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The Necessity of the Spirit's lllumination
by A.W. Tozer

The Holy Spirit illuminates truth for the loving mind, allowing for immediate apprehension and understanding of
the Bible.

Scripture: Psalm 25:9, Psalm 119:105, Proverbs 2:6, John 14:26, Romans 8:26-27, 1 Corinthians 2:12-14, Ephesians
1:17-18, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, James 1:5, 1 John 4:7
Topics: "Holy Spirit", "Understanding Truth"

Description

A.W. Tozer emphasizes the necessity of the Holy Spirit's illumination in understanding truth, identifying
four causes of religious confusion: misunderstanding of truth, lack of love, unbelief, and nonobedience. He
asserts that wisdom and love are intertwined, and only the humble and loving heart can truly grasp the
mysteries of Christian truth as revealed in Scripture. Without the Spirit's enlightenment, the complexities of
faith remain elusive, leading to confusion among those who approach theology without love. Tozer
illustrates that while theologians may struggle to piece together doctrine, a loving mind receives immediate
understanding through the Spirit's guidance.

Transcript

| said that the causes of religious confusion were four, and | named misunderstanding of the nature of
truth as one of them.

The others are lack of love, unbelief and nonobedience.

"Wisdom is a loving spirit," says the Wisdom of Solomon. "He guides the humble in what is right and
teaches them his way" (Psalm 25:9), says David, the father of Solomon, and these set forth a truth which
the whole Bible joins to celebrate; namely, that love and wisdom are forever joined and that soundness of
moral judgment is for the meek alone. The humble, loving heart intuits truth as the Scriptures reveal it and
the Holy Spirit illuminates it. The Spirit will not enlighten an unloving mind; and without His enlightenment
the mysteries of Christian truth must forever remain a stranger to us.

To the loving mind God gives the power of immediate apprehension, and to none other. The theologian
who is only a theologian must work out the teachings of the Scriptures as a child works out a jigsaw
puzzle, fitting piece to piece with painstaking labor till at last he has a body of doctrine bearing some
resemblance to the Biblical revelation. The difficulty (and the source of confusion) is that certain pieces will
fit anywhere and others nowhere, so they may be forced into place or tossed back in the box at the whim
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of the student. But where love and illumination are, the picture always comes out right. The Spirit says one
thing to all loving hearts.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/aw-tozer/the-necessity-of-the-spirits-illumination/
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