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Filled With the Lord of Christ
by Bill McLeod

Bill McLeod's sermon emphasizes the necessity of humility and the filling of the Holy Spirit for a vibrant

Christian life.

Duration: 48:00

Scripture: Job 11:7-9, Ecclesiastes 3:14, Matthew 16:25, John 15:16, Ephesians 3:17-19, 1 Thessalonians 4:17

Topics: "Spirit Of Christ"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the concept of forgiveness and the importance of forgiving
others. He uses the analogy of a drop of water in a bucket to illustrate how insignificant our sins are
compared to God's forgiveness. The preacher shares a story about a woman who survived a brutal attack
during the Cultural Revolution in China and later discovered that the person who led the attack was living
nearby. The sermon also includes a personal anecdote about a man struggling with pornography addiction
and his reluctance to address it. The preacher challenges him to confront his sin and reminds him of the
impact it has on his relationship with Jesus.

Transcript

I love it. I'll sing in heaven. By the way, I just got some advertising in the mail the other day, and they have
on a CD, they have about 4,000 of Spurgeon's sermons, all index and everything, plus all of Calvin's
sermons for 95 bucks.

So sell your car and buy it. But I don't have the address with me. I can send that to Harold, and you can
check with him later on if you'd like to get a hold of that.

It would be very, very interesting, I would think, to have all of Spurgeon's printed sermons, indexed and all.
And by the way, there's a new book, I just finished reading it, it's called The Case for Christ. I don't know if
you've heard of it.

It's the best apologetic. Yes? Thank you. This book, The Case for Christ, the guy was an agnostic, and he
visited 16 leading New Testament scholars in the United States and had all kinds of curveballs to throw at
them, and there are 16 chapters in his book, because he had a recorder with him and recorded the entire
conversation.
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Each chapter revolves around one of these scholars that he dealt with. And then at the end, because they
answered every question he asked, and he said, Now who do I do? And he became a Christian. It's a
great book.

Like I say on apologetics, it's the best I've come across. The Case for Christ. Ephesians 3, verse 14.

For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might, the word is power, with power by his Spirit in the inner man. That Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with
all saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height, and to know the love of Christ, which
passes knowledge, that you might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now, unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, I unto him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.

Amen. In chapter 2, Paul had been talking about time past, when we who are not Jews were outside the
kingdom of God. We were called the uncircumcision by the Jews who were called the circumcision, and it
says we had no Christ, we had no God, we had no promises, we had no hope, we had no citizenship in
the kingdom of God, we had nothing and we were nothing.

But he says, now, that was time past, now in Christ Jesus, you who sometimes were far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ. He explains how God has knocked down the middle wall that stood between the
Jew and the Gentile, and that's gone. And we both, it says, have access by one Spirit unto God the
Father.

So he says, and now therefore you are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the
saints of the household of God, and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom all the building, fitly framed together, grows unto a
holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built together for a habitation of God through the Spirit. And
that's how the chapter ends. Then notice in the next chapter, Paul says, for this cause, I, Paul, he's talking
about what has happened that the Jew and the Gentile, there is no difference now to God, because all
have sinned and come short of the glory of God, and he broke down that middle wall of partition, as I said
before, that's gone.

So we're no longer strangers, fellow citizens, except just as completely as any Jew would be accepted,
because there's no difference. So Paul is looking back to that, for this cause. But then he digresses for 13
verses and comes back to it again.

Notice verse 14, for this cause, there is the phrase again. So he got into something else for 13 verses and
came back to it again. For this cause, the fact that we are being built together for a habitation of God
through the Spirit, we don't know exactly what this means except what it says.

But the experience will be beyond our comprehension now, I'm sure. For this cause, I bow my knees. Let's
stop there for a moment.

What is the proper physical attitude we should assume when we pray? Should we always kneel? Well,
kneeling is certainly right, because Solomon knelt on a scaffold that he built for that purpose at the
dedication of the temple and stretched up his arms to God and prayed a remarkable prayer. So kneeling is
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fine. But Christ said, when you stand praying, so praying standing is fine, too.

Then David went to the temple and sat before God and prayed, so it's fine to pray when you're seated.
And I'm sure when Jonah prayed he was horizontal, and so you can pray when you're in bed. But I've
prayed in all of those ways.

The physical posture doesn't really matter, but somebody put it this way, they said, but you have to be
kneeling in your heart, knowing who God is and who we are. When you stop to think, all nations of the
world, everybody ever in the world, from Adam to the last person that's born, put together, the Bible says,
are like before God, one drop in a bucket. If you were carrying an empty bucket walking down a trail and
somebody snuck in behind and put a drop of water in, would you feel its weight? Of course you wouldn't.

You wouldn't even know it's there. And God says that about all the nations of the world. He even goes
further than that because he says that we as individuals are what he calls a mathematical impossibility.

He said we are less than nothing and vanity. How can you be less than nothing? I know many times when
I pray, I say, hey God, I know you're talking to a hole in the ground, that's what I am, just a hole in the
ground. Less than nothing and vanity.

So when we come before the God of the universe, we have to come understanding not only who he is and
how great he is, but how little we are. You know, if you got on a rocket and traveled at the speed of light,
you could pass the moon in two seconds. I've read some, I think it's nine minutes to go past the sun.

I'm not sure of all these figures, but it's three and a half years, I think, before you come to the nearest star,
Alpha Centauri. Three and a half years at the speed of light. Now you're talking about millions of miles an
hour.

And that's the nearest star. The local solar system, the Milky Way constellation of which our local solar
system is a part, the Milky Way is so vast, if you're traveling at the speed of light, it will take you a hundred
thousand years to cross it. And this is the God we're dealing with.

And since we're less than nothing, we better size down a little. I think it was Moody that said, humility gets
the most from God. It's not wrong sometimes to tell God, you know, you're just a bag of garbage.

All right. I bow my knee unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. To whom shall we pray? God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.

If it's wrong to pray to the Spirit, then we have to get rid of some songs. If it's wrong to pray to Christ, let's
get rid of some songs. You know, my Jesus, I love thee, I know thou art mine.

And other songs we sing that are really prayers. There's no jealousy in the Godhead. However, having
said that, I say this.

Jesus said, in that day, he's talking about the day of his resurrection, in that day you shall ask me nothing.
Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Now, you see, that basically we need to,
don't misunderstand me or misquote me either.

I'm not saying it's wrong to pray to Christ in the Holy Spirit. It isn't. I do it myself.
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But I think basically we need to be praying to God the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. And I
say that because in some Christian circles, they're always praying and only praying to Jesus. And I don't
think it's quite biblical.

Let's pass on from there. Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named. God just has one
family.

He doesn't have a Jewish family and a Gentile family. He has one family. And then keep this in mind.

You know, when Jesus comes back, the trumpet blows and the church is caught up from all around the
world to meet the Lord in the air. And so shall we ever be with the Lord. Thank God.

However, keep this in mind, that most of the church is already in heaven. Right? I mean, they've been
going over for 19 centuries now. There are millions, most of the church is in heaven already.

That's why the Bible says, those also who sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. So it's not exactly true to
say that the church will be caught up because most of the church will be coming with him. That small part
of the church left in the world will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air at that particular time.

That he would grant you. And somebody put it this way. If God doesn't do it, it just won't get done.

And Ecclesiastes is a wonderful verse. It says, whatsoever God does, it shall be forever. Nothing can be
put to it nor anything taken from it.

And God does it that men should fear before him. Whatever God does. Jesus talked about that in John 15.

You have not chosen me, but I've chosen you and ordained you that you should go and bring forth fruit
and that your fruit should remain. We call that abiding fruit. That clicks in with that verse in Ecclesiastes.

Whatever God does, it shall be forever. And how do we get abiding fruit? He tells us in the context in John
15. That whatsoever you ask the Father in my name, he will do it for you.

He may do it. That's how we get abiding fruit. We get it through prayer.

Prayer and faith. Believing God. God does it, it's forever.

That he would grant you according to the riches of his glory. How wealthy, how rich is God? I read about a
city somewhere in the States. I'm not even sure where.

San Francisco, I'm not even sure where it was. Anyway, there's a certain area of the city in which
providing you are a millionaire, you may live there. There's another area in the same city where you can
live only if you are a multi-millionaire.

And there's a third section in the city where you can live only if you are a billionaire. And I read that and I
thought, what utter nonsense is this? They wouldn't use million dollar bills to light a fire in heaven. It's not
current over there.

You know what it says in Proverbs? The rich and the poor, they meet together on the same level. As far as
God is concerned, I read an article in a magazine a while ago and this lady, she said, I absolutely refuse to
be poor. She was in this prosperity syndrome thing, you know, and she made a great big case about it.
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She absolutely refused to be poor because she said, my father is so wealthy and there's no reason why I
should be poor. So I wrote her a letter. And I gave her that verse in James chapter two, how can my
beloved brethren, has not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith? I'm glad to be able to say that
she wrote a sweet letter back, completely humbled, thanked me for my letters.

I'll never make that mistake again. Why are the poor of this world rich in faith? Because they have to be to
survive. It's never bad to be poor.

When I first went preaching, the church said they'd pay me $30 a month if it came in, which sometimes it
didn't. A little way church up in the sticks in Northern Canada. And I got married after six months, then two
of us had to live on $30 a month.

There was no way you could do that because although that's a long while ago, 56, whatever years ago
now, you know, men in those days were, I mean, a guy with an average job, he'd be making maybe $100,
$125 a month. So I was considerably short, but you know what? We never went short. We gave the tithe
and the offering right from the beginning, did all we could, and God always came through.

I remember one time a guy called and he gave us three hams. We ate hams until we looked like it, you
know. And sometimes a sack of turnips, which I didn't particularly care for then.

I don't mind them now. But anyway, God has chosen the poor of this world rich in faith. Let me tell you
something, brethren, in case you don't know this.

There are 75 countries in the world where the average annual income is 5% of what it is in the United
States of America. 75 countries. My son was in Bangladesh.

He said, Dad, you can't believe it. He said, the average annual income in Bangladesh is $85 a year. I
talked to some tailors in Madras in Southern India, and they were making $2 a week.

Not $2 an hour, $2 a week. And a lot of the people in India we met were living on one bowl of rice a day. I
don't know how they did it, except by the grace of God.

And many of these people were Christian people. How wealthy is God? He's got everything. He's got
anything that you'll need.

You can never have a problem that God can't solve. That is totally impossible. But we have to come to
God in God's way.

We can't come demanding. We have to come imploring. And we have to be honest.

And we have to stop blaming our wives, or our kids, or our job, or our neighbor, or someone else. That all
started in the Garden of Eden. You know, my oldest daughter, Judy, when she was about 10, maybe, and
my next daughter-in-law was about 7, we were at a place called Pine Falls, Manitoba for Christmas.

My in-laws lived there, and we were having a great time. Snow like this, I happened to look out the
window, just in time to see Judy grab Lois from behind and push her head first into a big snowbank. And
she turned, and blowing snow, and came in the house crying, Judy, bring me the snow.

So I called Judy in, you know. And that rascal, she stood there like this, and she said, Daddy, I didn't do it.
You know, I have a voice reserved for occasions like that.
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And I went like this, Judith Lynn McCloud, don't you lie to me. I was looking out the window, and I saw you
do it. Well, Daddy, I really didn't do it.

This little hand did it. Where'd she get that from? She got it from me, I guess. And I got it from my dad, and
he got it from his dad, all the way back to Adam, you know.

That's where it started. Adam blamed Eve, she blamed the devil. The devil had more on her than both of
them, never said anything.

You know, a game warden in Canada told him one time, it wasn't hunting season, he heard a big rifle blast
in a park, one of our national parks, there's thousands of elk in there, you know. So he went to look, being
a game warden. And he comes to a little clearing, the guy didn't see him, the guy was kneeling by the
carcass of the elk, he's got a knife in his hand, he's got blood on his hand, his rifle is leaning against the
tree, and suddenly he sees the game warden coming, what does he say? I didn't do it.

That's what he said. This game warden told me. Dear people, that's why we don't get along with God.

You did do it, tell God. Lord, I'm guilty. I did this, I thought this, I failed you.

Be honest with God, and God will be honest and direct with you. As long as we fool around and blame it
on something else. You know what it says in Hosea chapter 5, that's Israel, they shall go to their flocks
with their herds to seek the Lord, but they won't find him.

He has withdrawn himself from them. So I say to myself, now wait a minute, these people mean business,
they're going with animals to sacrifice to God, and God's walking away? Why is he doing that? Well, read
the last verse of the same chapter. God said, I will go and return to my place until they acknowledge their
offense and seek my face.

So they were seeking the face of God, but they were not admitting their sin. The marginal reading says,
that the Hebrew language says, until they be guilty. Until we're guilty, it's not much use to come before
God.

All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. There is none righteous, no not one. None is good
save one, that's God, Jesus.

You need to accept that. So he would grant you, God has, as I said before, dear people, don't ever listen
to the devil's lies that God can't help you. He can.

And all he asks, you know, read James 4, about 8 to 10. I call it God's recipe for personal revival. Be
afflicted and mourn and weep.

Let your laughter be turned to mourning, your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and he shall lift you up. It's great.

Draw near to God, and he will draw near. That's verse 8. And he will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Men come to be afflicted and mourn and weep. That he would grant you, according to his riches and glory,
to be strengthened with might, with power, by his Spirit in their inner man. It's as if Paul is praying for the
Christians at Ephesus, indeed for us today, that we might be filled with God's Spirit in a new way, the
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power of God in my life.

But notice what he has in mind, why he's praying this. This was for years a puzzle to me. I could never
quite figure it out.

He's praying that we might be strengthened with power by the Spirit of God, so that Christ might dwell in
our heart by faith. And I thought, now wait a minute. Christ already dwells in my heart by faith.

This happened years ago. Why is Paul praying that it might happen again? Did Christ leave me? Is that
what he means? I don't think he meant that at all. But I puzzled over it.

I remember reading something Moody said one time. He said, I read the Bible the way I eat fish. If I come
across a bone, I don't quit eating fish.

I lay the bone on the side of the plate, and I go right on eating fish. And I do the same in the Bible. If I
come across something I don't understand, I set it aside.

I ask God to tell me what it means, and somewhere down the road he's going to do that. And I did the
same. I said, God, I don't understand this, but someday you're going to show me.

Kenneth Weiss has done a New Testament. He's a Greek scholar, and I happen to have this. And I was
reading one day and came across this verse, and a light went on.

He translated it this way, that Christ may settle down and feel at home in your heart by faith. Jesus Christ
cannot feel at home in a heart that's filled with pride. I mean, how can he? We have been joined to the
Lord.

It says, he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit. We have become one with Christ. The relationship is so
close.

You know, I preached in logging camps for four and a half years with Shantyman's Christian Association
up in Canada, and many times I stayed in little, well, board-trapped hotels. You could hear everything
going on all around, down below and up above and on both sides and ends. And the wickedness in some
of those places was awful.

I rarely felt at home. One time I had a room right over the beer parlor. And you know, Saturday night, you
can imagine what's going on down below in the beer parlor.

The hollering and the shouting and sometimes the fighting and the screaming and all the rest of it, you
know. Did I feel at home? I never felt at home. I wanted to get out of there, but I couldn't.

I had to stay there. I had nowhere else to go. And Christ likewise, dear people, even the demons call him
the Holy One of God.

That's what he is. You can sit down and think evil. You can do it even on the platform before you go to the
pulpit.

And nobody knows but God. Well, it shouldn't matter that nobody knows but God. It shouldn't matter that
God knows.
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And Christ cannot settle down and feel at home in a heart that does that. Or if you have bitterness in your
heart, you can't forgive somebody for something or other. You think Christ feels at home in that kind of a
heart where there's bitterness? When he said that all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor would be
put away with all malice and be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake
has forgiven you, since God has freely forgiven you all trespasses, you must forgive also.

I was called in the middle of the night one time to go to a home. I got there and then I found out what had
happened. It was two o'clock in the morning, I guess.

She was sitting over here, mad as a person can be. He was sitting over here in a chair. He was crying.

He'd been in the meetings, got his life straightened out, and went to his wife and confessed he had been
guilty of adultery. He'd fallen into it just once, but he committed adultery. And he asked her forgiveness
and she'd ordered him out, and he wanted me to help the situation.

So I finally got her attention. I said, now sister, do you mind if I say something that Jesus said in Matthew?
She nodded her head slightly. So I said, now here's a person.

I said, I'm going to put it in Canadian dollars. And so he owed $50,000, and in those days you could be
thrown in jail, in a debtor's jail. There are countries where they still do that, you know.

You can be thrown in jail if you can't pay your debts. It's the most stupid thing I've ever heard of. How are
you going to earn money to pay your debt if you're in jail? It doesn't make any sense at all.

But then a lot of things don't make sense in some countries. And so he couldn't pay, and he said to his
creditor, have mercy, have patience, and I'll pay it all. And he says, the guy was moved with compassion.

He said, hey, wait a minute, chum. Why don't we just write it all? Why don't we just write that? You don't
owe me anything. And the same guy goes out in the street, and he finds the guy that owes him $5, and he
gets him by the throat, and he shakes him until his teeth rattle, and he said, pay me with you all.

And he said the same thing, but he said to his creditor, have patience, have mercy, I'll pay you all. And he
wouldn't do it, it says, but he threw him in jail. So I said to this gal, now, the $50,000 represents your sins,
my sins against God.

The $5 represents your husband's sin against you. What did Jesus say? I said to her, what did Jesus say
to the man who refused to forgive? She said, I don't know. And I pointed right at him and said, he said, you
wicked servant, you wicked servant.

You know what happened? She just collapsed. She looked at her husband and smiled, and he flew across
the room and fell on his knees by her knees, and she ran her hands through his hair, and it was all over.
And 15 years later, they're still walking with God.

So you can't forgive. Watch it, brethren, watch it. God has forgiven us freely, it says, everything.

You've got to forgive others no matter what they did. I read a book called China. It was a wonderful story,
and in there there's one story I want to share.

This gal, you know, when the Cultural Revolution was on, and the young people, they called them Red
Guards, they were allowed to go anywhere in China and kill people. They were to target religious people,
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intellectuals, and wealthy people, and they killed tens of thousands of people all through China. And one
day, a bunch of these Red Guards broke into her house and bludgeoned everybody to death.

She happened to recover. They didn't know that. They left her for dead.

All her family were gone. Then this Cultural Revolution fell into disrepute with the authorities, and they
stopped it. And then some years later, she discovered that the fellow who led that group into her house
that night was living only two blocks from her house.

How would you handle a thing like that? How did she handle it? She started praying for him that he might
become a Christian. And then she heard they had a son that wasn't well, and he had no money, and
couldn't get any medical help. So she went down.

She didn't say a thing about what had happened to her family. He didn't recognize her, of course. And she
offered to nurse his boy back to health for nothing.

And she did that. It took several weeks. And when she brought the child back to him, he didn't know what
to say.

He said, well, how can I pay you? I have no money. She said, I don't want any money. But she said, you
might be interested to know that you killed my husband and all my children with clubs one night.

And she reminded him, you know what happened, people? He fell on the floor and started to cry. And he
got saved before he got to his feet. But how could she do that? She could do that because she was filled
with the love of God.

And she knew that God had forgiven her all her trespasses. And we have to do the same. That Christ may
dwell in your heart by faith.

There's a tension. Paul talks about in Galatians chapter 5, the flesh lusts against the spirit and the spirit
against the flesh. And these are contrary.

They're opponents. They're adversaries, the one to the other, so that you cannot do the things that you
would. You get to be immobilized.

You can't do anything for God because you haven't resolved this conflict, this inner conflict. The problem is
not sin. The problem is self.

Self is the factory that manufactures the sin. You can deal with a sin over and over and over again. What
about the self problem? I say self manufactures the sin.

So instead of asking God to deal with a finished product called sin, why don't we ask God to bomb the
factory? I mean, that's what's needed. Some of you may have heard me relate this story, not at this
conference, but perhaps when I was here before. But I had a fellow in one of my churches, and he was a
high school teacher, great singer, and he could preach like you wouldn't believe.

You could turn him loose to 2,000 people. He'd do a great job. Very sharp intellect.

He eventually became a university professor. But I never knew that in the classroom sometimes he told
dirty stories. If I had known that, he would never have been a deacon in my church.
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But I never knew that. And long after he had moved away, a lady from my church told me about her
daughter who had been attending the church. Then she quit and turned her back on God because one day
she was in the classroom when this guy, and she knew he was a deacon in my church, he told a dirty story
in the classroom and it so turned that unsaved girl away.

And she never came back to our church again and turned her back on God, and the mother said, I can't do
a thing with her. I preached at Three Hills Bible College, and I told the story, but I told it in such a way that
nobody could guess who this guy was except the person. But you know, when God's in business, it gets
scary.

And somebody taped my sermons and mailed them to this professor who was an Eastern candidate in the
university there. And he told me later on what happened. He was working in the garden, and he said, it
was like you heard a voice saying, go in the house and see what Lila was doing.

That was his wife. So he dropped the rake and ran in the house. Guess what she was doing when he
walked in the door.

She was listening to one of my tapes. Guess which tape she was listening to. Guess where the tape was
when he walked in the door.

I had just started to tell the story about the high school teacher who told a dirty story in the classroom. You
know how God works. So I was holding meetings down in the Maritimes, and he drove 400 miles to meet
with me, and he told me what had happened.

And he said, when you told that story, he said, pastor, I didn't know if you were talking about me, and
since he didn't ask me, I didn't have to tell him. But he said, when you told that story, God flung a spear
into my heart. He said, for three weeks, my wife and I would have been confessing our sin.

And God, we dealt with absolutely everything God had shown us. But that's not the problem. He said, how
in the world do you deal with this big rotten self? That's my problem.

I said, the cross. I explained that as best I could. And then we went to prayer, just the two of us there.

And people, you know, he prayed just like he had both hands on the throne of God. He was thundering to
God. And his prayer was not too biblical or theological.

It went like this, dear God, kill me. Kill me now. Kill me dead, he said.

Kill me dead now. I want to be slain forever so I can live to your glory. And he went on and on and on.

And all of a sudden, I heard him say, oh, what peace. He was flooded with the peace of God. Then what
happened? He had been a high school teacher and a professor for 25 years.

And in 25 years, he told me he had never once led a soul to Christ. He never really once ever tried to win a
soul to Christ. But no student ever came to him, although he was known to be a Christian professor or
whatever.

Nobody ever came to him, asked any questions about God. The next Sunday after we prayed together
and we met with God, he was preaching in a Baptist church in the Maritime in Canada. And halfway
through his message, a lady got up and she said, sir, can you quit preaching? I've got to come to the altar
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to meet with my God.

So he kept preaching, gave an invitation. Half the church wanted to put the altar on their faces before God.
And a revival broke.

And he wrote me 18 months, a phone, I'm not sure which. But 18 months later, he let me know what was
going on. He said, I've now counseled and prayed with 400 different people.

Some were people he led to Christ. Some were Christians he led into the full Christian life. People again,
he didn't read a book on how to do it.

That's not what we need. We need to have a meeting, an honest, humble meeting with God. So it's not the
sin problem.

That is a problem. But beyond that, it's a self problem. Let me lose my life and find that Lord in thee.

May all self be slain. My friends see only thee. Though it costs me grief and pain, I shall find my life again.

If I lose my life, I'll find it Lord in thee. And Jesus taught us that. The Bible teaches us that plainly.

You try and save your life, you lose it. Lose your life for his sake and you'll find it. We have to die.

You know, that book is called To the Golden Shore, Life Story of Adoniram Johnson. I asked my son Tim,
he was about 10, I said, Tim, I want you to read this book. So he read the book and he brought it back.

So what did you think? He wouldn't look at me. He just said, Dad, it's a heartbreaker. It's a heartbreaker.

But what a picture of a person who died to himself. How would you like to be stuck in a prison where every
night they brought all the prison had to come and lay? There's a big kind of a post about this size. They all
had to come and lay on their backs with their feet against the post.

And the jailers came and they tied your ankles together. And then they had a crank here and they crank
you up off the floor and you lay all night, just your shoulders touching the floor all night long, every night.
That's how you stay.

And then one day they came with a line, a huge line and a cage and they rattled it up in front of the jail and
they let the prisoners know we're going to starve them for about three weeks. Then we're turning them
inside the jail and you guys are going to get it. What do you do in a case like that? You call on God and
they call on God.

You know what happens? The line died of starvation. But they didn't know that was going to happen. They
just had to trust the Lord and wonder who's going to be the first.

You know, one time they had him in a courtyard, a public courtyard, and they had a post here and a pulley
at the top. They did the same thing. They had him dragged off the ground day and night.

I think it was three weeks. They allowed his wife to come and minister to him. But that was all.

Flies came by the thousands. You can imagine. I don't know how he survived.

But he stayed with it. He stayed with it. And he became the colonel of wheat in Burma.
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Today it's called Myanmar. Burma. Today there's probably 350,000 Christians in Burma, but he was the
original colonel of wheat.

You know, one time there, man, he went on an evangelistic tour and he was gone for two years and his
wife had no word at all. She had no idea whether he was alive or dead. What did she do? She just hung in
there because she was dead too.

They knew they were serving the God of glory. They didn't have to worry about things. You leave that with
God.

Be anxious for nothing. But in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests
be made known unto God. And that's what she did.

There were no telephones. There was no mail service. She just hung in there and trusted someday her
husband would come back.

And then one day the authorities came and said all Europeans had to be moved out because trouble was
developing and they had a ship in the harbor. And so she had to go. She didn't want to go.

But when they got on the ship, the captain said, we've got about 25 people too much. She said, I'll go
back. And she went back.

And the next day her husband came home. If she had gone on the ship, she wouldn't have seen him for
another 18 months. And I suppose somebody saying, well, missionaries have to put up with things like
that.

We don't have to do that here. It doesn't matter where we are. If we're a Christian, a follower of Jesus
Christ, we have to learn to deny self and let Jesus have his way.

You know, before revival came, when it was holiday time, we pray, you know, you call it a vacation. I don't
know. We call them holidays.

And, uh, we, we do study the weather map. It's going to be raining in Ontario. Then we'll go to Alberta.

If it was raining in Alberta, then we'll go to Ontario. That's how we figured it out. You know, after we knew
better, we prayed and said, Lord, where do you want us to go? I remember the first time I did that, the Lord
said, Kamloops, British Columbia.

I don't want to go there because I have a daughter with seven kids. They're in the, you know, they're in
the, when I'm there, they'd be there at five o'clock in the morning, pulling my hair. Come on, grandpa, get
up, you know, and stuff like this.

I really didn't want to go there, but the Lord said, go. So we went. I got there on a Wednesday and my
son-in-law said, Hey dad, I'm supposed to speak at the permitting night.

Why don't you speak at the permitting night? So I spoke at the permitting night and all of a sudden the guy
got to speak. He said, I'm from Vancouver. He said, I don't know what this Christian stuff is.

Even. I don't know what you're talking about being born again, but he said, can you help me? And so this
guy gets saved. We had him give his testimony.
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What a permanent, it doesn't often happen in a prayer meeting, you know, and we had a revival in our
hand. Then the Lord told me to go down to Pendic and had a brother there. That went down there.

We started having meetings in his house and the same thing happened. So after three weeks, I was
played up and said, honey, we got to get home. So we got home.

Then I thought of fishing Lake Bible camp. There's no camp on this time of year. So I phoned the powers
that be asked if I could go down there for a couple of days.

Yeah, I bet you can have the whole camp. I mean, nobody around. So I drove down on Saturday and we
found a cabin and we were just all so quiet and so nice there.

And Sunday morning, the car started coming in. One of the churches decided to have the morning service
at the camp. Bill McLeod, what are you doing here? You've got to preach for us this morning.

So we were into it again. And it was a joy. We sing it, there's joy in serving Jesus in their ears, because
he's always at work.

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith, that you being rooted and grounded in love, that's what God
has in mind, may be able to comprehend. It has a double meaning, to understand and lay hold of. What is
the breadth and length depth and height? I used to wonder about that until I read Job 11.

He says, can you by searching find out God? Can you find out the Almighty unto perfection? If it is as high
as heaven, what can you do? Deeper than hell, what can you know? The measure thereof is longer than
the earth and broader than the sea. He's talking about the immensity of our God. He's greater than the
universe he's created.

That's mind-boggling. And then he says, to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge, that you
might be filled with all the fullness of God. When people talk about having this spiritual sign, now I know
I'm filled with the Spirit of God.

That's not how you know. You know you're filled with the Spirit of God if you're filled with the love of God,
and you can't divorce the one from the other. You know, Finney had a remarkable experience, a dynamic
experience of being filled with the Spirit.

He didn't know there was such a thing. He hadn't been praying about it. He just came in from the woods
where he'd been converted and was sitting by the fire, and he had this great experience.

But he said, I felt as if I were being fanned with gigantic wings of love. That's what he said. What did
Moody say? He had a remarkable experience in Chicago walking down the street.

It was such a powerful experience. He went to the front of a house and asked for a room and spent hours
in there. He said he was so overwhelmed with the love of God.

He said, I felt I could take the whole into my heart. What about J.B. Earle? He'd been preaching for some
years in Los Angeles, mostly in the States, but sometimes in Canada, and he was getting nowhere. And
finally he said, I have a crusade with 10 meetings.

So he prepared 10 sermons, and he said, I put cactus and barbed wire and saltpeter and everything. I
couldn't know sermons. I wasn't really going to hit those people because nobody was responding in his
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meetings.

And he preached and nothing happened. He preached nine sermons and not even one person stirred. So
he said he took the 10th sermon and he put more saltpeter and cactus and barbed wire in it, and he beat
them over the head and nobody stirred.

And that night J.B. Earle got alone with God and said, God, what in the world is wrong with these people?
And God said, nothing, but there's a lot wrong with you. He said, what's wrong with me? God, he said,
sometimes I cry when I preach. And God said, yes, it's tears off an iceberg.

You're cold, you're dead. And he spent hours on his face before God that night. And then he said that
suddenly, before the sun came up in the morning, he was filled with the love of Christ.

I don't think there's such a thing as being filled with the Holy Spirit if you're not filled with the love of God.
There are all kinds of people who think they have it when they don't have it at all. You know, a lady came
down the aisle one time, dragging her husband behind her.

It wasn't a good thing. And he was very unwilling, but he was coming. And they got to the front and she
said, speak to my husband.

He's a backslider. So I began to talk to him. He said, look, Chum, I'm not ready for this.

He said, if I hadn't come, she may make my life miserable. So, you know, I'm not ready for this. I said,
okay.

So I turned to her and said, are you a Christian? Of course I'm a Christian. I said, are you filled with the
Spirit? Yes, she said, I speak in tongues 30 minutes every day. I said, I didn't ask if you spoke in tongues.

I asked if you were filled with the Spirit. She said, it's the same thing. No, I said, it isn't.

If you're filled with the Spirit, you're filled with the love of God. Are you filled with the love of God? Well,
she said, I have some problems. I said, tell me about your problems.

She said, well, I'm insanely jealous of my husband. He was kind of going like this, you know. And then she
said, you know, sometimes I have a terrible temper.

And he was nodding his head again. And she said, I lose my temper and sometimes I blaspheme. And
she said, you know, sometimes I blaspheme God.

I said, sister, you're not filled with the Spirit. You're filled with self. And that gal got on her knees and wept
before God and got her life all straightened out.

What does it say? We're to be rooted and grounded in the love of God. Rooted and grounded in doctrine is
fine, but sometimes we're just a doctrinal fighter. It's right.

Take heed unto yourself and unto the doctrine. I'm not denying that. But we're to be rooted and grounded
in the love of God.

And then it says, verse 19, to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge that in order that you might
be filled with the fullness of God. So you can't be filled with the fullness of God unless you're filled with the
love of God. And that, dear people, we must understand.
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Just before I conclude, I was holding a crusade in a small town in Saskatchewan. And a fellow came to
talk to me after one of the meetings. And a couple of weeks before he and his wife had been in a
missionary meeting of some kind, an invitation had been given to those that wanted to give themselves to
God for mission work.

He said, my wife and I went forward. But he said, there's no way we can be missionaries. And I said, why
not? He said, because we're hooked on pornography.

He says, we love this stuff. He said, I started and I got my wife into it. We're not only watching it and
reading it and all that.

He said, we're doing some of this garbage as well. I said, you're a Christian? He said, well, yes, I'm a
Christian. And I said, what are you going to do about it? And he said, nothing.

Oh, so you're not going to deal with it? He said, no, I'm not. I said, okay, before I want to tell you, I want to
tell you what you are doing to Jesus. I said, Jesus Christ lives in you because you're a Christian.

Okay? And every time you watch that filthy garbage, you're forcing the Christ who lives within you to watch
it with you. What have I done to you? Can you forgive me? He said, you forgive me. It wasn't long after
that he and his wife wound up on Bible college, getting ready for the mission.

But you know, do you ever think of that? You're harboring bitter thoughts, lustful thoughts. You're forcing
the Christ who lives within you to be kind of a partner in this somehow. Man, we've got to be holy people.

We can be, by the grace of God, to walk in the light as he is in the light and to be filled with the love of
God. So we're always looking for people we can kind of overflow on, looking for people we can help and
encourage and perhaps win for Christ. Let's pray.

Father, thank you so much for this passage of scripture. Thank you, Lord, that you live within us, our
bodies and your temple. We have this amazingly close relationship with yourself.

We have become one with you. God, thank you for this. But, Lord, it's kind of scary because we know who
we are and what we are.

God, we can't--the Ethiopian can't change his skin and the leopard can't change its spots. And we who are
accustomed to doing evil cannot do good. But I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

And, Father, we pray for that strengthening, empowering of the Holy Spirit in all of our hearts. God, we
need to get alone. Some of us need to get alone somewhere and call on your name and get honest,
Father, and humble ourselves in the dust because we're less than nothing in vanity, emptiness.

You said, man at his best state is altogether vanity. How seldom are we ever even at our best state. So,
Lord, you've clued us in.

You've made us to understand who we are, yes, and who we aren't. And, Lord God, pursuers, we pray by
your glorious Holy Spirit, cleanse us, cleanse us, fill us, fill us with your love. And, O God, guide us in our
search for you.

Because as Paul said, you're not far from every one of us. You said, draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you. Thank you in Christ's name.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 16

Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/SID24319.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/bill-mcleod/filled-with-the-lord-of-christ/
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