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A Frail but Honest Testimony
by Carter Conlon

God takes us in our frailty and sends us to do something that is absolutely impossible, giving us spiritual

authority to take up serpents and scorpions.

Duration: 45:38

Scripture: Exodus 4:2-7, Exodus 4:10-12, Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 1:8, Romans 10:14-15, 1 Corinthians 1:26-29

Topics: "Testimony"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of living for the glory of God and the salvation of
souls. He highlights the simplicity of Christianity and the need for believers to be a voice and a sign to the
unbelievers. The speaker uses the story of Moses as an example of God using ordinary people to
accomplish the impossible. He also discusses the significance of sharing one's testimony in a relatable
and personal way, rather than using fear-based tactics.

Transcript

Thank God, thank God, thank God for the presence of the Holy Spirit. If the Holy Spirit doesn't show up,
it's hardly worth having church. He is the one who quickens the Word of God, gives us the ability to believe
and the desire to go forward.

I want to speak to you today about a frail but honest testimony. I know that some of you are saying, well
Pastor, you're talking about me already. Exodus chapter 4 please, again greeting to all of our visitors.

And we do hope you'll avail yourself of the hospitality that's prepared for you after the service today.
Exodus chapter 4, Father I thank you with all my heart for the touch of your Holy Spirit. I thank you Lord
Jesus for strength, for power.

I thank you that you override our frailty and you speak through us. Give me the ability to speak this word
today and give us the ears to hear it. Let your kingdom come.

Oh Jesus, let your heart be satisfied today. Father, I thank you for this in Jesus' precious name. Amen.

Exodus chapter 4 beginning at verse 1. And Moses answered and said, but behold, they will not believe
me nor hearken to my voice. For they will say, the Lord has not appeared unto thee. And the Lord said
unto him, what is that in thine hand? And he said, a rod.
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And he said, cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground and it became a serpent. And Moses fled
from before it.

And the Lord said unto Moses, put forth thine hand and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand and
caught it and it became a rod in his hand. That they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob has appeared unto thee.

And the Lord said furthermore unto him, put now thine hand in thy bosom. And he put his hand into his
bosom and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. And he said, put thine hand into
thy bosom again.

And he put his hand into his bosom again and plucked it out of his bosom. And behold, it was turned again
as his other flesh. And it shall come to pass if they will not believe thee, nor hearken to the voice of the first
sign, that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.

And it shall come to pass if they will not believe also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, that
thou shalt take the water of the river and pour it upon the dry land. And the water which thou takest out of
the river shall become blood upon the dry land. And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I'm not
eloquent, neither heretofore nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant, but I'm slow of speech and of a
slow tongue.

And the Lord said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? Or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or seeing,
or the blind? Have not I the Lord? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou
shalt say. Incredible story. This is one of the most profound stories I think in the Old Testament of God
taking a man who's past his natural strength.

He no longer has access to the throne of earthly kingdoms. He has no army, no entourage, no power.
Nothing but a commission and a command of God to go into a foreign nation and by the power of God
alone bring out 3 million people that have been held captive for 400 years.

And Moses said to God in verse 1, They will not believe me, nor hearken to my voice. They'll say, The
Lord has not appeared to you. Moses was, as you and I are today, sent by God.

We are sent by God to bring a people out of captivity into what God has both provided and prepared for
them. And we battle the same fears that Moses did. O Lord, I'll go, but how will they believe that you have
spoken to me? How will they believe? How will people believe in this generation? People who are literally
enslaved by the forces and powers around them.

If I go to them and say, God has sent me to bring you out of this captivity and into the freedom of Christ,
how will they believe me? And that's a fear that we all have to fight, isn't it? The sense that if I walk up to a
stranger or a co-worker or somebody in my apartment building and I start telling them about Jesus Christ,
why would they believe me? What would be the reason that they would believe me? And this is what
Moses was saying to God. And this is what you and I have to say sometimes. And this is the very reason
that many people are silent in a season where the Lord wants to bring about a great victory, a great
freedom.

But the dilemma we find is much of the, not all, but much of the Christian church is silent, is quiet. Yes, we
sing our songs in church and we testify freely in our testimony meetings. And these things are good and
wonderful in themselves, but our voices grow strangely silent when it comes to walking among those that
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are in captivity, who are crying out.

There is a cry in this generation. God knows it and God hears it and the Holy Spirit reveals it to the hearts
of those who are seeking Christ. There is a cry, there is a weariness in our society today.

People are starting to not be able to see a way out. They look to deliverers from every quarter, but it just
seems like the dilemmas upon our world and our societies are increasingly abounding. And there doesn't
seem to be anybody with any natural ability to find a solution.

There's a baptism of filth has come upon this generation. It's hard literally to just even watch the news now
or to go down the street. It's as if the whole society has been immersed in filth.

But folks, in spite of it, there's a groaning in many people, a cry for freedom in our generation. And God
takes us in our frailty. He takes us in our nothingness.

He takes us in our ordinariness and sends us to do something that is absolutely impossible. Unless God
chooses to do it through us. And the Lord said to Moses, he said, I'm going to be a voice in you, but the
voice that I'm going to speak will be signs in you.

There'll be signs that follow you. And these signs will be a voice to the unbeliever that I'm actually with
you. Now, of course, I'm taking an Old Testament story and I'm superimposing it to today because the
principles of God remain the same in spite of the fact this was thousands of years ago.

You're going to see something about it that really applies because God called these signs voices. In verse
8, it says, if they'll not believe thee or hearken to the voice of the first sign, they'll believe the voice of the
latter sign. These signs will be a voice.

There will be a statement of God that I am actually with you. And these apply to you and I today as well.
And the Lord said to him, what is in your hand? And he said, a rod.

And he said, cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground and it became a serpent. And Moses fled
from before it.

And the Lord said to Moses, put forth your hand and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand and
caught it and it became a rod in his hand. Verse 5, that they may believe that the Lord God of their fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob has appeared unto you.

What this speaks to me about is the promise that God gives us of authority in prayer. He wants us to pray.
John 16, 23, 24, Jesus said, whatever you ask the father in my name, he will give it to you.

Hitherto have you asked nothing in my name. Ask and you shall receive that your joy might be full. He
wants to answer prayer, but keep in mind, this is prayer that you and I pray according to the will of God.

Now Jesus said in John 3, 16 and 17, it's simply this, the will of God is that none should perish, but all
should come to everlasting life through Jesus Christ. And verse 17 says that the world through him might
be saved. When you and I are moving in that realm, when Moses in a sense in his weakness is moving
towards the release of people who are held in bondage and captivity, that's where God says, I'm going to
give you spiritual authority.
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I'm going to give you power to take up serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy. That
which you used to flee from is now going to flee from you. The only way you can pick up a snake by the
tail, it has to be going the other way, folks.

Immediately as Moses takes that rod of God and throws it on the ground, this thing becomes a serpent.
He's afraid of this serpent. It must have been a poisonous serpent.

And it's a type of the devil himself. And God says to him, now pick it up by the tail because the only way I
can understand this, it's already going the other direction. He has to run after it and catch it by the tail.

And there's an authority comes into the hand of Moses because he's moving to the release of human need
that's suffering under captivity. There's no authority, folks, when our prayers are just focused on our own
needs. That's why Jesus said in Matthew 6, and verse 33, seek first the kingdom of God.

In other words, the advancement of the kingdom of God, that which God is doing in the earth. And we
know the work of God is always and has always been the release of that which he lost because of sin in
the Garden of Eden. So seek first the kingdom of God.

Seek first that which you need to be walking in the footsteps of the one who has called us to represent the
cross and the earth. Seek first the kingdom of God and all these things, clothing, shelter, food, will be
added to you. That's the promise of God.

I've lived through this. I know this is true. As I've begun to seek first the kingdom of God, all these things
have been added.

I remember when my house burned down. I was preaching actually a campaign in eastern Canada and
my house burned to the ground back in, I think it was about 1990 or so, or 89. And I remember coming
home and we had lost absolutely everything.

And I was staying at a friend's house, Pastor Glenn Steven actually who spoke here last week and with my
wife and three children. And I remember going out for a jog in the morning and I said, Lord, according to
your word, I have been and I have sought first the kingdom of God and your righteousness. I've
abandoned my life to the cause of seeing people come to the freedom of Christ.

And your promise to me is that all these things will be added unto me. So I'm not shedding my own hand
to anything. And folks, I saw God literally open heaven.

I wish I had time to tell the whole story, but it was amazing what he did. Amazing how he supplied and
continues to supply as I've made the choice to seek first the kingdom of God, to ask for those things that
are of benefit to eternity that really do manifest the life and the love of God to people who need to find out
that Christ died for them and loves them. The greatest soul winners I've ever known have been people
who've understood this.

I remember Jack West, a great evangelist that used to preach in this pulpit several years ago. He told me
once, he said, the most people I've ever won to Christ is in prayer. He was always looking for
opportunities.

The moment somebody just poured out a complaint or how are things going? Oh, not too good. My kids
are struggling or I'm having, he would always, no matter who it was, he'd say, can I pray for you right now?
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And he said, most often they would bow their heads. I would just maybe put a hand on the shoulder or just
pray for them.

He said, in most cases, I was able to win them to the Lord right at that moment. There's something about
prayer that opens the heart. His focus was about people.

It was about eternity. He was always in the workplace to pray constantly when there's a fellow employee
that's sick or struggling or has issues in their life or at home. And he's always, in spite of the fact that
there's been opposition and even laughter and rejection.

And as he prays, now God's beginning to answer the prayer. And workers are beginning to come now for
prayer on a regular basis. I heard that you're a man of prayer.

Would you pray for me? I remember it was with a fellow pastor one time in a restaurant and we were
sitting there waiting to order a breakfast. And this is probably one of the more intelligent times of prayer
I've ever seen. Young waitress came over and she really, really didn't look like she was doing good.

And he just asked her a question. He said, how's everything going? And the next thing you know, there's
this barrage of wool was poured out upon us as we sat there with our menus at the table. And he said to
her, he said, now listen to me.

I'm going to pray for you right now. He said, now I don't want you to close your eyes. Stand there with your
pen and your pad like you're taking an order and I'm going to pretend I'm reading from the menu.

And he said, I'm going to pray for you. That's probably one of the most intelligent times of prayer I've ever
seen. And we didn't bow our heads.

We sat there like we're ordering. And the manager would have thought we're asking for bacon and eggs
and he said, oh Jesus, would you show this precious young lady how lovely she is in your sight? Would
you show her who you are? Would you reveal to her what you did on Calvary? And as he's looking at her
reading from the menu and it was an intelligent time of prayer and suddenly you can feel the shackles
beginning to break in this young lady's life and you could see her whole countenance change. And I
remember at the end of that meal coming back to the table and just profusely thanking us for the prayer
and the gladness that it brought into her heart.

Remember that God wants to answer these prayers as proof to those in captivity that he's with you. That
was the first evidence. That was the voice.

In other words, God says, I'm going to give you a voice that is proof and that voice is spiritual authority. It's
not just about listing off a bunch of scriptures to somebody who's in trouble. I'd like to pray for you.

Even on the street, I'd like to pray for you right now. And you can ask God for innovative ways to do that.
Some people are embarrassed if they're not saved and you bow your head and start speaking in tongues
suddenly.

Folks, I'm serious about this. You have to use some discretion and wisdom in this. But there's a great
opportunity because God will answer our prayer.

That's what the scripture says. Ask that your joy might be full. That you can walk away and I can walk
away and say, God, you truly do answer prayer.
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That person didn't know what they were going to do and I prayed and now they've come back to me and
said, it's a miracle what God has done. And it's an evidence that God wants to present, that Christ himself
wants to present through his church. Now secondly, in verse six, he said, the Lord said furthermore unto
him, put your hand into your bosom and he put his hand into his bosom and when he took it out, his hand
was as leprous as snow and he said, put your hand into your bosom again and he put his hand into his
bosom again and plucked it out of his bosom and behold, it was turned again as his other flesh and it shall
come to pass, this is God speaking out of Moses, if they will not believe you, neither hearken to the voice
of the first sign, they will believe the voice of the latter sign.

It's just simply the word of your testimony. Only God has the power to take the issues of our heart, the
rottenness as I might call it, the corruption of our inner nature and change it and make it into something
else. That was the sign in a sense as far as it applies to you and I. You have a testimony.

You have something to say that other people don't have. We had a prayer meeting one time in this church
and a Muslim man came to me after the prayer meeting on a Thursday night and he was infuriated that
Jesus Christ is the only way to eternal life. He said, what gives you the right to infer that? And I said, would
you give me five minutes to tell you a story? And he said, yes.

And I told him in five minutes what Jesus Christ had done for me. Now I said to him, now tell me what your
God has done for you. And he stood there and he started to weep because what he was serving had done
nothing for him.

It had made him angry, it had made him confused, it had brought him to a place where God couldn't be
touched, felt, or found. And it was simply the testimony. I didn't argue scripture with him because
everybody has an argument.

But you have a testimony. Folks, I don't care who you are or how frail you are, you have a testimony. You
can say, I once was blind, I was bound, I was imprisoned, depressed, lonely, dishonest, or just ignorant of
my need in God.

Whatever it is, if you want to be in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things are passed away, all things
have become new. So if you are in Christ, you have a testimony.

It may not be profound, it might not be a Sunday night forehead slapper, but nevertheless you have a
story. Something has happened in your life. Something that you can give God glory for.

Something that you can say, he changed me. You have a testimony. I want more people to Christ in the
early years as a Christian just telling the story of what God had done.

It hadn't even been very long. It was only a matter of months or maybe a year after I came to Christ, I just
tell the story of the changes that were happening. How these inner corruptions were changing, were being
made whole.

I was becoming a different man than the one I had been for 24 years. I knew only God could do this. And
so I began to share the story only to find out that others were very, very interested.

That there was an inner hunger in others that I wasn't aware of. And just telling the story brought it to the
surface and led into many times of prayer and many opportunities to receive Christ. Now there's certain
ways to share your testimony and certain ways not to share your testimony.
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For example, if you're trying to get somebody to drink a glass of water, here's what not to do. You hold up
the glass of water with two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen. It's a substantial percentage of your body.

You must hydrate or perish. Now this is all true. But that's the way some people present Christ.

Hydrate or perish. You can hear them out on the street. Hydrate or perish.

Hydrate or perish. And some people present their testimony that way. You're doomed, you're damned,
you're lost.

Now here's what to do. I've found some water. I've touched it, I've tasted it, I've smelled it, I've swam in it.

It has satisfied the deepest longings in my heart. Won't you taste some with me? That's the voice of the
second sign. Your testimony.

Verse 9 of Exodus chapter 4. And it shall come to pass if they'll not believe also these two signs neither
hearken unto thy voice thou shalt take of the water of the river and pour it upon the dry land and the water
which thou takest out of the river shall become blood upon the dry land. Now historically, you and I know
that Israel rejected the leading of God into the fullness of that which could have been hers. There was a
leading of God out of captivity into the promised land and ultimately it was leading to a personal and
intimate relationship with God himself in the form of his son.

And Israel rejected this and so God took a portion of the river. Now that river that passed in a sense
through Egypt was considered the source of life. It was the source of nourishment, it was the source of, it
was everything actually to the Egyptian people.

God took a portion of the river that represented his life and supply to them and in the form of his own son
he poured out his own blood on the dry ground. It is phenomenal when you begin to see the scriptures in
the context of Calvary. When you begin to see it in the context of Jesus Christ.

These are not just random signs that the Lord's coming up with on the spur of the moment because Moses
is hesitant. No, he's talking way down into the future. He knows that all that will make a difference, all that
will really bring about full redemption is when God takes a portion of that which is of himself, puts his own
son on a cross and pours out his blood on dry ground.

Psalm 46 verses 4 and 5 says, There's a river, the streams thereof shall make glad the city of God. God is
in the midst of her and she shall not be moved. The voice of the third sign is not only the story but it's the
expression of God's love for people through you and I. It's the expression God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten son.

We are called to pray for people. We are called to believe God for people. We are called to have a
testimony of what God has done in us and through us.

But we are also called to love people. Love them with the love of God, with the love of Jesus Christ. And
folks, if this is not a sign to this generation, nothing else will be.

It's something I pray in the street every day. God, you have to help me to love people here. You have to
help me to love these that are doing unspeakable things in the street corners, that are living in immorality.
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Their conversation is as if it was lifted out of a sewer. You have to help me, God, to love them because
this is a sign to this generation where there is a love in my heart and in your heart that does not come from
natural feeling. It comes from the Spirit of Almighty God.

There is a river. Revelation 12, 11 talks about overcomers in the last day. And it says, they overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony, and they loved not their own lives unto the death.

And that's these three signs you see in Exodus chapter 4 fulfilled in Revelation chapter 12 and verse 11.
The blood of the Lamb, the word of testimony, and their prayers in a sense, and their focus was not about
themselves, it was about others. This is how they overcame.

This is the mark of the overcoming church in the last days. That we are doing the work of God in the earth.
That we are asking the Holy Spirit to manifest the very heart of Jesus Christ in us for lost humanity.

We're not playing a social game in the house of God. We're not coming into the house of God to see what
new thing we can add to our portfolio and our resume. We are doing this for the glory of God and for the
souls of men.

There is no other reason. There's no other reason to live. There's no other reason I want to even be on the
earth anymore.

There's no other reason but to see people brought to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. To enter into
the work of Almighty God. To trust that God will not only give me spiritual authority but increase the word
of testimony in my heart and in yours.

And increase the love of God. That measure of God. That measure of life taken out of the river of God that
caused His Son to be poured out to the last drop of water and blood on the cross.

I'm called to follow in those footsteps and so are you. Which now brings us to the voice of the fourth sign.
Exodus chapter 10 again.

Chapter 4 rather, verse 10. And here's what happens to all of us when we're confronted with these simple
truths folks. These are not complex.

This is simple. This is Christianity 101. It's what we're called to be as a church and as a people.

But here's our response. And Moses said, Oh Lord, I'm not eloquent. I'm not a good speaker.

Neither before nor since you've spoken to me. But I'm slow of speech and of a slow tongue. Oh God, the
immediate response that we often have is that we look at our frailty.

We look at our inability. We look at our insufficiency. We look in the resume box and we're not up to this
task.

Lord, you're sending me to confront something that is deeper than I am. It has more power than I know.
And this is a world that is used to flash and dance.

Who's gonna listen to me? Why would they listen to me? I'm not strong. And the Lord said, Who made
your mouth? Who makes the dumb or deaf or seeing or blind? Have not I the Lord? Now therefore, go and
I will be with your mouth and teach you what you will say. Go.
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A simple commandment. Go into all the world. Go and tell them about Jesus Christ.

Just go. That's as simple as it gets. Now, Moses was aware of his own frailty.

Now, listen to what Paul says. I'm gonna read it again to you. You see your calling, brethren.

Do you actually see your calling? Would be the question. Not many wise men after the flesh. Not many
mighty.

Not many noble are called. There's a few, I suppose. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise.

And God has chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty. And base
things of the world. And things which are despised that God chosen.

And things which are nothing to bring to nothing things that are. That no flesh should glory in his presence.
These are the ones God has chosen.

So, wouldn't you say with me this morning it leaves me without excuse. That suddenly my excuses
dissipate. They vanish.

They vaporize in a sense. Because God says, well, if you understand, if you're willing to order your steps
in my word, I don't choose the mighty. I don't choose the overly intelligent in themselves.

I don't choose those that are noble. I don't choose those that have royal power. I choose people who are
aware that without God this can't be done.

This is the fourth sign. The fourth sign is the willingness of Jesus Christ to walk with us in partnership in
spite of our frailty. We have no perfection of ourselves.

That's why Paul says, but of him are you in Christ Jesus who of God has made to us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption that according as it is written, he that glories, let him glory in
the Lord. We have no perfection. We have no strength in ourselves.

We are not perfect apart from Christ. The only perfection I have is Jesus Christ. Now, I'm going to tell you
something I feel that the Lord has given me this week.

That many people here don't speak of Christ because those close to you have seen your weaknesses. In
the workplace, you've lost your temper. You got caught gossiping when you shouldn't have in the
lunchroom.

It happens. It happens to everybody. People are just aware.

A word slipped out that shouldn't have come from your lips. And all around you, people are aware of these
things and you say, I can't speak. Why would they be interested in hearing me? Because they're very
aware of my weaknesses.

Now, have you ever thought, now hear me on this, that this might be the most attractive part of the voice
that Jesus has given about you, you about him and the earth? Have you ever thought that this might be
attractive to the unsaved? Many unsaved people feel they can't rise to the level of perfection that they
wrongly feel is necessary for God to consider having to do anything with them. Do you ever thought that
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most of us in the world are not looking for superstars, just real people? Just ordinary people who make
mistakes? I'm speaking as if I was an unsaved man, for example. If somebody came to me and they were
perfect, I wouldn't be able to, I wouldn't be able to attain to it, so I wouldn't even entertain the idea.

Ordinary people. Honest people. That's why God sent Moses.

Not a superstar, not a muscular warrior in a chariot with an army, but an 80-year-old man with a stick, an
83-year-old brother, and a one-line sermon. Let my people go that they can worship me in the wilderness.
Frail, weak, nothing in himself, but yet the knee of the most powerful ruler in the world at that time bent
before Almighty God If you and I can lay hold of these truths again in our generation, if we can look away
from all the committee room suggestions of what a Christian should be and look like, and begin to realize,
as Paul said, God said to me, my grace is sufficient for thee, my strength is made perfect in weakness.

Paul had appealed to the Lord and said, please God, just take this away from me, this whatever it was in
his flesh that kept him in a state of dependency. And the Lord said, no, my grace, my favor on you, my
strength being given to you, being all about me, Paul, and not about you, is sufficient because my strength
is made perfect in your weakness. Paul says, most gladly, therefore, I will rather glory in my infirmities that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Paul said, I'm not going to boast in myself. There's nothing in me to boast about, but I'm going to boast in
my Christ. I'm going to boast in the one who gives me strength.

I'm going to boast in the one who answers my prayer. I'm going to boast in the one who has given me a
testimony. Now, Paul was a brilliant theologian, folks, one of the most brilliant, perhaps, of all time.

Yet, when he was called into the arena to answer for himself, you look at his answers. I was on the road. I
was an angry man.

I was, I met a blinding light. It threw me to the ground and a voice said, Paul, why do you persecute me?
He just shared his testimony, folks. In spite of the brilliance he had, in spite of his academic background,
he simply loved the people, prayed for the people, and shared his story and changed the whole known
world right up until our time.

Now, I'm not speaking about hypocrisy. A lot of people are apparently weak just simply because they're
not serious about the things of God. But I'm talking about honest weaknesses that you and I are trusting
Christ to cover while he brings about the changes in our lives that we desire.

Honest weakness. A frail but honest testimony is very attractive to people who are looking for spiritual
reality. So don't let your own weaknesses stop you from speaking the things of God.

Just be honest in your walk with God. Don't play the hypocrite's game. Yes, people will rightly turn away
from a hypocrite, but they will not turn from an honest person.

I knew some people before I was saved. I knew some cops that were Christians. And they weren't perfect
by any stretch, but they were honest.

And I could not write their testimony off in spite of the fact there were some things, there were evident
weaknesses, but they were sincere. They were honest. They could be spoken to.
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They were changing. They were growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. I found it to be a
very, very attractive testimony because I was not looking for superstars.

I was looking for reality. And people are not looking for superstars, folks. They're looking for reality.

And that's where you and I come in, in our generation. I want to remind you that three million people
followed Moses out of captivity towards the land of freedom. Three million people followed the leadership
of an old man with a stick into the desert because he prayed and had authority.

Because he had a testimony of an encounter with God. Because he loved them and was patient with the
people as Christ was. Because he was frail, but in his frailty, yes, he even went through doubts, times of
doubt and unbelief, where he had to go back to God and said, you've sent me to deliver these people and
it's just gotten worse since I've come here.

He had to deal with all the frailties that you and I have to deal with. But the people ultimately must have
looked at him and said, this man loves us. He prays for us.

There's spiritual authority in his life. He has a testimony of encountering God. And yes, he is frail, but he
seems to really know the God he speaks about.

Let's get the blood on the doorposts of our house. Let's eat the lamb. Let's get our neighbors together.

Let's go. Let's follow this man into a wilderness. He speaks of a place of promise.

He speaks of something coming beyond what we've learned and see and know for the last 400 years.
Thank God that Moses went. When you get to heaven, folks, I'm telling you, if you take seriously this word
this morning, there are going to be people that are going to approach you at the throne of God and they're
going to say, thank God you came to me.

Thank God you opened your mouth. Thank God you lived a real Christian testimony before me. Thank
God you were honest.

Thank God you were sincere because it stirred my heart to believe and to follow the God that you follow.
This is a season. This is an hour where God wants to bring about great victory and great freedom to many
souls in our generation.

But it's no time for any more superstar Christians to rise up. It's now time for the body of Jesus Christ to do
what we've always been called to do. Every saint, from the most visible to the least visible, moving
together as one body into this absolute mountain of human depravity, believing God that living an honest
life, sharing an honest testimony, having an honest and genuine compassion will be sufficient to bring
millions of people out of captivity and into the wonderful life of Jesus Christ.

Praise be to God. It's not time to be silent anymore. It's not time to listen to any arguments of your heart.

If my heart contends me, the scripture says God is greater than my heart. Not time to be silent. We do not
well, the lepers say.

We found this incredible treasure. We do not well if we hold our peace at this time. Oh folks, may I
encourage you to open your mouth as never before.
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Study this word. Let this compassion of Jesus come into your heart and be your life. And don't let the devil
tell you you have nothing to say.

You have a testimony. You have the ability to pray. You have the love of God in you.

Let these things begin to abound. Now I want to give a simple altar call. Jesus said, Up to this time you
have not asked for anything in my name.

Oh, they had probably asked for things but not what they should have. But now, he says, I'm telling you,
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he'll give it to you that your joy might be full. Today, if you are
not living for God, this is a tremendous opportunity to get right with God.

His arms are wide open to you, to receive you and to restore you. If you are afraid to share Christ because
of your own self-loathing, a sense of worthlessness, I want you to get out of your seat today and come to
this altar. I want you to begin to see your life the way God sees it.

I want you to see your value the way God sees you and has value for you, for his kingdom. You have to
get out of this spiritual shallowness and come into the depths of who God says you are. It'd be amazing
when you finally lay hold of this, you're going to find that you have to speak.

You're going to be compelled to speak because your story is not about your own perfection. It's about your
own weakness but the God of perfection who's touched you in the depth of his love, given you the power
to go forward and the ability to care about other people. It's a profound testimony and I believe that many
in this room will become soul winners in the days ahead.

Not because you have any more Bible knowledge but because you have a living and legitimate
relationship with Jesus Christ. Hallelujah. We're going to stand in a moment and if the Holy Spirit is
drawing you especially those who are afraid to speak because of your own lack of self-worth I want you to
come and join me at this altar.

We're going to pray and truly believe God for a miracle for you today. Let's stand please. In the annex you
can step between the screens.

In the main sanctuary please just join us. Just join us at the altar today. We're going to pray together.

We've always prayed in Times Square Church that this pulpit be a burning bush. A place of confrontation
with the Holy God where he calls us to be what we could never hope to be in our own strength. The Lord
said Moses I've heard the cry and the groaning of my people and I've come to deliver them and so I'm
going to send you to speak for me.

That's an incredible thought isn't it? Moses was aware of his failing. He had tried this and some of you
have. You're not new Christians and you tried to be a great testimony and he blew it big time.

Instead of delivering three million people he just killed one Egyptian and buried him. That was the extent of
his ministry and he had seemingly been in the desert for many years and now he was ready actually for
God to use him because it was no longer natural strength natural wisdom. It was now going to be all about
God and today the Lord is calling you.

There's a cry in this generation and he's calling you to go. He says I'll be with your mouth and I'll show you
what to say. I'll teach you he said as you go what to say.
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Just go in faith. Start to speak. Remember ask for tenderness.

Ask for something that's attractive in your life of Christ. Ask for spiritual authority to pray and believe God
and the Lord says I'll give you these things. Father I pray Lord for my brothers and sisters that have
gathered today at this altar which is a type of a burning bush where you call us not in our strength but in
our weakness.

Not in having done it all right but having done sometimes very little right but yet you call us and that should
be a testimony in itself that not in our strength not in our success not because we've some polished
resume but we feel like failures we feel small we feel weak but you look down and say that's exactly what I
need. Hallelujah to the Lamb of God. Lord the testimony that we will have is all about you it's not about
ourselves.

It's about mercy it's about grace it's about the cross of Calvary. It's about a wonderful loving and merciful
God. That is our story.

That is our testimony in this generation. I pray Lord and commission I commission these at the altar today
and in the annex. I commission those who are watching on the internet.

I commission you in the name of Jesus Christ to be a vessel of the grace of God to this generation. To
never say no to wherever God leads us. Father to be willing to go to any place anytime anywhere and
speak about the wondrousness of our God.

Father give us fruit. Lord give us souls for our hire. Father we ask Lord for authority to bring people out of
darkness and a genuine walk with God that will be attractive to those who are looking for truth.

Father help us Lord to be kind and compassionate as we walk throughout this city especially in its
vileness. Help us to be compassionate and kind to be aware Lord when you want to speak to us and
through us. Lord we thank you.

God I thank you Lord for this commissioning service today. These are evangelists who just have not yet
known it. These are people with spiritual authority.

These are those that you are going to use in the city. Father thank you when heaven's rewards are doled
out it's not going to be the way we think Lord. It's going to be the faithful man or woman of God who walk
the streets of this city an example of the tenderness of God through Jesus Christ.

Father we give you praise and glory for just taking all of us in our frailty and partnering with us and walking
with us and using us oh God for your kingdom purpose Lord. Thank you Jesus. Thank you Lord that when
we end up at the throne one day we are not going to be empty handed.

My God there will be souls that have been brought into your kingdom for this we give you the praise and
all the honor and all the glory in the mighty and holy name of Jesus. Hallelujah to the Lamb of God.
Hallelujah.

Thank you Jesus. Thank you Lord. My brother and my sister be encouraged.

Be encouraged. Now go God says and I will be with you. I'll be with your mouth Jesus.

And I will teach you what to speak. Just go. Just start somewhere.
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Even if it's with an apology. Start somewhere. You might want to go back to the workplace and say folks
I'm just really sorry I haven't lived before you the way I should have.

But I am a Christian. And you'd be surprised the number of people who are going to want to know that
story. When people see honesty what a contrast to today.

Honesty. Just good old fashioned honesty. And humility.

Lord Jesus Christ thank you that you have blessed your own name today. You've given strength to your
people. You're helping us oh God to understand the simplicity of the cross.

Father give us grace as we walk through this city and we thank you for it in Jesus mighty name.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/22/SID22805.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/a-frail-but-honest-testimony/
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