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The Freedom of the Christian
by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray's sermon emphasi zes the profound freedom believers have in Christ from sin, the law, and the
law of sin, empowering themto live fully for God.

Scripture: John 8:36, Romans 6:18, Romans 7:6, Romans 8:2, 1 Corinthians 15:56, 2 Corinthians 2:14, 2 Corinthians 3:17,
Galatians 5:18, Philippians 4:13
Topics: "Empowerment by the Holy Spirit", "Christian Freedom"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the profound privilege of freedom for Christians, illustrating that true freedom
is liberation from sin, the law, and the law of sin through Christ. He explains that while sin seeks to
dominate, believers can claim their freedom by faith, recognizing that they are no longer under the law's
condemnation. Murray highlights that the Holy Spirit empowers Christians to live in this freedom, enabling
them to fulfill their God-given potential without hindrance. He draws parallels between the Israelites’
exodus from Egypt and the believer's spiritual liberation, underscoring the importance of understanding
and embracing this freedom. Ultimately, he calls for believers to live joyfully in the freedom provided by
Christ, serving God without restraint.

Transcript

"Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. Being made free from sin, Ye
have your fruit unto holiness" Romans 6:18,22.

"But now we are delivered from the law" Romans 7:6.
"The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death" Romans 8:2.

Freedom is counted in Scripture as one of the greatest privileges of the child of God. Throughout history,
there is nothing for which nations have made great sacrifices except freedom. Slavery is the lowest
condition into which man can sink, for in it he can no longer govern himself. Freedom is the deepest need
of his nature.

To be free, then, is the condition in which anything can develop itself according to the law of its
nature--according to its own disposition. Without freedom nothing can attain its destiny or become what it
should be. This is true of the animal and man, of the worldly and the spiritual alike. It was for this reason
that God chose the redemption of Israel out of the slavery of Egypt and into the glorious liberty of the
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promised land as the everlasting example of redemption out of the slavery of sin and into the liberty of the
children of God.1 On this account, Jesus said, "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed" (John 8:36). And the Holy Scriptures teach us to stand firmly in the freedom with which Christ
made us free. Complete insight into this freedom opens up to us one of the greatest glories of the life that
the grace of God has prepared for us.2

There are three passages from the Epistle to the Romans which speak of our sanctification through a
threefold freedom. There is freedom from sin in the sixth chapter, freedom from the law in the seventh,
and freedom from the law of sin in the eighth.

There is freedom from sin (Romans 6:7,18,22). Sin is represented as a power that rules over man, and
under which he is brought and taken captive: It urges him to be a slave to evil.3 By the death of Christ and
in Christ, the believer--who is one with Him--is made entirely free from the dominion of sin. It has no more
power over him. If, then, he still sins, it is because he permits sin still to rule over him, not knowing his
freedom by faith. But if by faith he fully accepts what the Word of God thus confirms, then sin has no
power over him. He overcomes it by the faith that he is made free from it.4

Then there is freedom from the law. This leads us deeper into the life of grace than freedom from sin.
According to Scripture, law and sin always go together. "The strength of sin is the law" (I Corinthians
15:56). The law does nothing but make the offence greater.5 The law reveals our sinfulness. It cannot help
us against sin; rather, with its demand for perfect obedience, it hopelessly gives us over to the power of
sin. The Christian who does not realise that he is made free from the law will still always abide under sin.6
Christ and the law cannot rule over us together. In every endeavour to fulfil the law as believers, we are
taken captive by sin.7 The Christian must know that he is entirely free from the law--from the you must that
stands around us and over us. Then, for the first time, he will know what it is to be free from sin.

Then there is also freedom from the law of sin--actual liberation from the power of sin in our members.
What we have in Christ, freedom from sin and from the law, is inwardly appropriated for us by the Spirit of
God. "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.” The
Holy Spirit in us takes the place of the law over us. "If ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law"
(Galatians 5:18). Freedom from the law is not anything external. Instead, it takes place according to the
amount of dominion and leading of the Spirit within us. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty" (2
Corinthians 3:17). Accordingly, as the law of the Spirit rules in us, we are made free from the law, and from
the law of sin. We are then free to do what we, as God's children, would gladly do--serve God.

Free expresses a condition in which nothing hinders me from being what | could and should be. In other
words, free is to be able to do what | desire. The power of sin over us, the power of the law against us, and
the power of the law of sin in us, hinder us. But he who stands in the freedom of the Holy Spirit--he who is
then truly free--cannot be prevented or hindered from being what he could and should be. As it is the
nature of a tree to grow upwards--free from all hindrances--so a child of God then grows to what he should
and will be. As the Holy Spirit leads him into this freedom, the joyful consciousness of his strength for the
life of faith springs up. He shouts joyfully, "I can do all things through Him which strengtheneth me"
(Philippians 4:13). "Thanks be unto God which always causeth us to triumph in Christ* (2 Corinthians
2:14).

Son of God, anointed with the Spirit to announce freedom to the captives, make me also truly free. Let the
Spirit of life in You, my Lord, make me free from the law of sin and of death. | am Your ransomed one. Let
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me live as Your freed one, who is hindered by nothing from serving You. Amen.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/andrew-murray/the-freedom-of-the-christian/
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