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Arab-07 Martyrdom - God's Normative Call

by Art Katz

Art KatZ's sermon explores martyrdom as a normative call for the church, emphasizing itsrolein fulfilling God's
purpose and moving Israel to jealousy through selfless sacrifice.

Duration: 1:22:45
Scripture: Matthew 6:33, Acts 7:51-60, Romans 11:11-12
Topics: "Martyrdom"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of focusing on the eternal glory of God rather than
our own earthly struggles. He uses the example of Paul and Silas, who were beaten and imprisoned in a
dungeon in Philippi. Despite their dire circumstances, they prayed and sang praises to God, showing their
confidence in His plan for their lives. The speaker also mentions the story of missionaries who were
tragically killed while doing good work in Africa, highlighting how their deaths had a greater impact than
their lives. The sermon concludes with the speaker expressing his own confidence in God's purpose for
his life and his willingness to embrace whatever may come, even death.

Transcript

| thought it was just a thought. But | saw coming through your broad streets, your boulevards. Many
hundreds, thousands of Israelis, they must have been Israelis, they were all men.

They were clearly captive. They were being forced to march through the streets. Their heads were bowed,
they were dispirited, and they were broken.

They were helpless. And the people were railing, and it was something like a football rally, and they were
just having sport and enjoying the delight of the humiliation that they can now bring to this defeated nation.
The authorities could not even contain them.

They broke out from the sidewalk and ran into the mass of men and struck at them, or spit at them, or
cursed them. And they simply had to bear it and just continue to walk in their weary way. A great army of
them.

So Lord, we don't know if that's a symbol of something, or the day will come and is not far from now when
that will actually take place. And that there will be some who break out of the crowds not to curse but to
bless. To speak a word of encouragement and blessing.
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To steal them away and slip them away. And bring them to their own place, to their own bed. And save a
remnant of them who may one day return because of that mercy.

As the redeemed of the Lord. Prepare us for that day, Lord. We thank you and give you the praise.
For our part in your purposes. Grant us grace upon grace. In Jesus' name.
That this tonight was a foretaste of things to come. Preview. Preview.

The nation today that is looked upon as aggressive and violent. Humbling themselves and broken and
washing the feet of all nations. Coming into the apostolic call.

Being to the nations where Paul was to the Gentiles. And washing the feet of the nations in the bringing of
the word of God. And the knowledge of the way of God.

bringing healing and restoration, miracles and power, all of the grace of God, because they are grafted
back into their own root. And the life of that root now can come forth as God intended to bless all nations.
All the families of the earth will be blessed by a nation that has been restored by the mercy or the foot
washing of the church.

It's a great mystery. | don't have words for it, but that will come. The very nations that fear and hate Israel
today will be the ones most benefited and blessed when they come to them as the redeemed and the
restored of the Lord to be his withess among the nations.

A people of peace, meek and lowly, willing even to forfeit their lives, as Paul did, to give the whole counsel
of God to those to whom they are sent. Not withholding anything. Selfless people, as Paul was, seeking
nothing for themselves but to make God known and to serve his purposes and to glorify him among the
nations.

Hallelujah. Thank you, Lord, for the rejoicing that will come in all the earth. When the knowledge of God
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the seas.

| wanted to say a little bit about martyrdom tonight. Not because it has an interest as something of a
curious kind that has been historic or may happen to a few. But because | believe it is God's definitive and
normative intent for all his church.

True church is martyr church. Whether or not it is required of us. It is not just something that happens to a
few.

It may actually mark the difference between those who rule and reign with him in his thousand-year
millennial rule and those who may sleep until its conclusion. And | agree with the principle that if we want
to see something in its purest form, we need to look at where it was expressed first in the scripture. And |
agree with the principle that if we want to see something in its purest form, we need to look at where it was
expressed first in the scripture.

The truest picture of church is what it was at the first in the book of Acts. And the truest picture of
martyrdom is what it was experienced by Stephen in Acts chapter 7. And the truest picture of martyrdom is
what it was experienced by Stephen in Acts chapter 7. So we need to examine this together. To
understand what is the heart, the genius of martyrdom.
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To understand what is the heart, the genius of martyrdom. God had me on a sabbatical silence that lasted
14 months in which he prohibited me from preaching at all. That's a kind of a dying for a man who lives
from his mouth.

And he didn't tell me how long | would be forbidden to speak publicly. It could have been 14 years rather
than 14 months. But he broke it by having me speak for a first time on the mystery of Israel and the church
in the last days.

But he broke it by having me speak for a first time on the mystery of Israel and the church in the last days.
| had never before spoken it publicly. It was only a recent and new revelation for me.

| didn't have it because | was Jewish. | had it because it was given from above. Out of a long season of
suffering and death.

And | was called to a church in California to speak on this theme. And | felt so strange having to speak for
a first time in all of that long silence. There was a great air of expectation and excitement in the room.

I knew that my words would be significant for the church and for Israel. And who is sufficient for these
things. | could not even tell them to what chapter to turn.

| said, turn to Romans 9 through 11. And | just began. And when | finished the first night, the Lord had
raised the question, What kind of a church will move Israel to jealousy? This is a critical question that Paul
raises in Romans 11.

Have they stumbled that they should fall? Should they be permanently out of the purpose of God? God
forbid you should think that, he says. But through their fall, salvation has come to the Gentiles. We knew
that.

But that's not the end of the statement. So as to move them to jealousy. There is a purpose for our
conversion for them.

That they might be grafted in again, for God is able to graft them in. Because Israel was planted. Someone
interrupted me.

By renewing us as a nation, and our presence in the church, will make Israel change and return to the
Lord. What kind of church can succeed in this field? How does it look, Becky? Our hands are stained with
blood. It's a history of the church's abuse of the Jews throughout the ages.

Forced conversion, threat, exile, death, suffering. The name Jesus, the word church, the word conversion,
these are violent terms for any Jew to consider. How can a church overcome all of these historic
prejudices? How can a church overcome all of these prejudices? What is the work that can be done by the
church that makes the Israelis turn into a state of jealousy, as God wants them to be? | asked the question
in this church, on this day, and | went on for six days speaking on these themes.

And it came to six messages, rather. The seventh and the final message was on a Sunday morning. | went
to bed Saturday night without the final message.

And the Lord woke me at three o'clock in the morning with one word. Martyrdom. And my final message
was this.
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The church that will move Israel to jealousy is a martyr church. The church that will move Israel to jealousy
is a martyr church. That's also the same church that fulfills the eternal purpose of God in demonstrating
the manifold wisdom of God to the principalities and powers.

That's also the same church that fulfills the eternal purpose of God in demonstrating the manifold wisdom
of God to the principalities and powers. The willingness to give up one's life for another is the wisdom of
God. The willingness to give up one's life for another is the wisdom of God.

It is totally opposite to the wisdom of this world. That says, avoid suffering and pursue pleasure. Take care
of yourself first.

Even in our American Declaration of Independence it says, the pursuit of happiness. Thank you. These
are the self-evident truths of this world.

The unquestioned premises that make this world's wisdom. The unquestioned premises that make this
world's wisdom. But God says that he created all things in order that through the church the manifold
wisdom of God might be demonstrated.

And | wonder if you have seen glimpses of this in the things that pertain to the last days in the book of
Revelation. | never hear it preached. | never hear it preached.

Revelation 13 verses 6 and 7 shows the triumphal success of the Antichrist, the beast. Thank you. Who is
able to make war with him? It says in the end of verse 4. He openly blasphemes God in verse 6. His name
and his tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven.

This is the final triumph of everything that is opposed to God. And it was given to this beast to make war
with the saints in verse 7. And to overcome them. That's a strange victory.

That God allows his church to be overcome by the power of the beast. And we won't take the time to look
at it tonight. I'll give you the scriptures.

You can look at it at your own convenience. Daniel 7, 21 and 25. Daniel 7, 21 and 25.

Where it says that he wears out the saints. He overcomes the saints. As if somehow this is the strategy of
God.

We have thought in completely different terms. That we overcome by triumphing. Rather than by suffering.

But that is not the wisdom of God. That is the wisdom of the world. Jesus demonstrated the wisdom of
God at the cross.

Jesus demonstrated the wisdom of God at the cross. The wisdom of the world was violence, threat and
power. The wisdom of God was patience, suffering and forgiveness.

Even unto death. And out of that came the triumph. That made the powers of darkness an open spectacle
and disarmed them.

For the fear of death could not intimidate Jesus. He suffered the worst that they could inflict. And did not
respond in kind.
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But showed the character of God in the extremity of his suffering. For crisis reveals and absolute crisis
reveals absolutely. Absolutely.

Crisis reveals and absolute crisis reveals absolutely. It reveals what we really are. Not when we are at our
religious best.

Well fed and comfortable and in the company of the saints. But when we are stretched out to breaking.
And forsaken by all.

And even sensing the forsaking of God. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why don't | feel
your presence? Why are you so far from my crying? That suffering is the worst suffering. That's what
Lazarus had to experience when he suffered sickness unto death.

And died without an explanation. Not knowing he was going to be resurrected again. When it comes, it will
come suddenly.

That's why martyrdom cannot be what we summon in a final moment. It's not some extraordinary courage
that we are going to find for a final moment. It's what we are consistently in all of our moments.

What we exhibit in that final moment is the statement of what we have been in all of our moments. For the
way of martyrdom is a way of life and not of death. For the overcomer is one who does not count his life as
dear unto himself.

At any time. And he counts the spoiling of his goods as joy. His life is not his own.

And if his death more glorifies God than his living, he is equally as glad to give his life as to keep it. To
come to a place like that is to live without fear at any time. To come to a place like that is to live without
fear at any time.

Do you see that the reason | came to Egypt at this time, to Heliopolis? My wife called me yesterday and
said that the telephone was coming off the hook. People were calling to find out what happened to us in
Egypt. Everybody knows that an earthquake is often followed by a second disturbance.

Often worse than the first. It did not so much as enter our thought. That we should in any way cancel our
coming.

That we should be mindful for our safety. That we should be afraid to take a bus because some terrorists
had shot up a bus some time ago. Death where is thy sting and grave where is thy terror? As | told one of
our brothers here the other night, Jesus said to Pontius Pilate, You could do nothing against me except
what | have given you from above.

Nothing can cut my life short. Until every purpose of God has been fulfilled for it. And if it pleases him in
that final moment to take it by violence of one form or another.

Then | will be privileged to wear the modest crown. It is not some grim thing that | have to fear. It is a
privileged calling for which | rejoice.

And | frankly do not expect to end my life in bed. And it may well be ended at the hands of even my own
people. And that was the case with Stephen.
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Whose face shone like an angel. And | want to tell you, you want to avoid that condition. When your face
starts shining like an angel.

It will not be long before the darkness will seek to put it out. You don't want to go on from faith to faith and
from glory to glory. You don't want to embrace the ultimate purposes of God.

You don't want to be to Israel the extension of God's mercy. It is guaranteed to make your face shine. And
you won't even know it.

| am a privileged man. Because | know of an entire community of believers that were martyred in Africa.
And | have visited their community.

In a remote place in Zimbabwe. That was an area that was infested by radical racists and Marxist blacks.
These are people who never armed themselves.

They trusted God entirely for their safety. | was in correspondence with one of their young mothers. And
she was the victim along with her child and 15 others of this sudden massacre that came.

| was in correspondence with one of their young mothers. And she was the victim along with her child and
15 others of this sudden massacre that came. | have been back there to see their burned out buildings.

These radical blacks came in the middle of the night. And in order to avoid detection by the firing of bullets.
They hacked them to death with an axe.

They went with their hands tied with barbed wire behind their backs into a building. And one at a time they
were hacked to death. | spoke with the black man who was saved from their death, who witnessed that
night.

He said, Art, you can hear the thumping of the axe through the night, but not one scream, one howl, one
plea for one's life. Only two children survived. One is 15 years old today and seeing a psychiatrist.

Because she was holding the baby of the mother that | knew, and the baby was taken out of her arms and
flung against the wall and crushed. They were doing wonderful work in that area. They were really lifting
up the whole economy of a very depressed African area.

They were introducing fish ponds and methods of agriculture, irrigation, and they were suddenly taken out
of there. What a terrible waste. Why hadn't they been allowed to continue their good works? But more was
performed in their dying than their living.

Because they died without complaint. They didn't say, how come me? Why me? And look at the good
works we're doing. They had a sublime and complete total confidence in the sovereignty of God.

If God required their life, so be it. It could come in his moment and it doesn't have to be explained to them.
So when | came two years later, | stayed in the home of a Jewish doctor in Johannesburg, South Africa.

His Christian wife was related to about four or five people who had died in that massacre. Including a man
who had been his best friend before he got converted. He said, but after he got converted, he tried to
witness to me as a Jew.
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His friend was converted, who died as a martyr, and who had witnessed to him after his conversion. And
he was irritated by this attempt to convert him. He said, but toward the end, he said, Art, there was such a
change in these people.

He said there was a visible light in their faces. And they spoke to me and witnessed to me in another way.
And | immediately thought of Stephen, whose face also shone as an angel.

Who was full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. And was confronted by the authorities in the great chapter
seven of the book of Acts. And spoke to them the words of God by the Spirit.

Without thought of what the consequence would be for himself. He cried out, As your fathers did, so do
you also. You always grieved the Holy Ghost.

As your fathers did, so do you also. Verse five. Acts seven, five.
Verse five. Fifty-one, that's right. Fifty-one? Fifty-one of chapter seven.

Verse fifty-four. Verse fifty-four. When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart and they
gnashed on him with their teeth.

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven. And saw the glory of God. And
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.

He was an eschatological saint. He always saw the glory of the end. Just like Paul.

In such a way as to make his present suffering momentary and light. He saw the things that were invisible
and eternal. Jesus at the right hand of the Father.

The eternal weight of glory. That made his suffering momentary. It was not what he saw in a final moment.
It was his characteristic seeing always. And it needs to be ours also. Being full of the Holy Spirit.
Seeing an open heaven. The glory of God. And Jesus at the right hand of God.

And Jesus at the right hand of the Father. When you see that. When you see Jesus at the right hand of the
Father.

At the place of the throne. And the place of authority. Whether you are hacked to death at night with an
axe.

Or stoned to death in the daytime. You know that it is because he who stands at the right hand of the
Father has determined it. And you can receive whatever comes from his hand.

Because it will always pertain to his glory. It enabled him to die more gloriously than Paul was ever able to
live as a Pharisee. Paul is the Hebrew of the Hebrews.

Paul is the Hebrew of the Hebrews. The ultimate religious Pharisee. The prized student of the Rabbi
Gamaliel.

The man who is dying is only a busboy. A waiter on tables. He doesn't have Paul's credentials.
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He doesn't have Paul's advantages. But something is exhibited in his dying. But something is exhibited in
his dying.

More than Paul ever saw or will ever see in Judaism. This is the same thing that the centurion saw at the
cross with Jesus. He had seen many men die on crosses.

And they spat out blasphemies and obscenities. And they shrieked and they complained. And they were
foul mouthed.

And they died wretchedly. But the way this man died. Lay not their sin to their charge.

With a forgiving spirit. With a gracious spirit. With a meek spirit.

In the midst of suffering. It says that he gave himself as a sacrifice without spot. By the eternal spirit.

It was not heroism. It was by the eternal spirit of God. That Jesus made himself a sacrifice without spot.

Stephen was full of the same spirit. What is the nature of the eternal spirit of God? It is the character of
God. It is what he is in himself.

It is the spirit of self sacrifice. My house shall be a house of sacrifice. To reveal that spirit in the moment of
extremity is to reveal God.

Not as men think him to be but as he in fact really is. That is why that centurion cried out. Truly this is the
son of God.

He was a dumb centurion. A gentile. A professional murderer.

But something was revealed in the extremity of suffering that he could not deny. Truly this is the son of
God. Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born again of God.

It was a revelation unto salvation. And God is going to call for it one more time. There will be a body on the
cross again.

Who gives itself willingly. But it will not be a centurion watching. It will be the nation of Israel.
Who have not believed. Who have denied Christ. Who have been the enemies of the gospel for your sake.
But when they see this demonstration. In that final moment. They will say truly this is the son of God.

This was critical for the conversion of Saul to Paul. It required the sacrifice of God's choicest servant
Stephen. He had to decrease that Saul might increase.

That the enemy of God should become the servant of God. That the destroyer of the church should
become the servant of the church. And nothing less than this revelation could do it.

It required his life. And Saul was never able to forget it. When Jesus confronted him on the road to
Damascus.

Out of the blinding light. Saul why do you kick against the prince? You can't get this out of your spirit. You
can't forget the way this man died.
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Whom you thought to be an enemy of your faith. But he exhibited something in his suffering and his dying.
That was the truest revelation of God.

And when he cried out Lord lay not this sin to their charge. It says that he fell asleep. He fell asleep or he
surrendered.

After he cried out it says that he fell asleep in the last verse of chapter 70. And when he had said this he
fell asleep. When Christ comes those that are asleep in Christ rise first.

And those that are alive and remain rise after them. It says those that remain means those that are barely
alive. Just barely surviving.

From the anti-Christ persecutions of the last days. A martyred church. That reveals the glory of God.

And when he cried out and said this he fell asleep. The purpose for his life and his being was completed.
There was no point to continue.

He had no desire to retain his earth. He had no desire to retain his life. For his purpose always was to fulfill
the purpose of the Lord.

That God might be glorified by him. In his living or in his dying. | think we are moving toward this
conclusion.

What kind of a church will move lIsrael to jealousy? A martyred church. What is the church that
demonstrates the manifold wisdom of God? A martyred church. For that is the manifold wisdom of God.

The powers of darkness cannot bear it. If they had known they would not have crucified the Son of the
Lord. For in his being subjected to their death.

He overcame them. In the character of God. With meekness and with humility.

Without complaint and without fear. As offering a fragrant sacrifice to the Lord. So | want to pray for the
church in Egypt.

And for your own dear heads. That may one day have to shed blood. Especially if you embrace the people
that God will send into your midst.

You will make yourself a candidate for dying. But how did God begin these days? He said in Isaiah 19
there will be an altar in Egypt in the midst of the Lamb. An altar of sacrifice.

And out of which Egypt shall become my people. Okay, bless you. Yeah, bless you.
Good day. Yes, okay. Amen.

In Isaiah. In that day there shall be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt. Verse 20 and it
shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts.

In the land of each of us. For they shall cry unto the Lord because of their trespasses. And he shall send a
savior, a great one and he shall deliver them.

At the end of verse 20. And he shall send them a savior. Yes, | did.
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And the Lord shall be known to each of them. The Lord shall be revealed in Egypt. Only by the altar that is
in the midst of the land.

Which is a sign and a witness. Exactly the word for martyr. And the Lord shall be known in the ages.

And the Egyptians shall know the Lord. So | don't know anything more than to pray. So | don't know
anything more than to pray.

It's a voluntary thing. It's not required. We do not have to be Christians of this ultimate kind.
But for those who will there is a crown. An eternal crown of glory. That's a privilege.

For as many as will. And when God hears your heart. He is released to bring into your life and into your
circumstances those things that fit you.

To be a Stephen for your generation. | think Stephen's final sainthood was prepared by the widows of the
Greeks and the Hebrews. Stephen's final sainthood was prepared by the widows of the Greeks and the
Hebrews.

That's why he was appointed to wait on the tables. Because there was so much bickering and fighting and
divisiveness and jealousy about who's getting this and who's getting that. And he had daily to function in
the midst of that.

The ordinary, the trials, the tensions, the irritations of the daily conflicts was the very thing out of which
God shaped the modern life. And he can shape ours out of the same. The frictions, the trials and the
demands of the everyday.

| used to joke and say until persecution comes from outside I'm suffering enough of it from within my own
family. | used to joke and say until persecution comes from outside I'm suffering enough of it from within
my own family. From within my own marriage.

From within my own circumstances. God has ways to fit us for the crown. Once we transact with him.

That we are a people for his eternal purpose. We sign up for martyrdom. It will reveal the God of Israel to
Israel.

And that same God to Egypt. Nothing less will. We just need to understand.

The true church is martyrdom. Always has been. Always has been.

And must, most certainly must be. At the end. Will you be in that number? Let's tell the Lord.
Thank you Jesus. Precious God. We would count it a privilege.

That we might offer a sacrifice to you. In the land. And we invite you to prepare us for that day.

As a people who are without complaint. Do not see ourselves as victim. That we have to suffer unhappy
circumstances.

We trust the Jesus who is at the right hand of the father. That our persecution has come to us as
Palestinians. Under our own roofs by unbelieving families.
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By spouses that are opposed to us. We receive it with joy. Let your light shine.

In our faces. That they may meet you through us. In the wilderness Lord.

As you spoke. You said | will meet with them face to face. Let it be this face to face.
That they see. Not the face of religious obligation. Or self pity.

Why me? How come me? But the face of joy. The privilege to share the sufferings of Christ. In the final
acts of God.

That conclude the age. And reveal him to the nations. Even this nation.

And that nation. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Fear of the future. Fear of martyrdom. Because of the spirits of fear in us.

But we trust in your blessings. We trust in your strength. We trust in your goals and plans in our lives Lord.
And we ask now. And | ask now. To fulfill your first goals and plans in your life Lord.

Don't leave the choice to me. Because | want to choose your first choice in my life Lord. No matter how
many choices we have.

Even if they are secondary. You are able to turn them to good. But my choice today is to be.
Let me really be. According to your first goal in my life. Since you made me in my mother's womb Lord.

Since you called me by my name Shada in my mother's womb Lord. What was your plan that you
prepared for me Lord. Fulfill it in my life.

And | say. My blessings are enough for you. Because your strength in weakness is complete Lord.

| thank you Lord. When we learned that we were coming to the Middle East. Becky who does not make
spontaneous and prophetic statements.

Is very seasoned and careful about what she says said. | sense that you are coming to anoint the body for
burial. And | didn't know what she meant.

Or what the Lord meant. By that at that time. But | have been thinking and | feel now.

If you can receive it. To anoint with oil. Anyone who has really made it clear with the Lord.

That they choose such a call. And that something would be conferred. With that blessing.

With that oil. As an anointing of a kind to bear. The full weight and demand.

Of the mother's life and the mother's death. So | just want to say that. And as you have washed my feet.
| want to perform. In the Lord's stead. In his place.

That kind of anointing. And what | do with the physical oil. That there is a corresponding.
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Unction from heaven. To bear and to fit us. For burial.

If you witness to that. And want that. | am willing.

But don't have the mentality. Well why not? It can't hurt. Don't play with God.

Don't desecrate. And make something cheap. That he intends as holy.

If it is not your calling. And you don't intend such a calling. Don't allow that prayer for yourself.
But if you are making it clear. Both to God and to witnesses. And to the principalities and powers.
Yes | embrace a modest call. Then. Translation.

Ok. Translation. | have a question.

Yes. | put myself on the altar. It's God's choice.

What kind of death | have. | don't have the right to say. Ok.

| want to be a martyr. | put myself on the altar. And he decides later.

It's like putting Isaac on the altar. And God decides whether he really gets cut. Or he doesn't need to.
You are putting yourself on the altar. Is the martyr's consecration. Yes.

How he requires it. Is his business. Whether through violence.

Through that. Whether it will come with an axe. With a bullet.

To have the spirit of being. To die. To have the spirit to die for Christ.

Yes. But not necessarily exactly like. Stephen.

You are not claiming your martyr's death. Ok. Stephen did not make that a condition.

And it came to him without any anticipation. He was only acting in obedience. To speak what he spoke.
And if God has it in his plan. That | need to do this. | am willing to do this.

We always carry around in our body. The death of Jesus. So that the life of Jesus.

May also be revealed. In our body. For we who are alive.

Are always being given. Over to death. For Jesus.

For Jesus sake. So that his life may be revealed. In our mortal body.

Is at work in us. But life is at work in you. Amen.

This is not some new gospel. Or an unusual gospel. It is the gospel.

And it is the faith. We are just affirming what our baptism really means. As a baptism unto death.
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And we are making it clear. Both to God and to the powers. In this process.

We are just affirming. The step of baptism. That we are buried with Christ.

In death. And we stand with Christ. Their backs were shredded.

From being beaten and lashed. They were in a hopeless place. Their feet were fastened to stocks.
They were in a place of filth. And parasites and prisoners. They were hundreds of miles.

From anyone who could know them. Or help them. It was their end.

And at midnight. Which is the darkest hour. The most depressing.

It says. Paul and Silas prayed. When you can sing praises unto God.

At midnight. Confident in God. That if you are sitting in a dungeon.

And your feet are bound. And your back is shredded. It is very God who has brought you to that.
You were obedient to the heavenly vision. And what we are doing is. We are going to fulfill the logic.
Of our obedience. How shall | say that. What our end is.

Is the natural. And inevitable. Conclusion or consequence.

Of our daily obedience. Because we have. Said to God that we are.

Embracing your eternal purposes. We are concerned for your glory. And we have put ourselves in the
place.

By which he can unfold something. And bring it to a logic. And to a conclusion of his own.
How that comes. It is no matter. So do not be afraid.

In fact | want to pray. Even as | anoint with oil. Against the spirit of fear.

I mean. Knowing the Lord was with me. And having peace of mind.

Because | was trusting in him. And memorizing the word. That way this group.

Is baptized into the Holy Spirit. And | have Holy Spirit. Yet | know | have Holy Spirit within me.
Because | have a love for the. A word and a desire. The desire to be priest.

But | just feel. Really unworthy. And | see a. | have seen through.

Mary and Terry's dedication. Here that are. In the church back home.

That | am not in the terrorist. Denomination of church. People are very serious.

In the word. | have always felt. | do not want to be presumptuous.

| have always felt that. Should communists. And | will just say the exact thing.
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If we were in our homes. And we would have to. Renounce Christ.

Or die. | have always believed. That he would give the.

Dying grace. That | could not live. If | did not line up.

With those who would die. | felt like. He would stop living.

To deny Christ. He would not really be living. And | thought it is a lot.

That | could not live myself. Or let the children. See me deny Christ.

| think Mary. Though you know. | would not set myself up as an example.

For others to follow. A consistency under a lot of stress. Of always.

Letting the Lord bring me through. The tunnels. That were very dark.

Now. | am not sure. If | understand.

It is my desire. And my prayer. That | would.

Never deny the Lord. Or dishonor him. Even in my old age.

Should | become. You know whatever. | am coming toward.

The place of decreasing. That | would never deny. But | don't.

When you said Paul. It is a. Your life. That you are living on the line.

All the time. And if there is something more. Like the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
That | am not rejecting. Should I. I don't want not to line up. With Christians here.
And say. | wouldn't. Divert the Lord.

Everyone else here. Because. | don't want to be on the other side of the camp.
Yet | am not sure. Why. Well choose it.

Make a decision. | choose. You know.

That is too lax. That is too indeterminate. That is too ambiguous.

Be decisive. Maybe | don't understand. Be decisive.

And choose an identity in God. See | was in Switzerland. In Zurich.

And | took the Swiss saints. To the places of martyrdom. Of the Anabaptist believers.
Of the 16th century. Who were drowned in the river Limat. That flows through Zurich.

| showed where they were burned at the stake. We went to the cave. Where they had their secret
meetings.
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To avoid the persecution from the reformed church. And | said to them that night. In a meeting.
Are you in a conscious. And unbroken continuum. With those saints.

Or do you see yourself. Just as merely charismatic. Will you choose now.

Your identity. Do you see yourself in connection. With an invisible cloud of witnesses.

Who are about us. And who are not yet complete without us. There has been an unbroken line.
In the whole history of the church. Of saints. Of whom the world is not worthy.

Who have suffered. Been persecuted. And have died for their faith.

For their salvation and their glory. And to say | identify with them. And | see myself in a continuum.
With them. Puts you in a place. To invite the same thing for your life.

As what they experienced. You see what | mean. And that's only a remnant church.

That has ever and always been. A remnant of believers. You don't have to be in that.

But you can choose to be. But there is more glory. Yes.

There is a suffering that precedes a glory. But we need to act. And we need to be decisive.

| do. Don't look at yourself. Who is sufficient for these things.

It's by the eternal spirit. That Jesus loved himself. As a sacrifice.

For what's by him to God. It wasn't on the basis of his humanity. Or his heroism.

And he is a patterned son. And that spirit. Which you are seeking.

Is the spirit that's available to us. For exactly that same mode of life. Both in our living and our dying.
The truth is that. Okay. Where is that 0il? Can | share just something.

A small thing. Go ahead and continue. In Matthew chapter 27.

Jesus refused to take the vinegar. With the more. Because he wanted to carry the more.

The pain. He didn't want to be. Alleviated.

Yeah. Yeah. It used to reduce the pain.

And he didn't want. The pain to be reduced. And then.

In song of Solomon. It says. You have been.

More. Yeah. You have been.

More. More. So | think.
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Stephen and all these martyrs that died. There was something about Christ. That did the work of Christ.
In the Calvary. That took out the pain. From the saints.

That's why Stephen died. And he didn't feel the pain. He saw the glory of God.

That's why Paul was cut. And he was singing and praising. Because there was somebody.
It's like a new kind of faith. Seeing the eternal weight of glory. Made his afflictions.

Both momentary. And life. And who has suffered more for the church.

How many times was he. Lashed with 39 strokes. How many times beaten with rods.

How many sufferance. How many fastings. His afflictions were momentary.

And life. Because he saw the eternal weight of glory. And that's not a poetry.

That's not a provision. We need to take our eyes off of Egypt. And our eyes off of ourselves.
And our flesh. And how is it going to hurt. And where is it going to come.

And look to heaven. He saw an open heaven. He wasn't looking at himself.

It's a freedom now. Not just in a final moment. It's a manner of living.

Not a manner of dying. It's a wonderful provision from God. Without fear.

Hallelujah. Thank you precious Jesus. Lord.

It's a part my God. A function. Of a distinct and holy kind.

For this daughter. To fit her and to prepare her. For the giving of herself my God.

And the things that are ordained. That reveal your glory. Take authority over the spirit of fear.
Amen. And with every soul. That receives this anointing.

I command the spirit of fear. Broken. It has been a prevalent power of darkness.

Over this nation. And over the church of this nation. Be broken in the name of Jesus.

We reveal you. You're a fraud. You're an empty threat.

You have no teeth. There's no fear. Where is thy sting and grave is thy terror.

We're not afraid of dying. We have been brought back from the dead. To live not unto ourselves.
But unto him. Who has raised us from the dead. In his resurrection.

Fear be ended in this life of Jesus. Hallelujah. Thank you precious God.

For a precious function. Not only for what is future. But what has been past.
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Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/14/SID14129.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/art-katz/arab-07-martyrdom-gods-normative-call/

Sermonlindex.net | Page 17



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




