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Hearing the Voice of the Lord
by Carter Conlon

Hearing God's voice is essential for knowing His will and living a life of obedience and purpose.

Duration: 43:11

Topics: "Voice Of God"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher expresses concern about the state of the church in our generation. He
believes that many people have turned away from the truth and are listening to the voices of men instead
of the voice of God. The preacher emphasizes the importance of knowing and recognizing the voice of
God. He believes that only the voice of God has the power to bring life and transformation. The preacher
encourages the church to differentiate themselves from the world by listening to the voice of God and
allowing it to break through the entrenched beliefs and values of society.

Transcript

This recording is provided by Times Square Church in New York City. You're welcome to make additional
copies for free distribution to friends. All other unauthorized duplication or electronic transmission is a
violation of copyright and other applicable laws.

This recording cannot be posted on any website, however written permission to link to the Times Square
Church homepage may be requested by emailing info at timesquarechurch.org. Other recordings are
available by calling 1-800-488-0854 or by writing to Times Square Church Tape Ministry, 1657 Broadway,
New York, NY 10019. And for some it's, why can't I hear the voice of God? Psalm 29. Given to the Lord, O
ye mighty.

Verse 1. Given to the Lord glory and strength. Given to the Lord the glory due unto his name. Worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. The God of glory thundereth. The Lord is upon many waters.

The voice of the Lord is powerful. The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. The voice of the Lord breaks the
cedars.

Yea, the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. He makes them also to skip like a calf. Lebanon and Syrian
like a young unicorn.
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The voice of the Lord divides the flames of fire. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness. The Lord
shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve and discovereth the forests. And in his temple does
everyone speak of his glory. The Lord sits upon the flood.

Yea, the Lord sits king forever. The Lord will give strength unto his people. The Lord will bless his people
with peace.

Thanks be to God. No matter what the coming days hold, the Lord will bless his people with peace. Now
folks, we're living in perilous times.

If ever there was a season in history that each of us needs to be able to hear God's voice, it's now. Now
it's wonderful if you have pastors, if you're visiting, if you're a visiting pastor, if you're visiting from another
church, it's wonderful that you have men or women of God that are hearing the voice of the Lord. But folks,
it's, Jesus said, if you'll put a marker in Psalm 29 and go to John chapter 10, very, very quickly, quickly
with me.

Now, now Jesus said it plainly. It's very nice that other people hear the voice of God, but you can hear the
voice of God. God can speak to you.

He can be that voice that says to you, this is the way, walk in it. He can give you comfort. He can give you
assurance.

He can give you direction. He can give you a hope as he says in the future. And you are to hear the voice
of God and you're to hear his voice clearly and plainly.

Listen to what Jesus said. He sets it to rest in John chapter 10 in verse two or verse three. To him, the
porter opens.

He's talking about himself, Christ and the sheep hear his voice and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. So in other words, God says, I'm going to be a voice to you. And wherever you're in, if
you're in a place you shouldn't be, or if you're in trouble or trial or confusion or difficulty or despair,
whatever it is, or even just through the storms of this world, he says, I'm going to be the voice.

I'm going to call you by name. I'm going to call you individually. I'm not just going to throw out this generic
hay sheep.

Come follow me. He says, no, I'm going to call you by name. I know your name.

I know everything about you. And I'm going to call you if you can hear me and I'm going to lead you out.
And when he puts forth verse four, his own sheep, he goes before them and the sheep follow him for the
know his voice.

Now folks, you have to know his voice. It's, it's inarguable. I thank God that I've learned to hear his voice.

I know his voice. He's spoken to me over the years about so many different things. I could share
examples, but I would take up all of the preaching time this morning, just doing that from, from the time I
was just a young preacher and I'm driving home one day, I passed by an empty spot in the field and the
Holy spirit said, you're going to be living there shortly.
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Now I didn't know my house was going to burn down. I didn't know a contractor was going to build a new
home on that very spot that the Holy spirit had spoken to me. I, the moment our house burned down in
1990, I drove to that spot because that's what the Holy spirit had told me that he was going to bring me
through the fire and he was going to establish me.

And I went to that spot and a contractor was just finishing the building of a brand new home. And he said,
nobody's living here basically now in this home will be, is not for sale, but it will be very shortly. If you're
interested in buying it, that's the house we bought.

And I ended up living in this spot in the field that the Holy spirit had once spoken to me about. You see
folks there, there is something about hearing the voice of God. This is one of many, many, many
illustrations.

Now I'm not, I'm not going to preach to you something today that is mystical. I'm going to preach to you a
very practical way that you can know and hear the voice of God in our generation. Verse five says a
stranger, they will not follow, but will flee from him.

They do not know the voice of strangers. In other words, there's, there are many voices out there claiming
to speak for God, but they're strangers. They really are not hearing from God.

They're not speaking for God. There are, there are voices of your own heart that will rise up and try to
masquerade as the voice of God. Quite often it's either stubbornness or fear.

It's, it's something else that's trying to speak to you in the Lord's name, but you will know that this is not the
voice of God. Jesus said, and in verse 16, he said, other sheep I have, which are not of this fold and them
must also, I must bring and they shall hear my voice and there will be one fold and there'll be one
shepherd. So Jesus makes it very, very clear that my sheep are going to hear my voice.

They're going to hear me speaking to them. Now in Deuteronomy, if you'll go back there in the old
Testament, please with me to chapter 26. Now Moses was speaking on the Lord's behalf in this chapter of
scripture to the people of God of that time.

And here was the arrangement for lack of a better word that in this season of history that God had with his
people. And it bears witness to where we're living today in verse 17 of Deuteronomy chapter 26. He says,
thou hast devout the Lord this day to be thy God and to walk in his ways and to keep his statutes and his
commandments and his judgments and to hearken or to listen to his voice.

Now here's, here's what Moses is saying to the people. Here's what you said to God. You said to God,
we'll walk in your ways.

We will obey what you tell us. We'll keep your commandments and the pathways you set before us. And
we will listen to your voice.

Now God would speak to those who wanted to hear him in the manner that he did in this season of
scriptural history. And verse 18, it says in the Lord has avowed to be this day to be his peculiar people, as
he has promised you and that you should keep all his commandments and to make you high above the
nations, which he has made in praise and in name and in honor, that thou mayest be a holy people unto
the Lord, thy God, as he has spoken. Now, here's what Moses is saying.
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You, you've promised to obey him and to hear his voice and the Lord promised to you today or in this
generation that he will make you an unusual people. As Paul said, a people who seem to know their way
in the midst of darkness, a people who are changing, not from confusion to confusion, as the world is
going, but from image to image and glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord, he's promised to do
this. And he's promised to make you high above all nations, which he has made in praise and in name and
in honor.

Isaiah speaks about a day of fire coming to the whole world, but he says in that day, there's going to be a
song that's going to be heard in the midst of the world. It's going to be a song, a glorifying to God, even in
the midst of the fire in this particular day that he speaks about. And the Lord says, I promise to do this for
you.

If you'll hear my voice, if you'll walk in truth, as I speak it to you, I'll make you high above the nations.
When nations are turning into confusion, when ambassadors of peace are weeping bitterly, when men's
hearts are failing them for fear of the things that are coming upon the earth, God says, I'm going to bring
you above these things. And you're going to be a people who know where you're going.

You're going to be a people who are able to praise in the midst of calamity. You're not going to be
confounded by the events that begin to unfold around you, because you're going to know who I am. You're
going to know I'm able to keep you and you're going to know where you're going.

You'll be supernaturally sustained in the midst of trouble. And that you may be a holy people unto the
Lord, that God, as he has spoken. Now, God says, I'm going to make you different than the people of this
world.

Your value base is going to be different than the value base of this world. You're not going to be going to a
polluted well to find drink in this time of worldwide thirst for truth that is now even begun upon us today.
But I'm going to make you a people who have substance.

You know who I am. And subsequently, you know also who you are. Now, this was the promise of God in
Deuteronomy chapter 26.

Yet, as we go ahead in history to judges in chapter two, the Lord said, you've not, I called you. I'm going to
paraphrase it, but he said, I called you to go in among the people. I called you to be different to me.

I called you to tear down their altars. But he said, you've not obeyed my voice. Why have you done this?
Oh, folks, I wonder sometimes is, is this the cry of God to his church in our generation? The things that I
wanted to do, the things that I would have done, how I would have glorified my name through you, how
American society and Canadian society and Western society could be different in our generation.

But a people arose that didn't know the ways of God and had no heart to hear his voice any longer and
began to listen to the voices of men and not the voice of God. Didn't the apostle Paul say in the last days
that men ears are going to be turned away from the truth and they're going to start listening to stories.
They're not going to be hearing the voice of God any longer.

They'll hear stories, moral stories, even stories about God stories about perhaps good things, but it's not
the voice of God. And the evidence of it is only the voice of God has the power to bring life out of nothing.
Stories can't bring life folks.
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Entertainment can't bring life. Theories about God can't bring life. The voice of God brings life.

I remind you that it was the voice of God that called Lazarus out of the grave. There were no seven steps
to resurrection involved. It was God's voice and Lazarus responding to his voice in Exodus chapter 19.

Moses led the people out of Egypt and he came to back to the mountain where it had all began. And the
Lord distinguished Moses from other men by the fact that he spoke to him. The scripture says by a voice,
you see, others could come close to the mountain, but they had to keep a distance.

They were not privy to this and they could observe it. And they heard the trumpet blast. They heard this
incredible moment really in the old Testament that was simply announcing.

It was foreshadowing the fact that God was going to come one day as a man. And he was going to speak
with a clear voice to all who wanted to hear him. And they were kept at a distance from this mountain.

And all they could do was observe it. They couldn't even touch it. They would die if they touched the
mountain and they saw Moses go up and they heard the voice of God speaking to Moses.

And this is, of course, is what differentiated this man from the rest of the society that was all around him.
Folks, what will differentiate the church in our generation from the world, the society? Airwaves and
television waves are just filled with endless stupidity and chatter about the future, about the past, about
today, about tomorrow, about values, about society. What distinguishes the people of God? We're not
listening to these voices.

We're not even listening to the voice of the frailty of our own hearts. There is a voice. This voice created
the universe.

This voice put the stars in heaven. This voice, this voice commanded life to come into dust and dust
became man. This voice is the voice that will speak to the church of Jesus Christ in the last days.

And in the power of this voice, we will be made different than other men. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to
God.

Now, many people, even today, they observe, they observe men who hear from God and women who
hear from God. They stand back, they read books, they discuss great heroes of the past, people, men and
women who truly heard from God, who went out and did exploits in his name. But they're observers.

They stand back and they say, isn't this marvelous? Isn't it wonderful? They even do seminars on it, but
they don't really hear his voice themselves. They don't, they don't come near to this place where they can
actually hear God personally and intimately speaking to them. And I began to pray about this these last
couple of weeks.

And I said, God, why, why are they not hearing his voice? Why is there such confusion in the church of
Jesus Christ? Why are people seemingly coming close, but they can't lay hold of the simplicity really of
Christ speaking to men as he promised he would. I'm going to give you three reasons the Lord spoke to
me. Firstly, they don't have the mind of Christ.

They don't have the mind of Christ. Now go to first Corinthians chapter two, please. Acts, Romans, first
Corinthians chapter two and verse 14, they don't have his mind.
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And I'm going to explain to you what that means and why they don't have it. Now in first Corinthians
chapter two and verse 14, Paul says, but the natural man receives not the things of the spirit of God for
their foolishness to him. And neither can he know them because they're spiritually discerned, but he that is
spiritual judges all things.

Yet he himself is judged of no man for who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him. Now
Paul makes a profound statement. He says, but we have the mind of Christ.

Now, when you look it up in the Greek new Testament, the word mind means the ability to perceive with
the mind as distinct from feeling. In other words, we can know what he's thinking. We have his mind, Paul
says, not will be given his mind.

No, Paul says we have his mind. We know who God is. We know what God is thinking.

Now let me try to make it simple for you. When Joshua was commissioned to bring the people of God into
the promised land, the Lord gave him a commandment. And he said, Joshua set the statutes of the word
of God.

Of course, the Joshua had, which would be the books of Moses in that day. He said, set these statutes
and these words before you. And he said, meditate in them day and night.

And he told Joshua, then you will be successful in all that you set out to do. Meditate in them. You see the
mind of Christ is revealed in this book.

This is the mind of Christ. Folks, it's foolishness to get out of this book and say, I'm going to find the mind
of Christ. I'm going to find out what God is thinking.

He's already given full revelation of what he's thinking. If you want to know what God's going to do in the
future in America, read the book. It's all in there.

He acts within the limits of his own boundaries of his own character. What he has done, he always will do.
That's why the writer says in Hebrews, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever.

He doesn't change. You can know his mind. You can know what he's thinking.

You can know where he's moving and where he's going. If you are in the book, you've got to be people of
the book. You've got to read the book.

Your mind must be in the book. You must saturate your thought in the book, folks. Get away from
television.

Get away from radio. Get away from reading idiotic magazines and get your mind in the book. Read the
book.

You can know what God is speaking. He doesn't speak outside of what he's already spoken, beloved. He
will bring things that you have learned.

The scripture says back into your remembrance again. He will remind you what he's spoken. When you
run into trial and difficult and trouble and you're looking for direction into the future, God will speak to you
out of this book.
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It was in April, 1994. I went into my office and I had a sense that God wanted to speak to me that morning.
I can't explain it to you other than there's a heightening comes into my spirit.

I've become more aware of things around me than I normally am. I don't know how else to describe it. I
went into my office.

I said to my secretary, I don't want to be disturbed for the next few hours. And I told him straight out, the
Lord is going to speak something to me. I went to my desk and he said to me, just go where you are
already in your devotional time.

I read in four places in the Bible every day. And where I started was in first Chronicles chapter 28. That's
where I was.

He says, now read this. And so I began to read it. And at first Chronicles chapter 28 is where David, the
King had prepared to build a house and God came and spoke to him.

He said, you're going to, you have a son called Solomon and this son, you're going to give to him the
pattern of the house by the spirit. And you're going to show him the place of the inner parlors and the outer
parlors and the mercy seat. And all of these things that Solomon at this point is not aware of yet.

He doesn't understand the fullness of it. And he is going to come and be as it is the extended arm of what
God had already begun through King David. And the Lord spoke to my heart and said, I'm sending you to
a place.

Another man has begun to work and he has made great preparation for this work. And he understands
mysteries that you don't yet know. And he's going to teach you about the mercy seat and you're going to
learn how to commit and go out among men.

And you're going to learn things that you don't know yet. I'm sending you there soon. Now, folks, I was so
sure that God had spoken to me.

I left my office. I went to my associate pastor next door in the next office. I said, you need to now prepare
to take this church over.

I'll be leaving shortly. I've been there seven years full time and about three years while I had a dual career.
And I said, I'll be leaving shortly.

I knew the voice of God. I knew he was sending me. The subsequent Sunday, a man came to me after
service and said, I'd like to buy your house.

I thought it was very interesting. I didn't know where I was going and already a man wants to buy my
house. Three weeks after this word was spoken, Pastor David called my wife and at home and asked if I'd
be willing to come and speak here on a Tuesday night.

And of course, the rest is history. I knew in my heart, God had spoken to me. And you see, folks, you can
hear, you can hear the voice of God, but you have to have the mind of Christ.

You see, he spoke to me out of my devotions. This is the point I'm trying to make. It's where I was already
reading and he didn't speak to me some mystical thing that just sounds like God, which is where so many
people are today.
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I was reading and he said, this is where I'm taking you. This is what's going to happen in your life. This is
where you're going to go.

And you're going to help finish a house that another man has already begun and has made great
preparation for. The second reason why people don't hear the voice of God is one of the most obvious is
that they're unwilling to hear what the Lord wants to speak. It's as simple as that.

They don't want to hear what he wants to speak. They're looking only for agreement when they go to
prayer and not for direction and not for correction. Most certainly they have a view of themselves.

They have a view. This is one of the biggest problems in the ministry today. Why ministers don't hear from
God.

They have an image of themselves. They have a goal they want to attain. They have a view of how they
see themselves in ministry.

And so they're willing to hear anything that confirms their self view, but they're not willing to hear if God
wants to speak something that's completely out of their image of themselves. And so they read the Bible
for agreement. They look for confirmation.

You'll hear that word. They're always looking for confirmation, not correction. Confirmation.

I'm on a journey and I'm looking for confirmation. Oh, this morning, praise God, I got another confirmation
instead of another correction or another direction. Oh, folks, I never want to get so boxed in that I'm not
willing to hear what the Lord wants to speak anymore.

What he wants to say to me, what he wants to do, what he wants to make me into. And secondly, they're
looking for the master plan and not for the first steps. Oh, so many people are saying, Oh God, let me hear
your voice.

Show me your will for my life. And of course they're, they're, they're jumping over 50 years of learning and
the will is always, I'm laying hands on the sick and they're recovering. I'm casting out devils.

I'm preaching to thousands, uh, just eliminating the whole process that's supposed to take them there. Oh,
show me the master plan. You know, I'll, I'll leave my job.

If you'll show me the thousands ahead, I'll do it. God, if I, if I can just see the miracles happening, I
remember years ago as a young pastor, we had just renovated this church and it was really a beautiful
building. It was small, but it was very, very beautiful.

We brought it back to its original condition and problem we had at that time is we didn't have a cleaner and
we couldn't afford one. And so I was praying in the church one day, so Lord, it's up. So the floors were
beautiful.

Everything was new. How are we going to keep this place clean? Now I'm looking for the master plan and
the first step was a mop that was in the closet and the Lord says, you clean it. I had a man called me one
time.

He was in ministry training and he said, pastor, the Lord spoken to me this morning about greatness. I'm
going to have, my life is destined for greatness. And I said, Oh, that's wonderful.
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I said, Jesus said, the greatest among you will be your servant. I said, I need a cleaner for the church. He
said to me, that's not quite what I had in mind.

That was the exact words. It's not quite what I had in mind. The Lord said to me, no, you clean the church,
you take the mop, you clean the floors every week and you just do it indefinitely.

That's the plan. And so I took the mop and every week after church, move the chairs, clean the floors for, I
don't know, for quite a long time, for months. And finally, one day a man walked in, he saw me cleaning
the floors and he said, pastor, pastor, he says, what are you doing? I said, I'm cleaning the church.

He says, never again, never again. After this day, will you touch, you have to touch a mop or clean this
church? He said, that's my job. You see, the Lord spoke to him, the Lord and that man until the days left
and beyond was cleaning that church.

And he was a very, very faithful man in cleaning the church. Folks, it's important that you don't pray just
looking for the master plan. Start with the first steps.

The first things are first. God has to speak to you. Don't look for the master plan.

He's going to speak about things. Oh yes. Oh Lord, use my life for your glory.

Well, start leading devotions in your own home. Oh God, make me a kind and loving man. Start speaking
kindly to your wife or to your husband, man.

First steps, first steps. And many people don't hear his voice because they're not willing to hear these first
steps. It's as simple as that.

First things first. I do hear God speaking to me, but I have to tell you years ago, it started with the little
things like take back that, go pay for that picnic table you stole. I've told you that story when I first got
saved.

For those of you who don't know it, you'll have to go and find the tape and get it for yourself. Forgive that
person who wronged you. First steps, first steps.

Steps of obedience. I started thinking about it over the years and all the little things that God asked me to
do. Some were easy, some were hard, some were tasteful, some were extremely distasteful, but they
were little things.

And many of them were just tests that the Lord, one time he asked me to go and ask forgiveness to a
motorcycle gang member that I'd gotten in a fistfight with before I was saved. And now you're starting to
learn more about me than you ever knew before. And I thought this vile man, you want me to go and ask
his forgiveness? He said, yes, go ask his forgiveness.

I did everything I could to find this man. And I couldn't find him. Went to former residences, went to the
house, even went to the courtroom and court system to try it.

And there was, it's like he'd fallen off the earth. He was gone. I was driving home from the courthouse one
day and I said, Lord, why did you have me do this? I can't find this man.
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And suddenly, as clearly as I'm speaking to you, the Holy Spirit said, I just wanted to see if you would obey
me. I knew you couldn't find him, but I wanted to know if you would go, if I asked you, would you obey me?
I'd gone through three weeks of inner turmoil, thinking of what am I going to say to this man? I've been in
court with this man. I've been fighting in the street with this man.

What am I going to say to him? And the issue was not what I'm going to say. The issue is what I'd go to
him and ask his forgiveness for hating him the way that I had. And this is as a young Christian, mind you,
this is not, it's a long time ago.

The third reason people don't hear the voice of God is that they're not truly living for the glory of God.
That's one of the bigger ones, not truly living for God's glory. Matthew chapter three, I'm just going to
share it with you.

Verse 17, Jesus came, was baptized of John and a voice, the scripture says, came from heaven. This is
my beloved son in whom I'm a voice, an audible voice. Matthew writes about it, I believe Mark writes about
it.

This is my beloved son. You see, when you're living for his glory, it's not only you, but others around you
begin to hear the voice of God through your life. Living for his glory.

That means Jesus, everything I am and have bring glory to your name through it. Be honored through me.
Let people be forced to deal with your goodness and the reality of who you are.

Let them experience hope and fear if necessary, and the touch of the hand of God through my life. I
prayed again recently, Lord, everything I have, everything I am belongs to you. All I ask is that you bring
glory to your name.

Just bring glory to your name. Just let people be speaking the name Jesus reverently. Let sinners find
Christ.

Let the oppressed be free. Let the praises of God be sung in our generation. I don't have any other reason
to live.

I don't want to live for any other reason but to see Christ glorified. Folks, that's when you begin to hear his
voice. That's when he really begins to speak to your heart.

In Psalm 29, he says, Give to the Lord, O you mighty, give to the Lord glory and strength. In other words,
live in a way that Christ is glorified. Live in a way that the weak find strength.

Live in a way that men and women who need to know the way out find it because you have a voice
speaking through you. The voice of Christ. You're not speaking just theories about God, but his voice is
speaking through you.

There's something of God that's interwoven with your character. You're going from strength to strength
and image to image. You don't care what people think about you anymore.

It doesn't matter. It's what they think about Jesus Christ. Give him strength.

Give glory to him. The voice of the Lord is upon many waters. In other words, there can't be a place that I'll
say to God, I won't go.
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There can't be something I say I won't do. If he is my master, if truly he is my Christ and my Lord, this is
his world. It's his vineyard.

I belong to him. His mission is to reach every man, woman and child ever born in the face of this earth. His
voice is upon many waters.

And if that's where his voice is, that's where I'll be too as well. The voice of the Lord is powerful. The voice
of the Lord is full of majesty.

When you're speaking for God, there is a sense of awe that comes into the heart of the hardest of hearers.
There's a sense of hope and expectancy comes into those that have been lied to all their lives about who
they are, who God is, what is the purpose of this world and where they're going. It melts into the dust when
the voice of God is speaking.

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars. That means that the entrenched things, things that have been
spoken into people and cultures and countries that the enemy and natural men say cannot be broken,
cannot change. There's no way to reverse this.

No, the voice of the Lord breaks the cedar right until breaks the hardest of places. He brings joy, says in
verse six, he makes them to skip like a calf. In other words, he brings joy where there was sorrow.

He brings freedom where there was bondage. He brings hope where there was helplessness and
hopelessness and despair. This is what the voice of the Lord does.

In God's name, we must speak for him again in this generation. The voice of the Lord divides the flames of
fire. The voice of God takes people through trials, takes people through difficulties and societies and
moments in history where trouble comes.

The voice of the Lord shows the way through and says, I'll walk with you. You'll not be burned. You'll not
drown.

Not a hair on your head is going to perish. The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness, these dry and
empty places where the devil would have you believe that there's no way out. God's not hearing you.

God doesn't care. God's voice comes, says, I'm going to shake all this. I'm going to bring you out of this
wilderness that wants to swallow you.

The voice of the Lord makes the hinds the cab. That means brings life where there's no life. Even today, if
I am speaking for God, there has to be a stirring in your heart that want causing you to want life where you
don't have life and to bring you into something of God where you've been trying to get out in your own
strength.

And the voice of the Lord, verse nine, discovers the forests. In other words, unravels mysteries, shows the
way out, gives revelation of the master plan. You don't get lost in the midst of these things.

He says, I'll show you the reason that things are and how you fit in the overall picture. And in his temple,
everyone speaks of his glory in his temple. I'm the temple of the Holy ghost.

You are the temple of the Holy ghost. It's one thing to clap our hands in this building on Sunday morning,
but it's another thing to clap your hands on Monday night at home in his temple. Everyone speaks of his
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glory.

Oh God, where you've taken me, what you've done for me, what you have molded me into where you're
making me to go. Oh God, I give you glory. I give you honor.

I give you praise for only you could do this. Nobody got God could do this. The passion you're putting in
my heart, the compassion for the lost, the ability to have faith, to believe from the miraculous God
almighty.

It's you and you alone that could do these things. No one else could do it. Hallelujah to the lamb of God.

Now, some people feel that I'm willing to hear the voice of God, but I'm so weak. I struggle so much and
all, all you expect is a voice of condemnation. If God truly speaks to me, then he's going to take away the
last vestige of hope that I have to even go to his house.

But I want to remind you in Exodus chapter three and verse four, when Moses was at the weakest point in
his life, in his own estimation, he had failed the commission of God. He had no longer an ability to speak.
He didn't consider himself a leader.

And it was at this point that God called him out of the bush and he could still hear the voice of God.
Blessed be the name of God. No matter where you are today, God is still speaking to you.

And if you will open your heart, life comes, victory comes, power comes, glory comes to the name of
Jesus Christ. Jesus himself said in John 5, 28, the hour is coming in which all that are in the grave shall
hear his voice. Hallelujah.

In all that are in the graves. Now this is somebody who's beyond weak. This is somebody who's sitting
here this morning saying, I'm not weak.

I'm dead. I have no hope. I have no help.

I can't get out of this. I've been this way too long. The Lord says, yeah, there's a historical moment coming
when the dead are going to rise.

But till that day, the dead can still hear the voice of God. I'm speaking to you. If you're in a place where you
can't get out, you have no power to get out.

The voice of the Lord will bring you out. Hallelujah. That's why the writer of Hebrews says today, if you will
hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

Don't ever say God can't. Hallelujah. Don't ever say God can't.

He can do all things. Ironically, in the kingdom of God, it's the weaker people who become the greater
because they're truly willing to give glory to God. They have no image to uphold of themselves.

They have no name that they feel they have to garner among the nations. They're just willing to give glory
to Christ. Lazarus couldn't do anything but just get out of the grave.

And yet he got himself to the place where people wanted to kill him for his testimony, because it was
overthrowing the falseness of religion that was all around him. If you can hear his voice, don't harden your
heart. In his temple, the psalmist David says, everyone speaks of his glory.
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Could this be the beginning of something for you today? When you start speaking of his glory, it's the
things that you couldn't get out of by yourself and places you can't go in your own strength, and God
begins to do it. And you get to the place where you're living with such an awe of Christ in your heart that at
night no one is around to listen to it. It's not in the church service, but you're just, oh God, you're just
speaking of his glory.

I look around at my family today. My oldest son is in China. My daughter's in India.

I just look around. I see what God is doing in my family. I walk down the beach with my little grandson
holding my hand.

I say, oh God, oh God, oh God. I think of what it would have been had I not known you. If I would even be
alive today had I not known him and if I had, I would be in a divorce situation and my family would be
scattered everywhere, and I know for a fact that's what would happen.

I was a very selfish man. Oh God, oh God, thank you. Oh God, thank you.

By the way, I'm going to be a grandpa for the second time in April. My daughter-in-law came in one
morning. She was very tired.

She's an EMT worker, and she sat at the table, and I looked at her, and the Holy Spirit said she's
pregnant. For real, the voice of God. I told my wife.

I said, she's pregnant. She said, how do you know? I said, the Holy Spirit told me she's pregnant. Four
days later, the doctor confirmed what the Holy Spirit had told me.

She's pregnant. Praise God. You can hear his voice.

If you're wanting to live for his glory, he'll speak to you through the scriptures, and it may not be what you
want to hear. He'll take you out of your image of yourself and take you into the image of Christ. He'll make
you what truly brings glory to his name.

If he is speaking to you today, this is really my altar call. I want to sing that song again, Greg, if we can.
How great is our God.

If you're willing to believe it in your situation. If God's voice is speaking to you today, to obey this little
thing, perhaps, that he's been speaking to for years, but you've negated obeying it, and you need the
strength of God to do it. Maybe you're entrapped, and you don't see the way out of your situation, whether
it's a personal situation.

It could be financial. It could be sin, but you don't see your way out. But today, if you can hear his voice,
don't harden your heart.

Let Christ do a miracle for you. Let him break the chains, open the doors, and you become one that
speaks about his glory in this generation. In his temple, everyone speaks of his glory.

Father, thank you. Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you.

God, I bend my knee. I confess with my tongue that you are my Lord, my Savior, my all and all. Oh, Lord, I
am so grateful.
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I am so grateful. I ask you, Lord, this world needs to see you again and hear your voice in your church. Do
something miraculous today.

Let it be something that's beyond human words. Right this very moment, Holy Spirit, would you just
whisper to every heart things that you've been sent to show every person called by the name of Christ,
things of the future. Jesus said of the Holy Spirit, he will show you things to come.

Help us now to hear and to be a church that moves in the supernatural. We can hear the voice of the Holy
Spirit. God, be merciful to this city.

I ask you, Father, in Jesus' name, don't let the people of this city die in their sin. Give every person a
chance to hear. Speak through your church, Lord, to this generation.

Send revival, Lord, to all denominations in this city. Let the fire of God touch every pulpit, fill every house,
Lord. Start today in us.

Start here. Start in us, Lord. Let the glory of the Lord come.

The glory of God. I want only those who want to sing this song, not as a song of thanksgiving for the past,
but are believing for the future, and especially those that are facing what you feel is an impossibility, but
the voice of God is speaking to you. Declare him to be great, and he will be great.

He said, here's the deal. You hear my voice, and I'll make you a peculiar people. That's the deal.

You hear me speaking to you. You believe me, and I will perform what I promised to you. Hallelujah.

As we stand together in the annex, you can stand between the screens, please. Main sanctuary, if you
had to slip out, meet me at this altar. We're going to worship for the next few minutes this morning.

Thank you, mighty God. Thank you, Jesus. Now, there's really no need.

I was just in prayer, and the Holy Spirit just... There's no need to lead you in prayer, because you've
agreed with God. You're here, and now you've got to do what the scripture says. In his temple, everyone
speaks of his glory.

That's what faith will produce, that glorious speaking of Christ, that act two moment where you step out
into the public and say, let me tell you what God is going to do for me. Let me tell you what he's spoken to
me, where he's going to take me, and what he's going to do to glorify his name through my life. I'd like us
to sing one more song before we go today.

The Lord is high above the heavens. He's above your circumstance, your frailty, your weakness, your fear.
He's higher.

You've got to declare him as higher, declare him as such.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/16/SID16178.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/hearing-the-voice-of-the-lord/
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