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Rekindle the Fire
by Bill McLeod

The sermon emphasizes the importance of rekindling the fire of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives, and the

role we play in revival.

Duration: 48:32

Scripture: Proverbs 1:23, Colossians 3:9

Topics: "Renewal"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher shares a powerful testimony of a man who experienced a life-changing
encounter with God. The man had been carrying unconfessed sin and had been disciplined by another
church in the past. However, during a storm, he cried out to God, confessing his sins and seeking mercy.
As a result, he experienced perfect peace and a revelation of Jesus Christ as the living Son of God. The
preacher emphasizes the importance of rekindling the fire of faith, using combustible materials such as the
Word of God and avoiding worldly distractions. The sermon encourages listeners to have a spirit of power,
love, and a disciplined mind, and to kneel in their hearts before God, allowing Him to search and reveal
any sins that grieve His Holy Spirit.

Transcript

Well, it's been a great four years, almost five now, since October the 13th, 1971, when the Lord began to
work in a new way in our land, back in Saskatoon, unknown to us in India, for three years. A group of
Indian Christian men had been praying for revival in Saskatoon, Canada. They'd never been there, they
didn't know anything about it, but somehow God laid that name on their hearts.

And so for three years they had been praying for revival in Saskatoon, Canada, and we didn't know a thing
about it. And when they heard later on from a Gideon representative from Canada as to a revival in
Saskatoon, they were so excited they could hardly believe it, and of course they were praising God for
what he had done. Should we say for what he is yet doing? I'd often wondered if I'd live long enough to
see a revival.

Evangelistic meetings, yes. I was a missionary with the Chanteyman's Christian Association for four and a
half years in Manitoba and Western Ontario, and had been very active in Bible camp work some summers.
We used to run between three and five camps every summer, and we'd seen many people come to Christ,
and I had been involved in evangelistic work from time to time, had been a pastor, missionary pastor,
executive secretary for a group of churches and all this kind of experience, but I had never really seen
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revival.

I read about it in the Book of Acts. I had a lot of books in my library on the subject of revival, but I had
never really seen it. And I used to wonder, well, is it possible today? Can God work today as he worked in
years past? And I confess that at times there was a little question mark because I'd never seen it, never
talked with anybody else who had seen it until Duncan Campbell came from the Hebrides in Scotland and
shared something with us a month in Western Canada a week in Saskatoon two years prior to the revival,
and my heart was thrilled again to read of a great working of the Holy Spirit in his area.

And then we saw revival, and one night I said to the Lord, I said, Lord, now I can die happy. I have seen it.
I read about it before, and now I've seen it.

What happens when a revival comes? Well, first of all, let me say this. We have been subnormal for so
long that when the normal comes along, we think it's abnormal. Do you know what revival is? Revival is
my experience catching up to my theology.

We have always believed that Christians should be and could be filled with God's Spirit. No earnest
Christian would deny that, but we've never really experienced this. So revival is my experience catching
up to my beliefs, my theology.

And revival, more personally, is the finger of God pointed right at my heart. So that you can't slough it off
onto somebody else. Like we often sit in church, and the wife is saying, I hope my husband's listening.

Well, that's for him. And he's sitting there saying, well, I hope she's listening. She's such an old nag.

And the kids are hoping that the parents are listening, and the parents are hoping that the kids are
listening, and God is hoping that everybody will listen. And nobody is. But when revival comes, someone
put it this way, in normal times, God speaks.

In revival times, God shouts. And people hear. And let me share just a few things we've seen happen.

We had a kid in our church, a great big husky kid, played football, 18 years old, and he had a pal in our
church, and neither of them were converted. And they knew the revival, well, the revival means it started,
actually. They started just as ordinary, evangelistic meetings.

We planned to go for a week and a half, and we had to go for seven solid weeks, meetings every night of
the week, including Saturday, and afterglows, which sometimes went till six o'clock in the following
morning. I don't know how some of those people did it, night after night, hardly missing a meeting in seven
weeks. And I remember talking to a fellow one morning, he says, Pastor, what time is it? I said, six o'clock.

He said, I'd better get out of here, I've got to be to work at seven. Well, this was unusual. We didn't have
long meetings for the sake of having long meetings, but there were so many people wanting to be
counseled and prayed with and helped, we just couldn't go home.

Anyway, these two boys, they were on the telephone one day talking, and one of the mothers did
something a mother shouldn't do, she listened in on the extension telephone, and they were psyching
each other up. Now, you know, this is just straight emotionalism, you and I know that, just a bunch of
garbage, see, all this emotion stuff, we don't go for that at all. But we're going to probably have to go, you
know, every now and then to keep our parents off our backs.
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This is how they're talking on the telephone, you see. But remember, we're never going forward. A couple
of days later, they both went forward and got converted, but the one kid, they brought - I was counseling
people before the service was ended.

I was off the platform in a back room counseling, and the door burst open. The people I'd been counseling
had just left out a side door, and in came this kid with his father and his uncle and a couple of others, and
they were just overjoyed, Phil wants to be saved. Well, I said, let's all kneel down, so he knelt down
around my desk, and Phil wouldn't kneel.

He sat on a chair. He seemed to be totally oblivious to what I was saying or what anybody else was
saying. We're all kneeling there looking at him, and he kept shaking his head sideways like this.

He just kept saying, no way, no way, no way. I said, well, Phil, why did you come forward? Don't you want
to receive Jesus Christ as your Savior? And just like he never heard me, he kept shaking his head and
saying, no way, no way. It was an unfinished sentence, and finally he finished the sentence, and this is
what he said, no way can I ever doubt the reality of God again.

No way can I ever doubt the reality of Jesus Christ. And he told us then how he got through the sermon,
got through the special numbers, and that we were standing, singing. I was not in there at the moment, but
we were standing singing, Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior.

And he said, and I'll tell you just what he told us there in that room. He said, the Holy Spirit came, and he
touched my heart. He tore my heart wide open, and he revealed Jesus Christ to my soul as the living Son
of the living God.

But there is no way I could ever doubt the reality of Jesus Christ again. His friend came forward on the
other side of the church and found the Lord, and the last I heard from him, he's down in California now,
and he feels God is calling him to be a professor in a Bible college, so much for their decision to not go
forward in the meetings. But God was working by his Spirit.

A firefighter from our church came and stood there before me, before one of the meetings one night, and
he was just trembling from head to foot. His name was Fred Long, and he said, Pastor, can you pray with
me right now? He said, I can't wait until the service. And so we went into a side room, and before we could
even talk, he burst into tears and fell out of the chair, and he just poured his heart out to God.

Now he'd been a faithful member of the church for years. He was a Christian. But oh, God was showing
him sin in his life, things that were grieving the blessed Holy Spirit.

Then we had a very unusual situation in our church. The chairman of the music committee and a brother
of his who was a choir director had not spoken for two years. Now I didn't know that.

I knew they didn't get along. They used to operate through third parties by hand signals, you know. I never
even knew that ten years prior to that, they used to sing together a lot.

But they sang duets, and they were both beautiful singers, they were both Bible school graduates and all
that kind of thing, both gone to Carromport in Western Canada. But they didn't get along. And finally, one
night, the older of the two brothers, they were both around 40, the older of the two brothers came forward
in the meetings and got his life all straightened out.
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And so the next night I said to him, Sam, don't you think it's time that you and Arnie got your differences
straightened out? He said, yes, God's been telling me the same thing, so I got a hold of Arnie. And Arnie
said, well, maybe it was a good thing. So we went down in the lower auditorium and the church remained
upstairs praying.

And the vice chairman of the church was with me, a man named Ken Merritt, school teacher, high school
teacher. And so we talked to Arnie. And finally Sam went to Arnie and put out his hand and he says, my
brother, can you forgive me? And Arnie sat in his chair like this.

Well, he says, it's about time. And Sam said to me, I knew he wouldn't forgive me. And he turned and
walked for the door and I prayed and said, Lord, don't let him go through that door.

And God didn't. He stopped with his back to us. He must have stood there with his back to us for 15
minutes.

And Ken and I turned on Arnie and we just unloaded a truckload of Bible verses on him. And it didn't do a
thing. He just sat there totally hard.

And I said to Ken, Ken, let's pray. And so we called on God. And while we were praying, God touched
Arnie.

And a storm started like you never believe. He got to his feet. He ran to the wall and he was beating on the
wall with his fists.

He was pleading with God to have mercy on his soul. Oh, how he cried to God. And then he poured out a
fountain of unconfessed sin that had been building up over the years.

He'd been disciplined by another church years before and had never done anything about this. The
Alliance Church, they had disciplined him. And our church, before I was pastor, took him in, which they
should never have done, without finding out why this other evangelical church had disciplined the man.

He poured out all this garbage. It took him 10 or 15 minutes. And all of a sudden the storm was over and I
looked at him and he had perfect peace.

And I motioned to his brother Sam, who was still standing with his back to us. And Arnie went over to Sam
and gave him the biggest bear hug in the world. They stood there crying together.

And then we all went upstairs. When we walked in the door at the back, the church all got their feet and
turned and faced them. The two of them came down to the front here and told the congregation what had
happened.

And down the aisle, well, Arnie's wife, Gladys, she had gone from over here down to the back and over. I
was standing back here and she came and stood beside me with her arm around me and she was just
trembling from head to foot because she knew what this meant. She and the other fellow's wife, they'd
been fighting and the kids had been fighting.

And all of a sudden when the two brothers finished their testimony, said to Gladys, go Gladys. And she ran
down the aisle and down came Irma and down came all the kids. And they all got in a big huddle at the
front there and they got all of this straightened out.
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Now, admittedly, this doesn't happen in normal times, but things like this happen when God is working.
We had to move three or four times to a larger church. Our church would seat 350.

We could pack 400 in. We started with 150 on a Wednesday night. By Saturday, we were packed out.

We stayed there for that first week and a half. Then we moved to an Anglican church seating 500 and
packed 700 in there two nights in a row and we had to get out of there. But I think it was the first or maybe
it was the second meeting in the Anglican church.

Very unusual things were happening, but nobody was trying to stop them because it was obviously the
work of the Spirit of God. A nine or ten year old boy suddenly darted up on the platform in front of that
large crowd. The place was packed.

We had a large platform on it and we had all the young people on the platform. There wasn't an inch to
move. And this kid came running up on the platform, wheeled him behind the pulpit and we just moved
back for him and he gave an invitation, an altar call, all by himself.

He poured out his heart to the people. He begged those who were not Christians to receive Jesus as their
Savior. He begged Christians who were living a sinful life to give their all to Jesus Christ.

And finally he was totally overcome and he just stood there crying. And his father came up on the platform,
put his arm around him and took him back to his seat again. Nobody thought it was out of place.

And then we had meetings where after singing one hymn we had to give an invitation and people would
come streaming forward. There were meetings where there were five altar calls in one meeting and every
time people were responding. We had a ladies' meeting where there were about 800 ladies in this one
meeting.

After it was all over, Dr. Virgil Brock, the famous songwriter who was a song leader for that crusade, 85
years old and going strong, 90 now, and he said, Brother, we have seen strange things today. And oh we
had. But the Lord had been wonderfully working.

Well each night we want to share some revival happenings with you because like Finney once said,
Charles Finney, the great American revivalist, that the fame of a revival is often an efficient instrument in
the hand of the Spirit of God to promote the flame of revival. All of a sudden God comes near and he talks
to my heart about my sin and about my need and that deep problem called self. And we want to do
something about it and we can by the grace and the power of God.

Second Timothy chapter one, if you have a Bible with you. Second Timothy chapter one and beginning to
read at the sixth verse, wherefore I put thee in remembrance. Oh, may I just say that Paul is writing to
another preacher called Timothy.

Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up. Some translation says that you stir into flame. One
uses the thought of rekindling the fire and that's the basic meaning here is to rekindle a fire that's burned
low.

I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands
for God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. And that phrase
there means a disciplined mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me,
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his prisoner, but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God, who has
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.

Just that far. Our dear Heavenly Father, we would ask thee in Jesus' name to bless this precious living
word to every heart tonight. And right now, Lord, prepare us, Lord, that our hearts might be open to what
you may want to say.

We might receive it personally and not think in terms of it being for somebody else. Thank you, Lord, for
drawing near. Thank you for blessing in Jesus' name.

Amen. This has been called, that is, the sixth verse has been called the only, the only revival text in the
New Testament. It isn't.

But it's the clearest, perhaps. And it's a preacher exhorting a preacher to be revived. Does that seem
strange? This by the way, emphasizes the human side of revival.

People are, most of us have made this mistake and I know I have to some extent, at least in years past,
made the mistake of putting all the emphasis on the divine side of revival and overlooking the fact that the
Bible teaches along with this, what we would rightly call the human side of revival. For example, in
Proverbs chapter 1, verse 23 says, God says, now this is the human side of revival. He says, You turn at
my reproof.

When I reprove you, then you turn and I'll pour out my spirit unto you and I'll make known my words unto
you. Now there's personal revival. Revival that comes when I turn to God.

Draw near to God and he'll draw near to you. What is revival? Revival but God drawing near. When does
God draw near? God draws near to me when I draw near to him.

So in Hebrews chapter 10, the word of God says, Let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. That's
the pure water of the word of God that Paul speaks about in Ephesians chapter 5. That Christ loved the
church and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with a washing of water by the word,
by the word of God. In 1 Timothy chapter 1, verse 5, we have this text, and I may preach on it some night if
God should so lead.

It says, Now the end of the commandment is. Another translation says, Now the goal of our instruction is.
And that's the basic meaning there.

To put it a little differently, the reason for which God Almighty gave us the scriptures is love out of a pure
heart and a good conscience and a genuine faith. That's 1 Timothy 1.5. 2 Timothy 1.5, he says, When I
call to remembrance the unfeigned faith, that is a genuine faith. So Paul doesn't doubt that Timothy has a
genuine faith.

That's not the problem. He is genuinely born again. He's a Christian believer.

There's no doubt about it, but he's cold, apparently, in some respects. I don't know. Had Paul heard this
from somebody else or had he sensed it in his heart or was it a revelation that God made to him? We don't
really know.
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But he says, Timothy, be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me, his prisoner.
But be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God. Somehow Timothy had
become ashamed and fear had taken over in his heart and life to some extent.

And now there was need for a revival. You can only revive a Christian. You can't revive a sinner.

He has to be born again. He has to be saved. But a Christian needs reviving at times.

Stirring the flame, rekindle the fire. God puts the responsibility on you and I. We so often pray, Oh, God,
stir me. Oh, God, stir up the church.

And God says, You stir into flame. You do it. It's just like one time when a certain father brought a
demon-possessed child to Jesus and said, I brought him to your disciples and they couldn't do anything.

But if you can do anything, well, help us. What did Jesus say? He said, If you can believe, it's up to you. If
thou can't believe, all things are possible to him that believes.

You see, that father was putting the blame on God and he was saying, Jesus, if you can do something,
why don't you do something? And Jesus said, If you can believe, it's up to you. I've got the power. I've got
the grace.

I've got the love. I'm ready and I'm willing. And I'm just waiting for your faith response to me.

And the father of the child saw it and he cried out with tears, Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief. And
Jesus healed the child. So God says, stir in the flame the gift of God, which is in you.

We sing in one of our songs, we'll be singing it here, I'm sure, some night. Oh, Holy Ghost, revival comes
from thee. And so it does.

And what Paul is saying is, Timothy, the agent of revival lives in your heart. The Holy Spirit lives in your
heart. He's the agent of revival.

Stir that up into flame. Stir in the flame the gift of God, which is in you by the putting on of my hand, for
God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. So Paul is saying,
Timothy, you need a personal revival.

And what you need to do is to rekindle the fire of the Holy Spirit in your heart once again. It is as simple.
May I say this? First of all, I believe and you may not, you don't have to agree with everything I say, but if
you don't agree at some time, it might be good if you were to show me on what scriptural basis you do not.

And I'm quite willing to change my mind. Scots people are stubborn, you know. But we do change.

All right. First of all, I believe very strongly that every born again believer has the Holy Spirit living within
him. I believe that.

I realize that in some circles it's being taught that you receive the Holy Spirit later on. And I have books in
my library written by people who will tell you, you know, three years after they became a Christian, they
received the Holy Spirit. This was some great experience.

Well, I'm not going to question any experience or having, but I'm going to say this, that if you don't have a
Holy Spirit, you're not even born again. If any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And the
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context there in Romans chapter eight, from which I just quoted, makes it very clear the spirit of God is
what he's talking about.

Seven times in Romans chapter eight, Paul says Christian believers have the Holy Spirit. You already
have that spirit or you're not a Christian at all. And when does it happen? Well, in John chapter one, it
says, But as many as received him, that is Christ, to them gave he power to become the sons of God.

Now, join that John 112 with Galatians 4, 6 and Galatians 4, 6 says, And because you were sons, God
has sent forth the spirit of his son into your heart. So when I received Christ, God sent his spirit into my
heart seven times in Romans 8, if the spirit of him that raised up Christ from the dead dwell in you, he that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken or give light to your mortal bodies. The reference is to
the resurrection of Jesus Christ by his spirit that dwells in you.

Then everywhere you go in the New Testament, he talks about Christians being sealed with the Holy
Spirit. Ephesians chapter four, he talks about Christians being sealed with the Holy Spirit until the day of
redemption. In 2nd Corinthians chapter one, he says that we are anointed with the spirit of God.

And you'll notice something very significant in all these texts about the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.
Never once, never once does Paul or any other writer say some of you Christians have the Holy Spirit and
some of you don't. And you people don't have the Holy Spirit.

You better seek and get him. That's never said. What he says, don't you know that you are the temple of
God? Don't you know that? And if the spirit of God dwells in you, he said that to the church at Corinth,
which, remember, was a carnal church in many respects.

But he doesn't say now you carnal Christians don't have the Holy Spirit and the rest of you do have. He
simply says, well, are you people ignorant of the fact that you have the Holy Spirit living in your heart? 1st
Corinthians 316 or 1st Corinthians 619. What he says, know you not that your body is a temple of the Holy
Spirit, which is in you, which you have of God and you're not your own.

Wherefore, glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God. Nowhere are Christians ever urged
to seek to receive the spirit of God, because Christians have already received him on the day of their
conversion. God sent his spirit into your heart.

Not long ago, I was reading Galatians chapter four. And again, it just hit me with such sweet and
wonderful force. Because you are sons, God has sent forth the spirit of his son into your heart.

Do you know something? Knowing is better than feeling. People say, I feel it. I'm so glad to be able to say I
know it.

My feelings may fluctuate and change, but the word of God never sealed by God's spirit. We have
received the earnest of the spirit through faith. The word of God says, and that's the pledge or the down
payment.

God's pledge concerning the resurrection. Now, you may not agree with this, but listen carefully. I believe
that at the moment of conversion, every born again believer is initially filled with the Holy Spirit.

Now, let me support that from the scripture. When God sent Ananias to Paul, he had just met Christ. He
was blinded by this appearance of Jesus to him, couldn't see.
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And for three days and nights, he hadn't been eating. He'd been fasting, eating or drinking. And God sent
this man, Ananias, a Christian believer to Paul.

And this is what he told him. I want you to listen very carefully. God said to Ananias, Ananias, Saul of
Tarsus has seen a man called Ananias coming into him and putting his hands on him that he might
receive his sight.

I want you to go. Ananias didn't want to go because he said, Lord, I've heard by many of this man how
much evil he's done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here also, he's got authority from the chief priest to
bind all that call on your name.

And the Lord said, go your way because you've been chosen thus unto me. And the strange thing is that
Ananias did more than God asked him to do. Read the story in Acts chapter nine.

He went in and said, brother, Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto you in the way as you came
has sent me that you might receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. Why did he add that? I
mean, God never mentioned anything about being filled with the Holy Spirit. Oh, but Ananias knew that
was a practice.

I mean, in those days, if you were a Christian believer, you should be filled with the spirit of God. Now,
Bible scholars are not agreed as to when Saul of Tarsus was actually converted. At what point was it when
he met Christ? Was it when he started to pray? Because when God sent Ananias, he said, behold, he
prays.

Paul, he's praying now. Was at the point when he started to pray because whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord should be saved. We don't really know, but we do know this, that if it was converted on
the first day, within three days, he was filled with the Holy Spirit of God.

Does God play favorites? What about Acts chapter 10? Here's a house filled with a man called Cornelius
and a house filled with unbelieving Gentiles. And God sends Peter, the apostle, and Peter begins to
preach. He just opens his sermon when it all got in because the whole congregation got converted where
they sat.

There was no altar call. But right where they were sitting, they all believed the message and they were all
born again. And I want you to notice this, that the moment they were born again, they were also at that
moment filled with the Spirit of God again.

Does God play favorites? Does God fill some people with his Holy Spirit when they're converted and
others make them wait 15 or 25 years? I believe that in some measure we are filled with the Spirit. And of
course, this will depend. I mean, the measure of my fullness will depend upon my knowledge and, you
know, how I've understood this matter of coming to Christ and possibly some other factors besides.

But, you know, I'll tell you, I look at Acts chapter 10. Peter said, As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on
them as in us at the beginning. What was he talking about when the Holy Spirit came? You ever notice
that in Acts chapter 10? This is what he was saying to him, to Christ, to him, give all the prophets witness.

That through his name, whosoever believes in him shall receive remission, forgiveness of sins. And that's
as far as he got. They just every last person that room believed it.
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And because they became sons of God by faith in Jesus Christ, God sent the spirit of his son into their
hearts. Now, the miraculous phenomena that attended the giving of the Holy Spirit are not necessary to
the Holy Spirit's work at all. God may or may not give some of these miraculous attending phenomena.

That's not important. The important thing is that the spirit of God came into their hearts and all of them
were born again and all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. So I say in some measure, in my opinion,
Christians, when we are born again at that moment, we are initially filled with the spirit of God.

But due to a lot of factors, we don't stay filled. And that's why we have the command in Ephesians 5 18.
And we do have this command.

And what you notice, my friend, it's not an option. It's a command from God. And the command is be filled
with the spirit.

And a more literal translation would say, be getting filled with the spirit. Ephesians chapter three, chapter
four, chapter five. Now, he says, be filled with the spirit.

We don't stay filled because a lot of things can happen through ignorance, perhaps or other things. We
allow it to creep into our hearts and then would become in need of a personal revival or renewal or
whatever you want to call it. The Holy Spirit's the fire in your life.

Well, may I just say this? First Corinthians 12 13. I believe that when we receive Jesus Christ as our
personal savior at that moment, we are baptized by the spirit into the body of Jesus Christ. And again,
there are no exceptions.

If you are a born again believer, you have already been baptized into the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.
There's no exception here. And I point this out.

There is not one New Testament scripture that that urges or exhorts a Christian to seek to be baptized
with the Holy Spirit. Not one ever notice that. But we are urged to be filled.

We are urged to be filled. We have been baptized by the spirit into the body of Christ, but we may not be
filled with God's spirit and we need to be filled. The Holy Spirit of God is a fire in your life.

And Isaiah chapter four, he's called the spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning. That is the spirit of
judgment, the spirit of conviction. He comes to me and he shows me my sin, the spirit of burning.

That's the spirit of purging. He wants to purge that sin away. God said in Isaiah chapter one, I will turn my
hand upon you and purely purge away your dross and take away all your tin, that which is cheap and
worthless.

The things that prevent God from blessing my life in full measure. These things God wants to purge away.
And the Holy Spirit who lives in your heart is a spirit of conviction.

He constantly convicts us of sin. You can't sin with impunity while the spirit of God will come to you. And
often before you even sin, when you're contemplating thinking about it in your mind, the Holy Spirit is there
checking you, trying to stop you.

And when you've committed a sin, he's there to convict you. And that conviction will not leave you for
years until you confess it away. The spirit of judgment and the spirit of burning Isaiah four, four, you get
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over to Isaiah chapter six, verses five and on.

And you have a beautiful illustration of a spirit of judgment and the spirit of conviction, the spirit of
judgment. Why is there pride? Woe is me because I'm a man of unclean lips and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips. For my eyes have seen the king, the Lord of hosts and spoke of him.

And then what happened? As chair, you've been a heavenly angel flew to him with a live coal in his hands
and purged his sin away. First, he convicted him of it and then he purged it away. And that's what revival
is, the Holy Spirit convicting you and I of our sin and then purging it away that he may fill our life with his
own sweet and wonderful love and power.

So we have our text, rekindle a fire, stir up the gift of God, which is in you. You see, the Bible talks about
us grieving God's spirit. How do we grieve him? Well, look at the context of Ephesians chapter about lying.

Now, remember, Paul is writing to Christian believers and he recognizes the possibility of many kinds of
sins being found in Christians hearts. So he talks about a line. Do not lie one to another.

Remembers one of another. He cries, says the same thing in conscience. Chapter three, he talks about
laziness.

Let him that stole steel no more, but rather let him labor, working with his hands, a thing which is good that
he may have to give to him that needs. There are some people think the government owes them a living.
They have their hand out and their mouth open, but they don't plan on working.

Oh, no, they want a handout. And there's all kinds of people with our hands out today. That's why some of
the major cities in North America are going broke because people don't want to work.

And the Bible says, if any will not work, not a should eat. And if we applied that rule. We wouldn't have
some of the problems we've got, but a lazy heart, you know, that grieves God's Holy Spirit.

Then it says, let you angry and sin, not let not the sun go down upon your anger. If you stay angry at
somebody longer than overnight, you'll grieve the spirit of God and you'll no longer remain full of the spirit
of God. Overnight is too long to be angry at anybody.

And maybe here in this building tonight, there may be people that have held grudges for years, as we find
all across the country in Halifax, a girl, a Christian woman who hadn't spoken to her sister for 18 years.
Christians, yes. But, you know, anger in the heart, you know, something about anger, this kind of a heart
towards somebody else, it doesn't hurt that other person to snap at your fingers, but it destroys you.

It destroys and hurts you. You know, just as one little example, apart from the scripture, they've been
making all kinds of diseases. They had a tilting table with a with a tin top and it had a tin fence around it.

And they put a bunch of rats on the top of this thing. And they would tilt the table so the rats couldn't climb
up the tin. But they couldn't fall off because there was a fence around.

Now, they watered and fed the rats every day. And every time they ran the test, in two weeks, every rat on
the tabletop developed cancer. What does that tell us? Well, the doctors talk about psychosomatic
illnesses.
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Now, these are not figments of the imagination. A psychosomatic illness is a real organic illness that has
been caused by an emotional attitude. It can be fear or anger, hatred, something else.

And it affects organs of your body. And all of a sudden, you're in trouble. It's not even good from a physical
viewpoint.

So the Bible says, be you angry, but don't sin. Don't let the sun go down on your anger. Get it straightened
out right away.

If you don't, you won't stay full of God's Spirit. That's the alternative. Then he says, let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying or upbuilding.

You know, some Christians will tell a dirty story. They tell a story that's got two meanings. And they say,
well, if that fellow's got such a low mind, he took the low meaning.

That's his problem. Oh, no, it isn't. It's your problem that you told that kind of a story in the first place and
became a tool of the devil to hurt somebody else.

Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth. It might get a laugh. I'll tell you something.

It also gets an echo down in hell. It grieves God's Spirit. And then he goes on to say in the context there in
Ephesians chapter four, remember about grieving a spirit and putting a fire down.

He says, let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamoring or people seeking for personal attention be
put away from you with all malice. And malice is secret hatred in the heart. All these attitudes that grieve
God's Spirit.

No, it's not always by any means outward acts. It's inward attitudes that grieve God's Spirit. So the
Christians need to be refilled, need to rekindle that fire.

And he goes on to say in the context, be you kind, tenderhearted. I was in a meeting one time and I said,
God wants you and I to have a heart so tender that if a leaf was to fall on it, it would leave its imprint. And
there was a preacher's daughter sitting down there and she had a hard heart.

And the Lord got her through that. Some night, maybe I'll read you a letter that she wrote. God renewed
her and filled her with the Spirit, totally transformed.

That's when it all began. Kind, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for Christ's sake, is
forgiving you. If God was as hard with the average Christian as the average Christian is towards other
people, every last one of us would be in hell in a minute.

All right, these are the things don't stay filled with God's Spirit. It's not his fault, it is mine. And I need to
search my heart and find out what these things are that are grieving the Holy Spirit.

Now, another thing, you know, if you had a big fire on the beach, and the average Christian doesn't have
fellowship, and God wants that fellowship so much, he made us in his image so we could communicate
with him. But there are Christians that go years on end and never once ever say, Lord, I love you. Lord,
you mean everything to me.

I love you. I adore you. I worship you from my soul.
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We don't have fellowship with God usually. Neglect not the gift that is in you, that Holy Spirit living in you,
the communion of the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 13, the last verse, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

He wants to have fellowship with you. Martha didn't understand that. She thought she had to get a lot of
work done.

Mary understood it. And she said to Jesus speaking, just listen, have sweet fellowship with him. And the
Lord wants that for you and I as well.

All right, then this week closed. Supposing I realized there is a need in my heart for teenage boys and girls
up in Northern. Beautiful experience.

One time, this was before we actually had the camp going. There were two climate porges. First time
around the loop there.

And we had dinner one day, beautiful day. And then it clouded over and there was no wind. And we were
going down a little river called the Besnod River, which emptied into the Churchill River, which is one of
the major rivers in North America.

It didn't show all the waterfalls. And some of these waterfalls, they didn't have any portage trails around
them. And we had to run through them.

And sometimes it wasn't safe. And we had to swim the canoes down through them. So we were soaking
by a tent, let alone the two tents we had.

And we're paddling five o'clock in the trees. And I said, brethren, let's get for that. Maybe there's an old
campsite there.

And so there was, you know, in that country, sometimes you can travel 10 days and not see a person, not
even an Indian. And sure enough, here's an old campsite. So we got ashore.

We put up our two tents, had the problem of lighting a fire. And there was no fire there. Now I knew at the
very beginning, I knew what I was going to have to do.

But I opted for a shortcut. I didn't want to go all the way into all the labor. I know I was going to have to
take my axe.

And some of us were holding a strong thing over top of me. We had to get down on both knees. Maybe
physically we can.

Oh, but we need to be kneeling in our heart before the God of the universe. Prepare to let him search us
out and show us what the sins are, what these things are that are grieving his Holy Spirit. And then if
you're going to have a fire, you better use combustible materials.

I'll tell you something, those TV programs that most Christians spend hours in front of, that's not
combustible material. That's not conducive to a real strong Christian life. It's a lot of garbage there.

You see it all the time. I mean, if you watch those programs, they're loaded with it. Best tool the devil ever
had.
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You know, I used to wonder, years ago in Isaiah chapter 2, it talks about the coming day of God. And you
know, among many other things that it says, God's going to judge in that coming day, and upon all the
pleasant pictures. And the Hebrew says, the pictures of desire, the pictures that create desire in people's
hearts, God's going to judge in that coming day.

Well, I'm lighting a fire, can't you see? Well, why don't you use combustible materials? Listen, the Holy
Spirit who already lives in your heart is a fire. You don't need any other match than that. Just the Holy
Spirit living in your heart.

And then the word of God. The Lord said his word was like a fire. All right, that's all you need.

The Holy Spirit and the word of God. Expose yourself to the word of God. We're down in Texas in the
crusade.

When we got there, the pastor whom we expected to be overjoyed because he had been having some
great blessing, apparently in his church prior to our coming. He was very morose and cast down in spirit.
And he took us into the motel.

And then he said, Bill, I have a great need in my heart. And I said, well, keep your heart open these days
as we preach and have these meetings together. Keep your heart open.

Ask God to speak to you. And he said, listen, is there anything wrong with right now? And I said, no, there
isn't. Come on in.

So into the motel. And, you know, he literally got on his face in the floor. Oh, how he cried to God and God
revived him.

That was about four years ago. He phoned not long ago and said, our church turned a corner that day.
Oh, how God's been blessing since then.

Marvelous ways. Combustible materials, the word of God and the Holy Spirit living in your heart. So God is
saying then in closing to you and I, rekindle the fire, stir in the flame, stir up the gift of God, which is
already in you.

God hasn't given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a sound mind, a disciplined mind. That's the
kind of spirit that lives in every Christian's heart. A spirit of power, a spirit of love and a spirit of a
disciplined mind.

You already have that spirit living in your heart. How can I tell if I need a revival? If I'm full of fear, if there's
very little love there, if I'm not living a disciplined Christian life. Everywhere I go, Christians are sadly telling
me I can't discipline myself to a vital prayer life.

I can't seem to discipline myself to the reading of the word of God. I can't discipline myself to consistent
giving to the work of God or witnessing for Christ to these things. I don't know why.

And yet the Holy Spirit of discipline, just waiting to discipline your life and mine and lead us in these kinds
of paths. So if there's fear there and lack of love and no fellowship with God, renewal, a personal revival.
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Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/18/SID18457.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/bill-mcleod/rekindle-the-fire/
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