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The Call of the Shipmaster
by Carter Conlon

The sermon calls for a return to prayer and revival in response to the darkness and wickedness of the world.

Duration: 49:01

Scripture: Nehemiah 4:14, Psalm 18:1-3, Psalm 20:6-7, Psalm 34:17-19, Jeremiah 20:9, Malachi 3:16, Romans 8:19,
Hebrews 4:16, James 5:16, 1 Peter 1:7

Topics: "Prayer Revival", "Spiritual Awakening"

Description

This sermon is a powerful call to prayer and revival, emphasizing the need for believers to awaken to the
urgency of the times and seek God's presence. Drawing from the story of Jonah, the message highlights
the importance of responding to God's call, even in weakness, and the impact of prayer in bringing about
spiritual awakening and transformation. The speaker urges for a return to fervent prayer, intercession for
the nation, and a bold proclamation of the Gospel, emphasizing the need for a revival in churches and a
deepening of personal devotion to God.

Transcript

I want you to turn to the book of Jonah, please, if you will. Chapter 1, it's about, depending on the size of
the print in your Bible, it's about 30 to 40 pages back from the end of the Old Testament. So go to the end
of the Old Testament and then just go backwards, go left, and you'll hit the book of Jonah.

In my Bible, it's about 40 pages because mine is a super giant print. For those that think that I've had a
healing in my eyes, it's not so. I've got about seven words on every page here in my Bible.

Messages the Lord's given me that I believe is from the heart of God this morning is called the cry of the
ship master, cry of the ship master. Father, I thank you, Lord, for giving me the ability to speak this word
today. Thank you, mostly, that you've called this church to prayer.

Thank you for those who fast on Tuesday night, all day Tuesday, for prayer here in the sanctuary and for
the presence of the Holy Spirit that has come here. Thank you, Lord God Almighty, for guiding us, not in
our strength but in our weakness. You're calling us to yourself.

Help me today, Lord God, to speak from your heart. Deliver me from all preconceived thoughts of what I
should share. And I pray, God, that you take over my inward man and give me the grace to speak your
heart today, Lord, to those people that you've gathered to hear this message.
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I thank you for it with all my heart. Bless this day with your presence, Lord. God Almighty, we thank you for
walking with us and being among us, Lord.

And we thank you for it in Jesus' name. The call of the ship master, Jonah chapter 1, beginning at verse 1.
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah, the son of Amittai, saying, arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and cry out against it, for their wickedness has come up before me. But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish
from the presence of the Lord.

He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it to
go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. But the Lord sent out a great wind on the sea, and
there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up.

Then the mariners were afraid, and every man cried out to his God, and threw the cargo that was in the
ship into the sea to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship and had
lain down and was fast asleep. So the captain came to him, and the King James, he's called the ship
master, came to him and said to him, what do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God.

Perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish. This is an incredible story, and you'll see it
repeated throughout the scriptures. There are so many things of the ways of God, of the kingdom of God,
when you begin to study.

I study my Bible in four places every day. And I'm reading through, technically, simultaneously the whole
gospel at the same time, rather than getting stuck in one portion of scripture and more or less losing the
balance of the fullness of the word of God. And you see this pattern repeat itself over and over again.

A man who knew that his calling was to cry out on God's behalf to a people who were facing a coming
judgment because of their sinful behavior. I remember, I don't know how many, I can't tell you how many
times Pastor David Wilkerson told me, see, Carter, the Lord sent me here to New York City to establish a
church in Times Square to cry out because this society is becoming wicked and its days numbered. And to
gather a remnant, in other words, to warn of the coming judgment of God, and to gather all who can still
hear, whether it's strictly in the city or it's on the internet, wherever this church's sphere of influence might
travel.

I've never forgotten that. It's still very much in my heart that this is the purpose of Times Square Church.
We were set in place as a lighthouse.

But I want to remind you that a lighthouse is only a tourist attraction until the darkness comes. Then when
the darkness comes, then the beam that radiates from it can make a tremendous difference for those that
are looking for safety. And it's kind of ironic, it's now, and when we're entering into a season of incredible
darkness in this world, that the beam, as it is the radio waves from this church are going out across the
nation, calling this country back to prayer again.

And please be in prayer with us about this. Fast with us on Tuesday. Pray that God give us the grace to go
back to prayer again.

For it is written, my father's house shall be called a house of prayer. Let's not make it a den of thievery any
longer. A place where the stranger comes in and doesn't get an answer to his prayer, where the widow
doesn't find her comfort.
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Let's go back to prayer in the house of God again. You and I are called today in the same way that Jonah
was. Your life and mine are to be a testimony of the goodness of God, and our speech must be seasoned
with compassion and warning of a day of divine justice soon to come.

You saw that two weeks ago on Sunday night when God gave a message from this pulpit in the
evangelistic service about the sorrow that will be in the heart of God when he has to send people into this
place called hell for all of eternity. And the hell that that will be to so many people when they finally stand
in the presence of divine love, so pure, they've never experienced anything like this ever in time, only to
realize that what they forsook on the earth now they have to forsake in essence for all of eternity. What a
tragedy that's going to be.

That the last memory before they're cast into eternal darkness is this blazing, burning passion in the son of
God's heart for them, for each man, woman, and child ever created in the image of God. And you and I
must warn about this day. We must tell people it is a tragedy.

I think in our generation that there's so few that are willing to speak about this now, even in the house of
God. Everything's just about blessing and about niceness. Forgetting, Paul said, knowing the terror of the
Lord we persuade men, knowing what's coming our way.

Knowing that there's a day of darkness for those who don't receive Christ as Lord and Savior. And folks, I
don't make any apology for that. That's truth.

That is the word of God. There's no need to apologize for it. Many in our generation have done like the
prodigal son in Luke chapter 15, and like Jonah did.

Jonah took this incredible calling of God on his life. And he was given resources to accomplish it. Did you
know that whatever God has called you to do, you already have the power to do it? If you and I are willing
to go into the prayer closet, that's where my calling came from.

It didn't come from people. It didn't come from good ideas. I didn't read a magazine that said, hey, why
don't you go into the ministry? There's great opportunities there available for you.

That's not the way it happened. It happened because I started to pray. And when I began to pray, God
began to speak.

And when he began to speak, I was now brought into a place of having to make a decision. Do I agree
with God or do I push away this calling? Do I push away what God is speaking to my heart and gravitate to
what I think that my life should be and where it should go? And that's what Jonah did. He took these
resources and the calling, and he had a firsthand knowledge of how merciful God was inclined to be.

You have that. Many who are here today, you know how merciful God is. Your own story is all you need.

You don't need anybody else's story. It's your story. You know what you did.

You know what your life is like. You know even as a Christian what you would do in secret places, but yet
the mercy of God still has covered you and still has called you to himself. You have a firsthand knowledge
of the mercy of God.

Jonah had that knowledge of God's mercy. When you read the end of the book, you'll find him saying that
very, very clearly. But instead of doing what he's called to do, he took a journey very far away from the
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heart of God.

That's what we have done in America in the last few decades. We've undertaken a similar journey to both
the prodigal son and the prophet Jonah. The prodigal son took his inheritance that his father gave him,
and he went far away from the heart of God, and he lavished it on himself.

And I think of what's happened in this nation. I'm not here to bash America. Please don't misunderstand
me.

But if you're trying to wake up somebody that's sleeping, you've got to say some things, you've got to say
them plain. If a trumpet makes an uncertain sound, how do the people prepare themselves to battle? You
have to understand, I speak out of a heart of compassion, not condemnation. There's a huge difference.

Not here to judge anybody. David the psalmist said, oh God, if you marked iniquity, none of us would
stand. Who among us would stand? So I know I stand by grace.

And so the compassion, the cry that comes from my heart to you as a people today and to this nation, as
God gives us ability to go out across it, is to wake us up to our incredible inheritance and what the purpose
of it is. You think of all the theology that's gone on, and it's all been focused on self. You see, the prodigal
son took this incredible inheritance and just focused on himself.

It was all about me. It was about my journey. It was about my blessing.

It was about my slice of the pie. It was about me enjoying myself. And the scripture calls it just licentious
living, really, living for himself.

Now, Jonah didn't go visibly astray like the prodigal son did, but he took a journey where he chose to
become unattentive to the cries of perishing people around him. Though he had within himself the power
to make a difference, he simply chose not to. And that's the sad reality of our time.

Many people in the house of God have simply made a choice. We know, we come to the knowledge of
what our lives are supposed to be on the earth. We're a testimony of the glory of God.

We're supposed to be salt in our streets, a light set upon a hill that cannot be hidden. We're supposed to
endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. We're supposed to understand that all who live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

It will not be an easy journey, but we're not fighting for ourselves. That is already secure. I'm already going
to heaven.

I'm not fighting for myself. I'm fighting for you now. There's a huge difference.

Jonah knew this, and he simply chose to go the other way. He chose, he made a willful choice. He
understood, as many have done in our time, we've understood the cross.

There was a time in my life, folks, I'll tell you straight out, that I saw in the scriptures, I read it, and I knew if
any man will be my disciple, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. Where I am, there
will my disciple be also. I read the scriptures that said, unless a seed falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone.
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I read the scripture that says, whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, but he who loses his life for my
sake, the same shall find it. I read it, I saw it, and there was a trembling in my heart because there was a
season of decision. Do I go this way, or do I pursue my own objectives? I'm not saying that heaven
wouldn't have been my home.

Don't misunderstand me, but what a tragedy. What a tragedy to get to heaven one day and stand at the
throne and look over on one side or the other and see all those faces of people that I knew, people that I
met, people that my life could have had influence over, looking at me with a longing in their eyes if that
kind of a scenario shouldn't materialize, saying, you knew this, you knew this. Why did you choose not to
tell me? Why did you make the choice to go the other way? Why did you let your light be hidden under a
bushel? Even if I would have persecuted you, why didn't you set it upon a hill that at least I'd have a
confrontation with this message of eternal life that God gives through Jesus Christ? The Bible tells us that
Jonah arose to flee from the presence of the Lord.

He found a ship going in the opposite direction, and he paid the fare. And you know, there's always a price
to pay when we take a journey away from God, when God's people choose to focus on themselves and to
move away from his burden for the lost. Look at the price that we've paid in America today.

As a country, churches on almost every corner. Yet with so many self-consumed, so many asleep to the
needs of others and the knowledge of God, look what's happening to our society today. Redefining
marriage now, breaking down the family.

Immorality is just abounding. We're in a social and moral abyss. We're standing on the edge of it now.

Believe it or not, folks, I'm telling you we're on the tipping point. If we don't have a revival in the house of
God, if there's not a grassroots awakening in this nation, it will not be recognizable in less than 10 years
from now. This will be a society that you and I don't wanna be in.

You're gonna be surprised. We're very quickly now moving from persecution to prosecution in the church
of Jesus Christ. You can see it coming, it's not far down the road now.

Oh God, help us to wake up to the moment that we're living in. Oh God, give us the grace, not in alarm,
but in passion. We have to be concerned about the glory of God.

I'm concerned about the glory of the name of Jesus Christ. That is my first passion. Everything else comes
after that.

I want the name of Jesus Christ to be glorified. I want him to be spoken about with reverence, even by
those who make the choice to disregard the eternal life that he offers. His name can't be cast out as a
curse word anymore.

God Almighty, David walked into the camp. The enemy is threatening every morning. Goliath is this voice
that has arisen saying, you put somebody up to confide with me, and if you can't, you're gonna serve us.

And that's where we're living today. David walked into the camp, realizing the armor of Saul had failed. It
had won victories in the past, but it was over now.

All the strategies, everything that's come out of boardrooms, all the human effort, all the schemes that
we've come up with to propagate the gospel of Jesus Christ, it's all come to nothing now. We're all
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standing terrified, seeing these voices rise up and beginning to challenge the very essence of who we are
as a people. You can't bend your knee in an athletic event now to even pray without getting a threat of a
lawsuit from the ungodly in this nation.

Our children can't say bless you in the schools when somebody sneezes without ending up at the
principal's office under discipline for religious speech. Our children are being thrown in the river again, just
as it was in the days when Israel was captivated in Egypt. God help us if we don't rise to the occasion now.

God help us if we don't begin to pray. And I'm not suggesting political action. That might be good for a few.

I'm suggesting when we begin to pray, God begins to speak. And when God begins to speak, we begin to
move. And when we begin to move, the supernatural begins to happen again.

It is not by human might. It is not by human reasoning. It is not by human power.

It is by the spirit of God that the kingdom of God comes and advances in the earth. And so the question
arises, how will the Lord get hold of us as his people one more time? How will he get hold of this church
age in America? And when you look in the scriptures, I see a recurring pattern time and time again. I see it
through the Old Testament.

I see it through the New. I could spend the next two hours just going through example after example after
example. This is what God does.

This is how he gets a hold of us. Two examples were the prodigal son. He got a hold of him by sending a
famine into the nation.

A famine. A famine that made his heart begin to grow hungry for his father's house again. A famine that
caused him to see the captivity of what he had embraced and what he had thought was a happy lifestyle
and how empty it really was and how greedy and selfish the people that he had annexed himself to really
were.

And he got up and he started to head home only to find out that his father loved him with a passion. So
many people find it hard to come home because they've so failed. And it's been so long and it's been so
many years, such a testimony, a legacy of failure, failing to understand the heart of God.

He's waiting for you. He has waited. I can see that father sitting on the porch and he's just waiting and
waiting and suddenly the scripture says he saw him far off.

That son was so far away he could hardly see the father's house but the father saw him and came running
to him and embraced him, fell on his neck and kissed him and restored him completely, invited him on a
journey of being an ambassador of mercy for the kingdom of God. In Jonah's case, the Lord sent a great
storm and you'll see that all the way through the scriptures to get a hold of his own people, God sends a
storm. In Hebrews chapter 12, verses 26 and 27 speaks of one last storm that's going to come to this
world someday, perhaps not in the too distant future.

I don't know for sure but I know the hour and season is getting close to us. A great shaking of this world as
we have known it. Listen to what the writer says, whose voice then shook the earth but now he is promised
saying, yet once more I shake not only the earth but also heaven.
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In verse 27 tells us only those things that cannot be shaken might remain. You can see it now. All you
gotta do is read the news folks.

There's a shaking happening in this world. Nation is beginning to rise against nation. Problems are arising
that mankind is humanly incapable of solving.

It is time now to pray. It's time folks, it's not tomorrow, it's not next week, next year. It's time is now for you
and I to begin to come into the house of God and cry out to the Lord.

Call each other on the telephone, pray together. Pray with men and women of faith. Pray in the morning,
pray on the subway, pray on the street.

Pray with your children, pray in your apartment building, pray when you're walking to go do your grocery
shopping. It's time to pray. It's time for you and I to begin to talk to God.

It's time to open our hearts and let God talk to us and the Lord will begin to speak things into your life that
you never believed were possible. Begin to guide you, begin to lead you, and begin to stir your heart. And
most times he calls us in areas where we are not strong to do what he calls us to do.

He doesn't call us in our areas of strength. I love the fact that he sends Paul the apostle who has this
brilliant theological mind. He knows mysteries that nobody else in his generation knows but he gets sent to
the Gentiles who know nothing about God and he's relegated to telling his story.

I was enraged and I was persecuting the church and I was cast down to the road and I saw light from
heaven. I love it. And he sends Peter who's just compulsive to the core of his entire being.

I don't know how theologically sound he is in the beginning and he sends him to the Jews who are
relegated strictly to arguments about the existence and the work of God. Oh, the wisdom of God. Oh, the
power of God.

Oh, the ways of God. Don't limit yourself, don't put yourself in a box. Don't say God can only take my life
this far, no farther.

No sir, no ma'am, you have the living Christ within you. Whatever he calls you to do can be done. Not in
your strength, but in the strength of Jesus Christ within you.

My brother, my sister, don't be surprised now at the trial that's going to soon try all of us. First Peter 1.7,
Peter says that the genuineness of your faith be more precious than gold that perishes though it be tried
with fire. May be found to praise, honor and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Paul says in Romans 8.19, the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly awaits for the revealing of the
sons of God. Now there are various ways to look at that verse of scripture and there's been argument
about some of the things that it really implies, but I see it this way. Here's what I see this verse saying,
everything created by God, everything, including fallen humanity, longs to see the reality of the power of
God in us and through us, the God whom we profess to serve.

There's a longing in the hearts of people as they pass by churches in America and New York City on every
corner. There comes a time when we've got to stop and take an inventory. God took 120 people, governed
and given to the work of God, filled with the Holy Spirit.
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It literally overthrew the power of the Roman Empire and that of the whole known world through this initial
group of believers. Now, today we have churches on every corner. We can't even touch our own
neighborhoods.

There comes a time not to be condemned, but there comes a time when we have to take a spiritual
inventory and say, what are we amounting to? And why is our nation spiraling down into immorality and
into an abyss? Why are the godless allowed to sue our children in schools and tell us when we can stand
up and when we can sit down, when we can pray, when we can't pray? There's a time to take an
inventory. What have we done with the testimony of the cross of Jesus Christ and the resurrection power
of God? I don't know about you, but I'm going back again into the prayer closet more than I ever have
before. I may be turning 61, but I'll tell you right now, the way I read it in the scriptures, Jesus saves the
best wine for the end of the banquet.

And the way I read it in the scriptures, folks, is the glory of the latter house is gonna be greater than the
former. You think about Moses at 40 years of age, he goes in and in human effort, in human reasoning, in
human strength, he knows he's called to deliver the people of God, but he's not going to deliver the people
of God. But all he does instead of delivering 3 million, all he does is bury one Egyptian, flees for 40 years
into the desert, convinced that his life is over, his ministry is over.

God spoke to me at one time, but the time has passed. Oh no, the best wine is saved for the end of the
banquet. And the glory of the latter house is greater than the former.

In Acts chapter two, I want you to notice when 120 people came out of an upper room, completely gripped
by the spirit of God, and they hadn't really done much yet, but they stepped out and they had an initial
evidence in their lives that God was with them. That initial evidence is that they were given the ability to
speak about the wondrous things that God has done and will do. And they were able to speak it in
languages that the people there understood.

And the people looked at them and said, how were they given this power to communicate with us? And
they're speaking to us about these wonderful things of God that God has done and God is going to do.
And the people's hearts melted. And they said, what must we do? This was not a crowd that was really
open at that time to the truth of the cross.

But when they saw people given to the work of God, their hearts were stirred. In chapter one of Jonah,
verse six, it says the captain, or verse five, talks about the fear that came upon everybody on this journey.
And everybody began to cry out to their concept of God.

They began to throw out things that they'd carried with them just as we are doing now as a nation, things
that have been with us for hundreds of years. They've been proven. They've been essential on the
journey.

Now we're throwing it all overboard, all in the name of a new society. And Jonah went down into the lowest
parts of the ship and he laid down and he was fast asleep. It speaks to me of an age where we're going
into a storm.

We're already in it. We're not going into it. We're well into the storm now.

But many of God's people are fast asleep, just riding out the storm. Me and Jesus. Oh God, it's so good to
know you.
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It's so good to go to church Sunday. It's so good to sing. It's so good to get back to my business Monday
to Saturday and all the things that I'm called to do.

But suddenly the captain, the ship master comes to him and says, what do you mean sleep or arise? Call
on your God. Perhaps your God will consider us that we may not perish. And you and I are living at a time
when the ship master is calling again.

It represents to me a society that's walking past our churches and looking at the doors and just wondering,
is there hope here? Can I find direction here? Can the fear of my heart be assuaged here? In this place, if
I prayed, would my children come home? Would there be protection for my sons and daughters? Would I
find provision for tomorrow? Or strength for my fearful heart? And see the ship master came, the captain
came and said, arise and call on your God. It may be that he will have mercy on us and consider us that
we don't perish. Now Jonah knew he had been running from the call of God.

Jonah knew that his life was perilous. He was actually rebuked by a man who didn't know the God that he
knew. He knew he carried within his physical body a message of mercy that he ran from.

And yet this call came and I can hear it. I don't know if you can hear it. There's a call, there's a cry.

People are scared. I was just listening to a newscast recently and the newscaster out of nowhere said,
what is going on in this world? A recent magazine talking about the calamities, it was published. The
headline was, who will save us? People are beginning to realize we're in a storm of unprecedented
proportion.

This world is spinning out of control. Ideologies are beginning to clash in an unprecedented fashion. And
Jonah knew, he said, oh God, I've walked away from you.

And in chapter two, he begins to pray. Now he told the people, he says, I know the solution to your
problem. I have avoided the call of God, but if you will cast me into the midst of the storm, it will begin to
cease.

And there's a tremendous type in that. It's the New Testament believer who says, God, if I will give my life
for the sake of others who are going through this crisis, if I am willing to be cast into the middle of it, if I'm
willing to let my life be used for the betterment of others, then God, my life is going to make a difference.
And so the shipmen, they cast him into the storm.

And of course, the scripture says, immediately the storm ceased and everybody began to worship God.
But Jonah began to pray from the middle of his trial, which the scripture says was in a whale's belly. And
he said, I cried out to the Lord because of my affliction, and he answered me.

Out of the belly of Sheol, which, or King James says, out of the belly of hell, I cried. This was his
experience. And you heard my voice.

For you cast me into the deep and into the heart of the seas and the flood surrounded me and your billows
and your waves passed over. In other words, I felt like I'd fallen out of favor with God and all of these
arguments were coming against me, even getting back into the work of God. Then I said, he said, I've
been cast out of your sight.
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Even when I start talking about prayer and I start talking about getting involved in the work of God, there's
that argument that will come against you. It comes from the devil himself and it comes from the frailty of
your own heart. Says, I believe my time has passed.

I remember a time when God called me, but I've walked away from that call. I knew the things that you're
speaking about, pastor, but I chose to lavish this great salvation on myself. I chose to take a journey far
away from perhaps where God has called my life to go.

But he said, yet I will look again towards your holy temple. The water surrounded me, even to my soul.
The deep closed around me.

Weeds were wrapped around my head. I went down to the moorings of the mountains. The earth with its
bars closed behind me forever.

This is the struggle you'll have to go through until you break through, but you've got to choose to break
through. You've got to pray now. It's, Nehemiah said to the people working with him, you're not just fighting
for yourself, folks.

You're fighting for your sons and for your daughters and for your families and for your nephews, your
nieces, for other children in our streets. The battle is not just about you and I feeling good. In the house of
God, we're not fighting for a whole generation.

Yet he says, you brought up my life from the pit. Oh Lord, my God. When my soul fainted within me, I
remembered the Lord.

And my prayer went up to you into your holy temple. Jonah says, you brought me up, oh God. You
changed my situation.

You gave me the power to pray. You gave me the ability, oh God, to fulfill your calling on my life. Those
who regard worthless idols forsake their own mercy, but I will sacrifice to you with the voice of
thanksgiving.

I will pay what I have vowed salvation is of the Lord. In other words, Jonah said, God almighty, I said once
in my life, I would serve you. And I seemingly forgot about that.

And I went far away from you. And the prayerlessness of my life is evidence of that. But oh God, you have
saved me.

And I do not well if I know this and I don't take it to others. And in his heart, he said, in spite of what I have
done, you are still a God of mercy. I know that.

I know you as a God of mercy. And I know you'll take me not in my strength, but in my weakness. Just as
the Lord calls us in the book of Hebrews to the throne of grace, not when we have it all together, but when
we find ourselves in a time of need.

He's not calling us in this generation because we're strong. He's calling us because we're weak. He's
calling us because we know we need him.

He's calling us because he needs us to do the work that he's commissioned us to do on the earth. And yet
he is willing to do it in us and through us that he alone might receive the glory. I thank God that we've
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come to this place as a testimony in this nation where we have to go to the house of God and begin to cry
out to Jesus Christ again.

And when Jonah began to pray, it says the Lord spoke to the fish or his trowel and it vomited Jonah onto
dry land. No matter where you are today, no matter how deep your captivity, no matter how helpless and
hopeless you feel, call out to God now. That's all that God has given me to speak to you.

Call out to God no matter where you are, no matter how deep or dark or down, no matter how many
arguments have come against you, what people have said, what your own heart is speaking, call out to
God now. Call out to God now. For the sake of others, call out to God.

Lord Jesus Christ, don't let this city perish when your life and light is still in it. Don't let people go to hell
when I bear in this earthen vessel the testimony of the living God and the power of the living God. God
Almighty, give me a mighty baptism of your Holy Spirit and bring me out of weakness and bring me into
the strength of who you are.

Put a new song in my heart. Put a new step in my walk. Put new strength in my hands.

Put new words in my mouth. Put new thoughts in my mind. Put a new direction in my life.

Oh God, that the name of Jesus Christ would be glorified and men and women could find you as Savior.
And the moment that prayer came into Jonah's heart, he was immediately at the place that he thought he
had lost forever. Immediately delivered to that ministry that was once given him, that he had fled from.

When the prodigal son got up to come home, immediately he's in the embrace of his loving father.
Immediately the robe of righteousness is put upon him. Immediately he's given a ring of power and
authority to tread upon powers of darkness.

Right away, shoes are put on his feet because he's called on a journey to speak about this incredible
mercy of his father's house. This is the message of this generation. God is good and his mercy endures
forever.

That is the message. That's your message and that is my message. And many, many, many in this
generation, when our lives and testimony are restored, many will find the mercy of God in Jesus Christ.

I don't know about you, but I will not be silent from this day forward. I've determined in my heart, my mouth
is going to speak. My hands are going to reach out.

My heart. If I love people, if I love God, if I love my neighbor, the scripture tells me that perfected love in
me will cast out the fear of man. I will no longer fear the faces of men and the faces of people because
we're all going to the judgment seat of Christ, not too many days from now.

I will fight for even those that hate the truth of God. I will fight for every man, every woman, every child
ever born into this nation as far as God will take my voice, I will fight for them. Fight for their souls.

Fight that they might know God through Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. We meet here on Tuesday
nights. We begin to fast Monday at midnight and we meet Tuesday night at 5.30 in this sanctuary and we
pray till seven for the meeting coming up online.
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And at seven to 8.30 we pray for people in 127 countries now that are joining us. Many live real time from
all over the world. Thank God for that.

One of the more unusual prayer meetings I've ever seen in my lifetime. It's been initiated of the Lord. God
is doing this.

What a great privilege God has given us. But folks, you and I must pray. We must pray, we must fast.

There are certain entrenchments in society that Jesus himself said these kind don't come out but by
prayer and fasting. Casual seeking will not do it. Presumption will not do it.

You and I have to pray, we've got to fast. If you can fast one meal that day, fast one meal but please come
to the house of God to pray. Don't abandon the prayer meeting now.

We've got to pray like we've never prayed before because God has called us to call this nation back to
prayer again. We're not strong in prayer. We're weak like every other person.

But in our weakness we're going to the throne of God and we're going to find grace to help in our time of
need. Not just for ourselves but for others. That the glory and testimony might be of Christ and not of
ourselves.

It's not that we came up with a seven point plan to do anything. We went to the throne of God in our
weakness and he became our strength. I've always believed in my heart that the church of Jesus Christ
will finish the way she started.

She came out of the upper room in the power of God and I believe she'll finish that way for the glory of
God. I do with all my heart. Thank you.

Jesus said, Terry, in Jerusalem, until you be endued with power from on high and then you're going to be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and all throughout the world. I thank God for that. One more
time, what a privilege it is if you haven't experienced this on Tuesday night, the presence of the Lord is
here with us.

If you haven't felt what it's like to be, we've prayed here sometimes an hour and 20 minutes. I'm shocked. I
look at my watch.

I think we've been 15 minutes in prayer. It's been an hour and 20 minutes because the presence of God is
here and we are praying with brothers and sisters from all over the world now, gathering together. What
does Malachi say in the last chapter of the Old Testament? In that day, just before the return of the Lord,
then they who thought upon the Lord, who feared and thought upon his name, began to get together.

They began to speak with one another. You suppose Malachi saw the internet? Ha, in the last chapter of
the Old Testament. How in the world could we be getting together, encouraging one another and praying
together? Oh, I thank God.

We're getting texts in from Muslims now saying, I'm a Muslim, I'm not a Christian. I've been in your
meeting. What does it really mean to be a follower of Jesus Christ? It's phenomenal, phenomenal what
God is doing.
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Men and women are wanting to get right with God. They're saying very, very personal things and they're
naming their names. Fathers that are abusing verbally or whatever their families are, are coming in and
just saying it.

I've been a church attender for years. I attend such and such a church. I'm just sick and tired of being a
hypocrite.

My name is so-and-so from a certain city. Anybody on that prayer meeting would know who that man is.
But we're getting to the point where people don't care anymore in the house of God.

They say, I want to be the man, I want to be the person, the woman of God that I've been created to be.
And I hear a desperation now in these prayers. And if you haven't read it yet, take a look.

There's still over 2000 answers to prayer, phenomenal answers to prayer of how God is meeting the
needs of those who are taking the time to pray. It's time to pray folks. It's time to pray.

It's time to pray. Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah. Thank you, Jesus.

Thank you, Lord. Thank you, mighty God. but I'm gonna do something different this morning.

Typically in this church, we give an altar call, but I don't feel to do that. This morning I'm gonna ask in a
moment, we're gonna stand, and if you would just join together with four, five, six people around you, you
can form a circle. You don't have to hold hands if you're not comfortable with that.

If you are, that's fine, but don't think you have to do that. And let's pray that this and other places that we
become a people of prayer in the body of Jesus Christ. Pray for an awakening in New York City, a
grassroots awakening in every church.

Pray that every church come alive. Doesn't matter what name's on the door. Pray that the spirit of God
come into that church.

Pray for this country. Pray for our government. Pray for our president.

Pray for our Congress. Pray for our Supreme Court. Pray for our leaders.

Pray like you've never prayed before. Let's you and I believe God together that there's going to be a
mighty victory in this last hour of time in which we're living. Would you please stand? Would you join? I'm
gonna ask Pastor Patrick to come and lead us in prayer, if you will, this morning.

Join with five, six people. Just form a circle around you. And let's begin to pray.

Every voice counts. Lift your voice up for the Lord. Let's believe God for this generation we're living in.

Come on, folks, lift your voice to God. Every voice counts here. He wants to hear your voice.

Hallelujah, God. We come before you today. We humble ourselves, Lord, before you, the great God of
heaven and earth, the savior of our souls, the Lord almighty.

We lift our voices to you today, oh God, because we know who you are. You are the faithful one. There is
no one like you.
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There is no God like our God. There is no rock like our Lord. We lift our voices to you today.

Lord, we have heard your word. Lord, on the basis of your invitation, your commandment to come boldly to
your throne of grace to obtain mercy and help in our time of need, we come to you, Lord. We know you are
our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in our time of trouble.

So we don't fear God, but we come before you in full assurance of faith. Lord, praying, Lord, for you to do
what only you can do, that you would pour out your spirit on your church, that you would pour out your
spirit on your bride in America, that you would pour out your spirit upon our lives. Lord, on backslidden
Christians, Lord, on those, oh God, that know you, Lord, or haven't once known you, we ask that you
would pour out your spirit and cause us to stand for you once again in the marketplace.

God, that we would stand for you once again in our homes, in our schools. Lord, that we would stand
between the porch and the altar. God, that we would make up the hedge.

God, that we would stand and intercede for our loved ones. God, that we would be found on our knees, oh
God, with the burden of Christ, with the heart of our Savior. God, not consumed, not distracted with our
own needs, our own concerns, our own drama, our own issues, but concerned with your heart.

Lord, burned with your heart, sharing your heart for the lost, sharing your heart, Lord, for the nations. We
cry out to you, God, pour out your spirit. Pour out your spirit.

We pray for our government. Lord, we pray for those in leadership. Lord, in city government, those.

Lord, on the national government scale, God, those. Lord, in the, Jesus in Congress, Lord, the house,
God. Lord, we pray for the president and his family, his cabinet.

God, if we ask for an awakening, we ask for an outpouring, we ask, oh God, that you would open the eyes.
Lord, that men and women would once again cry out to you. We pray for a revival.

Let the tide of revival rise in this hour. Let the spirit of God breathe on us once again. Breathe on our city.

Breathe on our nation. Breathe on our schools, God. Breathe on our campuses.

Breathe on our communities. God, we pray for a visitation of your spirit, Lord, in clubs, visit movie theaters,
visit arcades. God, visit Jesus.

Lord, visit bowling alleys, visit prisons, visit hospitals, visit nursing homes. Visit this nation like never
before. We pray for the latter rain.

Spirit of God, breathe. Breath of God, blow once again on our streets. Visit our schools, God.

We ask you to visit our offices. Visit the offices in this city. Visit our workplaces, God.

We plead for our coworkers. We plead for our neighbors. We plead, Lord, for the widow, for the orphan.

We plead for drug dealers. We plead for gangbangers. We plead for police officers.

God, we plead, God, for the salvation of the lost. Glorify your name. Push back the forces of darkness and
evil.
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Push back the principalities and powers that have blinded the hearts of men and women. God, we ask
Jesus for your anointing like never before. Lord, for a boldness that could only come from you.

You promised in your word that you would equip us, Lord, that you equip your ministers as a flame of fire.
We ask that your word would burn in our guts. God, draw us back to the secret closet of prayer.

You said those that seek you, Lord, those that seek you, Lord, that come to you, that pray to you in secret,
you would reward openly. God, we ask, God, as we cry out to you that our devotions would come alive,
that you would put a word in our hearts like Jeremiah that would be shut up in our bones, that we would
not be able to stay quiet, that we would not be able to stay silent, that the devil would not get our voice,
that he would not steal our praise, but God, that we would be found. God, with your heart, Lord, crying out,
believing, praying, laying claim to what is our inheritance in Christ.

God, we thank you, Lord, for the victory that we have in you, the victory that is ours in you. Give us souls,
God. Give us souls.

Give us souls. Give us souls, God. Give us our loved ones.

Give us our neighbors, God. You said we have not because we ask not that we might consume things out
of our love, but we ask today that our joy might be full. We ask that your name would be glorious in this
generation once again.

We ask that you would be known. We ask that the nations would know that you are the Lord and that there
is no other. God, we ask, Lord, that the suicidal would know that there is hope in this hour.

That there is a God in heaven whose name is Jesus who died for their sins, whose arms are open wide,
that they might come home to him. God, we ask, oh God, that you would send healing power through us to
touch this city, to touch this generation. God, glorify your name.

Let the name of Jesus be exalted. Let the powers of hell bow before you. Lord, we ask that your name
would be glorified.

Let this nation know, Lord, let our neighbors know, let our coworkers know, let our family members know
that you are God, that you are the hope of today and tomorrow. Father, we thank you for the victory now.
We thank you that our God is exalted.

We thank you, Lord Jesus, that our God reigns. We thank you that every demon, every devil, every
sickness, every stronghold has to bend its knee to you. We thank you that heaven's pantry is open to us.

We thank you, Jesus, for the authority, the anointing of the Holy Spirit. We thank you that greater is he that
is in us than he that is in the world. We thank you, oh God.

Hallelujah, hallelujah. Come on, give him a shout of praise. The victory is ours.

The victory is ours. Hallelujah.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/bjLNi5-ix60.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/the-call-of-the-shipmaster/
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