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Prayer and the Glory of God

by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray emphasizes the importance of glorifying God in prayer and the necessity of unwavering faith
and patience in seeking His will.

Scripture: Psalm 37:4, Matthew 6:33, Mark 11:24, John 14:13-14, Romans 8:28, Philippians 4:6-7, 1 Thessalonians 5:17,
Hebrews 11:1, James 4:3, 1 John 5:14-15
Topics: "Trust in God", "Prayer"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the necessity of making the glorification of God the primary focus of our
prayers. He illustrates this through the life of George Muller, who dedicated his prayer life to demonstrate
God's faithfulness and glory, particularly in his work with orphans. Murray stresses that true prayer must
be rooted in a spirit of selflessness, seeking God's glory rather than personal gain, and encourages
believers to persist in prayer with unwavering faith, even when answers seem delayed. He reminds us that
God is still active and willing to respond to those who trust in Him, and that prayer is a powerful instrument
for achieving God's purposes. Ultimately, the sermon calls for a deeper commitment to prayer that
magnifies God's name and reflects His faithfulness.

Transcript

...to make the glorifying of God his first and only object.

We have sought more than once to enforce the truth, that while we ordinarily seek the reasons of our
prayers not being heard in the thing we ask not being according to the will of God, Scripture warns us to
find the cause in ourselves, in our not being in the right state or not asking in the right spirit. The thing may
be in full accordance with His will, but the asking, the spirit of the supplicant, not; then we are not heard.
As the great root of all sin is self and self-seeking, so there is nothing that even in our more spiritual
desires so effectually hinders God in answering as this: we pray for our own pleasure or glory. Prayer to
have power and prevail must ask for the glory of God; and he can only do this as he is living for God's

glory.

In George Muller we have one of the most remarkable instances on record of God's Holy Spirit leading a
man deliberately and systematically, at the outset of a course of prayer, to make the glorifying of God his
first and only object. Let us ponder well what he says, and learn the lesson God would teach us through
him:--
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...to have their faith strengthened.

‘| had constantly cases brought before me, which proved that one of the especial things which the children
of God needed in our day, was to have their faith strengthened.

‘| longed, therefore, to have something to point my brethren to, as a visible proof that our God and Father
is the same faithful God as ever He was; as willing as ever to Prove Himself to be the Living God in our
day as formerly, to all who put their trust in Him.

...being able to take God at His word and rely upon it.

'‘My spirit longed to be instrumental in strengthening their faith, by giving them not only instances from the
word of God, of His willingness and ability to help all who rely upon Him, but to show them by proofs that
He is the same in our day. | knew that the word of God ought to be enough, and it was by grace enough
for me; but still I considered | ought to lend a helping hand to my brethren.

'| therefore judged myself bound to be the servant of the Church of Christ, in the particular point in which |
had obtained mercy; namely, in being able to take God at His word and rely upon it. The first object of the
work was, and is still: that God might be magnified by the fact that the orphans under my care are provided
with all they need, only by prayer and faith, without any one being asked; thereby it may be seen that God
is Faithful Still, and Hears Prayer Still.

...a practical demonstration as to what could be accomplished simply through the instrumentality of prayer
and faith...

'I have again these last days prayed much about the Orphan House, and have frequently examined my
heart; that if it were at all my desire to establish it for the sake of gratifying myself, | might find it out. For as
| desire only the Lord's glory, | shall be glad to be instructed by the instrumentality of my brother, if the
matter be not of Him.

'When | began the Orphan work in 1835, my chief object was the glory of God, by giving a practical
demonstration as to what could be accomplished simply through the instrumentality of prayer and faith, in
order thus to benefit the Church at large, and to lead a careless world to see the reality of the things of
God, by showing them in this work, that the living God is still, as 4,000 years ago, the living God. This my
aim has been abundantly honoured.

Multitudes of sinners have been thus converted...

Multitudes of sinners have been thus converted, multitudes of the children of God in all parts of the world
have been benefited by this work, even as | had anticipated.

But the larger the work as grown, the greater has been the blessing, bestowed in the very way in which |
looked for blessing: for the attention of hundreds of thousands has been drawn to the work; and many tens
of thousands have come to see it.

...how much one poor man, simply by trusting in God, can bring about by prayer...

All this leads me to desire further and further to labour on in this way, in order to bring yet greater glory to
the Name of the Lord. That He may be looked at, magnified, admired, trusted in, relied on at all times, is
my aim in this service; and so particularly in this intended enlargement.
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That it may be seen how much one poor man, simply by trusting in God, can bring about by prayer; and
that thus other children of God may be led to carry on the work of God in dependence upon Him; and that
children of God may be led increasingly to trust in Him in their individual positions and circumstances,
therefore | am led to this further enlargement.’

PRAYER AND TRUST IN GOD
...we must not allow ourselves by any delay or unfavourable appearances be shaken in our faith.

There are other points on which | would be glad to point out what is to be found in Mr. Muller's narrative,
but one more must suffice. It is the lesson of firm and unwavering trust in God's promise as the secret of
persevering prayer. If once we have, in submission to the teaching of the Spirit in the word, taken hold of
God's promise, and believed that the Father has heard us, we must not allow ourselves by any delay or
unfavourable appearances be shaken in our faith.

"The full answer to my daily prayers was far from being realized; yet there was abundant encouragement
granted by the Lord, to continue in prayer. But suppose, even, that far less had come in than was
received, still, after having come to the conclusion, upon scriptural grounds, after much prayer and
self-examination, | ought to have gone on without wavering, in the exercise of faith and patience
concerning this object; and thus all the children of God, when once satisfied that anything which they bring
before God in prayer, is according to His will, ought to continue in believing, expecting, persevering prayer
until the blessing is granted.

Thus am | myself now waiting upon God for certain blessings, for which | have daily besought Him for ten
years and six months without one day's intermission.

Thus am | myself now waiting upon God for certain blessings, for which | have daily besought Him for ten
years and six months without one day's intermission. Still the full answer is not yet given concerning the
conversion of certain individuals, though in the meantime | have received many thousands of answers to
prayer.

| have also prayed daily without intermission for the conversion of other individuals about ten years, for
others six or seven years, for others from three or two years; and still the answer is not yet granted
concerning those persons, while in the meantime many thousands of my prayers have been answered,
and also souls converted, for whom | had been praying.

...patience and faith may be exercised for many years...

| lay particular stress on this for the benefit of those who may suppose that | need only to ask of God, and
receive at once; or that | might pray concerning anything, and the answer would surely come.

One can only expect to obtain answers to prayers which are according to the mind of God; and even then,
patience and faith may be exercised for many years, even as mine are exercised, in the matter to which |
have referred; and yet am | daily continuing in prayer, and expecting the answer, and so surely expecting
the answer, that | have often thanked God that He will surely give it, though now for nineteen years faith
and patience have thus been exercised.

Be encouraged, dear Christians, with fresh earnestness to give yourselves to prayer, if you can only be
sure that you ask things which are for the glory of God.
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... £6, 6s. 6d. from Scotland supplied me, as far as can be known now, with all the means necessary for
fitting up and promoting the New Orphan Houses.

'‘But the most remarkable point is this, that £6, 6s. 6d. from Scotland supplied me, as far as can be known
now, with all the means necessary for fitting up and promoting the New Orphan Houses. Six years and
eight months | have been day by day, and generally several times daily, asking the Lord to give me the
needed means for this enlargement of the Orphan work, which, according to calculations made in the
spring of 1861, appeared to be about fifty thousand pounds: the total of this amount | had now received.

| praise and magnify the Lord for putting this enlargement of the work into my heart, and for giving me
courage and faith for it; and above all, for sustaining my faith day by day without wavering. When the last
portion of the money was received, | was no more assured concerning the whole, that | was at the time |
had not received one single donation towards this large sum.

| was...as fully assured that He would bring it about, as if the two houses, with their hundreds of orphans
occupying them, had been already before me.

| was at the beginning, after once having ascertained His mind, through most patient and heart-searching
waiting upon God, as fully assured that He would bring it about, as if the two houses, with their hundreds
of orphans occupying them, had been already before me. | make a few remarks here for the sake of young
believers in connection with this subject:

1. Be slow to take new steps in the Lord's service, or in your business, or in your families: weigh
everything well; weigh all in the light of the Holy Scriptures and in the fear of God.

2. Seek to have no will of your own, in order to ascertain the mind of God, regarding any steps you
propose taking, so that you can honestly say you are willing to do the will of God, if He will only please to
instruct you.

3. But when you have found out what the will of God is, seek for His help, and seek it earnestly,
perseveringly, patiently, believingly, expectantly; and you will surely in His own time and way obtain it.

All these are met by prayer and faith, our universal remedy; and we have never been confounded.

"To suppose that we have difficulty about money only would be a mistake: there occur hundreds of other
wants and of other difficulties. It is a rare thing that a day occurs without some difficulty or some want; but
often there are many difficulties and many wants to be met and overcome the same day. All these are met
by prayer and faith, our universal remedy; and we have never been confounded.

Patient, persevering, believing prayer, offered up to God, in the Name of the Lord Jesus, has always,
sooner or later, brought the blessing. | do not despair, by God's grace, of obtaining any blessing, provided
| can be sure it would be for any real good, and for the glory of God.
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