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A Test of Faith
by Arthur John Gossip

Faith is tested in difficult times and can be fragile in the face of adversity, but building on rock leads to spiritual

resilience and growth.

Scripture: Psalm 18:2, Jeremiah 12:5, Matthew 7:24, Hebrews 10:23, James 1:6

Topics: "Faith And Trials", "Spiritual Foundation"

Description

Arthur John Gossip emphasizes the importance of having a steadfast and unwavering faith in God,
comparing the challenges faced in life to running with footmen and contending with horses. He warns
against having a fair-weather religion that crumbles under pressure, using the analogy of an airplane
crashing when faced with a sudden obstacle. Gossip highlights the parable of building on sand versus
building on the rock, illustrating the necessity of a strong foundation in God to withstand life's storms and
trials.

Transcript

"If thou hast run with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses?
and if in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling
of Jordan?"

(Jer. 12:5).

But then so many people's religion is a fair-weather affair. A little rain, and it runs and crumbles; a touch of
strain, and it snaps. How often out at the front one lay and watched an airplane high up in the blue and
sunlight, a shimmering, glistening, beautiful thing: and then there came one shot out of a cloud, and it
crashed down to earth, a broken mass of twisted metal. And many a one's religion is like that. So long as
God's will runs parallel to ours, we follow blithely. But the moment that they cross, or clash, that life grows
difficult, that we don't understand, how apt faith is to fail us just when we have most need of it!

You remember our Lord's story of the two men who lived in the same village, and went to the same
synagogue, and sat in the same pew, listening to the same services: and how one day some kind of gale
blew into their lives, a fearsome storm. And in the one case, everything collapsed, and for a moment there
were some poor spars tossing upon wild waters, and then, nothing at all. For that unhappy soul had built
on sand, and in his day of need, everything was undermined, and vanished. But the other, though he too
had to face the emptiness, the loneliness, the pain, came through it all braver and stronger and mellower
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and nearer God. For he had built upon the rock. Well, what of you and me? We have found it a business to
march with the infantry, how will we keep up with the horsemen: if the small ills of life have frayed our faith
and temper, what will we do in the roar and the black swirl of Jordan?
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