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Head or Heart?
by Anne Dutton

The sermon emphasizes the importance of having a heart knowledge of gospel truth, which is a spiritual

discernment that unites the soul to the truth, rather than just a speculative understanding of it.

Scripture: Psalm 119:18

Topics: "Heart Transformation", "Spiritual Discernment"

Description

Anne Dutton preaches about the difference between merely knowing the doctrines of grace intellectually
and truly adoring and embracing the grace of those doctrines in the heart. She emphasizes that a spiritual
discernment of gospel truths leads to a deep affection and adherence to the truth, transforming the entire
soul into the image of that truth. Dutton highlights the importance of God's illuminating work in shining the
light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Christ into our hearts, drawing us with cords of love
towards Him.

Transcript

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 2 Cor. 4:6

There is a vast difference between a conviction of the doctrines of grace in the head, and an adoring the
grace of those doctrines in the heart.

A speculative knowledge of gospel truth, that goes no further than a mere outward notion of it, may be
found in a natural man. This knowledge of truth is a cold, unaffecting, and unattracting knowledge, that
leaves the will and affections just where it found them. A natural man, indeed, may have some natural
pleasure in getting some new notions of truth, but he experiences no soul-attraction to the things known.

A spiritual discernment of gospel truths is very different from a bare speculative knowledge of them; in that
the glory of truth shines into the mind, which produces a sweet and strict adherence thereto, by all the
inward powers of the soul. The understanding discerns the truth in its beauty, glory, and excellency; the
judgment approves it; and the will and affections embrace and clasp about it. In a word, the whole soul
unites with the truth, and is changed into the image of it.

Oh! when the least beam of Gospel truth shines in upon the mind with such a ravishing beauty and
majestic glory as draws the heart to love it, and makes the soul bow down before it, this is a saving
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illumination, set up in the soul of a vessel of mercy, which is the very beginning of its future glory. It is
God's shining into our hearts by a new creating efficacy to give the light, not only of the knowledge of God,
but of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ; which word imports the ravishing beauty and
all-attracting efficacy of gospel grace darting in upon the mind as a supernatural revelation, which unites
the soul to the things beheld, to the objects revealed.

From this saving illumination the soul feels a sweet and strong attraction, by which, being drawn with
cords of love, it comes unto Christ in its desires after Him, as beheld, altogether lovely.

Wherever the truths of the gospel are known, and so known in their beauty and excellency as to knit and
unite the heart to them, or to draw out the soul into desires after and adoration of the glories beheld--that
man is a regenerate man.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/anne-dutton/head-or-heart/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


