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Bear Fruit or Burn
by Carter Conlon

The sermon emphasizes the futility of trying to be godly in ourselves and the need for a deeper, spiritual

transformation through God's power and intervention.

Duration: 42:04

Scripture: Isaiah 40:3, John 1:19-26, Romans 7:18

Topics: "Bearing Fruit"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher discusses the message of John the Baptist as the final statement of
mankind's attempt to obey God's laws through human effort. He emphasizes that man's inherent problem
stems from the serpent's poison in the Garden of Eden, which infected all of humanity. The preacher then
introduces the title of his message, 'Bear fruit or burn,' explaining that it is not as harsh as it sounds. He
highlights the dilemma that humans face in believing they can be godly on their own, and how God gave a
set of laws to prove that humans cannot save themselves. The preacher references Paul's words in
Romans 7 to illustrate the futility of trying to be godly through human effort alone.

Transcript

Well, the title of my message from John chapter 1 this morning is Bear Fruit or Burn. Somebody was
looking for a word this morning, well there it is. Bear fruit or burn.

That's not as bad as it sounds. John chapter 1, it was the last and most potent message of John the
Baptist. Now Father, I thank you Lord for this time together this morning.

I thank you for the anointing of your Holy Spirit. Lord, unlock your word. Help us to see it, to hear it, to
embrace your word.

Help us to find the life that you promised us. Give us sense to be able to agree with you and to change by
the power of God. I thank you for the anointing that you will place upon me to give me the strength that I
need to speak this word and give us the strength to hear it.

Lord, I thank you for it with all my heart. In Jesus' name. John chapter 1 beginning at verse 19.

And this is the record of John, this is John the Baptist. When the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, who art thou? And he confessed and denied not, but confessed, I am not the Christ.
And when they asked him, what then? Art thou Elias or Elijah? And he said, I am not.
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Art thou that prophet? And he answered, no. Now Moses had said that there would be a prophet arise that
would be like unto himself and that people were to give heed. And they wondered if John the Baptist were
that prophet that Moses spoke about.

Then said they unto him, who art thou? That we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest
thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness. Make straight the way of the Lord,
as said the prophet Isaiah.

And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. Now it could be said of John the Baptist that his
message was the final statement or the capstone of all that mankind had been able to build under an old
system of human effort to obey God-given laws. It was the summation, it was the final moment.

Paul had defined the law as it is, as an instructor sent by God, which was meant to bring us to an
understanding that we could not save ourselves. We could not be godly in ourselves. Now remember that
man's inherent problem was that in the garden of Eden he was he was bitten by the serpent and that
subtle poison of the serpent infused itself into the entire being of humanity, giving us the thought that we in
ourselves and through our own effort and our own resolve can be as God or we can be equal to God.

You remember in Genesis chapter 3 verses 4 and 5 it says the serpent said to the woman, you shall not
surely die for God knows that in the day that you eat thereof then your eyes shall be opened and you will
be as God's knowing good and evil. He set a, it was really a theology in my opinion that he set before
Adam and Eve and essentially said, look at me, I have lived and acted independently from God and there
had to be something still attractive about this deceptive creature who is who is defined or described as a
serpent. The poison of a serpent is in him because the scripture tells us that in in Eve's sight it was it was
pleasant to the eyes and seemed to be desired to make one wise before partaking of it and that's the
dilemma of the whole human race.

It's your dilemma, it's mine in a sense that everything in us apart from God wants to tell us that we can be
godly in ourselves. If we just make one more resolution, if we just push a little harder, if we just try a little
deeper then we in ourselves have the power to be as God or to be godly. Now God gave therefore to a
group of people and I'm fast forwarding, I don't have time to go through the whole history, please just try to
give me your best ear.

He gave to a group of people who declared themselves and he declared to be his own eventually a set of
laws to obey which if they could it would prove that in themselves they could indeed be godly. He said
okay if you think the inherent problem of humanity is that we think we can be God without God and so
basically he said if you think you can be godly, if you can bear the fruit of God, if you can be as God, if the
nature of God can become yours then here are six hundred and plus things to obey and of course if you
fail in one he said you fail them all. Therefore you have to take a sacrifice, you have to go back into the
temple, you have to atone for your wrong because you see you have proved once more that you're not
God and then once you're back in right relationship then you can come back out and give it your best shot
again being God and being godly.

But if you fail in one of the 600 plus laws then you have to get another goat, another lamb, another dove,
you have to come back into the temple. How far do you think people really got from the temple before they
were back in the sheep market again looking for another lamb or another goat? I'm talking about the
sincere who really thought or really wanted to be godly but were under an old system of laws and human
effort that really has no power because in Romans chapter 7 let me just read it to you. Here's what Paul
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says about those who try to be godly and he had given it probably a better shot than most people of his
generation.

In verse 18 he said I know for I know he said that in me that is in my flesh dwells no good thing for to will is
present with me. I want to be godly in other words but how to perform that which is good I find not. Paul
says I don't and this is the dilemma of all humanity that are honest.

I want to be a better husband but how? I mean I make all my resolve I promise to do better on the way
home. I say that I'm not going to respond in like kind and that goes for wives as how long does that last
when you get in the door? Where's the milk? Well what's it to you? You don't think I have anything else to
do with my life and then suddenly going oh all the way home I said I was going to be a different person.
Paul said I want to be godly inside but I can't find the strength to do it.

For the good that I would I don't do but the evil that I don't want to do I do. In other words there's what is
wrong with me? What's wrong with my body in this in a sense my the totality of my being that I can have
this inner desire to be godly but I can't find the power to perform it. Now if I do that which I do not I would
not it is no more I that do it but sin that dwells in me.

Paul said I find then a law that when I would do good evil is present with me for I delight in the law of God
after the inward man but I see another law in my like it's in my members but he means he says I see
something else that's seemingly completely interwoven into my character. Warring against the law of my
mind, standing against what I want to do, standing against the kind of a person that I feel I would like to be
or I want to be and that this war brings me into captivity to this law of sin which seems to have found a
lodging place in my members or in my life. It's it's a common dilemma.

Has anybody else here ever faced that? You want to do right you want to speak truth and how you get
halfway into a conversation you realize wow I left truth I left truth five minutes ago back in the road
somewhere and Paul finally gets to the point of saying oh wretched man that I am who shall deliver me
from the body of this death.

He said I've got something of death working inside of me that I have no power to overcome and that's
called the sin nature in the scriptures that's and you don't get the sin nature unless we understand what
happened in Eden that Satan sowed that thought in humanity that was the fall of humanity that that we can
be as God that we we can determine what's good and what's evil that's why you have societies that in a
sense eradicate the word of God from its public sphere and from its its public consciousness and suddenly
evil becomes good and good becomes evil because that's exactly what the sin nature will do the sin nature
will say this is good when God says it's evil and that's what Paul said becomes the human dilemma now in
spite of the admission that it was hopeless and the honest person

realistically the honest person will admit it's hopeless to be godly in ourselves I can't do it you can't do it
none of us can do it it's hopeless but there are still groups of people who believe they believed it then they
believe it today that in themselves that they have sufficiently obeyed the rules that touch not taste not
handle not all the rules all the ducks are lined up in their mind and to the point where they believe that they
have earned to themselves the undisputable title of godly I have met some of the most ungodly religious
people who can't see what they are they have the right clothes they have they can point to their rules that
they've obeyed but there's such a death at work in them all I have to do is speak and it's just like a corpse
speaking to you it's such death but
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they're they're unaware of what they've become because they've obeyed the rules and because they've
they've been stronger than others who seem to be weak around them they've compared themselves
among themselves and have displayed a lack of wisdom in this and walk around and believe that they're
godly now John John the Baptist saw the religious coming towards him he was he was the final voice of
this old system the final voice of this this self-induced godliness may I call it that or it's like people giving
themselves a certificate of godliness that has nothing to do with God God's hand is not in it or on it he
doesn't endorse it but he saw them coming towards him and they're still holding to this self-earned
righteousness and in Matthew chapter 3 verse 7 it's another version of what we're

talking about in our opening text you might want to turn there it's just back a little bit from where we started
here's what John the Baptist said he said when he saw many of the that's Matthew 3 7 when he saw many
of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism he said to them all generation of vipers who has
warned you to flee from the wrath to come all generation of vipers he saw them coming in their finery their
robes their self-imposed righteousness the rules that they have obeyed now John John is telling the
people he is the capstone keep this in mind it is the end it is it is the finish in a sense of the Old Testament
law the power of it is about to be broken John is giving a message to the people saying all of your attempts
to be holy all your attempts to be righteous how

rotten rags you all know it you all know that you're not walking in a godly manner you all know that your
conversation is not clean therefore he said come and repent turn away from all of human effort turn away
from your own efforts to be godly in and of yourself and that's what John's baptism was about it was a
baptism of repentance now when the Pharisees showed up he said he called them vipers in other words in
spite of their religion the seat of the serpent is still very much alive in them the tongue of the serpent in a
sense is their tongue the reasoning of the serpent is in their minds they're still living under their fallen
condition and that's why he said to them actually I believe it's rather sarcastically all generation of vipers
he said who warned you to flee from the wrath to

come or your coming faith and how I know it was sarcastic is because everyone knows that serpents can't
hear they don't have ears you ever wonder why Jesus says to the churches in Revelation he who has ears
to hear let him hear if the seed of the serpent is still if that seed of fallenness is still in you if that seed of
procuring your own righteousness is still in you if that that seed of God should accept me because I've
done this or because I've done that or because I've read or because I've prayed or because I've done or
because I've given or because I've gone or because I haven't gone if that seed is still in you then you
really don't have ears to hear the voice of God the serpents are led by their senses and that's exactly what
happens to people who lose touch with God does it begin

to be led by their own natural senses and it's defined in the scriptures the seat of the serpent and that's
why John said to them who warned you to flee the wrath that's to come who you to flee this your own
future as it is you're in a place of wrath and he said who warned you because I know you don't have ears
to hear so how come you're coming here I believe of course they're not coming to be baptized in most
cases of course they're coming to challenge anything that declares their position to be bankrupt or short of
the glory of God that's what religious people will always do when revival breaks out for example you watch
who will oppose it it's not going to be the guy that's sitting and drinking a bottle of wine over on 52nd at 6
o'clock in the morning on the sidewalk he won't oppose it

he'll get saved it will be the religious that will oppose it because oftentimes it makes the righteousness
appear to be bankrupt because there's no power of God in it he said to them if you have truly verse if
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you've truly turned to God then produce fruit of the evidence of his true presence within you otherwise be
prepared to burn that's what he said to them bear fruit or burn in other words bring forth fruits therefore
fruits meet for repentance if you've truly turned to God he said in verse 8 then bring forth fruit that proves
you have and think not to say within yourselves we have Abraham to our father I say to you that God is
able to raise of these stones children into Abraham and now John said the axe is laid to the root of the tree
therefore every tree which brings not forth good

fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire I indeed baptize you with water into repentance but there comes
after me but he that comes after me is mightier than I whose shoes have not worthy to bear and he will
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire whose fan is in his hand and he will thoroughly purge his
floor and gather his weed into the garner but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire John was
telling saying listen here's here's the end of the Old Testament and all of its rules and all of itself imposed
godliness and obedience here's your option bear fruit bear the fruit of God or burn it's an amazing thing it's
an indictment on all the Old Testament all its old system of laws and all its self-imposed ideology that in
myself and through human effort I can be godly and

John said no there's a fire coming against all of this there's a day of God's wrath when everything
especially will endure his wrath that has pretended to represent him but has not been representing him in
truth or in spirit and John said in verse 11 I indeed baptize you with water to repentance but he that comes
after me is mightier than I whose shoes I'm not worthy to bear and he will baptize you with the Holy Ghost
and with fire so John was saying I'm there is a wrath for a hypocritical religion that one day will be revealed
from heaven but I'm called to introduce you to another kind of fire this is a fire that will not burn you but
rather will burn within you and set you free from the impurity and corruption that Satan planted within you
he said in John chapter 1 verse 23 I'm the

voice of one crying in the wilderness I'm crying to you in your dry places I'm crying to you in the places in
your life where you are powerless and directionless and empty I am the voice of one crying to this whole
wasteland of humanity that believed it could be God without God being God inside of it if I may say it that
way and I'm calling to you and I'm saying make straight the way of the Lord just the way Isaiah spoke it
and he was quoting from Isaiah chapter 40 verses 3 to 5 where Isaiah said the voice of him that cries in
the wilderness prepare you the way of the Lord make straight in the desert or that means a barren place a
highway for our God every valley will be lifted every mountain will be made low and the crooked will be
made straight and the rough places plain and the glory

of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it
that's why you see it would be insufficient if if John just brought that kind of a word it would be insufficient if
I brought that kind of a word to you today and left it there and there always are people who are more than
willing to do that just and then just a heap a pile of condemnation on people who've already known that
they're failing and say listen here's your option bear fruit or burn he called that society to a baptism
baptism means that I'm I'm going to die to these attempts to be godly in my own strength that's that's why
there was a lineup of people in John's day who knew it was hopeless it was powerless just the way you
and I know it and they were going down into the

waters of baptism John's baptism which was a turning from all of my attempts to be God and godly in my
own strength turning from my own wisdom turning from my own human effort turning from my own sense
of self-justification and how how short it would fall if that's all it was if all it was was a baptism of
recognition that I can't be godly then it would be almost pointless John would be just baptizing people in
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water and they would rise up and go back but what do they go back to now that they've recognized that it's
hopeless to be godly what did what would they do where would they go you see that's why John was the
bridge between the old and the new covenant because for those who were being baptized he could point
in John 129 and say behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the

world it's we can only behold the Lamb of God when we have come to the end of ourselves when we have
come to the place like Paul of being honest with God and saying I can't be godly I can't change who I am
I've given it my best effort and it fails now I have only two options one is I can be honest with God and the
other option is I can adopt some kind of a religious falseness that has absolutely no divine life in it and
declare it in my stubbornness to be godly but there's an indictment against that in the Word of God there's
an indictment against false and stubborn religion that is not born of the Spirit of God that has not been
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb that is not in living relationship with God the indictment is bear fruit or
burn and you and I know that we can't bear fruit it

is not possible for me to bear the fruit of Christ I cannot change who I am apart from Christ inside of me
who is the hope of glory that means the hope of my chains and so when you and I get to the point where
we say I can't be I can't be a better husband I can't be a better father I can't speak truth I can't be honest I
can't be godly and I'm simply not willing to cover it up with robes that make me look like I am God I'm not
going to cover up my bankruptcy with my own homemade arguments and religion it's at that point a voice
comes to you and says behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world hallelujah hallelujah
behold the one who will destroy the power of the serpent behold the one who will go to a cross and every
drop of shed blood touching the ground will be like a

drumbeat in hell and all the power of hell will be broken at that cross everything the serpent sowed in you
will be destroyed his power will be gone the separation between men and God will be removed and the
cleansing fire of God will come to us and reclaim us as his own hallelujah to the Lamb of God glory to the
Lamb of God glory to Jesus in Luke chapter 24 after Jesus was raised from the dead there were some
men walking on the road to a place called Emmaus and they were sorrowful because they had had a
glimmer of hope and there would be people here today who might fit into that category you had a glimmer
of hope for your future and it even in measure had something to do with Jesus Christ but things happened
that came your way and you you didn't fully understand them maybe you were

sidelined or hit with something you didn't see coming or circumstances around you made it look like your
future is hopeless and they trusted it said we trusted that it had been he would should have redeemed
Israel and besides all this has been three days since these things were done and he had just asked them
what are you talking about and why are you so sad and then he said to them Oh slow of heart Oh fools
and slow of heart to believe all the prophets have spoken and verse 27 says and beginning at Moses and
all the prophets he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself in other words
he showed them that all through the Old Testament everything was leading to him as the Redeemer as
the one who would break the bondage of sin as the one who would give us a

promise of new life as the one who would destroy our enemies it wasn't just in the New Testament it was
foretold all through the old for those who had the ears to hear it and when they drew to the village where
they were going they constrained him said come and abide with us it's toward evening in the day as far
spent and he went into Terry with them and it came to pass as he said it meet with them he took bread
and blessed it and break it and gave it to them and their eyes were opened and they knew him and he
vanished out of their sight when when they let Jesus walk with them the first thing that happened is the
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scriptures opened and they invited him to stay with them don't let me go back don't let me fall back into
what I used to be or used to do walk with me stay with me only to find

out he was only too glad to come and abide with them and at the table the scripture says he took bread
blessed it and broke it and gave it and when he did this their eyes were opened and they saw that this was
the Lamb of God he was broken so that we might be made whole he was punished so that we might go
free he died and took our death upon him and then rose again from the dead that through the same spirit
that raised him from the dead we too might live in newness of life and it says their eyes were opened and
they knew him there's no greater thing can happen in your life as a believer in Christ than the day that your
eyes are opened and you say oh God thank you that I don't have to walk into the house of God with the
filthy rags of self-effort I don't have to present you a list of

things I have done this week for you to accept me I don't have to hang my head because I had a rotten
week my God you gave yourself for me you broke the power of sin you broke the power of the devil to
dominate my inner man and to lead me into places to do and live in a way that I don't want to you gave me
the power to live in what I know is right from the Word of God you broke the backbone of death and hell
and sin you were raised from the dead and because you live I live and you are willing to live inside of me
and empower me and you are willing to change me and make me in to the person that you've destined to
be to be on this earth you are willing to bring me back to where Adam and Eve were in that Garden of
Eden in relationship with you before the serpent saw that evil thought in

their hearts that in themselves they could be as God so I'm gonna do what the people did in John's day I'm
gonna get baptized I'm out of here I'm out of all self effort self-righteousness self-righteous religion I'm out
of all fraud in the name of God I'm out of all of these things and I'm going to let Jesus Christ by the power
of the Holy Spirit guide me into the Word of God and be my God and be the Lord of my life and they said
one to another did not our heart burn within us while he talked with us and opened to us the scriptures did
not our heart burn you see the message today is simple if you're still holding to the thought that you can
change yourself and become godly through your own efforts all the best to you that's all I can say bear fruit
or burn but if you know that you cannot

and you are willing as they were in the day of John which was publicly displayed by baptism publicly
displayed in a sense by standing out in public and saying I can't do this in my own strength I can't be godly
I can't change myself I'm tired of this endless treadmill of sin confess sin confess sin confess I'm tired of
this endless river of powerless sacrifice in this Old Testament temple there surely has to be more than this
if you know you cannot save yourself and you're willing to put away your own efforts to try to be God now
there's an effort required don't misunderstand me you've got to get in the Word of God you have to read it
and believe it you have to yield your life and let God through the Holy Spirit produce the character of Christ
in you but if you're willing to put away your

own efforts if you're willing to do it in public I say to you today behold the Lamb behold the Lamb of God
behold the one who redeemed you behold the gloriousness of your salvation the wonder of it the
awesomeness of it you you may you will have a song like you've never believed that you could ever have
in your life the day you let Jesus be the Lord of your life in every part of your life in him all things change
and here's the difference instead of the message bear fruit or burn the story now becomes burn and bear
fruit did not our hearts burn within us when he opened to us the scriptures and showed us his sacrifice that
is the new the Old Testament testimony is bear fruit or burn the New Testament testimony is burn and
bear fruit burn with a passion for God burn with the love for his
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Word burn with thanksgiving for what he did on the cross burn with a desire to let Christ be Christ in you
and to take you where you could never go make you what you could never be and give you what you
could never possess burn to glorify God in this generation burn in your heart to be restored burn to go into
this text of scripture with the motive of saying Lord I can't glorify you I can't even change myself but you
live inside of me and because of that every promise in this book is now mine I yield to you the scripture
tells us that these men turned and went back the way that they had come from glory to the Lamb of God
I'd rather burn and bear fruit than try to bear fruit and burn I don't know about you so why are you sad
Jesus said get up from your wilderness and become a partaker of

the life of God Jesus Christ is alive why are you sad why are you sad today why do you come in this house
so beaten down by what Christ has already destroyed on the cross is it possible part of that sadness is
trying to bring about a resolution in your own strength trying to bring about change and you can't change
only Jesus can change you from the inside out he's the only one that can do it give you a new life I have
changed a lot in the last 35 years but I'm still changing by God's grace there are still corners in my life that
are that need rounding out they need a bit of smoothing I don't get condemned by any of them because
I'm not looking to my own righteousness in my walk with God I am looking to the one who promised to
change me as my heart burns for him and burns for his word he

has promised that he will bear fruit through my life that fruit will be the fruit of God in me I will be changed
by the glory of God that means that the power that which brings God to reputation I will be changed by the
power of God think of the people in the upper room who came out on the day of Pentecost not speaking
about themselves not speaking about anything they were going to do not speaking about anything of
themselves but every man every woman was speaking about what God was going to do through their lives
and how he was going to change them and that's what that's what caused at least 3,000 very religious
people to literally stare and say whatever they have everything that we've had up to this point in history
hasn't brought us there so what must we do to have this kind of a

relationship with God and the scripture tells us that 3,000 turned from this old covenant way of thinking
and they embraced the life that Jesus Christ fully offers to those who come to him and so my question
again this morning is why are you sad very often we're said because we're holding to something of our
own righteousness in some area of our life and we're so sad aren't we we come in and we so wanted to be
different and we so blew it and so we come in and we feel so sad do you realize it's not within us we don't
have the power to change you shouldn't be sad if you will let Jesus Christ unlock the scriptures to you give
you ears to hear take away that nature of the serpent that says I can do it on my own thank you very much
I don't need God that's that's a serpent's nature to take that

out of our hearts and give us ears to hear and give us hearts to obey in John's day you see the Pharisees I
doubt that they didn't see the Lamb of God but the sinners saw who knew that they couldn't do this in their
own strength they saw the Lamb of God and of course later on the scripture that says they left John and
they followed Jesus and of course that's the way it should be and I want to give an invitation to you this
morning for those that are trying to change you can't bear fruit in your own strength you're trying to change
in some area of your life and you have the courage as those did in John's day now the religious didn't but
the common man did to say it's hopeless I'm giving up on trying to change and I'm gonna I'm gonna
publicly go into these waters of baptism to say that it's

not in me to change I can't and when you come out of that place of acknowledgement I say to you behold
the Lamb of God see your provision see what God has done on the cross see who Christ is get ears to
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hear and let Jesus Christ glorify his own name inside of each one of us let's stand together please if you
will and for those that this applies to I'm gonna ask in the annex in Roxbury at home on the internet to slip
out of where you are and the maybe get on your knees if that's appropriate in your living rooms and for
those that are here you've you're simply tired of trying you can join those who came to John's and I'm done
I'm finished I've had it I'm not covering failure with religion anymore I have failed I can't get the victory I'm
coming to Jesus whether that's salvation whether

that's just something you're battling within your walk with God burn for truth and you have the promise that
Christ will bear the fruit of his life within you we're gonna worship for a moment and if this is something you
would like to respond to you want to come to may I call it John's baptism this morning to give up on trying
to be holy in your own strength then please just come and we'll pray together in a few moments it's an
awesome thing when you come to the end of yourself because the end of ourselves is the beginning of
God and contrary to public opinion it's not a shameful thing to say I can't it's a shameful thing to keep on
trying when God says you can't I thank God for the wisdom that he gives to those that are here today
because the next thing that comes to you is spiritual

ears you'd be able to hear you start hearing the Word of God you start seeing the Lamb in the Old
Testament you start seeing the power of Jesus in the new and you start sensing the willingness of God to
make these words that are in this book a reality and he is the one who does it it's Christ in you the hope of
glory it's got nothing to do with me my part is to believe and just put one foot in front of the other his part is
to make these promises a reality and when I stumble and fall to pick me up and say let's just keep on
going it's gonna get better tomorrow that's the job that's what God does so I say to you at the altar today
welcome to John's baptism that the end of the old nature the end of the old ways of trying to be godly and
the beginning of letting Jesus take over behold the

Lamb of God father I thank you for these who have come to this altar today and I thank you Lord this is a
more profound moment than many realize this is the moment when life begins this is the moment when
our eyes are open and we see not just an ordinary man we see the Son of God we begin to understand
the sacrifice of Calvary we begin to see the power of the written word and the Spirit of Almighty God we
begin to worship in spirit and in truth and no longer under the old law of human effort Oh God I thank you
so much for the revelation of the day this came to my heart I thank you Jesus with everything in me Oh
God Lord for delivering me from all of the striving and struggling to be holy God Almighty I praise you how
wonderful this is what a mystery it is Lord until we've come to the end

father thank you Lord for these that are here at this altar to receive Christ for the very first time I pray for
the grace to understand and to go forward I ask your Lord to help us to acknowledge you in all our ways
and you said you would direct our paths help us Lord to be the people give us the strength God to be
everything that you've called us to be and we believe for it heal marriages Lord restore relationships
change us where we're crooked you said every crooked thing would be made straight through Isaiah every
hill would be brought low every valley would be lifted up every desert place would be made plain Lord so
you said there'd be nothing could stand in front of us no mountain no valley no crooked place no
wasteland would stop us as the redeemed of God from becoming the people

that you've called us to be that's what you spoke through Isaiah and Lord John was the fulfillment of it and
God it all led to Jesus and we thank you for this Lord you are the one who brings down the mountains lifts
up the valleys makes all our crooked ways straight you are the one who takes us through barrenness and
teaches us Lord the way through it and shows us a plain path you're the one who gives us strength when
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we don't have strength you are the one Oh God who gives us a song when ours has run out Lord that the
glory should all be yours thank you for receiving us back again to you thank you Lord Jesus Christ for not
leaving us in powerless religion but bringing us into a living relationship with God Lord we thank you for
this we thank you for your Holy Spirit who searches the

scriptures and shows us things to come we thank you for the comfort that he brings to our hearts we thank
you God that we have a hope we have a future Lord we have something prepared for us God your words
that the eye has not seen the ear has not heard the things that God has planned for those that love him
thank you for these things Lord thank you God for sending us out Lord not just trying to survive but
overcoming in the power of our God making a difference in this generation Lord we thank you for it God
we praise you and we bless you give faith to our prayers Lord so that we can call out to you to bring our
sons and daughters home give us faith to believe Lord that you are the God of the impossible as you
begin to move inside of our hearts Lord let there be no more barriers no

restrictions Lord no powerlessness of religion attached to us my God make us the people that you said
that we will be a people who can speak to mountains and say people are moved and cast into the sea a
people who can call out for what we need to do the work that we're called to do and oh Jesus Son of God
if we should have such a thing as a crown one day we will cast it at your feet for we know that all that we
are and ever will be comes from your hand it doesn't come from us it comes from you from your sacrifice
your mercy your power hallelujah for thine is the kingdom the power and the glory now and forever
hallelujah thank you Lord thank you Jesus thank you Jesus thank you Lord thank you God

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/SID24776.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/bear-fruit-or-burn/
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