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The Faith of Abel
by Andrew Murray

Faith means sacrifice, and it requires giving as well as receiving in order to be acceptable to God.

Scripture: Genesis 4:4, Matthew 16:24, Luke 9:23, John 3:16, Romans 12:1, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Ephesians 5:2, Philippians
3:8, Hebrews 11:4, 1 Peter 2:5

Topics: "Faith", "Sacrifice"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes that true faith involves sacrifice, highlighting that faith is not only about
receiving from God but also about giving oneself fully to Him. He explains that we often fail to receive
because we attempt to do so without the necessary act of giving, which is essential for a genuine
relationship with God. The essence of worship is found in sacrifice, as it reflects our commitment and hope
in God. Abel's choice to offer a lamb instead of himself illustrates the understanding of sin and the need for
a worthy sacrifice to be accepted by God. Ultimately, through faith and sacrifice, we find righteousness
and acceptance in God's sight.

Transcript

Faith means sacrifice. We are so accustomed to think of faith as the opened hand or heart which receives
and takes in what God gives that we forget that faith in its deepest meaning consists of giving as well as
receiving. In fact we cannot receive until we give, and we cannot receive more than we give. The reason
why our faith so often fails in its attempts to receive is that it wants to do so without the giving. Faith means
sacrifice: the going out of self, the giving up of self, in order to find one's hopes and life in another. The
very first element of worship is sacrifice, because it is the simple and complete expression of what God
claims, of our relation to him and our hope in him. As the life of faith grows stronger in us and its heavenly
significance becomes clearer, we shall see that sacrifice is its strength and value. By faith we offer a
sacrifice which is acceptable to God, and this assures us that we are righteous and pleasing in his sight.

Faith finds the lamb for the sacrifice. Why didn't Abel just bow before God and give himself to him as a
living sacrifice? Why did he not simply, in an act of consecration and self-dedication, offer himself to the
Lord, utterly and entirely? What prompted him to seek a lamb and shed its blood and lay its body before
God to be consumed? The reason was this: Abel felt himself to be a sinner. He knew that his sinful life
could not be a sacrifice which was acceptable to God.

(Excerpted from The Promise of the Spirit, pg. 71)
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