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Lord, My Heart Is Open Help Me
by Carter Conlon

The sermon emphasizes the importance of being strong in the Lord and putting on the whole armor of God to

withstand the evil day in this spiritual war.

Duration: 50:33

Scripture: Ephesians 6:10

Topics: "Spiritual Warfare", "Holy Spirit"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of surrendering to God and putting on the whole armor of God to
stand against the schemes of the devil. It addresses the current lawlessness and rebellion against God,
urging believers to pray, seek the truth, and walk in faith to withstand the evil days ahead. The message
calls for a deep reliance on the Holy Spirit, a commitment to love, and a dedication to fulfilling God's
purpose in our lives.

Transcript

My message this morning is, Lord, my heart is open, help me. Lord, my heart is open, help me. Ephesians
chapter 6, please, if you go there with me.

Ephesians chapter 6. Father, I thank you, Lord, for the touch of heaven in this sanctuary today. I thank
you, Lord, for your word, which is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path. I thank you for the anointing
and the power of your Holy Spirit.

For you are the one Lord who quickens our physical bodies. Me this morning to speak this word and all of
us gathered today to be able to hear it. Thank you, Lord, that everything we sing about you, you are.

Everything that the word of God tells us that you are and will do, you will. Lord, thank you for the simplicity
of Christ and of the cross. Would you help us to lay hold of it one more time and keep us, oh God, keep
our feet planted firmly in your kingdom till the day you come and take us home.

And Lord, we thank you for it with all of our heart in Jesus name. Ephesians chapter 6, beginning at verse
10, Lord, my heart is open, help me. Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of his
might.

Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles, or that means the
schemes or the arguments of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
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principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day and having done all to stand.

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Above all, taking the shield of faith with
which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints. Jesus said in the gospel of Matthew chapter 24 and verse 12,
that in the last days lawlessness will abound to the point where the love of many will grow cold. Who can
debate but that you and I are living in that kind of a moment in history now.

I'm appalled personally at the speech of our media, the veil being lifted off of the immorality in our society
at seemingly at every facet of society. The push towards having no borders of boundary or boundaries of
behavior in our generation. We're living at an extremely lawless time.

And of course, ultimately the root of it is lawlessness against the word of God, against the Lordship of
Christ. I believe we're entering that moment the Bible speaks about when there'd be a worldwide rebellion
against the Lordship of Christ, against everything godly, everything holy. We are quickly, we are rapidly
coming into that time.

Now second Thessalonians again, Paul says in chapter two, verse three, he speaks of a last day falling
away before the final moments of this world as we know it. It's a season where if you compare it to the
other warnings that are given about our day, it's a season where people who thought they were followers
of God in Christ may put it that way. They just suddenly fall away, fall away from the work of God, the love
of truth, the love of what they were called to do and called to be in this world.

Just a receding as it is. I'm out of here. You can get so jaded by the conversation of this generation.

You can find yourself just wishing that everybody would just go to hell tomorrow and we would go to
heaven. I'm just being real with you. Okay.

Do you understand? You just get so sick of it. You get so tired of it that it's going to take something
supernatural to care. It's going to take something of God.

It's going to take that same spirit of God that was upon the son of God, where even if abuse is our portion
in the coming years and days and months that we can say, as he said, father, forgive them. They don't
know what they do. Even though rejected, even though scorned, ridiculed, slandered, yet still by the spirit
of God, upon the son of God, he was able to be given for you and I, and thank God he was.

If he had drawn back, if he had decided not to pursue the full pathway of God that led him to the cross for
our redemption, we would be here today without hope. We would be celebrating something that offered no
forgiveness and offered no redemption if he had taken another path. And by the grace of God, may you
and I never take another path, no matter how difficult the days get.

We were not born into adversity necessarily, spiritually speaking in this nation. We had it easy for many,
many, many years. We haven't had to suffer like other cultures and countries have had to do to give their
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lives to Christ, but that may not be our portion in the days ahead.

As lawlessness abounds, as things begin to change, there's going to be a people who profess to know
Christ, but they were not internally prepared to withstand in what was going to become a predominantly
lawless time and an evil time. And it's coming on the whole world, not just our society, but the whole world
is moving in this direction. Jesus in Matthew chapter 25 speaks of these same people giving a parable, a
type, as people who had no oil when it got dark.

Just before Christ was about to return, they realized their lamps had gone out. They had no inner resource
to stand or to be lights at the time that had come upon this world. They had neglected to embrace an
internal supply of divine strength, which God was willing to give them all along.

God, help us. God, help us to open our hearts. God, help us to say, Lord, here am I. Fill me with your Holy
Spirit.

Govern me, guide me, empower me, strengthen me, take me, make me, change me. Your promise to me
is a new mind. It's a new heart and a new spirit.

I recognize that my old mind, my old heart, and my old spirit are not going to get me through these days. I
will not have the resource to go the full distance. I will not finish the race standing.

So I yield, in a sense, my life to you, Lord. And I'm asking you to fill me. I'm asking you to begin to govern
me.

Give me the grace, Lord, because you've given me a free will, but give me the grace to yield my will to
yours, my strength to your strength. Give me the grace, oh God, to walk with you the way that you're
calling me to walk, because it is a matter of life and death, not just for me, but for many that are living in
this generation. And if we are not a light set upon a hill, they will have no hope, no recourse.

They will not be able to see where strength can be found. Second Chronicles chapter 16 in verse 9 tells
us, the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, looking to show himself strong on
behalf of those whose heart is loyal to him. Did you know that this morning? Did you know that God wants
to show himself strong in you and to you? He wants to make you into what you could never be.

He wants to lift you into places you could never go, give you what you could never hope in any amount of
human effort and energy to possess, all so that his name might be glorified on the earth and that others
might be brought out of darkness and into a saving relationship with him. Ephesians 6 11 says, put on the
whole armor of God that you might be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. Embrace the full journey
that God has for your life and the full supply of himself that he has given to accomplish it.

The full journey. We've made a tragic mistake in our culture. I believe you've heard me say it before that
we've never really fully understood this.

Many people from the inception of coming into the house of God, in many cases, people have seen Jesus
Christ as an add-on to their agenda. Jesus gives me peace while I pursue my agenda. He blesses me
while I chart my own course, while I craft my own will.

And this is the kind of a Christ, but this is all about to be shaken. Everything that can be shaken is going to
be shaken in our day. Only that which is built on truth is going to remain my brother, my sister.
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So you can get mad at me if you want this morning, but I'm not here to harm you. I'm not here trying to hurt
you. If you're building your life, your journey with Christ on a foundation of sand, when the storms come
and the rains come, that foundation is going to be washed out from under you and your house is going to
fall.

And Jesus says, great will be the fall of your house. In other words, everything that you thought was being
built of stone is actually being built of straw. And it's simply going to be blown away by adversity.

But if you can hear the words of God, if I can hear the words of God, no matter what comes our way, no
matter how difficult the day may get. No, even if we have anarchy in the streets of our major cities, if it
becomes difficult to even go to the corner store to get groceries, your, your faith will be on a foundation
that cannot be shaken by any of the storms of this life. And at this time, God outlined a journey for you.

Do you know, you were born for a purpose and you were born again. You were drawn to the, by the spirit
of God, to the cross of Jesus Christ for a divine purpose for your life. There's a purpose that God has
intended to fulfill in this world through you and nobody else can do what you're called to do.

You are unique. You are created by God. You are set in place.

The Bible says in Corinthians that the spirit of God sets us in the body of Christ as he sees fit for his
purpose and for his will, not as we see fit, but as he sees fit, he puts us where he wants us to be. And he
gives us all the resource of himself that we need to accomplish what he's called us to do. And so the most
important thing in your life as a Christian is to find the will of God.

Lord, what would you have me to do? What is it you want out of my life? Where would you send me? What
doors do you want to open before me? How may I be used of you so that you can actually present yourself
through my life and bring your own name to glory. God, would you give me the grace to yield my will to
your will and let you lead me where I need to go. Now the scripture says, put on the whole armor of God
that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

That means the argument of Satan himself against the will and the ways of God. Genesis three, one says
the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field. He has some really clever arguments against
the will of God.

Now it doesn't do any good to block your ears because when Satan succeeded in tempting and sowing his
nature in humanity through Adam and Eve, our initial parents in the garden of Eden, his argument
presented to them was from the outside, but now it's also on the inside because he sowed his very nature
into humanity. And so your own heart, your own nature will argue against the way and the will of God.
Paul, the apostles talked about, he said, I have fears without and fighting within.

I'm fighting on every front. Do you ever find yourself fighting like that? We often think that the voice that's
coming against our obeying God or living in the will of God is coming from outside. And quite often it's
coming from inside.

It's coming from our own unsurrendered human nature. This is what Paul, the apostle says in Romans
chapter seven, verse 23, 22. He says, I delight in the law of God.

According to the inward man, I know that God's ways are right. You, you know that today, you know, I'm
not telling you something that isn't right. That isn't provable.
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You know, you should yield to the will of God. You know that the power of God is there to accomplish what
he's called you to do. You know that most often God will call you into the areas of life and ministry where
you are the least qualified to fulfill it because it's all got to be about him and not about you and not about
me.

Paul says, I, I, I delight in the law of God. According to the inward man, when you get saved and you hear
a message like this, and you start to realize the Christian life is a supernatural life with God, all things are
possible. Mountains can be moved.

You become a new creation. The old things pass away. All things become new.

You hear the stories of David and Goliath, and you hear about mountain moving faith and you're, you're
young and you're in your walk with God. And yet the truth gets a hold of you and the fire of faith starts to
rise in your heart. Word is the deepest argument against all that God wants to do come from, comes from
inside yourself.

Doesn't even have to come from the outside. I delight in the law of God. According to the inward man, I
delight in the things that are in the word.

I delight in the thought of being used as Esther or Gideon or Moses or David or Samson or Jephthah or
any of these great saints of God. I delight even in having the strength to endure as many, uh, the book of
Hebrews documents had to endure, but there's another law in my members. It means inside my body
warring against the law of my mind and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin, which is in my
members.

In other words, there's something in the fabric of my very being. Paul the apostle says that is waging war
against what my mind knows to be right and knows to be true. It's fighting against it.

It's tries to speak to my heart, tries to get me to advocate this path and maybe chart a course that's a little
bit easier for my future. Hence the scripture says, this is a spiritual war that we're in. We're not wrestling
against flesh and blood only, but powers, principalities, rulers of darkness of this age, spiritual hosts of
wickedness in heavenly places.

This is a spiritual war. Do you understand what we're fighting in this generation now? This is not a physical
war. We are not fighting against people.

People, yes, are pawns that, you know, they're, they're being given more and more to darkness. That's
why media figures, they can't help but curse now on the airwaves because there's a spirit that's gotten
ahold of them. It can't be fought.

It can't be won by human effort. For you and I to win this battle, we have to receive everything by faith that
God has held his hands out to give us in Christ. Put on the whole armor of God, the whole armor of God,
that you can stand, withstand, and ultimately finish still standing.

We will not make it through, folks, in the flesh. Do you understand me? We will not make it through. I don't
care how strong you are.

I don't care if you can lift an 800 pound beam. I don't care if you're the most stubborn person in the world
and you've come to this church service today. You will not make it through this battle ahead in anything of
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your natural ability.

It has to be a supernatural ability. It has to be given by God. You have to be carried by God.

The strength will be of God. The thoughts will be of God. The power will be of God.

If ever there was a time to get oil, it's now. Be strong in the Lord so you can stand against the powers.
Take the whole armor of God that you might be able to withstand to the evil day and having done all to
stand.

In other words, take everything that God has provided for you. Don't go halfway. Don't live in a spiritual
halfway house.

Go the distance, folks. Go where God is leading you. Do what God is speaking to your heart to do.

There is no victory outside of this. There's only a very weak, a very tepid testimony that really has no
power to push back the darkness that's wanting to encroach on this whole society we're now living in.
Stand therefore, verse 14, having girded your waist with truth and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness.

Love the truth. Recognize the truth. Read the truth.

Study the truth. Live in the truth. When you open the Bible, this is what I always do, say, God, I don't want
to just read your word.

I want your word to read me. Let it be an x-ray machine that my life stands before, and may I stop and
meditate and say, God, am I a lover of truth? Do I recognize that this is the ultimate compilation from your
heart? It is your truth. This is the lamp for my feet.

It's the light for my path. It's my strength. It's my hope.

These are the promises of God. The apostle Peter says, by these promises, I will be made a partaker of
the divine nature of God in Christ. In other words, everything God has intended for my life will come
through the word of God.

It doesn't say it comes through fuzzy experiences in some spiritual place. Comes through the word of God.
You read this book, you begin to realize these promises are for me, and not just to love the truth, to
embrace it in your inward parts, but having this breastplate of righteousness means as much as I know I'm
walking in the truth that the Lord has revealed to me.

As hard as it is sometimes, when I was a young Christian, I loved the word of God until it came to some
parts I didn't agree with. I remember reading the Bible. At that time, our marriage was very young, and
we're brand new Christians, and I was selfish and angry, and I'd caused a lot of hurt in our home.

Then suddenly, one day, I'm reading. I'm just so excited. I'm going through Galatians, Ephesians.

This is just life. I would sometimes park my car when I was working and just cry. I'd open the Bible and
read it.

Then I got to this point. It says, husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself.
You know what I said when I first read that? I said, you've got to be kidding.
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Then I said, it's easy for you to say, Paul. You weren't even married. Now, when we counsel a lot of
people who are having trouble in their marriages, it always comes down to disobedience to the word of
God, folks.

You don't just say, well, no, God never foresaw my situation. He did. It's all here.

Love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself. You quite often find that people know these
verses of scripture. The wives know that they should respect their husbands, but they simply, for their own
reasonings, decide not to obey the word of God.

The strength that God would have given to that relationship is taken away because of disobedience.
That's why now the rubber is starting to meet the road, isn't it, in this message? That's why he says, have
your inner parts girded with truth and have on the breastplate of righteousness to say, God, as much as I
know, I am obeying you in this. Lord, as the title is, my heart is open.

Help me. God, I can't do this. I remember the Lord saying to me, you can't.

I know you can't, but I can. If you will just let me be your source of strength, if you will let me touch your
heart, if you'll let me touch your home, if you'll let me make you the man that you should be as a husband
and as a father, there's no limit to what I can do in your life. If you will open your human vessel and let me
pour the oil that you need to be the light that you're called to be in this situation.

First John chapter two and verse four, the apostle John says, people who say that they know Jesus, but
continue to walk in a way that is wrong, and they know what's wrong, eventually embrace a lie. Isn't that
awful? Because the truth is not in them. You can, you can so twist around the word of God that you can
actually formulate a lie because remember the sin nature of humanity is to be as God is as a judge and to
know what is good and to know what is evil.

And if the light that is in you be darkness, Jesus said, how great is that darkness? If you have studied truth
and you've twisted it and you've refashioned it, you've done exactly what Aaron did. You've taken this calf
and you've made your own Jesus out of it. You're walking in a way that is not truth.

It does not conform to the word of God, but you've justified the whole thing. You've created your own
theology because that is what the sin nature of humanity will do. That's why to fight against darkness, you
have to have a love of the truth as it is revealed.

Don't try to change it. Don't try to mold it. Don't try to fashion it away.

Don't excuse it away. Love it the way it is written. When God says, when Christ says, love your enemies,
that you may be the children of your father in heaven, he makes his sun and rain to shine and to fall on the
just and on the unjust.

Love your enemies. Now there's no qualifier to that. There's no qualifier by race, by ethnicity, by country,
by origin, by history.

He just says, love your enemies. Let the love of God be in you. In other words, for all men and make no
exceptions.

None, none, because we were the enemies of righteousness. We were the enemies of God. You and I, if
we had been alive, we would have been at the cross.
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We would have been right there with the mockers, mocking our savior, but he chose to love us and his
love sent him into a grave and caused him to be raised again the third day and caused him to send the
Holy Spirit to give us the strength of that incredible love. Your feet shod with the preparation, verse 15 of
the gospel of peace. In other words, it means you've embraced the actual work of God and your part in it.

It's not any deeper than that. You've embraced the work of God. The work of God is still the saving of the
lost because this world is going to perish.

Everything and everyone in it apart from Christ is going to perish eternally in a place called hell. I don't
know if any people today are not even hearing that in the Christian. There is a literal place called hell and
the way it's described in the Bible, it is the total absence of God.

There's a torment there that your mind and mine cannot understand. There's a darkness so thick it can be
felt. There's an anguish so hot it's described as fire.

There's a separation, a lostness that never is a thirst that's never satisfied. Forever folks, do you
understand this is forever? This is forever. There's no getting out of that place when somebody is there,
it's forever.

It's forever. We are left on this earth as a testimony of the mercy of God, the cross of Jesus Christ. We are
called to bring this work of redemption to everyone where God sends us and to embrace our part in this,
whatever our part happens to be.

Take with you the shield of faith, verse 16, with which you'll be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked one. These are things that will be said to you by people. There are things that will be said that will
come out of your own heart to try to stop your advance on this journey.

Think of David when he came into the camp. He's a young man that's being used of God to bring an
incredible victory to the testimony of the name of God in the earth and to push back a moment of darkness
that was threatening to swallow this testimony. The first thing he had to face was people, including his own
family, looking at him because he was not a warrior, he was just a boy, saying to him, who do you think
you are? And when he got past that and went into the valley, he had to face a giant that said, what do you
think you're doing? And this is exactly what you will have to face.

Who do you think you are? And what do you think you're doing? What do you think you're doing facing the
darkness of our generation with just five stones in your pouch and a sling and a staff in your hand? What
kind of a weaponry is this? You're going to have to get through everything of hell that will be sent to stop
your advance. But I want to remind you one more time, the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. They
are not carnal.

They are mighty in God to the pulling down of strongholds, casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God and bringing every thought into captivity to the
obedience of Christ. The weapons of our warfare are not carnal. God displays his might through the weak,
through the feeble, through the nobody, through the nothings of society that no flesh can glory in his
presence.

Consider your calling, brethren, not many mighty, not many noble, not many wise. You go all through the
list and you begin to realize one more time. You finally realize who we are in Christ, what we are called to
do, and the incredible resource that God is willing to give us to accomplish it.
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Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Know who you are in
Christ. Know who you are.

Know what God, this is what we teach at our Bible school. If you ever choose to study with the students of
the school or you become a student of the word of God, the one thing you've got to learn is who you are in
Christ. If you don't learn that, you'll be taken down by the darkness of this age.

You have to learn who you are, what Christ has declared you to be, what he's done for you on the cross,
and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. When Jesus was taken into the wilderness to
be tempted of the devil, he had the power to dig a hole and bury Satan 10,000 miles into the center of the
earth. But instead of doing that, he used the weaponry that was stronger than all of that.

He spoke to him the words of God, those things that cannot be contravened. The speech of God is clear,
clean. It has all power.

It has all authority. Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Now, lastly, praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication
for all the saints.

Praying in the Spirit, leaning on the Holy Spirit for even your prayer life, waiting until God begins to speak.
There are groanings, the Bible says, inside of you of the Spirit, which are too deep sometimes to even
have words. And sometimes all you can do is groan along with him.

You don't even know what to say. Sometimes you just have to pray in the Spirit. There's no other way to
pray, but leaning on the Spirit so that you know what you need to pray for, because sometimes you and I
don't know.

God knows what's up ahead. We don't. God knows what we will face tomorrow.

We don't know what we will face tomorrow, but God knows. And he can start you praying and beginning to
believe with him that the future will be sound and secure because of Christ, and watching with
perseverance to the end and supplication for all of the saints. This is how you know.

In the Scriptures, it says, mark the man. If you mark the person in whom the work of God is perfected, the
end result of it is that he has an unpretended love of his brothers and sisters or her brothers and sisters in
Christ. It's not feigned.

It's not faked. It's not Sunday. It's all the time.

It's everywhere. And it means we are moved by the Spirit to look outside of ourselves, and we look around
us for the sake of others. It means you could be here, and maybe you have some problems in your life
today, but you find yourself lifting your hands during worship, and you just notice the person two seats
over just seems to be really struggling.

And the next thing you know, you're interceding for that man, for that woman. Oh, God, please help my
brother and my sister. That's an indication that you are praying in the Spirit, and you've come to a place of
maturity when your prayers are not just always.

It's not that we don't pray for ourselves, but your prayers are not just always about yourself. You're looking
away and looking to God. You have one hand in the hand of God, and one hand stretched out to
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somebody around you has a need.

That's what the church is supposed to be. That's when we have arrived. And if you do these things, the
Scripture says you will withstand in the evil day.

You will finish your course, and you will finish it standing by the grace of God. By the grace of God, you will
stand, and you will finish it standing. And so we come back to our title, Lord, my heart is open.

Help me. That's a prayer that God will never despise. It's a prayer that he will always answer.

It's not fancy, but it's real. I'm so short of where I need to be right now. Today, though, I open my heart to
you, and I ask you to take me to where I now need to be.

I want to finish my journey, and I want to finish it your way. My heart is open, oh God. Help me.

That's a prayer that all of us have to pray, and we have to pray it all the time, because there are difficult
days. We all have to face them, but by God's grace, we're going to run this race together. We're going to
finish it together.

By God's grace, we're going to be a mature church, a church that really understands things of the Spirit
and walks in those things, a place where somebody walks in who's new in the Lord, and they're struggling,
and finds the people surrounding them who care, that we are delivered from this constant self-focus, which
has brought great weakness into many churches in many places. By God's grace, we will be the people.
We will have the full armor of God.

We will finish, and having done all, we will stand. We will stand. Praise God.

All of my Christian life, I've sought to learn how to pray. God has helped me along the journey, but there's
one prayer I've prayed all my life. I still pray it.

Sometimes, I pray it on the platform here Sunday morning. Lord, help me. God, give me what I need, and
I'm not just speaking just for me.

It's for you. Help me to care about people that I'll meet throughout the day. Help me to stop and speak.

Help me to be focused where I need to be focused. God, my heart is open. Lord, help me.

Father, I thank you, Lord, that you have brought us to this place, and you've allowed us to be born at this
time. You've ordained us to be a lamp and a testimony for this moment, a moment of darkness, a moment
where many are going to turn away, a moment where churches are going to compromise with evil, a
moment, Lord, that is going to be difficult. But, oh God, you promised in your word that if we would put on
everything you've given us in Christ, that we would stand.

And so, I pray for this church, Lord. I pray for the testimony that you have planted in this part of New York
City. I ask you, Lord, for the testimony that you've given us around the world.

God, that you would cause this light to burn brightly, that it would be a light of truth, a light of passion for
your work, a lighthouse that is filled with people who are given to doing your will and your work and doing it
your way with your strength. Our hearts are open, Lord, but we recognize our own weakness. We
recognize our frailty.
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We all recognize that given the choice, we would probably go in another direction. But, Jesus, you showed
us the way when you went into a place that you didn't want to go. And three times you prayed, Father, if it
would be possible, take this cup from me.

Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done. And the scripture tells us, Lord, that for the joy that was set
before you, the joy of having us here today, worshiping you, reading your word, you endured the cross,
despised the shame. And now, you sit at the right hand of all authority and all victory.

And you invite us to join you there for all of eternity. So, Lord, help us to be ambassadors of that victory,
that kingdom. Give us that passion, Lord, that we don't have, but you do.

And by your spirit within us, Lord, you can impart it to our hearts and to our minds. Make us, Lord, the
church that we need to be to get through the season that we're going to have to get through. Help us,
Lord, to love our enemies.

Help us to be kind to those that are captivated by darkness. Help us not to speak the way they do or live
the way they do. Give us the grace to be followers of Jesus Christ.

Father, we thank you for these things. God, have mercy, Lord, on us today. Have mercy on your church.

Let your kingdom come. Let your will be done. We thank you for it in Jesus' name.

I'm going to give a very, very simple altar call today for those in the annex, North Jersey, at home,
anywhere in the world. Lord, I agree with what I heard. I find no fault with your words.

My heart is open. Lord, help me. Just help me, God.

Because if you don't do it in me, it's not going to get done. But I'm willing, Lord. I'm willing to have you
change my life.

I'm willing to be moved in the direction of your will. And if that's the cry of your heart as we stand, I'm just
going to ask you to come and join with me at this altar. And we're going to pray.

After we've worshipped for a few moments, we'll pray together. And let's just believe God that he will
answer our prayer and give us the strength. Let's stand together, please.

Up in the balcony, go to either exit and make your way down the main sanctuary. Just slip out of wherever
you are. And just come.

And we're going to pray. Unashamedly, just come. Young and old, rich and poor, weak and strong, in spite
of our own needs, just come.

And let's believe God that he's going to do a work in all of us. I feel this morning in my heart that this could
be a turning point for a lot of people today. A turning point where we stop justifying things that are wrong.

Wrong practices, wrong places, wrong relationships, wrong. It's wrong. And we know it's wrong.

And we stop justifying it. I say, God, I have to turn to you, not just to get away from what I shouldn't be in,
but to get into where I should be. It's all in your hands, Lord.
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I can't get out of my own strength and I can't get in on my own strength. So you have to take me out of
where I shouldn't be. Attitudes of heart that I shouldn't be holding on to.

Practices that should no longer be in my life. I have to trust you, God, to get me out. And I have to trust
you to get me in.

To being a witness for you, to being a voice for you, to being a person that has an evidence of the
miraculous power of God in their lives. A person who has oil and can call people to Christ in a time of
darkness. God, you have to get me into that place as well as get me out.

And if that's in your heart, I'm telling you, all you have to do is say, God, my heart is open. Help me. Help
me, Lord.

Help me, God. I want, I want to get out and I want to go in. I want to be the person that you've called me to
be in full measure, in full measure.

And there's also people here this morning, you've known victory. You've walked in victory in some cases
for many years, but there's a diminishing of zeal. It's the beginning of that love growing cold because
iniquity is abounding and you're just so tired of fighting against darkness all the time.

And again, you got to pray, God, my heart is open. The psalmist, remember the psalmist who was an older
person and he said, don't let your, don't take your hand from my life till I've shown this next generation,
your power. He didn't say until I told them about it till I've shown it to them.

God, don't take your hand from me. Lord, let me finish my race alive, vibrant. God almighty, let me finish
with a song in my mouth and faith in my heart.

God, don't let me draw back from the calling that you placed on my life. So I believe this is a moment. It is
a divine moment for many, for many here only in the sanctuary, not only in the sanctuary, but listening
online too, as well.

It is a divine moment. Let that cry, just let it be a cry. Let it be the beginning of something that God wants
to do.

Lord, my heart is open. If it is open, if it's not, then you can't fake it because God knows. But if your heart is
open, say, God, my heart is open.

I know this is true. I know this is right. I know what I need to get out of and I know where I need to go, but
oh God, you got to do the whole journey for me because I can't do either part of this thing.

My heart's open. Lord, help me, help me. And watch what God will begin to do.

Watch what God will begin to do. I'm going to ask in this sanctuary, we're going to turn this whole
auditorium and the annex and everywhere else into a prayer meeting for the next five minutes. And I want
you to lift your voice.

Everybody lift your hands, lift your heart, lift your voice to God. If you don't even have the passion for the
work of God, talk to him about it. Just talk to him about it.
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Ask him to move you from where you are to where you need to go. But everyone, everyone, lift your voice.
Let's begin to talk to him.

Lord, my heart's open. Help me. Pastor Patrick, come lead us in this prayer.

Lift your voice. Hallelujah, Jesus. Hallelujah.

Come on, open your mouth. Talk to him today. Tell him what you need.

Lord, we thank you for your word today. We thank you for your presence today. We thank you, Lord
Jesus, that you've given us marching orders today.

God, we've heard from heaven today. God, Lord, in our hearts, Lord Jesus are open. Our hearts are open.

God, our hearts are open. Jesus, thank you for speaking to us. Jesus, thank you for speaking to us.

Jesus, thank you for speaking to us. Thank you for loving us. Thank you for dying for us.

Thank you for providing for us. Thank you for making a way for us. Thank you, oh God.

Lord, we choose to believe you. We choose to go with you.

God, we're going with you Lord we're going with you Lord we're leaving things behind that need to be left
behind and we're going forward God we are breaking camp we're leaving this place we're leaving these
places Lord God where there is no life where there is no help where there is no strength God places where
there is only pain places where there's been disappointment after disappointment thank you that you are
taking us by the hand today and you are leading us Lord you are leading us Lord into green pastures and
still waters you are leading us into the fullness of Christ you are leading us into the destiny that you have
for our lives God we open our mouths to you today and we cry out to you today and we say help us Oh
God help us Oh God help us Oh God break every addiction break every

lust break every distraction break every hold break every stronghold break every lie of the devil that has
told us we are gonna be like this forever and ever it's a lie it's a lie we believe the truth of God's Word we
stake our lives on the promises of God's Word that he who began a good work in us will be faithful Lord
Jesus to finish that work to see it through to completion until you come God we're asking in Jesus name in
Jesus name break the lies of the enemy over our minds Lord break the lies of the devil that have
captivated us for this long till this day we thank you for freedom today we thank you for deliverance today
we thank you that you have come to rescue us today not tomorrow not next week you have come to
deliver us today today today today today Jesus today we are going with

God we are going forward with the Holy Ghost we are going forward with you today Jesus today God we
turn our back on the devil we turn our back on cigarettes we turn our back on pornography we turn our
back on drugs we turn our back on evil and darkness Lord everything that is not of you that you have put a
finger on today we turn our back on it evil speech Lord the things we are watching the things that we've
partaken of the things that have captivated us till today it is over the devil's hold on us is over we thank you
for freedom now God we ask for an addiction to you an addiction to studying the Word of God an addiction
to your presence an addiction to prayer an addiction to sharing your love with a dying and lost world oh
God an addiction to your heart your purpose is your plan oh
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God God we thank you for it Jesus fill us Lord fill us with your Holy Spirit let your Holy Spirit shed your love
abroad in our hearts today a love for you and a love for our neighbor God a love for you Jesus and a love
for our neighbor come on you ask him you ask him in your own words say God give me a love for you like
I've never known give me a passion for you give me a fire for you and a love for my neighbor a love for
those around me that I might be a conduit of your love to this generation use me for your glory come on
tell him ask him use me for your glory he said you have not because you ask not ask that your joy might
be full ask him ask him for your glory God for your glory that my family would know that you're alive that
my co-workers would know that you're alive that my

neighbors would know that you're alive that my community would know that you're alive that my campus
would know that you're alive!

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Touch my brothers and sisters online, God.

Touch every brother and sister, everyone that's streaming, those in North Jersey, those that are at home,
touch them today, God. Let the Holy Ghost come upon them. Let the Holy Ghost fall upon them right now,
oh God.

Let your anointing destroy, let it demolish every yoke in the name of Jesus. Fill them afresh with your
spirit. Fill them afresh with your power.

Hallelujah! Break every chain that binds. God, lead them, guide them, order their steps, give them vision
for the future, a sense of purpose and calling. God, in Jesus' name, in Jesus' name, in Jesus' name.

Hallelujah! Oh, Lord, we thank you. God, we thank you. God, we thank you.

We bless you. We praise you, Lord, for your Holy Spirit. Fill us, oh God, fill us with your spirit, Lord.

Fill us with your spirit. Fill us, Holy Spirit, every person, every young person, every older person, every
man, every woman. God, fill us with your Holy Spirit.

We call out for the oil of your life, oh God. We recognize we need your life. We need your power.

We need your grace, Lord. You have to live your life inside of us, oh God, to be the light of this world.
Lord, we thank you, God.

We thank you, Father. God, fill your church with the Holy Spirit. Fill your church, God.

Every man, every woman, God, everybody, fill them with your Holy Spirit. God, we thank you for it, Lord,
with all of our heart. We thank you, Lord.

We thank you, God. We thank you for the Holy Spirit. Thank you, God.

Thank you for strength and power. Thank you for vision. Thank you for life.

Thank you for a future. Thank you for hope, Lord. Thank you, God, that you will take us as weak as we are
and use our lives for your glory.

Thank you, God, for miracles, Lord. Thank you, God. Thank you for every promise in the scripture is true,
Lord.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 15

We give you praise and glory. Hallelujah to the Lamb of God. Thank you, God.

Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Lord.

Thank you, God. Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Lord.

Thank you, Lord. Thank you, Lord. Thank you, God.

God, bless your holy name, Lord. We bless you, Lord. We bless you, Lord.

We bless you, God. Thank you, Jesus. Thank you, Lord.

Thank you, Lord. Thank you, God. Whenever we are in line with truth and we're moving into truth, there's
always a release of joy.

There's always a release of faith. There's always a release of hope in the heart. Always.

God never sends his people out condemned. There's always a release. I may not be yet what God has
called me to be, but by the grace of God, I'm going there.

Give him a shout of glory. Give him a shout of glory in this house. God is fighting for us.

One more time, give him a shout of glory in this house. Hallelujah, hallelujah.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/nyBZBIt1Uw8.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/lord-my-heart-is-open-help-me/
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