| sermon JeSl

Oh, What a Heap of Empty Vanities and Cruel

Vexations
by Anne Dutton

True happiness and fulfillment come from having a saving interest in God and enjoying Him in every aspect of
life.

Scripture: Psalm 23:4, Psalm 34:8, Romans 8:28, Philippians 4:4, 1 Thessalonians 5:16
Topics: "Gods Goodness", "Christian Joy"

Description

Anne Dutton preaches about the goodness of the Lord in trying and comforting His people, highlighting the
wise mixture of light and darkness, joy and sorrow, for the glory of God in our salvation. She emphasizes
the happiness found in having a saving interest in God, enjoying Him in every circumstance, and
dedicating all to His glory. Dutton encourages seeking God in everything, glorifying and adoring Him, as
the key to true joy and fulfillment, preparing believers for heavenly bliss even while on earth.

Transcript

My Dear Sister,

How good is the Lord to us! He tries us for a while, and then He comforts us. Light and darkness--joy and
sorrow--bitter and sweet--are wisely mixed and graciously overruled for the glory of God in our salvation.
Oh, the infinite wisdom of our Leader, the glory of His conduct, the happiness of those under His care, and
the blissful end to which He brings them! Happy is their way, and happy is their end. Happy are they in the
midst of griefs--because the God of joy, God their joy, their exceeding joy, is with them there. Happy are
they when delivered from grieving things--because God their deliverer is their deliverance. Jesus our
Redeemer, the Captain of our salvation, marches on before His redeemed, treads down the briars and
thorns of the wilderness, and gives us a comfortable passage through them to the land of rest. What need
we fear, since the Lord is with us--with us when we pass through the waters and walk through the fire--that
the one does not consume us, nor the other overflow us?

Our happiness lies in having a saving interest in the all-sufficient God, in the enjoyment of Him as such,
and in our entire dedication to His glory, in every changing providence. To have God in everything--to see
God in everything--and to love, bless, and adore God in everything--will make everything sweet to us. And
without this, nothing will be substantial, nothing joyous, nothing profitable, nothing savory to a new-born
soul, as such.
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Oh, what a heap of empty vanities and cruel vexations are all things which this world affords without God
enjoyed, without God revered in everything! It may well be said, "to glorify God, and to enjoy Him, is the
chief end of man," and ineffably happy is that man who eagerly pursues this great end as his chief good.
That man is prepared for the enjoyment, for the employment of heaven. And the more he answers that
character, the greater is his preparation for the heavenly state; yes, the more of heaven comes down into
his soul while his abode is on this earth.

I wish you daily fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit the Comforter.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/anne-dutton/oh-what-a-heap-of-empty-vanities-and-cruel-vexations/
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