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John the Baptist
by Basilea Schlink

God calls us to prepare a way for Him by living in the spirit of repentance and devoting ourselves to following

Jesus.

Duration: 4:35

Scripture: Isaiah 40:3, Matthew 3:1-3, Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:4, Luke 1:76-77, Luke 3:4-6, John 3:30

Topics: "Radio Show"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher discusses the life and ministry of John the Baptist as a forerunner of Jesus
Christ. John the Baptist was chosen by God to prepare the way for the coming Messiah. He lived a life of
selflessness and devotion to Jesus, rejoicing as his own disciples decreased and those of Jesus
increased. John the Baptist's powerful preaching of repentance was rooted in his own daily practice of
repentance. The sermon encourages listeners to become forerunners of Jesus by radiating love for Him
and living in a spirit of penitence.

Transcript

God lives and works today. He is calling us to prepare a way for Him, so that through each one of us He
may come to the whole world. That is why the message of John the Baptist is a special message for us in
today's program by Basilia Schlenk.

When John the Baptist was born, the neighbors must have asked, what will this baby grow up to be? And
what did he become? God chose him and made him ready to live not for himself, but for Jesus, the coming
Messiah. The dearest wish of John the Baptist was to decrease in relation to his Lord, who had come
down from heaven to earth. And so he rejoiced as the number of his own disciples decreased and those of
Jesus increased.

Who can know how much John the Baptist must have loved Jesus? It was this devoted love which made
John the Baptist the true forerunner of the Messiah. But how did he attain this self-forgetting love? What
made him such a powerful preacher of repentance, whose words the people could not ignore? Surely this.
John the Baptist was the first to turn to repentance and let his pride be broken.

He spent many years in the wilderness until he came to preach repentance before the multitudes. There
he practiced repentance daily. This was the root of his power as preacher and as one who prepared a way
in the wilderness.
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John the Baptist had lived out the repentance to which he called others. Brought low under God's
judgment, he was prepared to be the herald of the coming Lord. John the Baptist still speaks to us today
when the second coming of Christ draws near.

Jesus waits once more for those who will be ready to prepare the way. He seeks modern-day followers of
John the Baptist who will devote themselves to following our Lord Jesus. He waits for those who will live
daily in the spirit of repentance.

For all my sins you will impart The greatest of your graces For all my sins you will impart Abundant sorrow
to my heart To make me truly humble Jesus is standing at the door as the one who's coming, but he can't
come if the way is not prepared. Shall we not hearken to this call of Jesus and walk in the footsteps of
John the Baptist? Shall we not become our Lord's forerunners? Oh, may our hearts so radiate love for our
Lord Jesus that others will be enkindled as well. Spirit of penitence, I pray Give me another heart today A
broken heart most humble That will not hide but make it play My sin caused Jesus such great pain But
now I'm on to grieving Phoenix, Arizona 85028-4099 God bless you!

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/22/SID22840.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/basilea-schlink/john-the-baptist/
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