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Worship Out of a Pure Heart
by Bill McLeod

Bill McLeod's sermon emphasi zes the necessity of worshiping God from a pure heart and living a life of holiness
and sincerity in worship practices.

Duration: 47:54
Scripture: Psalm 96:9, John 4:20
Topics: "Worship"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker discusses the importance of worshiping God in spirit and truth. He shares a
story about a man named Tom Skinner, who was initially dismissive of a preacher with poor English but
had a life-changing encounter with God. The speaker emphasizes that worship is commanded by God but
must be done in a way that God can respond to. He also mentions the statement 'worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness' and highlights the need for a right heart before God.

Transcript

Psalm 95 we read, O come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord our maker for he is
our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. Today if you'll hear his voice,
harden not your heart. Then in the next psalm it says, Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, fear
before him all dear.

| want to begin by saying that worship is commanded in the Bible. Psalm 45 is a beautiful messianic psalm
that is a psalm about Christ, a prophecy about Jesus, and in that psalm we have this statement, it says,
He is your Lord, and worship thou him. He is thy Lord, worship thou him.

In Hebrews chapter 1 the word of God says that when God brought his first begotten son Jesus into the
world, he said, And let all the angels of God worship him. And that's what they were doing in Luke chapter
2. They were worshiping the baby Jesus. The shepherds came to worship.

Later on the wise men came, long, long journeys, spent days in travel, so they could worship the baby
Jesus, who could not respond to their worship in any way, because he was a baby. But they felt it was
worthwhile, and they worshiped him. And all through his life, people were worshiping him.

People fell down on his knees. When he hung on the cross, one of the thieves worshiped him. He said,
Lord, that's an act of worship, Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
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And Jesus said, In truth | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise. And after his resurrection, in
Matthew 28, it says, And they worshipped him, but some doubted. They worshipped him.

So worship is commanded, and then we have these many, many examples of which I've given just a very
few, of people who worshipped the Lord Jesus Christ. But not all worship is acceptable to God. For
example, Jesus said, In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

If you saw a person on his knees pray, you would assume they're a very pious person, they're quite
religious, and they're likely a Christian, and you would think they're doing the right thing. But God always
sees to the heart of the matter that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of
God. And just because a person, just because even a Christian is praying, doesn't mean that God is
pleased.

In vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. One of the basic problems
with the Jewish people in the days of Jesus was this. The nation was controlled by the Pharisees and the
Sadducees.

The Pharisees believed too much, and the Sadducees believed too little. The Pharisees believed there
was a resurrection even of angels, well angels don't die, where did they get that notion from? And the
Sadducees believed there was no resurrection at all. And both the Pharisees and the Sadducees were
wrong, all very religious, and going through the forms of worshiping God.

But all in vain. And isn't it awful to think of that, that a person could worship God a whole lifetime and have
wasted every moment he spent before God? But it's true for many. Is there a nation in the world as
religious as India? I've been there, I've seen their temples, hundreds, thousands of them, all over the
countryside.

And they begin their prayers at five o'clock in the morning, and today they're modern, they have public
address systems which they turn up as loud as they'll go, and they start broadcasting their prayers and
their holy writings at five o'clock in the morning till seven o'clock or seven-thirty every morning. You can't
even think if you happen to be near one of the temples. And there are no noise bylaws, anti-noise bylaws.

| was once in Madras in India in a home here, and there was a temple here and a temple there, and they
were both blaring at the top of the power of the PA system these prayers. And almost anywhere | was in
India, | heard that. Ah, but then | saw the temples, and adorned on the outside with grotesque, sometimes
extremely ugly figures.

And some of them, | was told, were demons, demons. But | was in a Christian home one time, and as |
walked in the door, there was a little table right by the door, and on the table there were two wooden men
about this high, beautifully, exquisitely carved, fat, squat, extremely ugly men, two men. And | saw this,
and | said, oh, where did you get those, what are those? She said, my father carved them, and this is the
demon of lust, and that's the demon of blasphemy.

| said, what did you say? A Christian home? And her husband said, I've been trying to tell her, and right
away she got very defensive. She said, my father is not a Christian, and my father carved those for me,
and they're staying right there. | don't want to offend my father.

| said, my dear sister, you've already offended your heavenly father. What about that? She got rid of those
things. Just think, demon of lust, and the demon of blasphemy in a Christian home.
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| can understand it on the walls of a temple in a country that doesn't know God in a personal way, but how
shocking to think it could be found in the home of a Christian. | wonder how much of her worship was
acceptable to God when those two figures were standing there, an invitation for Satan to enter the home,
and no doubt he had, in vain. And then in Acts 17, Paul talked about this.

He said, Whom, therefore, you ignorantly worship, Him declare | unto you, God that made the heavens.
He doesn't dwell in temples made with hands, neither is worship with men's hands, as though he needed
anything. And then he preached Christ.

They were ignorantly worshiping God. He walked through the streets of Athens, and every corner there
was an idol, a statue, a shrine. And he saw one with this inscription, To the Unknown God.

And most people that pray are praying to the unknown God. I'm thinking now of the aggregate total of
people in the world that pray. They're praying in ignorance, hoping that somewhere out there there's
somebody that will listen.

And | know what that's like, because before | became a Christian, when | got in trouble, | always cried to
God. But | didn't know God, and | wasn't sure He was listening. | hoped He was out there somewhere, but
| didn't really know.

Whom, therefore, you ignorantly worship, Him declare | unto you. And Paul wanted to say, The times of
this ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has
appointed a day in which He'll judge the world in righteousness by that man, Jesus Christ, whom He has
ordained. Paul tells us in the book of Romans that there's a time coming when God will judge the very
secrets of men by Jesus Christ.

And whether you like it or not, whether you plan on being there or not, you'll be there, and the Bible says
every one of us shall give account of himself to God. And it further tells us, in the Word of God, there's
time there for every purpose and for every work, and there's no gospel preaching then, no invitation to
repent of your sins and come to Christ, no more opportunities to worship God as we can now here in the
flesh on earth. Oh, yes, as Christian believers we'll worship God on the other side, no doubt in a more
meaningful and directly pure spiritual way, but the things that could be now cannot be then.

So now is the time to meet our God and to learn how to worship Him acceptably. Then to the Samaritans,
Jesus Christ said, you know, the Samaritans were sort of half-breed Jews. They were Babylonians that
had come down from Babylon and dwelt in the cities of Samaria after the Israelites, the northern kingdom,
had been expelled and carried off into captivity.

And because they did, you know, lions began to kill some, so they thought this was because they didn't
know the proper manner of worshiping the God of the land, and so they sent word back to Babylon, and
they sent back a priest from the Jews who came down to teach them the manner of the God of the land.
You know what it says? One of the strangest statements in the whole Bible, it says, they feared the Lord
and served their own gods. Can you put that together in your mind? They feared the Lord and served their
own gods? How could they do that? And it lists seven different gods that they were worshiping, pagan
deities, yet it says they feared the Lord and served their own gods.

And then the writer adds this postscript, he says, they feared not the Lord. They did not fear the Lord.
They just thought they did, but they were not truly fearing the God of the Scriptures.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 3



And so to the Samaritans, Jesus Christ said in the Gospel of John chapter 4, he said that you worship, you
know not what. You worship, you know not what. Anyone like that here tonight? You worship, you know
not what.

God isn't real, Christ is not real, the Holy Spirit's not real, it's a form that I've learned, a way of doing it, that
I've always done. Maybe | learned it from my parents. Maybe at one time there was reality in my worship
and that's lost now, it's gone.

Because sin has entered into my life. That's something you have to consider for yourself before God. Is
your worship what it should be? Living, vital, real, satisfying, something you enjoy? You know, the old
Presbyterian catechism, | learned that as a boy, a series of questions and responses that began like this.

What is the chief end of man? See, | was raised in the Presbyterian church in Winnipeg, Canada. What is
the chief end of man? The question is, what is the chief reason for which man is on earth? And the answer
was, man's chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever. And my brother Bob told me that he was in
his 20s before he realized he'd learned that response wrongly.

He'd learned it this way, man's chief end is to glorify God and to endure him forever. And that's the way a
lot of Christians live. They don't endure God or enjoy God, they endure God.

And in the language of Scripture, what they're really saying inwardly is, what a weariness it is. You know,
there are people in the Bible that say, what a weariness it is! If | really love God, | love to be alone with
God. | won't count two hours spent with God wasted time.

That's beautiful that | could have the time to worship my God and tell him that | love him and spend time in
his presence. So Jesus said, you don't know what you're worshiping. You worship you know not what.

We know what we worship, Christ said. For salvation is of the Jews. But the Samaritans didn't understand.

Then the Bible talks about what it calls will-worship in the book of Colossians. And he says there's a show
of wisdom in will-worship, a show of wisdom. It looks good.

When | think of will-worship, you know what | think of? | think of what many times we do. That is, we
worship when we feel like it. When worship ought to be a way of life.

Not some temporary thing | do when | come to church. Like people say, I'm going to go to church and
worship God. Well, didn't you worship God before you went to church? If I'm not worshiping God as a way
of life, | can't put worship on.

You know, that's will-worship. | turn it on, I turn it off. Oh no.
It's just like repentance. Repentance is a way of life, not a single act. It's the way | live.

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. So | forsake my way
forever, and | walk in God's ways forever. It's a way of life, repentance is, and worship is exactly the same.

When | awake, I'm still with you. | wake in the morning, my first thought is God. And | give God thanks for
the night's rest.
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What a joy that is. Then | give God the new day, and ask God to guide and direct my footsteps through the
new day. What a joy and privilege that is.

And all through the day, | read the Bible. | don't read the Bible all through the day, but what I'm saying is,
when | do read the Bible, or even when I'm not reading the Bible, I'm thinking of my God. I'm driving a car,
I'm thinking of God.

I'm talking to God, I'm praising God, I'm singing choruses. It talks about singing, you're making melody in
your heart to the Lord. Do you ever do that? Ever sing to God when no one else is around? You ought to
practice that.

If you haven't done it, you should do that. At times, you just sing to the Lord. He'll never ball you out for
having a voice like a crow.

You know, sometimes when you sing around the house, the members of the family are so brutal, you
know, they say, hey, shut up, you're spoiling my dinner, or something, you know. Because we can't sing,
but we can sing, and God hears it. Oh, it says, sing unto the Lord in a new song.

And many, many places in the Bible it talks, in the Old Testament it even talks about singing unto the Lord.
That's worship. And so when you sing in a, you know, corporate style, as the congregations we're doing
tonight, sing unto the Lord.

Forget there's anyone else around. Sing to the Lord. And God may use that, and often will use that, to
bless some other person.

Because sitting next to you, or sitting behind you, or sitting in front of you, may be some person with a
heavy, heavy heart, and they hear God speaking through your song. You may not have a voice like a
nightingale, but God uses you because your heart's in tune and in touch with Him. God can't really use us.

Sometimes maybe He's forced to in certain situations, but normally God can't use me unless my heart is
right. When my heart is right, and I'm singing to my God, then He speaks through me to other people. We'll
worship.

Watch that. You ever ask a person, where do you worship? You can read the Bible for a thousand years,
you'll never find a phrase like that in the Bible. We should never ask people, where do you worship?
Because that means that worship is not a way of life.

Oh, | worship at this church, or | worship at that church. And you mean to tell me | don't worship God in
between? That sort of question should have no place in the Christian life. All right.

We'll worship. And then there's earnest worship spoken in the Bible, like Lydia, before she became a
Christian, she worshipped God, it's said. The Ethiopian eunuch, he worshipped God.

And there's other people in the Book of Acts particularly, we read about them, how they worshipped God.
Yet they were not born again. And their worship of God, while they were worshipping God to the best of
their ability, they didn't know him in a personal way yet.

It's a beautiful book. I'm just trying to remember the title. I'll think of it maybe after a while.

Sermonindex.net | Page 5



If I do, I'll tell you what it is. But the book, it's a record of what's happened in the history of the church down
through the centuries among primitive people who sought God before the missionaries came. One
remarkable story I'll tell you about, there was a bunch of, they were elders, village elders, a true story.

And they met together because they'd all had a dream the night before. And they met together and talked
about the dream and discovered that all the elders of this primitive village had had the same dream. And in
this dream, a white donkey came into their village.

And each one of those elders were instructed to follow the white donkey and it would lead them to a white
man that had the book of God. Now, these men had been seeking God but didn't know where to find him.
They were like Lydia and like the Ethiopian Munich.

And so, sure enough, the next day, a white donkey walked into the village. These men had prepared. They
didn't know how long they'd be following the donkey.

It turned out, | think, to be five weeks. But they prepared food and they followed the donkey. Day after day
after day after day.

And the donkey finally wound up in Rangoon in Burma. And started walking down the streets and they
followed this donkey. And it came to a missionary compound and it turned and walked in the gate and
stopped beside a big hole in the ground and there it stopped.

And they all gathered around the donkey and they got looking for the white man with the book of God. And
they couldn't find him. Do you know where he was? He was down in the hole in the ground.

He was digging a well. And he heard this commotion and talking and came up the well and here were
these men. And here was the white man.

And where was the book of God? You see, they were worshiping God as best they knew how. And God
did the most remarkable thing. It's a true account in bringing those men to the man with the book of God.

But he was the man that knew how to worship God. Jesus said we must worship God in spirit and in truth.
All right, worship is commanded, but make sure it's the kind of worship that God can respond to.

Now there's a statement three times given and five times alluded to in the scripture. It's the statement,
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Fear before him all the earth.

At Founders Week in St. Paul, Minnesota quite a few years ago, | heard Dr. Tozer bring three or four
messages on that one text. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. | never forgot it.

What kind of worship then is really acceptable to God? What does our text say? Our text says, Worship
the Lord in the beauty of a holy life. To God, a holy life is a beautiful, beautiful thing. In Great Falls,
Montana, | had a crusade there some years ago, and after one of the services, a Christian woman,
perhaps 25 or so, walked up, a very beautiful person, and an extremely beautiful person spiritually
speaking.

And we talked together a little bit. And then she said something that I've never heard a person say in 40
years. She said, Oh, Brother McLeod, the burning passion of my life is to be a holy woman for the glory of
God.
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But shouldn't we all feel like that? That we should be a holy person for the glory of God? When God looks
down at you and | singing or praising or serving, what does he see? The Lord doesn't take any pleasure in
the legs of a man, it says. No. The most beautiful face on earth to God must look like a walrus.

When you consider the perfection in heaven, no, it's not that. But God is looking for holy lives. People that
are separated unto God and separated from sin worship the Lord in the beauty of a holy life.

Do you qualify? Can you say your life is a holy life? You've given yourself completely to God. You have
been emancipated from the fear of man and from man's way of thinking and doing things. Paul once said,
If | yet serve men, | should not be the servant of Christ.

If 1 serve men, | can't be God's servant. Because all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. The world will never understand a holy life because a holy life rebukes them.

They can't stand a holy life. When Stephen said to some extremely religious people, You uncircumcised in
heart and ears, you don't always resist the Holy Ghost, as your fathers did, so do you, religious though
they were, and for his pains, what did they do? They stoned him to death. They couldn't stand the holy life
of this man of God who looked up into heaven and said, | see the Son of Man standing on the right hand of
God.

And they couldn't stand it. And they murdered him. They thought they were holy people.

They were not holy people. They were monsters hiding behind a fagade of religion with wicked hearts, so
wicked They killed Stephen after killing Jesus, the Son of God. So don't expect the world will fall in love
with you if you become a holy person.

But let me tell you something. God will fall in love with you. That's what God wants.

Worship the Lord. O come, it says, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker,
for he is our God.

And we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. Today if you'll hear his voice, harden not
your heart. Whatever you do, don't harden your heart against God.

Maybe tonight he's talking powerfully to your heart. Don't harden your heart against God. Job said, God
makes my heart soft.

Let him do that. The Scripture says in Proverbs, Though you should pound a fool and a martyr among
wheat with a pestle, yet his foolishness will not leave him. And God can pound some people for fifty years
and they're more stubborn at the end of fifty years than they were when God began.

But the wise person will break and say, God, yes, I'm wrong, you're right. Please forgive me. And seek the
face of God and never be satisfied until my life is right with God and right with men.

So you can look any person in the eye, and know there's nothing between you and that person. And you
can look up and say, God, there's nothing between my soul and my Savior. Not of this world's delusive
dream.

Nothing between my soul and the Savior. What a beautiful way to live. All attention goes out of life.
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And you begin to enjoy life. Because things are right the way they should be. Here was a man, Simon,
heard the gospel through Philip.

And he believed. And he was baptized. And he continued with Philip, beholding and wondering at the
miracles he saw.

And then he offered money to Peter and said, Give me also this power, that in whomsoever | lay hands, he
may receive the Holy Ghost. He wasn't a holy person. And Peter said, Your money perish with you.

Literally, to destruction, you and your money. Your heart isn't right in the sight of God. | perceive, Peter
says, that you're in the gall of bitterness.

You're in the bond of iniquity. But hadn't he believed? Wasn't he baptized? Yes. But he was in the gall of
bitterness.

He was in the bond of iniquity. To destruction, you and your money. You've neither part nor lot in this
matter, he said.

Your heart isn't right in the sight of God. | think there's hope for the man, because he said, Oh, pray to the
Lord for me. That the things you've spoken won't happen to me.

So there's hope for him. But somehow his heart was not right. And maybe you've believed and been
baptized, and yet tonight your heart isn't right.

There's lust in your heart. You've been lying to other people, perhaps. You have a very critical spirit.

You listen to people preaching. You listen to me preaching tonight, and you're sitting there in an icebox.
You're as critical and as cold as can be.

You know, some people, they go to church to analyze the sermon. Listen, if you want to exercise in
analyzing sermons, | suggest you start analyzing some of the sermons in the Bible. | doubt very much of a
single Psalm or sermon in the Bible conforms to standards that people think today's sermons should have.

What was Peter's sermon like in the day of Pentecost? Half, over half of his sermon was nothing more or
less than a quotation of Old Testament Scriptures. He didn't have an introduction, and he never had a
conclusion. He never had any illustrative material but quotations from the Old Testament.

Peter didn't know the laws governing sermonizing. | mean so much for that. Tom Skinner, he's a black
evangelist in the States.

He used to run with the toughest gang in Harlem. Their gang always won in the street rumbles they used
to have. And to become top man in the gang, you had to fight other people with knives because men
would come and challenge your leadership and you fought with knives.

And he won. Every time. He came home from one of their escapades one night, turned the radio on, and
some stupid preacher was preaching.

He sat there and laughed. Do you know why? Because the guy's English was so poor. | mean he said ain't
and used words you shouldn't use and he listened and he sat there and he laughed.
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He never heard anything so stupid and ignorant in all his life. And 20 minutes later, he was on his face
before God, weeping, broken by the power of the Holy Spirit. Nobody would ever print that man's sermon,
but the Holy Ghost used it to break that proud heart, Tom Skinner's heart.

He became an evangelist to the black people of America. God's used him in winning thousands of people
to Christ. It wasn't some nice pretty sermon.

It was a message from God through a dedicated heart. God doesn't care so much about the rest, you
know, people. That's not important.

But worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Fear before him all the earth. How do | worship him? Jesus
said the Father is seeking for people that will worship him in spirit and in truth.

You see, the Samaritans said to Jesus, Samaritan woman said, our fathers worshiped in this mountain
and you say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. You know what she was saying?
Well, I'm a Baptist and you're a Lutheran. | hope the Baptist won't take offense.

She was preaching denominationalism. You've got your way of doing it. We've got our way of doing it.

So you go your way and I'll go my way. And Jesus exploded that in a second. He said, the hour is coming
and now is when a true worshiper should worship the Father in spirit and in truth for the Father is seeking
such to worship him.

Has he found such in you? Do you worship God in spirit and in truth? Paul said, writing to a Gentile
church, in which no doubt there were a few Jews, but he said, we are the circumcision who worship God in
the spirit and rejoice in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh. He is not a Jew which is one
outwardly. Neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh.

But he is a Jew which is one inwardly. And circumcision is that of the heart and not of the letter whose
praise is not of men but of God. So we Christians are the true circumcision of God, the true Israel of God,
the true Jew.

The Jew means praised of God. The ones that praise God, that worship God, that are praised in return by
God because we love him through Jesus, his Son. So the Father is seeking for people that will worship
him in spirit and in truth.

Has he found one such in you? How is your worship of God? How is your prayer life? How is your walk
with God? You see, that's the burning question. How are things between you and the Lord? Dead and
cold? Would you do something about it tonight? We're to worship him as maker. Remember now thy
creator in the days of thy youth.

It says in Ecclesiastes 12, verse 1. Matter of fact, the word creator in the Hebrew language is in the plural.
Remember now your creators. Creation is ascribed to God the Father, Christ the Son, and the blessed
Holy Ghost.

Worship now your creators in the days of your youth. He is your maker, it says. Worship thou him for no
other reason than that.

| ought to worship my God. The Lord said in Exodus, talking to Moses, he said, Who has made man's
mouth? For who makes the dumb, or the deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? Have not | the Lord? So, God
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made you just the way you are. Now maybe you added a few pounds.

Don't blame that on God. Some people, you know, they're so fat that if they fall over they're just as tall as
when they stand up. Then there are some people that are so thin that when they drink tomato juice they
look like a thermometer.

But whether I'm thin or fat, tall or short, God made me. Thank God for the way you are. Zacchaeus was so
short he couldn't see over the crowd.

You know what happened? His shortness became his salvation. He had to run in front of the crowd and
forget his dignity and climb up a tree to see Jesus, which would not have been true if he had been six foot
four. And he might have missed salvation.

God made you. And God ordained your parents. And God ordained a time in history when you and |
should be born.

You see, it says in Acts chapter 17 that God has made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all
the face of the earth and has determined the times before appointed and the bounds of their habitation.
Why? That they should seek the Lord. That happily they might feel after him and find him, though he be
not far from every one of us, for in him we live and move and have our being.

Everything you see is ordered of God. And in the final analysis, what God wants is holy people that
worship him. Worship him as Maker.

Then worship him as Savior. Remember that woman in the Gospel of Luke, a sinful woman, a woman of
the streets. And she came in and stood behind Christ weeping and began, her tears were falling on his
feet and she was wiping his feet with the hairs of her head.

And Simon, that religious Pharisee, was sitting there and he said in his heart, Ah, this man, if he was a
prophet, he'd know what kind of a dirty woman that is touching his feet. He wouldn't let, he'd kick her
away. And Jesus said, Simon, | have something to say to you.

And Simon said, say on. But it wasn't very nice. It winds up this way, Simon, to whom little is forgiven, the
same loves little.

Are you one of those people that say, | never got drunk in my life, | never ever committed adultery, | never
ever stole any money, | was never really a bad sinner. Ever feel like that and congratulate yourself that
you are not a bad sinner? Well, a lot of us have done that. You read about some horrible person, you
know, or you hear a testimony of a person that did all kinds of wicked things.

By the way, | wish when people gave their testimony they wouldn't glorify sin the way they often do. Lots of
books are out. | wouldn't, you know, | wouldn't even have them in my home.

Christian books. Well, some person spends eight chapters telling all about their wicked sinful past. All the
people they slept with, all the times they were drunk, and all the horrible things they did.

Then at the back they got a little bit about Jesus, you know. | say, garbage! | wouldn't even read those
books. When Paul gave his testimony, do you know all he ever said? He said, | was a persecutor and
injurious, | was a blasphemer, but | obtained mercy because | did it ignorantly and unbelief.
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And he never gave us any of the details. So when you give your testimony, be very careful that you don't
glamorize sin. | don't care how much sin you were in or how little you think you were in.

But listen, what | was going to say was this, | digressed for a moment, is this. People think they haven't
sinned much because they haven't done the things | was talking about a few minutes ago. But listen, what
is the worst sin of all? The worst sin of all is to reject Jesus Christ.

That's all you have to do to end up in hell. That's all. And you have a catalog of sins in Revelation 21.8.
And where does it start? About the fearful and the unbelieving.

And then comes the abominable and the murderers and the whoremongers and the adulterers and the
idolaters and the liars. But at the top of the list are the fearful. The fear of man brings a snare.

And the unbelieving. You didn't believe in Jesus Christ. That's worse than murder.

It's worse than whoremongering. And you think you weren't a great sinner? You were, in God's sight. But
just as long as people think | didn't do much that was wrong, their love for God is going to be little because
they think they were not forgiven very much.

After all, it says in the book of James, if you keep the whole law and offend in one point, you're guilty of all.
And | heard an interesting story a while ago. This fellow had a friend who was always asking questions
about God but would never see Jesus as his personal Savior.

And this Christian kind of got a little bit proud about this and he prayed about it wondering how to handle it
and God gave him an insight. So the next time the fellow was asking all his religious questions, he said,
James 2.10 and he walked away. The next time the guy began talking about God, he said, James 2.10
and he walked away.

The fellow phoned him up and he said, James 2.10 and hung the phone up. And he kept on doing this.
You know what James 2.10 says? If you keep the whole law and offend in one point, you're guilty of all.

Is there anyone here that's never broken one of the laws of God? Please raise your hand. | don't see any
hands up. Do you know what that means? You've been guilty in the sight of God of breaking every law in
the book of God, every last one of them.

And you're as bad as the worst person that ever lived and so am . You have to see it people and so do |
from God's viewpoint. Once and for all. You're not a polite sinner.

There's no such thing. Every day you live without Christ in your heart. You are offending the God of
heaven.

He that believes not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. And when you finally
see it, James 2.10. You know what finally happened? | better complete that story. One night this Christian
got a phone call and here was his friend.

He was crying and he said, Oh listen. He said this James 2.10 thing has got me. And he said please come
over and show me how to be saved.

And he got saved. That was beautiful. You keep the whole line of sin at one point.
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God says you're guilty of all. To whom little is forgiven. The same loves little.

This woman loved much because she knew she was a sinner. Pharisee, Simon, he didn't think he was
much of a sinner. Indeed probably never used the word at all.

He thought he was a very fine religious person. Oh he was so much better than this woman down there.
He wasn't in the sight of God.

Possibly and very probably in the eyes of God he was a lot worse than her. But he couldn't see that
because his eyes were blinded. And people, it isn't an awful thing to think that people who have never
committed adultery, never committed murder, never stole, never did any of these abominable things that
are going on today.

Those people, those good people who never received Jesus Christ as their Savior are going to spend
eternity with millions of howling demons because they would not admit their sinnership and they would not
receive Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. We're to worship our Maker, we're to worship Him as Savior.
And then last of all we're to worship Him as King.

Some of us haven't got to that yet. We worship the Lord as Savior and we are saved and thank God for
that. But what about making Him the King of our life? Thou art my King! There's a verse in the Bible that
says that.

| think it's Psalm 44. Then David said, God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth. So
we have a line in the psalm that says, King of my life, | crown thee now.

Thine shall the glory be. Have you ever done that as a Christian believer? Invited Jesus Christ to become
the King of your life? Give Him everything? Invite Him to sit on the throne of your heart? And direct your
life for His glory? Most Christians are taking all the benefits of the Christian faith and giving very, very little
in return. And sometimes the only reason some of us pay the tithe, give God one-tenth of our income, is
because we're trying to buy God off.

We think if we give God a little extra money, God will leave us alone. Did you know that all the Pharisees
paid the tithe? Every one of them? They did. | pay tithe, this Pharisee said, of all that | possess.

What did Christ say about it? He said, you pay tithe, but you have omitted the weightier matters of the law.
What are they? Judgment, mercy, faith, and the love of God. These you ought to have done, and not to
leave the other undone.

So people, there are things that are a lot weightier to God than giving a tenth of your income to the Lord.
Judgment, mercy, faith, and the love of God. Is your heart filled with the love of God? Many of us are
completely insulated from the world and from the needs of people around us.

We're so afraid to open up our life for fear somebody will make demands on our time. | read about this in
Solomon chapter 4. Did you ever read that verse? | think it's the twelfth verse. A garden barred is my
sister, my spouse, a spring shut up, a fountain sealed.

Many Christians are sealed fountains. They're springs that have been shut up. They're gardens that have
a fence all around them.
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And nobody can ever look in their garden or get into their garden, and their fountain never flows. When the
Bible says in Proverbs chapter 5, Drink waters out of your own cistern, and running waters out of your own
well. Let your fountains be dispersed abroad and rivers of water in the streets.

In Piney Manitoba years ago they had a problem. Piney is just a little jerkwater town. One of my
son-in-laws comes from there.

He wouldn't like me to say that, | suppose. But the town is so small, it didn't even have a proper store and
didn't have a restaurant. It did have a beer parlor, of course.

They always have to have a beer parlor, you know. It's the devil's revival joint. But anyway, Piney
Manitoba's got the best water in the world.

| challenge you to disprove that statement. Just absolutely fantastic water. You drill down 70 feet on the
average and you hit a hard pan, and when you break through the hard pan you get the drill out of the hole
as fast as you can.

Indeed, the water is pushing the drill up the hole and then the water comes shooting out of the ground.
The CNR, they dug about a four-inch hole. | don't know what they did it for.

And then they had this pipe in there and the pipe was sticking out of the ground, | don't know, maybe eight
feet, and the water was shooting out the top of that pipe another four feet. That's the kind of pressure they
had. Built-in pressure.

Well, they were going to build a dairy there, and so they got some land on the north side of Piney and they
drilled a big hole, well, I don't know what, four inches, five inches or whatever, six inches, and they only
went down 35 feet and they hit the hard pan and the water came boiling out of the ground and they
couldn't control it. It flooded the fields, it filled the ditches, it flooded the roads, it began getting into
people's basements, making a horrible mess. You know, it was all on TV in Winnipeg and they got a big
fleet of concrete, ready-mix concrete trucks in Winnipeg and they all came tearing down to Piney,
Manitoba, 70 miles from Winnipeg there, and then it was all on TV.

And they had to build a bridge into this big hole in the ground. The hole was getting bigger all the time and
the water was just pouring out of there, you know. And they were backing in and dumping in the concrete.

And | forget now how many truckloads of concrete they poured in there before they got it shut off. And
there's not a drop of water coming now. But the pressure's still the same underneath, you know, if they
break through the concrete.

Listen, here's what's happened in many Christians' lives. You've allowed the devil to come and drop some
ready-mix concrete into your life and seal off the fountain of God. There's a fantastic potential for blessing
in every Christian life.

But for many, it's a spring shot up and the fountain has been sealed off by Satan through my sin, my
selfishness, my refusal to be the kind of person that God wants me to be. | keep meeting people in their
60s, 70s, 80s who are totally disillusioned with the Christian life. | spoke to a man 70 years old one time, a
druggist, used to do a lot of lay preaching, born again.
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And | said to him, Brother so-and-so, tell me very honestly, how have you found the Christian life? And he
has one word. He said, horrible. That's what he said.

I think | know why. Because he'd never ever given himself completely to God. He was a Christian.

But he'd never taken that further step of making Jesus the king of his life, king of my life. | crown thee now.
Thine shall the glory be.

And what a joy that is. | wonder, would you do that tonight? And would you begin from tonight to worship
the Lord in the beauty of a holy light? You know, there isn't anything men can do or make that will impress
God. The most beautiful artwork you ever saw, or the costliest building you ever saw, or the grandest
piece of architecture ever invented by the mind of men, doesn't impress God in the slightest.

Have you ever seen God? No. You've never seen God attending the dedication of some 15 or 50 million
dollar building or dam or something? No. He never even sent the lowliest angel in heaven to the
dedication service because it's totally uninteresting to God.

These things don't impress God. Money doesn't impress God. Nothing impresses God but a holy heart.

And God is seeking, seeking, seeking for individuals that will worship Him in spirit, that's in the Holy Spirit,
and in truth, that's in the truth of the Word of God, and in a holy life, in the beauty of a life that's holy. And |
close with a verse in 2 Corinthians chapter 7 that says, Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved,
let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Anything unclean in your life, deal with it tonight.

Unbelief, carnality of any kind, coldness, critical spirit, lust, lying, blasphemy, anything that's wrong, deal
with it tonight. Would you do that? We're going to sing an invitation song in a moment. And if you have a
desire to be a holy person, to have a beautiful life, you know, He really doesn't care the kind of clothes you
wear.

He doesn't care how nice your face looks. That doesn't mean anything to God. He's looking on your heart.

And He said in the book of Proverbs, My son, give me your heart. Many of us have given God our sins, but
we've never given God our heart. And we cannot honestly say tonight that we can worship God in the
beauty of a holy life.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/18/S1D18494.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/bill-mcleod/worship-out-of-a-pure-heart/
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