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Worldwide Prayer■ The Promise
by Carter Conlon

This sermon delves into the origins and promise of worldwide prayer, emphasizing the importance of passing on

God's word to the next generation and not forgetting His faithfulness. It recounts a journey of obedience to God's

call to feed the food-deprived in communities, leading to miraculous provisions and unity among churches. The

message highlights the power of prayer, unity, and reaching out to those in need as a means to experience God's

transformative work and fulfill His promises.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:6, Isaiah 58:6, Luke 4:18, Psalm 133:1, James 5:16, Acts 2:17, Ephesians 2:10, 2 Chronicles
7:14, Matthew 5:14

Topics: "Power of Prayer", "Unity in Service"

Description

This sermon delves into the origins and promise of worldwide prayer, emphasizing the importance of
passing on God's word to the next generation and not forgetting His faithfulness. It recounts a journey of
obedience to God's call to feed the food-deprived in communities, leading to miraculous provisions and
unity among churches. The message highlights the power of prayer, unity, and reaching out to those in
need as a means to experience God's transformative work and fulfill His promises.

Transcript

I want to share with you tonight from my heart, I think I mentioned last week that at some point I was going
to stand here in this pulpit, and I wanted to speak to you about the origins of worldwide prayer. Where did
worldwide prayer come from? How did it get to be in 211 countries? What was behind it? And was there a
promise? I know there was a promise of God that was given to my heart. I believe that promise, and I want
to convey it to you this evening.

Based on the scripture in Deuteronomy, and Deuteronomy chapter six, verses six and seven, here's what
the Lord says to his people. He says, the words that I command you today shall be in your heart, and you
shall teach them diligently to your children, and talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. And in verse 12, he says, then beware, lest
you forget the Lord who brought you up out of the land of Egypt, and the house of bondage.

And the bottom line is that God says, I want you to pass on what I've spoken to you to the next generation,
because if we forget our history, we'll forget who brought us to where we are, and where we're supposed
to be going in a way that brings glory to his name. So Father, tonight, God, I just thank you for giving me
the ability to convey, Lord, the thought that you placed in my heart 10 years ago. I thank you, Lord, for all
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of the places this prayer meeting has gone, the miracles we've already seen, the hundreds of thousands
of prayer requests that have come in from 211 countries and dependencies.

Thank you for the tens of thousands of answers to prayer that we have read online. God, you had
something in your heart that you conveyed to mine in a season of prayer. And so I'm asking you for the
grace to convey it to those who are here, part of this meeting 10 years later.

Lord, that I might be able to do as the scripture has said, walk among the people and speak about the
things that you have spoken to my heart. Share it from your word, oh God, and enable us to remember
that you have destined us for something that will bring glory to your name. So Father, I thank you, God, for
this evening.

I thank you for the clarity. I thank you for the anointing of the Holy Spirit to speak this in Jesus' name.
Amen.

So I want to speak to you tonight about the origin and the promise of God that came with worldwide
prayer. So it was about 10 years ago after a Sunday service. We did about two Sunday services in New
York in a row where there were so many people coming to the church, and it wasn't really, they weren't
special occasions or anything like that, but we just had such a crowd that we were standing people in
hallways and corridors, they were all over the place.

And it was the security team that came to me and they said, pastor, there's so many people attending the
church right now in the last couple of weeks that if we don't find a way to handle this, if the fire department
should come in, they'll shut us down. They told me, they said, we believe it's a fire hazard. So we need to
find a way to handle the volumes of people, or we have to close the doors perhaps at 10 o'clock or at the
very latest 10 after 10 and tell the people we're sorry, but you'll have to come back at another time for
another service.

And so the following Tuesday, I went to prayer over this issue and my prayer was quite simple. I prayed,
Lord, where would you have us plant satellite churches in the city? That's what everybody was doing at
that time. You know, if you had an overflow crowd, you just found another location, you tied the group of
people to that location, and it seemed to be the reasonable thing to do.

And I knew of some locations that were available in the city, in Manhattan, in particular at that time that we
could have rented, and it would have actually been a blessing to the church, and it would have given the
church an opportunity maybe to have more of an influence in the city. So I'm in my office on Tuesday. I
take a moment to pray and I'm pacing back and forth, and I'm saying, Lord Jesus Christ, just show me
what to do.

Where do you want me to plant satellite churches in the city? The answer that came to me was not what I
expected. I remember the Lord started speaking to my heart and he said, Carter, there are satellite
churches already in the city. They will never, just never be called Times Square Church.

They'll be called the First Baptist Church of 81st Street. They'll be called the Presbyterian Church of some
other place, Salvation Army, Messianic Jewish congregations. The Lord said, I want you to do this.

I want you to underwrite 100 churches in the inner city to feed the food deprived in their communities. And
you're to do it. You're to tell the churches that they're not to tell anybody that Times Square Church is
doing this, that it's the local church.
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We're to give each church $1,000 worth of food per month for the food deprived in their communities. So it
was a huge commission, commitment actually on the side of Times Square Church. It was $100,000 a
month that we were being committed to.

I remember I took it to the board shortly after that of Times Square Church. And I told the board, I said, my
responsibility as a pastor at that time of this church is to hear from God and to lead this church as best as I
know how in the directions of God. And your responsibility is to stop me in a sense, or to give me advice.

If I've overstepped, if I've missed God, if you don't bear witness to this in the spirit, then let's not do this. So
we went around the table in the board meeting, and I was quite surprised at the number of men who wept
openly at that particular meeting. And then one man just summed it all up at the end.

And he said, as every man did in that room that day, he said, this is God. And one board member said it
this way, he said, the worst case scenario is that a lot of hungry people are going to get fed. So what could
possibly be wrong with that? Let's go ahead.

Let's do it. And so we have been, Feed New York is still in existence today. It was at that time, a hundred
churches feeding.

The last report I had years ago, we're feeding roughly 19,000 people a month in the inner city. Many
people, many of those people had no access to healthy food. They had no access to the things that we
were eventually able to provide.

I remember the blessing that God brought on Feed New York when the Amish community in Pennsylvania
found out about what we were doing, and quite by accident actually, and sent a delegation into New York
city. And they told us, they said, we understand there's hungry people in the city. We would like to be part
of the solution for this particular problem.

So you give us enough money to plant the seeds and just to live on, and we will grow the food and we'll
bring it in and refrigerated trucks and take it to centralized locations where all of these hundred churches
can come in and pick up the food and they can take it to their communities. And all of this food will be
organic. It would be the stuff that you actually buy at high end stores in the city.

Only God can do that. Only God can do that. And so we began to feed people.

God began to provide in really in miraculous ways for these churches. He increased the food supply. And
then we started to meet all the pastors and leaders of the hundred churches began to meet together once
a month and we would pray together and God would visit us.

I remember when the first time the Amish community delegation came in, there was a collective gasp in
the room and the presence of God literally filled the room. I have to tell you, these were true, genuine
brothers in Christ. They shared, two of them shared their testimonies of how they found Christ in their
community.

And they brought a chicken and tomatoes and eggs for every pastor was there. Where could you go in
New York city? I told them where you're going to go home on the subway with a chicken and eggs and
tomatoes. And I remember asking the Amish delegation, I said, are these live chickens you brought in with
you or are they dead chickens? I wanted to be sure because live chickens are not very appreciated on the
subway system in New York city.
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It turned out they were already dead and they had brought them in and the blessing of God was in these
meetings. And so we began to pray together and the Lord gave me a promise. When he spoke to my heart
to gather together a hundred churches and begin to feed the hungry in the city, he took me in my office on
that first Tuesday to this particular passage in Isaiah chapter 58.

Let me read it to you. He said, is this not the fast that I've chosen to loose the bonds of wickedness, to
undo the heavy burdens and to let the oppressed go free and that you break every yoke? Is it not to share
your bread with the hungry and that you bring the poor that are cast out to your house? When you see the
naked, that you cover him and hide not yourself from your own flesh. Then your light shall break forth like
the morning.

Your healing shall spring forth speedily and your righteousness shall go before you. And the glory of the
Lord shall be your rear guard. And then you will call and the Lord will answer and you shall cry and he will
say, here I am.

If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger and speaking wickedness, if you
extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness and
your darkness shall be as the noon day. The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your soul in
drought and strengthen your bones. You shall be like a watered garden and like a spring of water whose
waters do not fail.

And those from among you shall build the old waste places. You shall raise up the foundations of many
generations and you shall be called the repairer of the breach and the restorer of streets to dwell in. And in
my office that very first day as the Lord led me to this passage of scripture, he gave me a promise.

So that's the title of this message, Worldwide Prayer, The Promise. So here was the promise. If you will
not hide from human need, if you will not hide from the needs that other churches and communities in the
body of Christ have in this local area, especially in the most deprived areas in the city, if you will reach out
and become something, part of something much bigger than just Times Square Church itself, he said, I'm
going to be able to answer your prayer.

I remember at that particular moment, I thought, well, that is kind of an odd thing for the Lord to say
because my prayer was, where shall we plant satellite churches? But that's not the prayer that the Lord
was speaking about. It was another prayer that would be coming at a later time. We began to meet
monthly and we began to pray and the fellowship was amazing.

All different backgrounds, all different denominations, and nobody cared what name was on the door. All
we cared about is, do you belong to Jesus? Have you trusted him for your salvation? Has his blood
cleansed you of your sins? Are you believing in him and in his atoning sacrifice for your salvation? And if
you are, you are my brother, you are my sister, and the fellowship was heavenly. I can't describe it any
other way.

It was amazing. Our prayer meetings were amazing. The presence of God would come down upon us in
that room.

The love, the camaraderie, the fellowship that would happen after as we would meet at the table to meet,
to sing, to pray, whatever we would do. There were moments from those years that I will never, ever forget
as long as I live. I think I learned to love people in a deeper way than I ever had before.
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I learned that how these barriers that we erect around the churches and around each other are just so
manmade and actually obnoxious in the sight of God. And when you let them come down and we just, we
don't focus on what divides us, but we focus on what unites us. And we move together in prayer and the
blessing of the Lord.

I know I'm laboring this point, but I was there and the blessing of the Lord, especially in my heart, was just
out of this world. The worship was sweet. People didn't want to stop worshiping in that room many times,
many weeks, many months when we met together.

It was in one of these prayer meetings that the Lord began to lead us. Now, I'm going to skip over
something very quickly, but one of the leadings we had in those prayer meetings was to meet in Times
Square and to pray for the future of the city. We met in 2007, 2008, 2009.

We gathered 100 churches and anybody else in the community that wanted to join. And in 2009, 60,000
people showed up to pray. It all came from Feed New York.

It all came from 100 pastors getting together for the common cause of reaching out in the name of Christ,
of praying together, loving one another. We had 60,000 people. The mayor of New York City, Michael
Bloomberg, came as well at that time and joined with us with his delegation.

We prayed for the future of the city. And interestingly enough, right where we prayed, it was about a year
later that somebody tried to detonate a car bomb and it didn't go off in that area. So who's to say that God
didn't answer our prayer in that specific way and save us, in a sense, from what could have been another
very difficult moment in the city.

Then after that, we got together as pastors again in the prayer meeting that we had because of this
moment in the office and the promise of Isaiah 58. And we got together and the Lord led us to, we said,
let's have an interactive live prayer meeting where we pray for New York City. Let's advertise it in the
subways and such like on the radio.

I was on the radio at that time in New York City. Let's advertise it. Let's put together something where
people can text in live real-time or they can email in live real-time and we can interactively pray live with
people from all over the city for the future of the city.

And there was this common witness that we're going to do this. We're walking together in unity. And
Psalm 133 says, when brethren walk together in unity, God commands the blessing of life.

So we believed that God would command a blessing of life as we reached out to the city and gave people
an opportunity to come in. They didn't have to come to church. They could come in live online and pray
with us.

And so that first worldwide prayer meeting came on Tuesday night. We didn't know it was worldwide. We
thought it was citywide.

And there was 40 pastors. I remember that night, we all showed up on the platform. We had no real
program other than to pray.

It was a Tuesday night worldwide prayer meeting. It was a prayer meeting, not worldwide at this point. And
we're going to pray for the city.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 6

And so we were kind of like sitting on the platform with abated breath as they said, we didn't know what
was going to come in or how many prayer requests were going to come in. The screen was live and we
knew that people were going to be texting in and we expected to be able to stop and pray for specific
prayer requests. And our jaws dropped because the curtain went up, the service began, the worship
started, the prayer requests started coming in.

And we were looking on the screen, Japan, China, Russia, India. The prayer requests were coming in
from all over the world, but we hadn't advertised all over the world. We'd only advertised in New York City.

But they were coming in from everywhere. And what had happened is that God had given us a worldwide
prayer meeting. That prayer meeting has continued to this day.

It's been about eight years now, roughly, with hundreds of thousands of prayer requests coming from 211
countries and dependencies. Now, some are individuals. Some of these are groups of people.

Some are churches. Some are meeting, some are groups of pastors. I met one group that get up in their
time zone.

It's like 11 o'clock at night. And they get up and they come in in their pajamas. That's what they told me.

And they actually meet together with hot chocolate and they pray with us. They might be online tonight
with us too, as well. Now, it comes back to the original promise.

I will be able to answer your prayer if you will do this. It dawned on me one day. My prayer always has
been, God, send a spiritual awakening before you return, especially in this hour that we're living in now,
especially at this time when there's such crisis in homes and families.

There's such a dealing with mental issues and such like that where addictions and divorce and the
breakup of the Christian home and the whole world seems to be mounting an offensive against the truth of
Jesus Christ. But God sends moments of mercy in seasons like this. I don't know what part worldwide
prayer is going to play in this, and I don't claim exclusivity and neither should we at any time.

There's a big church out there. As in Elijah's day, there's 7,000 others that have not bowed their knee to
the gods of this hour. There's a lot of other good churches out there, good pastors, good leaders, good
prayer meetings.

But on our part, the prayer of my heart is God Almighty, send a spiritual awakening. And remember the
promise in Isaiah 58 is if you don't hide from human need, which we didn't when we started to reach out,
not just Times Square Church, but also don't forget the hundred little churches in New York City, they
didn't hide from human need either. They went out to their communities.

They began, they had to be the arms and the legs of God's goodness into their own communities. And
then he said, if you do this, when you call out to me, I will answer and say, here I am. I will guide you
continually.

I will satisfy you in doubt. I will strengthen your bones. You will be like a watered garden whose waters do
not fail.

And those from among you, so this is where you come in online tonight, those from among you. In other
words, those who are part of what God has chosen to do at this particular time in history shall build the old
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waste places. Now the old waste place for you might be your own mind, might be your own body, your
own life, your own future.

But those who are part of what God is doing now, God says you will become a rebuilder of the old waste
places. Your family might be a wasteland right now. Your community might be a wasteland.

Your city might be a wasteland. I don't know. You might be living in a building with a lot of people whose
lives are being destroyed all around you.

But those from among you, those who turn to God at this particular moment in history and cry out and God
will say, here I am. And you will not just be a person standing there with your hat in your hand, spiritually
speaking for the rest of your life, but God is going to put tools in your hand and victory in your life that will
cause you to be a rebuilder of the places that have been destroyed by sin all around you. And you will
raise up the foundations of many generations, places that have been destroyed, lives, families in ruins,
communities that just are, don't even know where to go in the future.

You will be part of that solution of God in this last hour of time to rebuild these communities and these
foundations of many generations. And you will be called the repairer of the breach and the restorer of
streets to dwell in. The context of the breach means something in the wall, a place where the enemy was
able to break through the wall and get in and wreak havoc in families, in lives, in minds, in homes, in
bodies, in communities.

God is going to raise you up. You see, you are what was in the heart of God 10 years ago when he spoke
to me in my office. And I'm only talking about our part as a church, our part.

We are only 1,000th of a piece of a 1,000 piece picture that God is putting together right now. But he
spoke to my heart about what this prayer meeting would be and how he would respond to us when we cry
out. Not just us in the physical facility here at the TSC Summit Campus Church, but not just that, but it's
those who are part of this meeting who are crying out at home.

You're crying out for freedom. You're crying out for deliverance. You're crying out for victory.

You see, it's amazing because about a week ago or two weeks ago, Pastor Tim Delina spoke on a Sunday
morning about a four-day fast that Times Square Church is undertaking in August. And it's going to
culminate on the fourth day back in this prayer meeting. And he said, we're going to pray for bondages to
be broken, families to be healed, minds to be brought back into right order, lives to be transformed by the
presence and power of God.

We're going to pray for the Holy Spirit to be poured out on people's homes. And as I heard him speak that
message, I realized, God, that's what you spoke to me 10 years ago that you were going to do. It's what I
believed in my heart.

And Pastor Tim, it's the Holy Spirit that spoke these words to him. In the mouths of two witnesses or more,
everything is established. It's absolutely amazing.

It just, it all came back to my mind again, saying, God, that's what you spoke to my heart all these years
that you were going to do, that in a time of calamity and crisis, there was going to be a spiritual awakening.
You were going to pour out your spirit. But I didn't realize it would be in homes all over the world.
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That's why we say in this prayer meeting, stay and pray. This is not just a program. Stay and ask God to fill
you with the Holy Spirit.

Stay and ask him to give you the courage, the strength to walk this walk and to be everything that God
promised he was going to make you into. Now, this is the promise of the Lord for you tonight. This is what
God is about to do.

Jesus Christ, when his ministry began, it's going to finish the way it began in this world. He stood in a
pulpit and he said, the spirit of the Lord is upon me because he's anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor. He sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, the recovery of sight to the
blind, and to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

Then he closed the book and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in
the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, today, this scripture is fulfilled in your
hearing.

Today, I want to tell you today, this is the day that God spoke to me about. This is the promise 10 years
ago that he spoke to my heart back in my office and said, if you will do this, if you won't hide from human
need, if you will acknowledge the body of Christ, if you will not attempt to be just exclusive and try to do
this all by yourself, but if you will acknowledge there is a church, a body, if you will break down the walls
and become part of this body, in other words, stop pointing the finger and start reaching out the hand. If
you will together begin to serve the poor in your afflicted communities, when you cry out to me, I'm going
to answer you.

And not just am I going to answer you, but I'm going to answer you in a profound way, where I'm going to
give you light in your seasons of darkness. I'm going to give you water in a season of drought. And when
everyone else around you is destroying, I'm going to make you into a builder.

When they're trying to break down the walls, I'm going to make you into a person who can restore those
walls, those places of dwelling in God. This is the promise of God. And this is the time that God spoke to
me about.

This is the moment where I believe that if you will open your heart, God will give you his Holy Spirit in
abundant measure. God will bring deliverance to your mind, to your life, to your body. God will heal your
sicknesses in your home.

God will do the things that only God can do. I speak it with authority. I speak it from a heart that's walked
with God all these years.

I know what he has spoken to my heart. He's spoken to me about you, because you are the end time army
of God. You are the men, you are the women, you are the young people that God is about to raise up in
this generation.

And according to Daniel, you will be strong and you will do exploits in the name of God. You will do things
in the power of God that can only be done by God through surrendered vessels. You don't have to be
weak, strong in yourself.

You can be weak. You don't have to be noble. You don't have to be of royal birth.
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You don't have to be overly intelligent. You don't have to have 10 degrees on your wall. You just have to
have a voice and a heart that says, Jesus, I want everything you've got for my life.

I want to be the person you've called me to be. I'm not sitting here any longer. I'm not going to be an ex
this and an ex that or an ex something else.

I'm going to be the man, the woman, the young person that you have destined my life to be. And I'm going
to be that in the strength of my God. And I'm going to be a restorer of paths to dwell in.

I'm going to be the one who builds up the breach. I'm going to be that spring of water that doesn't fail. I'm
going to be that light that is not extinguished in the darkness, that voice that can't be drowned out by all
the contrary opinions to God and to God's word.

I'm going to stand as a city set upon a hill that cannot be hidden. And my voice is going to bring a shout of
glory to the name of God and a shout of glory in the hearts of many people throughout the world. And I'm
going to, I'm going to be able to say like we sang tonight, behold the glory, behold the glory of God.

Behold the one who makes her way through the waters. Behold the one who walks with us through the fire
and we don't get burned. Behold the healer of our sickened bodies.

Behold the healer of our diseased minds. Behold the one who's coming. Behold the lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world.

This is what you will be. This is the promise of God to my heart that came with the worldwide prayer
meeting 10 years ago. And so I encourage you, my brother, my sister, stay and pray is not a program.

Stay and pray is a cry from God's heart to you. Stay and talk to me, God is saying. Stay and ask me to do
in you what only I can do.

Stay and call out to me. Ask me for the Holy Spirit. If you know how to give goodness to your children, how
much more will your heavenly father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? Those are the words of
Jesus.

How much more will your heavenly father give you the Holy Spirit? Take you out of all bondage, out of
weakness, out of confusion, out of listlessness and powerlessness and bring you in to the fullness of what
God has for your life. So father, in Jesus' name, I want to say thank you tonight, God, that you have
spoken to pastor Tim Delina's heart as well. The very same things that you told me eight and 10 years ago
that you were about to do in this generation.

Thank you for Times Square Church going into a time of prayer and fasting again, culminating here and
believing for the miraculous God in our time. Father, I ask in Jesus' name that you would give men and
women online tonight the courage to open their hearts. As we always say at Times Square Church,
walking with God is as easy as ABC.

Just A, admit you can't save yourself. A program, a preacher, religious exercise can't save you. It has to
be a living relationship with the son of God.

Believe that God sent his son to a cross to pay the price for your sin and confess when you open your
heart to him that you are now brought out of darkness and into light. You're now a child of God and
everything promised in the scriptures now becomes your future. The beautiful thing about Christ is that in
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him, your past no longer has the right to dictate your future.

Your past is gone. Its power is broken. You become a new creation.

You become the person that God has destined you to be and you become somebody who builds the old
waste places. And repairs the breach. You might just be the one that repairs the breach in your family.

Breach in your own home and your community and then beyond that to your town, maybe your nation.
There's no limit to what God can do through a surrendered vessel. And so I challenge you tonight.

Behold the glory. Let the glory of God come into your soul. Just pray the simple prayer when I lead you
and I'd say, God, Jesus, I can't save myself and I admit my condition.

I believe you came to pay the price for my sin. I confess you as my Lord and Savior and I ask you to make
me into the person that you have destined me to be. Are you willing to pray that tonight? We're going to
pray that together here in the sanctuary and I'm going to ask you online to pray it with me tonight.

This is the promise of worldwide prayer. You are the promise that God made to my heart 10 years ago.
Pray these words, Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for loving me.

Thank you for coming to get me because I could never get out of where I am in my own strength. I believe
that you died in my place. You paid the price for those things that separated me from God.

And because of that, I open my heart. I confess you as my Lord and as my Savior. God, I believe that you
will give me your Holy Spirit and make me into the person that you have destined me to be.

And I will behold the glory of the one who still makes a way through the sea. And others will behold the
glory of God in my life. In Jesus' name, amen.

If you have decided to do that, if you decided to receive Christ as your Savior, would you text the word
DECIDED to 51000 on your cell phone right now? Just text the word DECIDED to 51000 so we can rejoice
with you. Now we're going to...

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/xRBHLNpZRHU.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/carter-conlon/worldwide-prayer-the-promise/
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