubt not.
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