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Faith That Does Not Waver
by Brian Long

This sermon emphasizes the importance of unwavering faith in God, using examples from the Bible to illustrate

how faith pleases the Lord. It highlights the need to focus on God, be actively obedient, seek intimacy with Him,

maintain tenacity in prayer, and rely on the promises found in His word.

Scripture: Hebrews 11:6, Matthew 8:10, Mark 6:6, James 1:6, Romans 4:20, Psalms 41:1, Isaiah 65:24, John 11:4,
Philippians 4:13

Topics: "Unwavering Faith", "Intimacy with God"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of unwavering faith in God, using examples from the Bible to
illustrate how faith pleases the Lord. It highlights the need to focus on God, be actively obedient, seek
intimacy with Him, maintain tenacity in prayer, and rely on the promises found in His word.

Transcript

I'm not that old, but I'm so old-fashioned, and I guess I'm simple-minded too, but that's, you know, God
uses us in our differences. So I thank God for brothers that can do this technology, and I do. I thank God
for Jeremy Strang.

He just approached me one day and asked if he could put that website together, and I said, if it'll glorify the
Lord, do it, and so he's done it, and I am grateful for him, and thank you for that. I know Paul is very gifted
in that as well, and God uses that. He really does for his glory.

Some of us still have this old yellow paper that we write on. So okay, good to see you again this afternoon
and new faces that have come in. I praise God that you're here.

Most of you are familiar with what the Scripture says in Hebrews 11, verse 6. But without faith, it is
impossible to please God. It is impossible to please God, no matter what you do, no matter what you say.
Without faith, it is impossible to please God.

So what do you think really does please the Lord when He finds a people that believe Him, that trust Him,
that take Him at His word? There's only two places that I'm aware of in Scripture where there's reference
to our Lord Jesus Christ marveling, marveling. That's to be astonished, to be amazed. What would ever
cause the Lord Jesus Christ to marvel? There's two places in Scripture.
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One of them is in Matthew chapter 8. These aren't our main text this afternoon, but I want you to see
something leading up to that. In Matthew chapter 8, this is the Roman centurion, and you remember he
came to the Lord Jesus and he said to Jesus, Lord, my servant lies at home sick of the palsy, grievously
tormented. And Jesus said unto him, I will come and heal him.

And he said, Lord, I'm not even worthy for you to come under my roof, just speak the word and my servant
shall be healed. And the Bible says in verse 10 of Matthew chapter 8, when Jesus heard it, he marveled,
he marveled. And he said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no,
not in Israel.

It so delights the heart of God when his people believe him, take him at his word and trust him so much so
that he marveled. Now where's the other place in the Scripture in reference to Jesus marveling? There we
go to Mark chapter 6. Mark chapter 6 and verse 4. Jesus said unto them, a prophet is not without honor,
but in his own country and among his own kin and in his own house. And he could there do no mighty
work, save that he laid his hands on a few sick folk and healed them.

And he marveled because of their unbelief. And he went around about the villages teaching. Think of that
in Matthew.

He's marveling over a man's faith in Mark. He's marveling over the unbelief of people who have witnessed
him, seen him in flesh and blood, seen what he has done. And still they do not believe.

And I think one of the saddest scriptures in the Bible is that he could not do many mighty works there
because of their unbelief. God forbid that when you and I stand before the judgment seat of Christ, and we
will, we must all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. God forbid that we are shown all these great and
precious promises that we could have had, but we never believed that written across our life.

As he could not do many mighty works, he did not do many mighty works there or with him or with her or
with them or with that church because of this reason, only unbelief. Charles Spurgeon said to doubt the
Lord Jesus Christ is to crown his head with thorns of the sharpest kind. It is an insult to God who is
absolutely faithful 100 percent of the time.

Never has God ever broke a promise. God cannot lie. He is faithful and true through and through.

And for us to doubt him, for us to not believe his word is to crown his head with thorns of the sharpest kind
is to grieve him. He said to those children of Israel, how long will this people provoke me? How long before
they believe me after all the works that I've done among them? God is looking for a people who will trust
him in these days, who will actually read this book and believe it and obey it. I want to talk to you about
faith, but specifically, I want to speak to you this afternoon about unwavering faith, having a faith that does
not waver.

And we'll begin in James chapter one. James chapter one, we'll start in verse five. If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be given him.

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind
and tossed for let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. A double minded man is
unstable in all of his ways. Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, unwavering, unshakable faith.
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And God is calling for this kind of faith in the context of prayer here. Let him ask of God. So he's he's he's
saying, let us pray with unwavering, unshakable faith.

Don't be double minded like a drunken man staggering to and fro. Yeah, I trust him. No, I don't know about
that.

Yeah, I believe it. No, I don't know. A single eye.

God, you are faithful. Lord, you have spoken. I believe you unwavering, unshakable faith.

Now, turn, if you will, to Romans chapter four, where we see the example of a man who had this kind of
faith that God is looking for. Romans chapter four. Oh, the faith of Abraham, beginning in verse 16.

Therefore, it is a faith that it might be by grace to the end, the promise might be sure to all the seed, not to
that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all as
it is written. I've made the father of many nations before him whom he believed, even God, who
quickeneth the dead and call it those things which be not as though they were who against hope believed
in hope that he might become the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken. So shall thy
seed be.

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead when he was about a hundred
years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb. He staggered not at the promise of God through
unbelief. Look at that.

He staggered not. That means he didn't waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in
faith, giving glory to God and being fully persuaded that what he had promised he was also able to
perform. And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness, unshakable faith of Abraham.

This is what God is looking for. Brothers and sisters, we're facing dark days. And I believe one hundred
percent that I've heard from the Lord and God and many of you have as well.

God wants to do a mighty, mighty work in our day. But I constantly hear those words of the Lord Jesus in
my mind and heart. When the son of man comes, shall he find faith on the earth? He must find a people
who believe him, who really take him at his word and believe.

Yes, the days are dark. Yes, the hour is critical. But they have always been that way before revival, before
a mighty move of God.

Ian Paisley used to say, yes, it's true that that the days are going to are getting worse and worse, but that
doesn't mean God's getting weaker and weaker. God is omnipotent, he's almighty. Nothing is impossible
with our God and we dare not limit him through unbelief.

So we need unshakable faith. Now, again, I'm a simple man and I want to give you a simple some simple
points, but they're profound truths from the word of God. How many letters are in faith? Five, F-A-I-T-H,
and I want to give you this acrostic, so I'll give it to you up front and then we'll look at each one.

F, focus. Faith has a focus and we're going to talk about the focus of faith. A, active obedience.

Faith without works is dead. Active obedience. I, intimacy with God.
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It's not knowing just about God, if all you have is head knowledge, you will not make it in the coming
storm. It's knowing God. Nothing can replace a personal relationship, walking with God as Enoch walked
with God.

Intimacy. F, focus. A, active obedience.

I, intimacy. T, tenacity, tenacious. Faith is tenacious.

It lets lays hold of God in prayer, lays hold of the word of God, lays hold of the hymn of his garment, will
not let go. Faith is tenacious. And H, we could say hope, but I want to say hearing.

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. And specifically, we'll see today the promise of
God. He staggered not at the promise of God, but was strong in faith, strong in faith.

So, first of all, the focus of faith, something we see over and over again throughout scripture and
especially here in this passage in Romans four, all through the 11th chapter of Hebrews, is that God is
constantly bringing his people into direct contact with human impossibility, face to face with what is
absolutely impossible in the flesh. God is doing that. The truth is our entire Christian life, this whole walk of
faith consists of having obstacles that stand in the way, many of them absolute human impossibilities.

I have had people tell me we were praying for one man in a town where I lived and I had two people say
that man will never get saved. One guy said, you're wasting your time with Leon Alts. But the church
started praying and the church believed.

And I'll need to tell that story another time, perhaps in detail. But God got a hold of a hard bully of a man
and he broke him to pieces and he saved him. And that man became one of the most glorious, wonderful
testimonies in all of the community.

It was amazing what God had done. So what I'm saying is what looks impossible to man is not impossible
with God. So he brings us face to face with impossibilities here in our text.

Abraham and Sarah were facing the impossibility of having a child, a hundred year old man and his wife,
almost the same impossible for them to have a baby. But God said it and God calls the things that are not
as though they were. That's the human impossibility.

Here's the faith. You find a man that didn't stagger at the promise. Once he got the word of God, he laid
hold of it in faith and he would not waver.

Praise be to God. Now, faith has a focus. And what is the focus of faith? The focus of faith.

First of all, what is it to focus? Let's think about use the example of a photographer. He takes that camera.
He finds the object of what he wants to take a photograph of and he zeros in on it.

He's focusing the lens. There's a verse in Isaiah 40 that says, behold, your God. Behold, that's John the
Baptist said of the Lord Jesus.

Behold, the Lamb of God. That's not a passive glance. Oh, look.

No, it's look intently gaze upon. Behold, focus. What is the focus of faith? The focus of faith is God himself.
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The character of God, the nature of God, God, God is faithful. Our God is absolutely faithful, absolutely
faithful all the time. He says, the Lord, your God does not change.

Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever. And so faith focuses upon God, focuses upon his
faithfulness, beholds him, fixes our eyes upon him. You and I will never have strong faith, great faith by
looking to ourselves.

You can't do it. As long as you look at yourself, you'll be in despair, depressed. It doesn't come from there
and see anything valuable in the kingdom of God.

Satan has a counterfeit for. So you have the word of faith, faith movement that came in as if there's this
faith in faith or faith in your words. So I'm looking to my words.

Am I saying the right thing? Am I saying it enough? Who am I looking at? Yourself, and you'll never have
faith, unshakable faith like that. The only way to have a faith that does not waver is looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith. The only way.

So faith has the focus and the focus of faith is God. Now you see, that's the difference. There are some
that would say, no, you just got to confess it.

You have a sick child. You say he's not sick. He's not sick.

No, Jesus never rebuked anybody for coming to him and say, my child is sick. We got to be honest. We
look at the circumstance, but we don't gaze upon it.

We acknowledge, yes, he's sick. But Lord, I look to you. Yes, it's dark and we in this world is wicked right
now.

But Lord, God of revival. Yes, this looks like a hard case. We've been praying for him for 50 years and his
heart still seems hard as stone.

But Lord, you see, we look at the circumstance, but we don't focus there. We gaze upon Christ. We gaze
upon the faithfulness of God, just like Peter got out of the boat and fixed his eyes on Jesus and the Lord
miraculously carried him over, lifted him up and carried him across that water as he walked across water.

He defied the law of gravity. And I tell you, with our eyes upon Christ, sin and death longing to pull us
down the world longing to swallow us up, the powers of darkness longing to sink you. Keep your eyes on
Christ and you will have unshakable faith.

You will walk and defy that law of sin and death because it's God and his grace that carries us. It's the
power of the Holy Spirit. But we must be looking unto Jesus.

Faith has a focus and the focus of faith is Christ. What kind of photographer turns the lens around to take
a picture of himself? Well, there's a lot of them doing that today. There's plenty of selfies, there's plenty of
selfie Christians to look at me, look at me, look at me.

No, look away. Look to Jesus. The only way to have unshakable faith.

Now, we move to a. Active obedience, active obedience, James again says faith without works is dead.
Faith without works is dead, faith, obedience follows faith like the cart follows the horse, this faith and
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works is something God has joined together and let no man put asunder. When God puts man and woman
together, husband and wife, he says, let nothing separate.

You cannot separate faith and works. We're not saved by works. We're saved by grace through faith.

But saving faith works, saving faith, works, saving faith over. Why do you call me Lord? Lord, Jesus said,
and do not the things that I say. You cannot call him Lord and say there's two words that don't go together.

No, Lord, if you say no to him, he's not your Lord. And if you say, Lord, you cannot say no. When he gives
you his word, his commandment, it's yes, Lord.

Yes, Lord, I will trust you and obey. Yes, Lord. Obedience always follows faith.

You cannot separate the two. If you believe God, you will obey God. If you love God, you will obey God.

Now look at our example, Abraham, Genesis chapter 12. God calls this man to, you know, sometimes we
read past these things too fast because we know the rest of the story. Imagine being Abraham and Sarah.

Let me read it to you. Imagine being Abraham and Sarah and hearing this from the Lord. Genesis chapter
12.

The Lord calls Abraham to Lee, he says. Now, the Lord had said unto Abram, get thee out of thy country,
leave your country. Where are we going? He didn't say that.

Leave your country and from thy kindred. That's your family. Everybody, you know.

And from thy father's house. Unto a land that I will show you, he didn't know where he was going. He didn't
know how long he would be there.

He had none of the details. He had the word of God and he trusted in the character of God. Can you
imagine? I want you to pack up right now.

Leave your leave your all your relatives, leave the only country you've ever known. And you're going to go
to a place that I will show you. And what was this man's response? Verse four.

So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken unto him. Faith that does not waver obeys God and leaves all
the consequences to him. It's not essential that I have all the answers.

It is essential that I obey what I know. I'm not as disturbed anymore by not being able to explain all of the
Bible because I'm more burdened about believing and obeying what I do know. And I believe this book
cover to cover.

I believe it's the word of God, absolutely the word of God, inspired, infallible. And I believe it. Can I explain
every part of it? No, but I believe him and I obey him.

And I know whatever he says he will do, he will do. He is a faithful God, but he calls us to be obedient.
Now, that was hard enough.

Leave your country, go to a land I will show you, not knowing where he would go. But what about fast
forward a few years when he says, Abram, Abraham, I want you to take your son. Your only son, the son
whom you love.
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Take him up on this Mount Moriah and offer him there as a sacrifice, a burnt offering. God has never
desired child sacrifice. We know that from Scripture.

Never did he say it even entered in my mind. But he's testing this man's faith. And he's also painting a
beautiful picture of what he would do with his son one day on a mount called Calvary.

But did Abram understand all of that? No, but did he obey? He got up and he took his son and for three
days they go up this mountain. Can you imagine if it were us? All the questions. Did I really hear from the
Lord all of these things, but this man so trusted God without unwavering faith and his son must have
trusted because he's not just a little boy at this point, lays his son down on the altar.

Son, I have to do this. But the Scripture says Abram had Abraham had such faith in God. He didn't stagger
at the promise.

He believed that even after he killed his son, God would raise him from the dead. And he obeyed to the
point of lifting the knife until God said, Abraham, Abraham. Now, I know.

You fear me, you trust me, and he gave him back. Is there an Isaac in your life that you need to lay down
on the altar that you've not fully trusted the Lord with? It's all of Jesus or none of him. And if you do not
trust him with all, you do not trust him at all.

He is worthy of all of our faith, of absolute surrender and absolute obedience. We can say we believe God
all day long, but if we don't obey his word, we really don't have unwavering faith. There was a famous
tightrope walker, Charles Blondin, and one time he put a rope across Niagara Falls.

And he walked across. It was an absolute amazing feat. But then it got more amazing.

He carries a sack of potatoes across. There was one time he carried a little portable stove and he set it
down on that tightrope above Niagara Falls and he fried him up some eggs. Amazing.

Within the day came, he says. He takes a wheelbarrow and he takes the wheelbarrow with it. I think he
had something heavy in it.

He took it across the rope and everybody cheered. Everybody yelled, you're the greatest. You're the
greatest tightrope walker of them all.

And he says, how many of you believe that I can put a man in this wheelbarrow and take him across to the
other side? And everybody shouted, we believe we believe you can do it. You're the greatest of all. And he
says, all right, who will volunteer? Nobody moved.

Yeah, we believe we believe you can do it, but who will actually get in the wheelbarrow? No one did. Later,
they say there was a man that actually got on his back and Charles walked across the tightrope with this
man on his back and got to the other side. That's faith.

That's believing that the one who's holding you will not drop you. You say you trust Jesus. Do you trust
him so much to know he will not drop me? He will never leave me and he will never forsake me,
regardless of what I see with my eyes.

The Bible says we do not walk by, but we walk by faith. We walk by faith and your obedience, active
obedience. Says whether or not you really trust the Lord.
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But if focus upon the Lord, a actively obey, I intimacy with God, faith that does not waver is rooted and
grounded in knowing God. Listen, the husband who has a godly, faithful wife, trust his wife, why? Because
he knows his wife. Someone could come to him and say something way off about his wife, and he'll know
if that's true or not, because he knows her.

And the wife who has a godly, faithful husband, trust her husband. Why? Because she knows him. And
you trust God, we trust God primarily.

Why? Because we know him. And I'm going to tell you again, if all the knowledge you have of God is up
here, head knowledge, you will not have unwavering faith. You will shake when everything that is shaken,
that can be shaken.

You will shake if all you have is a head knowledge of Christ. If all you have is a head knowledge of the
Bible, and even if you can quote chapter and verse, you know who else can do that? The devil himself.
But he doesn't believe he doesn't repent.

He doesn't obey. Unwavering faith is unwavering because it knows he knows God, she knows God. It's
this personal relationship with God.

You know him. Jesus said this is eternal life, that they might know you, the only true God in Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. I ask you, do you know him? Not just about him, but do you know him? Can you say
I know him? You know, every time I preach and today is no different.

I know that there are brothers and sisters in this room that have far more knowledge than I do. And I
believe there are brothers in here that are walking closer to God than I am. And I respect.

But and especially a place like this, no doubt some of you have incredible knowledge of Bible prophecy
and you've studied in time events and you know this. And that's good. And I commend you.

But can I tell you what should supersede that? Not just studying the Bible to know in time events and Bible
prophecy, something even more critical and important than that. Studying the Bible to know God, to know
the heart of God, to know him intimately, to know him personally, to be on your knees, shut in alone with
God, with this holy word and say, Lord, I'm not studying to prepare a sermon. I'm not studying to puff up
my head.

I'm not studying to try and impress somebody with how much I know. I'm opening this book because I
want you to speak to me. Reveal yourself to me.

Bring me into a closer, intimate relationship with you. Now, did our. Father Abraham have that kind of faith,
intimacy with God? Remember this before God judged Sodom and Gomorrah, he said this.

Shall I hide from Abraham what I'm about to do? Incredible, at least three times in the word of God,
Abraham is called the friend of God. Can God call you his friend? Shall I hide from you? What I'm about to
do. They had a relationship with God, he had a personal walk with God and brothers, this may be the most
important part of the whole acrostic.

Intimacy with God, do you know him? The secret of the Lord is within that fear him. He will show them his
covenant. He will reveal himself to those who seek to know his heart.
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To know his ways, to know him and to walk with him, we got to go beyond head knowledge. To heart
relationship with God, and when you have that, you can have absolute, unwavering, unshakable faith
when everything around you shakes and falls apart. I know whom I have believed, amen, and he will keep
me.

So F.A.I. Now we're at T. Tenacity, tenacious faith is unwavering because it's in that it's tenacious. It will
not let go. Now, look again in our text, verse 20.

Romans chapter four, he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith,
giving glory to God and being fully persuaded that what he had promised he was able also to perform. He
laid hold of God and was absolutely persuaded, fully persuaded that that is, I won't let go of God because
I'm 100 percent sure he's going to give us this child. I won't stagger at this promise because I'm 100
percent fully persuaded what God said he will do.

He will do. How diligent will a fisherman be if he doesn't believe there's any fish in this lake? He's not going
to fish very long. How diligent and persistent will a gold miner be if he's in this dark cave of a tunnel and
he's chipping away? But he doesn't believe there's anything on the other side of that rock.

He's not going to go very long. And a lot of people pray that way. Well, I've prayed and I didn't get an
answer.

So I stopped. You wavered, you wavered because you didn't believe the promise. Ask and you shall
receive, seek and you will find, knock and it will be open.

That's keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking. I'm saying if you have a promise from God,
we're not just praying about nonsense. But once you have a promise and you have a revelation of this is
the will of God, this is going to glorify God.

This is what God says. Therefore, I will pray and not faint, persevere in prayer because, you know. There's
going to be a breakthrough.

They say in those old gold mining days, there'd be gold miners that work their tails off for months on end,
digging a hole in the side of the mountain. They never struck anything and they give up. And then, lo and
behold, someone comes in behind them and starts chipping away at the same claim.

And only a few days later, he had a whole vein of gold. Had the first man only pressed on and they only
had some tenacity to keep going. How many times do we pray but lose heart before the time? God says in
Isaiah that he doesn't cause a woman to go into labor and not intend for her to give birth.

I'm paraphrasing in my own words. Of course, you can read it in Isaiah chapter 65. And neither does God
give a burden to pray for no purpose.

If he's given us a burden to pray for revival, it's his intent to move mightily among his people one more
time. And we can lay hold of him and prevail in prayer, knowing those are labor pains that one day will give
forth a baby. Keep on, keep on pressing on.

Think of that woman with the issue of blood. If I can only but touch the hem of his garment, why was she
so persistent in pushing through the crowd? She was so because she knew he's my only hope. There is
no plan B. There is nowhere else to go.
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There is no one else that has eternal life. There's no one else that can help me. No man can help me.

Nothing can help me but Jesus. And in her tenacity, she pushes through the crowd until she touches the
hem of his garment and she's healed. But if she had said, oh, it's too hard.

And she quits. And perhaps one of my favorites, we could look at the persistent widow, we could look at so
many in the scripture. But I think my favorite of all is that Canaanite woman in Matthew chapter 15.

Look at this with me. If you were at the conference, you saw this, but many of us weren't there. So I want
to show it again.

Matthew chapter 15. Let's take a lesson in faith from this woman on tenacity. Faith is tenacious.

Unwavering faith is absolutely tenacious. Matthew chapter 15, starting in verse 21. Then Jesus went
thence and departed into the coast of Tyre and Sidon.

And behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coast and cried unto him, saying, have mercy on
me, O Lord, thou son of David. My daughter is grievously vexed with the devil. Can you imagine? I have a
daughter and she's demon possessed.

Have mercy upon me, Jesus. Some of us know what it is to have a child go astray. Child, it's not walking
with God and how that tears your heart out.

This woman's daughter was demon possessed, and she knew the only one who had an answer for that
was the Lord Jesus Christ himself. I'm coming to you, Lord. Have mercy upon me.

She's praying. But verse 23 says he answered her, not a word. Now, here's the test.

Do you have unshakable faith that is absolutely tenacious? If you don't and you prayed and he answers
you, not a word, you stop praying. You say, I already prayed about that. I've had people tell me, why do
you pray about that about that again, over and over again? Isn't that a lack of faith? I say, how many times
did Jesus pray in the Garden of Gethsemane? Over the same thing, how many times did the Apostle Paul
pray, Lord, take this storm out of my side? You don't just pray because you didn't hear a word, you stop.

Not if you have faith, not if you believe, really believe that Jesus is your only hope and your only answer.
No, he didn't answer her a word, but she doesn't stop because she's tenacious. Verse 23, he answered
her, not a word.

And his disciples came and besought him, saying, send her away, for she crieth after us. So now now
she's praying. Not only does the Lord not answer her, but now others, the disciples who are supposed to
be followers of the Lord, discourage her from praying.

And they say, send her away, go on, woman. Canaanite woman. And many would say, well, he didn't
answer me and everybody else is telling me I should quit.

So I'll quit. Not if you had to have faith that will not waver. Not if you have tenacious faith.

Verse 24, she's still there. But Jesus answers and says, I'm not sent, but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel. Oh, that's good news.
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But what about for her? It sounds like he's saying. I can't answer you, I'm not sent for you, I'm sorry. That
would surely cause most most of us to quit praying.

And to go about our way, but it won't if you really believe that he is my only savior. And he is my only my
daughter's only hope. There is no doctor.

There is no one else that can help a demon possessed daughter. So what does she do? Verse 25, then
she came and worshiped him. Faith, if you're not going to answer my prayer right now, Lord, whether you
do or not, I worship you because you are God and you are worthy.

Her response was worship. I worship you. But then she still doesn't stop praying.

It says she worshiped him saying, Lord, help me. Help me. You say, I don't know how to pray.

You know how you learn to pray. You get face to face with the desperate need. And you don't need some
long, eloquent, fancy prayer.

Lord, help me. That's prayer. Lord, help me help my daughter.

This is desperation. This is a critical hour. I need you.

Verse 26. But he answered and said, it is not meat to take the children's bread and cast it to dogs. Wow.

What is the Lord doing? She's desperate. You know what he's doing? He's testing a faith, a pure faith that
he knows is there. And he's proving to everyone else around.

Look at what this woman has. She has something that none of you have. Disciples.

She has tenacity. She has real faith because we know that because of what happens next. Verse 27.

And she said, truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master's table. Then Jesus
answered and said unto her, oh, woman, great is thy faith. He must have been overjoyed.

I found someone who believes. And what pleases God? Faith. Great is thy faith.

Be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. T. Tenacious.

You pray and you persevere and you travail because you know God will be faithful to answer. He's faithful
to his word. And now we come to the last one.

H. Hearing, hearing of the word. But specifically, I want to say to you the promise, the promise of God. You
see, faith, it says in Romans 10, 17.

Now, faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God. If we don't have the word of God, then all
we have is presumption. You can pray your presumptive prayers, but not have any assurance.

That's why we've got to be in the book. Brothers and sisters, go back to the word of God, the pure, holy
word of God and say, Lord, what are you saying about my situation? What do you want to say to me? And
you will know when God speaks to you through his word and shines his light on a promise. And God says,
I will.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 12

Then you lay hold, you lay hold of that. You've heard the word. Now you can stand upon it with
unwavering faith.

Maybe one of the times that this came home to me, perhaps greater than any other time in my life leading
up to this time, was when we got a diagnosis on my oldest son. Your son has acute myeloid leukemia.
There's lots of types of leukemia, but this is a serious leukemia, cancer of the blood.

And my wife's heart sunk and my heart sunk. And I remember feeling like feeling I was somebody had
punched me in the stomach when the doctor told me that. And he'd been sick for a long time and we
couldn't figure out why.

And she's hanging on to me and I'm doing all I can just to hold it together while I'm hearing all this news.
Cancer. And my wife saying, I'm so scared, I'm so scared, just and I was too inside, to be honest.

But I remember after everything kind of settled that day, I just kept thinking, I got to get along with you,
God. I've got to get along with you. I've got to get along with you.

And I finally was able to leave and just get in the car, roll the windows up. And I cried out to God in
desperation. Begging him, but then I came to this, I said, Lord, I only know of one of two things you could
be saying.

Either you're saying that you're going to take my son. That he will die, but he will go and be with you as he
knew the Lord. And I said, that's going to be so painful.

And I poured out my heart to him. But I said, if that's what you're going to do, would you give me a
promise? Would you give me a word? Or you want to heal him for your glory here on Earth? And I said,
Lord, you are God and I'm willing to surrender and submit to you whichever you choose. But I won't make
it without a promise.

Would you speak to me, Lord? Would you speak to me? And I cried out and I prayed and crystal clear.
The Lord said to me from John chapter 11, he brought it back to my mind and my heart. But I knew it was
the spirit of God.

I wasn't just pulling it out. He said this sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the son of
God might be glorified thereby. Well, I got that, but my wife still didn't have one.

And she was not so sure. And she was very fearful and having a very difficult time. But all of a sudden,
several days now had passed.

He's getting sicker. He's not getting better. It's getting worse.

And we were asleep one night and she woke me up out of a dead sleep. And she said, Brian, Brian. I said,
what? What is it? She said, what is Psalm 41? What is Psalm 41? I said, I don't know.

She said, I don't either, but I just had a dream. I just had a dream. And the Lord said to me, go read Psalm
41.

So we turn on the lights and we open up the scripture Psalm 41. Blessed is he that considers the poor.
The Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.
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The Lord will preserve him and keep him alive. And he shall be blessed upon the earth. And I will not
deliver him unto the will of his enemies.

The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing. One translation we were reading said he will
strengthen him on his sick bed. That will make all his bed in his sickness.

He will restore him to health is what it means. I said, Lord, be merciful unto me. Heal my soul for I've
sinned against the mine enemy.

Speak evil of me. When shall he die and his name perish? And if he come to see me, he speak of vanity.
His heart gathers iniquity to itself.

When he goes abroad, he tells it. He goes on to say what the enemy wants. The enemy says an evil
disease, say they cleaveth fast unto him.

And now that he lies, he shall rise up no more. But thou, O Lord, be merciful to me and raise me up that I
may requite them. And again, I will raise him up on his sick bed.

I will keep him alive. And we laid hold of it with both hands. Now, was he healed that day? No.

Did it get better the next day? No, it got worse. It got so bad that on his deathbed. But I and this is not to
boast in anything but the Lord.

But I had such assurance in God because he'd given me such grace. And such a promise that the day that
the doctor said, OK, one lung was completely collapsed and it was full of fungus. The other one, he had
about this much that he was living on.

And the specialist all came in St. Jude's Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. They said, you better call every
family member that you want to know now. He's not going to make it.

He's dying before our eyes. And we had painted scriptures, promises all over the windows with window
paint. And I looked up at those promises every day and I looked at him again.

My oldest daughter was with me and we said no. And we hit the well. First, I said to my wife, even if he
dies, I'm so sure God spoke to me.

He'll raise him up right here on this bed. And we hit our knees and we cried out to God for mercy. God, you
gave us a promise.

You gave us a promise. And something happened, brothers and sisters. We didn't see it with the naked
eye.

But we knew, God, you're here and you are faithful. And from that very moment, that very day, little by
little, he started. One specialist came in 30 minutes after that.

They're checking him the whole time, trying to keep him going. And one specialist, listening to his lungs,
looked up at me like that. I said, what is it? He said, there's movement in that lung.

And there was none. That's was his words. Praise God.

Keep praying. So we keep praying. Little by little, I think.
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I don't know if it was the next day or the day after. Luke is just barely able to whisper. He's so weak.

There's hardly anything left. I said, what is it? What is it? I help him up. He's shaking so weak.

I help him up. I said, what is it? What do you want? I want to get dressed. He hadn't had jeans on in how
long? And I helped him get dressed.

I said, what are you going to do? And he's shaking and trembling. And I help him up. Now, you're not
supposed to do this.

They're fear he could die any moment. I said, Luke, I can do all things. I can do all that through Jesus
Christ who strengthens me.

And he got up and we walked down the hall. And one doctor specialist looked and she screamed. I said,
he wants to walk and I'm not stopping him.

And we walked about two weeks later. We walked out of that hospital and one doctor with tears running
down her face said to me and my wife, there is no medical explanation why he is alive and why you are
leaving. Now, that was six years ago.

And he's married and he's strong and he's healthy. And he's running the ranch right now while I'm
preaching. This is me and him.

It was the grace and mercy of God. Brothers and sisters, it's all glory and praise to God. And I say that in
the hardest part about sharing that testimony, as I've shared it before, as others who say.

That wasn't the decision God made for our child, and all I can do is say my heart weeps and breaks. But
you know what? In Christ, we will see him again. But I also can't keep my mouth closed as to what God did
here.

And it's just an example. When God gives you a promise, don't let go. Regardless of what you see, don't
let go.

Faith is tenacious and it can be tenacious because it's standing upon the bedrock of the word of God. You
see, when we're focusing upon God, turn that lens a little bit more and focus a little bit clearer. And what
do you see? The promises of God, the promises of God that are rooted and grounded in the character of
God.

And when you have a word from God, he will not fail you. And that's why we can go through whatever
storm is coming through. That's why we can trust God for revival.

How he's going to do it all, I don't know. But I know God wants to move mightily in this land, in this nation.
There's not a question in my mind that God has spoken.

We must give ourselves to prayer. We must have clean hearts and clean hands. Get serious about turning
from your sin.

Any and every sin, anything that is questionable, get out of your life now. Get it out. Remove it.

Give your heart fully to Christ in absolute surrender and follow him with unshakable, unwavering faith. It
will be worth it all when we see his face. One day this faith will be turned into sight.
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And can you imagine the joy of seeing the Lord Jesus? And when he can say of your life, I did many
mighty works there because you believe me. I did many mighty works in that church because they trusted
me. They believe me.

May it be. May it be so. Let's pray.

Father, we thank you and we praise you with all of our hearts for speaking to us your living word. Oh, God,
won't you raise up a people right here, Lord, right here gathered before you today in London, England,
right here gathered together, Lord, in one accord. Won't you raise up a mighty army right here of humble,
broken people, but people that are so dependent upon you and who believe you and trust your holy and
living word.

Make us unshakable. Make us unwavering in faith. Oh, God, keep let let let let our vision be full of Christ.

Fill our vision, Lord Jesus. Keep our focus upon you, Lord. Help us to be active in obedience.

Whatever he's whatever you say to us, may we do it. May we do it promptly, immediately. And oh, God, I
pray for a deeper intimacy with you, a closer walk, a closer relationship with you, my God.

And I pray that for all of us. And we ask you for that tenacity that will lay hold of you in prayer and not let
go. And father, keep us in your word that we may hear your promises, stand upon them without wavering.

Thank you for the privilege of being here. Bless your people, Lord, and glorify your name in and through
us. Be exalted, Lord Jesus, our king.

We pray. Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/l9T3qw3b5Ig.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/brian-long/faith-that-does-not-waver/
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