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Godly Critiquing of Our Church Life

by Art Katz

Art Katz emphasi zes the necessity of godly self-examination and critiquing within church life to foster deeper
fellowship and spiritual growth.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 13:5, Galatians 6:4, Hebrews 10:24
Topics: "Church Life", "Self-Examination”

Description

Art Katz emphasizes the importance of self-examination and critiquing within the church to foster deeper
understanding and growth. He argues that a godly critigue can lead to healthier relationships, stronger
fellowship, and more effective service to God. Katz encourages congregations to assess their church life
critically, asking vital questions about the condition of their fellowship, the effectiveness of sermons, and
the overall responsiveness of the community. He highlights the need for a deeper engagement with the
Cross and a willingness to embrace the tensions of faith rather than seeking mere convenience.
Ultimately, this process of examination can lead to a richer spiritual life and a more profound experience of
God's presence.

Transcript

"Art Katz encouraged the duplicating of his audio messages, and there are no copyright claims for those
who desire to share them with others. However, Art's books and writings (including articles on this
website) do still carry a copyright, and permission needs to be sought if quoting from those is required."

The scriptures encourage us to "examine ourselves." Critiquing would be a synonym for examining. We
need to examine our lives, and events in our lives, in order to get their fullest meaning. If our lives were
examined in the biblical sense, we would end up with fewer divorces, more sustained marriages, a richer
quality of fellowship, and more significant and effective service for the Lord. There is an examining that is
godly. Something of an expansive kind happens in critiquing ourselves, or a fellowship, that enlarges our
spirits, and we do not fall back again to where we were before. There is a disposition that comes into us
because we now see life through new lenses.

How then should we be examining our church life? We should be asking ourselves: What is the condition
of our church life? What is the fellowship's deepest need? On hearing a sermon from the pulpit, to what
degree was that need touched or addressed? What do we know about God that we did not know before?
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What better sense do we have of Him? To what degree was there an anointing on the speaker? To what
degree was the preaching of the Cross expressed or represented? How do we feel about the format and
the conduct of our services? What about its leadership or elders? Are the people responsive to the word
spoken? Does the format of the fellowship hinder the full expression of God's life? What about the
children, and the necessity of programs for them? How were the public expressions from the leaders of
the fellowship? Were they supportive and flowing with what was taking place? Could they have been more
assertive, and call their flock to attention to that word and the requirement of it? Was there harmony and
agreement among the elders? What was the reaction of the people after the sermon? Was it contrary to
the spirit of the message? How much is lost in the word after the sermon? Does the preacher want people
to go home happy? Can the church not bear the tensions of the faith and go home pondering? This raises
the issue of the Cross. There needs to be a greater tolerance for suffering of an unresolved thing that is
not going to take place in one meeting. Do we want convenience? Do we want the word of God, and how
badly?

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/art-katz/godly-critiquing-of-our-church-life/
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