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(Colossians) Christ in You

by Brian Brodersen

The sermon emphasizes that Christ isin us, living in us and doing his work in us, which manifests itself through
us, and that thisis the true nature of Christianity.

Duration: 47:39

Scripture: Psalm 33:18, Psalm 33:22, Matthew 28:20, Romans 1:29-31, Ephesians 2:11-12, Ephesians 4:17-19,
Colossians 1:27

Topics: "Spiritual Darkness", "Inner Transformation”

Description

In this sermon, the preacher discusses the condition of the Gentile world as described in Ephesians
4:17-19. He emphasizes that the Gentiles walked in the futility of their minds, with their understanding
darkened and alienated from the life of God due to ignorance and hardened hearts. They had given
themselves over to lewdness and greediness. The preacher also highlights the importance of recognizing
that Christ is in believers, a powerful truth that goes beyond the knowledge of God watching over and
being with them.

Transcript

Morning, let's turn once again to the first chapter of Colossians, Colossians 1, verse 27, and specifically
the last seven words of the 27th verse, Christ in you, the hope of glory. In these seven words, we have
teaching that is so profound that several volumes could not exhaust it. Today, by the help of the Spirit, we
will attempt to discover some of the riches contained here in the verse.

Let's ask the Lord's help. Lord, we do pray now as we consider these seven words, that some of the
richness that's here, Lord, would be poured out upon us today, that we might know more deeply this great
truth, Christ in you, the hope of glory, amen. We begin with the word Christ.

Christ, of course, is the Greek for the Hebrew word Messiah, and the word means the anointed one. Way,
way back in the dawn of man's history, when man sinned, God gave a promise to send a Redeemer. And
the Old Testament is a book that prepared the people for the Redeemer to come.

And throughout the Old Testament, there are several glimpses of this Redeemer. And it was obvious from
many passages that this Redeemer would be a man, but there were also other statements that showed
that he would be more than a man, statements that showed that he would be none other than God. And so
Isaiah prophesied.
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He said, for unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be upon his shoulders,
and his name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. So
Paul says here, Christ in you, the hope of glory. He's speaking of this promised Redeemer, this one that
was ordained to come before the foundation of the world, this one who would be a man, he would be
related to us, but he would also be God, would be God the Son.

This is one of the great glories of the Christian faith, Christ in you. The fact that this blessed Redeemer,
this great God who became a man, he came to earth, he lived, he died, he rose again, he ascended to
heaven, and he comes and takes up residence in the hearts of his people. Christ in you.

We know concerning Christ from what we've been looking at in our context here of chapter 1 in
Colossians, as well as many other passages in scripture, we know that he is the one who has supremacy
over all things. We know that he's the creator of all things. We know that to him belongs all power.

He said, all power is given to me in heaven and earth. He said, all authority has been given to me over all
flesh. And he demonstrated in his earthly life that power.

He showed us his greatness. He showed us his might. He showed us his power over the elements, his
power over the natural realm, dealing with the very elements themselves, the wind and the waves calming
them.

He showed us his power over the elements in the multiplying of the food and so forth. He showed us his
power over disease and so forth. And he showed us his power in the spiritual realm also by delivering
people who were oppressed by spiritual beings, demons.

And it's this one, this Christ that we find in the pages of the Old Testament as both God and man, the one
that we find in the pages of the New Testament as the great redeemer come from heaven, born of a virgin,
but yet the one who has all power. This is the one that Paul says is in you. Christ is in you.

Christ in you. Now, the second word in, you know, it's important that we sometimes take a word at a time.
It's so easy to rush through our Bibles, isn't it? It's easy to go through a paragraph or even a chapter, even
a few chapters and not really get the full message because we're in such a hurry.

Sometimes it's good to take a word at a time, but take this word in. It's an incredible statement, really.
Christ in you.

Now, it would have been glorious just to be told that Christ is watching over you. And of course, we're told
in the Bible that the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous and the Lord sees us and so forth. And that's
great to know that God is watching me, to know that his eye is upon me.

That is a great truth. An even greater truth is to know that the Lord is actually with me. The Bible tells us
that the Lord is with us.

The Lord is with those who fear him. And Jesus said to his disciples that | will be with you. And those are
great truths.

The Lord watching over us, the Lord being with us. But here in this one little word, we find that the Lord is
not merely watching us. He is not only with us, but he is actually in us.
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He is actually in us. And again, this is one of the great mysteries of the Christian faith, that Christ, the Lord
of glory, this God who became a man, that he actually takes up his place of residence within us. He lives
in us.

Great mystery. But this is one of the glories of the gospel. Christ in you.
He lives in us. And in living in us, he does his work in us. And it manifests itself then out of us.

You see, the common idea that people have is that Christianity is a list of rules. They see it as being just
another religious system where you abide by various rules and regulations. It's all external.

You have a list of commands and you observe those commands. You read them, you understand them,
and then you seek to apply them. But they're outside of you.

You see, that's not the teaching of the New Testament. That was the case in the Old Testament, actually.
And the apostle Paul contrasted the old and the New Testaments.

And he used. An interesting picture. He talked about the commandments that were written upon stone.

And he said, that's not the case with us, he said, but rather God's commands have been written now upon
the fleshly tablets of the heart. You see, when the Lord takes up residence in us, he puts his desire in us.
He lives in us.

And so Christianity is nothing less than God living in the soul of man. What an incredible thing when you
consider who God is, when you consider who Christ is, that he is the one who holds the universe in the
span. He holds the universe in the span.

In other words, the universe to him is just held right within the distance between his thumb and his index
finger. God is outside of the universe, but he's inside. He's so vast that he holds the universe in his hand,
but yet he's capable of indwelling us also.

These things are incredible things. These are, as | said a moment ago, you could fill several volumes and
not exhaust these thoughts here. You could just continue to go deeper and deeper and deeper with these
things.

But who can ever really even comprehend them? They're beyond comprehension. But there are those
times that the Holy Spirit will reveal things to us. And this is one of those great things.

If you get a hold of it, even just for a moment, the realization of it, Christ is in me. He lives inside of me.
And so Paul was marveling at this.

This was the great mystery that was continually blowing Paul's mind, for lack of a better term. He was just
constantly in awe of this. Christ in us.

Now notice he said, Christ in you, and it's important to consider who it was that he was referring to. Christ
in you. Now Paul was writing this epistle to believers in the city of Colossae who were outside of the
covenant relationship with God.

And so the term Gentile, the term Gentile means nations. The Hebrew word is goyim. And that word
referred to everyone but the Jews.
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Everyone but the Jews were the goyim. They were the nations. They were the people, in other words,
outside of a relationship with God.

They were the people that were not part of the covenant. And so Paul says, Christ is in you, and he's
speaking to those people who were not part of the covenant originally. He's speaking to people who were
outside.

We have several descriptions in the New Testament of the Gentile world, just general statements as to the
condition of the Gentile world. And let me give you a few of these statements. Romans 1, verses 29-31.

Paul said, Being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil mindedness, they are whisperers, back biters, haters
of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, undiscerning,
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful. So this is a general description of the Gentiles. In
Ephesians chapter 2, verses 11 and 12, Paul said, Therefore remember that you once Gentiles in the
flesh, that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

Having no hope and without God in the world. This was the condition of the nations. One more passage
from Ephesians 4, 17-19.

This | say therefore and testify in the Lord that you should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk.
In the futility of their mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God,
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their heart, who being past feeling,
have given themselves over to lewdness to work all uncleanness with greediness. So this is a description
of the condition of the Gentile world.

This is the world that Paul went into preaching. These were the people who became the recipients of the
gospel. These were the ones who now Paul is writing to.

And he's saying Christ is in you. You see there's been a long standing misconception. And that
misconception is this, that God is with the good people.

And of course the Jews thought that. And they thought that they were the good people. So God was with
them and he wasn't with anybody else as far as they were concerned.

But that mentality has come down to us even today. There are those who, that's their way of thinking. God
is with those who are good.

God is with the religious people. God is with the people who go to church or do good deeds. And he's not
with anyone else.

Well the fact of the matter is this, by nature we're all cut off from God whether we deem ourselves to be
good or not. The Bible teaches clearly that there are actually no good people. There's none good, no not
one.

But there are those who hold on to that and those who think themselves better than others and assume
that because they haven't done anything horribly wrong that God must be with them. And when they hear
a statement to this effect, Christ in you, they might think well of course | can see that about myself. But
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again as we consider who Paul is speaking to and we consider the background of these people.

And this of course is a very contemporary description of the way people behave, isn't it? So the point is
this, that Christ is not for the good people because there are no good people. Christ is for all people and
he will come into anyone's life that will receive him regardless of what their background is. We could go
through other passages that list similar things and then Paul speaks to those that he was writing to and he
says now you once were like this.

And actually here in Ephesians we've been quoting from Ephesians 2 and at one point he's describing the
condition and the behavior and he said whom we all at one time had our manner of life. All of us at one
time were living the same way. We were just like this.

We might not have been involved in every one of these things, but yet we are certainly to be found in the
list that we've just looked through somewhere. Some people this is purely biographical. For others it's not
as obvious, but yes these things are also true.

So this is the marvelous thing about the gospel. It's Christ in you, in the Gentiles. The ones that the Jews
thought were no way ever to be saved.

Impossible. Couldn't happen. And so we find the same thing today.

Many people would stand in judgment and say oh these people certainly could not be accepted by God.
These people certainly could not be Christians because look at them and look how they lived and look
what they did. And so people have a real problem.

They say oh well you've got that easy religion over there where just anybody could come and find God.
And I've received criticism from people for preaching easy religion and opening the door to all those bad
people. And generally that criticism comes from religious people, self-righteous people.

| actually had one person tell me that we made it way too easy over at Calvary. He's going to stick with his
religion because it was hard over there. He really had to work your way.

And | wasn't going to go in for any of that just slip in by believing in Jesus stuff. No he's going to prove that
he's a good man and he's going to keep working hard and one day going to appear right before God and
you know of course God's going to let him into heaven because he's worked hard for it. Well of course I'm
describing you a person who does not have the slightest clue about what the Bible teaches.

Very devoutly religious individual but doesn't understand anything of the teaching of scripture because the
teaching of scripture teaches that none of us can work our way into God's favor. None of us can do
anything to save ourselves. All of us must come the same way because all of us are really in the same
condition although we don't really want to admit that.

We want to think ourselves better than others. But the fact is we're all in the same condition. Our hearts
are all in the same condition of depravity.

The Bible says the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. It doesn't say a few hearts
are deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. It says the heart, a general statement talking about
the heart of man generally speaking.
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All people fall under that category. On occasion we've had opportunity to see people who have been guilty
of the vilest of crimes and have been convicted of those crimes and have had to pay the price for that
capital punishment. And before the execution maybe you've seen a news clip or something where one of
these abominable criminals would get up and talk about the fact that they were going to die in their crimes
and so forth.

And then they would mention Jesus and they would state something to the effect that they had received
the Lord and they were trusting in His mercy and all. And | don't know what your reaction is to that. Some
people are angered by that.

Some people are very, very bothered. They say, this wicked, abominable, horrible person. He's talking
about Jesus as though there could be any connection there and they just can't handle that.

But in reality they have every right, if they've truly repented, to expect that Christ has had mercy upon
them because the things that they did were the very things that Jesus was being punished for upon the
cross. See, God laid the sin of the world upon Him and there wasn't one sin that was left out. And if a
person will come to Christ, regardless of their background, if they will come in truth and sincerity,
acknowledging fully and completely their guilt and the fact that they have sinned and that they're entirely
responsible for their actions, and if they will come, even the most vile of criminals, if they will come and
cast themselves upon the mercy of God, God will forgive them and Christ will come into them.

See, that's the gospel. That's what the New Testament teaches. But again, people are appalled by that.

They're angered by that. They're upset. You see, the problem goes back to a misunderstanding of sin and
the fact that all of us are sinners and all of us have the potential to go totally bad.

It's just the mercy of God that keeps us from going. But we all have the potential to become as corrupt as
one another because we're all made of the same stuff, sin. We're all depraved.

We're all steeped in sin. And if we were let go under the right circumstances, the true condition of our
heart would come out. Have you ever had an experience where you've known a person, you've seen them
operate for years, you've experienced them and they, you know, appeared to be a good person, and yet
circumstances had come about where they had suddenly, you know, it seems it had gone bad.

What happened? You know, what happened to this person? They were so good and they were so loving
and so gentle, and now they've become so self-centered, and now they've become so focused upon their
way and their will, and they're striking out against everybody. And the people that they, you know, once
seemed to love, now they hate them and they have no allegiance to them. And, you know, have you ever
seen anything like that? Well, you see, here's the mistake that people make.

The mistake is this, oh, they were such a good person. What went wrong? The mistake was the
assumption that they were a good person. What you're seeing now is what they really are.

You see, what you're seeing now is what man really is. When you see people go bad, so to speak, what
you're actually seeing is what they truly are. But people misunderstand that.

They say, oh, but they, you know, they have such a good heart. | don't understand how they, how, you
know, they've gone in this direction. Well, the fact of the matter is they have a corrupt heart.
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And that corruption was veiled for a time under, you know, certain convictions and morality and things like
that. But now all of that's been removed, and you're just seeing what the Bible says is true. You're just
seeing what the person actually is.

You see, because man by nature is a sinner. Man by nature is prone to live for self, to serve self, to, you
know, to put self before everything else. But yet when a person turns to Christ truly, regardless of how
wretched or abominable, how wicked they might have been, the vilest of sinners becomes the dwelling
place of God.

This is incredible. This is just really, truly, you know, the holy righteous Christ, the one who was separate
from sinners, the one who never thought or said or did anything contrary to perfect holiness and
righteousness. This one comes and takes up residence in Gentiles, in people like us.

But you see, when he does that, he cleans us up. That's the thing he does. He cleans us up.

He washes us from the inside. And to give you an idea of how thorough his cleansing is, it's thorough
enough to allow him to come and reside in us. Of course, the Lord is not going to reside in a decrepit, vile
environment.

So what does he do? He comes in and he changes us from the inside out. He changes us from the inside
out. How many times do we say that? Can we say that enough? We need to repeat it over and over again.

That's the gospel. People don't understand that even today. They're still thinking in terms of externals,
keeping a list of rules, not understanding Christ is in you.

Christ will come in and he will change you from the inside out. He will take up residence in you. He will live
inside of you.

And he will make you the person that he wants you to be. That's the glory of the gospel. So Christ in you,
and then he says, the hope of glory.

Christ in you, the hope of glory. Now, glory is just another way of trying to describe the perfected state in
the presence of God. Heaven is glory.

We're moving toward, as God's people, we're moving toward glory. We're moving toward the point of
being glorified. In other words, all that we are now in our natural condition is going to be done away with
and we're going to be perfected.

And so we're going to live in a perfect place. We're going to be perfect ourselves. We're going to be in the
presence of God.

There's not going to be any remnant of sin. There's not going to be any mark of sin left upon us, whether it
be sin in the sense of vile practices or sin in the sense of its impact upon human nature, its destructive
impact, death and all those things. All of that's going to be done away with.

Christ in you, the hope of glory. Now, the word hope in the Bible, it means something quite a bit different
than what hope means in our common usage of it. You know, when we use the word hope today, we use it
in a sense to describe something we desire, but something that is not certain.
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So, you know, we say, oh, | hope that that deal comes together. Now, I'm not certain it's going to, but |
really hope it does. Or, you know, we're going on vacation next week.

| hope the weather is going to be nice. So, you see, we want it to be, but we're uncertain as to whether it's
going to be. That's the common usage of the word hope.

But the word hope in the Bible is not defined in that way. The word hope in the Bible is more akin to the
word faith. It's similar to the word faith, because what it refers to is a confidence in something yet to be.

It's not a foundationless expectation, but rather confidence in something that is yet to be. So, | hope in
something in the biblical sense. In other words, | have confidence that this is going to be.

So, | have confidence that I'm going to be perfected. I'm going to be in glory. I'm going to spend eternity
with God and his kingdom.

I'm going to be liberated at some point in time from this sinful condition that I'm in. | have confidence that
that's going to happen based on Christ in me. So, that's what Paul is saying.

Christ in you gives you the confidence in glory. So, we can say as Christian people, as people who have
truly received Christ, we can say with confidence that we will go to heaven. A good way to find out whether
or not a person is genuinely a believer is to ask them if they are confident that they are going to heaven.

Now, I'm not saying that there aren't genuine believers who lack that confidence, but if they do, it's
because they misunderstand the gospel. A lot of times people assume that they're Christians, but they
don't understand the gospel at all, and it's evidenced in the fact that they have no assurance of heaven.
You see, this is one thing that an elementary understanding of the gospel will give you, an assurance of
heaven, because that's the promise of scripture.

Christ in you is the hope of glory. | know I'm going to heaven because Christ is in me. He's my confidence
of heaven.

And you see, a person who doesn't have that confidence doesn't understand the gospel. They don't
understand how you get to heaven. And sometimes you'll find people saying things like this.

If you say, well, | know I'm going to heaven, they'll say, oh, well, isn't that a bit presumptuous? | wish |
could know that, but I'm not as holy as you, obviously. You know, little wisecracks like that. You see, that
right there indicates a lack of understanding on their part.

They don't understand the gospel and possibly have not been a recipient of it. Maybe they have, but they
still don't understand it. You see, because they're thinking somehow that it's your merit, that it's your
holiness, that it's something that you are that's going to get you to heaven, which is a total misconception.

See, | have absolute confidence I'm going to heaven. You can have total confidence that you're going to
heaven, too, that you're going to be in the glorified state. Why? Because Christ is in you.

You see, Christ is in me. That's my hope of glory. It's not that | am able to work my way there.

It's not that I've been such a good person, such a faithful servant, such a wonderful Christian that where
else would | go? That's not the issue. The issue is that Christ is in me. And because Christ is in me, now |
am, I'm connected with him eternally.
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And Christ is going to take me to heaven. That's my hope of glory. It's Christ in me.

So you see, anyone who thinks that a person who has confidence that they're going to heaven is being
presumptuous probably doesn't understand the gospel. If | thought | was going to heaven because of
anything other than Christ, what he's done for me and the fact that he's in me, then that would indeed be
presumption. It would be foolish for me to think that.

| could never have any guarantee or any real hope that | am going to heaven apart from Christ. But
because Christ is in me, | have that hope of glory. | have that confidence.

It's not in me or what I've done, but it's in Christ and who he is. And so we rest in that. We have assurance
in that.

You know, I've always heard this, but | kind of doubted whether or not it was true. | always heard that the
closer you got to the Lord or the longer you walked with the Lord, the more you would see yourself as a
sinner. And I'd heard that over and over again.

And | always thought, well, maybe that was just their personal opinion. But you know, I'm beginning to
believe that that is absolutely true. With all of us.

You know, the longer | walk with the Lord, the more | marvel at the fact that | walk with the Lord, that I've
ever been allowed to do it. The more | get to know myself, the more | marvel at the fact that God even
wants to have anything to do with me, that God would use me. And, you know, sometimes | don't know if
you ever do this, but sometimes |, in my mind, | try to like justify why God would use me, you know,
because | just feel so wretched and so unworthy.

And | try to come up with some reason why | shouldn't feel that way. And yet the harder | search, the more
| find that | shouldn't only feel this way. | need to feel even worse because | am worse.

And you know what the other thing is? What that does in the positive sense, though, it gives the glory back
to God. It just it just puts the glory back on him. It's just Lord.

It's just you. | search high and low for some reason for God to love me for some reason for God to bless
me. And again, as | search, | find that God, you shouldn't love me because | don't love you like | should.

| don't. | take you for granted. | don't give you the praise and the honor, the adoration that's due to your
name.

There's times | get up and | don't even have a thought of God until halfway through the day. Oh, the Lord.
Yes.

Forgot about him. He just created me, redeemed me, sustains me. But | forgot even existed.

| was too busy being preoccupied with my own little world and my self, you know. And when | think of that,
| think, Lord, you are so good, because if | had a servant that was like that, I'd probably just want to get rid
of him. And and yet God doesn't.

He just loves me and has mercy on me and continues to use me. Why does God use me? Just because
he wanted to. There's no reason in me.
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You know, | think about things that God is doing in my life and, you know, | can easily disqualify myself. |
can go through it. | can put together a list of reasons why God shouldn't.

And | can put that whole list together and bring it to the Lord and say, Lord, these are all the reasons why
you shouldn't use me. Says, | know. Tear it up.

I'm usually anyway. You know, so it's God. It's just it goes back to God.

As Paul said when he wrote to the Ephesians, he's accepted us in the beloved to the praise of the glory of
his grace. And | think that it all comes down to just this one thing, us just saying, Lord, you're good. Your
grace is amazing.

And just marveling in that rejoicing in that when you look at the statement here, Christ in you, the hope of
glory. Christ is our hope of glory. It's not you.

And none of this is to encourage slothful living or, you know, a lack of holiness or any of that. | | want to
live a holy life. | encourage you to live a holy life.

We press toward that. But you know what? Even as you're living a holy life, you just find that I'm not really
holy. It's the Lord.

The harder | try, the more wretched | see myself to be. And again, it all just finally brings you back to God
and just to his grace. You know, | find that when | when | really get holy, you know what | get at the same
time? | get proud of how holy | am.

And then | realize how wicked | am. I'm proud of her being holy. I'm more holy than that person.
I'm so proud. It's just a vicious cycle. It's just pathetic.

But this is our human condition. And all the more do we marvel at this statement. Christ in you, the hope of
glory is Christ in us.

The great, the awesome, the wonderful, the majestic, the living, the living, the living the blessed Christ,
God's son in not merely watching, not only with us, but in tiles, Jews to who realize they are no better off
than the Gentiles. But he's in us. He's our hope of glory.

Now, in closing, this is the question. How? How is it that Christ is in you? Are you born with Christ in you?
Oh, no. You might say, well, wait a second.

My parents were Christians. That's wonderful. But they did not impart to you a divine nature.

The only thing they can depart to you, impart to you naturally is the corrupt, sinful nature. You see, people
go on that assumption. Well, | think, you know, I've actually asked people, you know, well, when did you
become a Christian? Oh, | was born a Christian.

No, I'm sorry. You weren't born a Christian. You were born a sinner, just like everyone else.

So Christ doesn't come into us because we're born into a Christian family. Christ does not come into us
because we're good people. He's looking around for a place to live.
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Oh, that looks like a good place. | think they've kept that place pretty clean. No, he doesn't come in
because we're good people.

And he doesn't come in because we go to church. And this is where | think a lot of people really make a
false assumption. There's this thinking that because | go to church, I'm a Christian.

That is not necessarily true. And | think that's a false assumption. And you need to be freed from that
thinking.

You might have gone to church all of your life and assumed that because you've gone that you're a
Christian. That might not necessarily be the case. It's possible to go to church and to not be a Christian at
all.

You're in the church, but Christ isn't in you because there's only one way that Christ comes into you. And
listen to what Jesus said, behold, | stand at the door and knock. And if anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, | will come into him.

See, there's only one way. The only way Christ comes into us is by personal invitation. We must ask him
to come in.

We must ask him. And in asking him to come in, what we're doing is we're acknowledging that he's not
there. And he's not there because we're sinners.

We're cut off from him. We're lost apart from him. We're acknowledging that and we're saying, Lord, you
need to come in.

| want you to save me. | need a savior. | can't save myself.
I'm a sinner. Lord, come in and take charge of my life. You see, that's what's happening.
And that's the only way that Christ is in you. He's in you by invitation. You must invite him to come in.

Do not assume that he's in you unless, of course, you've invited him to come in. This is sometimes a very
difficult thing, to admit that although you were raised in a Christian family, although you've been a good
person, although you've been to church all your life, that you're not a Christian, that Christ is not in you. It's
a hard thing on the pride.

| remember years ago, the thing that kept me back from receiving Christ was pride. | didn't want to admit
that | hadn't already done that because | belong to the true church. | belong to the Catholic church, of
course, and, you know, | was baptized as a little baby.

And | remember when an invitation was given one time, and there was a person with me at an evangelistic
meeting, and that person turned and said, | want to go. | want to receive Christ. And | said, okay, well, you
know, you want me to walk you up there? Yeah, they did.

And so | did. And so we got up and they said the prayer. | didn't.

And then they went to meet the person that would give them the Bible and so forth. And as we were there
talking, you know, the person actually looked at me and said, have you received Christ? Oh, yeah, yeah,
sure. Of course | have.
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Uh-huh. Oh, when? Well, you know, born that way, you know, baptized back there as a baby, you know.
Don't talk to me.

| brought this person up here now. I'm okay, you know. | don't need you.
This is bothering me. This is bothering my pride. | did not want to admit that Christ wasn't in me.

No, | go to church. I'm, | was part of the choir, and, you know, I've been around for years. | knew the priest
and all.

I, of course Christ is in me. Where else would he be, you know? I'm a pretty good guy. You know, | wasn't,
| was only drinking a six-pack over the weekend now.

| wasn't drinking the case like | was. | was only, you know, dating one girl a month, not two or three, you
know. That was my thinking, truly.

I mean, don't talk to me. I'm, this is the person right here. Talk to them.
I'm okay. It was my pride. | didn't want to admit, | didn't want to say that Christ isn't in me.

And it wasn't until | did that, that Christ did come in. And so don't do that today, if that's you. Don't let your
pride keep you back.

Don't rest in something like, well, you know, my parents were Christians. My grandfather was a minister.
We went to church as, you know, all my life.

| got baptized, or, or even that you go to this church. None of those things mean that Christ is in you. They
can indicate Christ is in you, but that's not necessarily the case.

Christ is in you by an act of your will. You ask him to come in. You acknowledge that you're a sinner, and
you ask him to come in and to take up residence in your life.

You see, the problem is this. Christ is not reigning, and he's supposed to. And that's what you're asking
him to do.

When Paul said, Christ is in you, Christ is ruling over you now. He's become your authority. Man was
never intended to reign over himself, and we can see that we can't rule our own lives well.

The history of the world is man trying to rule himself, and it's utterly failed on every point. See, man was
created to be ruled by God, and Christ in me means essentially this. | am now ruled by Christ.

And so when you ask Christ to come in, what you're asking him to do is not come and live in the cellar, you
know, or in the back bedroom. You're asking him to come and take up residence right in the center, right
on the throne, to take control of your life. When you do that, the moment you surrender, the moment you
do that, then you'll know by experience what Paul meant when he said, Christ in you, the hope of glory.

And as we close today, if Christ is not in you, if you have not asked him to come in, don't trust in your
parents, don't trust in your husband or wife or your children. You have to do it yourself. It's an invitation
that only you can make to him.
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But if you do that, regardless of your background, we've already looked at who we're talking about, the
Gentiles, you could be the most vile person imaginable, involved in the most abominable practices, but
Christ will come in and he'll change you from the inside out. On the other hand, you might be the person
who you're not even sure if you're a sinner. You can be sure that you are.

Christ will come in to you also. Open your heart. Jesus said, | stand at the door and knock.
If anyone open, | will come into him. Let's pray. Lord, we thank you for this great truth.

And Lord, we certainly need the illumination of the Holy Spirit to comprehend it at all. Christ in you, the
hope of glory. Lord, for those today who have Christ in them, may their hope of glory just be intensified
even this day.

And Lord, for those that are with us that do not have Christ in them, Lord, help them to see that they have
no hope of glory apart from him and help them, Lord, to yield themselves up to you today, to invite you as
you are knocking at the door. Help them, Lord, to open that door and to receive you. In Jesus name,
amen.

Pray as you go this week, that the reality of Christ in you might be experienced by you personally and
experienced by those around you also.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/11/SID11749.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/brian-brodersen/colossians-christ-in-you/
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