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Just Being Comfortable
by Anton Bosch

Being comfortable can be a problem for Christians if it leads to complacency and a lack of zeal for serving the

Lord.

Scripture: Amos 6:1, Acts 8:1, Romans 13:11, Ephesians 5:14, Revelation 3:16

Topics: "Spiritual Complacency", "Faithful Service"

Description

Anton Bosch preaches about the danger of becoming comfortable and complacent in our Christian walk,
emphasizing that being at ease can lead to spiritual blindness, ineffectiveness in the Kingdom, and
ultimately displeasing the Lord. He highlights examples from the Bible, such as Israel, the Church at
Jerusalem, and the church at Laodicea, who faced judgment and consequences for their comfort and lack
of zeal for God's work. Bosch urges believers to wake up, rekindle their passion for the Gospel, and be
vigilant in fulfilling their calling, reminding them that Jesus is coming soon and will reward those who are
faithful and actively serving Him.

Transcript

Most people feel that being comfortable is the least they can expect. Others want to be rich and enjoy the
excesses of wealth. But Christians understand that the love of money and greed are not good things and
so they feel that just being comfortable and settled is not unreasonable and unscriptural. (This discussion
obviously excludes those who have believed the lie of the prosperity preachers that greed is good).

So surely there cannot be a problem with being comfortable? I know many who are comfortable, and have
not sold out to heresy or sin, and continue to fulfill some kind of ministry. Comfort has to be the least we
can expect from life - right? Wrong! Being comfortable is one of the biggest snares of the Devil and it
brings with it the judgment of God!

Amos said: "Woe to you who are at ease in Zion, And trust in Mount Samaria, Notable persons in the chief
nation, To whom the house of Israel comes!" (Amos 6:1). "Being at ease" is another way of saying "being
comfortable". God actually pronounced a woe on those who were comfortable in Zion.

They were comfortable because they were in Zion. (Zion refers specifically to Jerusalem but generally to
Israel). Zion was where the temple was, the land of promise and the place that God had chosen to declare
His name. Others in Israel trusted in Gerizim (Mount Samaria) instead of Jerusalem, but with the same
result. Being in the physical place God has chosen brings real comfort and many Christians are
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comfortable because they go to church, are part of a fellowship or feel they are physically where God
wants them to be. So what's wrong with that?

They were comfortable because they were Israelites, or to quote the text "the chief nation". There is no
doubt comfort and security in knowing you are part of the very nation that God had chosen above all the
others. Today the church is God's chosen people (1Peter 2:9) and this has brought comfort and security to
many believers. Surely there is no problem with that?

They were comfortable because they were the leaders of the chosen nation ("Notable persons... to whom
the house of Israel comes"). Being a spiritual leader surely cannot be a bad thing? It can only be good,
especially when those leaders stand for truth, holiness and the glory of God's name?

Yet in spite of these people being in Zion (or the church), being part of the Lord's people and being leaders
and ministers to God's people, the Lord pronounces a woe against them. Not only does He say "woe" but
He promises to lead them into captivity (Amos 6:7). More than this, He will kill them (Amos 6:9) and He will
scatter Israel and Judah (Amos 6:11). In addition, the ensuing chapters of Amos list curse upon curse that
the Lord will bring upon His people. Why? - Because they were comfortable and at ease!

This is not just a rare exception or a principle only found in the Old Testament. It appears all over the Old
Testament (Judges 18:7; Isaiah 32:9-11; Jeremiah 48:11 etc.). And it is repeated in the New Testament. It
was the sin that cost the successful farmer his life (Luke 12:18), that made the judge unjust (Luke 18) and
made the friend insensitive to his neighbor (Luke 11:7).

Revelation uses another word for being at ease, comfortable and complacent - lukewarm. The church at
Laodicea had become very comfortable and the Lord says they were "lukewarm" (Revelation 3:16). As
human beings, being lukewarm is exactly what we like. We don't like the weather, our food, beds and
baths to be too hot or too cold - they need to be lukewarm. But the consequence for Laodicea would be
same as for Israel - The Lord would spit (vomit) them out of His mouth.

Remember, this judgment was not on Gentiles or unbelievers but on Israel and its leaders, and on a
church and its leaders (Revelation 3:14). So what makes you and your church different? Is there any
reason why the God who condemned Israel and the church of Laodicea for being at ease should not do
the same to you and your church? I don't see any difference between them and us. Oh, but we are one of
the few churches that hold to the truth, surely that qualifies us for preservation? That is exactly what Israel
claimed but let me ask you this question:

Are you, and is your church, better than the first church in Jerusalem after Pentecost? Surely not. Surely
they were better than any of our modern churches on every level. Yet the Lord destroyed that church
within a few years after it was founded and empowered by the Holy Spirit in the upper room. You probably
don't believe me so here is what the Bible says: "At that time a great persecution arose against the church
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except
the apostles." (Acts 8:1). In other words, in the same way as God allowed the Assyrians to empty Israel of
Israelites and later the Babylonians to empty Judah of Jews, so the Lord allowed persecution at the hands
of the Jews to empty Jerusalem of Christians. This is clearly a principle that applies to every church. The
only difference is that these day instead of removing the church, as he did in Jerusalem and with many of
the churches of Asia Minor (Revelation 2&3), He now removes Himself from the churches.
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What was the problem with the church at Jerusalem? They had sound doctrine, the greatest leaders of all,
they loved the Lord and His Word, they had power and miracles, lived holy lives, loved their fellow
believers and were financially generous. In every respect they were a model assembly, one that each of
us would aspire to join. But they had one problem - they were comfortable. It was just so nice to be in this
wonderful church were the doctrine was sound, leadership was godly and everything was almost perfect.
The problem was that they had a commission to preach the Gospel to the rest of the world. But their
comfort and ease had blinded them to their responsibility and calling.

And that's where the problem lies. Many good Christians, good leaders and good churches have become
comfortable, at ease and complacent. They enjoy their routine and the predictability of their meetings,
jobs, homes and families and this makes them ineffectual in the Kingdom. God is not against us being
comfortable. After all, we will be in perfect comfort in His presence one day. But it is what happens when
we are comfortable that is the problem: We fall into a daze and lose our zeal.

It seems to me that of the few pastors, churches and believers who have not sold out to error, sin,
materialism or some other "wile" of the Devil, many have dozed off in the warm fuzziness of comfort. Many
who once were on fire for God and would go to the ends of the earth for the Kingdom are now just going
through the motions of serving the Lord.

Comfortable is a dangerous place to be, as we saw for Israel, the Church at Jerusalem and the church at
Laodicea. It displeases the Lord, prevents us from doing what we should be doing and lulls us to sleep. It
is time to wake up (Ephesians 5:14) and to rekindle the fire (2Timothy 1:6). Jesus is coming and His
reward is with Him. Will he find us occupying until He comes or will we be like the disciples who fell asleep
when they should have been watching and praying (Matthew 26:40-41)?

"And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is
nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light." (Romans 13:11-12).

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/anton-bosch/just-being-comfortable/
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