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07 - New Commandment Love
by Ben Torrey

Ben Torrey teaches on the importance of New Commandment love, which is the love that Jesus commands us to

have for one another, as He loved us, willing to suffer and die for us.

Duration: 7:43

Scripture: John 13:34-35, John 17:20-23, Romans 12:4-5, Romans 12:9-10, 1 Corinthians 13:1, 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, 1
Peter 4:8

Topics: "Love"

Description

In this sermon, Ben Torrey discusses the importance of love in the body of Christ, which is the Church. He
refers to 1 Corinthians 12:13, which states that we are all baptized into one body by the Holy Spirit,
making us members of the Church. Torrey emphasizes the need for New Commandment Love, which is
the love that Jesus commanded his followers to have for one another. He highlights the qualities of this
love, such as patience, kindness, and forgiveness, as described in 1 Corinthians 13:4-5. Torrey also
mentions the significance of this love in demonstrating unity and proclaiming the gospel to the world, as
stated in John 17.

Transcript

Good evening, this is Ben Torrey once again. Last week I spoke about the church as the body of Christ,
and how each of us are members of it. I spoke about how much it hurts Jesus when we are divided from
each other, just as it would hurt any of us if someone were to divide our arms or legs from the rest of our
bodies.

Tonight I want to talk with you about what it is that holds the parts of Jesus' body together. That's love.
More specifically, I want to talk about what I call New Commandment love.

Last week we saw in 1 Corinthians 12, 13 that we are all baptized into one body by the one Holy Spirit.
That is how we become members of this body that is the Church of Jesus Christ. We often think of this
also as our Christian family.

We are brothers and sisters, regardless of denomination. This month we will look at what Jesus tells us is
important for us as brothers and sisters to do, His New Commandment to us. This is how the body is held
together.
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Jesus said in John 13, 34, a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have
loved you, that you also love one another. The Old Commandment is that we love others as we love
ourselves. Jesus himself repeats this in Matthew 22, 39 when he was quoting the Old Testament in what
we call the summary of the law.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind. This is the first
and great commandment. And the second is like it.

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. The New Commandment that Jesus gives us is that we love one
another as He loved us, enough to suffer horrendous suffering and death for one another if necessary. Do
you love your brothers and sisters that much? First John 4, 20, the one who does not love his brother
whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.

We see that how we receive this command to love one another as Christ loved us is directly related to how
well we love God. It is also directly related to our witness to the world. In John 13, 35, Jesus continues his
New Commandment by saying, by this all men will know that you are my disciples if you have love for one
another.

The unity that God wants us to have comes from this kind of love. It also bears witness to the Gospel.
Jesus in his great prayer to the Father for us in John chapter 17 prays this, I do not ask on behalf of these
alone, but for those also who believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, even as you,
Father, are in me and I in you, that they may all also be in us, so that the world may believe that you sent
me.

The glory which you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as we are one, I in
them and you in me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that you sent me and
love them, even as you have loved me. Jesus commands us to love one another as he loved us, New
Commandment love. As we share this love with one another, we can know that we love God and we can
be confident that he is glorified as the world sees this love.

We know that we must preach the word of God for people to know of him and receive his salvation. This is
the great commission that Jesus gave to his church. However, if we are not demonstrating the love of
Christ for one another, sharing New Commandment love, all that we say with our mouths about salvation
becomes a lie.

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or
clanging cymbal, 1 Corinthians 13.1. As we seek to achieve true unity in love, we also know that this calls
for us to have great patience with one another, being quick to forgive and overlook that which bothers us.
1 Peter 4.8, Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.
1 Corinthians 13.4-5, Love is patient, love is kind, is not jealous.

Love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly. It does not seek its own, is not
provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered. And then Romans 12, verses 4 and 5 and then
again in 9 and 10, For just as we have many members in one body, and all the members do not have the
same function, so we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

Therefore, let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil, cling to what is good, be devoted to one
another in brotherly love, give preference to one another in honor. Christ's new commandment love can be
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seen as the lifeblood of the body of Christ, of the Church.

Without this love for one another, all other protestations of unity and desire to proclaim God are nothing. In
fact, without it we die, the body of Christ dies. It is that which by the breath of the Holy Spirit breathed into
the Church gives life to Christ's body here on earth.

Our search for unity among all who are baptized into Christ's Church begins with this command to love
one another as He loved us, new commandment love. Let us pray. O Lord, who has poured out Your Holy
Spirit upon us and made us one with Your Son as members of His body, enable us to love one another
with the same love that He had for us, the love that willingly and lovingly suffered the horrendous death of
crucifixion for our sake.

He prayed that we might be one and called us to love one another that the world may know that He has
sent us. We have failed so miserably in showing His and Your love to the world. Forgive us.

Cause Your holy love, the very power that unifies the Holy Trinity and that is the lifeblood of Christ's body,
cause it to flow in us and from us to all around us that they may know the same wonderful and precious
love in the name of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, who loved us and died for us. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/SID24716.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/ben-torrey/07-new-commandment-love/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


