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Pentecost Went Outside
by Carter Conlon

Carter Conlon's sermon emphasizes the necessity of the Holy Spirit's empowerment for believers to boldly

witness and transform the world around them.

Duration: 47:40

Scripture: Joel 2:28

Topics: "Pentecost"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker begins by asking God to speak through him and deliver him from his own
thoughts. He emphasizes that the message will not be a mere religious opinion, but an irrefutable
argument for God. The speaker talks about the power and authority that comes from knowing God and
how it can transform lives. He shares a powerful testimony of a Jesus movie being shown in a Muslim
community, where 28 people made a decision to give their lives to Jesus Christ. The sermon highlights the
importance of reverence for God and the supernatural ability that comes from being filled with the Holy
Spirit.

Transcript

This recording is provided by Times Square Church in New York City. You're welcome to make additional
copies for free distribution to friends. All other unauthorized duplication or electronic transmission is a
violation of copyright and other applicable laws.

This recording cannot be posted on any website, however written permission to link to the Times Square
Church homepage may be requested by emailing info at timesquarechurch.org. Other recordings are
available by calling 1-800-488-0854 or by writing to Times Square Church Tape Ministry, 1657 Broadway,
New York, NY 10019. Pentecost went outside. If you'll go to the book of Acts chapter 1 please with me.

We'll begin there. Read chapter 1 verses 4 to 7 and chapter 2, a little bit lengthier portion in chapter 2.
Almighty God, O Lord creator of heaven and earth, I stand before you today and I ask only that I may have
the privilege of being a spokesman for what's on your heart. God, give me the grace to speak what you
are thinking.

Lord, deliver me from all of my own thoughts, anywhere that I think in the natural that this message should
go. Give me the courage so I simply follow you and follow your direction and your leading and as I do,
Lord, I know that you will bless. I'm asking you for a baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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God that has promised in your scriptures to come to this congregation and to all who are of a sincere heart
who can hear this word today. I pray God that you do something so sovereign that it will bring glory to your
name. We step out of the way and ask you to come and give us revelation of who you are, what we are
called to be as your bride in the earth.

I thank you for this with everything in my heart. All I ask is Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, be glorified and I
ask it in your precious name. Amen.

Pentecost went outside. Acts chapter 1 verse 4. Now this is Jesus after he's risen again from the dead and
being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but
wait for the promise of the father, which said he, you have heard of me for John truly baptized with water,
but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Not many days hence or not.

In other words, not many days from now when they therefore were come together, they asked of him
saying, Lord, will this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said to them, it's not for you to
know the times or the seasons, which the father has put in his own power, but you shall receive power
after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you. And you shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and in Samaria and to the uttermost parts of the earth. Now chapter 2 verse 1. And when the
day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as if a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as a fire, and it sat upon each
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began to speak with other tongues as the spirit
gave them utterance.

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men out of every nation under heaven. Now, when
this was noise abroad, the multitude came together and were confounded because that every man heard
them speak in his own language. They were all amazed and marveled saying one to another, behold, are
not all these would speak Galileans? And now here we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were
born, Parthians and Medes and Elamites and dwellers in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia and
Pontus in Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia in Egypt and in parts of Libya about Cyrene and strangers of
Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians.

We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. And they were all amazed and were
in doubt saying one to another, what could this mean or what is this? Others mocking said, these men are
full of new wine. But Peter standing up at the 11, lifted up his voice and said unto them, you men of Judea
and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you and hearken to my words, for these are not
drunken as you suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day.

But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel and it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God.
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh. Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.

Your young men shall see visions and your old men shall dream dreams. And on my servants and on my
handmaidens, I will pour out in those days of my spirit and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in
heaven above and signs in the earth beneath blood and fire and vapor of smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and notable day of the
Lord come. And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
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Now, beloved, this is the promise of scripture.

Christ went to a cross and he paid the price for our sin that God himself may come down in the third
person of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit and indwell us. No longer is he behind a curtain, no longer hidden,
no longer veiled, no longer unavailable to the seeking heart, not just there for the Royal, not just there for
those with influence and power and authority, but all men, all women, bond or free, male or female, every
race, every language, every culture in the world, every education or lack thereof, every social standing
from the top to the bottom, all have free access to a brand new life in God through Jesus Christ. And not
just a brand new life in God, but to be made of God, a wonderment in the earth.

God says, I will come in and dwell you and I'll give you a new heart and I'll give you a new mind and I'll
give you a new spirit. And you will step out from wherever you used to be and the manner in which you
used to live. And you'll be witnesses of me.

Now, it doesn't mean that you will just memorize scripture and go out and start quoting it throughout the
world. Now, the word implies that you will be a living testimony. I'll come and live in you.

I'll change you. You'll be so changed from the inside out. You'll be so given wisdom that you don't naturally
possess.

You'll be given abilities that you weren't born with in the natural. But when you were born again in the
spirit, these new abilities will be given to you. Some will stand as evangelists.

Some will stand as pastors. Others will be teachers of the word of God. Some will lay hands on the sick
and they shall recover.

Some will have a gifting to understand scripture and see how it relates to the events of the past, present
and the future. Some will see the marvelous things and understand intellectually what it is that God is
about to do. And it won't be those that you and I most expect.

It will not be just the elite few. There will be the least expected among us. It will be those who have the
hungry heart.

Those who press in when everyone else may be standing on the mountainside throwing their theological
questions at God. There are still people pressing in beyond all of this activity and one more time touching
the hem of the garment of Jesus Christ, being touched of God, being made whole, being empowered by
the Holy Spirit and moving into this incredible mountain of religious darkness that lives in our world today.
You and I know we're living in the last days.

We know that there's something happening. Storms of unprecedented proportion are beginning to amass
themselves as if the rage of nature itself is against those who have taken for granted the goodness of
God. Folks, we're living in a time where we live on the precipice of eternity, whether we like it or not, with
nations and most likely in the not too distant future, rogue nations coming into contact and having
available unspeakable weaponry in their hands.

We're living in difficult days where there's an untamable passion in the hearts of men and in spite of our
best efforts to promote peace and harmony, it seems to be always eluding this generation, this world that
we're living in. There doesn't seem to be an attainable peace apart from the Spirit of God. Yes, we do have
momentary truces, momentary senses of well-being, but they seem to fade so quickly.
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The ambassadors of peace, Isaiah said, in the last days are going to weep bitterly. I found it tragic to
witness in my generation that much of the professing church of Jesus Christ, to see what those who claim
to have had an intimate encounter with the Holy Spirit have become. It's particularly important because
you and I are living at a time which many are going to be reviewing the promises of the Bible and people
are going to be claiming their heritage of being filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

And folks, we have to be to face these last days. It's my own prayer request now every day, God Almighty,
you've got to touch me again and again and again with the power of the Holy Spirit. I can't stand there.

I'll just be another voice, another argument in the myriads of thousands of voices in this generation.
There's got to be something way beyond even the knowledge that you and I have garnered over the years.
There's got to be an empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

Now there was a day in John 21 where Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, receive the Holy Spirit.
There was another day in Acts chapter two, where he came, the Holy Spirit came in power and took that
fledgling young church and in the power of Christ's life within, took them out of a secluded upper room and
brought them into the public marketplace. You see later on in the book of Acts, when they were facing
persecution, they gathered again and prayed.

And when they prayed, the scripture says the place where they were gathered was shaken. They were all
filled with the Holy Ghost and spoke the word of God with boldness. And so this tells me that I am to come
every day.

I'm to come in every trial. I'm not to lean on my own understanding. I'm not to minister in my own strength.

I'm not to go forward and neither are you into the coming days, only in the power of the natural man,
because that will leave us blinded. That will leave us powerless in the coming days. You and I need the
power of the Holy Spirit.

I've witnessed over the years what appears to be a longing for the Holy Spirit, but it's on an in-house basis.
And that's been the error of Pentecost. Not all, but some.

And of the charismatic movement, those who recognize that the church needs the power of the Holy Spirit.
And they've wanted this power of the Holy Spirit, but they've wanted him on an in-house basis. In other
words, everybody's wanted to come in on Sunday and perhaps Tuesday night, if God really gets a good
billing in your heart.

And they've wanted to run the aisles. They've wanted to clap their hands, shout for joy, jump up and down,
prophesy, but it's all in-house. It's not something that goes outside of the house.

Outside of the house, so many people just go back to work, same old, same old. So little testimony, so
little life, unwilling to be yielded to the purposes of God. And in-house Pentecost has been a breeding
ground for error, tragic error in our generation.

It's like a stagnant pond. A stagnant pond that has no outlet. It may have a plethora of fresh water in it, but
it's good for nothing.

It will just breed mosquitoes. That's all it will do. And whose sole purpose in life is to draw blood for their
own bellies, for their own satisfaction.
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And I can't help but wonder, and I'm not trying to be rude, but what have we come up with in the last
generation? Is it not just a, do we not see? Now I'm not, I'm not, I'm not indicting the whole church
because there's always, always two streams of Christianity. But let me speak for one moment about a
particular stream that just come to the house and all they want is an in-house God, an in-house Pentecost.
They want to draw from the blood and fill their bellies.

And Paul warned about it in the book of Philippians chapter three, verses 18 to 21. He said, many are this
way. He said, I've told you before.

And he says, I tell you now, he says, even weeping, they walk in their enemies at the cross of Christ.
Imagine that. Can you imagine coming to the house of God and being branded an enemy of the cross?
Coming to God with a sense of, I want God, but I don't want God for the right reasons.

I don't want God for the reasons why he has redeemed me by his blood and invited me into his life and
into his power. Verse 19 says, their end is destruction. Their God is their belly, whose glory is in their
shame, who mined earthly things.

Coming to Christ, but yet with a mind, still gripped with the things of this world, still focused on the things of
this world. Folks, you and I will read the Bible based on our value system. We will read it according to our
value system.

We will only see it according to the value system that's in our heart. If you're here today and you are only
interested in bettering yourself and you are only interested in money and you're only interested in
influence and power and authority and society. If it's all about you, you'll read this book.

You'll never see the depths of Christ. You will never fully understand the baptism of the Holy Spirit. You
will join the myriads who are going into error.

It will become just a nonsensical display of flesh and you become part of it. And the whole time thinking
that it's God in the midst of it. Paul says, our conversation is in heaven.

We're not speaking about the things of this world. We're speaking about things that are dear to the heart of
God. The whole purpose of the cross was the redemption of fallen man.

That was the whole reason why God became a man and came to this earth and walked among us for 33
years doing good and went to a cross. The whole purpose of sending the Holy Spirit to a body was that
that work, the testimony of that redemption may be furthered for the next few thousand years, however
long it is until Christ returns. That that testimony might be sent throughout all the world of what God has
done and that you and I are not just to talk about it.

We're to be living witnesses about it. We're to be transformed by the power of God. We are people with a
new heart.

We are people with a new mind. We have a value system, not of this world. We have a value system that
comes from heaven itself.

Our focus is not on ourselves. Our focus is on those that God loves throughout the world who shall
change. He says in Philippians 3, our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he's able to subdue all things unto himself.
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Paul says, no, as we allow the Holy Spirit to bring us to a place where God is glorified in us, he will change
our body. He will change our way of doing things. We'll be brought into the power of both an endless and a
supernatural life.

Now there are many here today and you would agree with me and you would say, I want a fresh
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. I know this is of God and I've read about it. I've heard about it and I want a
fresh, I want this powerful touch of God that is promised to all those who walk with God.

And that's a good thing. I'm glad you have that desire, but are you aware of where this scripture says this
will lead you? And this is the question that I put to this congregation today. I put it to my own heart.

I've put it to any who can hear my voice today. You want the Holy Spirit. You want a greater measure of
the Holy Spirit, but are you aware of where this baptism will lead you? Now you and I must consider this.

Psalm 47 verse 7 says that to sing praises with understanding. We're not to be unaware when we come
into the presence of God of where we're going. Now many of those associated with are subsequently
touched through the blessings of that first experience on Pentecost day that we read about died or were
shunned or imprisoned by the hands of a Christ rejecting world.

They stepped out of the upper room. They stepped into the marketplace. In Acts again chapter 2 verse 1 it
says when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord and in one place.

Now listen, come with me to the upper room. What was the society of that time? The religious leaders had
seemingly triumphed over their hope and their Christ. There was a bloodlust in the society all around
which of eventually was going to be let loose and has been periodically throughout history.

To say crucify this Christ and anyone was bold enough to follow him. Let them suffer the same fate and
they're all up in that upper room and they've come to the place of understanding. The words of Jesus sent
them there.

First of all they're there in obedience and secondly he said listen it's not for you to know. It's not for you to
think about power and influence and authority and all these other things. This is not the way to the
kingdom of God.

He said the father knows these things and you don't need to know them and if there's a day you do it will
come to you. He said no but you're going to receive power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you
and you're going to be witnesses of me in all the world. You're going to be a living testimony.

You're going to be an irrefutable argument. It will not be just a religious opinion about God which we seem
to be relegated to in much of our world today but you will be an irrefutable argument. You'll be the man
who was lame or the woman who was lame leaping in the temple one more time everybody scratching
their heads and saying we know this man was lame.

You'll be the blind man, the blind woman who everybody that knew you said look there's a directionless
person if ever I saw one banging into this wall and running into that door and seemingly unable to find or
finish or start anything of any significance or consequence. Suddenly you have something in your eye.
You seem to know the end game of life.
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You're moving in a power and authority that no one around you knows anything about but they see it in
your eye. They may call your mother and father and say what kind of course did you send this child of
yours on? What brought about this change? The religious don't understand it. Only those who are born
again by the Spirit of God have an understanding what this is all about.

Sing praises with understanding. They're in one accord. They're in one place and they would have an
inner knowledge that if I am going to have God's power come upon me I can't stay in this place.

I've got to go outside eventually. I've got to face this crowd. Oh folks I ask you with all my heart that next
week as we stand in Times Square thousands strong would you let this be a secret prayer in your heart
that it's not just one hour in New York City that you and I stand in the public forum and make a declaration
that Jesus Christ is Lord but let it be a prayer in your heart.

God don't let me go back indoors. Let me stay outside. Let the testimony of my life be a public testimony.

Let me not be ashamed to be a Christian. A young lady that I know very well was in a place of influence
and authority recently and she made a statement to some of the people that were there and said you tell
me why I have to backtrack and be ashamed that I'm a Christian. You tell me why that to approach you
and to approach this organization that you have somehow got it in your in the culture of your organization
that Christianity is somehow substandard.

She said I'm not ashamed to be a Christian. I'm not ashamed to stand here and say I represent Christ. I
live in Christ and move with Christ and folks the people in that room were very moved by this testimony.

Finally somebody stepping out of the shadows and said whether you agree or not I'm not ashamed of the
creator of the universe and the savior of my soul. Praise be to God. They're in one accord and in one
place and you see when you and I get into that place that's where the power of God comes.

When I am in agreement with what God's plan is for my life. When I finally line up with God and I find
myself in that place of saying Lord if this is going to happen it's going to have to be you. There are no
seven steps to this.

There are no six steps to martyrdom. There are no five steps to surviving in the mission field. I've got to
have the power of God and Jesus said go to that place that I've called you to and tarry there until I give
you the power to be what I've called you to be.

Praise be to God. I remember my own story. I was saved two years before I was baptized in the Holy Spirit
and I remember trying my hardest to be a Christian but failing constantly.

I was so embarrassed. I was so ashamed among my own co-workers. I could be everything that I was
supposed to be in church.

I could stand in the balcony. I could open my hymn book. I could sing with great gusto about Christ and
about redeemed.

I loved to proclaim it. I loved to proclaim it in the church but I had an awful hard time in the workplace and I
remember getting to the point where I was so fed up with this mixture in my own heart that I made a
proclamation to my own heart. I said God I will serve you if it kills me wherever it leads.
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I'm just so tired of this mixture. I'm just so tired of trying to figure things out. I know there has to be more
and I'm going through and I don't care what happens to me but God I want you and I want your testimony
alive in my heart.

Only a few days later one of my co-workers, I was a police officer at the time, came to me and says we're
going to the prison. There was a fairly large prison in that city and we're going in uniform and we're going
to testify to the prisoners about what Jesus Christ can do. I remember thinking, I remember sitting at my
desk thinking God has taken me up on it in less than a week.

There had been trouble there and I said to this other man, I said in uniform if there is a riot there we're
history and you know it. We're not, we'll never get out of there alive and he said I know. He said are you
willing to come or not and so I had made this pronouncement if it kills me.

So I decided I'm going to go and on the way there he invited me to a halfway house and on the way to the
prison and he said there's a friend of mine I want you to meet. He's an ex-motorcycle gang member. It's
his first spiritual birthday and I remember thinking oh my goodness this is getting deeper and darker by the
moment.

I had an awfully deep hatred in my heart for motorcycle gang members because of some bad experiences
I had and I didn't even think how could it be possible that this man could be anything other than what I
know these men to be and the initiation rites and what they have to do to be charter members of these
clubs. Something I wouldn't speak about ever from this pulpit but I was personally aware of it and I
remember going to this halfway house all ex-cons all on parole and I walk into this house and I meet this
man and I can't believe that this man ever was affiliated with an outlaws motorcycle group or hell's angels.
I can't believe this.

It doesn't make sense. The man I'm looking at is not that kind of a man. He's got a tender heart.

He can weep before God. You know what he does today? He's a cake decorator in the bakery. Makes
roses, beautiful roses on wedding cakes and I was so stunned and so they said we're going to have a
service tonight and would you like to stay and I was always one to calculate the odds and I thought well
I'm at least I can get out of here.

Prison is a little more risky so yeah sure I'd love to stay and so we ended up staying there that night and
there were testimonies given that evening and then after the testimonies were over some ex-cons came to
me and these guys had had a bad they had bad records. This was not a this was not a you know I
shoplifted a yo-yo and I'm now on parole. These were bad people and but so was I. I just didn't know it at
that time and I remember they gathered around me a few of them said are you filled with the holy ghost
and I remember thinking well you need that.

I don't. I didn't say that but I thought it you know yeah you know and but there's this argument going on in
my mind. You phony.

You've been crying out to God for power and you're looking at men who have what you've been longing for
but it's it's such a it's such a battle in the mind because these are guys I put in jail but now they've got what
I'm supposed to be looking for and you can understand the battle I was fighting and I'm standing there in
uniform. I mean you and they said we'd like to pray for you and first I resisted it and then after a while I
thought oh what harm could it do and then I prayed oh God protect me if there's if there's anything if
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there's anything evil going on in this room don't let it touch me and then so they I stood there and they said
well how do you do this and they said well we're going to put our hands on you we're going to pray for you.
Now you have to understand there's an ex-hells angel there's all these guys that have been out in
maximum security prison and they're gathering around me to pray for me.

I'm in uniform. A guy stood behind me. I turned around said don't stand behind me.

I don't like people standing behind me. He said I may need to stand behind you. I said no you don't.

You don't need to stand behind me. Stand where I can see you and so I just closed my eyes and raised
my hands and they began to pray and folks I don't know how to explain what happened next. The only
thing I can tell you it was a hardwood floor and I didn't feel a thing.

I was speaking in other tongues. I had goosebumps from head to toe. I can't explain to you.

I got up. I went home all the way home. I said okay this this must be just an emotional experience and I'd
open my mouth and out would come this river one more time speaking in a language I'd never learned and
I'm not trying to make this up and I got home and we were we were from a baptist church you have to
understand and those that might be baptist this morning you know what I'm talking about.

I walked in the door. It's almost midnight. I swung the kitchen door open and I said to Teresa hey listen to
this.

I began to speak in other tongues pray and I'm just lost in God. She tells me after she said she was sitting
there so my husband has lost his mind. He snapped.

I went upstairs and changed. It was a clear night. The moon was out.

I remember it. I went through the field of my farm leaping and dancing in the air shouting for joy singing
amazing grace speaking in tongues. I was absolutely caught by the spirit of God and folks from that
moment onward I couldn't stop.

I couldn't stop speaking the name of Jesus. I couldn't stop. It happened suddenly and it says in verse 11 of
Acts 2, Cretans and Arabians we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.

Now the wonderful works is the Megalios and I've shared this with you many times. It means the
anticipated outworking of the inward life of Christ. Things which God had done and things which God is
going to do and I began to be spoken to by the Holy Spirit.

The word of God came alive. Scripture jumped off the page. The Lord began to tell me he was going to
use my life for his glory.

I'd be traveling in many places throughout the world. I had no idea how any of this was going to happen. I
had no speaking ability.

I had no giftings that anybody would look at and say well that guy would make a great preacher or
evangelist or whatever. I just had a heart that said God you've got it all and if I die serving you I die serving
you. That's why folks I've never backed up from that day.
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I've never backed away from any place that God sends me no matter what kind of conflict is going on in a
certain part of the world. I've never backed away and never been afraid by the grace of God. I've stood on
a platform and preached to Muslims in Macedonia, a radical Muslim town and preached the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

There's never been any trepidation in my heart. God has given an ability that can only come from him. I
became aware that I was drawn into the power of a life that was other than my own.

And chapter 2 verse 43 tells us, and fear came upon every soul and many wonders and signs were done
by the apostles. There's irreverence for God. Your life and mine should bring irreverence for God.

I was preaching in a Muslim town because we built a bridge for them and something happened to those
men. At first there was it was just a tolerance. At first was well we'll just endure this guy because his
church built us a bridge.

But that soon changed and you could see the reverence for God. As I stood before them and said I want to
ask you a question, where do I get the power to say I love you? Where do I get the power to come here
from New York City? How do we get the power to build a bridge for you to get to your fields after this war
has been over? Where does that power come from? Why do people care? Why has Times Square Church
sent workers over here? Why have we spent the earnings that God has given to us to do this for you?
Where does the power come from? And I began to speak about another bridge that God built when he
became a man and came to this world and helped us to get from where we are over to the other side. And
I began to share that's why we do these things and in awe and irreverence for God, for God, for Jehovah
God, for Jesus Christ the Son of God began to come into the hearts of these men.

And I saw tears everywhere. Unashamedly there was a weeping broke out all over the audience and men
began to weep. There were no women there because they're not allowed out of the house.

But men who were there began to weep openly. And that night in the center of that town of 8,000, the
Jesus movie was shown on the side of a building and 28 people. Now folks, you have to understand how
incredibly, what a miracle it is for 28 people in a Muslim community to step forward and say, I'm giving my
life to Jesus Christ from this day forward.

Irreverence for God and supernatural ability. When you and I move into the power of the Holy Ghost, or
we allow the power of the Holy Ghost to move into us, some of the deepest and darkest people that you
have to work with and live around, they may not agree with you. They may never show it initially, but there
would be irreverence for God as they see you and I led in a life that is not possible, humanly speaking.

And they see us speaking words that they themselves don't have the power to speak, doing good when
they, all they could do and think was evil. And they look and they see this reverence for God. They see the
supernatural ability.

They understand that God has begun something, which only he could initiate and only he could finish.
Acts 2, 44 and 45 says, all that believed were together and had all things common. They sold their goods
and parted them to all men as every man had need.

The baptism of the Holy spirit brings into our hearts, a compassion that causes us to look away from
ourselves and to the need of others. That's what it's all about. This selfish centered theology of much of
our country today is an anti-Christ doctrine.
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It's against the name of Jesus Christ. It's against everything that God has called his church to be. It's time
for the church to wake up in our generation.

It's time for people in America to say enough deception, enough leading us away from Christ. When we
see what the word of God says, it's a compassion that says, God, not me first others, first, not my needs.
First the needs of others.

First, if I have to give up what I have that someone else may find comfort in God, they may find eternity.
Then so be it. What a tragedy for many who espouse the wrong view of God, get to the top of the
corporate ladder to get before the throne one day and find out you missed the whole thing.

You missed what God had for your life. You missed what your life was supposed to be. It's not about you.

It's about others. And they continued daily verse 46 with one accord in the temple, a dedication comes to
the house of God. The house of God comes first.

The house of God is preeminent. The house of God is not just a one hour thing we do on Sunday. The
house of God is where we gather.

The house of God is the very central core of our value system and breaking bread from house to house.
Corporate worship becomes what we live for. Fellowship with other believers becomes our bread,
becomes our life.

Oh, folks, how, how do we ever fall so far from the simplicity of Christ? And then they ate their meat with
gladness and singleness of heart. This is where joy comes from. They took what God gave to them and
everything brought joy into their heart.

Even the hard places became sweet. Praise be to God. Even the things they didn't understand, they could
put it away and just say, I trust God.

I trust God that no matter what comes my way, no matter what I have to go through that I shall stand, I
shall be whole. I will face him one day, not just in time, but for all of eternity. I will be his and he is mine.

Praise be to God. There's a dedication. There's a joy.

True joy comes from abandonment to God and one's fellow man. That's where joy comes from. That's the
basis of joy.

That's the source of joy. It's when Pentecost goes outside. When Pentecost steps out of the house, goes
into its neighborhood, lifts its hands and says, let me tell you what God has done for me and God will do
for you.

Praise be to God. I remember my brother-in-law, Jim, being invited with his wife who was, he was a brand
new Christian. He was very, very much, his wife was very much, she's not now, she's saved a wonderful
believer now, but she's very, very much against anything to do with Christ and Christianity in the church.

So much so that it threatened the relationship. My wife, Teresa, invited her over with some other ladies for
a Tupperware party. I don't know if you've ever heard of that, some of you.
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I don't know if that's a big New York thing, but it's big in the country. And Jim came with his wife. And so
Jim and I went upstairs and Teresa was downstairs and they were talking about Tupperware.

They're talking about lids and all the stuff that goes with this. And all of a sudden there was a boom on the
ceiling of the living room. Teresa said it was so, the ceiling was hit with such force that the vessels jumped,
the plastic bowls moved.

And she said, oh no, oh no, my husband's up there with my brother. And she went upstairs and right after
her was Jim's wife. And she came upstairs, opened the door to one of our children's bedroom and there's
Jim.

She hit him in the head with the door when she opened it. There he is laying out on the floor. And folks,
this is before you get too church, you just simply believe God.

What I got, you need. That was my theology. Listen, I got something, you need this.

And he said, okay, if I need it, I want it. And I put my hand on his forehead and don't even have to tell him.
He just started speaking with tongues and he just baptized in the Holy ghost.

He's now leading a men's ministry in his church, feeling a call today to be a pastor. God's touched him and
is leading him and guiding him into this wonderful life of Christ. That's where joy comes from.

Joy is in the simplicity of fellowship, of believing and obeying God, of moving forward. Not for the
experience's sake. And that's where much of Pentecost has gone wrong.

It's not for the sake of the experience. It's where the experience is leading to. It's leading to my life and
yours being abandoned to the will of God.

Whatever that is for our life. That's what the power of God is all about. In verse 47, it says, praising God
and having favor with all the people.

And the Lord added to the church daily, such as should be saved, living a life. As I said, a public praise
and the people all around them saying, if this is what God looks like, then I want him to. And that's exactly
what your life and mine is supposed to be.

People look at you and your family. They look at you in your office. It doesn't mean you're perfect, but
you're honest.

You're growing. You're moving. You start speaking and living in a way that the people of this world without
God can't live.

And people look at your life and they say, if this is what God looks like, I want him to. And folks, that's what
Pentecost is all about. And when Pentecost goes outdoors, there will be a great touch of God coming to
the lives of many in this city.

I think of this morning. We have about 8,000 people who attend this church. Could you imagine if you
walked out of this building today and just let God be God? If you let the impossible become possible, if you
and I got to the place of saying, Lord, whatever you call me to, whatever you want to do in my life,
wherever it leads me.
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And I know it's going to be for other people. It's going to be somewhere in some ministry, in some measure
for other people. I know that's where you're leading me.

You're going to take me out of my focus on myself and you're going to give me the focus of heaven. The
Bible says, where two or more agree about something in prayer, it shall be done. God is one and I am the
other.

And when God and I are in agreement, Lord, I will go wherever I will do whatever. I will be that person you
want me to be, but I cannot do it in my own strength. I'll try and I'll fail.

But Lord, you promised to come and be the source of strength for my life. All I can do is follow where you
lead me and trust you for the power to be what you call me to be. And if that's in your heart today, if that's
what you want your life to be, the Lord says, I agree.

I'll empower you. That's what tarrying is about. That's what coming into the presence of God this day and
any day is about, waiting on him until he knows that your heart, my heart and his heart are walking
together in unity.

Father, thank you, Lord, for this time in your word. Oh God, you are speaking to us. You've been speaking
all summer about an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

But today, Lord, you're defining it. You're helping us to understand where this will lead us to. And I pray in
my heart that there'd be no part that will withhold from you.

I ask for the grace to be everything that I'm called to be in this church is called to be. Lord, you have an
exciting life ahead for us. Although it may not be appealing to the natural mind, it is to the spiritual man or
woman.

God, I pray for great grace for even the weakest among us who have lived so long under the lie that their
lives will not amount to anything. Have the courage to say, Lord, if you touch me, I will step out into the
marketplace and my life will be a life where you can glorify your own name through me. I thank you for this
with all my heart in Jesus name.

Now, I have an unusual altar call. It's for people who have heard today what the Holy Spirit is speaking,
what the Holy Spirit is speaking to you. And you are willing to say, God, wherever it leads me, I'm willing to
follow.

That's where you begin to know the supernatural and you will know it. Giftings come with the calling, folks.
That's what the scripture says.

The giftings come with the calling. We're going to worship for at least 20 minutes or so, maybe longer. I
don't know.

As we worship, when your heart is right with God, you will feel the ability to speak with other tongues.
Now, the speaking with other tongues is not the whole experience. It's just the initial evidence.

That's the first ability to do something supernatural. I'll give you the ability to speak with other tongues, but
that's only the beginning. You can't camp there.
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You can't keep running back to church and just wanting another language or to go deeper into things. It's
only the beginning of where I'm leading you. Praise be to God.

Oh, dear. Thank you, Lord. If you could only see the life that God has for you, and I think many of you can,
you're getting it.

He doesn't give us the whole plan, just a step at a time. Just a step at a time. God never told me I'm going
to take you to many places throughout the world.

You're going to pastor in New York City, a church of 8,000, over 100 nations. He never said anything. He
just said, go to the prison.

Go to the prison. That's where it all started. The first step of obedience.

Praise God. I know you're hearing what the Holy Spirit is speaking. Let's stand together, and as we
worship, make your way to this altar, please, and dedicate your life to God.

In the annex, you can stand between the screens and do the same. Just dedicate your all. Just give it all.

Dedicate your whole life to God. Praise God. Praise God.

Praise God. Praise God. And suddenly, suddenly, the scripture says there came a sound from heaven as
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

The presence of God represented by cloven tongues of fire sat upon each of them, and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost. Lift your hands to God. Lift your hands to God.

Oh, hallelujah. Father, thank you, Lord, that you will have a church filled with the Holy Ghost in this last
hour of time. You will have a people baptized from the tips of our fingers to the soles of our feet by the
power of our God.

Lord, we walk in agreement with you, Lord, that our lives are to be given for others. Our lives are to be
given to your purpose, O God, not ours. Lord God, we ask you for the power that we need, Lord, to walk
with you, to talk the talk you give us, O God, to go where you call us to go.

Everyone here, call out to God. Just call out all at the same time. Call out to God.

Ask him to fill you now with the Holy Ghost. Father, thank you. Thank you for the Holy Ghost.

Thank you, Lord, for a mighty baptism. God, you have to have an empowered church in this hour. We give
you praise and glory.

Thank you, God. Hallelujah.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17393.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/pentecost-went-outside/
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