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The Basis of Faith Is Trust
by Carter Conlon

The basis of faith is trust in God's goodness, and embracing His word is essential for growth, transformation,

and intimacy with Him.

Duration: 51:41

Scripture: Genesis 1:11-31, Psalm 18:20, Psalm 119:68

Topics: "Trust"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the power of God's word to transform and reward individuals. He
shares a personal anecdote about his old hockey coach being amazed by his transformation from a
hockey player to a preacher. The speaker then draws parallels to the story of Abraham, who was
promised by God to be blessed and become a blessing to the world. Despite the lack of modern
communication tools, God's word has the power to bring glory to His name and fulfill His promises. The
sermon concludes with the reminder that God empowers believers to rise above obstacles and fulfill their
calling.

Transcript

This recording is provided by Times Square Church in New York City. You're welcome to make additional
copies for free distribution to friends. All other unauthorized duplication or electronic transmission is a
violation of copyright and other applicable laws.

This recording cannot be posted on any website. However, written permission to link to the Times Square
Church homepage may be requested by emailing info at timessquarechurch.org. Other recordings are
available by calling 1-800-488-0854 or by writing to Times Square Church Tape Ministry, 1657 Broadway,
New York, New York, 10019. Pray with me tonight.

God, you've got to open my heart. You've got to open my mind. He promises a new mind.

He promises a new heart. I remember the prayer of Jabez that a lot of people have studied lately in the
last couple of years. And he just said, oh God, that you would bless me, that you would expand my
borders, that you would help me not to be a source of pain to other people.

And I believe that should be the prayer of every honest Christian. God, would you please just expand my
mind and my heart. Give me the ability to understand and to believe your word.
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And let your word begin to live in me. I'm going to speak a little bit about the word of God tonight again.
And I'm trusting with all my heart that we're going to advance in our knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Now Father, I stand before you as a man who needs a touch of the Holy Spirit. Lord, none of us can stand,
none of us can speak, none of us can even understand if you don't give us the ability. And so I'm the first
tonight to bend my knee and confess with my tongue that I need you.

Lord, you have to give me the gifts that I need. You have to give me the power and ability to open this
word or God, it will be profitless in this house tonight. I yield to you and I trust you as the God who does
not fail those who come to you with an honest heart.

You have never failed me. Lord, you've never called me and caused me to stand in the pulpit alone. I've
always known your presence because you're good and your mercy endures forever.

I thank you tonight that you're going to open your word tomorrow night, the night after. You're going to
open your word in an unprecedented way in this congregation. You're going to give us a heart that can
embrace truth that we have heard, we've learned, we've known, we've understood.

God, you're going to do something that only you can do. Father, I'm asking you for an anointing to make
these truths very simple but very profound, to have a deep and elastic impact on every heart of every
hearer who's coming to this house tonight. Jesus, we need you.

We need you, Lord. This is a very, very dark hour. It's time for you to work, Lord.

We need you to come and glorify your name through your people once again. We need you to do a
supernatural, a sovereign, and a miraculous work in each one of our lives that the world around us,
beginning with our own families, may have to stand up and take notice that Jesus Christ is alive from the
dead and seated at the right hand of all authority and all power. God, do your work.

Do your work, Holy Spirit. Come and glorify Christ. Do this tonight, O God.

I pray for an explosion of faith in our hearts. I pray, God, that you give us an eye salve and take away from
our eyes every filth and film of this world that is blocking us to the reality of our Christ, the living Jesus,
who rules and reigns not just through time but for all of eternity. God, every knee is going to bow.

Every tongue is going to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. God, help us tonight to understand these
truths. Help us, Lord, to embrace it.

Help us to move into it, O God. I pray for the miraculous, O God. I pray for faith to arise.

I pray for preachers of the gospel to be born in the sanctuary tonight. I pray for giftings of the Holy Ghost to
be imparted. I pray for supernatural vision, supernatural eyes, O God.

I pray for new hearts of faith and compassion to be imparted by the Holy Ghost for our generation. Jesus,
you planted a church in the middle of Times Square, and now I'm asking you to plant a church in New
York City, in every borough, O God. Let your name be glorified.

Let your name be glorified. Let your name be glorified, O God. Father, I thank you with all my heart.

In Jesus' name. Psalm 119, one verse, verse 68. I'm going to speak a message.
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I gave it a title, The Basis of Faith is Trust. Psalm 119, verse 68. Thou art good, and doest good.

Teach me thy statutes. This is what the psalmist is saying. God, you are good, and you do good.

So teach me your word. It's the basis of a trust in God, the belief that God is good. And many, many
people don't even get beyond that.

They never are fully convinced that God is good. They feel that God is good if they are blessed, if they
have a big bank account, if they feel healthy and happy and whole. But when trouble comes and trial
comes, the very first thing they do is shake their fist at God and accuse Him somehow of some misdeed or
wrongdoing in their lives.

Not understanding that even the hard times come for the purposes of God. If God is sending you through
hard times, it's because He's putting in you an investment of His own life. And later on, when you come
through the other side of your trial, He's going to withdraw that investment.

And you're going to have power in your speech that people of never known trial don't have. He's going to
take you through. Folks, He had to put three Hebrew boys in a furnace so that a king could see that there
is a God who keeps in the midst of a fiery trial.

So that laws in a heathen nation could be changed. He had to put Daniel in a lion's den to prove to a
heathen king that God is able to shut the mouths of lions and deliver like no other God can deliver. There
are times, there are seasons that you and I go through hard times.

But the very essence of faith is the trust that God is good. No matter what is in my life, no matter where I
am or what I'm going through, God is good. When God commissioned David to build the temple, He gave
him a song, a place where he was going to dwell.

Solomon built the temple. And when the temple was completed, the trumpeters and singers came in and
they sang a simple song. God is good and His mercy endures forever.

The only song in the Bible that God wrote about Himself. This is how I want to be known. God is good and
my mercy endures forever.

And the trumpeters began to sing in this play and the singers began to sing. And they began to sing, God
is good and His mercy endures forever. And the Bible says the glory of the Lord came down and filled the
temple.

Folks, the glory comes in this earthly temple when you and I begin to believe that God is good. And His
mercy endures forever. We go through the same floods as everyone else, the same trials, the same
difficulties.

Knock on our doors, our neighbors. They whine and they moan and complain and blame. But the Christian
says God is good.

And His mercy endures forever. God has been so good to me. Hallelujah.

The psalmist in Psalm 56 verses 3 and 4 says, What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee. In God, verse 4, I
will praise His Word. In God, I have put my trust.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4

I will trust in God, no matter what comes my way. David the psalmist said, even if the seas overflow their
boundaries, even if the mountains begin to shake and fall, I will still trust in God. God will still be my
refuge.

He will still be my high tower in the midst of these difficult times. I believe that God is. Hebrews 11, 6, the
author says, Without faith it is impossible to please Him.

For he that comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him. Now, I must believe that He is as a context that I want to share with you tonight. You remember when
the Lord heard the cry of His people who were captivated in a foreign land, He called a man named Moses
to go in with nothing more than a stick and a confidence in God to deliver His own people.

And when Moses said, Who shall I say has sent me? What is your name? He said, Tell them, I am, sent
you. Now, if you look at that in its context, God says, I want to be known as a God who is alive, interested,
and active in the lives of those who call out to me. I am here for you.

I am not against you. I am for you. This is really what He was saying.

This is what I want to be known as. The God who is for those who cry out to Him, not against Him. Not
sitting back with His arms folded, tapping His foot, picking apart every little failing in His people.

No, but a God of incredible mercy. A God who can be trusted when His people cry out to Him. A God who
is willing to speak words of life into those who have known nothing but darkness and confusion.

To bring you out of all captivity and into this incredible abundance of Himself. Not a physical place, but
Himself. This is the abundance that God is always willing to give to those who cry out to Him.

So those who come to God must believe that He is. I believe, God, that You are good. I believe that You
do love me.

I believe that You do want to deliver me. I believe that You are an active, present God, alive within me,
able to change me. You are willing to do the miraculous.

You are willing to expand the borders of my mind and my heart and my life. You are willing to give me gifts
that I could never have without You. You are willing, O God, to put within me an investment of Your life,
that I may stand and be a declaration in my generation that You are God and there is none else.

I believe that You are. I believe that You are here for me. I believe that You are good.

I trust You, God, in spite of anything that comes my way. And that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him. Those who make an effort to know Him.

That's my paraphrase. Those who just make an effort. He's a rewarder.

Those who open the book and say, God, I want to know You. You don't have to be a Hebrew scholar. But
just open the Bible.

If you can't read King James, then buy a translation you can read. And you just start reading it and you
say, God, I want to know You. And this Word, of course, is not dead writing.

This is God's breath. This Word is alive. And the Holy Spirit quickens it and plants it.
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And in the Old Testament, all they had was the Word on stone. It was always way away from them. It was
something hard.

It was something you couldn't really lay hold of. And people tried to obey it, but they couldn't. And God
says, no, I'm going to change everything.

There's a day coming when I'm going to write my laws on people's hearts. I'm going to lift this Word off of
the page. And by the power of the Holy Ghost, it's going to become part of your fabric.

This Word is going to live in you. You don't have to memorize it. It's going to be in you.

You're going to know it. There's a lot of difference. It doesn't say you're going to memorize it.

You're going to know it. You're going to intimately embrace this Word of God. And it's just going to start
flowing out of you like a river of living water.

And I'm a rewarder of those who make the effort to seek Me, who want to know Me. I'll reward you. There'll
be no doubt in your mind.

There'll be no doubt in anybody's mind that ever knew you. I'll reward you. I'll change you.

I will, line by line, little by little, foot by foot, inch by inch, image by image, glory by glory, I will reward you. I
will change you. You will become another person.

People will meet you who knew you five years ago and say, what happened to you? What happened to
you? I've told you the story of my old hockey coach that coached me for years. And I was known as not a
very gentlemanly hockey player. And I remember he saw my name in the paper that I was preaching the
gospel.

Came to a meeting in the town where I was preaching. And when it was over, he came to me and he said,
if I hadn't have seen it, I wouldn't have believed it. He said, but now I've seen it and I believe it.

That's an amazing thing. I've seen it. He couldn't believe that this young man he'd once coached in a
hockey team could ever possibly be preaching anything good.

Now, Romans 10, 17 says, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Faith doesn't come by
doing. Faith comes by hearing.

It's what God is speaking into my heart. Now, how many here tonight, you came to Christ and God began
to speak impossibilities into your heart? He began to tell you he was going to do things in your life that you
knew were humanly impossible for you to do. Now, you have a choice to make at that point.

You can put it away and say, well, this is impossible. It could never happen. I have nothing to bring into
this mix.

But you see, God doesn't want you to bring anything but faith into the mix. Faith that the one who
promised is going to be faithful to do what he said he's going to do. And faith comes by hearing.

And hearing is that that inward heart that says, God, speak to me and don't let me consider anything
impossible that you tell me that you're going to do within my life. And hearing comes by the word of God.
Just like Abraham did.
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The man who moves into the place which God has promised moves into his word. Now, Abraham,
Abraham was moved into a promised land as it is. God said, I'm going to take you out from where you are,
leave your family and you're going to head off and you're going to go to another place.

And in this place, I'm going to I'm going to increase you. I'm going to bless you. And through you and
through your descendants, I'm going to bless the whole world.

Now, that's that's really a big promise. That's a big promise. I mean, there's no television.

There's no radio. There's no five fold glossy things. There's there's nothing.

How do you get the word out? How do you bless the world? I mean, it would it would take half your life
even to travel around the world. How do you bless the world? But Abraham, it says, believe God. It was
counted to him for righteousness.

Abraham simply believe God. No, it was it was much more impossible to him as it is than it would seem to
us today. But yet it was possible because God had spoken it into his heart and Abraham got up and
headed into a place that God had promised him.

And I wonder how many tonight are blessed as it is, as Paul says, with faithful Abraham, that you've gotten
up from wherever it is that you are, whatever kind of family you're in, whatever kind of a lineage you have,
whatever whatever kind of an experience has been your experience. And you've just gotten this word and
you're not physically going anywhere. But in your spirit, you've gotten up and you say, God, I'm not staying
here.

You said that you're going to increase me. So I believe that you said that you're going to give me a
generation after me. And that's going to be a blessing to other people.

I believe that. And you said that through my life, that the whole world is going to be blessed. I believe that
because I'm part of a large body now called the Church of Jesus Christ.

It is in all the world. And I believe, God, that you're going to use me in measure as part of that body to be a
blessing to my generation. Abraham moved into the word of God.

Now, folks, there's a lot of people today who try to move into experience. They try to move into emotion.
And I don't deny emotion.

I'm a fairly emotional person at times. But really, emotion doesn't change you. I can move into emotion,
but I will not be changed.

I can run around all over the country looking for somebody to make me shake and dance. But I will not be
changed by that. I'm changed as I move into the word of God.

Now, go with me to Genesis 1, please, if you will. This is the man like Abraham who moves into God's
word and says, God, you are good and you do good. I believe this.

You have to believe this tonight. If you don't believe this and everything I'm saying is of no value to you,
you have to believe that God is good. And everything he does is good.
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Everywhere he's going to take you is good. Everything he allows into your life is good. The bitter things
and the sweet things are all good.

Everything is good that God does. Now, folks, this is an understanding in my heart that brought me
personally through some very difficult times. I've known what it's like to have my house burned to the
ground.

I've known what it's like to have my eldest son burned in a fire. I've known what it's like to be sick for a
couple of years on end. I've known some hardship over the years.

But I've had this deep inner knowledge that God is good. And every time I've come to the other side, I've
understood the purpose of God. Every time I've come through some of these times, I'm not questioning
God, not accusing God, but believing that he's allowed these things for a purpose.

At the end of the journey, I've understood the purpose. And today I can say like Solomon and all of those
that sang, God is good and his mercy endures forever. Thank God that he's good and his mercy endures
forever.

Now, Genesis, I'm going to look in the Bible at the very first times that God spoke, the very first recording
in Scripture of the voice of God, of God actually speaking and saying something. In Genesis 1, 1 says, In
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form and void, and
darkness was upon the face of the deep.

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light. And there was
light.

Now, in the original text, here's what it means. The earth was without form. It means it was confused,
empty, desolate, and it was in a state of unreality.

The word void means it was empty. It was an indistinguishable ruin. And darkness was on the face of the
deep.

And the word darkness means falsehood and ignorance. And I looked at that and said, God, that was me
before you spoke into my life. All of this.

I was confused, empty, desolate. I lived in a state of unreality. I was empty.

I was an indistinguishable ruin. I lived in falsehood and ignorance was on my face. And, folks, if you don't
believe it, go back and look in your photo album at some of your pictures before you came to Christ.

I have one of those pictures. And if I could put it on the screen tonight, you'd be shouting amen. It's true,
Pastor.

You were confused, empty, desolate, living in a state of unreality, empty, an indistinguishable ruin, living in
falsehood and ignorance was on your face. And that's the reality. That's how all of us live apart from God.

That's where man was rejected. God has gone. Man without God is an indistinguishable ruin and living in
ignorance and living in falsehood just as the world was until God said, let there be light.

Amazing. I think of the Gospel of John where it says Jesus Christ was that light. It's an amazing thing.
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Can you remember when God first spoke, when you first heard His voice? Can you remember when you
first came to Christ? I don't know if you can remember. I do. When that night or that afternoon or day when
you first received Christ as your Savior and God's voice first came into your life.

And just as in creation, because everything I believe is a type in the Bible of Jesus Christ. And God spoke
to you and said, let there be light. And it was only just as you open a door in a darkened room.

And it's not like the room is flooded. It's just a stream as it is of light starts to come into a darkened place.
But you were changed.

You woke up and you were not as confused as you've been the day before. You knew in your heart there
was a change. The confusion was gone.

All of a sudden, you didn't know the whole Bible, but you knew something. You knew instinctively, I'm
heading for home. I've found the One who created me.

I know the reason why I'm alive. You're no longer living in this undistinguishable ruin. You're no longer
having to live in falsehood.

And there's this inward knowledge that I've heard the voice of the One who created me. And He's calling
me to Himself. And this incredible inward joy.

My own testimony is the morning after the afternoon that I gave my life to Christ. When I came to Christ, I
didn't come. I wasn't in a service.

I was in a car heading for work. I had been reading the Gospel of John. I pulled over on the side of the
road.

May 12, 1978, at about 2.50 in the afternoon. I pulled over on the side of the road. And I said, Jesus, if
what I'm being told is the truth, if what I see is right in this book, I either have to give my life to you or I'll
never call myself a Christian again.

And I invite you to come into my life to be my Lord and my Savior. And I put my car back in drive. I went to
work.

I worked my regular shift. I went home. I didn't hear any bells go off.

There was no great emotional experience. But as sure as God lives, the next morning I woke up. I was
sitting on the edge of my bed and I knew I was changed.

I knew I was changed. Light had come into this confusion. God, through His Word, had spoken to me.

As much as I could understand in the Gospel of John, He had spoken to me. I knew He was the Son of
God. I knew He was my Savior.

I knew He had an undeniable right to the reins of my life. I knew that if I was going to go to heaven, it was
going to be through Him and through Him alone. I knew this in my heart.

And I heard His voice calling me. And light came into this dark and ruined place. And, folks, the Bible says,
And God saw the light, that it was good.
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And God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light day and the darkness He called
night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

And that's the very first thing that begins to happen to us when we come to Christ. The very first thing of a
genuine conversion is you start to know the difference between what is right and what is wrong. There is
an instinctive knowledge of the Holy Spirit that comes into the heart.

You go back into the lunchroom just like you always have. Somebody starts telling a dirty joke just like
they always have done. And all of a sudden there's this arrow in your heart.

You don't have all of the Scripture. You can't even respond to it. But you now know the difference.

How do you know this? It's because God has come into your life. There's a light in you now. There's a
dividing between what is Him and what is good and what is evil.

You don't have the full context but you know it because there's light within you. Now, folks, a lot of people
never move from this place. I've known Christians over the years who've come to Christ and they've
experienced this euphoric salvation.

And they spend the rest of their days trying to relive this experience. Trying to be there for the winning
touchdown as it is over and over and over again. And they camp there at this place where they were
saved.

They're 40 years in God but their testimony is still about back in good old 63 what God did in my life. And
how He drew me out of sin and how He did this and He did that. But it's a 40-year-old testimony.

What they don't realize is that if you see it in Genesis is God just keeps on. He doesn't just speak and call
you out of darkness. He keeps on speaking.

Now, folks, He spoke for six consecutive days into this darkened world. And it was only on the seventh
day that the world and God came to a position as it is of rest. And in the Scriptures it says, Mark the
perfect man or mark the man in whom the work of God has been perfected.

For the end of that man is peace. If I've allowed God to speak into my life, if He has drawn me to the
places where He wants me to go, I'm going to move into the rest of God. That's why the author of Hebrews
says, strive to enter into the rest of God.

Almost ironically saying, if you're going to work for something, work for this. Work not for your salvation but
work to enter into the rest of God. The only way I know that that can happen is I have to let God keep
speaking into my life.

I've got to open this book and He has to have open access to my heart. He has to have the ability to
challenge me on anything that offends His nature and His character. He has to have the ability to speak
into my heart and possibilities that I begin to embrace as possible because the one who created the
universe is the one who is speaking it.

Verse 6 in Genesis 1, we see the second time God spoke. And God said, well, Psalm 119 verse 130 says,
The entrance of thy words gives light and gives understanding to the simple. When God begins to speak,
light begins to come into the heart and into the soul.
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And thank God for that light. I don't know how you feel about it tonight, but I say thank God. I am not
confused in a darkened generation.

I know where I'm going. Verse 6, it says, And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the
waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament and divided the waters
which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament, and it was so.

Now, I'm using these as types in the Christian life of what God does. He saves us. He calls us out of
darkness.

He begins to reveal to us who He is. And the next thing God did in the creation of the world is He divided
the waters. Waters that were above and waters that were beneath.

And one of the things that He does in the Christian life is He teaches us the difference between worldly
knowledge and heavenly knowledge. We begin to discern which is from above and which is from beneath.
Hallelujah.

The Word of God is always referred to in the Scriptures as water, living water. Out of His belly shall flow
living water. Ezekiel 36, I'll wash you with clean water, and you shall be cleansed from all your impurities
and from all your sins.

We begin to know if you are in the Word of God, you know instinctively when somebody is speaking from
heaven or if they're speaking from the earth. You know the difference. You have to be in the Word of God.

Thank God. I was saved in a Baptist church. I think that's what you'd call it, Associated Gospel in Canada,
but it's really Baptist.

And I was really grounded for about two years in the Word of God. Studied this text and devoured it. And I
remember the first time, among the first times, I went into some full gospel meetings.

And preachers got up who were much more slick than the pastor who I'd been discipled by. And I
remember they opened their mouths and, oh, they can mesmerize you. They're brilliant speakers.

But I remember I knew the Word of God and I'm thinking, hey, that's not right. That's not what the Word of
God says. And you begin to know what's from above and what's from beneath.

Or even, they would even speak words that seem to be from above, but they're coming from a source that
is beneath. They're coming from the heart of a man who wants to be admired, for example. Oh, I tell you,
discernment comes in.

When God speaks, discernment comes in. You begin to know who is speaking for God and who is not
speaking for God. And God called the firmament heaven.

Hallelujah. In other words, He called that which is above heaven. And the rest, of course, we know what
that is.

Verse 9, the entrance of thy words, Psalm 119, verse 99, says, The entrance of thy words gives
understanding. I begin to know what is God and I begin to know what is not God. Genesis 1-9 says, And
God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together into one place, and let dry land appear.
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And it was so. What does Psalm 119, verse 105 say? Thy word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my
path. God says, I'm going to make land appear.

And the type, as I see it, is I'm going to give you a clear path to walk on. You're going to be out of
darkness. You're going to know what is my voice and what is not.

And I'm going to set a path before you to walk through this world. And you're going to walk on this path,
and you're not going to be confused by any contrary arguments. You're going to know where I'm leading
you.

Hallelujah. Thank God. I know where I'm going.

I don't have to guess. I know where I'm going. Christ is leading me.

I know every day as I get up that He's said in His Word that He's going to order my steps. Hallelujah. He's
already prescribed my day.

I don't have to figure it all out. I have to just follow Him and love Him with all my heart. Open His Word, and
He says, I'm going to cause the water to part, and there will be dry land right in front of you.

Just walk on it. What did He do for the children of Israel? He parted the water and brought them through
on dry land. Everything speaks about Jesus Christ in this Bible.

Verse 11, it says, And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass and the herb yielding seed, and the fruit
tree yielding fruit after its kind, etc., etc. And as I see it, God says, I'm going to make now provision for you.
I'm going to provide for your every need.

I'm going to draw you out of darkness. I'm going to give you discernment. I'm going to set a path before
you.

And along that path, you're going to find provision. Everything you need for life and godliness, you're going
to find it in My Word. It's all in Jesus Christ.

It's all been provided for you. You'll not want for any good thing. You'll walk through in the midst of a dark
and confused generation, and you'll be singing, I'm satisfied, I'm satisfied, I'm satisfied.

Every day I'm able to go to the table, and every day I have bread enough for my own hunger and much
more to spare for those who are around me. I have enough water so that I have so much to drink that out
of my inward parts flows a river of living water for those that are thirsty. And God saw, in verse 12, it says,
And God saw that it was good.

Remember, everything that God does is good. Verse 14 says, God said, Let there be lights in the
firmament of heaven to divide the day from the night. Let them be for signs and seasons, days and years.

Let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth. And it was so. And God
made two great lights, the greater to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night.

And He made the stars also. And He set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth
and to rule over the day and rule over the night and to divide the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good.
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The Lord says, Not just do I save you and bring you out of darkness and give you a path and set provision
before you, but I show you the future. You're not among those who have an uncharted course in life. You
don't have to try to figure out tomorrow.

I'm going to give you clear signs that I'm with you. I'm going to guide you through this darkened world. You
don't have to try to figure it out.

I promise that I will guide you through. And God saw, verse 18 says, that it was good. Everything He does
in your life and in mine is good.

The man who loves God says, Lord, Thou art good and doest good. And verse 20, I'm not going to do
them all because there's so much in here. But He says, And God said, Let the waters bring forth
abundantly the moving creature that has life.

And we have living water within us. And there's an abundance of God. There's an increase every day.

The life of Christ begins to be our life. We're so changed. We don't get old and stale and religious.

We get young and new and revived and invigorated every day of our lives. Hallelujah. I believe with all my
heart the older Christian should put the younger one to shame for his zeal for God and his vigor for the
things of the Lord.

Oh, and the owl. And he says, Not only that, but the fowl that may fly above and the earth above the earth
in the open firmament of heaven. This is where God makes birds.

And I was thinking there's a scripture says, Then wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall
mount up with wings as eagles. God says, No, I'm not just going to bring forth life in them, but I'm going to
give them the power to rise above circumstances.

I'm going to give them the power to scale every opposition that the enemy would set in front of them.
Surely in vain, the scripture says, The net is spread in the sight of any bird. Surely in vain, the devil will try
to stop the living church or the living Christ.

Surely in vain, the heathen will try to cast off the effect and testimony of Christ in his church. God says,
No, I'll give you the power to rise above everything. The enemy would set in front of you to try to stop you
from doing what I've called you to do.

Verse 21 at the end says, And God saw that it was good. Folks, everything he's speaking is good. He's
come to this empty place.

He's come to this barren place. And everything he's speaking is good. Everything he's creating is good.

Do you not understand? This is about you tonight. It's not about the earth thousands of years ago. And it
goes on to verse 24, where God said again, Let the earth bring forth.

And God saw that it was good. And then in verse 26, he says, And God said, Let us make man in our
image. This is an incredible thing.

God begins to speak. And verse 29 again, God said, I've given you every herb bearing seed, which is
upon the face of the earth, and every tree, which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed. And to you shall it be
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for meat.

And verse 31 says, And God saw everything that he had made. And behold, it was very good. This time
the word varies in there.

It was so good. Everything God did was good. Everything he made was good.

The fish, the stars, the pathways, the light, the provision, the birds, and finally man. And God looked down
and said, This is very, very good. Hallelujah.

And the scripture says he rested from all of his work on the seventh day. Now, if you were to study
Hebrews, you'll find clearly that those who have found God have entered into his rest. You're able to, God
looks down and says, You're not perfect, but this is very, very good.

I'm not talking about perfection that comes because... We are perfect in Christ. Don't misunderstand this.
But we may not yet be everything that God wants us to be, but he looks down.

And if you have a heart that loves him, if you have a heart open to truth tonight, you have to understand
that God is looking at you tonight and he says, This is very, very good. Gabriel, have you considered this?
This is very good here. Take a look over here.

Row 13, seat F5. This is very, very good. I've found a heart that is absolutely open to me.

I've found a heart that is walking in truth. I've found somebody who is diligently seeking me, who believes
that I am, and that I'm a rewarder of those who seek, who trust me in the hard times and in the good times.
And I see something very, very good.

I see something of my creation that is able to honor my name. Now, the first time that God says, I see
something that is not good is very interesting. You'd be surprised what that is.

Now, it's not after Adam sinned. It's before Adam sinned. God looked down and said, I see something that
is not good.

That's the first time you hear these words from God. In chapter 2, verse 15, it says, The Lord God took the
man and put him into the Garden of Eden to dress it and keep it. That's chapter 2 of Genesis, verse 15.

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the Garden thou mayest freely eat. But of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it. For in the day that thou eatest thereof,
thou shalt surely die.

And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a helpmate for him.
That's the first time that God looked at something and said, It's not good.

It's amazing, isn't it? Now, it wasn't being negative. He was looking down at Adam. And God had the right
to the exclusive affection of Adam.

He had the right. He had created Adam. But you see, God cares about us.

And He looked down at Adam and He saw something that was deficient. And He said, It's not good that he
should be alone. I'm going to make him a helpmate.
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Now, this is an incredible thing. Because God would have spoken to Adam. And He would have said to
Adam, Adam, there's something missing in you.

In your life. Now, hear me very clearly on this. And I want to give it to you.

And it's good. Adam had never seen a woman. He didn't know what a woman looked like.

But God said, It's good. And you need one. Now, how many single guys tonight can say amen to that
pastor? Amen.

God is good. And this is a good thing. But He said, But first, I have to take something out of you before I
can give this to you.

You have to trust me, Adam. Now, God's ways are not our ways. Why can't, you know, if I were Adam, I'd
say, Well, can't you just kind of speak this woman into existence? God says, No, no, no.

I have to do something in you first. There's something in you that I have to take out of you. And when this
thing is taken out of you, then this thing which is good will be brought into your life.

And see, Adam had to trust God because he was really not familiar with, he had not seen another human
being. He had no idea what a woman was. But God said this was good.

And so he had to trust God to take out of him what God said had to leave him in order that he could bring
this good thing into his life. And I think this is where many people miss out on what God has. We become
so familiar with what we have and who we are.

And when the Lord comes and he says, Now, I'm going to open the word to you and I want to show you
something that is not good in you. This is not good. And we're so threatened by it.

We've lived with it for so long and we have even believed that it is a good thing. We're not willing to let
God speak into that area of our life and subsequently rob ourselves of this incredible blessings of God that
he wants to bring into our lives. Because we simply won't agree with God.

When God says this is not good. I think of the number of men here tonight who could actually agree with
the Scripture and say, God, you know, I need a wife. I mean, it says in the Scripture it's not good for a man
to be alone.

And it isn't really in most cases, unless you have the gift of singleness, which is a spiritual gift that I don't
think anybody wants in our generation. It's like the spiritual grim reaper showing up at your door. The Lord
says, I have to take this from you.

And there are men here tonight who say, well, God, you know I need a wife. When the Lord says, you do.
But you see, you have this thing under your heart, in you, called selfishness.

And I have to take it out of you before I can give this good thing to you. Lord, I want to be an evangelist. I
want to travel the world.

I want to preach the gospel to every creation. And the Lord says, yes, this is good, but you have this thing
called ambition inside of you. And I have to take it out of you.

Oh, God, I want to love truth with all my heart. I want to be a man of truth. I want to be a woman of truth.
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I want to be known for truth. And God said, this is a good thing. But you have this thing in your heart called
a lying self-image.

You have a lying spirit. And I have to take this out. Can you trust me to take this out of you? And it's
amazing that Adam was put in a position of faith almost immediately.

And this has always been where humankind is in our relationship with God. And God puts him into a deep
sleep. It's as if it can seem sometimes like life is taken away when God is dealing with the deep issues of
the heart.

It can seem almost like hope is gone. And all we are doing is letting God take out the familiar, which is not
necessary. And then he wakes Adam up.

And can you imagine? Can you just imagine when Adam wakes up and first looks at Eve? I often wonder,
is he feeling how many more of these things are inside of him? And God says, no, only one per customer.
And then God finishes it off. He brings Eve to him.

And he says, this is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. This is what God has always desired with
his church. That we so embrace Christ.

We so embrace the word of God that his life is our life. Because ultimately this is a marriage relationship
with Christ for eternity. We are the bride.

He is the bridegroom. We reach out and receive him by faith and say, now you, Jesus, are bone of my
bone. You are flesh of my flesh.

And the scripture says, therefore shall a man leave his father and mother and shall cleave to his wife. And
the true Christian life is a life where we are willing to leave behind like Abraham did. Our old ways of
thinking, old behavior, old sins, old habits, old attitudes.

And we cleave to that which is Christ in us. And we bring him honor and glory. And all through this walk,
we're able to say God is good.

Lord, you've not done anything to me but speak into my life for good. If we're going to grow in the word of
God this year, there has to be a willingness to say, God, you have to take out of me what is not good. And
you can't pray that until you believe that God is good.

And that he won't take out something from you without replacing it with something much, much, much
better. Something that will satisfy. Takes ambition out of the heart and replaces it with a Christ-born
willingness to obey and a humility.

Takes selfishness out of the heart and cowardice and replaces it with faith and the ability to give oneself
for others. He takes out what is not good and replaces it with that which satisfies the deepest needs of our
heart. That's why we need again to open the word of God in its full context.

I have lived as a Christian for a lot of years now and I've preached probably longer than I've been a
Christian in a sense that it's longer in ministry than before I was in ministry. But it's still a cry of my heart.
Lord, if you see anything in me that is not good, take it out of me.

You'll quite often hear that. I pray that all the time. I prayed in my own devotions.
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God, please don't let an attitude of heart get a hold of me. Don't let me move in a direction that is not good.
Don't let me be an instrument that the enemy can use to cause pain in anybody's life.

Just take it out of me. Whatever is not good, take it out. And he has answered that cry in my heart and
continues to answer it.

Tonight, I want to finish this service before we move into tomorrow night with a simple altar call. The altar
call is, God Almighty, take out of my life whatever you have to, but open your word to me. Now, Father, I
have delivered your word tonight.

I have delivered it as exactly as you've given it to me. I know this in my heart. And Lord, I am the first to
yield to it.

God, attitudes of heart, secret ambitions. Things that you see that we don't. I do pray, God, that you give
me the faith of Adam, who yielded to you and let you take a rib out of his body, that you may bring
something much better into his life for him.

And I pray that you might take out of my life and the lives of this church, even things that we think are
good. We've grown accustomed to them. They have seemingly held us together and given us comfort.

But you say, Lord, this is you say this is not good and you want to take it out. And I pray, Father, with all
my heart. Then in this church, you'll find the people who are willing to let you speak.

And I'm willing to believe that you're good and that what you do, you do because you love us. God, help us
in this thing tonight. I ask it in Jesus mighty name.

Psalm 119, verse 68 says, Thou art good and doest good. Teach me thy statutes. God, we believe that
you are good and what you do is good.

So now teach us your word. Guide us into that which comes from your mouth and from your heart. Lord,
you don't speak to your people for evil.

You speak to us for good. And everything you take us through is for good. And everything you allow into
our lives is for good.

Oh, God, thank you. God, thank you. God, thank you that we can trust you.

Thank you, Lord Jesus. Lord, that you are kind and your hand is upon us for good. Jesus, we bless you
tonight.

We thank you from the very depths of our heart. Folks, just lift up your hands and thank him and praise
him tonight. I know that these things will be the delights of my heart, and will bring honor, and will bring
glory to your name.

Oh, God, open your word to me. Give me eyes to see. Give me ears to hear.

Give me a heart to believe. and guide me and lead me into the life of Jesus Christ, which is my life. This is
my inheritance.

This is my promise. Glorify Your Name in me and through me. Glorify Your Name! Glorify Your Name!
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Bring Glory to Your Name! Bring Glory! Hallelujah Lamb of God! Bring Glory to Your
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Name! Hallelujah! Thank You Jesus! Thank You Jesus! Thank Him! Thank Him! Thank Him! Thank Him!
God is good! God is good! God is good! God is good! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Oh God! Thank
You God! Thank You that we can trust You! This is the conclusion of the message.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/13/SID13946.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/the-basis-of-faith-is-trust/
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