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Dealing With 'Evil Propensities'
by Asa Mahan

The sermon emphasizes the importance of trusting in Christ's power to deliver us from sin and its control, rather

than relying on human effort or resolutions.

Scripture: Acts 20:21, Romans 6:22, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 3:5, Ephesians 6:10, Hebrews 12:28

Topics: "Sanctification", "Repentance"

Description

Asa Mahan emphasizes the importance of surrendering all aspects of our lives to Christ for both salvation
and sanctification. He highlights the need for sinners to repent, have faith in Jesus, and fully commit
themselves to Christ to receive forgiveness, become children of God, and experience peace and joy. For
believers struggling with living up to God's standards, Mahan stresses the necessity of confessing sins,
renewing obedience, and trusting in Christ for victory over temptations and propensities. He warns against
relying on human resolutions for sanctification but instead encourages complete trust in Christ for both
justification and sanctification, leading to a life centered on Christ and producing love, obedience, and
unmovable faith.

Transcript

When a sinner had inquired of me what he should do to be saved, I had known perfectly what needed to
be done in his case.

He needed to be instructed in regard to his sins, his ill-desert on account of sin, and his hopeless ruin in
sin. He needed then to be directed to Christ as his only hope and refuge. Having given up his sins, and
given himself wholly to Christ to be His servent forever, he must intrust his mortal and immortal interest to
the mercy and grace of God in Christ. Under such instruction, the sinner, by "repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ," obtains pardon, "power to become one of the sons of God," and
"peace and joy in believing."

But when a believer had come to me and confessed that he was not living as God requires, and asked me
how he should escape "the bondage of corruption," and attain to "the liberty of the sons of God," I had
instructed him to confess his sins, put them away, renew his purpose of obedience, and go forth with a
fixed resolution to do the entire will of God.

Now, here was a fundamental mistake. We are not only to be justified by the faith of Christ, "but to
sanctified also by the faith that is in Him." "Christ is of God made unto us," not only "wisdom and
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righteousness," that is, justification, but "sanctification and redemption" also.

If you desire a victory over your tempers, your appetites, and all your propensities, take them to Christ, just
as you take your sins to Him, and He will give you the victory over the former, just as He gives you pardon
for the latter. He is just as able and ready to save you from the power as he is to deliver you from the
condemnation of sin.

Here is the only cause of your many shortcomings. In the matter of justification, you have trusted Christ,
and He has done for you according to your faith. In the matter of sanctification, you have, instead of
trusting Christ to "sanctify and cleanse you with the washing of water by the Word," resolved and
re-resolved, and, as a consequence, have remained "carnal, sold under sin." So it will be, until you shall
cease wholly from man and from yourself, and trust Christ universally.

When He shall become the fixed and changeless center about which all your affections, and purposes,
and hopes, and confidence, shall revolve, then shall "your righteousness go forth as brightness, and your
salvation as a lamp that shineth," and in your love and obedience you shall be "as Mount Zion, which
cannot be moved, but which abideth for ever."

The command in the Bible is not Be strong in yourself, or in good resolution, but "Be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of His might." Trusting in Christ, you will "always have all-sufficiency in all things, and be
abundantly furnished unto every good work." It is not he that resolves, but "he that abideth in Christ, and
Christ in him, that bringeth forth much fruit."

It is because that "in my ignorance" I talked so much of human ability to do all that is required of us, and in
reality trusted in my own resolutions, instead of putting "my hope and trust in the living God" in the matter
of holy-living, that I am permitted to speak to you tonight of "the unsearchable riches of Christ," instead of
being cast aside as a vessel unfit for its master's use.

From this time onward let this be our changeless sentiment -- "Let us have grace whereby we may serve
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/asa-mahan/dealing-with-evil-propensities/
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