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Living That Grieves the Spirit
by A.W. Tozer

The Holy Spirit is grieved by our sin, causing us to become stuck in a rut and lose our connection with God.

Scripture: Psalm 17:9, Psalm 38:6, Isaiah 33:1, Jeremiah 4:13, Jeremiah 9:19, Jeremiah 10:20, Jeremiah 12:12, Hosea
10:2, Joel 1:10, Micah 2:4, Zechariah 11:2

Topics: "Repentance", "Sinfulness"

Description

James urges believers to experience deep sorrow and wretchedness over their sins, emphasizing the
need for genuine repentance and inner penitence rather than external ascetic practices. The call to be
miserable is a call to heartfelt mourning and a recognition of the seriousness of sin, echoing the warnings
of the Old Testament prophets about impending judgment. Through examples from Psalms, Hosea,
Micah, Joel, Zechariah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, the concept of devastation and ruin due to sin is vividly
portrayed, highlighting the consequences of unrepentant hearts.

Transcript

It is almost certain that sin is the cause of the rut, the circular grave in which so many people find
themselves. Since only sin offends God, and sin is extremely deceitful, it can be present doing its deadly
work while the people may not be aware of it at all until it is called to their attention. There are several
kinds of sin that cause the rut. First is the sin of omission, an act left undone that should have been done.
Next is the sin of commission, which is an act displeasing to God, to the Holy Spirit.

There is also sin of the flesh. The world may approve of sin of the flesh, and even churches and pastors
may permit it. It is astonishing what preachers will joke about with their congregations, laugh off and put up
with. Maybe pastors permit it or laugh it off at least, and say, "Oh well, you can't be too holy, too angelic in
this world." But the Holy Spirit is grieved by it. So the people move around their circular grave not hearing
the voice much any more. They used to hear it, "Get up, get up.

You've been in this place long enough. Get up! Move! There's the land before you--I've given it to you. It's
all in the covenant; it is all in the purchase of the blood. It is all yours. Get up and move toward me. Move
toward the holy place and the holy land and your possessions. Victory and deliverance and power in
prayer--it is all yours. Rise up and take it." They once heard that signal coming strongly to them, but it is
not coming so strongly any more. The Holy Spirit is grieved and does not talk so much. And the people
move around in their circular grave.
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