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The Life of Faith
by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray emphasizes the necessity of living by faith in Christ for both justification and daily

sanctification.

Scripture: Habakkuk 2:4, Romans 7:6, Galatians 2:20, Ephesians 2:8

Topics: "Faith", "Grace vs. Law"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes that the life of a believer is sustained by faith, as stated in Habakkuk 2:4. He
explains that this faith is not just for justification at conversion but is essential for every moment of a
Christian's life, empowering them to live according to God's will. Murray contrasts the grace that comes
through faith with the law that demands works, urging believers to rely on Christ's strength rather than
their own. He encourages Christians to surrender their lives to Christ, allowing Him to work through them
by faith. Ultimately, the message is about living a life of joyful trust in Jesus, who is our source of strength
and power.

Transcript

"The just shall live by his faith" Habakkuk 2:4.

"We are delivered from the law, that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the
letter" Romans 7:6.

"I live; and yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me" Galatians 2:20.

The word from Habakkuk is quoted three times in the New Testament as the divine representation of
salvation in Christ by faith alone.1 But that word is very often misunderstood--as if it ran, Man will be
justified by faith on his conversion. The word includes this, but signifies much more. It says that the just
will live by faith--the whole life of the righteous, from moment to moment, will be by faith.2

As presented in God's Word, we all know how sharp the opposition is between the grace that comes by
faith and the law that demands our works. This is generally noted with reference to justification. But that
distinction holds just as much for the whole life of sanctification. The just will live by faith alone. That is,
they will have power to live according to the will of God. At his conversion, the sinner found it necessary to
understand that there was nothing good in him--that he must receive grace as one who was powerless
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and godless. As a believer, he must understand just as clearly that in him there is nothing good--that every
moment he must receive his power for good from above.3 And his work must therefore be to look up and
believe and receive his power from above--from his Lord in heaven--every morning and every hour. I am
not to do what I can, and hope in the Lord to supply strength. No, as one who has been dead--literally able
for nothing in himself, and whose life is in his Lord above--I am to lean by faith on Him who will work
mightily in me.4

Happy is the Christian who understands that his greatest danger is to fall under the law--to be eager to
serve God in the flesh with his own strength. Happy is he when he realises that he is not under the
law--which demands and yet is powerless through the flesh--but is under grace where he simply has to
receive what has been given. Happy is he when he fully accepts for himself the promise of the Spirit who
transfers all that is in Christ to him. Yes, happy is he when he understands what it is to live by faith--to
serve, not in the oldness of the letter, but in the newness of the Spirit.5

Let us make the words of Paul our own. They present the true life of faith to us, "I am crucified with Christ;
nevertheless I live" (Galatians 2:20). Not only my sin, but my flesh, all that is of myself--my own living and
willing, my own power and working--I have given up to death. I no longer live of myself. I cannot. I will not
live or do anything.6 Christ lives in me. He Himself--by His Spirit--is my power, and teaches and
strengthens me to live as I ought to. And that life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in Him. It is my
responsibility to believe in Him to work the willing as well as the accomplishment.

Young Christian, let this life of faith be your faith.

Lord Jesus, You are my life. Yes, my life. You live in me, and are willing to take my whole life into Your
own hands. And my whole life may be a joyful trust and experience that You are working all in me daily.

Precious Lord, to that life of faith I will surrender myself. Yes, to You I surrender myself, to teach me and to
reveal Yourself fully in me. Amen.
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