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Commendation in the Face of Condemnation
by A\W. Tozer

A.W. Tozer explores Paul's defense against condemnation, emphasizing the importance of humility and trust
within the church community.

Scripture: Romans 8:31, 1 Corinthians 9:1-2, 2 Corinthians 10:10, 2 Corinthians 11:1-6, 2 Corinthians 12:11-12, Galatians
1:10, Philippians 1:15-18, 1 Thessalonians 2:4, 2 Timothy 4:7-8, 1 Peter 3:14
Topics: "Humility in Leadership”, "Defending Faith"

Description

A.W. Tozer discusses the challenges faced by the Apostle Paul as he defends his apostolic authority
against detractors in Corinth who questioned his legitimacy and integrity. Despite the humiliation of having
to justify himself, Paul prioritizes the well-being of the church over his own pride, demonstrating his
commitment to his fellow Christians. Tozer emphasizes the importance of standing firm in faith and truth,
even when faced with condemnation and criticism from others. Paul's willingness to endure personal
sacrifice for the sake of the church serves as a powerful example of true leadership and devotion.

Transcript

Paul's Corinthian detractors first tried to discredit him entirely by starting a whispering campaign to the
effect that he was actually no apostle but a power-hungry impostor seeking to bring them under his
control. When the apostle had written his reply in defense of his apostolic authority, they then shifted their
attack and accused him of other kinds of double dealing. "He gives himself as a reference for himself,"
they said sarcastically. "He must have letters of recommendation like a common traveling preacher. Such
a man cannot be an apostle." Paul had to answer that, and he did. But it was not easy.

His second epistle to the Corinthians was surely one of the most difficult he was ever called upon to write,
for he was forced for the church's sake to speak in his own defense.

His beloved fellow Christians must trust him if he is to help them, so he will state his case frankly, even if
his whole soul shrinks from the task. The words "I am speaking as a fool," "I am become a fool," indicate
how deeply he felt the humiliation. But he sacrificed himself for the good of the church and let his enemies
think what they would. That was Paul's way.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/aw-tozer/commendation-in-the-face-of-condemnation/
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