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God at Work or Just Me?

by A.W. Tozer

True spiritual growth and change come from a convinced mind and a natural urge, not from external pressure.

Scripture: Psalm 119:105, Proverbs 3:5-6, John 16:13, Romans 8:14, 2 Corinthians 3:17, Galatians 5:1, Ephesians 4:30,
Philippians 2:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:19, James 1:5
Topics: "The Role of the Holy Spirit", "Authenticity in Faith"

Description

A.W. Tozer emphasizes the importance of genuine motivation in faith, arguing that forcing individuals to
act under psychological pressure leads to a weak and insincere religion. He asserts that valid actions must
stem from natural urges or a convinced mind, much like hunger drives a person to eat without external
prompting. Tozer warns against manipulating others into compliance, advocating instead for presenting
the truth and allowing the Holy Spirit to inspire genuine desire for change. This approach respects human
nature and fosters authentic spiritual growth.

Transcript

To apply pressure, a person projects himself or herself into the minds and consciences of people made in
the image of God and forces them psychologically to do something they have no particular reason for
wanting to do. They are not basically interested in it and have no satisfactory reason for doing it, but they
are under pressure. If they do not have a reason for doing what they are going to do, they will not know
why they are invovled. Then when they get out they will not be sure that they were in, and so the whole
process makes for weak, spineless religion.

This violates the law of human nature, which dictates that all valid acts must arise from a natural urge or
from a convinced mind. An example of a natural urge is when you are hungry. You may be very hungry,
but your hunger does not have a high intellectual content in it. Nobody needs to stand up and say, "Now,
all you who are hungry raise your hands." You know you are hungry, and you just go out to eat. Hunger is
a natural urge. Another legimate reason for an act is a convinced mind.

I am convinced that | ought to do something, and | do it because | have a conviction that it ought to be
done. Those are the only two reasons for doing anything. If | force people under psychological pressure
and steamroll them into doing something because they are too weak to resist, | have violated their nature.
Our approach to getting people out of the rut, then, must not be to pressure them to do something they
don't want to do. Instead, we must present the truth and let the Holy Spirit prompt them to want to escape.
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