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It's Time for the Weak to Rise
by Carter Conlon

The church must recognize its weakness and seek God's strength, rising up to fight for the truth and seeking

God's power and mercy.

Duration: 42:21

Scripture: 1 Samuel 19:8-12, Matthew 6:33

Topics: "Weakness"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker acknowledges the presence of forces that seek to silence the voice of Christ
and diminish the influence of Christianity in society. They emphasize that human plans have failed and
that there is a need for believers to stand in weakness and rely on God's power. The speaker shares a
personal experience of preaching in a war zone in Africa, where over a hundred thousand people
responded to the message of forgiveness and salvation. The sermon concludes with a call for believers to
boldly share the message of God's love and forgiveness with the current generation, despite opposition.

Transcript

Father, one more time, we gather in your name. One more generation, one more group of people, 400
years later. We recognize that there are forces at work to take away this incredible testimony of freedom
that we have known as a people.

We recognize that there are enemies who would want to silence the voice of Christ in our time and the
influence of Christianity in our borders. And Lord, we don't have a plan. The best laid plans of men have
already failed, and there are no new ones that are going to meet the battle that we face in this hour.

And so we stand before you today, Lord, just as they did. We stand in weakness and not in strength, and
we have no plan apart from you. You're the only one who can give the victory.

You're the only one who can turn the tide of this dark moment in our history. God Almighty, in the name of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, we ask you to rebuke the powers of darkness that would swallow the
testimony of Christ in our time. We ask you to push back the enemies of righteousness.

We ask you to dispel the plans of evil. We ask you, Lord, to speak, oh God, to the every principality and
power of hell and every wickedness in high places and command it to recede into the sea. We ask you,
Lord, again for a spiritual awakening in the borders of this country, which you founded, Lord.
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We recognize that you founded this nation. Nobody else did this, Lord. You did it.

You led the first settlers here, God. You caused the native peoples to make peace with them. Lord, you
propagated the gospel throughout this nation.

You raised this country to a place of prominence where it became the envy of the known world. You gave
intelligence and wisdom, God, far beyond the abilities and reasonings of man. You gave us a system of
government that's for the people and by the people.

Lord God, we ask you to consider the threatenings of darkness, oh God, that are against this generation.
One more time, stretch out your hand to heal and let mighty signs and wonders be done in the name of
your holy child, Jesus. We ask you to shake the place where we are gathered, each of us.

My God, shake the place where we are gathered. Take us deeper. Take us farther than we've ever gone
before.

Give us boldness, Lord. Let the giftings of your Holy Spirit begin to abound again in your house and
among your people. Lord God, have mercy for your holy namesake.

Not for our sakes, Lord, but for your holy namesake. We realize, Lord, that as a people, we have failed
you. We recognize, Lord, that we've dealt deceitfully with the great grace you gave us as a nation.

But Lord, we're not coming in our merit. We're coming to you, Lord, who went to a cross. We're coming to
the one who said, Father, forgive them.

They don't know what they are doing. And we ask you for one more outpouring of mercy in our generation
from coast to coast and from sea to sea. Father, we thank you with all of our heart.

Oh God almighty, God almighty, God almighty. Years ago, I went to an altar. I felt like I had nothing to give
you.

But you took it, Lord, and you multiplied it. And so here I am again, Lord. I don't have any more than I had
then.

But I have you, Lord. And in you, I have all things. So God, raise up a voice.

Raise your voice up in this generation through your church and through your people. Bring your people
back to life, oh God. And cause those that are weak to be raised up one more time in our generation, Lord.

And we thank you, God, with all of our heart and praise you for it in Jesus' name. Amen, amen. The title of
the thought the Lord has given me this morning is it's time for the weak to rise.

It's time for the weak to rise. Psalm 59, please, if you go there in your Bibles. Psalm 59.

Now Psalm 59 was written at a time in David, the future King of Israel, in his life, when the anointing was
no longer held in awe. You recognize that there was a season in David's life where the anointing on his life
was obviously held in awe. As he would walk by, people would speak of him, the presence of God that
would come into his life.

The fact that his worship alone could drive devils away from the King of Israel at that time, that he could
stand against a giant when nobody in the whole nation had the courage to do that. And his name would be
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sung. And the scripture tells us that his name was being proclaimed everywhere.

But a season came when this anointing, this former anointing or present anointing, was no longer held in
awe and his public presence was no longer appreciated. Very much like the church of Jesus Christ in
America today, where the former anointings, the presence, the glory, the awakenings, the great history,
the beautiful songs that have been sung in our coasts, the wonderful, wonderful, wonderful presence of
God and blessing and prosperity of God that came because of the honoring of Christ and the honoring of
the word of God, is no longer held in esteem in much of the country anymore. And the public presence of
Christ and his people is no longer appreciated.

You know that because you work in this world. Most of you here today, you work today and you
understand how dangerous it can be to even have a biblical worldview. Now, it's not appreciated.

What used to be the glory of God is now called bigotry and hate and indifference, et cetera, et cetera.
Labeled with names that have no basis in reality. Let me just set the stage for Psalm 59.

It's found in 1 Samuel 19, 8 to 12. I'll just read it to you. And there was war again and David went out and
fought with the Philistines and struck them with a mighty blow and they fled from him.

So there's a season in David's life where the anointing is still on his life. It's always been there. The power
of God.

In other words, in the church of Jesus Christ, we may have lost sight of it, but there is no diminishing of the
anointing of God. Presence of God is still with you, still with me, still with us as a people. Coast to coast,
church to church, place to place.

We may have lost sight of it, but it's still there. Now, the distressing spirit from the Lord came upon Saul as
he sat in his house with his spear in his hand and David was playing music with his hand. Then Saul
sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away from Saul's presence and he drove the
spear into the wall.

So David fled and escaped that night. Saul also sent messengers to David's house to watch him and to kill
him in the morning. And Michael, David's wife told him saying, if you do not save your life tonight,
tomorrow you will be killed.

So Michael let David down through a window and he went and he fled and he escaped. And it's in that
context that he wrote the words to Psalm 59. Deliver me from my enemies, O my God.

Defend me from those who rise up against me. Deliver me from the workers of iniquity and save me from
bloodthirsty men. For look, they lie in wait for my life.

The mighty gather against me, not for my transgression or for my sin, O Lord. They run and prepare
themselves through no fault of mine. In other words, there's a sudden rising up of a society in David's time,
looking to find fault, looking to take his life, not because of any wrong he had done, but just the fact that he
was the anointed of God.

Awake to help me and behold you therefore, O Lord, God of hosts, the God of Israel, awake to punish all
the nations. Do not be merciful to any wicked transgressors. At evening they return.

They growl like a dog. They go all about around the city. Indeed, they belch with their mouth.
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Swords are in their lips for they say, who hears? But you, O Lord, shall laugh at them. You shall have all
the nations in derision. I will wait for you, O his strength.

For God is my defense. My God of mercy shall come to me. God shall let me see my desire on my
enemies.

Do not slay them, lest my people forget. Scatter them by your power and bring them down, O Lord, our
shield. For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, let them be even taken in their pride.

And for the cursing and lying which they speak. Consume them in wrath. Consume them that they may not
be.

And let them know that God rules in Jacob to the ends of the earth. And at evening they return. They growl
like a dog and go all around the city.

They wander up and down for food and howl if they're not satisfied. But I will sing of your power. I will sing
aloud of your mercy in the morning.

For you have been my defense and refuge in the day of my trouble. To you, O my strength, I will sing
praises. For God is my defense.

My God of mercy. If you could possibly turn that fan off, somebody here that's, I appreciate that very
much. It's cold.

I'm old and it's cold. Okay. Thank you.

America has been a nation of religious freedom. Our laws have been based on the laws of God. We've not
been perfect, but we've had a willingness to hear and to be corrected when needed.

We've had a great history of spiritual awakenings and I can't help but think of the beautiful songs and the
prayers that have been uttered in this nation for 400 years. Now today, you and I are living in a generation
where the testimony of Christ through his church is surrounded by those who would take the life of Christ
from us if they could. That's not even debatable.

It's getting worse every day. It's getting more evil every day. And we find ourselves in a place of
wondering, God, what can we do? How can we fight against this pervading thought that's come in like a
flood, attempting to swallow everything of God, everything that is godly, from the institution of marriage to
the definition of family.

We are finding ourselves in a generation very similar to that which the children of Israel were in in Egypt.
Our children, our firstborn, are being thrown into the rivers of confusion. Gender confusion, deliberately
might I add.

Confusion about the existence of God. Our high school students are being forbidden to pray in a nation
that was founded on the right of every man, woman, and child to worship God according to conscience.
Our university students are being radicalized against both God and their own country right before us.

And we recognize that we're on the precipice of tipping from what this nation has been for 400 years into a
place of unrecognizable godlessness. We're at the tipping point. It's not that it's coming a few years down
the road.
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We're at the tipping point. God in his mercy has given us a refuge for just a very, very short time. I believe
to consider our ways.

I believe that to turn back and begin to pray again and begin to seek him, to recognize, to stop all of our
boasting and bragging and start calling ourselves what we are not and start agreeing with God and say,
Lord, we have fallen. We've failed. We are not as strong as we'd like to pretend we are.

And all of our boasting and all of our bravado and all of the big voices that are being raised up in the
church and yet our whole nation is sliding quickly into darkness. Now, David knew his own history and he
knew the power of God just as we do. We know the power of God.

We know that in New York City, there was a great spiritual awakening in 1857 that virtually swept the
country with tens, if not hundreds of thousands swept into the kingdom of God. Started by just one little
group of people who began to pray, who are concerned about the future that was before them. We know
our history.

We know that in New York City, there were great, great men and women of God that have preached here.
We know that there's a history of godliness in our nation and the power of God. But in spite of knowing all
of this, when the threatening came against him, he went into a season of seeking to hide and to preserve
himself.

And this is what much of the church of Jesus Christ is actually facing today. Many, many, many of God's
choices, servants, I believe are going to go in there into or going into hiding. They're starting to cave under
the social pressure of the day.

They're afraid for their own futures. They're afraid because we've not had to be a warrior church in our
generation. We've been soft.

We've been raised on marshmallows in the house of God. And suddenly we find ourselves fighting against
darkness and we've forgotten that there's an armor that's available for us through Jesus Christ, by the
power of the Holy Spirit. And many, many preachers are caving under the social pressure of this day to
redefine things that God is not willing to redefine, to call evil things good and to call good things evil.

God help you. If you're a pastor out there and you are caving in to the godlessness of this day, God help
you. If you are defying the word of God, answer me this question, how will you fare when you stand one
day at the throne of Christ? How will you get by the absolute one who does, he says, if you add anything
to the word of God or you take anything out of it, he will remove your place from eternal life.

So tell me, how will you get around that? It was in this place of compromise that David, the King, the future
King eventually ended up standing on the wrong side of the battle. I've preached about it here before. He
affiliated himself.

He ended up running. He wanted to preserve himself. He made an affiliation with the Philistines and he
ends up on the wrong side of the battle against the armies of Israel, of God.

I mean, I can't even fathom what was in his mind, standing and opposing the side on which he once stood.
It's like a preacher who just knows what the word of God says, but ends up standing on the other side of
what the word of God says, actually opposing the kingdom of God. How did David get there other than he
was attempting to preserve himself? There's a point coming folks.
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And I thought about it as I prayed in that house founded, built by the first settlers of America. How far are
we willing to go for the sake of truth? Are we going to live to preserve ourselves in this generation or are
we going to rise up and fight for something a little higher than just living a comfortable life? Are our
children worth standing up or may I put it this way, are our children worth going to our knees for and
petitioning God to do something that only God can do? The children in our high schools, are they worth
fighting for? The children in our colleges, are we willing to escape our comfort zone and begin to stand
having studied the word of God? Not ashamed before those who stand with shameful opinions about what
truth should be or shouldn't be. But it was in that place, in the place where David found himself, that
suddenly the hand of God came on him again, firstly causing the leaders of the Philistines to reject him.

This darkened generation, for those who are compromising truth for the sake of preserving yourself, this
darkened generation will only endure you as long as they have to, then they will reject you. That's exactly
what happened to King David and the men with him. They endured him, they endured his presence.

And then eventually, because the grace of God was still on him, he was rejected by the Philistine Lords.
And he went back to that which was his hometown to find out that it had been swallowed up, destroyed,
captivated by the enemies of God. David, the great King to be, David, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, David
that could drive demons out with the songs that God would give him, David who could take a sling and
face a giant, David who could defeat a bear and a lion, now finds himself in a place of weakness.

He finds himself because of his own compromise in a place where he has no strength to go forward. The
men around him have no strength to go forward. They talk actually of stoning him because they're blaming
him for the trouble that's come into their lives and into their homes.

But it was in this place of weakness that David turned to prayer again, only to find out that God had
already answered the prayer that he prayed in Psalm 59. It's amazing when you think of it. And what I'm
trying to tell you this morning is that there are some prayers that you prayed a long time ago that you've
forgotten about, but God's answering them today.

You may think that he forgot. You may think that that thing is a long time ago, but David prays virtually this
prayer in Psalm 59 at the precipice actually of going into the season of trial and difficulty and being
intermixed in a sense with that which he should have fought against. And it's really when he comes to the
end of himself in this place that he begins to pray again, only to find out that God really has answered his
prayer all along.

There's some people here today, you feel so weak. You feel like you have no future. You have no hope.

And you forget that five, 10 years ago, you said, God, lead me. I'll follow you. God, use my life for your
glory.

And he said, okay. Now there's been a journey after that. And somehow you can get it into your mind and
into your head that God's forgotten me.

God's fed up with me. I'm not usable in the kingdom of God. No, I want to tell you something.

You're as strong now as you were then. You just thought you were strong then. You see every one of us
that God uses, it's all grace.
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It's all grace. He does not want, he does not need our natural ability, does not want or need our natural
zeal, does not need our certificates, does not need anything. We have just needs a willing vessel, an open
heart, empty hands, and come to the throne of God and say, Lord, I don't have a plan and I don't have any
strength, but my God, you've got a plan.

My God, you've got the strength of the universe in your hand. And so I offer my body one more time as a
living sacrifice for your purposes. And I'm asking you to give me your Holy spirit again.

Raise me up again. God put power in my voice again, put healing in my hands again, put light in my eyes.
My God put sound thinking in my mind and most importantly, put courage in my heart.

Psalm 59 verse 10. He says, my God of mercy shall come to meet me. My God of mercy shall come to
meet me.

He didn't know when he penned those words, it's going to be a long journey before he sees the fulfillment,
but in his weakness, in our weakness as a church age, in our time of compromise, in our softness in the
American religion, in a wrong theological focus, where we turned away from being given for the sake of
others to using everything in the kingdom of God for ourselves to preserving ourselves, as opposed to
yielding our bodies as a sacrifice for the sake of others in that place of weakness, God shall meet us
again. I am overwhelmed at the mercy of God. All I have to do to get overwhelmed is look in the mirror in
the morning and recognize how merciful God is.

You will meet me Lord. One more time. Verse 11, he tells us it's not in my strength, but in my weakness,
he will scatter my enemies by his power.

Don't slay them. Now here's David's prayer about his enemies is don't slay them, scatter them by your
power and bring them down. Oh Lord, our shield for the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, let
them be taken in their pride.

And for the cursing and lying, which they speak. I don't know about you, but I'm tired of Hollywood. I'm
tired of the media.

I'm tired of these people. I'm tired of that. I'm wearied by their pride.

I'm wearied by their cursing. They can't speak without cursing anymore. I'm weary with their lying.

It's so wearisome when you're looking at people that have, they have no concept of truth. Truth doesn't
matter. They don't even care about truth anymore.

There's no right. There's no wrong. You say whatever you have to, to reach whatever dark objective you
might have in your heart.

And David says, God, don't slay them, but scatter them, scatter them, bring them down because they have
raised their voices against you. They're filled with pride and they just live their day to curse and lie. Now
he's talking about the people that have gathered to take away his life.

People that have gathered to take away the testimony of the church. They've gathered so that you and I
can't gather in the future. Do you understand that? Do you know how dangerous this moment now is that
we're living in? I hope you realize that this darkened agenda is going after the voice of the church now.
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David goes on in verses 14 and 15. He tells us, he says, they will not prosper against your anointed. And
in the, at the end of the day, they will be completely defeated.

At evening, he says in verse 14, they return, they growl like a dog and go all around the city. They wander
up and down for food and howl if they're not satisfied, let the wicked not reach their objective. Oh God.

And let them not find any satisfaction in their sin any longer. We are not here to stand against people in
Christ. You and I fight for the souls of all men, all women, and all children, whatever their persuasion,
whatever their entrapment is at the present time.

We recognize that many people's hearts have been open to the powers of darkness. And because of that,
we fight the age old battle now of darkness, attempting to swallow the testimony of Christ. This is where
we stand at this particular moment, but I pray God send a spiritual awakening.

So all encompassing, let those that have been gripped by wickedness, not reach their objectives. Let their
hearts be empty. Let them not be satisfied.

Cause them to come to your house, cause them to begin to pray, cause them to begin to turn from their
wickedness and turn to truth. Send a mighty deliverance. Oh God, to your nation, send a mighty
deliverance to the city.

Lord Jesus Christ, do what only you can do. You will defeat every purpose, every power, everything of
hell. You will God, because we're calling out to you again.

Now, what will I do? David said, but I will sing of your power. I will sing aloud of your mercy in the morning
for you've been my defense and my refuge in my day of trouble. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
is coming again in the morning and let them growl and let them parade and let them do the debauchery
wherever they want to do it.

But I will sing of your power. I will sing aloud of your mercy. I will sing about it every morning.

I will gather with the people of God. We will raise our voices in a shout of praise in the house of God until
the day that victory is won. Until the day you bring us home.

To you, oh my strength, I will sing praises for God is my defense, the God of my mercy. Praise be to God.
We have an incredible opportunity ahead of us, beloved.

If we will pray, if we will pray, if we will throw our lives in with our prayers, if we will believe that God is still
willing to be merciful, we have an incredible opportunity again ahead of us. I was walking down Broadway
several weeks ago, one particular evening, and I was just appalled, absolutely appalled at the debauchery
out in the streets. If you, if you're, I'm not going to say it.

There's things I can't talk about, but I've just, you don't think you're ever going to live to see these things
happening in public. And the conversation, which is just idiotic. You start listening to the conversation.

I was so overwhelmed by it. I just started praying out loud. So God have mercy on the people.

I started pointing to people and different activities, have mercy on these people, have mercy on these
people. And as I was walking and as I was praying, I felt the Lord asked me, how many souls would you
like once years ago, years ago, as a young police officer, I was, I'd never preached a sermon. I had no
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speaking ability.

I was not a candidate for the ministry, but I was walking the beat and I felt the same voice asked me the
same question. And I said, God, I ask you for a hundred thousand souls before I die. A hundred thousand
people that come to you, not just, not just people.

And I begin to be specific in my prayer, not just people who will raise their hand. I've never preached
anywhere, raise their hands in a service, but people will actually walk with you, live for you and end up at
your throne, not bankrupt, but with souls in their basket. I begin to be very, very specific.

Fast forward years and years and years later, I'm on a field in a war zone in Africa and just Nigeria,
500,000 people have come out to what is a very dangerous situation. It's in civil war. I remember
preaching that night on the bankruptcy of all religion that has no compassion for its neighbor and ask
people that night, if you want to live for God, if you want your sins forgiven, if you want to forgive your
enemies, if you want to start living a righteous life, I said, if you don't, don't raise your hand.

But if you do, if you want to know that heaven is your home, at the end of your days, you want to live your
life for God, raise your hand. And over a hundred thousand hands that night were raised in the air. I tell
you, God is able to do exceedingly above and beyond all we ask or think.

So walking down Broadway several weeks ago, when I heard again, the voice of God asked me that
question. I remembered immediately that when Elisha was dying, he said to the king of that time, he said,
smite the arrow on the ground. And he, he only hit it a few times because his faith was lacking.

And Elisha said, you should have hit it five or six times on the ground. You would have had a marvelous
victory. Now your victory is only going to be like a more or less a minimal one and a temporary one.

And I said, Lord, based on that story, I'm asking you for 60 million souls in America, 60 million, a little bit
less than 20% of the population of America to be revived, to turn back to God, to turn away from sin, to
turn to righteousness. I'm asking Lord God for a sweeping of your mercy across the land that you would
find every lost coin. You'd find every lost sheep on every hill, everyone who can still hear.

I'm asking God for the single moms who are crying at night in their houses over their children. I'm asking
for their children, no matter where they, I'm asking for people in prisons. I'm asking my God that you would
send a sweeping awakening to this nation.

You give me one reason why I shouldn't believe God. You can show me all your statistics. You can quote
everything that's going on in society around us.

But I have one question to answer you with. Have you forgotten who God is? Have you forgotten that
heaven is his throne and the earth is his footstool? Have you considered your calling? Have you forgotten
that God chooses the weak? God chooses those that are nothing. God chooses the poor.

God chooses the marginalized. God chooses those things that are nothing to bring to nothing everything
that stands in its own strength. Have you forgotten who God is? Do you think he needs your strength? No,
he needs nothing but your heart.

Nothing but an openness to let him be God. So put away your resume. Put away your bad feelings about
yourself.
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None of these things matter. Put away your failure. Put away your past.

Do what David did. Call for the garment of prayer and let God begin to speak to your heart again. And
when David rose up from that place of prayer, that old-time strength came back into his life.

Oh, that old-time Holy Spirit that's always been the strength of the church of Jesus Christ. Those old-time
prayer meetings. Those old-time revival meetings.

Those old-time preachers that would leave their plow in the field and get up and they didn't know much of
the king's English, but they knew the power of God. Men and women walking through their society with the
power of God in their hands. The power of God in their voice.

The power of God in their eyes. The power of God in their heart. The compassion of Christ in their being.

Reaching and reaching and reaching and reaching the power of God flowing through their lives. Glory to
God. This last day move of God is going to be the whole church.

Not some select few superstars any longer. Those days are over. It's going to be the whole church.

It's going to be you. It's going to be me. Every one of us.

There are a weak people. There's a weak people that are going to rise again in this last day. You say, oh,
pastor, you don't know how weak I am.

Well, I know one thing. You're not dead. Lazarus was dead and Christ raised him.

Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah.

Glory. There comes a point. Spiritual awakening.

It doesn't happen until we wake up and recognize that God is still God. We are no weaker than any saints
of any era in the church have been. We're all the same.

We stay the same. God stays the same. And here's the deal.

God says, you open your mouth. I'll fill it. You open your heart.

I'll become God to you. You open your hands. I'll pour out through them.

You need courage. I'll give you courage. But it's time for the weak to rise.

It's time for the church to stand on her feet again. It's time for us to speak truth. Let them call us names.

That means nothing. It's time for the church to speak truth. Unashamedly, uncompromisedly.

God says, here's what you will do. You will sing of my power. You will sing of my mercy.

And you will give me praise because it will not be you. It will be all me. Praise be to God.

Thank you. I want to give an altar call today, which is really unusual, but who's willing to believe with me
for 60 million souls in the days ahead? Well, if you're not, then be it done to you according to your faith.
But I'm going to stand on the side of believing that God is able to do exceedingly more, more than I can
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even ask or think.

And it starts with me and it starts with you. Everybody wins somebody. Everybody shares Christ with
somebody.

No longer silent, no longer trying to preserve ourselves, but we step into the right battle, open our hands
and our hearts and our mouths. And with the compassion of the God who went to a cross, we start telling
this generation that God still loves them, is still willing to forgive. And there is a truth.

There is a right way and there is a blessing. If that's in your heart, as we stand, I'm going to ask you just to
join me. We're going to take a little time of prayer this morning before we dismiss.

You want to believe God with me. Let's stand together. And as we worship, just come, just make your way
here, please.

If you would let the weak rise, don't stay in your seat because you're weak. If you're weak, you're a
candidate for the power of God. Get up out of your seat and make your way here.

We're going to pray together. If you feel compromised, David was compromised. Just come say, Lord,
God, if you'll speak to me, I'll go.

If you put something in my hand, I'll use it for your glory. I make no promises to you, Lord. I can't keep
them.

I make no boast, but Lord, here I am. I'm weak. I'm in my weakness, God.

And here I am. And I'm asking you to take my life and use it for your glory in Jesus name. Amen.

Here we are. We're not much, but we're all that God's ever had. I now know what it felt like for the 120 in
the upper room.

You know, most everybody there at that time were brought to a sense of their own weakness. And that
has to happen before God can use us. When we're full of ourselves, we're boastful, we're proud, just like
the people were trying to win the Christ.

We become just like them. And we fail to recognize how infinitely distant we are from a holy God till he, in
his mercy, just shows us how distant we really are. And then in our emptiness, he comes and he becomes
everything.

Comes our life, comes our strength, becomes our song. It becomes our testimony. It's not about us.

It's about him. It's about Jesus. We just simply recognize finally that we're empty.

He knew it all along. Just takes us a little while to get there. Look through history.

Look through scriptural history. He waits till Moses is too old. Waits till Esther feels unlovely.

Waits till Zacharias and Elizabeth can't have a child. Waits till Abraham and Sarah can't bear children to
eat. And that's when his life comes.

Waits till Lazarus is dead. And so here we are. One more time.
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One more church age. I don't know what part we're going to play in this last day, but let's play it well. Let's
just do it well.

We're not the whole deal in town, but we want to play our part well, right? When you go to a game, any
kind of a game and one player is not playing, it stands out, right? Let's just play our part well. So Father,
here we are. Lord, here we are as your people.

God, we have no boast of ourselves, nothing whatsoever, Lord. We recognize that if you dealt with us, as
David the King once said, in the measure we deserve, no one could stand. Our thoughts, our actions, our
deeds, Lord, things we do and don't do, Lord, all fall so short of your glory.

But yet it was at that place where Isaiah saw his unworthiness, that he was touched by your power. So
Lord, we just yield our bodies to you. We ask, Lord, from this day forward that it be you, it be your Holy
Spirit, that it would be your breath breathing in us and through us, be your hands reaching out through us,
Lord.

It'd be your voice speaking. It would be you, Lord, glorifying your own name. We ask you for mercy on a
backslidden nation, Lord, a foolish people forgetting who their God is.

Have mercy, Lord. Have mercy, God. Have mercy.

Have mercy, Lord, on those who oppose their own salvation and they don't know what they're doing. Have
mercy on our children, God, and deliver them from the grip of wickedness. Have mercy, God, on our sons
and daughters, Lord, that are being thrown into these rivers of confusion and into the fire and into the
water.

As you showed mercy all through the scriptures, God, have mercy on us one more time. We yield this
house, Lord. We yield ourselves.

We yield the testimony of this church and the future to whatever you would do. All that we can ask, Lord, is
that it would bear fruit for your namesake and there'd be much glory brought to your name and to your
kingdom. I'm not ashamed to ask for 60 million souls.

You yourself said it's not the Father's will that any should perish, so I stand on good ground to ask you,
Lord. I stand, Lord, on the ground of your mercy, and I would die on that ground. I'd rather live there than
live in unbelief.

Have mercy, Lord. Have mercy, God. Have mercy, Lord, on our backslidden homes.

Have mercy on our government, Lord, that seems so hell-bent on destroying the nation, Lord. Have
mercy, God. Have mercy on people, Lord, who are sexually confused.

Have mercy, God. Have mercy, Lord. Have mercy.

Let such a multitude come into your house that they can't be numbered. I pray that as David said in his
psalm, that one day we could dance in the We could go out and dance outside this church and sing, only
God could have done this. Only God could have done this.

We ask you for mercy and mercy has come. Have mercy, Lord. Have mercy, God.
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We love you, Lord, as much as we are able. We can't even boast of that, but thank you that you love us
and that you're willing to use us, Lord. In this day, may we not give any less than those early people gave
that we might have freedom to worship today.

I see a land ahead, Lord, as they did. Land of singing, a land of glory, a land of righteousness. Even if it's
only 20% of the nation, Lord, God, let it be.

Let songs of praise erupt in our cities and our towns and our homes, God, and our schools. Praise to you,
Lord. Father, I thank you with all of my heart, with all of my heart today.

As Ezekiel once did, Lord, we cry out for the breath of God. Come, Holy Spirit. We are your church, Lord.

Breathe on us and give us power. We thank you in Jesus' name. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/29/SID29074.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/its-time-for-the-weak-to-rise/
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