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Leaving Your First Love
by Carter Conlon

In this sermon, Carter Conlon reflects on the message to the church of Ephesus in Revelation, emphasizing the

danger of losing one's first love for Christ despite all other good works and perseverance. He shares a personal

testimony of a transformative encounter with God in his farmhouse kitchen 40 years ago, expressing a desire for

a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit to continue living wholeheartedly for God. Conlon encourages a return to a

simple, obedient faith and a rekindling of passion for Christ, believing in the power of God to restore what may

have been lost.

Scripture: Revelation 2:2, James 4:8, Acts 3:19, Psalm 51:10, 2 Timothy 1:6, Matthew 6:33, Hebrews 12:1, Galatians 5:22,
Philippians 3:13, 1 John 4:19

Topics: "First Love", "Rekindling Passion for Christ"

Description

In this sermon, Carter Conlon reflects on the message to the church of Ephesus in Revelation,
emphasizing the danger of losing one's first love for Christ despite all other good works and perseverance.
He shares a personal testimony of a transformative encounter with God in his farmhouse kitchen 40 years
ago, expressing a desire for a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit to continue living wholeheartedly for God.
Conlon encourages a return to a simple, obedient faith and a rekindling of passion for Christ, believing in
the power of God to restore what may have been lost.

Transcript

Hello, this is Carter Conlon, and welcome to my kitchen again today. And it's just been such a privilege to
do the devotionals I've been doing with you from here. And today it just has a very, very special meaning
to me.

Let me just explain things to you as I read to you from Revelation chapter two to the church of Ephesus,
beginning at verse two. The Lord says to this church, "'I know your works, your labor, and your patience,
"'and you cannot bear those who are evil. "'And you've tested those who say they are apostles "'and are
not, and have found them liars.

"'And you have persevered and have patience "'and have labored for my namesake "'and have not
become weary. "'Nevertheless, I have this against you, "'that you have left your first love.'" You know, it
was in the, some of you don't know this, but 40 years ago, 42 years ago, when we became believers in
Christ, Pastor Teresa and I had a sheep farm, and about 40 years ago, I was in the kitchen of our
farmhouse and I was praying a simple prayer. And here's what I prayed.
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I said, oh, Jesus, if you will touch my life, and if you will set me free from everything that binds me and
restricts me, I will live for you all the days of my life. And it was in that farmhouse kitchen that the Spirit of
God touched me in such a profound way I will never be able to forget it. And from there, the rest is history.

It was, we were off into ministry for many, many years. And I pastored as a senior pastor for 26 years. I've
been an associate for 10 years.

And here we are after 42 years. And it's interesting that I'm finishing where I started. I'm back in my
kitchen again.

And I'm praying the same thing that I prayed 40 years ago. My prayer is, Jesus, if you will touch my life, if
you will give me a fresh baptism of your Holy Spirit, God, you will give me the strength. I will finish my days
out living for you with all of my heart.

Now, the sheep are gone. Those days are over. But here I am back in the kitchen again, and I'm just
believing God for a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit.

I don't want the Lord to have to ever look at me and say, you've done these great things, and you've tested
and proven and taught and persevered, but you've left your first love. I don't want that ever said of my life.
I wanna go back to the old farm kitchen.

Those days were simple. We prayed, we believed, and God touched us. We went forward in the strength
of God's Holy Spirit, and we were led by his word.

And great fruit, I believe, was born for his kingdom's sake, just through obedient hearts. I wanna finish
where I started. And I'm thankful today that God's brought me back.

In the last week and a half of being a senior pastor in my entire life, he's brought me back to my kitchen
where it all began so that one more time I can say, oh, Jesus, will you touch my life? Will you strengthen
me? Will you knock out the boundaries and borders that age would wanna put around me? Would you
give me something I've never had of you before, and would you give me the power to make a difference in
my generation? My brother, my sister, let that be your prayer today. If you've lost your first love, just come
back, and you'd be amazed, you'd be amazed the things that God will bring back into your life that you
thought were lost forever. God bless you.

See you again tomorrow.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/IjO-cAOpWL8.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/leaving-your-first-love/
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