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(Ephesians) Walking in Love
by Brian Brodersen

The sermon emphasizes the importance of love in the Christian life, encouraging listeners to imitate God and

love one another as Jesus has loved us.

Duration: 58:35

Scripture: Matthew 22:37, Matthew 22:39, John 13:34, Romans 13:8, Ephesians 4:32 - 5:1, 1 John 4:7

Topics: "Christian Community", "Gods Grace"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of working together with others in the Christian life
and ministry. He highlights the impact of media, such as MTV, on the mentality of youth and the need for
the Word of God in Poland. The speaker shares his mission to teach the Bible, preach the gospel, and
establish a church in Poland. He encourages listeners to rely on God's grace and shares the story of Jim
Elliott and his companions who were called to minister to the Alka Indians in South America. The speaker
also emphasizes the importance of studying the Scriptures, particularly the Gospels, to understand and
observe God's character through Jesus Christ.

Transcript

Lord, we do praise you tonight. There is truly no God like you, the God who bled, the God who wore our
sins on his head. Oh, Lord, how we thank you that you're our God and we are your people tonight.

Lord, we're here to hear from you now. So we pray that you would bless as we share from your word in
Jesus name. Amen.

All right. Well, before we actually get into our Bible study tonight, we're going to have one of our
missionaries share with us for a few moments. He is ministering in Poland and has been for quite a few
years.

Kurt and Kendall are there together with their family. And Kurt was here years ago, went to the School of
Ministry and was on staff here and used to run the bookstore. And God's got him planting churches in
Poland.

So he's going to tell us a little bit about what's going on tonight. So, Kurt, come on up. Hi there.

Wow. Brian Broderson's Bible. This is great.
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I want this. Well, as Brian told you, my wife and I are working in Poland. We've been there for about eight
years.

And I guess going back about eight years, I was on lunch break. I used to work at the chapel store and we
were praying for different countries. And actually, a friend of mine were in the library at lunchtime praying
for Russia when Carl Westerlin walked into the School of Ministry Library and asked us if we would
consider going to Poland.

And I got really excited about the idea, but my friend was not very excited about it. Well, two months after
Carl asked that question, I was in Poland. I remember one day I was I was just working in the bookstore
and a guy came up.

He invited me to his house to share about what I was going to be doing in Poland, which I had no idea
what I was going to be doing in Poland. But I went to the Bible study. This is a man I didn't even know.

And after the study, he just walked up to me and wrote me a check for my entire airfare to go to Poland.
And so literally in two months I was there. And since that time, God has been so faithful to provide for all of
our needs, spiritual, physical and in every way.

And his mercy endures forever. It is good to serve the Lord. And Poland is an interesting country.

It has a very brutal history. There were times in Poland's history when it didn't even exist as a country. It
had been at one point in history completely swallowed up by the Austrian Empire, the Prussians and the
Russians.

The only thing they left was a little plot of land around the area of Warsaw. And of course, now if you travel
through Poland, one of the things that catches your eye in the landscape are Nazi concentration death
camps that fill the land. The city that I went to eight years ago, a town called Lublin, housed one of the
biggest death camps that were ever built and would have been the largest had the war not ended.

And so this is what Poles wake up to and look at every day, continual reminders of oppression. But you
know, their oppressors really are not the Germans or the Russians back under communism, but it's really
the devil. It's the devil who seeks to steal, kill and destroy.

It's the devil who steals life from us and rips us off. And you and as I as I work in Poland and as my wife,
Kendall, and I work there, we realize that people have been ripped off by the devil. No longer are there
conquerors people, but it's religion.

It's a religion that that has swallowed them and caused them to believe that they can do something to go
to heaven other than believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and trust in his grace and his free gift. And so we're
there because God's called us to be there. And we planted a church in Lublin, turned it over to a Polish
guy.

He's now pastoring. Then we moved on to another town called Radom. Radom is a city of about 250,000
people.

It's a town of about 30% unemployment. Lots of crime, car thefts every day. I've even seen a few, watched
them happening.
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People are very down and now drugs have come into the country. So in eight years, I've literally seen the
country change before my very eyes. I've seen kids, high school age kids from every background begin
trying drugs.

Probably nothing has changed Eastern Europe more than probably MTV. When MTV came into the
country about eight or nine, 10 years ago, you see the way it has affected the mentality of the youth and
changed the people. But what I notice about being there the most is in Poland, people are very familiar
with Jesus.

There's a Bible in every home, practically. You have no problem talking to people about Jesus there. But
there is a famine of the word of God.

And if any of you have read Hosea, you've read about how he said there would be a famine, not of water,
drinking water, eating bread, but there would be a famine of the word of God. And I can't think of anything
worse than not having water or food or bread to eat, than not having the word of God. I would much rather
have the word of God than my necessary food.

But that's exactly what they don't have. And that's why we're there. We're there to teach the Bible, to
preach the gospel and to plant another church and to see Jesus's name lifted up in our midst.

Won't you pray for us while we're there? You know, Brian was sharing in the announcements about these
these missions, opportunities that are coming up this summer. And he mentioned what Croatia and some
of these other places, Russia. I would really encourage you to ask the Lord, Lord, would you have me to
do something like that? Would you have me to take my vacation time and to just go and see how you
might use me? Because I guarantee you, not only will people there be blessed to have what you have, but
God will change your life forever.

He'll change your life forever. So pray, ask the Lord. Maybe he would have you to go.

One of the great things for my wife and I in being here at Costa Mesa the last seven weeks is just is just
the richness that's here. Here it's just the opposite. There's not a famine.

There's a there's a flood, just a river of God's word and truth rushing through this place, especially Calvary
Chapel. And and we've been so blessed to be here. As I look around the room, I see people I know and
people that have been faithful to pray for us and to join us in the work there.

And the Lord bless you and keep you. But I've been so not only enriched by what we've just heard, the
worship and what we're going to hear, the teaching, but by your lives, your obedience to the Lord and your
faithfulness to serve the Lord with all of your heart. The Lord, the Lord's blessings are on this church.

The Lord's blessings are upon this place. And my job is just to encourage you to stir you up, to get you to
open up your eyes and see that there's a world out there that needs what you have. And I'm on my heart
tonight is a strong encouragement to encourage you to just ask the Lord, would you have me to go? And
I'll bet you the answer for many of you is yes.

If you have the courage to ask. Well, Brian's got to teach. I got to sit down.

So the Lord bless you and keep you. We ask you to pray for Rotom, Poland and the work of the Lord that
we're doing there and planning Calvary Chapel Church. God bless you.
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Well, we're going to pray for them. I'm going to do that right now. Actually, I just remembered this as Kurt
was talking.

I think our high school fellowship is going to take an outreach to Rotom this summer. Kurt shared with the
high school ministry the other day and they really felt connected. So but let's pray.

Let's pray that God will just pour out his blessing upon that place. Father, we pray for Rotom. We pray for
Kurt and Kendall and those who are ministering there with them.

And Lord, we know that your word, Lord, is powerful. We know that you spoke the world into existence.
And Lord, we pray that you would speak to that city and we pray that you'd save many.

Lord, as we hear about the young people and the influence of drugs and MTV and all of that, Lord, we
pray that you would rescue many from the snare of the devil. We pray that you would take them, transform
their lives, give them, Lord, the gifts of the spirit and turn around and use them to touch their fellow
countrymen. Lord, we think of so many places outside of where we're at, where that is the case, the
famine, not for bread or water, but for your word.

And we pray that you'd have mercy and that you'd send laborers out into these great harvest fields, Lord.
So we just pray that you would work, that you would bless and particularly there with them, that you would
do great things when they return, that they would, Lord, be so encouraged by what they see you doing,
Lord, that you would bless them for their labor in Jesus name. Amen.

All right. Let's turn now to Ephesians once again. As we pick up in our study this evening, picking up in the
fifth chapter, actually beginning the fifth chapter tonight, but going back to verse 32, because once again,
here's one of those places where those who broke our Bible up into chapters and verses just missed it by
a few verses here in this particular section.

They should it should have carried it out a little further, but they didn't. So we'll pick up in verse 32 and
then follow through verse two of chapter five. But you remember the apostle here is into the real practical
aspect of this letter to the Ephesians.

He started off by spending a lot of time on doctrinal issues and really seeking to ground the saints in all of
the glory of what God had done for them. And then he finally gets to that place where he says, basically,
OK, now that you know all that God's done for you and you're basking in that, it's time to put it all into
practice and to really begin to live for the Lord. And what we've been looking at in the past couple of
weeks have been the exhortations to do that.

And so in verse 32, he said, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as
God and Christ forgave you. Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children. You see how it just continues
on so perfectly there.

Unfortunate chapter break. It shouldn't have happened right here because he speaking about the
tenderheartedness and the and the forgiveness, even as God and Christ forgave us. Then he appeals and
he says, now be imitators of God.

Do what God does in relation to those who have offended you, to those who have hurt you in some way, to
those who have bothered you, imitate God, forgive them. That's what he's saying. Now, the word imitate is
the Greek word from which we get our English word to mimic.
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So to mimic someone, you know, you have to study them to a certain extent. You know, there are people
that have that ability to listen to somebody and to pick up their tone of voice and the inflections in their
voice and they can mimic another person. I admire that ability.

I found that to be quite humorous many times. People who can do that sort of thing or maybe singing, you
know, you'll listen to somebody and you'll try to really get down there, how they sing. You're mimicking
them.

But in order to mimic somebody, you've got to really study them, you've got to analyze them, you've got to
watch them closely, you've got to listen intently so that you can pick up on those things. Now, Paul says,
be imitators of God. If we are going to be imitators of God, we've got to see God, we've got to study him,
not in an academic sort of a way, but we've got to study him in the sense that we observe him, that we
watch him, that we listen closely to what he's saying and see how he acts and responds and all of that.

And, you know, the best way possible to do that is to be studying the scriptures. In the Gospels,
particularly, but all through the Bible, back in the Old Testament, we have plenty of pictures for us. But in
the Gospels, the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, there we have a portrait of God, a living
portrait of God.

Jesus Christ comes into the world as God in the flesh, and he shows us what God is like. John tells us in
his gospel, chapter one, verse 18, that the only begotten son who is in the bosom of the father, he has
revealed the father. He's brought him out into plain sight.

And so as Paul says, be imitators of God, we can only do that if we are observing God, if we're watching
him, if we're studying who he is, if we're intently gazing upon him, focusing upon him, John, when he wrote
his first epistle in reference to the word who has made flesh, he said, he said, our eyes looked upon him,
we gazed upon him and he talks about that intense analyzing of the Lord, just watching him, observing
him. And so that's what we need to do if we want to fulfill the admonition here to be imitators of God as
dear children and walk in love. As Christ also has loved us and given himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling aroma.

So it's all part of the same exhortation, imitate God, God forgives, walk in love as Christ loved us. He left
us the example of love. Love is the supreme thing.

It's the supreme thing. You know, love. Occurs in the Bible three hundred and sixty times just the word
love itself, faith.

Which, of course, has a very high billing in the scripture only occurs two hundred and forty five times in
comparison to love. The Bible is full of. The concept of love, the admonition to love the declaration of
God's love for us, really the supreme message of the Bible is love, the love of God for man and the call of
God to man, to love God in return and to love his fellow man, to love his neighbor as himself.

But yet, even though the scriptures put the highest priority on love, we seem to miss that so often and we
seem to have so many other things in that supreme place, you know, rather than love. This past week, I
was attending a pastor's conference and one of the pastors was sharing on the subject of love and he did
just a tremendous job, both of the sessions I heard him, it was really profound stuff. But one of the things
that he was saying was how he, as a servant of God, been now serving the Lord for over 30 years, how for
most of his ministry, he never really saw love as the vital thing, the essential thing.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 6

But he was saying now that he's, you know, coming maybe closer to the end of his ministry, well, at least
he's, you know, quite a ways through it after 30 years in the ministry, he said now he's beginning to realize
that the things that he used to think were so vitally important aren't really that important. But he finds
himself now realizing. How vital love really is to the whole thing, and, you know, as he was saying this, I
was listening intently and I was identifying with him, I was thinking, you know, isn't it true? And he gave the
illustration of just, you know, starting off each day in prayer and the things you sort of pray for before you
go out the door.

And his point was, I don't really recollect praying. God, help me to love everybody today. That wasn't the
first thing on his mind.

Lord, help me to be so full of love that I just go about loving everyone. Said no, quite often it was
something quite different, and I could really identify with that before I leave in the morning, I'm praying,
God, fill me with power to be your witness and Lord, help me to know your word better. And, you know, all
of these things are good things, but they're not the supreme thing.

They're not the main thing. The main thing is love. And yet so often we overlook it.

And the analogy that he gave that really brought it home to me was he talked about he used a sports
analogy and he talked about the one word that a young, talented athlete does not want to hear. The one
word he does not want to hear is the word teamwork, because he doesn't care about the rest of the team.
That's not the point.

He is the guy with a talent. And what he really cares about is, you know, being the star of the particular
thing that he's involved in. And, you know, it's so true.

It's true. And in that athletic realm, so often you think of somebody like Michael Jordan, the great probably
the greatest basketball player of all time. But in the early stages of his career, Michael was a one man
show and his team didn't really gain prominence until he learned to play as a team player, until he realized
that it wasn't only about Michael Jordan and his ability on the basketball court.

It was about the other four guys out there with him or the, you know, the guy sitting on the bench that we're
going to come in or whatever. He needed to learn to work together with people. And so likewise, we think
of all of the different facets of the Christian life and all of the different aspects of the ministry and all the
things that we want to do in serving God.

And, you know, I want the gifts of the spirit. I want the power of the spirit. I want to know the word.

I want to be able to articulate it. You know, all of these things are good things, but the thing that brings
them all together and makes them really work is love, the thing that we so often overlook. But the point
being this, the scriptures themselves place love at the supreme place, Jesus said in John 1335, he said,
by this shall all men know that you are my disciples if you love one another.

That is to be the chief characteristic of the Christian having love for each other. Paul, the apostle, wrote
and he said the purpose of the commandment, the intention of God giving commandments, the goal of the
whole list of commandments that God gave is love from a pure heart. And genuine faith.

But love comes first, that's the whole purpose of the commandment, he said, and then, of course, going
back to Jesus. You remember when the lawyer came to me, he said, he said, teacher, what is the great
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commandment in the law now with the Jews? Of course, you know, we often think of the commandments
as 10 in number. We do have the 10 commandments, but the Jews being so meticulous, they they divided
the commandments up and they concluded that there were six hundred and thirteen commandments.

The rabbis didn't have anything else to do. So they spent their time doing that kind of thing. So a lawyer
comes and out of the six hundred and thirteen, he says to Jesus, he says, teacher, which is the great
commandment in the law? And Jesus said, this is it.

You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. That's the first and the
great commandment. The second is like it.

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. And so over and over and over again, 360 times in the Bible, 214
times in the New Testament, the word love appears. And of course, primarily it's in the form of an
admonition to love one another or it's speaking of God's love for us or our need to love God.

Now, Jesus, when he was about to. Go to the cross and then, of course, subsequently he would rise from
the dead and then he would ascend back into heaven as he's instructing the disciples. He says to them, a
new commandment, I give you.

That you love one another. Now, the commandment to love was as old as Moses, at least. But yet Jesus
said a new commandment, I give you that you love one another.

But then he added something that made it new. And this is was this is what the new element was. He says
a new commandment.

I give to you that you love one another as I have loved you. You see, there was confusion about what does
it mean practically to love my neighbor? And you remember that there would be occasions when people
would come to Jesus and they would ask questions that sort of indicated the confusion that existed. When
Jesus said the great commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself, somebody responded and said,
well, who's my neighbor then? And then Jesus went on to tell what we know as the parable of the Good
Samaritan, showing that anybody who's in trouble is actually your neighbor and showing what love really
was to really reach out and minister.

But Jesus says. This is the new commandment that you love one another as I loved you, and then he went
on to say, greater love has no man than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends. And so Paul here in
Ephesians five to he's admonishing us to walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us.

So a demonstration of love. Would be in giving of oneself for others. Now, I thought it would be really good
to get a just once again, a fresh reminder of what this love is that's being spoken of here.

And in First Corinthians 13, we have the inspired definition. Now, the Greek word for love, as many of you
know already, the love that's commonly used in the New Testament is agape or agape. There's another
word, phileo, and those are the two words that are used most frequently in the scriptures for love.

And there's a lot of debate over just what the origin of these words are, particularly, particularly agape and
the distinction between the two words. Some say, well, there wasn't really much of a distinction at all, and
sometimes they're used interchangeably. Others say, oh, no, there was a definite distinction.
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The word agape, which is used very frequently in the New Testament, wasn't that popular of a word in
Greek, although it was a Greek word. Of course, it wasn't used all that often. Phileo was used much more
often and then a few other words.

And it would seem that what happened is that the spirit of God prompted the biblical writers and the early
Christians to take this word that wasn't really used so frequently among the Greeks and to sort of adopt it
and to bring it into God's own terminology and then to give definition to it. And here in First Corinthians 13,
what Paul does is he takes this word, this Greek word, and he gives a definition for it. You would not find
this definition given if you looked up the word agape in an ancient Greek dictionary.

This is not the definition that would have been given. But the implication behind the word is that it's a love
that gives. It's a giving love contrasted with the other some of the other loves that focus more on getting.

The word Eros is a word that is sometimes translated love, but yet it speaks. Of. Love.

Because I get something out of the object that I love. I derive some sort of pleasure from it or some sort of
satisfaction from it, therefore, I love it. I love it for what it does for me.

Now, that's not the kind of love that we're talking about here. That's not the kind of love that God
demonstrated toward the world. John 316.

God, soul of the world is the Greek word agape. But it wasn't that in God loving the world, it was giving
God any pleasure. God's loving a world that's in rebellion to him.

And so it's not a love that that gives because it gets. It's a love that gives because it simply desires to give.
Out of its own reasons, and so here in the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians.

The Apostle Paul gives us, as I said, the definition of this word, and I just like to read it. I know you're
probably familiar with it, but sometimes just reading something over again can really just itself speak
volumes to us. So he says, well, actually, in the context, he's talking to Christians, the Corinthian
Christians who.

They've got all kinds of activity going on in their midst, but they're missing out on the most important thing.
And, you know, they were kind of divided up. They're in the community between different Christian
teachers and they had sort of split up into factions, and there were those that were they were staunch
disciples of Paul, and there were others who were saying, no way, man, I'm not into Paul.

I'm into a Paulist. He's he's brilliant. He is.

Oh, he's so articulate. He's like a Greek philosopher. He's he's unreal.

Paul, you know, he's he's not all that great. And others were no, no way, man. I'm into Peter.

Peter was Peter was with Jesus. Peter was one of the first apostles. That's who I'm into.

Forget Paul and Apollos. And others were like, hey, forget all three of them, man. I'm into Jesus.

You know, that's where they were. Paul talks about it in the early part of the first Corinthians. And, you
know, so they were going through this and then they had all of this immorality going on in the church.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 9

There was somebody living with his stepmother, presumably having relations with her. And Paul says, you
guys are doing things that even the Gentiles are sickened by. And then they were bickering with one
another.

They were fighting each other. They were suing each other. They were taking each other to court.

They were coming together for a love feast, the Lord's Supper, and some people were poor and they didn't
really have much and they were refusing to give them anything at the meal. They were getting drunk and
all kinds of really pathetic things were going on there. And then when it came to the gifts of the spirit, they
were all excited about the gifts of the spirit.

That's what they wanted. They wanted the gifts of the spirit. They wanted to prophesy.

They wanted to speak in tongues and all of these things. And they really thought those more
demonstrative gifts were they were, you know, the most important. So tongues, they emphasize tongues.

So as we come to the end of Chapter 12. Paul says. But earnestly desire the best gifts, gifts are good.

But yet I show you a more excellent way. So the more excellent way is what he's going to describe now
and listen to what he says, though I speak with the tongues of men. And of angels, but do not have love.

I've become a sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains
that have not love, I am nothing. You see, these are the things these are the things that so often we think,
oh, if I could just, you know, speak, I could speak with the tongues of men and of angels.

Oh, how great that would be. Oh, God, empower me to do that. Well, that's good.

But if I have not love, I'm just a sounding brass or clanging cymbal. Oh, that I could prophesy all that I
knew, all the mysteries of the scripture. And I could stand and articulate the mysteries of God in a
profound way and impact people.

Oh, that's what I want. Well, that's good. But.

If you don't have love, it doesn't matter, oh, Lord, that I could have more faith that I could say to this
mountain, be cast into the sea, that'd be great. But if I have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all
my goods to feed the poor and though I give my body to be burned.

But have not love that profits me nothing. And now we come to Paul's definition. Love, Agape.

Listen, suffers long and is kind. Love does not envy. Love does not parade itself, is not puffed up.

Love does not behave rudely, does not seek its own. Is not provoked, thinks no evil, does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.

Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail. Whether there are tongues, they will
cease.

Whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when
that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.
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When I was a child, I spoke as a child. I understood as a child. I thought as a child.

But when I became a man, I put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to
face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I am also known.

And now abide faith, hope and love these three. But the greatest of these is love. Amazing.

Faith. I mean, what a faith, incredible, awesome thing. You've got to have faith to be saved.

But Paul says here faith as glorious and as important and as vital and everything else at it as it is. I don't
want to take away from that. He says, but love is greater than these things.

And so this is the supreme thing. This is the thing that God is wanting to see worked in our lives. Now,
where do we begin to manifest this? Well, Jesus said, remember, if you love one another, it starts right in
our midst as God's people.

This is where we have to really put this stuff into practice. Now, you would think that that would be easy,
wouldn't you? I mean, after all, we're all Christians. We're all nice, sweet, loving people.

What's the problem? We should have no problem with this. Well, the problem is simply we don't always
walk the way we ought to walk, do we? And because we don't always walk as we ought to walk as
Christians, we really do need to love one another. Now, it's easy.

I have no problem loving lovely people. I don't have the least problem at all. I don't even need the
admonition to do it.

It just comes natural. So it's the unlovely people that I really need the prodding from the Lord to be loving
to. But you see, Jesus said this is what would distinguish us from the rest of the world.

You remember he was talking about love and he said, now, what big deal is it if you love those who love
you? Unbelievers do that. Anybody can do that. Or what's the big deal if you reach out to those that you
like? Unbelievers do that, too, and greeting those that, you know, unbelievers do that.

He says, no, you need to be different. You need to go further. And it was in that context that he gave the
exhortation, go the extra mile.

But here among the people of God, this is where we ought to have an atmosphere of love. Unbelievers
ought to be able to walk in here and just be melted. By the very presence of love that they could just sense
love among us now, that's the atmosphere that God wants to create among us.

But in order for that atmosphere to exist, we've got to get those things out of the way that often hinder us
from loving. And that's where we go back into the context there. Remember, the imitators of God is dear
children forgive one another, let go of things.

You know, I. I hate to spoil it for some of you that are maybe new to the church or maybe a new believer,
but, you know. There's far too much animosity among Christians, there's far too much division and dislike
and those kinds of things. Now, if you haven't experienced that yet, thank God.

And let's just hope and pray that you don't have to. But, you know, it's a sad, sad thing that that we do
experience that it shouldn't be that way. There should be an atmosphere of love.
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We we need to be loving one another. And we've got to really be on our guard against those things that
will come in and try to rob us of that love for each other. You know, we all have our ups and our downs, we
all have our good days and our bad days, we all have good moods and bad moods.

That's why we have to walk in love toward each other. Because there's always going to be someone who's
not in the spirit. And when they're not in the spirit, if we get out of the spirit and want to act like them, then
we've got a problem that develops.

So we've got to do our best to be walking in the spirit. And when we find those times when we're not
walking in the spirit, when we're in the flesh, as we say, we're having a bad day, we're in a bad mood,
we're saying mean things. I never do any of that.

But you guys probably do. Well, at least since Monday, I haven't done it. It's always when I'm getting ready
to come and teach, you know, and then I'll say something that I shouldn't have said.

And then I'm you know, I'm having to repent all the way to the pulpit and call Cheryl when I get here and
say, oh, please. But, you know, we have those things. I like to chalk it up to my blood sugar levels.

You know, I I didn't need something and that's why I'm the way I am. But I don't know what it is. I guess it's
it's just the flesh.

And when I am in a place like that, I've got to repent and part of love is to be able to admit that I'm wrong
and to come and to say, please forgive me. I'm sorry. This behavior is unacceptable.

Those things I said I should not have said. And please forgive me. And I'm going to ask God to help me
not to do that again.

You see, we've got to do that. And then, of course, when we do that kind of a confession, then we need to
on the other end, we need to forgive. We need to say, I accept that.

That's fine. Now we say, but wait a second. I've already forgiven you.

A few times this week. And what do you mean you want me to forgive you again? Well, remember, Jesus
said they had to do it four hundred and ninety times. So until you reach that 70 times seven, he said,
because remember when Peter thought, Lord, should I forgive my brother seven times? Peter said no.

Or Jesus said, no, Peter, not seven. Seventy times seven. He didn't mean, you know, literally four hundred
and ninety.

He meant that you just you just keep forgiving when someone comes in an attitude of repentance, but
walking in love. Now, like I said, this is to be the atmosphere that God wants to see develop among his
people. That we're loving each other, that we're not taking into consideration the faults.

And, you know, Peter says in his epistle, he says love covers a multitude of sins. Oh, that really says a lot
to me. That speaks volumes because it's other people's sins that tempt me not to love them.

Isn't that true? That's what happens. I don't want to love that person because of what they did. But love
covers a multitude of sins.
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I just I'm just going to look past it. I'm not going to get bogged down with it. And but how can I do that?
Well, I can do that because that's what God does for me.

And if I just remember that, that's what God does for me every single day, he overlooks a multitude of sins
in my life. And so that's why the apostle says, be an imitator of God. And as God has forgiven us in Christ,
you see, God forgave us for the sake of Jesus Christ.

And that's. The basis upon which we forgive one another because of what Jesus did, we forgive one
another, but that's to be the atmosphere that we live in as the people of God, but then the love of God is to
extend beyond our own. Group are our fellowship is to extend out to the people outside and we're living in
a world that is anything but loving, aren't we? The world is very hostile, very antagonistic.

There's tremendous hostility that exists out in society. You see, everybody's uptight. Everybody's angry.

You see it on the road. You see it, you know, when you're out shopping, you see it sometimes just, you
know, living next door to somebody and they want to turn up their radio and it's driving you crazy and you
want to tell them what a bad neighbor they are. And pretty soon there's a feud going on.

And this is life. This is just the way it is. But again, that's where God wants to take and spread his love out.

And through that love. He wants to convict people and he wants to draw people to himself, and so the love
is to go beyond our borders to those outside. And then Jesus went to the extreme of saying that we were
actually to love our enemies.

Now, this is a hard one. Love our enemies. Lord, how can we do that? Well, this is how we do it practically.

How to do it, you know, how to find the strength to do it, we'll talk about that in a second. But here's how to
love your enemy. It's not just simply saying, oh, yeah, I love that guy.

I hate him really, but I love him. You know, he's he's really my enemy, but I love him because God said I
had to. This is how to love your enemy.

Practically, Jesus said this. He said, bless those who curse you. Now, when somebody curses me, you
know what I want to do, just what you want to do, I want to curse them back.

That's what I want to do. That's what my human nature says to respond with. But remember, as a
Christian, you have a new nature.

God has given you a new nature, you're a partaker of the divine nature, so you have the old nature that's
there wanting to react in a negative way. But as you obey the spirit, walk in the spirit, you have victory over
the old nature and you do what God wants you to do. You bless those who curse you.

Then Jesus said, do good to those who hate you. Do good to them, whatever that means. However, it
practically works out in the situation that you find yourself in.

You know, sometimes on the job there there might be somebody there that just they just develop a hatred
for you. Satan will do that sort of thing. He'll take an unbeliever and just put a hatred in their heart for you
because you're a Christian and he'll try to use that person just to get at you, try to break down your
witness, just kneel you drive you crazy.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 13

How do you deal with a person like that? Well, Jesus said, do good to those who hate you. And Paul, in
writing to the Romans and subsequently to us, he said, remember that vengeance belongs to the Lord. So
if your enemy is hungry, feed him.

If he's thirsty, give him something to drink. Just what Jesus said here, do good to those who hate you. And
then he said, pray for those who use you and persecute you.

Pray for your persecutors. Cheryl's read a lot of the books by a man named Richard Wormbrant, and she's
told me many of the stories. He was a Romanian Jew.

Who was persecuted greatly by the communist, he was imprisoned, and the interesting thing that occurred
over the years that he spent in prison is that he would often find that his persecutors would fall out of favor
with the party and end up in prison with him. And he had the opportunity over and over again to lead
people to Christ who had formerly persecuted him, who had beaten him, who had abused him severely.
But yet he prayed for his persecutors and he had the incredible privilege of leading many of them to the
Lord when they were then.

In a situation where they were no longer. In favor now, you know, think about this right now, the current
situation in our country, particularly. Is that we as a nation have been attacked by terrorists and that has
brought Islam as a religion to the forefront.

And there's a lot of discussion, a lot of debate going on about all of this stuff, and there's a lot of hostility.
And the hostility is understandable from a human standpoint and from a national standpoint and national
security and all of those kinds of things. But.

We have to remember. That we are Christians. Before we're Americans.

And that Muslims are people. Who don't know Christ. And even though they're persecuting Christians,
what are we supposed to do, are we supposed to hate them, are we supposed to attack them in return?
Jesus said, we're supposed to pray for those who persecute us, these are the people that we're supposed
to reach out to in love.

These are the people that we need to have a heart for. These are the people we need to have a burden
for. These are the people that we need to say, Lord, not.

Blow these people up, nuke these people, God, but Lord, save these people, these people are lost, these
people are blind, they're persecuting Christians. But you know what? The guy who wrote this letter we're
reading tonight, he was persecuting Christians, too. Remember, he was going from city to city, arresting
them and having them tried and executed.

But he became the greatest advocate of the Christian faith in all of history. So we have to be careful, it's
easy to get caught up in the furor of the whole, you know, thing that's going on around us. And it's easy to
get our patriotic hat out and, you know, Yankee Doodle Dandy, we got to go, you know, kill the enemy.

And I'm not putting down what we're doing as a country. I agree with the decisions that were made. And,
you know, there are a lot of issues here, but I'm talking about me as a person, talking about you as a
person.
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I'm talking about us as Christian people. Because I'll tell you what, no Muslim will ever come to faith in
Jesus. If we feel about them the way they feel about us.

They will come to faith in Jesus, though, if we show them that our God is greater than ours, than theirs,
because we can love them even though they hate us. And there have been. Many that have been won
over that way, but that's the way to win them over.

And so whether it be that sort of thing that we're facing as a people and as a church today, or it be the, you
know, the situations that we deal with on a daily basis, people we work with, our next door neighbors,
family members, in some cases, or somebody in the church. Because, unfortunately, those things happen,
it is our responsibility to walk in love. Now, here's the big question.

How in the world do we do this? Well, apart from the power of God, we cannot do it. We cannot do it. But
remember what Paul said to the Colossians, Christ in you is the hope of glory.

And Christ in us is the power to love as well. You see, it's Christ in us. So as we listen to these words
tonight and as we see that this is a very tall order and we might be sinking down in our seats and saying,
oh, God, I'm such a failure and Lord, I just don't have it in me to do this.

You know what? You're right about that. You don't naturally have it in you to do this. But remember that
you have a new nature, that there's something supernatural that's happened in your life.

And as you call upon God, as you depend upon the Lord, God will give you the grace to do this. He will do
this through your life. Do you remember the story of the men who went down to minister to the Indians in
South America? Jim Elliott is the most well-known of that band of men.

They were there, they were called by God to go and to take the gospel to this vicious tribe of people, and
they spent several months in preparation and they were there and they went and they dropped off gifts for
them and, you know, all in preparation to meet these people and to come and show more friendly. We
care about you. We want to tell you the good news.

And the appointed day came when they landed their aircraft and those missionaries, there they were.
Face to face with these men that they had wanted to meet and minister to, and suddenly they turned on
them and they began to attack them. And they killed every one of them.

But the interesting thing about that was the missionaries had. Weapons, they had rifles. The native, the
tribesmen, they had only spears, bows and arrows.

Had they pulled out the rifles they had and began to shoot and kill the natives, they could have avoided
their own death. They could have stopped that immediately. But they had made a decision.

Prior to that, even if they were attacked, they would not fight back because in doing so, they felt that that
would destroy the witness of Jesus Christ and the love of God to these people. So instead, they all died
that day. But here's the amazing thing about that story.

Their wives and sisters went in to those people and they led the entire tribe to Jesus Christ. The men that
murdered their husbands and family members, the very men that thrust the spear or shot the arrow, those
very men came to know the Lord Jesus Christ as their savior. And that tribe of people still today is a
predominantly Christian group of people because of what these women did.
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Going back in and in love and mercy and forgiveness, overlooking the sin of killing their loved ones and
bringing the gospel to them. The whole tribe has been saved. What a glorious testimony.

How could they do that? They could only do it through the power of God. And we can only do this through
the power of God. And so let us seek the Lord.

Let us ask the Lord to help us if you're struggling in this area, if there's somebody that you feel like, oh, I
just can't stand to see that person. That's not the way God would have you. To be in regard to that person,
God would have you to just be free from that and to be able to be kind, to be able to be loving, don't have
to become their best friend.

That's not what God is saying. But that we would have in our hearts an attitude of benevolence toward
them and an attitude of goodwill and that we would hope and pray and do everything we could. To see
them maybe get right with God, so God help us.

To imitate him. As dear children. He's left us the example in Christ, giving himself for us, so let's give
ourselves for one another.

Let's pray, Lord, we do pray that you would help us, Lord. This is something that is really, as you know,
perfectly well beyond our ability as sinners. But Lord, we're not just sinners, we're now saved sinners.

And we're indwelt by the Holy Spirit. And so, Lord, since we're indwelt by the spirit, help us to live in the
spirit and walk in the spirit and help us, Lord, to be victorious over the flesh and over. Hatred, bitterness,
animosity, all of those things, Lord, may we like you.

Who said. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they're doing when they were crucifying you, Lord,
may we be like you in that area. Help us, Lord, to walk in love.

In Jesus name, amen. Let's stand. Perhaps you need some prayer tonight.

The men are up front here. They would love to pray with you. And may God bless and may he fill us with
his spirit and may we may we love one another for sure.

And may we love those outside as well. And through that, may we. Demonstrate to a loveless world.

The truth of the loving God, God bless. Love is amazing, steady and unchanging, love is a mountain
beneath my feet, love is a mystery, you gently lift me when I am surrounded, when life carries me.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/11/SID11666.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/brian-brodersen/ephesians-walking-in-love/
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