| sermon JeSl

The Milk of the Word

by Andrew Murray

Andrew Murray emphasizes the importance of spiritual nourishment from Scripture for young Christians to
grow in their faith and relationship with God.

Scripture: Psalm 119:105, Matthew 4:4, John 1:12, Romans 10:17, 1 Corinthians 3:1-2, Ephesians 4:15, Colossians 3:16,
Hebrews 5:12-14, 1 Peter 2:2, 2 Peter 3:18

Topics: "The Word of God", "Spiritual Growth"

Description

Andrew Murray emphasizes the importance of young Christians recognizing their identity as children of
God and the necessity of spiritual growth through the Word. He encourages believers to acknowledge
their weakness and dependence on God while striving for strength and maturity in faith. Murray illustrates
that just as a newborn requires milk for growth, Christians must desire the 'sincere milk of the Word' to
sustain their spiritual lives. He reassures that the Word of God, like a mother's milk, is gentle yet powerful,
providing the nourishment needed for spiritual development. Ultimately, he calls on young believers to
embrace the Word with eagerness and trust, fostering a deep fellowship with God.

Transcript

"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation" 1 Peter
2:2.

Beloved young Christians, hear what your Father has to say in this word. You have just recently given
yourselves to the Lord and have believed that He has received you. You have received the new life from
God. You are now as newborn infants. He will teach you in this word what is necessary so that you may
grow strong.

The first point is: you must know that you are God's children. Hear how distinctly Peter says this to those
just converted: "You have been born again,” "you are newborn infants," "you are now converted," "you are
now the people of God."1 A Christian, however young and weak, must know that he is God's child. Only
then can he have the courage to believe that he will make progress and the boldness to use the food
provided in the Word. All Scripture teaches us that we must know and can know that we are children of
God.2 The assurance of faith is indispensable for a healthy, powerful growth in the Lord.3

The second point which this word teaches you is: you are still very weak, weak as newborn children. The
joy and love which a new convert sometimes experiences do indeed make him think that he is very strong.
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He runs the risk of exalting himself and of trusting in what he experiences. He should nevertheless learn
much about how he should become strong in his Lord Jesus. Endeavor to deeply feel that you are still
young and weak.4 Out of this sense of weakness comes the humility which has nothing in itself.5 It
therefore expects all from its Lord.6

The third lesson is: the young Christian must not remain weak. He must make progress and become
strong. He must grow and increase in grace. God lays it upon us as a command. Concerning this point,
His Word gives us the most glorious promises. It lies in the nature of the thing--a child of God must and
can make progress. The new life is a life that is healthy and strong. When a disciple surrenders himself to
it, the growth certainly follows.7

The fourth and principal lesson, the lesson which young disciples of Christ have the most need of, is: it is
through the milk of the Word that God's newborn infants can grow. The new life from the Spirit of God can
be sustained only by the Word of God. Your life, my young brothers and sisters, will largely depend on
whether you learn to deal wisely and well with God's Word, whether you learn to use the Word from the
beginning as your milk.8

See what a charming parable the Lord has given us here in the mother's milk. Out of her own life does the
mother give food and life to her child. The feeding of the child is the work of the tenderest love. The child is
pressed to the breast and is held in the closest fellowship with the mother. The milk is just what the weak
child requires, food--gentle and yet strong.

Even so, the very life and power of God is found in His Word.9 Through the Word, His tender love will
receive us into the gentlest and most intimate fellowship with Himself.10 From the Word, His love will give
us what is needed for our weakness. Let no one suppose that the Word is too high or too hard for him. For
the disciple who receives the Word and trustfully relies on Jesus to teach him by the Spirit, the Word of
God will prove to be as gentle, sweet milk for newborn infants.11

Dear young Christians, would you continue standing, would you become strong, would you always live for
the Lord? Then hear this day the voice of your Father-"As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
Word." Receive this Word into your heart and hold it firmly as the voice of your Father. Your spiritual life
will depend on your use of the Word of God. Let the Word of God be precious to you above everything.12

Above all, do not forget, the Word is the milk. The sucking or drinking on the part of the little child is the
inner, living, blessed fellowship with the mother's love. Through the Holy Spirit, your use of the milk of the
Word can become warm, living fellowship with the living love of your God. Long very eagerly for the milk.
Do not consider the Word something hard and troublesome to understand-in that way you lose all delight
in it. Receive it with trust in the love of the living God. With a tender motherly love, the Spirit of God will
teach and help you in your weakness. Always believe that the Spirit will make the Word in you life and
joy-a blessed fellowship with your God.

Precious Savior, You have taught me to believe Your Word, and You have made me a child of God by that
faith. Through that Word, as the milk of the newborn babes, You will also feed me. Lord, for this milk | will
be very eager. | will long after it everyday.

Teach me, through the Holy Spirit and the Word,to walk and converse everyday in living fellowship with
the love of the Father. Teach me to always believe that the Spirit has been given to me with the Word.
Amen.
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