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Faith That Acts in Faith
by A.W. Tozer

True faith involves using the means God has given us to achieve our desires, rather than relying solely on prayer

or other forms of devotion.

Scripture: Proverbs 16:3, Matthew 7:7, 1 Corinthians 9:24-27, 2 Corinthians 5:7, Galatians 5:6, Ephesians 2:10, Philippians
4:13, Colossians 3:23-24, Hebrews 11:1, James 2:17

Topics: "Faith in Action", "Practical Christianity"

Description

A.W. Tozer emphasizes the importance of acting on our faith rather than merely expressing it through
prayer or enthusiasm. He illustrates this with the story of a farm boy who prays for fish while ignoring the
practical means of fishing, highlighting that faith must be accompanied by action. Tozer argues that being
overly pious without taking the necessary steps can lead to missed opportunities, and true faith involves
using the intelligence and resources God has provided. He challenges the notion of fanaticism in faith,
suggesting that genuine enthusiasm should lead to tangible actions in pursuit of God's blessings.

Transcript

People use the word fanatic whenever you get a little bit joyful about the Lord. They say you are a fanatic.
Webster says that a fanatic is somebody who is too enthusiastic about religion, as if you could be too
enthusiastic about religion. John Wesley said, "A fanatic is one who seeks desirable ends but ignores
constituted means." Suppose a farmer boy with his blue jeans, torn shirt and tattered straw hat wants to
get a fish. His mother says, "Why don"t you go down and catch a couple of trout, son."

So he goes down by the creek. It is a beautiful day, the sun is shining and the cows are standing deep in
the water under the shade trees. So the boy pulls off a stalk of grass and begins to nibble on it, and he
starts wondering about those fish. He says to himself, "I remember the pastor said if we want anything to
pray for it." In the meantime the fish are breaking the surface begging to be caught. But there he is
praying, "Lord, send me some fish." He can pray until he dies and he will never have any fish.

The Lord put intelligence in his head and gave him what we call constitited means. The farm boy takes a
branch from a tree, ties on an ordinary piece of cord, puts a bent pin on the end and throws the hook with
a worm on it into the streams. The fish will take it. Would it be proper for the farm boy to be pious and pray
for fish or to throw in his hook and pull out fish? Everybody knows that if a farm boy addresses the
Almighty God in a loud voice asking for fish when the fish are breaking the surface begging to be caught,
something is wrong. He is a fanatic--he is trying to get a desirable end, but he is ignoring constituted
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means.
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