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Political Events
by Arno Clemens Gaebelein

The sermon warns of the coming war and judgment, despite the optimistic cry of peace, and emphasizes the need

for Jesus Christ's return to bring peace and an end to the war.

Scripture: Jeremiah 6:14, Matthew 24:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:3, Revelation 17:5, Revelation 19:19

Topics: "Divine Judgment", "True Peace"

Description

Arno Clemens Gaebelein preaches about the deceptive cry for peace in the days of Jeremiah, paralleling
it to the false sense of peace and progress preached in modern times. He highlights the impending divine
judgment over Jerusalem due to the people's self-deception. Gaebelein draws attention to the ominous
signs of impending troubles and the popular belief in universal peace, contrasting it with the warnings of
great statesmen like Balfour and Lord Rosebery about the looming threat of war in Europe. He
emphasizes the need for true peace through surrender to Jesus Christ, as the world prepares for war and
unrest.

Transcript

Peace, Peace; When There is No Peace. In the days of the weeping prophet, Jeremiah, the optimistic cry
of priests and people was "Peace -- Peace!" Yet there was no peace and as this awful self-deception of
the people increased the clouds of divine judgment and wrath gathered over Jerusalem. In the midst of the
backsliding and secure professing people of God stood Jeremiah with his God given message, that there
was no peace. What he preached was the very opposite from the optimistic imaginations of an outwardly
prosperous people. And how he had to suffer for his faithful witness.

In our days likewise the popular preaching is peace; peace, progress and prosperity; all is well. What God
has to say in His infallible Word concerning coming judgments is ignored and in spite of the most ominous
signs and warnings of impending troubles, the greater part of Christendom believes that the world is
getting better, universal peace is in sight and great reform movements will bring in a greater
righteousness.

But some great Statesmen take a very gloomy view of conditions. Ex-Premier Balfour of England made
recently a prophecy in the presence of the assembled editors of the British Empire. He said that the
nations would have to fight soon a great battle, most likely in the German Ocean. At the same time Lord
Rosebery addressing this Imperial Press Congress also sounded a note of warning.
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Lord Rosebery was particularly serious in his reference to the European situation, pointing out that
whereas all the talk is of peace all the action is in preparation for war. He said he regarded the outlook as
ominous, almost appalling. He had never seen the condition of things in Europe so remarkable and so
menacing as at this moment.

There were features of this general preparation for war, he declared, which must cause special anxiety to
the friends of the British Empire. One was forced to wonder where it was going to stop, whether it would
merely bring Europe back into a state of barbarism or whether it would cause a catastrophe in which the
workingmen of the world would say: "We will have no more of this madness and this foolery which is
grinding us to powder."

This does not sound very optimistic. The Word of God predicts this very programme. A little while longer
and the misguided Christian masses, misguided by their teachers, many of whom are alas! blind leaders
of the blind, will have to lament and face trouble, disaster and judgment. "We look for peace, but no good
came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!" (Jerem. viii:15). "For when they shall say. Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape" (1 Thess. v:3).

Russia's Threatening Attitude Toward Turkey. The leading Russian papers have of late assumed a very
hostile attitude. The government organ, Novoye Vremya, made recently the significant statement "that
Turkey must be wiped off the map of Europe."

For nearly a year past the belief has been held among usually well-informed statesmen that Russia and
England have come to an understanding hostile to Turkey. They have adopted the policy which they
agreed on in the summer of 1908 when King Edward met the Czar at Reval, a policy that was the
immediate cause of the Turkish revolution in that its interference in the internal affairs of the Ottoman
Empire offended enough politico-military sentiment in Turkey to enable the committee to overthrow Abdul
Hamid.

That policy was left in abeyance until time should show whether the Young Turks and their constitutional
parliamentary system could produce a decent administration. The verdict of the Russian and apparently of
the British Government is hostile.

England has completely reversed her old time policy toward the Turkish Empire. Toward the end of his
career the late Lord Salisbury said that in the Russo-Turkish problem England had put her money on the
wrong horse. Now she has stopped even hedging on her stake and gone over to the Russian and the
original Gladstonian policy that a Turk as a political administrator must get out of Europe bag and
baggage. How soon, how easily and by what steps can this end be reached?

Presented graphically, the process now being applied resembles the upper and nether millstone at work
and Constantinople being ground between them. Russia in the Macedonian north and England in the
Arabian south are regarded as engaged deliberately in destroying the authority of the Turkish central
Government at Constantinople.

The motive for the present inflexible hostility of the two Governments to the new Turkish regime is by no
means based on altruistic sympathy with oppressed Christian nationalities nor even on treaty rights. It
springs from the conviction held by Russia and England that Turkey is not to be trusted. Moreover they
think that she is not to be feared.
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Her sole strength in the way of prestige is the German organization of her army, and since the present
year began this newly modelled army has been subjected north and south to continuous humiliation. Many
Russians go so far as to hold that the present movement will finish the Ottoman Empire and the Sublime
Porte, that the Turkish administrative system as it exists at present will be relegated to Asia Minor with its
capital at Bagdad, and that it will rank approximately with Persia among the political powers.

The student of Prophecy concerning the time of the end will discover in these political manoeuverings and
the soon coming collapse of the Turkish power in Europe a possible preparation for that end. Russia must
ere long assume the leadership in the Eastern question.

War Preparations. Universal peace and the abolishment of war in this present age is a dream, which will
never be realized. There is not a single verse in the Bible which promises a state of peace for this poor
world in this age. On the other hand there are numerous predictions of wars to continue during this
present age and at the close nation is to lift up sword against nation and kingdom against kingdom
(Matthew xxiv:7). Peace on earth will some day be a reality. A great disarmament is bound to come. Such
a glorious time will come. But the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ, must come back first as the
victorious King. He will speak peace to the nations and they shall learn war no more. This age is almost
ended and one of the signs of the end are the great war preparations going on now.

The Japanese Government is beginning to erect a gigantic steel plant at Tokio. The plant will be fully
equipped to manufacture guns of all sizes and will make armor plate of every description. They are
learning the art of war in an astonishing way from "the Christian nations"

Our friend Mr. Frank S. Weston, Pastor of the Emanuel Baptist Church in Toronto, sent us recently an
interesting communication on this matter, which we print herewith-.

What mean these fearful munitions which are being prepared on all sides? The Word which is our lamp
says:

"Proclaim ye this among the nations: Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw
near: let them come up: Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears: let the
weak say I am strong" (Joel iii:9, 10).

The Scriptures repeatedly proclaim gigantic warlike preparations just before the coming of Jesus Christ to
reign over this earth (Matt. xxiv:7, 8; Isa. xvii:12).

The prophetic declaration is that the war spirit will prevail over the whole earth. Looking at the present
condition of the world what do we see? For the past ten years there has been an unprecedented state of
unrest. Things are in a state of tension. Expectancy is on all hearts. What a day may bring forth no one
can tell. The whole atmosphere pulsates with danger. No one can be certain for a day that some new
issue will not be raised which will involve every nation in Europe in a general war. The present hour sees
the whole area of the Old Roman Empire a vast camp, with 27,000,000 soldiers enrolled and ready for
war. With them is. every deadly engine, instrument and agent which modern science and human ingenuity
can devise for the destruction of human life.

Europe has never witnessed such gigantic armies and such colossal war preparations as at present
exists.

Europe in 1867 could mobilize 6,958,000 men. In 1892 the aggregate fighting force was 12,563,000.
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At the present moment "there are in Europe 27,000,000 men ready to spring to arms in a fortnight" (G. O.
Morgan, M. P.).

General Miles, of U. S. Army, says: "There never was a time in the history of the world when such energy,
ingenuity and wealth has been devoted to war purposes. The resources and industries of many peoples
are largely devoted to maintaining large standing armies and formidable navies."

All the principal arsenals of Europe are working at high speed turning out orders. Not long since I visited
Woolwich and saw 16,000 men at work. A recent heading in one of our dailies was

ALL EUROPE IS TO-DAY BUYING BIG GUNS.

The London Spectator says: "All the gunsmiths in the world are besieged with orders for breech-loaders
on various principles, each warranted by its inventors to slay more human beings than its rival weapons.
To this we have come after centuries of Christianity and morality and international intercourse and
commerce."

To-day it costs $930,000,000 per year to maintain the peace of Europe, and to carry out the program of
naval construction determined will require an outlay of $5,000,000,000.

Scripture knows no millennium of evolution, but rather one of revolution. The "Stone" cut out of the
mountain without hands is to smite the powers of Earth and then establish a kingdom over all the globe.

Many voices have spoken to the nations: "Lay down your arms." Christianity, commerce, socialism all
have commanded, all have pleaded. But the warriors have only gripped their swords more tightly.

Only One can make peace -- Jesus the Christ. The earth is awaiting His coming and rule (Mic. iv:3).

Russia's Preparation. Russia is making very definite headway with the building of a powerful navy for the
Black Sea. In this she is rapidly preparing for the final part she will have to take in the closing days of this
present age. The conquest of Turkey and her provinces, Syria and Palestine, is Russia's ambition. Even
so God's Word predicts.

A credit of $60,000,000 was granted for the purpose by the Duma and all of it and more has been
allocated this week. The additional $10,000,000 necessitated by the irreducible figures quoted by the
contractors will doubtless be granted when the House meets.

Two Dreadnoughts will be laid down on October 1st (old style) at the new yard on the Black Sea prepared
by a combination of Russian metallurgical companies under the technical and managerial direction of the
British firm of John Brown & Company, of Shefiield and Clydebank. A third Dreadnought will be laid down
a month later at the Nicolaiefi" yard, also on the Black Sea, and its construction will be under the
supervision of the British firm of Vickers.

It was first intended that each Dreadnought should be 25,000 tons displacement and have 24 knots
speed, but the cost would have been far beyond the appropriation, and it was decided that they should
have 21,500 tons displacement and from 21 to 2134 knots. Each of these battleships will cost rather over
$14,000,000 and yet will be about $50 a ton cheaper than the Dreadnoughts built at St. Petersburg for the
Baltic fleet. The economy is due to the cheapness of coal at the Black Sea as compared with the north.
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The remainder of the new Black Sea fleet, which is doubtless intended to cope with Turkey or with the
Powers that take over the reversion of Turkey's strategic position, consists of nine torpedo cruisers and
destroyers and six submarines. Each torpedo cruiser will have 1,050 tons displacement and thirty-five
knots speed and each will cost $1,325,000. Each of the six submarines will cost $800,000.

Peace Confidence is Shaken. The universal peace confidence received a bad setback during the past
weeks.

The German Emperor in a speech at a banquet in Hamburg said recently that it isn't astonishing that the
upward movement of German trade has inconvenienced many parties. He continued:

"World competition in commerce is wholesome for peoples and for States and is necessary to stimulate
them to new achievements. But that competition is capable of being fought out peaceably.

"Protection to our trade and navigation has been provided by our navy, which is developing powerfully and
distinguishing itself everywhere by its good behavior and discipline. It represents the German people's
desire for salt water.

"I think that I can assume that Hamburgers desire that the navy be further strengthened so as to insure
that nobody will dispute that place in the world which is our due."

At the same time France made strong declarations against universal peace. All France endorses the
policy of resistance to Germany. A leading French official said, "France may sometimes have yielded to
the illusion of universal peace, but she has now ceased to consider a European conflict as an
impossibility." Even the most sanguine peace promoters realize that the dreams of peace millennium is far
off".

The War in the East. The war in the Balkan Peninsula has been the leading event. In a very short time the
armies moving against Turkey were successful. City after city, fortress after fortress fell, till in less than
four weeks Constantinople heard the booming guns, and the victorious warriors encircled the city. The
accounts read like some of the wars recorded in the Word, when God moved His hosts against the
enemies of Israel. But who can describe the horrors of this present-day warfare! The newest inventions,
powerful, rapid-firing machine guns are being now put to test to show how many hundreds of lives they
can cut down in a few minutes. How many thousands and tens of thousands have fallen, no one can tell.
And then the thousands of wounded and maimed men! Oh! the horrors of war! One shudders in thinking of
the young men and even boys, drafted to go to the front, and the heartaches, tears, pain and sorrow,
connected with it all. Then there is that which always follows, famine and pestilence.

As we write this the outcome of all is still in the balances. One thing seems to have become certain. Great
changes will result and new kingdoms and alliances will be formed. The crescent is going down; Turkey is
being stripped of its power. All this, all enlightened believers, who know the Word, watch with the intensest
interest, for it is exactly that, which may be expected. The War in the East is the most solemn sign of the
times, the Lord has given to His people.

But what about the other nations?^ What about the universal war, a conflagration of Europe?^ We give an
account, which was cabled from London by a well informed correspondent and which describes the
situation.
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The possibility and danger of a greater war than that between the Balkan states and Turkey absorbs
public interest far more than the first bout of diplomacy between the belligerents outside of Constantinople.

The steps toward mobilization which Austria and Russia are taking, although but preliminary precautions,
have made possible a vision of the vast consequences which, as far as Great Britain is concerned, are
considered nothing less than appalling.

Apparently the British public has no desire to sacrifice lives and money, paralyze commerce and risk the
navy over the settlement of the Status of the Balkan peninsula. Yet it is uneasy. It is ignorant of how far
Great Britain's diplomatic engagements with France and Russia extend in the direction of an alliance and
of how much likelihood there is that the government will be drawn into a conflict in which one or both its
partners in the entente may be engaged.

The liberal press is unanimous in urging Great Britain to preserve neutrality. The majority of the
conservatives demand the same policy. The Times, declaring that none of the European peoples want
war, says: "Yet that is whither the nations are blindly drifting." It asks, "Then who makes war."" and replies,
"There is to be found in the chancelleries of Europe among the men who, too long, have played with
human lives as pawns in a game of chess and who have become so enmeshed in formulas and the jargon
of diplomacy that they have ceased to be conscious of the realities with which they trifle."

The Pall Mall Gazette almost speaks in a warlike voice. It declares: "England ought to act firm with France
and Russia in refusing simply to be swept aside. If the conference desired by the British government is
refused, we ought to face the alternative and stand by our friends."

The mobilization of the Austrian and Russian armies requires weeks to bring about what Germany and
France can accomplish in days. In Russia's case this is owing to the great distances the troops must
travel; in Austria's because the units of the army are on a peace footing, which is only one-third of its war
strength. Therefore, consideration of safety compels them to begin when the danger signals are remote.

England, France and Germany are playing a peace making role. Their efforts are directed apparently
toward keeping the powers together in a compact to refrain from taking up the question which the war
raises and defer their consideration until the general conference.

The withdrawal of the Austrian warships at Constantinople to join the fleet is taken as an unfavorable sign,
and the imminent Servian occupation of Durazzo, on the Adriatic Sea, tends further to bring Austria and
Servia toward the breaking point.

On the other hand, the safe arrival at Uskup of the Austrian consul, Prochaska, who it was feared had
been killed, should lessen the tension, and the fact that the Austrian ambassador lunched to-day with the
Russian emperor would seem to indicate that the relations between these two powers are still cordial.

The latest news received here to-night foreshadows the breakdown of the armistice negotiations, probably
over the demand of the Bulgarians for the evacuation of Adrianople, to which Turkey will not listen. The
Turkish view is that while the allies have no more reserves which they can draft upon, Turkey is drawing a
plentiful supply of fresh troops from Asia and is able to continue the war for another year. The Turkish
military authorities assert that Adrianople can hold out for another month and that the Tchatalja lines are
impregnable. Hence Turkey's position is not desperate enough to warrant her accepting humiliating terms.
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What may take place no one knows. The situation seems desperate. What would result if the great nations
would go to war is beyond description.

The Balkan Situation. Significant developments have taken place in the Balkan States. Montenegro,
Servia, Bulgaria and Greece are arising against Turkey and these States seem to be determined to make
an end of the wicked empire and drive the Turk out of Europe. Every student of modern history dating
back fifty years knows the horrible record of Turkey. It is a record, a crime, cold-blooded butcheries of
thousands of innocent human beings. These atrocities are of such a nature, especially those committed
upon women, young girls and children, that they cannot be mentioned in print.

Within our lifetime these satanic outrages have taken place and the so-called ''Concert of Europe," the
"Christian" (!) nations have stood by and not alone refused to interfere, but even helped that hell-born
empire to continue in them. With Italy's attack upon Turkey the death-knell of Turkey seems to have been
sounded. Thousands of Greeks, Bulgars and others are returning from our shores to their home lands to
engage in the coming warfare, which they term a holy war. The enthusiasm and self-sacrifice reminds one
of the crusades.

On account of this ominous situation all Europe stands aghast. The great nations fear now a universal
conflagration, and the question with them seems to be chiefly who is to come out ahead of the game.
Germany's friendship with Turkey is well known. In the highest European diplomatic circles the opinion
prevails that Germany plays a tremendous game and has for her chief object the absolute control of
Europe. One of the most clever students of the situation writes from Berlin that all Europe has been
plunged into the darkest pessimism bordering on despair.

Is this going to be the first step towards a changed map of Europe? Will Turkey at last fall? What is Russia
going to do? What will be the result of all these upheavals? Will the predicted revival of the Roman Empire
with its ruling little horn (Daniel vii) be the outcome? All these are interesting questions. But we are not
called upon to prophesy. Only God knows what the near future will bring. But surely this much we can say:
"It will be foul weather for the sky is red and lowering" (Matthew xvi:1-3).

A friend writes us: "The news has come of the proposed ultimatum by the Balkan States to Turkey. If so
the match is about to be applied to the powder magazine. It seems inevitable that one at least of the great
powers will be drawn into the conflict; and if one, then all. On the other hand, the Lord's hour may not have
arrived as yet. It may be in His plan to restrain the violence of man for yet a little season. However that
may be, it becomes increasingly apparent that the end is near and hastens greatly.

"Even so, come. Lord Jesus." With this we agree fully. May all that wait for His coming turn more than ever
to the Word of Prophecy, especially to Daniel and Revelation. "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written herein; for the time is at hand"
(Rev. i:3).

Russia's Attitude. The Russian Empire has been very much in the foreground of late. The treaty of 1832
was abolished by the U. S. Senate. This was mostly brought about by Jewish influences. In connection
with this incident the Russian bear has shown its teeth. The hatred against the Jewish race is not on the
wane in the great northern empire. Antisemitism is as strong as ever and it is only a question of time when
other fierce outbreaks against the Jews will occur. The Word of God speaks repeatedly of a great Northern
power, of the time of the end, the enemy of Israel. That power is Russia.
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Still more significant is Russia's abominable behavior against Persia. During the past three or four years
Russia's aim has been to extend her dominion southward and find an outlet into the Indian Ocean.
Steadily she has laid her plans to annex Persia. The success of this movement is only a question of time
as Russia's troops are already in possession of Persian territory. Recently they massacred hundreds of
innocent women and children. In Ezekiel xxxviii is found an unfulfilled prophecy. All students of the
prophetic Word are agreed that Gog and Magog, the chief prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal (xxxixil) is
Russia. Russia during the end of the age will head a great confederacy of nations to invade Israel's land
once more. In the list of nations which are joined to Gog and Magog, Persia is mentioned (verse 5).
Russia by her fierce hatred of the Jews and forward movement in Central Asia is preparing for her destiny
and final complete overthrow.

Germany's National Debt. In thirty-three years Germany's national debt has swelled from twenty million
dollars to one billion, one hundred million dollars -- from twenty million dollars to eleven hundred million. In
1871, Germany had forty-one million inhabitants and in 1910 sixty-four million, an increase not quite
sixty-four per cent. The expenditure for armament, responsible for the enormous debt, has more than
doubled. If this continues, as it evidently must, a terrible condition will soon be reached. It spells revolution
and lawlessness.

The Horrors of the Eastern War. The details of the wholesale massacres of the Christian population in
parts of the Balkan peninsula, are just coming to light. Wicked Turkey is keeping up her bloody record, and
the end is not yet. We quote from a report sent lately by an army officer stationed at Adrianople. The report
was made to the President of the Alliance Universelle,

"Human speech cannot describe the agony one's soul feels on looking back over the seven weeks of
massacre and mutual extermination in which 30,000 were butchered here.

"Like lightning from a clear sky came the sudden announcement of the Balkan Alliance and before the
Turk had time to recover from the shock given him the war was declared.

"The gates of armories and barracks were swung wide open. At the barracks at the Zljiler Mahallelsy I
heard the commanding officer give orders to kill all Christians.

"At last that terrible Friday night came. It was dusk. As I stood at the window at the Konah of Kendeli Bey I
saw several imans (Mohammedan priests) on the minaret. I was suddenly startled by the sharp rattle of a
drum, which beckoned the setting of the first watch before midnight. A few minutes had elapsed when the
tower became filled with men moving excitedly.

"The great bell of the Greek orthodox church began to toll, followed by the bells of the other Christian
churches.

"Lights appeared everywhere, windows were thrown up, the streets were crowded with men, women and
children, their hands filled with hastily snatched valuables, making toward different churches to find refuge.

"Women pressing their babies to their breasts rushed to the windows that overhung the streets, already
inundated with human blood.

"At the tepah, near the well, at the back of the Greek Bishop's diocese, I met a crowd of some fifty girls,
who, frenzied with fear, turned and fled. In an instant they were surrounded by furious Moslems and
butchered, and the heartrending shrieks of innocent children added to the already terrible scene. All was
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chaos.

"In half an hour the outlying city was completely devastated, Meantime the Moslems of Adrianople,
re-enforced by the outsiders, took up their fiendish work. Toward midnight the city was hell. The roars of a
million tigers could not terrify one as the lamentations and death shrieks of the unfortunate thousands. The
city was set on fire in many sections and thousands were enveloped in the flames.

"In the morning the streets were strewn with dead. Thousands of them were cast in the river and have
been washed ashore three miles below.

This is horrible reading. How little we, who are living in a land of peace and plenty, think of these
unfortunate thousands! Most of us give it just a passing thought. We should pray daily for these suffering
ones, no doubt many of them true children of God. And oh! Lord, how long! how long! It seems as if the
end with its final struggles, its judgments and troubles, cannot be far off.

Is the War to be Ended? The representatives of Turkey with those of Bulgaria, Montenegro, Servia, and
Greece are engaged in London with peace negotiations. Several times it seemed as if the conference
would suddenly end and hostilities begin again. One would almost wish that the victorious allies would
make a clean sweep and settle the Turkish question once for all, by driving the Turk out of Europe. The
peace demands are severe and so far the victors have yielded but little. Turkey itself knows that the
complete dissolution of the Ottoman Empire, the once powerful domain of the Sultan, is at hand. The
Turkish press has been optimistic. One of the leading papers in Constantinople made the following
remarks:

"If Constantinople and its environs alone are left to us, we can no longer defend them. What remains will in
a few years slip out of our hands. . . .

"After this Bulgaria and Servia will possess navies. Greece will strengthen and increase her navy, and the
Ottoman State will not only be unable to defend Constantinople and its environs, but it will be impossible
to defend the coast of Anatolia on the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. We must hereafter have a navy
equal to that of France in order to be able to defend our coast lines against two rivals. Is this possible.?"

What the immediate outcome of all will be only our God knows. But as far as human vision goes the end of
Turkey is in sight. The blow which the so-called "sick man of Europe" has received will finish him. It is
interesting to see how the "Christian nations" stand by and watch jealously all that is being done by the
victorious Balkan States. Constantinople is the coveted goal by all of them.

This war in the East, the complete breakdown of the Turkish Empire, remains the most significant sign of
the times. We should not at all be surprised if the "Jewish Question" and Zionism will soon loom up on the
horizon of these present day events.

The Chaos in the Balkans. The upheavals in the Balkan States have been followed by all our readers in
the newspaper reports. The allies have gone to war with each other. Bloody battles have been fought
amongst themselves. Greece and Servia are evidently successful and Bulgaria has suffered severe
reverses. Roumania has also gone into the game and invaded Bulgaria. Austria and Russia stand behind
it all, while the other great Powers look on. The outcome of all must now be awaited. A forecast of possible
events is impossible. Greed for possession is responsible for it all.
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Uneasy Europe. Old Europe feels uneasy. Every Kingdom and Empire is filled with fear and trembling.
How will it end? That is the question which statesmen ask and the uncertainty is depressing every
industry. Some nations, like Germany, are facing bankruptcy. The people continue to hoard their silver
and their gold. Politicians and the masses of the people feel instinctively that an awful crisis is coming
upon the whole world. The tension in the United States is even more marked. Distrust prevails. A silent
panic is on. Even clever men seem to be at their wit's end.

Is not all this a foretaste of that which is coming? "Upon the earth distress of nations with perplexity; the
sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are
coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven shall be shaken" (Luke xxi:25-26).

The Human Slaughter-House. Such is the title of a small volume which appeared recently in Germany by
a hitherto unknown writer. In three months over 100,000 copies were sold. It has created a great sensation
in Europe. The volume contains a horrible description of the battlefields of the future. Mechanical invention
has changed "the field of honor" into a "human slaughterhouse." According to this realistic description of
the next war, machine guns will mow dow^n whole regiments and dynamite dropped from aeroplanes
during the night will wipe out human lives by the thousands. We quote a paragraph: "Another thing we
know is, that forty years ago, in spite of inferior guns and rifles, over a hundred and twenty thousand dead
stayed behind on the field of honor (The Franco-Prussian war). What percentage of the living will modern
warfare claim. ^ Armies are being marshalled vaster than the world has ever seen. Germany alone can put
six million soldiers in the field; France as many. Then the war of 1870-71 was nothing more than a
long-drawn affair of outposts! My brain reels when I try to visualize these masses -- starting to march
against one another; I seem to choke for breath." We do not know if the author knows anything of what the
Bible predicts concerning the end of the age. Such terrible scenes as he describes will some day be
witnessed on this earth. A little prelude was the awful butcheries of the Balkan war. The coming rider of
judgment upon the red horse (Rev. vi:4) will take peace from the earth "that they should kill one another."

The Balkan War. A peace treaty between Bulgaria and her former allies was signed during August, after
which a big religious ceremony took place in the Cathedral of Bucharest. But will this peace last? Before
we can publish these notes on current events, new complications may have arisen and another war may
be going on. We hope not. The Balkan war has been one of the most disastrous in the history of this
blood-trenched earth.

A correspondent of the Corriere delta Sera, now in Macedonia, who has visited all the chief centers of the
Balkan war, has given an approximate table of the losses in men and money up to the present of the
combatant nations. For the first war his estimate is as follows:

Bulgaria-- 350,000 soldiers mobilized; 80,000 dead; $300,000,000.

Servia-- 250,000 soldiers; 30,000 dead; $160,000,000.

Greece-- 10,000 dead out of 150,000; $70,000,000.

Montenegro-- 8,000 dead out of 30,000; $4,000,000.

Turkey-- 450,000; 100,000 dead; $400,000,000.

For the second war his figures are:
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Bulgaria-- 60,000 dead; $180,000,000.

Servia-- 40,000; $100,000,000.

Greece-- 30,000; $50,000,000.

When the number of persons massacred and the victims of the cholera epidemics are added to the totals
it is reckoned that nearly 400,000 must have perished. The monetary loss all told is said to be
$1,360,000,000. The Boer war cost England 20,000 dead and $1,000,000,000.

It remains now to be seen what will develop out of all this chaos.

Balkan Diplomacy. The following paragraph is taken from the New Statesman (London, Eng.) and gives a
little insight into the diplomatic manoeuvers of the Balkan situation. Russia, as we have often predicted, is
coming out ahead of the game. She also requested Germany to join Russia to force Turkey to abandon
her invasion of the conquered territory. Germany refused. The New Statesman says:

And though Servia and Greece have succeeded in joining their frontiers, let no one imagine that this will
necessarily make them permanent friends. Servia will continue to desire a direct outlet to the sea under
her own control. If she becomes as strong as she hopes in the Vardar valley, she will begin to think more
and more of getting Salonica for herself in the end.

Behind all this prospect of unrest in the Balkans themselves, there is the far greater question of the effect
of the new conditions upon the relations of Austria and Russia. Thanks mainly to M. Hartwig, the Czar's
minister at Belgrade, Russia, without moving a regiment, has secured a diplomatic triumph which more
than wipes out all the effect of Count Aehrenthal's success in 1909. Roumania, Bulgaria and Servia have
all been brought more definitely under her influence. She holds an incomparably stronger position towards
the Balkans than at any time since 1878.

With Austria it is lamentably different. By a policy of Machiavellianism and muddle in the last few months
she has committed every possible error. She has been equally useless to Bulgaria and Roumania. The
results of her own manoeuvers have ended in that large aggrandisement of Servia which it was the chief
aim of Vienna to prevent. Serbs and Roumanians alike now look to the creation of the Greater Servia and
the Greater Roumania by the disintegration of the Dual monarchy. Its present shape is untenable. The
difficulties of reconstruction are enormously increased.

Yet nothing is more certain than that the downfall of Austria in destroying the existing equilibrium of
Europe would totally change a good deal in the present grouping of the powers. The war which ought
never to have been begun will not now be closed without some worse consequences than are yet
generally discussed.

After the coming pause of exhaustion in the Balkans anything may happen in all the cast of Europe
beyond the German frontier. After the elimination of the Turk the situation of instability is wider and more
dangerous than before.

Little Holland Falling in Line. The Netherlands Defence Commission, now sitting at The Hague, has
recommended that Holland should build nine dreadnoughts of 21,000 tons each, as well as several
cruisers, destroyers and submarines, for service in the waters of the Dutch East Indies. The full scheme is
not to be completed for thirty-five years.
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The plan is due to the rise of Japan and the possibility that Java, Sumatra and Dutch Borneo may be
objects of Japanese ambition. The Dutch, like all far-seeing people here or in the Dominion and the United
States, realize that every Power which has possessions in the Pacific will need increased naval
armaments in the future.

Thus little Holland falls in line with the other great nations to prepare for war. The Hague is the place
where the "Peace Court" holds forth and the Peace palace is situated, of which so much has been
expected. And now they recommend from that very place the building of warships. What mockery!

The Austrian Tragedy. The assassination of the heir to the Austrian throne and his wife adds two more
names to the list of murdered rulers. Servia seems to have been the instigator of this terrible crime and
behind Servia is seen the hand of Russia. This is the prevailing opinion among statesmen in Europe.
Russia aims at a great PanSlavic confederacy. She will succeed and form yet a still vaster empire,
amalgamating the slavic races. The Slavs are nearly half the population of the Austrian empire, numbering
24,388,413, by the latest estimate, out of a total population of 51,356,465. The annexation by Austria of
Bosnia-Herzegovina has greatly stirred the Slavic world. With the Albanian disorders, the reorganization of
the Turkish army, Turkey aiming at war with Greece, Russia and Servia conspiring against Austria, the
unsettled Eastern question is bound to come into prominence again.

The Pope's Peace Message. Efforts to secure universal peace, and to produce a millennium, apart from
the Return of our Lord to this earth, continue in many directions. Of late the Roman Catholic Church has
taken hold. The Pope has issued an allocution which has been sent to 23,000 priests in the United States.
Rome is falling in line with "Protestants" in the different reform movements, like Prohibition, the
abolishment of the social evil and universal peace.

The Church Peace Union, founded in February by Andrew Carnegie with an endowment of $2,000,000,
will begin its educational activities in behalf of disarmament and arbitration among the clergy of the Roman
Catholic Church here by sending to each of the 23,000 priests of the United States and Canada a copy of
the allocution of Pope Pius.

The allocution, which is one of the most important of papal documents, was regarded in peace circles as
remarkable for its strong expressions on the subject of international peace. The Pope's references to "men
of distinction and force planning schemes for preventing the calamities of war, and for insuring the
blessings of peace" were the subject of speculation in Rome. It was suggested at the time that President
Wilson and Secretary Bryan might have been in mind.

The plan to distribute the allocution to priests was worked out by Dr. Frederick Lynch, Secretary of the
Carnegie Union, and Dr. James J. Walsh, the well-known physician and writer on Catholic subjects.

"This is a project that is bound to be appreciated by our clergy," said Dr. Walsh yesterday. "Such
allocutions are delivered in secret, but are usually published for the purpose of making clear the attitude of
the Holy See on a given question. They appear in the 'Acta Sanctae Sedis,' and the higher dignitaries of
the church get copies, but as a rule the text of the allocutions are not sent out to the clergy generally. It will
help along the peace idea to have the parish priest in every part of the country have the papal utterances
on the question, and I have suggested that we send out earlier papal documents on the subject of
arbitration."
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This sounds very nice. There is no doubt Rome joins hands vi^ith Protestants for a specific purpose and
unprotesting Protestantism dreaming of a "united Christendom" sees in all this a hopeful sign of a glorious
future and follows willingly her, whom God's holy Word brands ''the mother of harlots and of the
abominations of the eai;th" (Rev. xvii:5). The sugar-coated pill is easily swallowed. Rome is double-faced.
She advocates peace and prosecutes those who dare to speak out against her abominations. She joins
reform-movements to gain her sinister end and permits certain evils in her midst. Universal peace? Yes, a
mock-peace, a counterfeit peace may come, but it will not last long. It is coming to blind still more the eyes
of them who believe not. The next paragraph is even more significant.

The Trend Toward a Single World Government. Different propositions have been made to establish
somewhere a great world-center and to have the nations governed through a central government. Many
statesmen advocate such a plan. Different monarchs of Europe have declared that their rule *as kings
may terminate soon. The King of Italy made recently such a statement. Surely thrones are tottering and
the rule by the people is rising.

The latest plan advocated for bringing all the world under one government is the "world-navy." The
suggested scheme is as follows:

A united navy supplied by the great powers named -- the United States, Japan, Italy, Austria, France,
Great Britain, Germany and Russia -- would mean, to all intents and purposes, a movement in the
direction of a World Navy, because the list would include big war vessels enough to make a World Navy m
numbers and strength. A World Navy would be logically and almost certainly followed by a World Army of
corresponding strength, including the same nations, or some of them, with perhaps others possessing
smaller armies -- all to be assembled, through the initiative and by the consent of the nations involved,
each militant branch under a single commander, and to be moved, whenever necessary, to achieve and
maintain the peace of the world through a common impulse, under a united agreement first reached by a
Parliament of the Nations.

A World Navy and a World Army would necessarily mean a World Government for the creation,
assembling, support, management and control of these combined militant forces.

A World Government, in order to be practical, complete, comprehensive, effective and lasting, would need
to be invested with all and every attribute of a single, united, consolidated, supreme governing body,
adequate to the overmastering requirements of the world in all large and essential particulars. It would
necessarily consist of the component and harmonious branches of a government of the people, for the
people and by the people of the different nations of the earth -- all of them, great and small, if possible.

Such a government would, in the very nature of the case, have to take on the character and consist of the
features, the branches, the departments and the subdivisions essential to the securing of justice,
efficiency, harmony in control, and permanency. Such a government would require, first of all, in its
composition, the legislative, executive and judicial functions, each bearing Its proper relation to the other,
and all so welded and bound together as to constitute a universal governmental device of world-wide
reach and solidarity.

The document from which we quote these paragraphs declares also that this world-government, the
world-army and world-navy would look after and guarantee the peace of the world, to fight all its battles ''if
any should remain to be fought." Then follow other suggestions.
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The establishment of a World Government would of course involve the selection, establishment and
possession of a World Capital; the creation of the necessary buildings and appliances for the purpose; the
creation of all essential civil offices; the election, selection or appointment of all necessary civil, judicial
and other officers, agents and employees; and, in brief, the setting up and setting in motion of the entire
machinery of a government adequate for the control of the affairs of the world, not its international and
world-wide affairs, not of the national or internal affairs of the several countries.

There would, of necessity, be a striking World Flag, bearing upon its resplendent folds the national insignia
of each and every country composing the alliance.

And last but not least of all, there would be a World Harbor or harbors-^adequate ports of entry, amply
guarded and protected by the World Navy.

All these things are possible, and half a dozen of the greater nations of the world can set in motion and
establish permanently this Plan for Ending Wars -- this Project of Universal Peace.

To the Intelligent Christian, who has a clear insight in the revealed purposes of God, who "thinks God's
thoughts" concerning the end of this age, this trend towards a great world-government is of intense
interest. The Word of God predicts a final Babylon, the concentration of a Godless civilization in one great
world alliance. It also predicts the coming battle of Armageddon. When the Lord Jesus comes out of
heaven to take possession of this earth and to become its king, the kings of the earth and of the whole
world are together, they form a world-army and world-navy; they are gathered to the battle of the great
day. The gathering place will be Armageddon (Rev. xvi: 14-16). The kings of the earth and their armies
make actually war against the Lord (Rev. xix:19). We are witnessing the planning for this predicted end.
Plans are on foot to produce the final Babylon. What a solemn indication that the Lord is on His way for
His people!

Russians strength and Forward Movement. Ever since the Russo-Japanese war, the great northern
empire has been gaining in strength. Persia is gradually coming under Russian control, while throughout
Central Asia from the Caspian Sea to the Gulf of Persia the influence and expansion of Russia becomes
more pronounced. But in all probability the next war which Russia will undertake will be in the Far East.
Asia and Russia are arming, and according to a leading military authority of Germany, General von der
Boeck, a conflict between Japan and Russia is unavoidable. The general gives in a German magazine the
following information:

The troops which Russia possessed in the Far East at the close of the war, he says, have been largely
strengthened, so that at the present time they cannot be short of a peace footing of 200,000 men, a force
which if war should break out could easily and speedily be raised to 300,000 without drawing a single
soldier from European Russia.

Another important fact noted by Gen. von der Boeck is the strengthening of the defences of Vladivostok,
which has been raised to the rank of a first class fortress. But the weightiest item in the development of
Russian power in the Far East, according to this writer, will be the decision to build the Amur railway.

The third Duma, in view of the importance of this railway, has unhesitatingly devoted the necessary funds.
The Russian Government's decision to double the track of the Siberian line is a step the gravity of which
cannot be overrated.
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Japan, freed for the present from maritime cares, is similarly engaged in strengthening her position on
land. The thirteen divisions of her army when war broke out have been raised to nineteen, so that at the
present moment her army on a war footing would consist of 550,000 men and 120,000 horses. And as
there is on lack of men in the Mikado's empire General von der Boeck believes that were war now to be
declared a million Japanese soldiers could take the field within a few weeks.

A most important factor in the altering circumstances is the renaissance of the Chinese military power.
Japanese instructors swarm in China, and are swiftly building up a mighty military engine as their ally.

The original plan of the Chinese Government was to form thirtysix divisions, each of 10,000 men, and to
have this entire force ready to take the field force the year 1922, but it is perfectly evident from the reports
which have filtered through to Europe that this huge army will be ready by 1912, or ten years earlier than
was originally intended.

Russia will no doubt be well prepared in a few years to undertake the awful struggle. She may come out of
it victoriously for another destiny is marked out for a great northern power in the end of this age. According
to the Word of God, when the Jews have been partially restored to Palestine, that land will be invaded by a
powerful army coming from the north. No doubt that northern power must be Russia.

The Death of the King and the Unrest of the World. King Edward VII passed away after a brief illness. He
was greatly beloved throughout the British Empire. Other nations esteemed him for his great tact and
wisdom. His death came at a time when England is in the midst of a great crisis. Great Britain is facing
great perplexities. How the desperate struggle between democracy and aristocracy, between socialism
and imperialism will end is hard to tell. Humanly speaking a man like the suddenly cut off King was greatly
needed. And elsewhere throughout the world there is a great and significant unrest. The Missionary
Review makes mention of this:

One of the signs of the times, and very conspicuous, is the worldwide unrest. Never has this been more
general if not universal. If we begin at the Sunrise Kingdom and go westward, we shall find almost, if not
quite, every nation in the sun's daily course in a state of agitation bordering on revolution. In Korea there is
a desperate struggle for independence and freedom from Japanese domination. In Japan itself there is a
condition of practical bankruptcy, the nation consumed with political ambition and anxiety to assert and
maintain supremacy on land and sea and yet too poor to risk further indebtedness and outlay. China and
Manchuria are restive under the threatened aggression of Russia and the spirit of reform that is like a
liquid at boiling-point. India has not been so impatient and on the point of outbreak since the battle of
Plassey. Turkey is only just starting upon its new career and uncertain what new development to-morrow
may bring; it is like a volcano between two eruptions. Persia is in the very throes of revolution, with a
change of dynasty and an entire upturning of government. And as in Asia so in Europe. Italy is far from
being at rest; France is in much the same condition as before the tremendous civil and religious
disturbances of 1793. Russia, for the time quiet, seethes under the surface with antagonisms between the
Czar and his people, and the Church and the lesser sects.

The unrest in this country Is becoming even greater than that of the European nations. A leading
University President in addressing a convention said recently that the present age is the most decadent in
history, with the possible exception of the days just before the fall of the Roman Republic and before the
French Revolution.
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The world waits for a great leader, a great master mind, who will head up in his person the affairs of the
world and lead onward in the consummation of this age. This person is clearly described in the Word of
God. A great political leader will appear first and he will be followed closely by a religious leader, the
personal Anti-christ and man of sin. All is now ripe for the welcome of the two beasts. For all we know the
persons who are destined to act in these capacities may be on earth already. The Lord only knows that.

Nations Armed Camps. In addressing employers of labor on behalf of the new territorial army, War
Secretary Haldane said the condition of international affairs was such that only a spark was needed to
make a great war possible. Nations nowadays resembled armed camps rather than peoples
contemplating peace.

Great Britain's best security for peace, he said, was preparedness for war. In addition to the possibility of
invasion there was the more probable contingency that if Britain did not attend to the matter of national
defence a gust of panic would sweep over the markets.

And yet how much we hear of "universal peace" and the coming together of the "Christian" nations. The
world knows no peace, nor will there be peace till He comes.

General Bemhardi, an Eminent German Military Authority, has written a book entitled Germany and the
Next War, in which he maintains the right to make war and the duty to make war, and openly advocates
the policy of aggression and invasion, and tells his countrymen that they must fight their way to
pre-eminence among the nations regardless of the rights and interests of other people, and that agitation
in favor of peace is poisonous. This does not look like universal peace at hand.

Germany's fleet in the air. The great nations are making many preparations for battles in the air. Germany
is the leader in this respect. She has not only the finest army on land and building up the most forceful
navy on the sea, but has the finest collection of dirigibles and aeroplanes. Recently great aerial
manoeuvers were held and new improvements tested. Machine guns were fired from the air and
experiments made with wireless telegraphy. The Berlin correspondent of the Daily Mail (London) gave of
late interesting information on Germany's flying fleet.

Fourteen vessels are actually in commission. Nine others are under construction. Ten or a dozen factories
and dockyards where airships are manufactured on systematic lines are at work. Twelve or fifteen
permanent garages, several of them elaborately equipped stations, have been built at various strategic
points along the frontier, in the proximity of the sea and at inland centres.

A special battalion of nearly 1,000 officers, engineers and men, trained in all the exigencies of aerial
navigation has been organized. Germany's great ordnance makers, the Krupps and Ehrhardts, are
perfecting airship destroying artillery and experimenting with guns and explosives for offensive operations
from a height. Airship manoeuvers have become a regular feature of the army's work.

The Kaiser's aerial fleet consists to-day of the following completed vessels:

Name and Type. Rigid.

Length. Feet. Diameter. Feet. Speed. Miles

Zeppelin I 453 37 25
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Zeppelin II 453 43 28

Zeppelin III 453 43 30

Semi-rigid.

Gross training ship 140 30 21

Gross 1 250 40 28

Gross II 250 40 30

Gross III 277 41 37Â½

Ruthenberg 1 139 21Â½ 22Â½

Non-rigid.

Parseval 1 193 34 31Â½

Parseval III 237 40Â½ 34

Parseval IV 200 31 27Â½

Parseval V 133 25 22Â½

Clouth I 140 28 22

Erbsloh I 176 33 28Â½

Each of the above vessels is of demonstrated capacity. The Zeppelins have traversed Germany from end
to end, remained aloft for continuous periods of from twenty-eight to forty hours, and developed a radius of
action equivalent to a flight from Berlin to London. The Gross and Parseval vessels have executed
continuous cruises lasting from seventeen to twenty-four hours with a radius of action of between 300 and
500 miles.

German vessels are building which represent even more powerful types than the fleet already afloat, three
of them being of even larger dimensions than any of the Zeppelins yet launched. One of these vessels,
Zeppelin IV., is intended for passenger service. Gross IV. for the army, Parseval VI. and VII. for passenger
excursions this summer respectively at Munich and Berlin, Parseval VIII. for the German Aerial Navy
League and Parseval IX. for exhibition flights at the Brussels Exposition.

The Treves airship is the most remarkable of the vessels under construction, the distinguishing feature
being the use of iron instead of the aluminum, steel and wood of other systems. According to the designs
of its inventor, Anton Border, it will be an immense air cruiser with accommodation for fifty or sixty
persons.

The vessel which will be launched within the next few weeks is provided with five motors developing
altogether 480 horse-power. One of them, of eighty horse-power, drives the propeller, which is fitted at the
bows. The other four develop 100 horse-power each and are utilized to set in motion the sixteen vertical
and eight horizontal screw planes which steer the vessel upward and downward and to starboard and port.
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They also control the motion of the ship forward and astern.

It is estimated that these powerful motors will give the vessel a speed of at least forty-four miles an hour
when they are all working, and it is even thought that an average of fifty miles an hour will be attained. The
entire weight of the framework, motors and equipment is thirty tons, without the gas filling, and enormous
volume of gas contained by the vessel when fully inflated will permit of the transport of ten tons of freight
or fifty or sixty persons.

Krupps have designed three weapons for attacking aerial craft. For all the Krupp guns a time fuse is used.
It is asserted that the fuse is perfectly safe to handle, yet so delicately adjusted that it will detonate the
shell immediately on piercing the hull of an airship or a balloon. The Krupp airship destroying guns are
also provided with tracers whereby the trajectory can be followed by day or night.

The Ehrhardt airship destroyer is designed for mounting on a motor car. It is a rapid fire gun, which
discharges a 3.3 pound shell by means of a time fuse over a range of 8,800 yards, or at an elevation of
forty-three degrees to a height of 4,750 yards.

The German army's scheme of aerial defence, says the Daily Mail correspondent, contemplates a chain of
permanent stations which will eventually extend in a sweeping semi-circle from the extreme western
corner of the empire through the north and east. The idea is that Germany shall be fortified in the air along
her entire French and Russian frontiers and in the area flanking the sea. Every fortress within this arc is to
be provided with one or more vessels.

At present the military airship stations are at Metz, Cologne, Frankfort, Berlin, Friedrichshafen and
Mannheim. The larger ones, at Metz, Berlin and Friedrichshafen can accommodate two or more vessels of
the largest type. Gas generating plants are attached to the military airship stations, which are to be
duplicated gradually at all strategic points as the fleet grows.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/arno-clemens-gaebelein-/political-events/
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